From sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu  Thu Aug  2 10:46:48 2007

From: sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu (Steve Bailey)

Date: Thu Aug  2 10:46:55 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Blue Grosbeak in Champaign!

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20070802102701.02b28680@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

Hi all,


I thought some would like to know that one of our grad students working 

here at INHS just reported catching a male BLUE GROSBEAK in a mist net 

being used in a study of some other bird species.  Of all places, the bird 

was at Kaufman Lake on the west side of Champaign.  It was near the parking 

lot on the west side.  Tara had a good picture of the bird on her cell 

phone as well!  It would be interesting to know if this species is actually 

using the habitat at this small park to breed in.  It seems rather early 

for a post-breeding dispersal in this species, as they often still have 

nests going at this time, but there have already been some rather unusually 

early migrant passerines showing up in other parts of Illinois.


On the topic of unusual species showing up at unusual times, Tara had just 

showed me a photo yesterday that she took on her cell phone earlier this 

summer, of a male WORM-EATING WARBLER that they also had caught in a mist 

net on 20 June in the Bee Research area near Lincoln and Windsor in 

Urbana!  That was a very strange location (habitat) and time for such a 

species to be around in this area.

Steve Bailey

Rantoul

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug  2 20:03:40 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Aug  2 20:03:42 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Blue Grosbeak in Champaign!

In-Reply-To: <5.1.0.14.2.20070802102701.02b28680@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <549872.38974.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Steve,

  Wow!! A Worm-eating Warbler in the Bee Research area?? That is really weird!!! Much stranger than a Blue Grosbeak at Kaufman Lake. 

  Birds of North American describes the warbler territory as follows:  "In eastern North America this species nests mainly where large tracts of deciduous and mixed forest overlap with moderate to steep slopes and patches of dense understory shrubs". I have the good fortune to live in such an area at my southern Indiana residence and fairly regularly get to see and hear them. But I can't imagine them near Lincoln and Windsor. 

  Bernie Sloan

  Urbana

Steve Bailey <sdbailey@inhs.uiuc.edu> wrote:

  Hi all,

I thought some would like to know that one of our grad students working 

here at INHS just reported catching a male BLUE GROSBEAK in a mist net 

being used in a study of some other bird species. Of all places, the bird 

was at Kaufman Lake on the west side of Champaign. It was near the parking 

lot on the west side. Tara had a good picture of the bird on her cell 

phone as well! It would be interesting to know if this species is actually 

using the habitat at this small park to breed in. It seems rather early 

for a post-breeding dispersal in this species, as they often still have 

nests going at this time, but there have already been some rather unusually 

early migrant passerines showing up in other parts of Illinois.

On the topic of unusual species showing up at unusual times, Tara had just 

showed me a photo yesterday that she took on her cell phone earlier this 

summer, of a male WORM-EATING WARBLER that they also had caught in a mist 

net on 20 June in the Bee Research area near Lincoln and Windsor in 

Urbana! That was a very strange location (habitat) and time for such a 

species to be around in this area.

Steve Bailey

Rantoul

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Building a website is a piece of cake. 

Yahoo! Small Business gives you all the tools to get online.
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Aug  4 10:36:17 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Aug  4 10:36:22 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/2 - 25 species

Message-ID: <414226.53865.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Highlight was a close up view of a doe and twin fawns...

  Reg-bellied Woodpecker

  Northern Cardinal

  Blue Jay

  Ruby-throated Hummingbird

  Carolina Wren

  House Wren

  Barn Swallow

  Eastern Kingbird

  Gray Catbird - quite a few in the areas that still have honeysuckle

  Brown Thrasher - quite a few in the "peninsula"

  Wood Thrush - heard from Forestry

  American Robin

  Chipping Sparrow - being harrased by two fledgling Cowbirds

  Field Sparrow

  Song Sparrow

  Indigo Bunting

  American Goldfinch - many, many

  House Finch

  House Sparrow

  American Crow

  Mourning Dove

  Red-winged Blackbird

  Common Grackle

  European Starling

  Brown-headed Cowbird

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Boardwalk for $500? In 2007? Ha! 

Play Monopoly Here and Now (it's updated for today's economy) at Yahoo! Games.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070804/89474e64/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sat Aug  4 15:22:40 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sat Aug  4 15:22:47 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fawns at Meadowbrook; robins

Message-ID: <f74e9310635f9.46b499c0@insightbb.com>

Last week one evening Charlie and I took a walk. Along the south border were two sets of spotted fawns and their mothers. Two of the fawns were younger and two were older. (I've read that deer usually have twins) Previous to that I had seen 3 spotted fawns by themselves, or at least I didn't notice any adults around. I wonder how many new fawns there are this year. Overall the deer seem to be very unconcerned about human presence.  Maybe they are getting used to being exposed and people watching them on the Savannah. A number of people are trying to get pictures of them.

Since this is supposed to be about birds....Friday I saw a pair of Robins mating, another Robin carrying food, and another sitting on a nest. They just keep going on and on!

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070804/afac56ab/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Aug  4 20:12:57 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Aug  4 20:12:59 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Butterflies

In-Reply-To: <414226.53865.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <414226.53865.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0708041954350.12624@bluestem.prairienet.org>

To Birders and lovers of living things that fly...

Friday afternoon I observed a group of young people who were trying to ID 

a caterpiller.

They were trying without success to observe what it was eating.

It had 2 paralell rows of red spots (2 on each segment) with tentacle-like 

legs (2 on each segment) and 2 antenae on its anterior end.

After some checking it was apparent that it was a Pipevine Swallowtail 

larvae.

A bit later I saw what looked to be a Dog Faced Sulfer butterfly near the 

parking lot.

I couldn't get a good look so can't be sure it wasn't a Clouded Sulfer.

It was nectoring on some Alsike clover which is mixed with the bluegrass.

As this is a birding listserve I should mention that that there were some 

House Sparrows and Mourning Doves in the feeding areas.

Good butterfly watching and birding!

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From smithsje at egix.net  Sat Aug  4 21:24:25 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sat Aug  4 20:28:20 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] song sparrow nest

Message-ID: <200708050128.l751SIc9017055@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

We have a Song Sparrow nest with 4 eggs in a tomato plant in our vegetable garden.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-08-04

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Aug  6 08:10:25 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Aug  6 08:10:27 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0708041954350.12624@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9070156889F@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

A severe infestation of Wrens seems to be the current state of the yard.

The local House Wrens seem to have successfully raised one or more

broods this summer...there may be as many as 6 House Wrens in the yard

right now.

The small flock of Goldfinches and a couple of Hummingbirds complete the

list of "almost always present" birds in the yard.

