From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Apr  1 16:50:00 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Apr  1 16:50:06 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <20080330140411.BDZ67550@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E901A5@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Still the flock of Juncos...

Also around are a Downy Woodpecker, White Throated Sparrow, a couple

pairs of Robins, pairs of Cardinals and House Finches, and a few

Mourning Doves.

Last Friday morning there was a small, light gray, raptor (slightly

larger than a Mourning Dove) that landed just outside the windows after

missing a pass... I couldn't see it clearly though the branches.

Trillium, Bluebells, and Bloodroot all broke ground over the

weekend...Jacob's Ladder, Wild Larkspur, Columbine, Geranium, and

several species of Waterleaf started growing last week.  Dwarf Iris is

blooming.

Bob Vaiden

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Apr  1 19:43:37 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Apr  1 19:43:40 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E901A5@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <744280.940.qm@web57105.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Are the Juncos singing?

  Bernie Sloan

"Vaiden, Robert" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu> wrote:

  Still the flock of Juncos...

Also around are a Downy Woodpecker, White Throated Sparrow, a couple

pairs of Robins, pairs of Cardinals and House Finches, and a few

Mourning Doves.

Last Friday morning there was a small, light gray, raptor (slightly

larger than a Mourning Dove) that landed just outside the windows after

missing a pass... I couldn't see it clearly though the branches.

Trillium, Bluebells, and Bloodroot all broke ground over the

weekend...Jacob's Ladder, Wild Larkspur, Columbine, Geranium, and

several species of Waterleaf started growing last week. Dwarf Iris is

blooming.

Bob Vaiden

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu  Tue Apr  1 20:13:35 2008

From: sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu (Steve Bailey)

Date: Tue Apr  1 20:13:42 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Trumpeter Swans

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20080401194833.029f26d0@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

Hi all,

         I kept an eye open this morning along I-57, as I headed for 

Champaign, for a pair of Whooping Cranes which had been recently reported 

on IBET (Sunday afternoon, I think).  When I reached the flooded ag field 

south of Clifton (actually closer to the Pontiac/Ashkum exit, Iroquois 

Co.), just off the west side of the interstate, I saw two large white 

birds, but they turned out to be two TRUMPETER SWANS instead of 

cranes.  They appeared to be two juveniles molting into a more adult-like 

plumage.  Neither were wearing a neck collar.

Cheers,

Steve

Steven D. Bailey

CTAP Ornithologist

Division of Ecology & Conservation Science

Section of Plant & Wildlife Ecology

Illinois Natural History Survey

1816 South Oak St.

Champaign, Illinois 61820

Phone: 217/244-2174

Fax: 217/ 265-5110

sdbailey@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu

Visit the CTAP homepage and On-line data at http://ctap.inhs.uiuc.edu

Look for on-line INHS biological data at http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Tue Apr  1 22:01:57 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Tue Apr  1 22:01:56 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] swan at Heron Park

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080401215638.01fb0628@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Some shivering members of the Natural Areas Study Group were at Heron Park 

(Vermilion County) this morning; there was a swan that to me looked as 

though it was transitioning  into adult plumage.  Does anybody know what 

species it is?  Could not see details of the beak but it certainly did not 

have the knob of a Mute swan; looked more like a Trumpeter to me.  However 

I did not see it clearly enough to be sure.



--Helen Parker

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Wed Apr  2 06:45:04 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Wed Apr  2 06:45:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Pelicans

Message-ID: <353550.43927.qm@web82607.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

My sister ( who is just becoming interested in birding ) just called me to let me know that Lake Decatur is covered with 100"s of Pelicans.  She lives in Mt.Zion and was going over the lake to work.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080402/b6ee3412/attachment.htm

From jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org  Wed Apr  2 12:11:49 2008

From: jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org (Miller, Judith)

Date: Wed Apr  2 12:30:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 51, Issue 1

In-Reply-To: <20080402170005.6F7F02020747@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

References: <20080402170005.6F7F02020747@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

Message-ID: <E44E108D9854DB4180D1D26D224CCCEA50CD51@crystalake.UrbanaParks.Org>

Hi all,

Late last week and earlier this week, before I could stop them, my two

dogs ate what appears to be Great-horned owl eggs. They were lying under

the crabapple tree and the white pine near the house and dairy barn at

Meadowbrook. One egg was cracked open and had only a yoke - no developed

chick.  I also found at least ten big pellets under the white pine near

one of the eggs.  I know its late for these owls to be laying.  They may

have been lying on the ground for a few days before my dogs discovered

them, but they looked relatively fresh.  Weird that they were in two

areas not all that close to each other.  I searched for a nest in the

pine, but it was raining buckets and I couldn't see much.  I've heard

the adults across the road in the pine forest (earlier in the year), but

not recently.

Also, yesterday afternoon I saw a turkey vulture soaring over the

south-east section of Meadowbrook.

Judy Miller

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

Sent: Wednesday, April 02, 2008 12:00 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 51, Issue 1

Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to


birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to


birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

You can reach the person managing the list at


birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific

than "Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

Today's Topics:

   1. East Main Backyard (Vaiden, Robert)

   2. Re: East Main Backyard (B.G. Sloan)

   3. Trumpeter Swans (Steve Bailey)

   4. swan at Heron Park (Helen Parker)

   5. Pelicans (Brock Price)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Message: 1

Date: Tue, 1 Apr 2008 16:50:00 -0500

From: "Vaiden, Robert" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu>

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

To: "Birdnotes" <Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E901A5@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain;
charset="us-ascii"

Still the flock of Juncos...

Also around are a Downy Woodpecker, White Throated Sparrow, a couple

pairs of Robins, pairs of Cardinals and House Finches, and a few

Mourning Doves.

Last Friday morning there was a small, light gray, raptor (slightly

larger than a Mourning Dove) that landed just outside the windows after

missing a pass... I couldn't see it clearly though the branches.

Trillium, Bluebells, and Bloodroot all broke ground over the

weekend...Jacob's Ladder, Wild Larkspur, Columbine, Geranium, and

several species of Waterleaf started growing last week.  Dwarf Iris is

blooming.

Bob Vaiden

------------------------------

Message: 2

Date: Tue, 1 Apr 2008 17:43:37 -0700 (PDT)

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Message-ID: <744280.940.qm@web57105.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

  Are the Juncos singing?

  Bernie Sloan

"Vaiden, Robert" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu> wrote:

  Still the flock of Juncos...

Also around are a Downy Woodpecker, White Throated Sparrow, a couple

pairs of Robins, pairs of Cardinals and House Finches, and a few

Mourning Doves.

Last Friday morning there was a small, light gray, raptor (slightly

larger than a Mourning Dove) that landed just outside the windows after

missing a pass... I couldn't see it clearly though the branches.

Trillium, Bluebells, and Bloodroot all broke ground over the

weekend...Jacob's Ladder, Wild Larkspur, Columbine, Geranium, and

several species of Waterleaf started growing last week. Dwarf Iris is

blooming.

Bob Vaiden
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Message: 3

Date: Tue, 01 Apr 2008 20:13:35 -0500

From: Steve Bailey <sdbailey@inhs.uiuc.edu>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Trumpeter Swans

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20080401194833.029f26d0@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Hi all,

         I kept an eye open this morning along I-57, as I headed for 

Champaign, for a pair of Whooping Cranes which had been recently

reported 

on IBET (Sunday afternoon, I think).  When I reached the flooded ag

field 

south of Clifton (actually closer to the Pontiac/Ashkum exit, Iroquois 

Co.), just off the west side of the interstate, I saw two large white 

birds, but they turned out to be two TRUMPETER SWANS instead of 

cranes.  They appeared to be two juveniles molting into a more

adult-like 

plumage.  Neither were wearing a neck collar.

Cheers,

Steve

Steven D. Bailey

CTAP Ornithologist

Division of Ecology & Conservation Science

Section of Plant & Wildlife Ecology

Illinois Natural History Survey

1816 South Oak St.

Champaign, Illinois 61820

Phone: 217/244-2174

Fax: 217/ 265-5110

sdbailey@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu

Visit the CTAP homepage and On-line data at http://ctap.inhs.uiuc.edu

Look for on-line INHS biological data at http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu
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Message: 4

Date: Tue, 01 Apr 2008 22:01:57 -0500

From: Helen Parker <h-parker@uiuc.edu>

Subject: [Birdnotes] swan at Heron Park

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080401215638.01fb0628@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

Some shivering members of the Natural Areas Study Group were at Heron

Park 

(Vermilion County) this morning; there was a swan that to me looked as 

though it was transitioning  into adult plumage.  Does anybody know what

species it is?  Could not see details of the beak but it certainly did

not 

have the knob of a Mute swan; looked more like a Trumpeter to me.

However 

I did not see it clearly enough to be sure.



--Helen Parker

------------------------------

Message: 5

Date: Wed, 2 Apr 2008 04:45:04 -0700 (PDT)

From: Brock Price <brockprice@sbcglobal.net>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Pelicans

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <353550.43927.qm@web82607.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

My sister ( who is just becoming interested in birding ) just called me

to let me know that Lake Decatur is covered with 100"s of Pelicans.  She

lives in Mt.Zion and was going over the lake to work.
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From smithsje at egix.net  Thu Apr  3 19:56:06 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Thu Apr  3 19:58:07 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] summary of winter feeder birds

Message-ID: <E1JhaFo-00031K-CY@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

We started recording feeder birds the second week of November and are quitting the first week of April.  The following is a summary of our winter feeder birds.

Every day feeder birds:

Morning Dove

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Downy Woodpecker

Blue Jay

Red-breasted Nuthatch

White-breasted Nuthatch

Carolina Chickadee

Tuffed Titmouse

Brown-headed Cowbird

Cardinal

Dark-eyed Junco

American Goldfinch

House Finch

House Sparrow

The following came about 1/2 time.

Copoer's Hawk

Crow

Red-headed Woodpecker

Starling

Common Grackle

Red-winged Blackbird

Carolina Wren

Hairy Woodpecker

Song Sparrow

White-throated Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Tree Sparrow

These only came once or twice.

Sharp-shinned Hawk

Eastern Towhee 

Brown Thrasher

Pine Siskin

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-04-03

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Apr  4 04:40:50 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Apr  4 04:41:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] No bird sighings but did hear the sounds of Spring

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E901A5@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

References: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E901A5@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0804040428570.10755@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Gardeners, Naturalists, and birders.

I wish to add my modest abilities as a poet.

In the Spring

Frogs "Begin the Beguine"

I am so Sanguine

My apologies to Arty Shaw and Von Monroe...

Sorry for any cross postings or bad grammar.

Jim Hoyt :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From tkovacs at uiuc.edu  Fri Apr  4 09:51:40 2008

From: tkovacs at uiuc.edu (Thomas Kovacs)

Date: Fri Apr  4 09:51:46 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lodge park

Message-ID: <p06240802c41bee71ca1c@[192.168.1.66]>

Lodge Park, Wednesday, March 2:

Highlights: Blue-winged Teals, Towhee, Golden-crowned Kinglets, 

Phoebes, and our first Hermit Thrush of the year.

Tom Kovacs, Roger Kotoske

From regehr5 at aol.com  Fri Apr  4 18:35:00 2008

From: regehr5 at aol.com (regehr5@aol.com)

Date: Fri Apr  4 18:41:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Eastern phoebe

Message-ID: <8CA64C3A2824D98-FB0-1012@mblk-d19.sysops.aol.com>

Birdnotes:? On April 1, an Eastern Phoebe was foraging for insects in the sunny inner courtyard of

Clark-Lindsey Village during the early dinner hour.? I was able to watch it for at least 45 minutes

from my table in the dining room.

???? A female Robin sat quietly for a long time and two male Robins were apparantly making efforts

to decide which one would have her as a mate and claim the territory.

???? The late posting was caused by a faulty address which bounced my message back to me.

????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? Elaine Regehr

-------------- next part --------------
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Apr  5 06:51:29 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Apr  5 06:51:36 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Back to back days in the 60!

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F343991@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Birders:

I hope everyone has a chance to get out this weekend and do at least some birding with the forecast calling for back-to-back days in the 60s and winds from the South and Southwest. When was the last time that happened -- early November (five months ago)?  Migration has been bottle-necked for several weeks now with just a trickle of passerines making their way North.  I'm guessing we will have a big push this week (there is a report of more than 300 loons in Northern Illinois on IBET this morning).  Have fun and please report to Birdnotes.  I'll see some of you tomorrow on the Busey Woods Bird Walk.

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Apr  5 13:00:43 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Apr  5 13:04:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Louisiana Waterthrush

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F343993@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I spent about an hour early this morning at Meadowbrook and wasn't able to turn up much new, but I did have a late Tree Sparrow.  At home, I had a Louisiana Waterthrush in my yard -- my first new yard bird in a while (162).  Ironically, my father just picked up his 162nd yard bird in North Dakota last week -- a Red-shouldered Hawk.

Greg Lambeth

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Apr  5 17:51:47 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Apr  5 17:51:50 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 5 April

Message-ID: <30ec30250804051551w2b4284b3y546f99ac4b897bc3@mail.gmail.com>

We're still getting a pair of RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES at the suet, and

groups of 6 or 7 DARK-EYED JUNCOS in the area of the feeders.  Thursday

morning, there was a pair of PINE SISKINS at the feeders.

Today I've seen STARLINGS poking around the lawn.

Current regulars also include CARDINALS, HOUSE FINCHES, MOURNING DOVES,

DOWNY WOODPECKERS, BLUE JAYS, and HOSPS.  My apologies to anyone I've

forgotten.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Apr  6 16:23:19 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Apr  6 16:23:23 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sunday morning, Busey Woods and Crystal Lake

Message-ID: <30ec30250804061423m2c33d428qe2b400e1527e1216@mail.gmail.com>

I was late for the walk, and saw no one except another straggler.  Perhaps

everyone headed down to Crystal Lake Park pretty early.

Around the Nature Center a bit after 8:30, I saw a RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD at

the feeder facing the parking lot.  First time I can remember seeing an RWB

at a feeder, though I had heard elsewhere that they use them sometimes.

At the feeders around back were male and female DOWNY WOODPECKERS, a

CHICKADEE (I'm guessing black-capped, based on what appeared a substantial

amount of white edging on feathers of the forward part of the wing, but who

knows?), JUNCOS, and GRACKLES.

West of the footbridge to the woods, I saw a brownish WREN skittering along

the edge of and beside the boardwalk.  Didn't get a good look at it, but

from brownish plumage maybe it was a winter w.

A male-female pair of MALLARDS circled several times, quacking loudly.

I saw a COOPER'S HAWK perched and calling north of the power-line cut, and

south of the boardwalk through the woods.  Still haven't seen if they're

building a new nest around there.

The wood weren't showing a lot of action, otherwise.

About 9:15, heading south on the path from APNC to Crystal Lk Park, I saw a

lot of CHIPPING SPARROWS on the grass, and a SONG SPARROW too, I believe.

In the tree by the "No Vehicles Beyond this Point" sign, just north of the

vehicle bridge, a female YELLOW BELLIED SAPSUCKER was tapping at the bark.

I was at the "Magic Bridge" by 9:30.  There was a fair amount of action

there.  As soon as I reached the bridge, I saw 3 female GOLDEN-CROWNED

KINGLETS in the brush just to the north -- good views, at 20 to 50 feet.

Later, I saw a male and female pair on the south side of the bridge.

Within a couple minutes I looked south, and saw my best of the day, a new

bird for me:  a LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH foraging along the east bank at the

water's edge.  About 10 minutes later I heard its loud "*chink*" call as it

flew from the east side, to the north of the bridge, landing on the west

bank.  I had excellent views (within 30 feet) in good direct sunlight, for

at least five minutes, as it walked back down to the water's edge, then

foraged, slowly working south till it went under the bridge.  (Got a good

look as it ate an earthworm.)  It had the bright white eyebrow, with the

rear supercilium boldly pointing up.

An EASTERN PHOEBE was foraging to the west of the bridge.

As I continued south on the west side of the Saline Branch, there were good

looks at a male-female pair of RED-BELLIED WOODPECKERS, north of the

fountain.

At the north end of the lake, I looked west across to the island, and

spotted a bird, perched in tree branches, that stumped me.  Maybe someone

can help with ID.  It looked about the size of a large sparrow or small

thrush.  It had tan back, wings, and tail.  The underparts had tan streaks

on white or cream, concentrating in a central spot on the breast.  The head

and crown were grey.  I don't think it was a thrush.  Maybe it was a fox

sparrow, but the coloration seemed different from ones I've seen before.

Looking at the illustrations in Sibley, I don't recall what I saw today as

having as much rufous on the head as shown for the "red" (Taiga) form, which

is supposed to be predominant in this part of the continent.  The grey on

the head seems closer to that shown for the "slate-colored" (interior west)

form, although the under spotting I saw was redder than Sibley illustrates,

and the range map shows the slate-colored as being far west of here.

A CANADA GOOSE was on its nest near the north shore of the island.

There were at least ten turtles (Painted Turtle (*Chrysemys picta*) (or,

possibly, Pond Slider (*Trachemys scripta*)?)) sunning themselves on logs

fallen from the east bank of the island into the lake.

Back up at the APNC parking lot, a blue jay flew from one of the trees still

bearing red fruit from last year.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Sun Apr  6 21:32:56 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Sun Apr  6 21:32:58 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Plovers

Message-ID: <302037.66686.qm@web82608.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Saw 2 large flocks ( if that's what they are called ) of Plovers around the Arcola area today when traveling both N. and S. on I-57.  Douglas County.
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Apr  7 08:38:28 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Apr  7 08:38:36 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <302037.66686.qm@web82608.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E901B5@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Nothing fancy showing up yet...

Still a flock of 8-10 JUNCOS

A pair of CARDINALS

Several pairs of ROBINS

A PHOEBE showed up Saturday, and spent the weekend sitting near me,

fluttering from old plant stalks, tree branches, and a shovel handle.

Sunday morning about 8, a COOPER'S HAWK flew by about 35 feet away, and

approximately 6-8 feet off the ground...a tremendous look at a beautiful

Hawk!

A GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLET was flitting around the upper branches Sunday

afternoon.

A (single?) DOWNY WOODPECKER has been frequenting the feeder.

The usual MOURNING DOVES, HOUSE FINCHES, and GRACKLES were present most

of the time.

My first native wildflowers bloomed Saturday... HEPATICA and (a very

few) BLOODROOT.  Plants are erupting almost overnight all over the yard.

The first wild tulips will open today.

Bob Vaiden
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Mon Apr  7 08:57:07 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Mon Apr  7 08:57:28 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk

In-Reply-To: <302037.66686.qm@web82608.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

References: <302037.66686.qm@web82608.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0FE41E49@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

As Brian Threkeld noted in his post, the bird walk started out in Crystal Lake Park on Sunday morning and a few birders stayed on and spent some time in Busey Woods afterwards.  There were about 20 enthusiastic birders on a beautiful morning, but the birding was relatively slow.  It seemed that we might have been in a migration "gap" where birds that were already in the area took off with the Southerly wind flow, but new birds had not arrived yet.  The reports of 4000+ Golden Plovers just to the South of us are perhaps an indication of this (but who knows).

We had a few new species for the walks this year, including a Louisiana Waterthrush and a Purple Martin (seen by only a few at the very end of the walk).  There was also a late Winter Wren between Busey Woods and Crystal Lake Park foraging along the Saline Branch.  Other birds included Pine Siskin, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Yellow-rumped Warbler, Brown Creeper, Field Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Cooper's Hawk, Great-blue Heron, Eastern Bluebird and Golden-crowned Kinglet.

It's worth mentioning that there is always a lull in early April when the weather gets nice, but the passerines haven't made their way this far North yet.  With a strong Southerly wind flow overnight (Sunday), a stalled front on Tuesday and rain in the forecast, we should have a new wave of migrants this week.  I had 5-6 Yellow-rumped this morning on my run (only 1 yesterday), a Red-breasted Nuthatch in my yard and a singing Brown Thrasher.  I'm guessing we may have had a pretty good migration over night.

One other thing -  there is a flooded field about ? mile West of the Church located on the corner of Curtis and Staley (1/2 mile West of I-57).  The field I'm referring to is just South of Curtis Road.  There is a large open basin and a flooded area with lots of brush.  There were about 100 Green-winged Teal at the open pond yesterday afternoon and a Greater Yellowlegs. There were also lots of Mallards and 10 Blue-winged Teal.  This is an area worth checking out if anyone has the chance this week.  I first saw this field flying into town last weekend.  There don't appear to be many other flooded fields in Champaign County at this time.

Greg Lambeth

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080407/0a4754e4/attachment-0001.htm

From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Mon Apr  7 10:36:12 2008

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Mon Apr  7 10:36:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Savannah sparrows, tree sparrow, kestrel nest

Message-ID: <963b67030804070836u1b3a8225k974d5ec8b7455ad@mail.gmail.com>

Last evening at the future home of Porter Park in Champaign (the weedy field

at the northeast corner of Windsor and Rising Rds) I saw five or six

savannah sparrows. Hanging out with them was one American tree sparrow.