Since Jim mentioned butterflies :)  Monarchs are very common right

now...several float over the yard at any given moment, and their

caterpillars munch milkweeds in various places.  Black and Tiger

Swallowtails are almost as common, as are Red-Spotted Purples, and

several other species.

Royal Catchflys, Hibiscus, Kankakee Mallow still bloom, Red and Blue

Lobelia have joined them, Cream Gentian is in bloom, as are 4 species of

Rubeckia (the "Susans":)

Bob Vaiden

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Tue Aug  7 09:54:46 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Tue Aug  7 09:54:50 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9070156889F@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

References: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0708041954350.12624@bluestem.prairienet.org>


<2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9070156889F@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <f567f616662c5.46b84166@insightbb.com>

"A severe infestation of Wrens...." - an appropriate description.  If they were hit by West Nile awhile back as was previously mentioned on Birdnotes, they've made a spectacular comeback!

Regarding the Monarchs....at the Conservation Area in Mahomet the milkweed has been doing very poorly. When it first came up and started flowering the Japanese beetles attacked it. The blooms shriveled up and now the leaves of many of the plants are droopy and many are covered either in white or beautiful orange-colored aphids. Consequently I've been wondering about the Monarchs and how they will do. Will they still use plants in that condition? Sunday when I was out there I saw a Monarch caterpiller about 10 inches off the ground on a very low plant whose leaves reminded me of celery....I know very little about plants.....and I wondered what it could have been. It was on the north side prairie where no restoration has taken place so I don't think it was an "official" prairie plant but I don't know for sure. Any ideas? I thought they only were found on milkweed. Maybe it was just traveling from one place to another?  But it was not moving, alive, but not moving and no milkweed around it.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "Vaiden, Robert" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu>

Date: Monday, August 6, 2007 8:10

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> A severe infestation of Wrens seems to be the current state of 

> the yard.

> The local House Wrens seem to have successfully raised one or more

> broods this summer...there may be as many as 6 House Wrens in 

> the yard

> right now.

> 

> The small flock of Goldfinches and a couple of Hummingbirds 

> complete the

> list of "almost always present" birds in the yard.

> 

> Since Jim mentioned butterflies :)  Monarchs are very 

> common right

> now...several float over the yard at any given moment, and their

> caterpillars munch milkweeds in various places.  Black and Tiger

> Swallowtails are almost as common, as are Red-Spotted Purples, and

> several other species.

> 

> Royal Catchflys, Hibiscus, Kankakee Mallow still bloom, Red and Blue

> Lobelia have joined them, Cream Gentian is in bloom, as are 4 

> species of

> Rubeckia (the "Susans":)

> 

> Bob Vaiden

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-------------- next part --------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Aug  7 16:50:26 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Aug  7 16:50:31 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Local Cardinal research (no sightings)

Message-ID: <275326.48364.qm@web57104.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  If you've ever wondered about those small wire cages you see around Meadowbrook and Forestry, I believe they are used to capture Cardinals for the research project described in this News-Gazette article from Sunday:

  http://www.news-gazette.com/news/agriculture/2007/08/05/face_the_music

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Park yourself in front of a world of choices in alternative vehicles.

Visit the Yahoo! Auto Green Center.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070807/a4f43d21/attachment.htm

From denstrom at inhs.uiuc.edu  Wed Aug  8 17:49:38 2007

From: denstrom at inhs.uiuc.edu (David Enstrom)

Date: Wed Aug  8 17:49:46 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 43, Issue 7

In-Reply-To: <200708081700.l78H03Na026963@relay2.cso.uiuc.edu>

References: <200708081700.l78H03Na026963@relay2.cso.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <7.0.0.16.2.20070808174800.021ceda8@inhs.uiuc.edu>

Bernie is exactly right.  The traps in forestry are for 

Cardinals.  They are called 'potter traps' they are a very gentle 

method of capturing birds.

Dave E.

At 12:00 PM 8/8/2007, you wrote:

>Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to

>         birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

>To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit

>         https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to

>         birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

>

>You can reach the person managing the list at

>         birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

>

>When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific

>than "Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

>

>

>Today's Topics:

>

>    1. Local Cardinal research (no sightings) (B.G. Sloan)

>

>

>----------------------------------------------------------------------

>

>Message: 1

>Date: Tue, 7 Aug 2007 14:50:26 -0700 (PDT)

>From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Local Cardinal research (no sightings)

>To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>Message-ID: <275326.48364.qm@web57104.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

>Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

>

>

>   If you've ever wondered about those small wire cages you see 

> around Meadowbrook and Forestry, I believe they are used to capture 

> Cardinals for the research project described in this News-Gazette 

> article from Sunday:

>

>   http://www.news-gazette.com/news/agriculture/2007/08/05/face_the_music

>

>   Bernie Sloan

>

>

>---------------------------------

>Park yourself in front of a world of choices in alternative vehicles.

>Visit the Yahoo! Auto Green Center.

>-------------- next part --------------

>An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

>URL: 

>https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070807/a4f43d21/attachment-0001.htm

>

>------------------------------

>

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>

>End of Birdnotes Digest, Vol 43, Issue 7

>****************************************

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sat Aug 11 22:00:45 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sat Aug 11 22:00:47 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Blue Grosbeak

Message-ID: <f5cf90bf6ad60.46be318d@insightbb.com>

I was at the Conservation Area this morning and saw a Blue Grosbeak there for the first time. I was near a very brushy area along the creek. The Grosbeak flew by me and landed in a cottonwood tree. At first glance as it flew by I thought it was an Indigo Bunting. But after landing it started singing. It was dividing it's time between preening (it's feathers looked kind of messy) and singing.  Later I thought it may have taken a bath in the creek which would have explained all the preening.

Although this is the first time I've seen them there, it could be because I was not aware of them before and didn't see them. They are on the check list for Lake of the Woods as a migrant. Bohlen says the average departure date for central Illinois is August 22. But I do wonder if it could have been around all summer.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070811/19d346e3/attachment.htm

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Sun Aug 12 15:18:36 2007

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Sun Aug 12 15:18:39 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook--Northern Bobwhite, Eastern Screech Owl

Message-ID: <598633.75786.qm@web60117.mail.yahoo.com>

In the absolute heat of the day early this afternoon, I scared up a Northern Bobwhite on the west side of the "Peninsula" area at Meadowbrook.  I'm not sure who surprised whom more.

  Friday morning, at around 5:40 a.m., my wife and I enjoyed a full repertoire of "songs" from an Eastern Screech-owl.  It was located near the west end of the park along a mostly dry McCullough Creek.  

  Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Fussy? Opinionated? Impossible to please? Perfect.  Join Yahoo!'s user panel and lay it on us.
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An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sun Aug 12 15:23:43 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sun Aug 12 15:23:45 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mahomet - Conservation Area

Message-ID: <f61cabea6c865.46bf25ff@insightbb.com>

MILKWEED - looked it over again, some looks fine, some doesn't. Didn't want to give the impression that it is all doing poorly. APHIDS - looked them up and couldn't find any orange ones...but did find some orange mites. Maybe some of the milkweed has mites instead of aphids? Don't know much about insects! 

BIRDS - Was concerned about a box of BLUEBIRD eggs as heat can result in various problems. But they did manage to hatch and look ok. And another box of young Bluebird nestlings, who just hatched last week, are still doing ok and growing slowly. Bluebird monitors in our state, as well as in other states, have been discussing their results this year. Many, although not all, have a downturn of from 50% to, in some cases, 75%. It appears mostly to be the result of the early cold. I'm doing 50% less. So this morning I was happy.

Charlene Anchor

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sun Aug 12 16:00:32 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sun Aug 12 16:00:34 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook--Northern Bobwhite, Eastern Screech Owl

In-Reply-To: <598633.75786.qm@web60117.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <488678.77474.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Roger,

  I heard a Northern Bobwhite call twice in almost that exact same spot on May 22. That was the only time I have ever heard a Bobwhite in Meadowbrook. Good to know I wasn't hearing things!  :-)

  As far as I can tell, there's been only one other mention of a Bobwhite in Meadowbrook on the Birdnotes list. Someone reported seeing one a year ago (August 2006) in almost exactly the same spot near the "peninsula".

  I've visited Meadowbrook a LOT over the past 20 years and have heard a Bobwhite only that one time...so you had a rare treat.

  Bernie Sloan

Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com> wrote:

    In the absolute heat of the day early this afternoon, I scared up a Northern Bobwhite on the west side of the "Peninsula" area at Meadowbrook.  I'm not sure who surprised whom more.

  Friday morning, at around 5:40 a.m., my wife and I enjoyed a full repertoire of "songs" from an Eastern Screech-owl.  It was located near the west end of the park along a mostly dry McCullough Creek.  

  Roger Digges

---------------------------------

  Fussy? Opinionated? Impossible to please? Perfect. Join Yahoo!'s user panel and lay it on us. _______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Park yourself in front of a world of choices in alternative vehicles.

Visit the Yahoo! Auto Green Center.
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 13 08:06:21 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Aug 13 08:06:30 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook--Northern Bobwhite, Eastern Screech Owl

In-Reply-To: <488678.77474.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688AC@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I remember hearing Bobwhites at Meadowbrook 10-15 years ago...can't

remember any more precisely than that!

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan

Sent: Sunday, August 12, 2007 4:01 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook--Northern Bobwhite, Eastern Screech

Owl

Roger,

I heard a Northern Bobwhite call twice in almost that exact same spot on

May 22. That was the only time I have ever heard a Bobwhite in

Meadowbrook. Good to know I wasn't hearing things!  :-)

As far as I can tell, there's been only one other mention of a Bobwhite

in Meadowbrook on the Birdnotes list. Someone reported seeing one a year

ago (August 2006) in almost exactly the same spot near the "peninsula".

I've visited Meadowbrook a LOT over the past 20 years and have heard a

Bobwhite only that one time...so you had a rare treat.

Bernie Sloan

Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com> wrote:


In the absolute heat of the day early this afternoon, I scared

up a Northern Bobwhite on the west side of the "Peninsula" area at

Meadowbrook.  I'm not sure who surprised whom more.


Friday morning, at around 5:40 a.m., my wife and I enjoyed a

full repertoire of "songs" from an Eastern Screech-owl.  It was located

near the west end of the park along a mostly dry McCullough Creek.  


Roger Digges

________________________________


Fussy? Opinionated? Impossible to please? Perfect. Join Yahoo!'s

user panel

<http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=48516/*http:/surveylink.yahoo.com/gmrs/yahoo

_panel_invite.asp?a=7>  and lay it on us.

_______________________________________________


Birdnotes mailing list


Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

________________________________


Park yourself in front of a world of choices in alternative

vehicles.


Visit the Yahoo! Auto Green Center.

<http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=48246/*http:/autos.yahoo.com/green_center/;_

ylc=X3oDMTE5cDF2bXZzBF9TAzk3MTA3MDc2BHNlYwNtYWlsdGFncwRzbGsDZ3JlZW4tY2Vu

dGVy> 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070813/7cd13128/attachment-0001.htm

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 13 11:25:30 2007

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Mon Aug 13 11:25:33 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadoebrook Bobwhites

Message-ID: <20070813112530.AUM26426@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Bobwhite have been seen and heard occasionally over the past years. Most often this is the result of someone raising them and turning them loose. At one time this was a popular school project. I don't know if this is still true. One year there was a bobwhite which followed people around the garden plots. The birds sometimes persist for a year or so, but never really get a population going.

Maybe yhis time is a charm.

Beth

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Thu Aug 16 15:20:31 2007

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Thu Aug 16 15:20:34 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] grassland vs mixed habitat

Message-ID: <20070816152031.AUQ54542@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

People have asked about Blue Grosbeaks. I have found families of Blue Grosbeak in past summers at RIverbend and at Middle Fork so I know they nest in the area. They seem to like sandy soil and a mix of grass and shrubs.

Charlene had expressed concerns about possible expansion of  prairie and removal of shrubs and trees at the Lake of the Woods Conservation area. (now called Buffalo Trace) I share her concerns about some of this prairie restoration business. There just aren't a great variety of true prairie birds.  Old field and pasture with trees and shrubs are also very scarce habitat in our area with their own interesting birds: chats, shrikes, Bell's Vireos, Blue Grosbeaks, and of course the successful eastern bluebirds nests which she monitors so faithfully.

Beth Chato

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug 16 22:15:56 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Aug 16 22:15:58 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawks on the move over UI north campus

Message-ID: <458941.39873.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  So far this year I have only seen a grand total of 2 Common Nighthawks.

  But tonight (at about 5:20PM) I saw 15 Nighthawks flying in a tight group about 100 feet up, just to the southwest of the intersection of University and Goodwin in Urbana. A couple of them were vocalizing, but most were silent. They seemed to be foraging for insects. They were moving in a southerly direction.

  And then at about 6:35 I saw 5-6 more Nighthawks in the same general location, also moving to the south.

  Looks like the Nighthawk migration might be underway.

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Be a better Globetrotter. Get better travel answers from someone who knows.