Last Monday (March 31) I saw for the first time this year a pair of kestrels

that have a nest on the east side of Temple Hoyne Buell Hall on the UI

campus.

A pair has nested in the same spot in the past two years, so I'm guessing

these are the same ones.

-- 

Rob Kanter

(217) 621-2934

rkanter@uiuc.edu
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From betuana at hotmail.com  Mon Apr  7 12:46:23 2008

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Mon Apr  7 12:49:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Boulware Trail and Mattis Park

In-Reply-To: <963b67030804070836u1b3a8225k974d5ec8b7455ad@mail.gmail.com>

References: <963b67030804070836u1b3a8225k974d5ec8b7455ad@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <BAY139-W371C4EC0335B86FCA9AFBBA7F30@phx.gbl>

Walked the trail and park a little before noon today. Many CANADA GEESE seen, as well as several pairs of MALLARDS (a couple in the lake at Mattis park, and a couple pairs in the water along the trail). 

After spending some time camped at the lake edge with my binoculars I finally identified the other birds in the water that have been eluding me for quite some time as 2 PIED-BILLED GREBES.  I regularly see dark, slightly smaller than mallard birds in the water there, but never managed to get a good enough look at them until today. They are way too good at diving under and vanishing, but definitely had the pale beak with a dark stripe, brown coloring, and white undertail coverts. First time seeing these birds (well, a definite identification of the sighting and a clear view) for me. 

Also had a GREAT BLUE HERON fly over, as well as some CROWS. GRACKLES and ROBINS along Fox Drive, and HOUSE FINCHES and GOLDFINCHES were along the north part of Boulware Trail. Saw a HERMIT THRUSH along the trail, and one (possibly the same one) along Park Haven Drive on the opposite side of the trail. HOUSE SPARROWS around as well. An unseen woodpecker was tapping out a tree as well, but never made a call or came into view.

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________

Going green? See the top 12 foods to eat organic.

http://green.msn.com/galleries/photos/photos.aspx?gid=164&ocid=T003MSN51N1653A
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon Apr  7 18:16:40 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon Apr  7 18:16:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 7 April -- foy reports

Message-ID: <30ec30250804071616v10d1d8f9if1f1552807e66d14@mail.gmail.com>

Looks like the seasonal change is gathering momentum.  At 8:15 this morning,

we saw the arrival out back of not one, not two, but ***three*** BROWN

THRASHERS.  Don't think I've seen that many at once in our yard before.

They were energetically turning over the leaves by the fences for quite a

while.

Another foy, just a minute or two later, was a BROWN CREEPER making its way

up the ash.

And, a WHITE-THROATED SPARROW (white-stripe morph) showed up at the back

fence, then flew up to forage under the feeders.

A RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH appeared at the suet.

There were lots of JUNCOS.

Other familiar faces included:

CARDINALS

HOUSE FINCHES

DOWNY WOODPECKER

MOURNING DOVES

BLUE JAY

CROWS

STARLINGS

HOSPS

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Mon Apr  7 18:28:06 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Mon Apr  7 18:24:04 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring arrivals

Message-ID: <00f801c89907$090dcfa0$1958b0d8@DELL>

In Mode, IL I am enjoying spring so much.  The last two days were splendid.  

I have a brown thrasher singing up a storm.  Today 6 white-crowned sparrows joined the white-throated sparrows who have been here a long time.  I had a wonderful little chipping sparrow just singing it's heart out hoping for a little mate to come along.  

I also had a Louisiana Waterthrush singing in the stream behind the house and a pine warbler singing in the yard.  What a joy spring is.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net
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From sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu  Mon Apr  7 20:07:29 2008

From: sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu (Steve Bailey)

Date: Mon Apr  7 20:07:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Southern Illinois Birding fest pledges

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20080407184747.033003d0@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

Hi all,

         I would like to invite everyone to some great birding in far 

southern Illinois at the Southern Illinois Birding Fest.  About everything 

that you might want to know about it can be found at 

http://www.birdingblitz.org/  It will be held this year on the 3-day 

weekend of 25-27 April, and this year it will be in conjunction with the 

annual meeting of the Illinois Ornithological Society.  I believe this is 

the 7th year for the Birding Fest, I believe the only one currently in 

Illinois.  I belong to a team of birders which has competed for four years 

in the "Big Day" that is held each year, both for fun of course, but also 

to raise funds for conservation efforts right in the Cache River 

Basin.  Last year I believe over $5, 000 was raised by all teams.  I know 

that all the money goes directly to various restoration and other 

conservation efforts right in the wetlands along the Cache.  One year, I am 

aware of (and was able to view) the funds being used at least partially to 

purchase metal weirs that were installed into eroded gullies draining small 

wetlands along the Cache River that were regularly prematurely draining the 

wetlands each year.  Not only did the weirs help retain the soil that was 

eroding more and more soil out of the swamps, but they were "trapping"  the 

soil, and helping to fill in the eroded gullies so that the wetlands were 

not draining early, which further supported the many birds (like 

Prothonotary Warblers, Wood Ducks and Yellow-crowned Night-Herons) that 

were utilizing the wetlands to feed and breed in.

         Anyway, if you would like to support our birding team (Travis 

Mahan, Craig Taylor, Dan Williams and myself) in the Big Day event, and 

support a great conservation cause in the state, simply send me your pledge 

of either a specific amount of money, or so much per species based on how 

many species you think we may tally.  Checks can be made out to the Friends 

of the Cache River Watershed.  We have won the event three of the four 

years we have entered and probably average somewhere between 160-170 

species tallied, although we have tallied 181 species once.  Thanks for 

anything that you care to contribute to this good cause.

Cheers,

Steve

Steven D. Bailey

CTAP Ornithologist

Division of Ecology & Conservation Science

Section of Plant & Wildlife Ecology

Illinois Natural History Survey

1816 South Oak St.

Champaign, Illinois 61820

Phone: 217/244-2174

Fax: 217/ 265-5110

sdbailey@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu

Visit the CTAP homepage and On-line data at http://ctap.inhs.uiuc.edu

Look for on-line INHS biological data at http://www.inhs.uiuc.edu
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From ckanchor at comcast.net  Mon Apr  7 22:09:00 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Mon Apr  7 22:09:03 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend - Sat field trip

Message-ID: <040820080309.416.47FAE1CC000172B7000001A022058860149D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

It was a beautiful day Saturday for four of us to be checking out Riverbend. We didn't see any migrants but recent arrivals were around - BROWN THRASHER, EASTERN TOWHEE, FIELD SPARROW, RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET, YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER. We spent time watching a BELTED KINGFISHER pair. The male was perched on a small tree near a female who was flying and poking at the bank giving the appearance of testing the soil. We spent a longer time watching a GREAT BLUE HERON eating a VERY large fish. I've read that one of the threats to herons is suffocation from eating something too big and I thought we were going to witness that.  We were all amazed as the fish eventually went down, although afterwards the heron just sat without any movement for some time with it's bulging neck extended straight up. I thought it was going to topple over any minute!  But eventually it lowered it's neck and started to move around - slowly.  A couple of FOX SPARROWS were keeping company with some DARK-EYED !

 JUNCOS,

 one of which was bathing in a small grassy puddle. We had close up views of an EASTERN BLUEBIRD male with two females. I'm not sure what was going on, but there was no chasing which I expected to see. Maybe it was the TREE SWALLOW nearby which also was interested in the same box possibly causing action to be suspended?? Later as I was leaving another kingfisher showed up near the bluebirds. It was very close and some good pictures were able to be taken. We ended up with 31 species.  (And, we also watched a mammal swimming the edge of the lake for a long time. I was pretty sure it was a beaver as it went down twice and I saw part of the tail. Later it disappeared under the water and we didn't see it anymore. There's lots of beaver chewing going on out there.)  

Charlene Anchor  
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From ckanchor at comcast.net  Mon Apr  7 22:22:42 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Mon Apr  7 22:23:13 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Conservation Area / Buffalo Trace

Message-ID: <040820080322.15174.47FAE5020008588800003B4622058860149D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Most of the activity this morning was from the TREE SWALLOWS and the EASTERN MEADOWLARKS. The Tree Swallows are all over checking out boxes and chasing each other. I opened 2 boxes and Tree Swallows fell out. It gave me a jolt. One box had two.  A female AMERICAN KESTRAL was trying to hover over the prairie. Tree Swallows kept dive bombing her. She went over the corn field and the swallows followed her there. So she flew away.  The meadowlarks were singing all over and some were chasing. The FIELD SPARROWS, whom I first saw on the 30th, were singing as were the SONG SPARROWS. Also saw 2 BROWN CREEPERS, 3 YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLERS, 3 RUBY-CROWNED KINGLETS, and 2 YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKERS, a beautiful male and a female, and one late AMERICAN TREE SPARROW.

Charlene Anchor
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Tue Apr  8 01:33:03 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Tue Apr  8 01:33:04 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend - Sat field trip (No Recent Sightings)

In-Reply-To: <040820080309.416.47FAE1CC000172B7000001A022058860149D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

References: <040820080309.416.47FAE1CC000172B7000001A022058860149D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0804080126270.626@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Charlene,

Now I'm sorry that I missed your field trip.

The Blue Herons could take lessons from the Pied Billed Grebes that we saw 

at "Willow Slough" a couple of years ago on our annual pilgramage to see 

the Cranes at Jasper-Pulaski in Indiana.

We saw several Grebes swallow whole (hand sized) bluegill sunfish without 

any seeming trouble.

Maybe the short necks (relative to their size) helped.

Thanks for your post.

Jim :)

On Tue, 8 Apr 2008, ckanchor@comcast.net wrote:

> It was a beautiful day Saturday for four of us to be checking out Riverbend. We didn't see any migrants but recent arrivals were around - BROWN THRASHER, EASTERN TOWHEE, FIELD SPARROW, RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET, YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER. We spent time watching a BELTED KINGFISHER pair. The male was perched on a small tree near a female who was flying and poking at the bank giving the appearance of testing the soil. We spent a longer time watching a GREAT BLUE HERON eating a VERY large fish. I've read that one of the threats to herons is suffocation from eating something too big and I thought we were going to witness that.  We were all amazed as the fish eventually went down, although afterwards the heron just sat without any movement for some time with it's bulging neck extended straight up. I thought it was going to topple over any minute!  But eventually it lowered it's neck and started to move around - slowly.  A couple of FOX SPARROWS were keeping company with some DARK-EYED !

> JUNCOS,

> one of which was bathing in a small grassy puddle. We had close up views of an EASTERN BLUEBIRD male with two females. I'm not sure what was going on, but there was no chasing which I expected to see. Maybe it was the TREE SWALLOW nearby which also was interested in the same box possibly causing action to be suspended?? Later as I was leaving another kingfisher showed up near the bluebirds. It was very close and some good pictures were able to be taken. We ended up with 31 species.  (And, we also watched a mammal swimming the edge of the lake for a long time. I was pretty sure it was a beaver as it went down twice and I saw part of the tail. Later it disappeared under the water and we didn't see it anymore. There's lots of beaver chewing going on out there.)

>

> Charlene Anchor

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue Apr  8 11:14:24 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue Apr  8 11:40:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 8 April

Message-ID: <30ec30250804080914h53ff5db3g33eb874aa528c778@mail.gmail.com>

About 8:50 this morning, an EASTERN PHOEBE was hawking insects from the

mulberry trees at the back fence.  First I've noticed one in our yard.

There was also a brown thrush (hermit?) on the ground in the same area.

The pair of RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES were at the suet again.

Lots of ROBINS, MOURNING DOVES, JUNCOS, and HOUSE FINCHES.

Just after 10:00, I was surprised to see a YB-SAPSUCKER in our ash.  It flew

over to a smaller tree . . . joining yet another YBS.  What appeared to be a

male-female pair mewed and danced up the tree, with (I think) a DOWNY

WOODPECKER a couple feet away.  The pair then flew off to another yard.

This is by a wide margin the latest I've seen a YBS in our yard.

A GOLDFINCH was singing up in the ash.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Tue Apr  8 14:33:58 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Tue Apr  8 14:59:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Walk

Message-ID: <20080408143358.BEI94364@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

I have added together my list, Greg's and Brian's lists and come up with a total of 36 species of birds for the April 6 Busey walk. Seven of these were new for this season: Great Blue Heron, Winter Wren, Yellow-rumped warbler, Louisana Waterthrush, Chipping Sparrow, Field Sparrow, and Purple Martin. No martins were on the list from last year. If we had checked the feeders more closely, we I'm sure we could have padded the list with House Sparrows, House Finches, and Goldfinches. We tend to ignore these. I have sent the complete list to be posted on the Audubon Website, www.champaigncountyaudubon.org, if you want to check it out. Come join us next Sunday as migration heats up.

Beth Chato

From ryetimothy at gmail.com  Wed Apr  9 07:28:33 2008

From: ryetimothy at gmail.com (Timothy Rye)

Date: Wed Apr  9 07:28:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sora and American Golden Plover

Message-ID: <79646f810804090528v40ec1893yaeecf07fadae2eb3@mail.gmail.com>

Hello Birdnoters,

On our way to southern Illinois on Sunday we saw 1 Sora on the side of

the road south of Bement and farther south we saw a number of American

Golden Plover flocks with a total number around 90-100 birds.

Tim and Leslie Rye

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Wed Apr  9 09:17:38 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Wed Apr  9 09:43:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] No Parking at Forestry

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080409091246.01dfd4f0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

There is one parking place at the gate into the Forestry  across from 

Meadowbrook that has been used for all the time I have lived in Urbana with 

no problem.  There is NOT a "no Parking " sign at this entrance. This 

morning as I was walking my dog I saw an IlliCop writing a ticket for the 

car parked there.  I asked if it was suddenly against the rules to park 

there and the cop said it was.  I pointed out that it had been used by 

everyone for years and years and that Forestry never came in that way.  He 

said that didn't matter.  Be warned.



--Helen Parker

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Wed Apr  9 09:20:36 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Wed Apr  9 09:43:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] LBB at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080409091741.04f0f618@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Walking my dog on the east side of Meadowbrook this morning I saw a little 

brown bird dive into a clump of grass.  Only saw it for about half a 

second, obviously not a good look, but what I saw looked like a winter 

wren.  Right color and size.  Problem--wrong habitat.  Any suggestions?




--Helen Parker

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed Apr  9 10:11:12 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed Apr  9 10:11:31 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] No Parking at Forestry

In-Reply-To: <6.0.1.1.2.20080409091246.01dfd4f0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <494965.45173.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  In all my years frequenting Meadowbrook I have NEVER understood why people insist on parking there, especially since there is a perfectly good parking lot right across the street at Meadowbrook.

  But then I grew up in an area where parking in front of a rural gate was just about asking to have your car roughly towed out of the way by a tractor using chains.  :-)

  Bernie Sloan

Helen Parker <h-parker@uiuc.edu> wrote:

  There is one parking place at the gate into the Forestry across from 

Meadowbrook that has been used for all the time I have lived in Urbana with 

no problem. There is NOT a "no Parking " sign at this entrance. This 

morning as I was walking my dog I saw an IlliCop writing a ticket for the 

car parked there. I asked if it was suddenly against the rules to park 

there and the cop said it was. I pointed out that it had been used by 

everyone for years and years and that Forestry never came in that way. He 

said that didn't matter. Be warned.

--Helen Parker

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From jrfinley at uiuc.edu  Wed Apr  9 12:29:24 2008

From: jrfinley at uiuc.edu (Jason R. Finley)

Date: Wed Apr  9 12:51:03 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Photos from Busey Woods bird walk Sun April 6th

Message-ID: <89A2DA0E-925D-428E-8844-D043D1935670@uiuc.edu>

http://www.jasonfinley.com/photogalleries/BuseyWoods_4-6-08/index.htm

These photos are from the April 6th Sunday Morning Bird Walk with the  

Champaign County Audubon Society (CCAS). I was glad to be joined by my  

friends Agnieszka, Serena, Eamon, Natalie, and Liam. Thanks to Beth  

Chato who told us about all the birds we saw.

Link also has my list of birds observed.

~jason

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Jason R. Finley

Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

Cognitive Division

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

603 East Daniel Street

Champaign, IL 61820

cell: 949-433-4216

jrfinley@uiuc.edu

http://www.jasonfinley.com/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

From mnbarron at uiuc.edu  Wed Apr  9 13:46:50 2008

From: mnbarron at uiuc.edu (Misty Barron)

Date: Wed Apr  9 13:46:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] No Parking at Forestry

Message-ID: <20080409134650.BCZ25982@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

I don't know if the general public is supposed to park there (I guess not if they wrote a ticket), but University employees and affiliates often park there when conducting research, especially when carrying cumbersome field equipment. In fact, it is sometimes bothersome when non-university vehicles are parked there. 

Misty

---- Original message ----

>Date: Wed, 9 Apr 2008 08:11:12 -0700 (PDT)

>From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>  

>Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] No Parking at Forestry  

>To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

>    

>   In all my years frequenting Meadowbrook I have NEVER

>   understood why people insist on parking there,

>   especially since there is a perfectly good parking

>   lot right across the street at Meadowbrook.

>    

>   But then I grew up in an area where parking in front

>   of a rural gate was just about asking to have your

>   car roughly towed out of the way by a tractor using

>   chains.  :-)

>    

>   Bernie Sloan

>

>   Helen Parker <h-parker@uiuc.edu> wrote:

>

>     There is one parking place at the gate into the

>     Forestry across from

>     Meadowbrook that has been used for all the time I

>     have lived in Urbana with

>     no problem. There is NOT a "no Parking " sign at

>     this entrance. This

>     morning as I was walking my dog I saw an IlliCop

>     writing a ticket for the

>     car parked there. I asked if it was suddenly

>     against the rules to park

>     there and the cop said it was. I pointed out that

>     it had been used by

>     everyone for years and years and that Forestry

>     never came in that way. He

>     said that didn't matter. Be warned.

>     --Helen Parker

>

>     _______________________________________________

>     Birdnotes mailing list

>     Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>     https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>   __________________________________________________

>   Do You Yahoo!?

>   Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam

>   protection around

>   http://mail.yahoo.com

>________________

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From betuana at hotmail.com  Wed Apr  9 16:29:20 2008

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Wed Apr  9 16:29:23 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mattis Park - White Fronted Goose and others.

Message-ID: <BAY139-W473F18D598EC2F0DBF70C7A7ED0@phx.gbl>

Went for a walk at Mattis Park today, many of the regulars there including the PIED BILLED GREBE. Also saw a LOUISIANA WATERTHRUSH hanging around the shore of the lake. There was a pair of MALLARDS, as well as the bachelor group of 3 males that I've seen several times recently there as wll.

There is (at least at noon and again when I went back at 3:30) a GREATER WHITE FRONTED GOOSE hanging around with the CANADA GEESE at the lake there. I managed to take a few pictures when I went back to look for it again this afternoon, the better ones are at http://www.flickr.com/photos/25509836@N06/ (I can send the full size ones if someone wants too!)

Also saw ROBINS, GRACKLES, STARLINGS, CROWS, HOUSE SPARROWS in Mattis Park. Saw GOLDFINCHES, a HERMIT THRUSH and a single CANADA GOOSE and a single male MALLARD along Boulware Trail as well (also a foraging muskrat), and a female YELLOW RUMPED WARBLER up at Hessel Park.

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________

Going green? See the top 12 foods to eat organic.

http://green.msn.com/galleries/photos/photos.aspx?gid=164&ocid=T003MSN51N1653A
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From smithsje at egix.net  Wed Apr  9 21:29:28 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed Apr  9 20:31:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Feeder bird in MO.

Message-ID: <E1Jjlda-0003gV-Fa@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

We visited our daughter in SW MO over the weekend.  Here is a list of Feeder birds at her feeders:

Red-bellied Woodpecker    2

Downy






 1

Pileated Woodpecker

  1

Blue Jay
                      4

Carolina Chickadee


2

White-breasted Nuthatch   1

Tuffed Titmouse



 2

Mourning Dove



2

Starling       




 2

Black & White Warbler     1

Cardinal





4

Dark-eyed Junco


   4

Chipping Sparrow

   2

Cowbird 





8

Red-winged Blackbird
 3

PURPLE FINCH            50 to 100 !!!! (Too many to count.)  

Goldfinch





4

No House Sparrows or House Finches 


Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-04-09

From calidris_1004 at yahoo.com  Wed Apr  9 22:23:39 2008

From: calidris_1004 at yahoo.com (Travis Mahan)

Date: Wed Apr  9 22:23:42 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] IOS YELLOW RAIL WALK - Change of Meeting Location

Message-ID: <949749.49737.qm@web52601.mail.re2.yahoo.com>

Hello everyone,

  For those of you planning to attend the IOS Yellow Rail Walk this Saturday, we have changed the morning meeting location due to bridge construction.  We will now be meeting at 7:30 am at the PENINSULA DAY USE AREA, which is just about 1.5 miles away from the initial meeting location.  The map link below will direct you to where the Peninsula Day Use Area is located and provides an alternative route to bypass the bridge construction:

  Map to the Peninsula Day Use Area

  If the link above doesn't work, try entering the full address that is listed below:

  http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&t=h&om=1&msid=107688114184990363187.00043f176b25d61570b20&ll=40.13899,-88.919563&spn=0.057611,0.114498&z=13

  As an additional reference, I've included a link to a general map of Clinton Lake below.  The Peninsula Day Use Area is on the southwest end of the lake.

  http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/PARKS/sitemaps/clinton.gif

  If you have any questions, please feel free to call Travis Mahan (217-454-3408) or Tyler Funk (217-348-5597).

  Please check the IOS website for additional field trip details:

  http://www.illinoisbirds.org/fieldtrips.html

  Take care,

  Travis Mahan

  Decatur, IL

  Macon Co.

  calidris_1004@yahoo.com

  Illinois Ornithological Society: http://www.illinoisbirds.org/

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From derekliebert at yahoo.com  Thu Apr 10 07:31:03 2008

From: derekliebert at yahoo.com (Derek Liebert)

Date: Thu Apr 10 07:31:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Earth Day Boneyard Creek Event, Sat 4/19 9am-noon

Message-ID: <219022.69104.qm@web35302.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Celebrate Earth Day on Sat April 19th by getting down & dirty at one of Champaign-Urbana?s natural treasures. 

Help restore the beauty of the Boneyard Creek through Champaign, Urbana and Campustown by volunteering for organized activities to clean up, mark storm drains and naturalize the Boneyard Creek.

? Check in at 9:00 am (Volunteers will meet at Scott Park, 207 E. Springfield, Champaign and receive assignments)

? 9:00 am to Noon ? Work time (Clean-Up, Storm Drain Marking & Naturalization activities all around the community)

? Noon ? Free lunch After the work is done, meet back at Scott Park for lunch (as thanks for a job well done).

Prepare to get dirty! 

? Closed Toe Shoes Required (no flip-flops), T-Shirts provided (if you have a T-shirt from last year, please wear it) 

? Wear Long Pants 

? Bring your own water bottle 

? Free parking in all City of Champaign meters around Scott Park

For more info, visit www.boneyardcreek.org

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From lwasson at hughes.net  Thu Apr 10 08:01:37 2008

From: lwasson at hughes.net (lwasson)

Date: Thu Apr 10 08:03:32 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Osprey at Riverbend

Message-ID: <000401c89b0b$423f4f50$6501a8c0@Downstairs>

During early evening last Saturday (April 5th) I was proceeding to my frog

monitoring site on the east side of Shadow Lake at Riverbend when I had a

very quick glimpse of what I thought was an Osprey.  It was flying directly

away from me and I only had a moment to observe it so wasn't confident

enough of my ID to report it.  However, yesterday afternoon an Osprey

circled over our house which as the crow/osprey flies is probably less than

a mile and a half to the southeast from where I observed the bird on

Saturday evening.  That, of course, makes me more certain that I did see an

Osprey on Saturday and assume it very likely that the two sightings were of

the same bird.

Bill
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Thu Apr 10 10:40:22 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Thu Apr 10 10:40:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard towhee

Message-ID: <30ec30250804100840q4f4c0f03u6b09cd916bb72d12@mail.gmail.com>

Just had our first EASTERN TOWHEE of the year -- a male, scratching under

the feeders in the rain.  An exciting moment.

Lots of JUNCOs around.  DOWNY WOODPECKERs at suet, GOLDFINCH male with

brightening plumage at seeds.  CARDINALs at seeds, BROWN THRASHERs in yard.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080410/a737c619/attachment.htm

From Larryoed at aol.com  Thu Apr 10 13:32:26 2008

From: Larryoed at aol.com (Larryoed@aol.com)

Date: Thu Apr 10 13:33:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] spring migrants

Message-ID: <c15.102194f6.352fb73a@aol.com>

For the past 2 days we have had female rose-breasted grosbeaks and chipping  

sparrows at our feeders.

Margaret Hoffman

larryoed@aol.com

**************Planning your summer road trip? Check out AOL Travel Guides.    

  (http://travel.aol.com/travel-guide/united-states?ncid=aoltrv00030000000016)

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080410/ec251e8b/attachment.htm

From Larryoed at aol.com  Fri Apr 11 08:45:44 2008

From: Larryoed at aol.com (Larryoed@aol.com)

Date: Fri Apr 11 09:13:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] correction

Message-ID: <d31.2a9de585.3530c588@aol.com>

One of the advantages of the Audubon group and birdnotes is learning from  

the more experienced. The female rose-breasted grosbeaks that I reported  

yesterday have turned into female purple finches.  I did not realize they  looked so 

much alike.  This morning I saw them with males.  Thanks  Beth.  

Margaret Hoffman

**************Planning your summer road trip? Check out AOL Travel Guides.    

  (http://travel.aol.com/travel-guide/united-states?ncid=aoltrv00030000000016)
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Apr 12 08:35:01 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Apr 12 09:07:13 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Quack!

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080412083159.01dff520@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

When I opened my front door this morning the first thing I heard was 

"quack, quack!"  Two mallards flew over.  Not a usual yard bird for me.  We 

haven't had THAT much rain!



--Helen Par,er

From patchapel at comcast.net  Sat Apr 12 10:57:00 2008

From: patchapel at comcast.net (Pat Chapel)

Date: Sat Apr 12 09:56:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lake Devonshire

Message-ID: <000c01c89cb5$d8fde270$0201a8c0@Office>

We had four pair of Lesser Scaup and three Eared Grebes diving this morning.  They 'worked' the lake on close proximity to one another.  

Pat. Chapel

Champaign

-------------- next part --------------
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From bkuch2 at comcast.net  Sat Apr 12 14:42:56 2008

From: bkuch2 at comcast.net (Betsy Kuchinke)

Date: Sat Apr 12 14:44:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lake Devonshire

Message-ID: <260162b849e795abaf1e0a512de97973@comcast.net>

Today we have:

2 Hooded mergansers, both females

6 Chipping sparrows

2 Tree swallows dive-bombed the mergansers as I was watching them 

through my binoculars! Maybe just having fun.

Betsy Kuchinke

Champaign

From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Sat Apr 12 15:36:50 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Sat Apr 12 15:36:55 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] twohee, creeper, kinglet, chipping sparrows

References: <260162b849e795abaf1e0a512de97973@comcast.net>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114992B8D@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Greetings!

We had a male twohee, tree creeper, kinglet, and a chipping sparrow today; and the usuals: two families of cardinals both males and females fighting; robins - males fighting over a female, house finches; gold finches - have molted some fully some only slightly; lots of juncos, red breasted nuthatches (all winter), wrens, house sparrows, doves, starlings, blue jays. The fox sparrows that were here for three weeks but now have gone.

some pictures at:

http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/

Ivan

From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Sat Apr 12 21:34:46 2008

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Sat Apr 12 21:36:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] White-winged Dove in Urbana

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080412190120.03cd0280@mail.millikin.edu>

I saw a White-winged Dove in my yard this evening from about 5:50 until 

6:30.  I was able to get my scope on it and see the tail length and 

pattern, the head coloration with large black spot behind and below the 

eye, the red iris, and large white wing patches.  I saw it fly and the 

white wing patches were very visible, as was the white at the tip of the 

tail.  Beth Chato and Helen Parker came over and saw it.  Helen and I got 

reasonable photos with out digital cameras through the scope.

Ray

Iowa St near Carle Park

From forrestaubel at gmail.com  Sat Apr 12 21:52:22 2008

From: forrestaubel at gmail.com (Forrest Aubel)

Date: Sat Apr 12 21:52:23 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] White-winged Dove in Urbana

In-Reply-To: <5.2.0.9.2.20080412190120.03cd0280@mail.millikin.edu>

References: <5.2.0.9.2.20080412190120.03cd0280@mail.millikin.edu>

Message-ID: <f2f281c90804121952l7567a8aau7c410047f60c7e6b@mail.gmail.com>

On Sat, Apr 12, 2008 at 9:34 PM, Ray F. Boehmer <rboehmer@mail.millikin.edu>

wrote:

> I saw a White-winged Dove in my yard this evening from about 5:50 until

> 6:30.  I was able to get my scope on it and see the tail length and pattern,

> the head coloration with large black spot behind and below the eye, the red

> iris, and large white wing patches.  I saw it fly and the white wing patches

> were very visible, as was the white at the tip of the tail.  Beth Chato and

> Helen Parker came over and saw it.  Helen and I got reasonable photos with

> out digital cameras through the scope.

>

I gather that's an unusual bird for this area, then?  Last summer there was

one living in the outside garden department of the Home Depot in Champaign.

 I cashiered out there and there's nothing like watching a bird for 4-hour

stretches of time to make sure you nailed your identification.  It was

foraging around for sticks and stuff about 10 feet from where I was.  It

definitely had a nest up in the beams.

Forrest

-------------- next part --------------
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Apr 13 11:34:01 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Apr 13 11:35:36 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] White-winged Dove in Urbana

In-Reply-To: <5.2.0.9.2.20080412190120.03cd0280@mail.millikin.edu>

References: <5.2.0.9.2.20080412190120.03cd0280@mail.millikin.edu>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439A0@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Ray:

A great find!  White-winged Doves are notorious for being "one day wonders", but please post if you see it again.

Greg Lambeth

________________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Ray F. Boehmer [rboehmer@mail.millikin.edu]

Sent: Saturday, April 12, 2008 9:34 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] White-winged Dove in Urbana

I saw a White-winged Dove in my yard this evening from about 5:50 until

6:30.  I was able to get my scope on it and see the tail length and

pattern, the head coloration with large black spot behind and below the

eye, the red iris, and large white wing patches.  I saw it fly and the

white wing patches were very visible, as was the white at the tip of the

tail.  Beth Chato and Helen Parker came over and saw it.  Helen and I got

reasonable photos with out digital cameras through the scope.

Ray

Iowa St near Carle Park

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Apr 13 11:46:03 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Apr 13 11:46:07 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439A1@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

It was a very cold morning with clouds, wind, snow, sleet and (believe it or not) 10 birders.  We were fortunate to have Dr. Janet Jokela with us just in case anyone came down with a case of hypothermia.  As the psychologist in the group, I had to wonder about our collective mental health.  Nevertheless, we had a good time and many birds were low to the ground feeding on insects.  We had relatively large numbers of Brown Creepers (about 15), Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers (about 20) and Hermit Thrushes (about 12).  We had 3 beautiful Purple Finches at the feeders outside the nature center.  Other good birds for the day included 2 Winter Wrens, 7 Rough-winged Swallows, 1 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher and 10 Ruby-crowned Kinglets.

Here's some of the other species for the day:

Turkey Vulture

Cooper's Hawk

Canada Goose

Belted Kingfisher

Mallard

Downy Woodpecker

White-breasted Nuthatch

Red-breasted Nuthatch

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Northern Flicker

Golden-crowned Kinglet

Swamp Sparrow

White-throated Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow

Dark-eyed Juncos

House Sparrow

Cardinal

Robin

Blue Jay

Crow

House Finch

Goldfinch

Rufous-sided Towhee

Greg Lambeth

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Apr 13 16:58:38 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Apr 13 16:58:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439A1@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439A1@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <30ec30250804131458m7763e493u886741ff57357d1b@mail.gmail.com>

I think Greg's commendably comprehensive list may have omitted the beautiful

*eastern bluebird (male)* that we saw at the end of the morning's retreat

from Moscow -- I mean, bird walk -- near the picnic area west of the Magic

Bridge, in Crystal Lake Park.  He (the bird, not Greg) was perching about

ten feet up, then hitting the deck for some bug or worm, and returning to

perch to scout for food.  The blue of his back and head was wondrous, a

magical tonic for such an inhospitable day.

Anyhow, in the course of our walk I believe that we saw a number of *eastern

phoebes*, too.  And I think I recall that, when I met the main group at the

northwest corner of the woods, Greg mentioned that they'd seen a

*black-and-white

warbler* down on the low ground in the woods.  The only other observation

I'd add for this morning is that we got good looks at the *leucistic junco*,

which was with other juncos west of the footbridge between APNC and the

woods.

About when we saw the bluebird, I made a smart remark about the robins

surely having enough mud for their nests this spring.  But sure enough,

after we'd concluded the walk and gone our ways, when I stopped at the

vehicle bridge below the swimming pools, I saw a robin flash across the

stream, from the park, carrying mud in her bill.  She landed at a nest she's

building just up from the bridge, suspended over the water from brush

growing out from the east/north bank.  I got a good view as she repeatedly

pressed herself down into the nest, turning a few degrees each time,

methodically forming the cup.

As long as I'm typing, I'll give a brief report from the IOS yellow rail

walk, which was Saturday.  The weather varied from bad to abysmal.  Our

search method was to march in rank formation across the marshland below

Clinton Lake dam.  The ground was soaked, where not inundated, and was

uneven in the extreme, with the tussocks of grass projecting a foot above

the low furrows between them.  On had to watch one's feet constantly while

walking, rather than looking up and around for birds.  And, our IOS

drillmasters were pushing us across these Elysian fields at a startling

doubletime pace!  The description of this part of the event on the IOS site

states that it "requires moderate physical effort with difficult walking

through wet marsh vegetation."  I think it would be fair to say that it

requires *strenuous* physical effort with *brutally punishing* walking

through the marsh!  My legs and feet are almost crippled today.

And, for all that, the yellow rails skunked us.

Nevertheless, we saw some good birds, benefiting from the expertise of the

trip leaders.  Below the dam, we got a terrific look at a *sora*, with a

pretty individual showing itself as close as 15 feet.  We also had good,

close looks at several *swamp sparrows*, a *Le Conte's sparrow*, and a

*Henslow's

sparrow*.  We had *snipes*, *blue herons* in flight, *meadowlarks*, and

innumerable *male red-winged blackbirds*.  Upon leaving the marsh, back up

on the berm, there were *bluebirds* hawking insects in the field across the

road from where we parked.

After lunch, close to noon, we headed east from Clinton on State Route 54,

along the north shore of the lake.  We pulled into what I believe was the

West Side Day-Use & Boat Access.  The dam was south of us across several

hundred yards of lake.  Among other birds, we saw *American coots*, a *bald

eagle* (adult plumage) in flight, a *common loon* close to the dam (best

seen through scopes), and *Bonaparte's gulls*.

Further east, at the IP Energy & Environmental Center entrance, we saw

an *American

white pelican* across the lake, just west of the power plant.  After we'd

been there a few minutes, three more rose from the lake at much closer

range, taking flight from the north side of the road and bridge (where they

had been hidden, while on the the lake surface, from where we were

standing).

This morning, Greg was interested to hear that we'd seen pelicans on Clinton

Lake.  He said that he thought it was good habitat for them, and had been

puzzled that he'd never seen any there.

Our final stop yesterday was a stretch of the far northeastern reach of the

lake, where we turned off the road between Parnell and Farmer City.  We saw

14 more pelicans there (a total of 18 for the day), along with *Canada geese

*, *red-breasted mergansers*, *horned grebes*, *snipes*, a couple *flickers*,

*ruby-crowed kinglets*, *yellow-rumped warblers*, a *rusty blackbird*, *

downy* and *hairy woodpeckers*, a *brown thrasher*, and a *song sparrow*.

We were hearing a *towhee*, but I don't know if anyone spotted it.

On a more prosaic note, after returning home Saturday I saw a *female

yellow-rumped warbler* out front -- our first warbler in the yard this year.

Today, I've been seeing a beautifully colored *male yellow-rumped* out

back.  Also out back today are a *red-breasted nuthatch*, *juncos*, *brown

thrashers*, *robins*, *cardinals*, *house finches*, a *chipping sparrow*, a

*brown creeper*, and *downy woodpeckers*.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On Sun, Apr 13, 2008 at 11:46 AM, Lambeth, Gregory S <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

wrote:

>

> It was a very cold morning with clouds, wind, snow, sleet and (believe it

> or not) 10 birders.  We were fortunate to have Dr. Janet Jokela with us just

> in case anyone came down with a case of hypothermia.  As the psychologist in

> the group, I had to wonder about our collective mental health.

>  Nevertheless, we had a good time and many birds were low to the ground

> feeding on insects.  We had relatively large numbers of Brown Creepers

> (about 15), Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers (about 20) and Hermit Thrushes (about

> 12).  We had 3 beautiful Purple Finches at the feeders outside the nature

> center.  Other good birds for the day included 2 Winter Wrens, 7

> Rough-winged Swallows, 1 Blue-gray Gnatcatcher and 10 Ruby-crowned Kinglets.

>

> Here's some of the other species for the day:

>

> Turkey Vulture

> Cooper's Hawk

> Canada Goose

> Belted Kingfisher

> Mallard

> Downy Woodpecker

> White-breasted Nuthatch

> Red-breasted Nuthatch

> Yellow-rumped Warbler

> Northern Flicker

> Golden-crowned Kinglet

> Swamp Sparrow

> White-throated Sparrow

> Field Sparrow

> Chipping Sparrow

> Dark-eyed Juncos

> House Sparrow

> Cardinal

> Robin

> Blue Jay

> Crow

> House Finch

> Goldfinch

> Rufous-sided Towhee

>

>

> Greg Lambeth

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Apr 13 18:07:26 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Apr 13 18:09:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250804131458m7763e493u886741ff57357d1b@mail.gmail.com>

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439A1@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>,


<30ec30250804131458m7763e493u886741ff57357d1b@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439A3@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Thanks to Brian for remembering several species that I omitted from my list.  I have to say that leaving off Black-n-white Warbler -- definitely one of our better birds for the day -- is a clear sign that part of my cerebral cortex froze during the walk and is still thawing out.

Greg

From smithsje at egix.net  Sun Apr 13 22:02:49 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sun Apr 13 21:05:08 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] bittern

Message-ID: <E1JlE49-0006Kf-5G@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Yesterday, Saturday, an American Bittern was along the edge of our farm's ox bow wetland.  There is no marsh grass or cattails here for a bittern to hide. Result, it was very shy.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-04-13

From norris at pdnt.com  Mon Apr 14 08:17:06 2008

From: norris at pdnt.com (Pat Norris)

Date: Mon Apr 14 08:17:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] not local - sandhill cranes

Message-ID: <MAEOIAJPHFPDIBIAPBINKEFFELAA.norris@pdnt.com>

Coming home from Oregon through the Kearny, NE area, we saw flocks and

flocks of sandhill cranes. We stopped for a few minutes to listen to the

ones already in the field.

Pat Norris

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Apr 14 08:21:27 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Apr 14 08:21:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard\Weaver Park

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439A1@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E901C3@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Not too much in the yard yet...

Phoebe...

Golden Crowned Kinglet...

White Throated Sparrows...

Juncos still around...

Red Tailed Hawk...

Cardinals, Mourning Doves, Grackles, couple of Starlings

3 or 4 species of wild tulips blooming...

Dutchman's Breeches blooming...

Spring Beauty blooming...

Bloodroot at full bloom...

Hepatica about to finish...

Toothwort about to open...

Bluebells budding...

Spicebush in bloom...

---------------------------------

A cold work day at WEAVER PARK Saturday afternoon... We got a fair

amount of clean-up and garlic mustard removal done...

Planted some Trillium...

While we worked, a RED TAILED HAWK flew into a tree in our area (a bit

odd... they usually leave the vicinity); it was carrying a 10-12 inch

stick...nest building?

A bit later, the unmistakable silhouette of an OSPREY flew over the

park, headed North.  THAT'S a first for the neighborhood!:)

Bob Vaiden

From smithsje at egix.net  Tue Apr 15 23:26:29 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Tue Apr 15 22:28:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] herons

Message-ID: <E1JlyKG-0002aT-Ct@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Sue Smith and I canoed today from Crystal Lake Park downstream on the Saline Ditch to the Salt Fork and beyond to the Homer Lake Road.  A single Great-blue Heron nest was located on the south bank atop a dead snag a short distance downstream from the first I-74 bridge.  A second nest in another snagnearby was not in use.

Just upstream from the junction with the Salt Fork was a GBH rookery of 12 active nests.  All in the tops of sycamores.  8 on the north bank and 4 on the south. 

The only sandy bank along this section of stream contained a Kingfisher nest burrow.  We saw one enter and two leave the burrow.

Birds of interest included many Wood Ducks, Mallards, Blue-winged Teal, Green Herons, Rough-winged Swallows, Ruby-crowned Kinglets, Winter Wrens, Phoebes (nests under bridges) and a sigle Hermit Thrush.  