Yahoo! Answers - Check it out.
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Fri Aug 17 13:04:09 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Fri Aug 17 13:04:12 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, Fri. 8/17

Message-ID: <f5fba4606e542.46c59cc9@insightbb.com>

Just a couple of highlights from this morning's visit:

At the Rabbit Bridge I observed EASTERN PHOEBE parents feeding a young phoebe. It seemed a little late and so I checked last year's records. Saw one being fed on 7/21 at the same place last year. The phoebes are often parasitzed by cowbirds and frequently have 2 broods. So this one is obviously a result of a later 2nd brood. I then read that both parents will feed the fledglings for up to 3 weeks, slowly backing off. So they have a long season. Also during this time the family can range to about a 1/4 mile away from their nest - making where they are born maybe problematic.  But I saw them nest building under the bridge earlier in the season. Interestingly, one of the adults was molting and, whereas the young phoebe looked beautiful, the parent looked ragged - probably tired too and ready to quit as soon as possible :-)

Seeing more RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRDS.  Lori Schwab was cutting back the willow at the south wetland area to free up the Cardinal flowers in bloom there. While talking with her, a hummingbird flew over to one of the Cardinal flowers....a brilliant, brilliant red - beautiful! Also saw other hummingbirds elsewhere.

CHIMNEY SWIFTS, 11 of them, were flying and circling over....more than I've seen lately out there. I was then surprised to see an AMERICAN REDSTART in the peninsula (a female or immature male) until I read in Bohlen that they start migrating in late July and August when only females or immature males are seen.

It was quiet but things are beginning to change.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Fri Aug 17 19:18:49 2007

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Fri Aug 17 19:18:59 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] UI Forestry Warblers Fri. 8/17

Message-ID: <d20.13053c75.33f794e9@aol.com>

:

Went to the UI Forestry over lunch.  Saw  6 species of warblers:  CHESTNUT 

SIDED was the most abundant, followed by BLACK AND WHITE, and AMERICAN REDSTART. 

 Had a couple of BLACKBURNIAN warblers and a PINE WARBLER and BLACK-THROATED 

GREEN. The migration seems to be well underway.  I am always surprised by how 

early it really starts.  There was also a Pewee and a Baltimore oriole present.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

************************************** Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL at 

http://discover.aol.com/memed/aolcom30tour
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Aug 18 13:15:20 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Aug 18 13:15:22 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Northern Bobwhite

Message-ID: <454382.67267.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  I flushed a Northern Bobwhite in Meadowbrook at about 9:30AM yesterday morning (8/17). I do believe that's the first one I've ever seen at Meadowbrook in my years there.

  It was on the prairie trail near the small footbridge that's near the barns.

  That's a couple hundred yards to the west of where Roger Digges spotted one last Sunday.

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Boardwalk for $500? In 2007? Ha! 

Play Monopoly Here and Now (it's updated for today's economy) at Yahoo! Games.
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Aug 18 13:24:47 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Aug 18 13:24:48 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Flycatching Hummingbirds

Message-ID: <136250.18701.qm@web57110.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  I spotted a good number of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds yesterday morning in Meadowbrook, maybe as many as 15. They generally were in the willows and the brush along McCullough Creek, as well as the "peninsula".

  They weren't foraging on flowers for the most part. They appeared to be catching small insects.

  Could they be migrants?

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Be a better Heartthrob. Get better relationship answers from someone who knows.

Yahoo! Answers - Check it out. 
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Aug 18 15:35:27 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Aug 18 15:35:29 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, Fri. 8/17

In-Reply-To: <f5fba4606e542.46c59cc9@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <610102.83201.qm@web57102.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I also saw an adult Phoebe feeding a young Phoebe on Friday. It was maybe 100 feet to the east of the rabbit bridge, along Douglas Creek.

  Like Charlene, I also saw hummingbirds...see my other note from earlier today.

  Bernie Sloan

ckanchor@insightbb.com wrote:

    Just a couple of highlights from this morning's visit:

  At the Rabbit Bridge I observed EASTERN PHOEBE parents feeding a young phoebe. It seemed a little late and so I checked last year's records. Saw one being fed on 7/21 at the same place last year. The phoebes are often parasitzed by cowbirds and frequently have 2 broods. So this one is obviously a result of a later 2nd brood. I then read that both parents will feed the fledglings for up to 3 weeks, slowly backing off. So they have a long season. Also during this time the family can range to about a 1/4 mile away from their nest - making where they are born maybe problematic.  But I saw them nest building under the bridge earlier in the season. Interestingly, one of the adults was molting and, whereas the young phoebe looked beautiful, the parent looked ragged - probably tired too and ready to quit as soon as possible :-)

  Seeing more RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRDS.  Lori Schwab was cutting back the willow at the south wetland area to free up the Cardinal flowers in bloom there. While talking with her, a hummingbird flew over to one of the Cardinal flowers....a brilliant, brilliant red - beautiful! Also saw other hummingbirds elsewhere.

  CHIMNEY SWIFTS, 11 of them, were flying and circling over....more than I've seen lately out there. I was then surprised to see an AMERICAN REDSTART in the peninsula (a female or immature male) until I read in Bohlen that they start migrating in late July and August when only females or immature males are seen.

  It was quiet but things are beginning to change.

  Charlene Anchor

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Need a vacation? Get great deals to amazing places on Yahoo! Travel. 
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Aug 18 20:36:11 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Aug 18 20:36:13 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Tufted Titmice in Purnell Woods at Lake of the Woods

In-Reply-To: <454382.67267.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <454382.67267.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0708182034050.23852@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

While checking my Master Naturalist Trail at Purnell Woods I saw several 

Tufted Titmice in a tree.

Nice day for birding and hiking.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sat Aug 18 20:40:58 2007

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sat Aug 18 20:50:52 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Ruff (?) at Chautauqua

Message-ID: <c08.2021fc7a.33f8f9aa@aol.com>

Went over to the Refuge today to check out the shorebirds.  Did the cross 

dike and then down the trail for most of the way to the south.  From the 

cross-dike I spotted a bird that I am fairly certain was a RUFF.  I have to admit that 

I have never seen a Ruff before and that I am not the greatest on shorebirds. 

 Having gotten that confession out of the way let me tell you why I think the 

bird I saw was a Ruff.

    The bird was preening and was standing next to a Pectoral sandpiper.  It 

was taller than the sandpiper and more robust.  Its legs were orange in color. 

 The breast was plain but was buffy (it was not buffy all over like the 

picture of the juvenile female in National Geographic guide) but more confined to 

the middle of the breast.  The face came across as "plain" but there was a hint 

of a black stripe across or behind the eye. When the bird flew it came 

towards me so I was not able to see if it had the U-shaped band on the rump. I saw 

no other bird today that looked anything like this individual.

    Saw most of the other shorebirds that have been reported but did not see 

Western sandpiper (others saw a few) or Buff-breasted sandpiper.  I did have 

one WHITE-RUMPED.  There were a number of BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER, RED-NECKED 

PHALAROPE, and WILSON'S PHALAROPE.  There was a nice group of STILT SANDPIPER.