Jim Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-04-15

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Wed Apr 16 09:02:31 2008

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Wed Apr 16 09:02:42 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring migrants

Message-ID: <cad.2dde3518.353760f7@aol.com>

Just a repeat of an earlier e-mail that I don't think went through - I had a 

Worm-eating warbler in the UI Forestry on April 13, an Orange-crowned warbler 

in Meadowbrook on the same day, and found a dead Blue-gray gnatcatcher.  On 

the 15th I had my first House wren at my home in south Champaign.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

**************It's Tax Time! Get tips, forms and advice on AOL Money & 

Finance.      (http://money.aol.com/tax?NCID=aolcmp00300000002850)
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Wed Apr 16 20:26:43 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Wed Apr 16 20:27:09 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Chimney Swifts

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439B1@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I had 3 Chimney Swifts over downtown Urbana this evening at 7:30pm.  Spring really is here!

Greg Lambeth

From threlkster at gmail.com  Wed Apr 16 22:04:55 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Wed Apr 16 22:05:05 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Chimney Swifts

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439B1@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439B1@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <30ec30250804162004j1af37455ic313851248921661@mail.gmail.com>

On Wed, Apr 16, 2008 at 8:26 PM, Lambeth, Gregory S <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

wrote:

>

> I had 3 Chimney Swifts over downtown Urbana this evening at 7:30pm.

>  Spring really is here!

>

> Greg Lambeth

> _______________________________________________

>

This is one day earlier than Greg's first sighting last year.  See <

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/2007-April/003220.html>.

It's 3 days later than his first in 2006 (<

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/2006-April/001636.html>),

and a day later than the first sighting, by Bryan Guarente, in 2005 (<

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/2005-April/000214.html>).

To make that clearer, the race went to the first swift as follows in each

year:

2005:     April 15

2006:     April 13

2007:     April 17

2008:     April 16

More or less, the swifts come back as the tax returns fly out.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Thu Apr 17 09:33:38 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Thu Apr 17 09:33:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 17 April

Message-ID: <30ec30250804170733r454a007y8f73f1adc7f16c49@mail.gmail.com>

A BROWN CREEPER or two on the old ash.  I saw another little bird hopping up

the bark, and thought it was a creeper, but when I got the binoculars on it

. . . I saw it was a RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET who *wished* to be a creeper.  We

must have at least a couple of the kinglets out back.  I saw one flash its

crown; a kinglet was also going to the ground to forage among the leaves,

which I haven't seen much before.

The JUNCOS are still around -- at least a couple -- and we've had a very

nice WHITE-THROATED SPARROW (white-striped morph), and a CHIPPING SPARROW or

two.  Others:

CARDINALS

BLUE JAY

HOSP (female)

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Thu Apr 17 09:52:36 2008

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Thu Apr 17 09:52:58 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Roselawn & Mount Hope cemeteries on UI campus

Message-ID: <963b67030804170752wf0a1fbevd723d5e203e86145@mail.gmail.com>

As of today things are really beginning to change in the cemetery. (I ride

my bicycle through on the way to work--a 5-minute ride in winter, a 1/2 hour

sometimes at this time of year.) In recent weeks there have been lots of

yellow-bellied sapsuckers and brown creepers, but I didn't notice either

today. Birds of note included

7 + BROWN THRASHERS (they were everywhere!)

GOLDEN-CROWNED AND RUBY CROWNED KINGLETS

1 PINE WARBLER

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLERS (they've been singing all week)

2 FIELD SPARROWS

JUNCOS, still

40 CHIPPING SPARROWS flocking together on a gravel road. I've never seen so

many in a group.

-- 

Rob Kanter

(217) 621-2934

rkanter@uiuc.edu
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Thu Apr 17 10:17:50 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Thu Apr 17 10:18:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Back Yard

In-Reply-To: <963b67030804170752wf0a1fbevd723d5e203e86145@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E901D6@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Finally...!

Had a warbler... late Wednesday afternoon.

Yellow-Rumped Warbler

Golden-Crowned Kinglet (2)

Red-Winged Blackbird

...And the usual Cardinals, Robins, House Finches, Mourning Doves,

Grackles, etc...

Bob Vaiden :-)
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Fri Apr 18 10:16:45 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Fri Apr 18 10:16:51 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring Bird Count May 10

Message-ID: <20080418101645.BET22217@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

  It is time for me to round up the troops again for the 2008 Statewide Spring Bird Count. It is Saturday, May 10. The count is done County by County, and Champaign Audubon is responsible for two counties. I am the organizer for Champaign County. Charlene Anchor organizes Piatt County. We need lots of help, as there is a lot of territory to cover. You can help for any amount of time during that specific day and I will set up teams and territories. You can also organize your own team. Please let me know if you are available. If you have helped other years and are not available, let me know that too to save phone calls.

Beth Chato

344-6803

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Apr 18 12:39:49 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Apr 18 12:40:05 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 4/17 - Bluebirds, FOY Common Yellowthroat

Message-ID: <685551.92917.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

?

I stopped by Meadowbrook briefly on my way out of town yesterday afternoon. I was only there about half an hour and only birded the area between McCullough Creek and the Hickman wildfower walk. 24 species in total.

?

The highlight was seeing several Eastern Bluebirds. Have there been many of them around Meadowbrook this spring?

?

Also had a first-of-year Common Yellowthroat.

?

There were also about a dozen Northern Flickers in that relatively small area.

?

Here's the list:

?

Red-tailed Hawk - 1

Ring-necked Pheasant - 1

Northern Flicker - 12

Downy Woodpecker - 1

Red-bellied Woodpecker - 2

Carolina Wren - 2

House Wren - 1

Common Yellowthroat - 1

Northern Cardinal - 2

Blue Jay - 1

Brown Thrasher - 1

Eastern Bluebird - 3-4

American Robin - 7

Eastern Phoebe - 1

Song Sparrow - 6

White-throated Sparrow - 1

House Finch - 2

American Goldfinch - 8

House Sparrow

American Crow - 3

European Starling - 5

Common Grackle - 2

Red-winged Blackbird - several

Brown-headed Cowbird - 2

?

Bernie Sloan

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Be a better friend, newshound, and 

know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.  http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i62sR8HDtDypao8Wcj9tAcJ

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Fri Apr 18 13:20:37 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Fri Apr 18 13:20:56 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 4/17 - Bluebirds, FOY Common Yellowthroat

Message-ID: <041820081820.20850.4808E675000526FB0000517222007343649D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Regarding the bluebirds.....

I was at Meadowbrook Wednesday morning checking the boxes.  No nests have been started in any of the boxes but the boxes are being checked out. There is a single nestbox on the south savannah with a small tree west of it. A pair of bluebirds were sitting in the tree. They were on the bottom branches while 3 tree swallows were in the top branches. Periodically 3 more tree swallows would join them and they would all fly around the box together.  At one point the male bluebird flew out and grabbed an insect. Immediately one of the swallows dive-bombed him and the bluebird dropped the insect. Then the male bluebird went back to his perch in the tree next to the box. I don't want to get too hopeful but I am excited to see the bluebirds back interested in the boxes. They had a run of bad luck for awhile and then didn't come back for several years. Now that they are back, they have to compete with the swallows who have been successsful for the past couple of years. When I finally l!

 eft, th

e male bluebird was still sitting on a bottom branch (the female had flown away) and the tree swallows were back on the top. I'm hoping the bluebirds can hang in there this year. But the female makes the choice of where to nest. So the next step is up to her.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- Original message -------------- 

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com> 

> 

> I stopped by Meadowbrook briefly on my way out of town yesterday afternoon. I 

> was only there about half an hour and only birded the area between McCullough 

> Creek and the Hickman wildfower walk. 24 species in total. 

> 

> The highlight was seeing several Eastern Bluebirds. Have there been many of them 

> around Meadowbrook this spring? 

> 

> Also had a first-of-year Common Yellowthroat. 

> 

> There were also about a dozen Northern Flickers in that relatively small area. 

> 

> Here's the list: 

> 

> Red-tailed Hawk - 1 

> Ring-necked Pheasant - 1 

> Northern Flicker - 12 

> Downy Woodpecker - 1 

> Red-bellied Woodpecker - 2 

> Carolina Wren - 2 

> House Wren - 1 

> Common Yellowthroat - 1 

> Northern Cardinal - 2 

> Blue Jay - 1 

> Brown Thrasher - 1 

> Eastern Bluebird - 3-4 

> American Robin - 7 

> Eastern Phoebe - 1 

> Song Sparrow - 6 

> White-throated Sparrow - 1 

> House Finch - 2 

> American Goldfinch - 8 

> House Sparrow 

> American Crow - 3 

> European Starling - 5 

> Common Grackle - 2 

> Red-winged Blackbird - several 

> Brown-headed Cowbird - 2 

> 

> Bernie Sloan 

> 

> 

> 

> ________________________________________________________________________________ 

> ____ 

> Be a better friend, newshound, and 

> know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile. Try it now. 

> http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i62sR8HDtDypao8Wcj9tAcJ 

> _______________________________________________ 

> Birdnotes mailing list 

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes 
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Fri Apr 18 14:37:02 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Fri Apr 18 14:37:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] mockingbird

Message-ID: <20080418143702.BET53867@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

There was a Mockingbird in the U/I Arboretum this morning. It was in those rows of short shrubs just south of the Idea Garden. Not much else around and it was very windy.

My juncos seem to be gone. How about everyone else's?

Beth

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Fri Apr 18 14:44:14 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Fri Apr 18 14:45:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Juncos

In-Reply-To: <20080418143702.BET53867@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E901EF@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Juncos were here yesterday... Haven't seen any this morning.  

White-Throated Sparrows are hanging around...

Bob Vaiden

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of John & Beth

Chato

Sent: Friday, April 18, 2008 2:37 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] mockingbird

Birdnoters,

There was a Mockingbird in the U/I Arboretum this morning. It was in

those rows of short shrubs just south of the Idea Garden. Not much else

around and it was very windy.

My juncos seem to be gone. How about everyone else's?

Beth

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Fri Apr 18 14:58:07 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Fri Apr 18 14:54:08 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Juncos

Message-ID: <012001c8a18e$87bda5c0$5d58b0d8@DELL>

I had three juncos yesterday and none today.  I think they rode the south wind last night.  I did have my first brilliant blue indigo bunting today.  My little grandson and granddaughter were enthralled with it.  The white-crowned and white-throated sparrows are getting such beautiful plumages and their songs just fill the air.  

Some of the goldfinches are turning bright yellow and black.  It was too windy to hear many warblers but I just know they are out there.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net
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From betuana at hotmail.com  Fri Apr 18 15:07:53 2008

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Fri Apr 18 15:10:31 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mattis Park, Boulware Trail, Meadowbrook, etc

Message-ID: <BAY139-W471991CBDAFAFCBB924663A7E40@phx.gbl>

Haven't been able to post for a few days, so have several days of sightings:

Boulware Trail between Fox Dr and Devonshire - seen many GOLDFINCHES hanging around, as well as HOUSE FINCHES, SONG SPARROWS, and the standard HOUSE SPARROWS, ROBINS, and GRACKLES. Also have a single male MALLARD that I've seen in the water there, and occasional CANADA GEESE. The most interesting sighting have been of some very bold little RUBY CROWNED KINGLETS, once on Monday when it landed on a branch just a foot in front of my face, before hopping higher out of sight, and then again on Wednesday when one flew by and another sat on some low branches in a pine tree feet away, looked at me, and the proceeded to hop to the ground to dig in the needles, not caring that I was there, or about joggers going by. Have some pictures that I need to go through and see if any turned out...

Mattis Park - many CANADA GEESE, ROBINS, and GRACKLES. Some CHIPPING SPARROWS have been hanging around the bridge on the north side. Saw a GREAT BLUE HERON on the shore. Also have seen the PIED BILLED GREBE a few times, though its a pain to spot. A pair of MALLARDS has been hanging around, as well as the bachlor group of 4 male mallards. On wednesday there were 2 pairs of BLUE WINGED TEALS on the lake, but they were gone on Thursday, not there today either. CROWS flying over, and TURKEY VULTURES did a fly over this afternoon.

Meadowbrook - some unknown little olive green/yellowish warbler was seen on Monday - extremely active, up in the trees by the south west bridge, wouldn't stop long enough to get binoculars focused on it. Have seen a whole bunch of RING NECKED PHEASANTS this week in the evenings, often seeming to be quarreling with each other. Several EASTERN BLUEBIRDS have reappeared along the wildflower walk, the SW Bridge, and along the south trail. Also have seen some YELLOW RUMPED WARBLERS in the trees along the wildflower walk. GRACKLES, STARLINGS, ROBINS, RED WINGED BLACKBIRDS and CROWS were all over too. We believe we saw some WOOD DUCKS fly over Tuesday, but didn't get a positive ID. Many TREE SWALLOWS around this week. BROWN CREEPERS seen along the wildflower walk. Also NORTHERN FLICKERS  along the same walk. On Tuesday and Wednesday we saw an EASTERN MEADOWLARK sitting and singing out in the open at the top of the trees by the Bridge near the parking lot off of Kirby and Vine. Have heard WOODCOCKS calling several times, but have yet to see them. 

Around our yard on Westhaven Drive we've seen a DOWNY WOODPECKER a couple of times, a BROWN CREEPER on the tree, and just down the street about an hour ago I got a good look at a BLACK AND WHITE WARBLER in a tree in my neighbor's front yard. Of course, many GRACKLES, HOUSE SPARROWS and ROBINS around.  A few pairs of CARDINALS and BLUEJAYS. We have a pair of CAROLINA WRENS that visits our yard frequently. This morning I heard a WHITE THROATED SPARROW calling. Saw a JUNCO Wednesday, but didn't see any yesterday or today.

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________

Pack up or back up?use SkyDrive to transfer files or keep extra copies. Learn how.

http://www.windowslive.com/skydrive/overview.html?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_Refresh_skydrive_packup_042008
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Fri Apr 18 15:52:34 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Apr 18 15:52:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 18 May - Juncos and more

Message-ID: <30ec30250804181352l57c2d6b4l6a4ddee58af1d233@mail.gmail.com>

Apropos of Beth's query, I guess we're lucky; we still had at least 4 JUNCOS

out back this morning.  (Either lucky, or my tendencies toward

procrastination have a trans-species contagious quality.)  I also saw a

female PURPLE FINCH; made me think of a rose-breasted grosbeak for an

instant, but not nearly big enough.  There were CHIPPING SPARROWS around,

and I believe we had several FIELD SPARROWS below the dining room window,

but not long enough to get an absolute lock on the ID (I'll say I'm 80%

positive).  There was a RUBY-CROWNED KINGLET bopping around, a ROBIN

gathering nest material, and STARLINGS here and there.  As usual, CARDINALS

and MOURNING DOVES in the yard, a THRASHER, I think, and CROWS flying by.

Yesterday morning I was hearing a white-throated sparrow's breeding song.  I

understand that their breeding ground is north of here . . . do they

practice on the way there?

On the non-bird front:  The eastern cottontails are becoming more visible

out back, and the big tulip poplar out front is popping out leaves from the

buds -- definitely beating to the punch most of the other trees around our

neighborhood.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Fri Apr 18 16:09:08 2008

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Fri Apr 18 16:14:28 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Juncos

Message-ID: <cfe.2cf9493b.353a67f4@aol.com>

I think the two juncos that have been at my house are finally gone today 

(they were there yesterday).  By the way, is the albino bird at Busey woods a 

junco - saw it yesterday with another junco.  Also saw there my first Lincoln 

sparrow of the year, plus a Yellow-throated warbler and Black and White warbler.

In a search for plovers north of LeRoy this morning I ran across a creme 

colored Prairie horned lark.  I'm not sure if it would be considered a partial 

albino, but it lacked most of its coloration.  Lots of Vesper sparrow in that 

area but I did not find any Golden plovers there.  

David Thomas

Champaign, Illinois

**************Need a new ride? Check out the largest site for U.S. used car 

listings at AOL Autos.      

(http://autos.aol.com/used?NCID=aolcmp00300000002851)
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Fri Apr 18 21:13:26 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Fri Apr 18 21:15:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Leucistic Juncos

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439B7@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I have posted a photo of the leucistic Dark-eyed Junco that has been visiting the feeders at Busey Woods on my web site:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Odds%20and%20Ends.html

Greg Lambeth

From rem at uiuc.edu  Sat Apr 19 09:03:19 2008

From: rem at uiuc.edu (Robert E Miller)

Date: Sat Apr 19 09:13:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey vultures

Message-ID: <20080419090319.BDJ55424@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

Hi Birders,

Although this is a little late, I saw a pair of Turkey Vultures flying (mostly in circles) above Illinois Street in Urbana near the Illinois St residence hall about 10:30 am on Friday, April 18.  I hadn't noticed any in that neighborhood before.  Were they searching for earthquake victims?

Bob Miller

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Apr 19 09:13:27 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Apr 19 09:13:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 18 May - Juncos and more

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250804181352l57c2d6b4l6a4ddee58af1d233@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <241787.53273.qm@web57112.mail.re3.yahoo.com>
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Apr 19 12:05:53 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Apr 19 12:05:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Early Spring Migrants

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439B9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I spent the morning at Meadowbrook, South Arb, Crystal Lake and Busey Woods.  The birding was slow early on due to the cloud cover, cold temps and mist.  But, it improved as the day went on.  The biggest surprise was an early Great-crested Flycatcher at Crystal Lake Park.  I had 7 warbler species:  Yellow-rumped (45), 2 Yellow-throated, 1 Northern Waterthrush, 1 Parula, 1 Ovenbird, 1 Palm and 2 Pine Warblers.  I had my first White-eyed Vireo of the year at Busey Woods.  There were a few Hermit Thrushes around.

Other interesting birds included:  2 Long-eared Owls, 8 Purple Finches, 1 Red-breasted Nuthatches, 20 Pine Siskins, 6 House Wrens, 20 Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, Ruby-crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets.

Greg Lambeth

From jdmaddox at gmail.com  Sat Apr 19 13:52:38 2008

From: jdmaddox at gmail.com (Dylan Maddox)

Date: Sat Apr 19 13:52:50 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Prairie Warbler - Crystal Lake

Message-ID: <ED981706-0845-4C57-9A64-E62851050225@gmail.com>

In addition to most of the birds reported by Greg, I also saw a  

single, silent male Prairie Warbler at Crystal Lake working the three  

evergreen trees just south of the pool around 10:30AM and again along  

the Bone Yard just west of the evergreens at 1:00PM.

Dylan Maddox

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Program in Ecology, Evolution, and Conservation Biology

201 Shelford Vivarium

606 E. Healey St.

Champaign, IL  61820-5502

Office: (217) 333-2235

Fax: (217) 265-0056

E-mail: jmaddox@uiuc.edu

Web: http://homepage.mac.com/jdylanmaddox/
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From sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu  Sat Apr 19 23:26:57 2008

From: sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu (Steve Bailey)

Date: Sat Apr 19 23:27:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Vermilion/Champaign Co. + birds (long)

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20080419232401.029fb768@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

The IOS (Illinois Ornithological Society) Smith's Longspur fieldtrip on 

Friday evening (Apr. 18th) and

today was a great success, and several good birds included a few

surprises, which I don't think have been reported yet this spring

elsewhere

at least away from southern Illinois! I met at least 12-15

enthusiastic birders Friday (20+ for the trip) evening for a woodcock

walk. Despite somewhat less than optimum weather (both days), we

still had a great showing of birds including one close flyby woodcock

& many more actively displaying. Most folks were very happy

and some

amazed, at the pair of Barred Owls which flew in very closely on

Friday evening and at Kickapoo on Saturday morning. Smith's

Longspurs put in what may have been one of the best showings since I

have been leading trips, the last 20-25 years! The amazing thing was

how little work (i.e. hiking) it took to see them, yet we got

phenomenal looks (at many breeding-plumaged males) through the scopes

(and sometimes simply through binoculars). We barely had to leave

the road where the cars were parked. The other amazing thing was

that most birds viewed were males well into breeding plumage. Most

years, a large percentage of the birds seen are females. Longspurs

were lifers for many and one person had been on several outings for

them including a trip to their breeding grounds in Alaska, without

getting the bird! Needless to say, they were extremely happy with

today's results!

This year's group included two parties from Pennsylvania, one from

Florida, a couple parties from the St. Louis area, and one from

Wisconsin. Most of the Illinois folks also made long trips to see

the longspurs. Unfortunately, 6-8 other folks/parties (including

several more from out-of-state) wound up having to cancel their plans

to attend this fieldtrip, many just within the last few days. They

missed quite a show. Although I love to lead these trips, especially

with great groups like today's participants, I may not lead this trip

again, or at least for too many more years. It seems to be getting

harder and harder to find adequate fields from which to find this

species each year.

The trip's species list with some numbers and locations are below.

Sites visited included Kennekuk Cove County Park (KCP) (Friday

evening woodcock walk), Kickapoo State Recreation Area (KSP), Heron

County Park (HP), and Lake Vermilion County Park (LVer), all in

Vermilion County. Longspurs were found on private property in

Champaign County, and folks who hung around all day also went to

Arcola Marsh (Douglas Co.). As I know I have missed a few species, I

encourage trip participants to please send IBET or me species which I

have not included. I count exactly 100 species ) for the fieldtrip

(including 8 species of warblers). I thank all of the participants

for there many great finds and fantastic "spotting" abilities!

+ Double-crested Cormorants

1 American Bittern (HP)

dozens Great Blue Heron (many at rookery)

2 Great Egret (LVer & HL)

1 Green Heron (KCP)

lots Turkey Vulture

lots Canada Goose (one on nest, Arcola)

2 Mute Swan (1st county nest record! LVer)

1 Trumpeter Swan (juv. plumaged; LVer)

+ Wood Duck

1 American Wigeon (Arcola)

1 Gadwall (Arcola)

+ Mallard

75+ Blue-winged Teal (LVer & Arcola)

2-3 Green-winged Teal (Arcola)

15+ Northern Shoveler (LVer & Arcola)

+ Lesser Scaup (LVer & Arcola)

15+ Ruddy Duck (LVer & Arcola)

3 Osprey (KCP & KSP)

1(ad.) Bald Eagle (HP)

4-5 Cooper's Hawk (LVer, KCP, KSP)

+ Red-tailed Hawk

+ American Kestrel

1 MERLIN (KCP; 1st ever for trip!)

+ Ring-necked Pheasant

+ Wild Turkey

2-3 Sora

lots American Coot (HP, LVer, Arcola)

+ Killdeer

50+ American Golden Plover (Champaign Co.)

1 Greater Yellowlegs

1 Solitary Sandpiper

2 UPLAND SANDPIPER (Monticello Rd. Field Station,

Champaign Co.)

1 Wilson's Snipe (HP)

15+ American Woodcock (KCP & HP)

2 Caspian Tern (HP)

+ Rock Pigeon

+ Mourning Dove

3 Barred Owl (2 pr.)

+ Chimney Swift

2-3 Belted Kingfisher (HP, LVer)

A few Red-headed Woodpecker

+ Red-bellied Woodpecker

+ Downy Woodpecker

1 Hairy Woodpecker (KSP)

+ Northern Flicker

2-3 Pileated Woodpecker (KSP, LVer; Good looks)

2-3 Eastern Phoebe

1 YELLOW-THROATED VIREO (KSP; great looks)

1 BLUE-HEADED VIREO (KSP)

+ Blue Jay

many American Crow

+ Horned Lark

+ Purple Martin

lots Tree Swallow (many areas)

+ No. Rough-winged Swallow (3-4 areas)

+ Barn Swallow

+ Carolina Chickadee

+ Tufted Titmouse

1 Red-breasted Nuthatch (LVer)

+ White-breasted Nuthatch

5+ Carolina Wren

1 HOUSE WREN (KSP)

1 Golden-crowned Kinglet

many Ruby-crowned Kinglet

5+ Blue-gray Gnatcatcher (KSP, Arcola)

6-8 Eastern Bluebird

1 WOOD THRUSH (singing!; KSP)

lots American Robin

8-10 Brown Thrasher (esp. @ KSP)

+ European Starling

2 NORTHERN PARULA (KSP; great looks)

1 YELLOW WARBLER (LVer; male)

5-6 TELLOW-THROATED WARBLER (KSP, LVer; very low & close great

looks!)

lots Yellow-rumped Warbler (esp. Arcola)

4-5 PINE WARBLER (KSP; one tree!)

3-4+ Palm Warbler (KCP)

1 Black-and-white Warbler (KCP)

3 Louisiana Waterthrush (KSP; males)

1 SUMMER TANAGER (KSP; male w/great looks!)

many Eastern Towhee (esp. KCP)

several Chipping Sparrow

+ Field Sparrow

3-4 Vesper Sparrow (Champaign Co.)

5+ Savannah Sparrow (Champaign Co.)

+ Song Sparrow

25+ Swamp Sparrow (HP, KCP & esp. Arcola)

+ White-throated Sparrow

4-5 Dark-eyed Junco (KCP & KSP)

25-50 Lapland Longspur (many males in breeding

plumage)

50+ Smith's Longspur (many males in breeding

plumage)

+ Northern Cardinal

+ Red-winged Blackbird

many Eastern Meadowlark

+ Common Grackle

many Brown-headed Cowbird

16 Purple Finch (flock of 15 @ KCP)

+ House Finch

+ American Goldfinch

+ House Sparrow

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Sun Apr 20 20:20:21 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Sun Apr 20 20:20:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Walnut Point State Park

Message-ID: <284634.49316.qm@web82606.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

While fishing at Walnut Point today had - some decent highlights:

  Pileated Woodpecker

  Red-headed Woodpecker ( many )

  Prothonotary Warbler 

  Northern Parula

  Scarlet Tanager
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From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Sun Apr 20 21:07:31 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Sun Apr 20 21:08:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Early Spring Migrants

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F3439B9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114992C15@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

I saw a female Hooded Warbler, which according to Greg is noteworthy as well as a pine warbler and some other birds: http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/ <http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/> 

spring is fun time.

have a nice week,

Ivan


-----Original Message----- 


From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Lambeth, Gregory S 


Sent: Sat 4/19/2008 12:05 


To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 


Cc: 


Subject: [Birdnotes] Early Spring Migrants


I spent the morning at Meadowbrook, South Arb, Crystal Lake and Busey Woods.  The birding was slow early on due to the cloud cover, cold temps and mist.  But, it improved as the day went on.  The biggest surprise was an early Great-crested Flycatcher at Crystal Lake Park.  I had 7 warbler species:  Yellow-rumped (45), 2 Yellow-throated, 1 Northern Waterthrush, 1 Parula, 1 Ovenbird, 1 Palm and 2 Pine Warblers.  I had my first White-eyed Vireo of the year at Busey Woods.  There were a few Hermit Thrushes around.


Other interesting birds included:  2 Long-eared Owls, 8 Purple Finches, 1 Red-breasted Nuthatches, 20 Pine Siskins, 6 House Wrens, 20 Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, Ruby-crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets.


Greg Lambeth


_______________________________________________


Birdnotes mailing list


Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From neumando3530 at yahoo.com  Mon Apr 21 08:39:45 2008

From: neumando3530 at yahoo.com (Dorothy Neumann)

Date: Mon Apr 21 08:46:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] towhee in downtown Urbana

Message-ID: <539036.3296.qm@web31305.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

The towhee stayed in my backyard for over 30 minutes

scratching around in the leaf litter.  Another reason

NOT to rake leaves.

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Be a better friend, newshound, and 

know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.  http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i62sR8HDtDypao8Wcj9tAcJ

From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon Apr 21 10:02:52 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon Apr 21 10:03:12 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Straggler

Message-ID: <30ec30250804210802x660d1b97p37af836a5ecd9016@mail.gmail.com>

On the question of the last JUNCO, we've had one pecking around under our

feeders since late last week.  It's conspicuous because it's hopping around

on one leg.  I can't tell if its leg is injured, or afflicted with a disease

such as avian pox (see <

http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/disease_information/other_diseases/avian_pox.jsp>,

<http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10370_12150_12220-26362--,00.html>).

Apart from that disability, Long John Junco appears healthy and energetic;

it seems a reasonable hypothesis that he (?) would already have left for the

Great North, but for the problem with that leg.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From leiterp at msn.com  Mon Apr 21 10:34:38 2008

From: leiterp at msn.com (Pam Leiter)

Date: Mon Apr 21 10:34:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Whip-poor-will in Urbana

In-Reply-To: <539036.3296.qm@web31305.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

References: <539036.3296.qm@web31305.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <BAY111-W51F9EC18BF6FD6612AB4AB6E10@phx.gbl>

Hi!

I was surprised to hear a Whip-poor-will while walking my dog a few nights ago in Urbana. It sounded like it was only a block away from me. 

Pam
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Mon Apr 21 10:48:41 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Mon Apr 21 10:48:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Whip-poor-will in Urbana

In-Reply-To: <BAY111-W51F9EC18BF6FD6612AB4AB6E10@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <891275.42938.qm@web57109.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I've heard Whip-poor-wills in Urbana twice. It was quite a few years ago, both times in the Spring and both times in the general vicinity of Oregon & Maple. I figured they were migrants.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Mon, 4/21/08, Pam Leiter <leiterp@msn.com> wrote:

> From: Pam Leiter <leiterp@msn.com>

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Whip-poor-will in Urbana

> To: "Birdnotes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Date: Monday, April 21, 2008, 10:34 AM

> Hi!

> I was surprised to hear a Whip-poor-will while walking my

> dog a few nights ago in Urbana. It sounded like it was only

> a block away from me. 

> Pam_______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Be a better friend, newshound, and 

know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.  http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i62sR8HDtDypao8Wcj9tAcJ

From j.courson at mchsi.com  Mon Apr 21 15:33:25 2008

From: j.courson at mchsi.com (Jeffrey A. Courson)

Date: Mon Apr 21 15:33:32 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Purple Martins

Message-ID: <200804212033.m3LKXUsv018987@gserve053.lis.uiuc.edu>

Hello All,

Several people have asked about the Purple Martins.and yes they are back in

full force!  30 or so birds have already arrived and have begun nest

building.  They are all two year adults with last year young arriving in a

few weeks..all are welcome to visit the very active colony.just give me a

call or email.  May is the best month to see nest building with June being

the best month to see young in the nest.

Happy Birding!

Jeff

(H) 586-5110

(C) 49302423
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Tue Apr 22 01:41:25 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Tue Apr 22 01:41:28 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rough Winged Swallows (late report)

In-Reply-To: <200804212033.m3LKXUsv018987@gserve053.lis.uiuc.edu>

References: <200804212033.m3LKXUsv018987@gserve053.lis.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0804220137060.1076@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Saw a Rough Winged Swallow at the Stone Arch Bridge North West of Scott 

Park last Saturday, at about 12:30 PM, as we finished up the Bone Yard 

Cleanup.

I was gently reminded by Rob Kanter that it wasn't a Cave Swallow.

Nice to have good friends!

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Apr 22 08:09:02 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Apr 22 08:09:10 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <539036.3296.qm@web31305.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E901F9@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Still a small flock of White-Throated Sparrows...

A Carolina Wren was checking out nesting sites...

First BROWN THRASHERS...  A pair were at the large "Bridal Wreath" bush

in the front yard, where a pair has nested for many years.  Another one

was in back...leaves were flying through the air :)

A pair of Starlings have moved into the back door Redbud, and Squirrels

are beating a rapid retreat.  One climbed the Redbud, was set upon by an

angry parent Starling, and there ensued a frantic chase out on a limb, a

leap into the Cedar, and continued through much of THAT tree!

The Doubled form of Bloodroot is blooming.  First Bluebells are

opening...  Yellow, Pale, White (and, of course, purple) Violets are

blooming or just starting.  BELLWORT is in full bloom... Dutchman

Breeches and Toothwort continue to bloom.

Bob Vaiden:)

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue Apr 22 09:19:34 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Tue Apr 22 09:19:40 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Worm-eating Warbler

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9DE8@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I spent about two hours at Crystal Lake Park and Busey Woods before work this morning and turned up 10 species of warblers.  The best bird was a Worm-eating Warbler near the fountain at Crystal Lake Park.  The bird was very active and it was singing occasionally.  It was never more than a few feet off the ground.  It was along the Saline branch and in the Honeysuckle alongside the lake.  The song is a soft trill -- sort of like a soft Chipping Sparrow or Pine Warbler.  Other new species for the year were 2 Nashvilles in Busey Woods and a single Tennessee.  The remaining warblers were:  Yellow-rumped, Northern Waterthrush, Pine, Palm, Parula, Yellow-throated and Black-n-white.

It does appear that there was a small influx of birds overnight and I think some of the birds that were here moved on.  I had about a dozen Swainson's Thrushes so that species appears to be on the move, while Ruby-crowned Kinglets and Blue-gray Gnatcatchers were down in numbers.

Greg Lambeth

From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue Apr 22 11:22:34 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue Apr 22 11:22:51 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 22 April

Message-ID: <30ec30250804220922j2b7b0e36t9eb16db50ca3bba5@mail.gmail.com>

We had a herd of 15 or more WHITE THROATED SPARROWS grazing the pasture out

back this morning.  Two HOSPs (one male, one female) joined them.  A couple

STARLINGS are coming in regularly to the suet.  CARDINALS were around, with

at least one BROWN THRASHER near the back fence.

Also nibbling at the suet was, I think, a HOUSE WREN.  The eyeline seemed

more distinct than I'm accustomed to seeing on an HW, but it didn't have the

really white eyebrow and throat, and butterscotch underparts, of a Carolina

w.; nor as white an eyebrow as, or the grey underparts of, a Bewick's w.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080422/d37f4dbd/attachment.htm

From jjokela59 at hotmail.com  Tue Apr 22 13:53:06 2008

From: jjokela59 at hotmail.com (Janet Jokela)

Date: Tue Apr 22 13:54:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Chimney Swifts

Message-ID: <BAY111-W16DDC9D8B857B771881399AFE00@phx.gbl>

Greetings--

Chimney Swifts were flying overhead above Allen Hall on the U of I campus in Urbana last night at about 6:30 PM.

Good birding,

Janet Jokela

Champaign

_________________________________________________________________

Back to work after baby?how do you know when you?re ready?

http://lifestyle.msn.com/familyandparenting/articleNW.aspx?cp-documentid=5797498&ocid=T067MSN40A0701A

-------------- next part --------------
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From ckanchor at comcast.net  Tue Apr 22 16:17:33 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Tue Apr 22 16:17:42 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook - 4/22

Message-ID: <042220082117.24904.480E55ED00033EB70000614822007511509D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Was at Meadowbrook this A.M. for a little while.  HOUSE WRENS are back singing loudly as usual. Saw my first COMMON YELLOWTHROAT foraging quietly on the ground. Also NORTHERN WATERTHRUSH, NORTHERN PARULA, YELLOW-RUMPED and BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLERS and HERMIT THRUSH. Six male mallards were swimming together in the creek and later saw a GREEN HERON. Still many RUBY-CROWNED KINGLETS around and one was singing. 

Finally the TREE SWALLOWS are getting serious and building nests (they are behind the Mahomet swallows)  The EASTERN BLUEBIRD male on the south savannah has his work cut out for him. He was defending the box again today from the swallows who kept diving the box and him.  In spite of it all, the female has built a nest which looked complete and hopefully there will be eggs soon. In the meantime, the male may wear himself down to a nub!

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080422/3eaa5c49/attachment.htm

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Apr 22 16:37:19 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Apr 22 16:37:23 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <BAY111-W16DDC9D8B857B771881399AFE00@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E901FE@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

House Wrens have arrived (same day that I spotted the Carolina Wren...)

Red Wing Blackbirds singing...

Towhee...

First blooms for: Jacob's Ladder, Prairie Trillium, and Wild

Geraniums... 

Big display of Wild Tulips in the front yard...many hundreds of "Tarda"

now in bloom!

Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080422/23c7cb21/attachment.htm

From jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org  Wed Apr 23 10:16:50 2008

From: jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org (Miller, Judith)

Date: Wed Apr 23 10:19:34 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 51, Issue 23

In-Reply-To: <20080421170218.F20FA20A226E@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

References: <20080421170218.F20FA20A226E@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

Message-ID: <E44E108D9854DB4180D1D26D224CCCEA9B1BD0@crystalake.UrbanaParks.Org>

Hi all,

I heard, very briefly, a whip-poor-will at Meadowbrook/Forestry last

evening.  I've heard it before in previous years though this seems a bit

earlier in the season.

I also have seen a blue bird on the south end of Meadowbrook over the

last week. Twice on the oak tree near the bridge going to the Marker

statue and then yesterday morning flying in from the prairie to the

bridge by the rabbit.  I hadn't seen any in a few weeks and so was

excited they were sticking around.

Judy Miller

Environmental Program Manager

Urbana Park District - Celebrating 100 years 1907-2007

Anita Purves Nature Center

1505 N. Broadway

Urbana, IL 61801

217-384-4062

217-384-1052 (fax)

www.urbanaparks.org

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

Sent: Monday, April 21, 2008 12:02 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 51, Issue 23

Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to


birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to


birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

You can reach the person managing the list at


birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific

than "Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

Today's Topics:

   1. Walnut Point State Park (Brock Price)

   2. RE: Early Spring Migrants (Ivan Petrov)

   3. towhee in downtown Urbana (Dorothy Neumann)

   4. Straggler (Brian Threlkeld)

   5. Whip-poor-will in Urbana (Pam Leiter)

   6. Re: Whip-poor-will in Urbana (B.G. Sloan)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Message: 1

Date: Sun, 20 Apr 2008 18:20:21 -0700 (PDT)

From: Brock Price <brockprice@sbcglobal.net>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Walnut Point State Park

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <284634.49316.qm@web82606.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

While fishing at Walnut Point today had - some decent highlights:

  Pileated Woodpecker

  Red-headed Woodpecker ( many )

  Prothonotary Warbler 

  Northern Parula

  Scarlet Tanager

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080420/f6b

b72e7/attachment-0001.htm
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Message: 2

Date: Sun, 20 Apr 2008 21:07:31 -0500

From: "Ivan Petrov" <petrov@mrl.uiuc.edu>

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Early Spring Migrants

To: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>,


<birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114992C15@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain;
charset="utf-8"

I saw a female Hooded Warbler, which according to Greg is noteworthy as

well as a pine warbler and some other birds:

http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/

<http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/> 

spring is fun time.

have a nice week,

Ivan


-----Original Message----- 


From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of

Lambeth, Gregory S 


Sent: Sat 4/19/2008 12:05 


To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 


Cc: 


Subject: [Birdnotes] Early Spring Migrants


I spent the morning at Meadowbrook, South Arb, Crystal Lake and

Busey Woods.  The birding was slow early on due to the cloud cover, cold

temps and mist.  But, it improved as the day went on.  The biggest

surprise was an early Great-crested Flycatcher at Crystal Lake Park.  I

had 7 warbler species:  Yellow-rumped (45), 2 Yellow-throated, 1

Northern Waterthrush, 1 Parula, 1 Ovenbird, 1 Palm and 2 Pine Warblers.

I had my first White-eyed Vireo of the year at Busey Woods.  There were

a few Hermit Thrushes around.


Other interesting birds included:  2 Long-eared Owls, 8 Purple

Finches, 1 Red-breasted Nuthatches, 20 Pine Siskins, 6 House Wrens, 20

Blue-gray Gnatcatchers, Ruby-crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets.


Greg Lambeth


_______________________________________________


Birdnotes mailing list


Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

------------------------------

Message: 3

Date: Mon, 21 Apr 2008 06:39:45 -0700 (PDT)

From: Dorothy Neumann <neumando3530@yahoo.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] towhee in downtown Urbana

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <539036.3296.qm@web31305.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=iso-8859-1

The towhee stayed in my backyard for over 30 minutes

scratching around in the leaf litter.  Another reason

NOT to rake leaves.

________________________________________________________________________

____________

Be a better friend, newshound, and 

know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.

http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i62sR8HDtDypao8Wcj9tAcJ

------------------------------

Message: 4

Date: Mon, 21 Apr 2008 10:02:52 -0500

From: "Brian Threlkeld" <threlkster@gmail.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Straggler

To: "birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<30ec30250804210802x660d1b97p37af836a5ecd9016@mail.gmail.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

On the question of the last JUNCO, we've had one pecking around under

our

feeders since late last week.  It's conspicuous because it's hopping

around

on one leg.  I can't tell if its leg is injured, or afflicted with a

disease

such as avian pox (see <

http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/disease_information/other_diseases/avian_pox.js

p>,

<http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10370_12150_12220-26362--,00.h

tml>).

Apart from that disability, Long John Junco appears healthy and

energetic;

it seems a reasonable hypothesis that he (?) would already have left for

the

Great North, but for the problem with that leg.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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7223b/attachment-0001.htm
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Message: 5

Date: Mon, 21 Apr 2008 10:34:38 -0500

From: Pam Leiter <leiterp@msn.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Whip-poor-will in Urbana

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <BAY111-W51F9EC18BF6FD6612AB4AB6E10@phx.gbl>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Hi!

I was surprised to hear a Whip-poor-will while walking my dog a few

nights ago in Urbana. It sounded like it was only a block away from me. 

Pam

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080421/aed

53af9/attachment-0001.htm
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Message: 6

Date: Mon, 21 Apr 2008 08:48:41 -0700 (PDT)

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Whip-poor-will in Urbana

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Message-ID: <891275.42938.qm@web57109.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

I've heard Whip-poor-wills in Urbana twice. It was quite a few years

ago, both times in the Spring and both times in the general vicinity of

Oregon & Maple. I figured they were migrants.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Mon, 4/21/08, Pam Leiter <leiterp@msn.com> wrote:

> From: Pam Leiter <leiterp@msn.com>

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Whip-poor-will in Urbana

> To: "Birdnotes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Date: Monday, April 21, 2008, 10:34 AM

> Hi!