    Near the Refuge headquarters I saw a GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER - the only 

warbler of the day after having seen 6 species of warbler in Champaign on Friday. 

 I saw a EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE on the trip over on rt 136 and a LOGGERHEAD 

SHRIKE (about 8 to 10 miles west of San Jose) on the trip back.

    It was a good day to be out, although there was rain at times.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

************************************** Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL at 

http://discover.aol.com/memed/aolcom30tour
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Aug 18 22:40:29 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Aug 18 22:40:31 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Ruff (?) at Chautauqua

In-Reply-To: <c08.2021fc7a.33f8f9aa@aol.com>

References: <c08.2021fc7a.33f8f9aa@aol.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0708182230030.24234@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Thanks to Dave for this post.

I have a very late report...

It reminds me that I may (?) have seen some sort of Shrike South west of 

Alerton Park on a wire near a pasture last Saturday (Aug. 11th).

I saw it at approx. 400 East and 1300 North.

It was sitting horizontally so I don't thing it would have been a Kestrel.

There is also a barbed wire fence and a lot of multifloral rose in the 

area.

Also noticed that the area's frog population is up.

I haven't been able to get back to this area for confirmation.

Hope someone else can check.

This would be a pretty good bird for this area.

Keeping my fingers crossed.

Jim Hoyt :)

On Sat, 18 Aug 2007, Birderdlt@aol.com wrote:

> Went over to the Refuge today to check out the shorebirds.  Did the cross

> dike and then down the trail for most of the way to the south.  From the

> cross-dike I spotted a bird that I am fairly certain was a RUFF.  I have to admit that

> I have never seen a Ruff before and that I am not the greatest on shorebirds.

> Having gotten that confession out of the way let me tell you why I think the

> bird I saw was a Ruff.

>    The bird was preening and was standing next to a Pectoral sandpiper.  It

> was taller than the sandpiper and more robust.  Its legs were orange in color.

> The breast was plain but was buffy (it was not buffy all over like the

> picture of the juvenile female in National Geographic guide) but more confined to

> the middle of the breast.  The face came across as "plain" but there was a hint

> of a black stripe across or behind the eye. When the bird flew it came

> towards me so I was not able to see if it had the U-shaped band on the rump. I saw

> no other bird today that looked anything like this individual.

>    Saw most of the other shorebirds that have been reported but did not see

> Western sandpiper (others saw a few) or Buff-breasted sandpiper.  I did have

> one WHITE-RUMPED.  There were a number of BLACK-BELLIED PLOVER, RED-NECKED

> PHALAROPE, and WILSON'S PHALAROPE.  There was a nice group of STILT SANDPIPER.

>    Near the Refuge headquarters I saw a GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER - the only

> warbler of the day after having seen 6 species of warbler in Champaign on Friday.

> I saw a EURASIAN COLLARED DOVE on the trip over on rt 136 and a LOGGERHEAD

> SHRIKE (about 8 to 10 miles west of San Jose) on the trip back.

>    It was a good day to be out, although there was rain at times.

>

> David Thomas

> Champaign, IL

>

>

>

> ************************************** Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL at

> http://discover.aol.com/memed/aolcom30tour

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sun Aug 19 11:47:24 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sun Aug 19 11:47:27 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Flycatching Hummingbirds

In-Reply-To: <136250.18701.qm@web57110.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <136250.18701.qm@web57110.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <f72093fe6a7ff.46c82dcc@insightbb.com>

Bernie,

Bohlen quotes the average migrating date for Champaign County as early Sept with the latest departure date that he knows of being 1st week in November. Bailey in his book says fall migration can take place from early to mid-August to early November or until after frost.

As an additional comment, I'm quoting from a book I have on hummingbirds, part of the "Wild Bird Guides" series.   "...............it is during the summer-fall migration that the population truly explodes. The ranks are swelled by adults that have completed the breeding and nesting process and are headed south. Conventional wisdom has been that this migration is exclusively a fall affair, but it's likely that many ruby-throats are leaving North America for the tropics as early as mid-July. The rush begins suddenly, from southern Canada to the Gulf coast. While Ruby-throated Hummingbirds spread their primary nesting season over much of April and all of May and June, the individuals that nested first also leave first. The last to depart are the few individuals that nested through July and August and into September........The largest number of ruby-throats ripping through our yards during late summer are immature birds that have only recently hatched and are striking out on their first southward journey." 

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

Date: Saturday, August 18, 2007 13:24

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Flycatching Hummingbirds

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>  

>   I spotted a good number of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 

> yesterday morning in Meadowbrook, maybe as many as 15. They 

> generally were in the willows and the brush along McCullough 

> Creek, as well as the "peninsula".

>    

>   They weren't foraging on flowers for the most part. They 

> appeared to be catching small insects.

>    

>   Could they be migrants?

>    

>   Bernie Sloan

> 

>        

> ---------------------------------

> Be a better Heartthrob. Get better relationship answers from 

> someone who knows.

> Yahoo! Answers - Check it out. 
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sun Aug 19 11:59:28 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sun Aug 19 11:59:30 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] one more comment on hummingbirds

In-Reply-To: <136250.18701.qm@web57110.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <136250.18701.qm@web57110.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <f598fc816b109.46c830a0@insightbb.com>

Found another sentence in the same book that sort of refers to Bernie's question....

"During falll migration, huge numbers of ruby-throats regularly appear at concentrations of jewelweed, bee balm and cardinal flower, and it is no coincidence that these sites are also rich in the tiny insects that are critical to their diet."

Although Bernie's hummingbirds weren't foraging at flowers, apparently insects are very much part of their diet which we don't always think about....or at least, I don't always think about.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

Date: Saturday, August 18, 2007 13:24

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Flycatching Hummingbirds

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>  

>   I spotted a good number of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 

> yesterday morning in Meadowbrook, maybe as many as 15. They 

> generally were in the willows and the brush along McCullough 

> Creek, as well as the "peninsula".

>    

>   They weren't foraging on flowers for the most part. They 

> appeared to be catching small insects.

>    

>   Could they be migrants?

>    

>   Bernie Sloan

> 

>        

> ---------------------------------

> Be a better Heartthrob. Get better relationship answers from 

> someone who knows.

> Yahoo! Answers - Check it out. 