> I was surprised to hear a Whip-poor-will while walking my

> dog a few nights ago in Urbana. It sounded like it was only

> a block away from me. 

> Pam_______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

________________________________________________________________________

____________

Be a better friend, newshound, and 

know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.

http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i62sR8HDtDypao8Wcj9tAcJ

------------------------------

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

End of Birdnotes Digest, Vol 51, Issue 23

*****************************************

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Wed Apr 23 17:37:03 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Wed Apr 23 17:37:14 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Piatt County

Message-ID: <042320082237.21916.480FBA0F000A9DDB0000559C22058860149D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Spent some time in Piatt this AM checking out a couple of things. Stopped for a little while at Allerton going through pretty quickly but did get to see a couple of nice things...Red-tailed Hawk and Cooper's Hawk on their respective nests. Also heard a Woodcock...was very surprised as it was 9:35 in the morning. Then I heard it doing it's display flight.  Is that unusual?? My FOY birds there were the Scarlet Tanager and Great Crested Flycatcher. Good views of Pine Warblers foraging in the trees and tons of Yellow-rumps. Red-headed Woodpeckers were especially noisy and flying everywhere.

Charlene Anchor 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080423/5e01dfac/attachment.htm

From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Wed Apr 23 22:05:30 2008

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Wed Apr 23 22:05:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 2 Chuckies and etc

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080423220504.00c50d00@mail.kspei.com>

Hello IBETTERS, We were sitting out on our lower back porch just at the 

tiny left over sunset when we heard a different sound.  Chuck, chuck.  Then 

we saw a Chuck Will's Widow hawking for insects from one of our 

trees.  Another Chuck Will's widow was calling out.  Then they both flew 

off together.  Also, a young toad crawled up from it's winter hideaway 

under a bunch of stuff and came out to the springtime as it's older 

relatives were singing away in the wetland.  Also, Southern Leopard Frogs 

and Gray Tree frogs calling, and have been for several weeks.  Rhetta Jack, 

Springfield, IL Sangamon Co.  

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080423/29331580/attachment.htm

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Thu Apr 24 10:11:18 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Thu Apr 24 10:11:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park (4/24 am)

In-Reply-To: <5.2.0.9.2.20080423220504.00c50d00@mail.kspei.com>

References: <5.2.0.9.2.20080423220504.00c50d00@mail.kspei.com>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E11D57D49@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I was able to get out for about 2 hours this morning and bird Crystal Lake Park and Busey Woods before work.  There did seem to be a small influx of birds overnight and I had several new arrivals.  I had both Scarlet and Summer Tanager near the Lake House first thing (6am) this morning. I also had 2 Baltimore Orioles, 1 Empidomax Flycatcher, 1 Yellow Warbler, 1 Yellowthroat and 1 Blue-headed Vireo - all new arrivals for me.  I wound up with 10 species of warblers - there were definitely more Yellow-rumped (65) and Pine (7) Warblers around and, I think, a few more Palm Warblers (12).  Other warblers for the day were Parula (4), Northern Waterthrush (1), Ovenbird (3), Nashville (2), Black-n-white (3).

Greg Lambeth

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From lwasson at hughes.net  Thu Apr 24 14:58:07 2008

From: lwasson at hughes.net (lwasson)

Date: Thu Apr 24 15:32:34 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Solitary Sandpiper at Weaver Park

Message-ID: <000b01c8a645$8da16ce0$6501a8c0@Downstairs>

While frog monitoring at the Weaver Park Natural Basin I saw what I am

certain was a solitary Solitary Sandpiper at 11:30 a.m. on Wednesday, April

23rd.  All of the field marks were consistent with those in Sibley's with

the exception that this bird kept constantly bobbing (although I wouldn't

call it exaggerated bobbing) and that trait is not mentioned in Sibley's.

(I would say it was certainly not a Spotted Sandpiper because of the white

eye ring.)

I went out again at 7:30 p.m. and didn't see him, but while monitoring for

frogs in the northeast portion of the park saw several White-crowned

Sparrows in the low shrubs beneath the cottonwoods and oaks.

(BTW - I did hear American Toads in the Natural Basin on both trips.  Derek

first heard them in that location on April 22nd.)

Bill

-------------- next part --------------
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From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Thu Apr 24 17:06:12 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Thu Apr 24 17:01:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Yard Birds today

Message-ID: <003b01c8a657$696bb0d0$2458b0d8@DELL>

Today I had some more wonderful spring birds in my yard.  Two breath taking male Rose-Breasted Grosbeaks, more Indigo Buntings, a Blue-Headed Vireo, and a Scarlet Tanager.  The bluebirds have 4 eggs and the little Carolina Wrens are feeding babies.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net

-------------- next part --------------
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From betuana at hotmail.com  Thu Apr 24 22:08:36 2008

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Thu Apr 24 22:08:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Yard, SE Urbana, Meadowbrook 4/24

Message-ID: <BAY139-W7C321115109E143DFEB27A7DD0@phx.gbl>

Had some fun visitors to our yard today. Our CAROLINA WRENS stopped to look in, as well as numerous HOUSE SPARROWS and ROBINS. GRACKLES hanging out in the trees. We had a HOUSE WREN make a brief appearance in the yard as well. CARDINALS singing, and heard a WHITE THROATED SPARROW singing again this morning. The best one though was the RUBY CROWNED KINGLET that landed in the branches just outside my window right after one of the brief heavy downpours, with his red crown all flared up as he hopped around. First one I've seen that close where the red crown was visible.

While running a errand in SE Urbana (on the corner of Mills Dr and Eliot Dr) I saw a male SCARLET TANAGER in full breeding plumage, flying back and forth in the trees (there were also 2 male CARDINALS and 1 female there, the males seemed to be competing, and it seemed likey the chased the tanager a few times as well. A WHITE THROATED SPARROW was singing around there, as well as other cardinals and ROBINS and STARLINGS were foraging in the grass.

Many RING NECKED PHEASANTS at Meadowbrook, as usual. They seemed particularly active this evening, possible due to the recent rain. Also saw several pairs (as well as many single males) RED WINGED BLACKBIRDS singing around the prairie. Several SONG SPARROWS were hanging around as well. Two GREAT BLUE HERONS flew over. Saw 1 or 2 TREE SWALLOWS over the south area, but didn't see any birds around the box that usually seems to be an area of contention. GRACKLES hanging out in some of the trees around the area. In the dead trees just south of the SW bridge there was a DOWNY WOODPECKER hanging out in a hole near the top of one - possibly has a nest there. Also saw the EASTERN BLUEBIRDS over by that bridge. 

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________

Spell a grand slam in this game where word skill meets World Series. Get in the game.

http://club.live.com/word_slugger.aspx?icid=word_slugger_wlhm_admod_april08

-------------- next part --------------
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri Apr 25 06:37:42 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri Apr 25 06:38:13 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Junco still around

Message-ID: <518183.94931.qm@web65701.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

I had one lone junco at my feeders this a.m.  I'm not sure how long they usually linger, but, apparently, this one didn't get the migration memo yet.

Roger Digges

Urbana

---------------------------------

Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.

-------------- next part --------------
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Fri Apr 25 11:22:48 2008

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Fri Apr 25 11:29:51 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] First of the Year kind of morning (SW Champaign)

Message-ID: <665447.26131.qm@web56801.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

This morning Ben and I sat outside our house in SW Champaign in the grass to eat some violets, dandelions, and whatever else he could get his hands on.  While he ate, I birded the yard from his side.  Nothing too special, but it was nice to be able to pick up some birds before I move to Colorado next week where warblering is a little harder to do from lack of species and individuals.  I will try to make it to the Busey Woods birdwalk this weekend to catch up on my warblers for the year.  My firsts of the year today included:

Yellow Warbler (1 singing male)

Rose-Breasted Grosbeak ("gik"ing in the trees above my house)

Baltimore Oriole (singing as only an oriole can do)

Gray Catbird (1 foraging in the leaves west of house)

Other than the FOYs, I saw a few other birds:

Canada Goose

Northern Flicker

American Robin

Mourning Dove

Blue Jay

American Crow

Yellow-rumped Warbler

White-throated Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow

Northern Cardinal

European Starling

Common Grackle

American Goldfinch

House Sparrow

 Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign, IL

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Be a better friend, newshound, and 

know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.  http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i62sR8HDtDypao8Wcj9tAcJ
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From ckanchor at comcast.net  Fri Apr 25 12:36:27 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Fri Apr 25 12:37:02 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Junco still around

Message-ID: <042520081736.629.4812169B0000E8BA0000027522070206539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part --------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Junco still around

Date: Fri, 25 Apr 2008 11:38:11 +0000

Size: 668

Url: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080425/1acd9e68/attachment.eml

From jdunkel at hotmail.com  Fri Apr 25 13:39:56 2008

From: jdunkel at hotmail.com (John Dunkelberger)

Date: Fri Apr 25 13:40:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rose-breasted grosbeaks

Message-ID: <BLU146-W2592471564DF9105D60693B8DD0@phx.gbl>

When I came home for lunch today (401 E. Illinois St., Urbana), I had several male Rose-breasted grosbeaks at my striped sunflower feeder.  Another new bird for my yard was this morning when I filled the feeders and had to wait for 2 mallards (a nice couple) preening and browsing through the husks below the same feeder.

John

_________________________________________________________________

Spell a grand slam in this game where word skill meets World Series. Get in the game.
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From betuana at hotmail.com  Fri Apr 25 14:08:26 2008

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Fri Apr 25 14:08:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mattis Park, Boulware Trail 4/25

Message-ID: <BAY139-W495A28DFEE69046DD53E8FA7DD0@phx.gbl>

I just got back from a fun walk. Saw many of the usual birds, GRACKLES, STARLINGS, HOUSE SPARROWS, and ROBINS. Also had a few CANADA GEESE on Mattis lake, though fewer than there have been. 3 or 4 CHIPPING SPARROWS were playing in the trees in various areas around the lake. A pair of BROWN HEADED COWBIRDS were wandering around the lawn on the west side of the lake.

2 male EASTERN BLUEBIRDS were both by the bridge on the north side, in trees on either side of the bridge. That was a fun sighting, and a female YELLOW RUMPED WARBLER was also in that area. Caught a glimpse of some sort of shore frequenting bird (waterthrush maybe?) as it flew away from under the bridge, but didn't get a good enough look to ID it. Have seen something similar on several occasions, but it never seems to land in a place where I can find it again.

Just south of Mattis lake, in the apartment complex I heard, then spotted a male AMERICAN KESTREL. I got to watch him catch a hosp, then call and fly around for a while before entering what looks like it may be a nest hole in the soffit of one of the buildings. Lots of chattering in there, a flurry of sparrow feathers coming out, and a little while later he came back out again and perched on a power pole on the south border of the park and apartments. I've seen a pair in that area in the past before, but this is the first time I tracked down what appeared to be the nest site. I will definitely be keeping an eye on it - these are some of my favorite birds! Hopefully they don't fall prey to the cooper's that occasionally show up down there.

Up on Boulware Trail there was a single CANADA GOOSE and 2 male MALLARDS hanging out in the pond. Several HOUSE FINCHES were in the trees, as well as many GOLDFINCHES. The best sighting there though, and a first for me, was the COMMON YELLOWTHROAT at the water's edge of the north part of the trail. Just saw a bit of yellow at first and assumed another goldfinch, but took a closer look anyways, and glad I did!

In our yard I've mostly seen house sparrows today so far, but there was a flash of white tail that may have been a junco flying over the fence, and as I got home a lone TURKEY VULTURE was flying low (just over treetops) over my and my neighbors' yards, looking around.

On the non-birds notes, I've been seeing numerous bumblebees out and about, the frogs along Boulware are quiet today but have been very active in the past little while, and I've seen various types of dragonflies out. Also just saw today that the carpenter bees are back...need to start checking our walls and soffits regularly - they tend to drill holes throughout it.

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Fri Apr 25 14:14:39 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Apr 25 14:21:20 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard April 25

Message-ID: <30ec30250804251214l155d37f0o72d0eb357ccccd1a@mail.gmail.com>

Foy sightings out back this morning included a WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW, and,

back beyond the fence, a GRAY CATBIRD.

Generally quiet this morning, but there was also a female PURPLE FINCH, and

a brown thrush that I didn't get a clear look at.

Yesterday, a little after 5:00, I saw CHIMNEY SWIFTS swooping and twittering

through the downpour above Leal School in Urbana, for the first time this

year.  Same a little after noon today, above downtown Urbana, near the

juncture of Main and Springfield.  Much dryer than yesterday, but the wind

really seemed to be tossing the birds about.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Fri Apr 25 15:19:04 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Fri Apr 25 15:19:24 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250804251214l155d37f0o72d0eb357ccccd1a@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90206@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Still 1 beautiful White-Throated Sparrow...perfect plumage.

The resident Phoebe still constantly flies about...

We have a pair of nesting Starlings (big deal)...

We also have a pair of COWBIRDS and a pair (at least) of RED-WING

BLACKBIRDS...

FLICKER

GOLDFINCHES

CARDINALS...etc... 

Bob Vaiden
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From lwasson at hughes.net  Fri Apr 25 16:22:41 2008

From: lwasson at hughes.net (lwasson)

Date: Fri Apr 25 16:22:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Allerton Park

Message-ID: <000001c8a71a$846578d0$6501a8c0@Downstairs>

Just before 9:00 a.m. this morning at Allerton Park while swatting

mosquitoes in the Virginia Bluebells near the parking area by the path to

the Minotaur I saw my first Ruby-throated Hummingbird of the year.

After my fun with the mosquitoes I took a walk down to the river, saw my

first Monarch and Painted Lady of the year, but didn't see anything else out

of the ordinary and returned to the parking area just after ten.  As I

approached I noticed a good sized flock of Yellow-rumped Warblers in the

shrubs across the road.  As I moved nearer to the road I saw that there were

many of them just inside the access gate to the park on the road feeding.

After getting the binoculars on them I tried to count them, but lost count

when I got to about four dozen. In with them were several American Goldfinch

(males in full spectacular breeding plumage), a few White-throated Sparrows,

three Indigo Buntings (FOY), a couple of Chipping Sparrows, and a pair of

Prothonotary Warblers (FOY), the male in beautiful breeding plumage.  I also

believe I saw two Palm Warblers; can't be positive on these two, but they

were certainly tail bobbers.  It was quite a feeding frenzy; I watched them

for about twenty minutes.  If a car came by they would all fly off and when

the coast was clear they all came back.  Quite a sight.

During the walk I was hoping to hear/see a Scarlet Tanager, but didn't

although I did hear a bird song that I recognized but could not remember who

it belonged to and I could not locate the bird.  While driving home I

slipped my Peterson CD on and the song I thought I had heard was that of a

Hooded Warbler.  Is it possible that he could have been there?

Bill
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From smithsje at egix.net  Fri Apr 25 20:24:13 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Fri Apr 25 19:26:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] plovers

Message-ID: <200804260026.m3Q0Qk91012109@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

I have seen no Gloden Plovers or Pectoral Sandpipers.  This is the time of year when they are here sometimes in the hundreds or thousands.  

Has anyone seen any anywhere?

Found a male Bay-breasted Warbler this afternoon amid a lot of Yellow-rumps.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-04-25

From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Fri Apr 25 20:20:35 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Fri Apr 25 20:16:04 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Plovers

Message-ID: <001501c8a73b$bb1d0750$3858b0d8@DELL>

We have seen no Plovers or Pectoral Sandpipers in our area since March.  A bunch of plovers went through then but none since.  Perhaps they will wait for bird count weekend.  I had 5 Greater Yellowlegs in the river bottom.  

Lots more Indigo Buntings, male and female Rose-Breasted Grosbeaks, White-Crowned and White-Throated Sparrows at the feeders.  One nasty Ruby Throated Hummingbird and three nice ones at the feeders.  I had two splendid Baltimore Orioles fighting today in the redbud tree.  Also have had a Summer Tanager in the yard and a Scarlet Tanager in the woods edge.  I also had my first Wood Thrush today as well as Swainson Thrushes for a week.  The only warblers I have seen are Yellow-Rumped, Yellow Throated, Common Yellowthroat, Pine, Louisiana Waterthursh, and Northern Parula.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net
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From regehr5 at aol.com  Fri Apr 25 20:49:52 2008

From: regehr5 at aol.com (regehr5@aol.com)

Date: Fri Apr 25 20:49:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park

Message-ID: <8CA7556F3FA4320-970-24E2@WEBMAIL-DG05.sim.aol.com>

Birdnoters:? Today, driving through Crystal Lake Park before noon, I saw two flickers facing off;

one of them was pointing upward with its beak.

???? A little farther along, there was an eastern kingbird on a wire, FOY.

???? There were three little yellow Canada goslings, and, farther along, two more, both

with parent geese, of course.

??????????????????????????????????????????????? Elaine Regehr

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080425/ace8d8f5/attachment.htm

From lisabberry at hughes.net  Sat Apr 26 09:44:07 2008

From: lisabberry at hughes.net (Lisa B Berry)

Date: Sat Apr 26 09:44:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbirds

Message-ID: <00b401c8a7ac$0295bbc0$07c13340$@net>

Get out your feeders. They are back!
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Apr 26 10:30:42 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Apr 26 10:30:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] plovers

In-Reply-To: <200804260026.m3Q0Qk91012109@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <648075.38013.qm@web57102.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Jim,

Earlier this month (around April 6, I believe) several people reported seeing thousands of plovers in Edgar County...as many as 5,000. This was reported on the state birding list.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Fri, 4/25/08, Jim & Eleanor Smith <smithsje@egix.net> wrote:

> From: Jim & Eleanor Smith <smithsje@egix.net>

> Subject: [Birdnotes] plovers

> To: "Bird Notes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Date: Friday, April 25, 2008, 8:24 PM

> Hello, Bird,

> 

> I have seen no Gloden Plovers or Pectoral Sandpipers.  This

> is the time of year when they are here sometimes in the

> hundreds or thousands.  

> 

> Has anyone seen any anywhere?

> 

> Found a male Bay-breasted Warbler this afternoon amid a lot

> of Yellow-rumps.  

> 

> Best regards. 

> 

> Jim & Eleanor Smith

> smithsje@egix.net

> 2008-04-25

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

      ____________________________________________________________________________________
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Apr 26 12:04:38 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Apr 26 12:06:17 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 16 Species of Warbler

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9DF4@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

It was relatively cool and windy this morning at Crystal Lake Park an Busey Woods which drove most of the warblers down low and into Busey Woods.  The birding was fantastic at times and there was a large flock of warblers moving quickly through Busey Woods as the sun came out around 9:30am.  I birded the two parks from 6am to 11am and wound up with 16 species of warbler with the best birds for the day including 1 HOODED, 1 GOLDEN-WINGED and 1 PROTHONOTARY.  Thanks to Don and Courtney (I think I have their names right) for alerting me to the Hooded and Golden-winged.  The Hooded was along the power line trail foraging low in the honeysuckle and brush (about 2-3 feet off the ground).  It would move into the woods occasionally and then back out to the trail.  If I had to guess, this is the same bird we heard singing on the bird walk last Sunday, but couldn't locate.  I had the Prothonotary as I was leaving the park near the Lake House (where else).  I had scanned every twig along the shoreline for 5 hours looking for one when the bird just flew right at me from across the lake!

Here's the entire warbler list:

Black-n-white   4

Parula         3

Golden-winged   1

Magnolia    1

Nashville    2

Northern Waterthrush    9

Ovenbird       5

Yellow-rumped     45

Palm       10

Orange-crowned     2

Yellow              2

Black-throated Green      3

Pine         1

Hooded      1

Prothonotary     1

Yellowthroat     4

Other birds included Summer Tanager, Rose-breasted Grosbeak (4), Indigo Bunting (5), Baltimore Oriole, Green Heron, White-eyed Vireo, Blue-headed Vireo, Wood Thrush (2), Swainson's Thrush (8) and Hermit Thrush (3).

I have posted some photos of the Hooded, Parula, Black-throated Green and Prothonotary Warbler:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Odds%20and%20Ends.html

Greg Lambeth

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Apr 26 14:14:26 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Apr 26 14:15:08 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 26 April

Message-ID: <30ec30250804261214uff004dfy83629565934bba59@mail.gmail.com>

Our backyard is quieter than Crystal/Busey, if you can believe it.

Nevertheless, I just saw a lovely PALM WARBLER perched low on the netting of

our son's soccer rebounder, before it hopped back down to forage in the long

grass.  This suggests that I may have to, with great regret, forgo the

year's first mowing for a while longer, in order to preserve this critically

important habitat.

Definitely an foy for me, and it may be a new yardbird for us.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From minutiae at gmail.com  Sat Apr 26 16:33:16 2008

From: minutiae at gmail.com (Bill White)

Date: Sat Apr 26 16:33:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] our bird song mystery

Message-ID: <53bc1f2d0804261433r53ec31f1j47aaade31fa73d25@mail.gmail.com>

Early this afternoon I heard a distinct song outside our Bement house

whose pitches were something like:

high medium medium, pause, low medium medium

The first two medium notes were a bit fancier than the other notes -

the bird slurred down to the main tone and I think it would sometimes

trill those two notes a bit.  And the first two medium notes were a

slightly higher pitch than the two at the end.  The first note and the

last 3 were pure smooth notes - no slurs or trills at all.

Sometimes there would be a long pause between the two phrases, a

couple of times the low note was omitted after a pause (or I didn't

hear it), and sometimes the second phrase was omitted after a long

pause.

Our 11-year-old who once memorized most of Sibley's Guide couldn't

identify the song.  Any ideas?

Thanks!

Bill in Bement

-- 

Bill White . minutiae@gmail.com . http://members.wolfram.com/billw/summa

From birderdlt at aol.com  Sat Apr 26 17:03:01 2008

From: birderdlt at aol.com (birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sat Apr 26 17:03:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] plovers

In-Reply-To: <200804260026.m3Q0Qk91012109@outbound-mta.egix.net>

References: <200804260026.m3Q0Qk91012109@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <8CA76006D9107FC-17B0-4899@webmail-da14.sysops.aol.com>

Jim, there were still plover down near Arcola (east of the Arcola Marsh) but they were less abundant than on Thursday.? On Thursday I saw plover from just south of Tuscola to just north of Effingham.? For some reason most of the plovers seem to be staying south of us.

I birded Crab Orchard area yesterday and was surprised by how few shorebirds were there.?? Did locate two Black-necked stilt, just south of the Visitors Center, late in the afternoon.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

-----Original Message-----

From: Jim & Eleanor Smith <smithsje@egix.net>

To: Bird Notes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Sent: Fri, 25 Apr 2008 8:24 pm

Subject: [Birdnotes] plovers

Hello, Bird,

I have seen no Gloden Plovers or Pectoral Sandpipers.  This is the time of year 

when they are here sometimes in the hundreds or thousands.  

Has anyone seen any anywhere?

Found a male Bay-breasted Warbler this afternoon amid a lot of Yellow-rumps.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-04-25

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Sat Apr 26 18:05:02 2008

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Sat Apr 26 18:05:31 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] yard activity

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080426180343.03828a80@mail.millikin.edu>

I saw a male C Yellowthroat foraging in my yard this morning and a male 

Hooded Warbler foraging in the back yard around 5:45 this evening.

Ray

Iowa St.

Urbana

From roper37 at gmail.com  Sat Apr 26 19:19:31 2008

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Sat Apr 26 19:19:36 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] yard birds and Lodge park

Message-ID: <9b7905150804261719ud7c8ac8qaad8c79b57c2cae6@mail.gmail.com>

Not a bad day for migrants.

Birds of note in our yard in Urbana were:

Kentucky warbler

Ruby-crowned kinglet

Indigo bunting

Black-and-white warbler

Hermit thrush

Wood thrush

Yellow-rumped warbler

Tennessee warbler

White-throated sparrow

White-crowned sparrow

Yellow warbler

House wren

Rufous-sided towhee

At Lodge Park (while trying to mushroom hunt) we added:

Blue-winged warbler

Pine warbler

Palm warbler

Northern parula

Ovenbird

Nashville warbler

Blue-gray gnatcatcher

Gray catbird

On country roads:

Savannah sparrow

Eastern meadowlark

Killdeer

Brown thrasher

In addition, there were two male rose-breasted grosbeaks at Anita Purves.

Sarah Roper

Urbana
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From roper37 at gmail.com  Sat Apr 26 19:21:06 2008

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Sat Apr 26 19:21:16 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] forgot

Message-ID: <9b7905150804261721q6a3407f6veded9ebd878bf508@mail.gmail.com>

I forgot to mention that we had a total of three Kentucky warblers today,

two of which were within a few feet of each other at Lodge.

Sarah Roper

Urbana
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From betuana at hotmail.com  Sat Apr 26 20:20:26 2008

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Sat Apr 26 20:20:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mattis Park, Boulware Trail, Park Haven Drive, 4/26

Message-ID: <BAY139-W51079DAF748EDB22DEB32AA7DF0@phx.gbl>

A bit quiet today - we saw the COMMON YELLOWTHROAT along Boulware Trail again today, along with several GOLDFINCHES, and the standards - ROBINS, GRACKLES, STARLINGS, MOURNING DOVES, HOUSE SPARROWS, and CANADA GEESE at Mattis. Saw both AMERICAN KESTRELS late yesterday evening 'playing' with a CROW (I think he started off chasing one of them, but both of them ended up doing a fun tumbling flight flying circles around him it was quite a fun show to watch!), but they were quiet this afternoon.

Saw several small flocks of WHITE THROATED SPARROWS today, first time I've seen them (been hearing them regularly) in weeks. Also saw a group of 6 or 7 WHITE CROWNED SPARROWS at a feeder on Park Haven. CHIPPING SPARROWS around in several places. We also saw 2 CEDAR WAXWINGS in a tree on Park Haven, FOY for us.  

There was also an 8 or 9 inch catfish in the little creek along Boulware trail - considering how low the water is there it was strange to see - one of the bigger fish I've seen in the water there.

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________

Back to work after baby?how do you know when you?re ready?

http://lifestyle.msn.com/familyandparenting/articleNW.aspx?cp-documentid=5797498&ocid=T067MSN40A0701A
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Apr 26 21:17:54 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Apr 26 21:17:55 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Old Homer Park (east of Highway)

In-Reply-To: <BAY139-W51079DAF748EDB22DEB32AA7DF0@phx.gbl>

References: <BAY139-W51079DAF748EDB22DEB32AA7DF0@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0804262110530.28698@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Today I saw two Canada geese chase a Great Blue Heron as it flew up (I 

must have scared it) from the Salt Fork River east of Rt-49.

One goose tried to grab its tail.

The GBH didn't stick around to fight.

Also some warblers paired up.

Lots of Bluebells and Wild Ginger! Some Golden Alexander and Dutchman's 

Breeches.

It was a beautiful day!

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Sun Apr 27 12:18:03 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Sun Apr 27 12:13:50 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring birding

Message-ID: <002101c8a88a$a79f5750$1d58b0d8@DELL>

Yesterday we went down to Prairie Ridge and Marion County Preserve also. 

It was windy and cool so birds were hard to find.  We did see one bunch of perhaps 30 Pectoral Sandpipers, one Solitary Sandpiper, and several Lesser and Greater Yellowlegs.  There were no Golden Plovers where we looked unless we missed them, hunkered down on the ground.  

There were lots of swallows; Tree, Barn, Rough-winged.  Also seen our first Chimney Swifts in numbers.  

We enjoyed a Killdeer pair and their 4 eggs.  They are such protective parents to build in such precarious places.  We also seen a new Robin nest on top of a sign that stated that it was a "Protected Bird Area."  We thought that an appropriate place to build. 

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net

-------------- next part --------------
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From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Sun Apr 27 12:15:30 2008

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Sun Apr 27 12:16:30 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] catbirds

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080427121436.0385f3d0@mail.millikin.edu>

Two catbirds in Carle Park at noon today.

Ray

Urbana

From jward199 at gmail.com  Sun Apr 27 14:24:32 2008

From: jward199 at gmail.com (Jane Ward)

Date: Sun Apr 27 14:25:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Allerton Park

In-Reply-To: <000001c8a71a$846578d0$6501a8c0@Downstairs>

References: <000001c8a71a$846578d0$6501a8c0@Downstairs>

Message-ID: <d7bf839c0804271224l2844111dhd200880c8e3bc92a@mail.gmail.com>

This is very similar to the behavior I was observing at Jubilee State Park

this morning. There were many, many Yellow-rumped warblers on the road. They

would fly up to the trees as cars or joggers passed, then return to the road

to feed.  Mixed in were also goldfinches, two indigo buntings, as well as

the Tennessee Warblers and Eastern Towhee that I noted in my previous

report. It was such fun to watch them in those quantities.

Jane

On Fri, Apr 25, 2008 at 4:22 PM, lwasson <lwasson@hughes.net> wrote:

>  Just before 9:00 a.m. this morning at Allerton Park while swatting

> mosquitoes in the Virginia Bluebells near the parking area by the path to

> the Minotaur I saw my first Ruby-throated Hummingbird of the year.

>

>

>

> After my fun with the mosquitoes I took a walk down to the river, saw my

> first Monarch and Painted Lady of the year, but didn't see anything else out

> of the ordinary and returned to the parking area just after ten.  As I

> approached I noticed a good sized flock of Yellow-rumped Warblers in the

> shrubs across the road.  As I moved nearer to the road I saw that there were

> many of them just inside the access gate to the park on the road feeding.

> After getting the binoculars on them I tried to count them, but lost count

> when I got to about four dozen. In with them were several American Goldfinch

> (males in full spectacular breeding plumage), a few White-throated Sparrows,

> three Indigo Buntings (FOY), a couple of Chipping Sparrows, and a pair of

> Prothonotary Warblers (FOY), the male in beautiful breeding plumage.  I also

> believe I saw two Palm Warblers; can't be positive on these two, but they

> were certainly tail bobbers.  It was quite a feeding frenzy; I watched them

> for about twenty minutes.  If a car came by they would all fly off and when

> the coast was clear they all came back.  Quite a sight.

>

>

>

> During the walk I was hoping to hear/see a Scarlet Tanager, but didn't

> although I did hear a bird song that I recognized but could not remember who

> it belonged to and I could not locate the bird.  While driving home I

> slipped my Peterson CD on and the song I thought I had heard was that of a

> Hooded Warbler.  Is it possible that he could have been there?

>

>

>

> Bill

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>

-- 

Jane Ward

Peoria, Illinois

http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/
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From jward199 at gmail.com  Sun Apr 27 13:34:25 2008

From: jward199 at gmail.com (Jane Ward)

Date: Sun Apr 27 14:35:30 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Warblers in Peoria County

Message-ID: <d7bf839c0804271134g760391efsa885225a3d33da55@mail.gmail.com>

Yesterday, Apr 26, at Forest Park there were 25 or more Yellow-rumped

Warblers, plus Tennessee Warblers, at least one Nashville Warbler, and a

Rose-breasted Grosbeak that had something wrong with its beak.  I'll post

photos later.

Today, Apr 26, at Jubilee State Park, again we found 30 or more

Yellow-rumped Warblers. They were all over the road on the way into the park

from the College entrance. They kept flying a short distance ahead of me as

I drove slowly in. I could see that most were Yellow-rumped, but also some

Tennessee, and an Eastern Towhee were in the mix. We also found Chipping

Sparrows, Field Sparrows, Cardinals, Grackles, and this one beautiful Brown

Thrasher at the top of a tree singing the most beautiful and complex song. I

hope some of the photos (bad light) will turn out.

It seems that a lot of birds dropped by after the storm on Friday night.

-- 

Jane Ward

Peoria, Illinois

http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Apr 27 14:54:54 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Apr 27 14:56:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk (4/27)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9DF9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

It was a beautiful morning and we had about 25 people come out for the walk.  It was Bryan Guarente's last time to lead the Busey Woods walk as he will be leaving for Boulder, Colorado later this week for a job (and, probably, the Sage Grouse and Rosy Finches).  We will miss having his keen eyes and ears on the walks.  And, I wish him the best in Colorado.

The birding was relatively slow this morning, but patience was rewarded as we turned up a Prothonotary in Busey Woods.  Other warblers for the day included Northern Waterthrush, Common Yellowthroat, Magnolia, Orange-crowned, Yellow-rumped, Palm, Parula, Nashville and Black-n-white.

The group also had some very nice looks at Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo Bunting, White-crowned Sparrow, White-eyed Vireo and Swainson's Thrush.

Other notable birds for the day included Brown Creeper, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Blue-headed Vireo, Lincoln's Sparrow, Wood Duck and Red-headed Vireo.

Greg Lambeth

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Apr 27 16:39:25 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Apr 27 16:46:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk (4/27)

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9DF9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9DF9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <30ec30250804271439y75d08933p2b3116d017ea95ad@mail.gmail.com>

I echo Greg's sentiments of regret at Bryan's departure, best wishes for his

and his family's move to Colorado, and thanks for this one last Sunday of

his informed and enthusiastic guidance of our birding.  Our loss will be

Boulder County Audubon Society's (<http://www.boulderaudubon.org/>) gain.

To Greg's report -- excellent, as always -- of this morning's birding, I'll

add some Big Bird notes.  A Cooper's hawk was on the nest just across the

bridge in Busey Woods.  I gathered that was the first time this year that

we've spotted them back on the previous years' nest -- I certainly had not

seen them at the nest this season, before today.  My impression is that the

nest looked thicker and more solid today than when I'd seen it during

earlier Bird Walks this spring; I infer that the hawks started rebuilding

and reinforcing it within the past couple weeks.

In Crystal Lake Park, between the north picnic area and the fountain, we had

great views of two turkey vultures perched in a big old, suitably

funereal-looking, tree.  As they sunned themselves, the one facing us

enhanced our view of their plumage by holding the spread-wing posture.  It

was also a fun opportunity because Greg's children got to have a detailed

scope view of the birds.

We also got to show the kids a close view of 11 downy goslings, in the

meadow north of the boathouse (?) bridge.  (Sort of the Little Big Bird

department . . . .)

Among not-quite-so-big birds, from the Magic Bridge we saw a spectacular

aerial display by a pair of belted kingfishers, and later, coming back, nice

views of a blue-gray gnatcatcher (a male, probably -- I think I saw a thin

black "eyebrow" on it).

Also fun was a close view of a blue jay sitting on its low-level nest, in

the brush along the path by the swimming pool coming back from Crystal Lake

(I believe Bryan first spotted it).

And back in the Busey section of the walk, on the western end of the woods,

our group -- lagging far behind Greg's, so he wouldn't have seen this --

sighted a hermit thrush and a Swainson's thrush in very close proximity,

giving Bryan an opportunity to compare/contrast the species' field marks

with reference to concrete examples.

The day's biggest impediment to our birding was arguably the ruby-crowned

kinglets, which seemed thick enough to obscure much else that would have

been in view.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On Sun, Apr 27, 2008 at 2:54 PM, Lambeth, Gregory S <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

wrote:

>

> It was a beautiful morning and we had about 25 people come out for the

> walk.  It was Bryan Guarente's last time to lead the Busey Woods walk as he

> will be leaving for Boulder, Colorado later this week for a job (and,

> probably, the Sage Grouse and Rosy Finches).  We will miss having his keen

> eyes and ears on the walks.  And, I wish him the best in Colorado.

>

> The birding was relatively slow this morning, but patience was rewarded as

> we turned up a Prothonotary in Busey Woods.  Other warblers for the day

> included Northern Waterthrush, Common Yellowthroat, Magnolia,

> Orange-crowned, Yellow-rumped, Palm, Parula, Nashville and Black-n-white.

>

> The group also had some very nice looks at Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo

> Bunting, White-crowned Sparrow, White-eyed Vireo and Swainson's Thrush.

>

> Other notable birds for the day included Brown Creeper, Red-breasted

> Nuthatch, Blue-headed Vireo, Lincoln's Sparrow, Wood Duck and Red-headed

> Vireo.

>

> Greg Lambeth

-------------- next part --------------
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sun Apr 27 19:36:12 2008

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sun Apr 27 19:36:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] catbirds

Message-ID: <cd1.2f38db0d.354675fc@aol.com>

The catbird in my yard has been here for a couple  of days and has spent a 

significant amount of time on my suet feeder.  Interesting enough, a friend of 

mine in Arkansas reported that he has had a  catbird on his suet feeder, the 

first time that he has observed this  behavior.

David Thomas

Champaign

In a message dated 4/27/2008 12:16:41 P.M. Central Daylight Time,  

rboehmer@mail.millikin.edu writes:

Two  catbirds in Carle Park at noon  today.

Ray

Urbana

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes  mailing  list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

**************Need a new ride? Check out the largest site for U.S. used car 

listings at AOL Autos.      

(http://autos.aol.com/used?NCID=aolcmp00300000002851)
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sun Apr 27 21:15:47 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sun Apr 27 21:15:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] ECHOs (no sightings)

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250804271439y75d08933p2b3116d017ea95ad@mail.gmail.com>

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9DF9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>


<30ec30250804271439y75d08933p2b3116d017ea95ad@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0804272110400.22617@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Bryan and others,

Heard a few woodpeckers at Allerton Park and local environs this 

rainy afternoon.

Nothing much moving but the wildflowers are spectacular!

I too will miss Bryan's weather postings.

His insights into migratory behavior of small warblers and others have 

increased my enjoyment of birding.

Thanks and please send an occasional post from Colorado.

Jim Hoyt :)

On Sun, 27 Apr 2008, Brian Threlkeld wrote:

> I echo Greg's sentiments of regret at Bryan's departure, best wishes for his

> and his family's move to Colorado, and thanks for this one last Sunday of

> his informed and enthusiastic guidance of our birding.  Our loss will be

> Boulder County Audubon Society's (<http://www.boulderaudubon.org/>) gain.

>

> To Greg's report -- excellent, as always -- of this morning's birding, I'll

> add some Big Bird notes.  A Cooper's hawk was on the nest just across the

> bridge in Busey Woods.  I gathered that was the first time this year that

> we've spotted them back on the previous years' nest -- I certainly had not

> seen them at the nest this season, before today.  My impression is that the

> nest looked thicker and more solid today than when I'd seen it during

> earlier Bird Walks this spring; I infer that the hawks started rebuilding

> and reinforcing it within the past couple weeks.

>

> In Crystal Lake Park, between the north picnic area and the fountain, we had

> great views of two turkey vultures perched in a big old, suitably

> funereal-looking, tree.  As they sunned themselves, the one facing us

> enhanced our view of their plumage by holding the spread-wing posture.  It

> was also a fun opportunity because Greg's children got to have a detailed

> scope view of the birds.

>

> We also got to show the kids a close view of 11 downy goslings, in the

> meadow north of the boathouse (?) bridge.  (Sort of the Little Big Bird

> department . . . .)

>

> Among not-quite-so-big birds, from the Magic Bridge we saw a spectacular

> aerial display by a pair of belted kingfishers, and later, coming back, nice

> views of a blue-gray gnatcatcher (a male, probably -- I think I saw a thin

> black "eyebrow" on it).

>

> Also fun was a close view of a blue jay sitting on its low-level nest, in

> the brush along the path by the swimming pool coming back from Crystal Lake

> (I believe Bryan first spotted it).

>

> And back in the Busey section of the walk, on the western end of the woods,

> our group -- lagging far behind Greg's, so he wouldn't have seen this --

> sighted a hermit thrush and a Swainson's thrush in very close proximity,

> giving Bryan an opportunity to compare/contrast the species' field marks

> with reference to concrete examples.

>

> The day's biggest impediment to our birding was arguably the ruby-crowned

> kinglets, which seemed thick enough to obscure much else that would have

> been in view.

>

>

> ___________________

> Brian Threlkeld

> 107 E Michigan Ave

> Urbana IL 61801-5027

>

> 217-384-5164

> abt5@columbia.edu

>

>

> On Sun, Apr 27, 2008 at 2:54 PM, Lambeth, Gregory S <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

> wrote:

>

>>

>> It was a beautiful morning and we had about 25 people come out for the

>> walk.  It was Bryan Guarente's last time to lead the Busey Woods walk as he

>> will be leaving for Boulder, Colorado later this week for a job (and,

>> probably, the Sage Grouse and Rosy Finches).  We will miss having his keen

>> eyes and ears on the walks.  And, I wish him the best in Colorado.

>>

>> The birding was relatively slow this morning, but patience was rewarded as

>> we turned up a Prothonotary in Busey Woods.  Other warblers for the day

>> included Northern Waterthrush, Common Yellowthroat, Magnolia,

>> Orange-crowned, Yellow-rumped, Palm, Parula, Nashville and Black-n-white.

>>

>> The group also had some very nice looks at Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo

>> Bunting, White-crowned Sparrow, White-eyed Vireo and Swainson's Thrush.

>>

>> Other notable birds for the day included Brown Creeper, Red-breasted

>> Nuthatch, Blue-headed Vireo, Lincoln's Sparrow, Wood Duck and Red-headed

>> Vireo.

>>

>> Greg Lambeth

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy
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"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Mon Apr 28 01:54:37 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Mon Apr 28 01:54:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] San Diego greetings

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9DF9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu><30ec30250804271439y75d08933p2b3116d017ea95ad@mail.gmail.com>


<Pine.LNX.4.64.0804272110400.22617@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114992C77@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

reporting from CA.