-------------- next part --------------
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Aug 19 12:27:07 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Aug 19 12:27:11 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] 12 warbler species at Crystal Lake

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CB0@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

I had a fairly large and diverse warbler flock at Crystal Lake Park this morning immediately across the water from the boathouse.  At one point, I had 4 Golden-winged Warblers in my view at the same time.  I spent more than 90 minutes sorting through the flock and kept turning up more and more birds.  The warblers seemed confided to the flock, however, as I had only a few warblers elsewhere.  In addition to the warblers, I had 2 Red-eyed Vireos, 1 Warbling Vireo and 2 Philadelphia Vireos.  The full list is below:

1    Blue-winged Warbler       

4    Golden-winged Warbler

1    Tennessee Warbler

5     Chestnut-sided Warblers

2     Magnolia Warblers

1     Cape May Warbler

2     Black-throated Green Warblers

4    Blackburnian Warblers

1    Bay-breasted Warbler

3   Black-n-white Warblers

6   Redstarts

2   Canada Warblers

Greg Lambeth

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 20 07:43:52 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Aug 20 07:43:54 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <d20.13053c75.33f794e9@aol.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688B3@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

A pair of Redstarts were checking out the backyard on Friday.  Hummer(s)

still commonly visible.

It certainly is "Butterfly Time"...Painted Ladys showed up in numbers in

the last 4-5 days.  The front-yard butterfly bush has 4-6 Painted Ladys,

2-23 Monarchs, a Black Swallowtail, several other assorted butterflies

and skippers at any given moment...sometimes the Hummer too.

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

Birderdlt@aol.com

Sent: Friday, August 17, 2007 7:19 PM

To: ckanchor@insightbb.com; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] UI Forestry Warblers Fri. 8/17

:

Went to the UI Forestry over lunch.  Saw  6 species of warblers:

CHESTNUT SIDED was the most abundant, followed by BLACK AND WHITE, and

AMERICAN REDSTART.  Had a couple of BLACKBURNIAN warblers and a PINE

WARBLER and BLACK-THROATED GREEN. The migration seems to be well

underway.  I am always surprised by how early it really starts.  There

was also a Pewee and a Baltimore oriole present.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

________________________________

Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL.com

<http://discover.aol.com/memed/aolcom30tour/?ncid=AOLAOF00020000000982>

.
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 20 07:52:10 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Aug 20 07:52:12 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] one more comment on hummingbirds

In-Reply-To: <f598fc816b109.46c830a0@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688B4@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

One researcher found that about half of their diet is insects...  Bob

Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

ckanchor@insightbb.com

Sent: Sunday, August 19, 2007 11:59 AM

To: B.G. Sloan; Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] one more comment on hummingbirds

Found another sentence in the same book that sort of refers to Bernie's

question....

"During falll migration, huge numbers of ruby-throats regularly appear

at concentrations of jewelweed, bee balm and cardinal flower, and it is

no coincidence that these sites are also rich in the tiny insects that

are critical to their diet."

Although Bernie's hummingbirds weren't foraging at flowers, apparently

insects are very much part of their diet which we don't always think

about....or at least, I don't always think about.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

Date: Saturday, August 18, 2007 13:24

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Flycatching Hummingbirds

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>  

>   I spotted a good number of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 

> yesterday morning in Meadowbrook, maybe as many as 15. They 

> generally were in the willows and the brush along McCullough 

> Creek, as well as the "peninsula".

>    

>   They weren't foraging on flowers for the most part. They 

> appeared to be catching small insects.

>    

>   Could they be migrants?

>    

>   Bernie Sloan

> 

>        

> ---------------------------------

> Be a better Heartthrob. Get better relationship answers from 

> someone who knows.

> Yahoo! Answers - Check it out. 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070820/b2da2eb2/attachment.htm

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 20 07:53:29 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Aug 20 07:53:30 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Flycatching Hummingbirds

In-Reply-To: <f72093fe6a7ff.46c82dcc@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688B5@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Hummers show up in my yard on a regular basis at the end of July...  Bob

Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

ckanchor@insightbb.com

Sent: Sunday, August 19, 2007 11:47 AM

To: B.G. Sloan; Birdnotes

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Flycatching Hummingbirds

Bernie,

Bohlen quotes the average migrating date for Champaign County as early

Sept with the latest departure date that he knows of being 1st week in

November. Bailey in his book says fall migration can take place from

early to mid-August to early November or until after frost.

As an additional comment, I'm quoting from a book I have on

hummingbirds, part of the "Wild Bird Guides" series.

"...............it is during the summer-fall migration that the

population truly explodes. The ranks are swelled by adults that have

completed the breeding and nesting process and are headed south.

Conventional wisdom has been that this migration is exclusively a fall

affair, but it's likely that many ruby-throats are leaving North America

for the tropics as early as mid-July. The rush begins suddenly, from

southern Canada to the Gulf coast. While Ruby-throated Hummingbirds

spread their primary nesting season over much of April and all of May

and June, the individuals that nested first also leave first. The last

to depart are the few individuals that nested through July and August

and into September........The largest number of ruby-throats ripping

through our yards during late summer are immature birds that have only

recently hatched and are striking out on their first southward journey."

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

Date: Saturday, August 18, 2007 13:24

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Flycatching Hummingbirds

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>  

>   I spotted a good number of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 

> yesterday morning in Meadowbrook, maybe as many as 15. They 

> generally were in the willows and the brush along McCullough 

> Creek, as well as the "peninsula".

>    

>   They weren't foraging on flowers for the most part. They 

> appeared to be catching small insects.

>    

>   Could they be migrants?

>    

>   Bernie Sloan

> 

>        

> ---------------------------------

> Be a better Heartthrob. Get better relationship answers from 

> someone who knows.

> Yahoo! Answers - Check it out. 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070820/a37e022b/attachment-0001.htm

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 20 11:00:08 2007

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Mon Aug 20 11:00:24 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] migration

Message-ID: <20070820110008.AUU03839@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

It's definately time to get out those confusing fall warbler pictures. I had what I finally pinned down as a Wilson's Warbler in my yard last Thursday, and a Nashville in Busey on Friday. I also had a Black-billed Cuckoo perched in the open on my telephone line on Thursday and a Least Flycather on Saturday in the yard. Not much unusual at Riverbend on Saturday, but did find a White-eyed Vireo family.

I have three female/immature hummingbirds sharing my feeder. A female has been in the yard all summer, and I wonder if this might be a family. It is hummingbird migration time, so the extra 2 may just be passing through.

Beth Chato

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 20 11:35:14 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Aug 20 11:35:28 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] migration

In-Reply-To: <20070820110008.AUU03839@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688B9@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

My Hummers won't share ANYTHING!  Bob Vaiden :)

--------------------------------------------------------

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of John & Beth

Chato

Sent: Monday, August 20, 2007 11:00 AM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] migration

Birdnoters,

It's definately time to get out those confusing fall warbler pictures. I

had what I finally pinned down as a Wilson's Warbler in my yard last

Thursday, and a Nashville in Busey on Friday. I also had a Black-billed

Cuckoo perched in the open on my telephone line on Thursday and a Least

Flycather on Saturday in the yard. Not much unusual at Riverbend on

Saturday, but did find a White-eyed Vireo family.

I have three female/immature hummingbirds sharing my feeder. A female

has been in the yard all summer, and I wonder if this might be a family.

It is hummingbird migration time, so the extra 2 may just be passing

through.

Beth Chato

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From MARNEE115 at aol.com  Mon Aug 20 12:14:09 2007

From: MARNEE115 at aol.com (MARNEE115@aol.com)

Date: Mon Aug 20 12:14:14 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] hummingbirds

Message-ID: <d29.123cf449.33fb25e1@aol.com>

My hummers won't share anything  either!

I stand outside directly next to the feeders  and the one "sentinel" flies 

off any intruders.  They wizz by my face like  x-wing fighters and sound like 

giant bumblebees.  I have been able to get  really close to them, unlike the 

early part of the summer where they flew away  the minute I approached and have 

taken some close pictures of them.  

The best count I can get from the difference in  appearance is, 3 different 

males, 2 different females and one or two  juvees.  I think the one will be a 

male because the throat is striped  darkish colors.  

I tried to hold the feeder to get them to eat  from my hand but I think I am 

breathing too heavy and get too shaky when I hear  that bumblebeeish sound.

As far as any warblers, I am on the look-out  for them.  

Marcia Schlueter

************************************** Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL at 

http://discover.aol.com/memed/aolcom30tour

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070820/74541a59/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Mon Aug 20 16:32:39 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Mon Aug 20 16:32:43 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mahomet - Blue Grosbeak 8/20

Message-ID: <f425a4416b655.46c9c227@insightbb.com>

While checking the remaining active nest boxes at the Conservation Area this morning, I didn't expect to run across another BLUE GROSBEAK. This time it was on the west side, not the east. There is a wide grassy path off the Crowley Rd. parking lot which ends in a grove of trees. Before reaching the grove there is a scraggly hedgerow on the south and it was singing there in a tree top. Sang for about 5 minutes and flew to a nearby tree top a little south and continued singing.

I know they are migrating now and this one is probably a migrant, or maybe the same one I saw on the east side. At the same time I'm just becoming aware of their presence. They sound "finchy" to me and I keep wondering if I may have overlooked them in the summer due to lack of attention or something. 

HOUSE WRENS keep popping out eggs and fledglings. Have a newly completed nest with 6 eggs. Bohlen lists the available Illinois egg dates from May 11 to August 7. Why can't they figure out that it is time to stop!

I got rained out and couldn't do any birding.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070820/8e3ecb0a/attachment.htm

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Mon Aug 20 19:42:27 2007

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Mon Aug 20 19:42:39 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] 12 warbler species at Crystal Lake

Message-ID: <cdf.172ce969.33fb8ef3@aol.com>

Greg, interesting list of early migrants.  In the UI Forestry I had no 

Tennessee Warblers on Friday but on Sunday afternoon in a brief visit it was the 

most abundant warbler.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

In a message dated 8/19/2007 12:27:29 PM Central Daylight Time, 

lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu writes:

I had a fairly large and diverse warbler flock at Crystal Lake Park this 

morning immediately across the water from the boathouse.  At one point, I had 4 

Golden-winged Warblers in my view at the same time.  I spent more than 90 

minutes sorting through the flock and kept turning up more and more birds.  The 

warblers seemed confided to the flock, however, as I had only a few warblers 

elsewhere.  In addition to the warblers, I had 2 Red-eyed Vireos, 1 Warbling Vireo 

and 2 Philadelphia Vireos.  The full list is below:

1    Blue-winged Warbler       

4    Golden-winged Warbler

1    Tennessee Warbler

5     Chestnut-sided Warblers

2     Magnolia Warblers

1     Cape May Warbler

2     Black-throated Green Warblers

4    Blackburnian Warblers

1    Bay-breasted Warbler

3   Black-n-white Warblers

6   Redstarts

2   Canada Warblers

Greg Lambeth

_______________________________________________

************************************** Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL at 

http://discover.aol.com/memed/aolcom30tour

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070820/7eea3abd/attachment.htm

From gentner at uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 20 21:03:02 2007

From: gentner at uiuc.edu (gentner@uiuc.edu)

Date: Mon Aug 20 21:03:04 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] one more comment on hummingbirds

Message-ID: <20070820210302.AUU66241@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

I just came back from visiting my Uncle in California (an hour north of SanDiego) who has 10 acres of organic avocados, and he uses hummingbirds as his "insecticide"!  It was truly a sight to see with as many as 30-40 hummers all "juicin up" on sugar water at his feeders---he says they get energized on the sugar first, and then go to work eating the bugs on the avocados. I believe they were mostly Anna's hummingbirds, and  occasionally one or two of a  more aggresive type that looked and flew like an Allen's. 

Darcy Gentner

Urbana,IL 

---- Original message ----

>Date: Mon, 20 Aug 2007 07:52:10 -0500

>From: "Vaiden, Robert" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu>  

>Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] one more comment on hummingbirds  

>To: <ckanchor@insightbb.com>, "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>, "Birdnotes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

>

>   Link: File-List

>   Link: Edit-Time-Data

>

>   One researcher found that about half of their diet

>   is insects...  Bob Vaiden

>

>    

>

>   ----------------------------------------------------

>

>   From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

>   [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On

>   Behalf Of ckanchor@insightbb.com

>   Sent: Sunday, August 19, 2007 11:59 AM

>   To: B.G. Sloan; Birdnotes

>   Subject: [Birdnotes] one more comment on

>   hummingbirds

>

>    

>

>   Found another sentence in the same book that sort of

>   refers to Bernie's question....

>

>    

>

>   "During falll migration, huge numbers of

>   ruby-throats regularly appear at concentrations of

>   jewelweed, bee balm and cardinal flower, and it is

>   no coincidence that these sites are also rich in the

>   tiny insects that are critical to their diet."

>

>   Although Bernie's hummingbirds weren't

>   foraging at flowers, apparently insects are very

>   much part of their diet which we don't always think

>   about....or at least, I don't always think about.

>

>    

>

>   Charlene Anchor

>

>   ----- Original Message -----

>   From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

>   Date: Saturday, August 18, 2007 13:24

>   Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Flycatching

>   Hummingbirds

>   To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

>   >  

>   >   I spotted a good number of Ruby-throated

>   Hummingbirds

>   > yesterday morning in Meadowbrook, maybe as many as

>   15. They

>   > generally were in the willows and the brush along

>   McCullough

>   > Creek, as well as the "peninsula".

>   >   

>   >   They weren't foraging on flowers for the most

>   part. They

>   > appeared to be catching small insects.

>   >   

>   >   Could they be migrants?