Ivan

http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/

From n9ds_15 at msn.com  Mon Apr 28 06:28:17 2008

From: n9ds_15 at msn.com (Duston Suits)

Date: Mon Apr 28 06:29:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Feeder birds

Message-ID: <BAY106-W41B0B1A2C845EB80CBE3FADEDE0@phx.gbl>

I was surprised to see 2 Indigo buntings and 2 male Rose-Breasted Grosbeaks yesterday.  Quite and explosion of color!

Duston Suits

Loami, IL

_________________________________________________________________

In a rush? Get real-time answers with Windows Live Messenger.

http://www.windowslive.com/messenger/overview.html?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_Refresh_realtime_042008
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From jward199 at gmail.com  Mon Apr 28 07:26:44 2008

From: jward199 at gmail.com (Jane Ward)

Date: Mon Apr 28 07:34:12 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: IBET Warblers in Peoria County

In-Reply-To: <d7bf839c0804271134g760391efsa885225a3d33da55@mail.gmail.com>

References: <d7bf839c0804271134g760391efsa885225a3d33da55@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <d7bf839c0804280526l1cf9b06fg91acb9587d407107@mail.gmail.com>

I posted some photos of the birds at forest park:

http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/2008/04/chickadeefpmg1661.html

Here are a couple of photos of the Rose-breasted Grosbeak.  This bird has

odd plumage, some spots on the breast and the rose color is not very rosy.

The head is very black, and the beak looks odd to me.

Virginia Blue Bells and other spring wildflowers are out in full force at

Forest Park:

http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/2008/04/virginiabluebellsforestparkdscn0825.html

Maidenhair Fern in infancy, Dryad's Saddle, and an Eastern Towhee singing on

territory at Jubilee State Park:

http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/2008/04/easterntowheejubileemg9542-originally.html

On Sun, Apr 27, 2008 at 1:34 PM, Jane Ward <jward199@gmail.com> wrote:

>   Yesterday, Apr 26, at Forest Park there were 25 or more Yellow-rumped

> Warblers, plus Tennessee Warblers, at least one Nashville Warbler, and a

> Rose-breasted Grosbeak that had something wrong with its beak. I'll post

> photos later.

>

> Today, Apr 26, at Jubilee State Park, again we found 30 or more

> Yellow-rumped Warblers. They were all over the road on the way into the

> park

> from the College entrance. They kept flying a short distance ahead of me

> as

> I drove slowly in. I could see that most were Yellow-rumped, but also some

> Tennessee, and an Eastern Towhee were in the mix. We also found Chipping

> Sparrows, Field Sparrows, Cardinals, Grackles, and this one beautiful

> Brown

> Thrasher at the top of a tree singing the most beautiful and complex song.

> I

> hope some of the photos (bad light) will turn out.

>

> It seems that a lot of birds dropped by after the storm on Friday night.

>

> --

> Jane Ward

> Peoria, Illinois

> http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/

>

> [Non-text portions of this message have been removed]

>

>  __._,_.___  Messages in this topic

> <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ILbirds/message/28179;_ylc=X3oDMTM2YzE3ZWRjBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzk5MTU2MjMEZ3Jwc3BJZAMxNzA1MDY1Nzg3BG1zZ0lkAzI4MTc5BHNlYwNmdHIEc2xrA3Z0cGMEc3RpbWUDMTIwOTMyMTI2OQR0cGNJZAMyODE3OQ-->(

> 1)  Reply (via web post)

> <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ILbirds/post;_ylc=X3oDMTJxZGJkNTJyBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzk5MTU2MjMEZ3Jwc3BJZAMxNzA1MDY1Nzg3BG1zZ0lkAzI4MTc5BHNlYwNmdHIEc2xrA3JwbHkEc3RpbWUDMTIwOTMyMTI2OQ--?act=reply&messageNum=28179>| Start

> a new topic

> <http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ILbirds/post;_ylc=X3oDMTJlOWV2Y2wyBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzk5MTU2MjMEZ3Jwc3BJZAMxNzA1MDY1Nzg3BHNlYwNmdHIEc2xrA250cGMEc3RpbWUDMTIwOTMyMTI2OQ-->

>  Messages<http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ILbirds/messages;_ylc=X3oDMTJldW5kdWtmBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzk5MTU2MjMEZ3Jwc3BJZAMxNzA1MDY1Nzg3BHNlYwNmdHIEc2xrA21zZ3MEc3RpbWUDMTIwOTMyMTI2OQ-->|

> Files<http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ILbirds/files;_ylc=X3oDMTJmdHRxbDM4BF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzk5MTU2MjMEZ3Jwc3BJZAMxNzA1MDY1Nzg3BHNlYwNmdHIEc2xrA2ZpbGVzBHN0aW1lAzEyMDkzMjEyNjk->|

> Photos<http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ILbirds/photos;_ylc=X3oDMTJlYTdlcWFhBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzk5MTU2MjMEZ3Jwc3BJZAMxNzA1MDY1Nzg3BHNlYwNmdHIEc2xrA3Bob3QEc3RpbWUDMTIwOTMyMTI2OQ-->|

> Links<http://groups.yahoo.com/group/ILbirds/links;_ylc=X3oDMTJmdDF1a3MyBF9TAzk3MzU5NzE0BGdycElkAzk5MTU2MjMEZ3Jwc3BJZAMxNzA1MDY1Nzg3BHNlYwNmdHIEc2xrA2xpbmtzBHN0aW1lAzEyMDkzMjEyNjk->|
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Jane Ward
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From jward199 at gmail.com  Mon Apr 28 07:29:23 2008

From: jward199 at gmail.com (Jane Ward)

Date: Mon Apr 28 07:57:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: IBET Warblers in Peoria County

In-Reply-To: <d7bf839c0804280526l1cf9b06fg91acb9587d407107@mail.gmail.com>

References: <d7bf839c0804271134g760391efsa885225a3d33da55@mail.gmail.com>


<d7bf839c0804280526l1cf9b06fg91acb9587d407107@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <d7bf839c0804280529n6a101855hfc90a071a46c1897@mail.gmail.com>

I forgot to paste the link to the Rose-breasted Grosbeak photos:

http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/2008/04/rose-breastedgrossbeakfpmg1557.html

On Mon, Apr 28, 2008 at 7:26 AM, Jane Ward <jward199@gmail.com> wrote:

> I posted some photos of the birds at forest park:

> http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/2008/04/chickadeefpmg1661.html

>

> Here are a couple of photos of the Rose-breasted Grosbeak.  This bird has

> odd plumage, some spots on the breast and the rose color is not very rosy.

> The head is very black, and the beak looks odd to me.

>

> Virginia Blue Bells and other spring wildflowers are out in full force at

> Forest Park:

>

> http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/2008/04/virginiabluebellsforestparkdscn0825.html

>

> Maidenhair Fern in infancy, Dryad's Saddle, and an Eastern Towhee singing

> on territory at Jubilee State Park:

>

> http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/2008/04/easterntowheejubileemg9542-originally.html

>

>

> On Sun, Apr 27, 2008 at 1:34 PM, Jane Ward <jward199@gmail.com> wrote:

>

> >   Yesterday, Apr 26, at Forest Park there were 25 or more Yellow-rumped

> > Warblers, plus Tennessee Warblers, at least one Nashville Warbler, and a

> > Rose-breasted Grosbeak that had something wrong with its beak. I'll post

> > photos later.

> >

> > Today, Apr 26, at Jubilee State Park, again we found 30 or more

> > Yellow-rumped Warblers. They were all over the road on the way into the

> > park

> > from the College entrance. They kept flying a short distance ahead of me

> > as

> > I drove slowly in. I could see that most were Yellow-rumped, but also

> > some

> > Tennessee, and an Eastern Towhee were in the mix. We also found Chipping

> > Sparrows, Field Sparrows, Cardinals, Grackles, and this one beautiful

> > Brown

> > Thrasher at the top of a tree singing the most beautiful and complex

> > song. I

> > hope some of the photos (bad light) will turn out.

> >

> > It seems that a lot of birds dropped by after the storm on Friday night.

> >

> > --

> > Jane Ward

> > Peoria, Illinois

> > http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/

> >
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-- 

Jane Ward

Peoria, Illinois

http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Apr 28 08:07:43 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Apr 28 08:08:11 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250804271439y75d08933p2b3116d017ea95ad@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90207@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Saturday...

2 male ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAKS were feeding on Hackberry buds as I ate

Lunch outdoors... they were within 25 feet at times.

At least one is still around at the feeders this morning.

WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS... small flock; still around Monday morning.

PHOEBE flying around.

BROWN THRASHERS... pair of them.

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER...  Just one...still not seeing Warblers :-(

GOLDFINCHES...

BLUE JAYS, GRACKLES, MOURNING DOVE, HOUSE WRENS, CARDINALS, HOUSE

FINCHES, COWBIRD pair, several RED-WING BLACKBIRDS.

Bob Vaiden 

-------------- next part --------------
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From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Mon Apr 28 09:34:04 2008

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Mon Apr 28 09:51:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk (4/27)

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9DF9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9DF9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <963b67030804280734v7ecff926lc0b610c74784bf40@mail.gmail.com>

Because I missed it the first time around, I went back into Busey at 11

yesterday morning to find the Prothonotary, which I did fairly quickly (saw

at least 2 different ones).

Shortly after noon I was still there (looking for, but not finding a Hooded)

when I came across a Kentucky warbler just off the trail down to the West

pond.

Rob Kanter

On Sun, Apr 27, 2008 at 2:54 PM, Lambeth, Gregory S <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

wrote:

>

> It was a beautiful morning and we had about 25 people come out for the

> walk.  It was Bryan Guarente's last time to lead the Busey Woods walk as he

> will be leaving for Boulder, Colorado later this week for a job (and,

> probably, the Sage Grouse and Rosy Finches).  We will miss having his keen

> eyes and ears on the walks.  And, I wish him the best in Colorado.

>

> The birding was relatively slow this morning, but patience was rewarded as

> we turned up a Prothonotary in Busey Woods.  Other warblers for the day

> included Northern Waterthrush, Common Yellowthroat, Magnolia,

> Orange-crowned, Yellow-rumped, Palm, Parula, Nashville and Black-n-white.

>

> The group also had some very nice looks at Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Indigo

> Bunting, White-crowned Sparrow, White-eyed Vireo and Swainson's Thrush.

>

> Other notable birds for the day included Brown Creeper, Red-breasted

> Nuthatch, Blue-headed Vireo, Lincoln's Sparrow, Wood Duck and Red-headed

> Vireo.

>

> Greg Lambeth

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-- 

Rob Kanter

(217) 621-2934

rkanter@uiuc.edu
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From leslienoa at gmail.com  Mon Apr 28 10:01:10 2008

From: leslienoa at gmail.com (Leslie Rye)

Date: Mon Apr 28 10:29:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Plovers

Message-ID: <a4f8d1430804280801i3bf4d14i4fcb2100e4d54fdc@mail.gmail.com>

We drove down to Charleston early this morning and spotted several groups of

American Golden Plovers along the way.  Most were seen along I57 about 5

miles north of the Charleston/Mattoon exit.  A few individuals flew into a

field adjacent to the interstate and the rest were seen in groups of ~30

flying across the interstate or near by.

I know people have been wondering where they are... perhaps south of the

Champaign/Urbana area?  We also saw several groups in early April in Douglas

County.

Leslie and Tim Rye
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From smithsje at egix.net  Mon Apr 28 22:49:34 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Mon Apr 28 21:52:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Plovers, etc.

Message-ID: <200804290252.m3T2qGx5008765@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

I saw my FOY flock of Golden Plovers this afternoon between sleet storms.  There must have been at least 200 in this flock.  

We have more White-throated Sparrows and White-crowned Sparrows at our feeders now than we've had anytime this year.  The nasty weather has resulted in a huge increase in the number and variety of feeder birds.  

I monitored 160 bird nest boxes the last two days.  About one in 8 boxes contained bluebird eggs. Many boxes had nests but no eggs.  4 boxes had Carolina Chickadee nests without eggs.  One box contained 4 Tree Swallow eggs.  Several House Sparrow nests with eggs were removed.  

While checking nest boxes today, I found two boxes with just hatched baby Bluebirds.  This is terrible weather for young birds to survive.

I found 2 dead Tree Swallows in one box.  

Three boxes contained several wasps which needed to be ejected before any bird would build a nest.  

One nest of mice had to be ejected from a box.    

A lot of Tree, Barn and Rough-winged Swallows were trying to find flying insects by flying just above the water along a drainage ditch in South Homer Township.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-04-28

From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue Apr 29 07:49:50 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue Apr 29 07:50:06 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RBN

Message-ID: <30ec30250804290549i555f1affybff68ba554933f80@mail.gmail.com>

Just had a RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH at the suet out back.  Didn't know they

were still around.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080429/244dac84/attachment.htm

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Apr 29 08:12:03 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Apr 29 08:12:08 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250804290549i555f1affybff68ba554933f80@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90209@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

R B GROSBEAK still at feeder...

R W BLACKBIRDS too...

Many W T SPARROWS...

One WT Sparrow has a little different design on the head (maybe it's

common and I haven't noticed?).  The white head stripes are usually

parallel... This one had a broad center stripe, which was intersected at

the back, at the base of the neck by the two narrow white side-stripes.

Thought it looked different :-)

BROWN THRASHERS and others about.

Woodland garden has now reached its "Green Stage" 

(First Stage: brown with scattered flowers; Second Stage: brown with

green clumps, Third Stage: green :-))

Bob Vaiden
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From smithsje at egix.net  Tue Apr 29 09:09:47 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Tue Apr 29 08:42:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Siskins

Message-ID: <200804291312.m3TDCPhI015095@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This am, we had two Pine Siskins at our niger feeders.  These are the first that we've had since mid November.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-04-29

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue Apr 29 09:16:10 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Tue Apr 29 09:20:55 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods (4/29)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9DFD@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I spent about 90 minutes in Busey Woods early this morning and, yes, there was ice on the boardwalk!  I had 10 species of warbler:  Prothonotary (1), Kentucky (1), Parula, Black-throated Green, Yellow-rumped, Black-n-White, Orange-crowned, Tennessee and Northern Waterthrush and Common Yellowthroat.  I was able to get a few (identifiable) photos of the Kentucky and I've posted one to my web site:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Odds%20and%20Ends.html

Greg

From betuana at hotmail.com  Tue Apr 29 14:51:53 2008

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Tue Apr 29 14:52:17 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Boulware Trail and Mattis Park, 4/28 and 4/29

Message-ID: <BAY139-W51F5F8DA2E195AACEC8086A7D90@phx.gbl>

The rain and hail yesterday didn't seem to dissuade many birds from coming out. The standard CARDINALS, ROBINS, GRACKLES, STARLINGS, CANADA GEESE, MALLARDS, and HOUSE SPARROWS were all out and about, as well as some SONG SPARROWS along the trail, and a CROW flying over. The GREAT BLUE HERON was on the lake shore at Mattis Park and though he flew across a couple times he stuck around. A male DOWNY WOODPECKER came out between the rain and hail to sun and forage on the trees, as well as a few warblers, one NASHVILLE WARBLER and another that was with it but I couldn't see well enough to identify. A RED BREASTED NUTHATCH almost flew into the side of my head as I tried to get a better look at the warblers, and then landed feet from me on a pine tree to eat a large seed or something similar. YELLOW RUMPED WARBLERS were in the trees between the 2 ponds south of Mattis Park, and up where the north end of Boulware Trail meets Fox Drive there was a very confident little BLUE WINGED WARBLER who posed for several pictures. GOLDFINCHES and HOUSE FINCHES along the trail as well as a single female MALLARD. Later that day I saw the OVENBIRD who has been frequenting our side yard just outside my window, but when I tried to follow him for a picture he hid and flushed out a SWAINSON'S THRUSH instead! A nive male goldfinch also visited my yard. The WHITE THROATED SPARROWS were also seen foraging in the mulch in that area of the yard.

Some pictures from yesterday are up on flickr at http://www.flickr.com/photos/25509836@N06/sets/72157604786180667/detail/  - I'll be hopefully adding pictures of the common yellowthroat, as well as some other pictures I have from previous walks of Black and White warblers, etc.

Today I'm still hearing the WHITE THROATED SPARROWS, and occasionally seeing one. Also a good day for all the standards mentioned above, but at the pond along Boulware Trail there was a LITTLE GREEN HERON which seemed to be carrying a small fish or something similar in its bill. The COMMON YELLOWTHROAT was along the trail again today, and the GREAT BLUE HERON was once again at the lake. I also caught a glimpse of another common yellowthroat in the trees and brush along the west side of the lake. The male AMERICAN KESTREL was out on his post calling to his mate, and flew couple times letting me get a glimpse of what looked like a house sparrow in his feet. GOLDFINCHES, HOUSE FINCHES, and one SWAINSON'S THRUSH were along Boulware trail today. There was also a dead GRAY CATBIRD along the side of the road on Park Haven Dr. No signs of what happened to it - I've been hearing them around here for a while and we get them regularly in our yard, I'm guessing this one may have flown into a passing car or something.

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________

In a rush? Get real-time answers with Windows Live Messenger.

http://www.windowslive.com/messenger/overview.html?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_Refresh_realtime_042008
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue Apr 29 14:34:30 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue Apr 29 15:00:21 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Odd office bird

Message-ID: <30ec30250804291234u53914b92mad1b4e89365f6cf8@mail.gmail.com>

At about 2:15 this afternoon, a small bird landed with a light thump on the

crossbar dividing the panes of a window in my office, looking out on our

parking strip on the north side of West Main Street.  It clung there for a

few seconds, then dropped down into the yew shrubs.  When I glanced at it I

presumed I would see one of the local HOSPs.  It was, instead, a male

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER.  Not what I expect in downtown Urbana.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

Federal Public Defender's Office

Central District of Illinois

300 West Main Street

Urbana IL 61801-2624
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From RBoehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Tue Apr 29 10:40:46 2008

From: RBoehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray Boehmer)

Date: Tue Apr 29 15:46:40 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Siskins

In-Reply-To: <200804291312.m3TDCPhI015095@outbound-mta.egix.net>

References: <200804291312.m3TDCPhI015095@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <4816FB21.8722.009C.0@mail.millikin.edu>

There have been 2-3 siskins at our feeders in Urbana for the past month.  I am wondering when they will leave.

RB

>>> "Jim & Eleanor Smith" <smithsje@egix.net> 4/29/2008 9:09 AM >>>

Hello, Bird,

This am, we had two Pine Siskins at our niger feeders.  These are the first that we've had since mid November.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net 

2008-04-29

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From smithsje at egix.net  Tue Apr 29 21:15:15 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Tue Apr 29 20:18:11 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] strange nest site

Message-ID: <200804300117.m3U1HsU3013321@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Thre times when I started a tractor that had been parked outside, sparrow nests were blown out of the exhaust pipe.  

Saturday evening, the same tractor was parked along a drainage ditch until this morning.  While working on the tillage tool, I noticed a Tree Swallow checking out the exhaust pipe several times.  

The exhaust pipe has a 90 degree curve at the end where these birds believe is a good nest site.     

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-04-29

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed Apr 30 06:36:43 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed Apr 30 06:37:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Great blue heron at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <146625.1096.qm@web65703.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Not exactly a FOY bird, but after walking through a prairie full of red-winged blackbirds, rather incongruous to spot a Great Blue Heron perching in one of the trees along Douglas Creek the last two mornings.

Roger Digges 

---------------------------------

Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.
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From derekliebert at yahoo.com  Wed Apr 30 12:56:48 2008

From: derekliebert at yahoo.com (Derek Liebert)

Date: Wed Apr 30 12:57:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] hooded warbler, east Urbana

Message-ID: <261728.77657.qm@web35302.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

In addition to the usual visitors, I saw a hooded warbler in my backyard over the lunch hour today.? It seemed to enjoy bouncing back and forth from a brush pile to some honeysuckle I spared until I could plant a better screen.

?

Derek

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Be a better friend, newshound, and 

know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.  http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i62sR8HDtDypao8Wcj9tAcJ

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Wed Apr 30 22:14:49 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Wed Apr 30 22:14:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lodge Park Field Trip Saturday

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E02@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I will be leading the field trip to Lodge Park in Piatt County this Saturday morning to look for migrating warblers, vireos, tanagers, thrushes, etc.  Please join me if you are available.  We will be meeting at the Anita Purves Center at 7:00am.  I will be arriving early that morning and spending some time in Crystal Lake Park -- if there is a big fall-out of warblers overnight, I will suggest that we spend a little time at Crystal Lake before departing for Lodge Park.  There is the potential for a big push of migrants this weekend given the late spring so let's keep our fingers crossed that the weather cooperates.

I plan on proceeding rain or shine so bring a raincoat if necessary.  I can accommodate three people in my car and I'm hoping that others will volunteer to carpool.  Let me know if you need a ride.

If you have any questions, please email me off-list at Lambeth@uiuc.edu.

Greg Lambeth