>   >   

>   >   Bernie Sloan

>   >

>   >       

>   > ---------------------------------

>   > Be a better Heartthrob. Get better relationship

>   answers from

>   > someone who knows.

>   > Yahoo! Answers - Check it out.

>________________

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

You must BE the change you want to see 

in the world.

                  Mahatma Ghandhi

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

From jjokela59 at hotmail.com  Tue Aug 21 10:49:25 2007

From: jjokela59 at hotmail.com (Janet Jokela)

Date: Tue Aug 21 10:49:32 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawks

Message-ID: <BAY111-F35A5AB3A9A874BA4F1FE99AFD40@phx.gbl>

Greetings--

About 6:30 PM last night, twelve Common Nighthawks were flying SW over the 

intersection of Springfield & Goodwin on campus.

Good birding,

Janet Jokela

Champaign

_________________________________________________________________

A new home for Mom, no cleanup required. All starts here. 

http://www.reallivemoms.com?ocid=TXT_TAGHM&loc=us

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Wed Aug 22 21:10:15 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Wed Aug 22 21:10:20 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] one-eyed hawk

Message-ID: <f43ef80274e01.46cca637@insightbb.com>

I stopped at the Crystal Lake parking lot off of Park St. yesterday before going to an appointment. I just drove in, did a quick check and started to leave. Pulling out, to my amazement, I saw a large immature RED-TAILED HAWK on the ground next to a tree and picnic table. I slowly pulled the car up and it stayed. It was sort of rocking back and forth and scratching at the ground. I was puzzled and wondered if it had some problem since it wasn't alarmed at my presence. I could only see one eye but when it turned its head a little, I didn't think its other eye looked normal. Then I was concerned thinking it wasn't able to fly right. It then hopped onto the picnic table and stayed there for awhile. Finally if flew very low and landed on a bare, dead limb of one of the oaks. I waited and it stayed and I decided I needed to go. After leaving I decided I needed to go back .....wanted to check the eye. Then it was back on the ground. It seem to be picking at something and was scratching at the gound with it's beak. I couldn't figure out what it was doing. Finally it flew up onto another bare limb. I walked over to where it was on the ground...nothing there except its beak marks in the dirt and small bits of a rotten limb. Was it looking for beetles?  Don't know if they eat beetles. Then slowly walked to its left side and there was no eye. It was flat with either a film or skin over it. So, what does the world look like to this hawk? How does it judge its distances and landings and find food? It looked in good condition. The old oak trees there have bare limbs as well as limbs that have areas where there aren't many leaves. Maybe that is helpful in its landing - less to negotiate. Maybe it can catch young squirrels. Maybe it is not totally blind in that eye yet, or maybe it is.  Anyway, apparently it has adapted. But it may be worth watching for it in case it eventually runs into a problem. 

Charlene Anchor 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070822/703e0a1c/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Aug 23 03:18:21 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Aug 23 03:18:25 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] one-eyed hawk (no sightings)

In-Reply-To: <f43ef80274e01.46cca637@insightbb.com>

References: <f43ef80274e01.46cca637@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0708230301500.23133@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Sorry for any cross postings...

Charlene, other birders, and naturalists,

Thanks for this post.

I think it is past time for Champaign-Urbana  (and the East Central 

Illinoisarea) to have a serious and coordinated Raptor Rehab program.

We have a Rehab in Decatur and one at the University of Illinois (Small 

Animal Clinic).

But we don't have a coordinated group for delivering sick and hurt birds 

such as this Red Tailed Hawk to these rehab sites.

There is much to be learned from these birds even if they do not survive.

Injured and sick birds can also have a useful life in educational exibits.

We need someone to coordinate this endeavore who would be knowledgable 

enough and have the peopls skills to do this.

Thank you for your time.

Jim Hoyt :)

On Wed, 22 Aug 2007, ckanchor@insightbb.com wrote:

> I stopped at the Crystal Lake parking lot off of Park St. yesterday before going to an appointment. I just drove in, did a quick check and started to leave. Pulling out, to my amazement, I saw a large immature RED-TAILED HAWK on the ground next to a tree and picnic table. I slowly pulled the car up and it stayed. It was sort of rocking back and forth and scratching at the ground. I was puzzled and wondered if it had some problem since it wasn't alarmed at my presence. I could only see one eye but when it turned its head a little, I didn't think its other eye looked normal. Then I was concerned thinking it wasn't able to fly right. It then hopped onto the picnic table and stayed there for awhile. Finally if flew very low and landed on a bare, dead limb of one of the oaks. I waited and it stayed and I decided I needed to go. After leaving I decided I needed to go back .....wanted to check the eye. Then it was back on the ground. It seem to be picking at something and was scratching at the gound with it's beak.. I couldn't figure out what it was doing. Finally it flew up onto another bare limb. I walked over to where it was on the ground...nothing there except its beak marks in the dirt and small bits of a rotten limb. Was it looking for beetles?  Don't know if they eat beetles. Then slowly walked to its left side and there was no eye. It was flat with either a film or skin over it. So, what does the world look like to this hawk? How does it judge its distances and landings and find food? It looked in good condition. The old oak trees there have bare limbs as well as limbs that have areas where there aren't many leaves. Maybe that is helpful in its landing - less to negotiate. Maybe it can catch young squirrels. Maybe it is not totally blind in that eye yet, or maybe it is.  Anyway, apparently it has adapted. But it may be worth watching for it in case it eventually runs into a problem.

> Charlene Anchor

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From betuana at hotmail.com  Thu Aug 23 11:19:00 2007

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Thu Aug 23 11:19:05 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] one-eyed hawk (no sightings)

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0708230301500.23133@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <BAY139-F3955DB27E8A60A70480B99A7D60@phx.gbl>

>I think it is past time for Champaign-Urbana  (and the East Central 

>Illinoisarea) to have a serious and coordinated Raptor Rehab program.

Agreed - a raptor rehab program would be of great benefit to the animals, as 

well as the people involved and the community in general.

>We need someone to coordinate this endeavore who would be knowledgable 

>enough and have the peopls skills to do this.

I don't have the organizational skills to put such a group together, but I 

would be more than happy to help out if such a group is formed. I have had 

some handling experience with healthy birds of prey, as well as rehabbed 

ones and a small bit of experience handling a sickly red-tail undergoing 

rehab. I'd probably need to learn more about how to properly retrieve the 

animals needing to be brought in, but I would be more than willing to learn 

this and be available to assist these animals.

If someone with more organizational and people skills than me is interested 

in how such a group should be formed or how they should work, I can 

recommend contacting George and Bernie Richter who run a raptor rehab and 

educational group - Save Our American Raptors (SOAR), www.soar-inc.org. They 

are in northern Illinois, south of Rockford. They do seminars yearly on 

raptor handling (for handlers, falconers, rehab, or even just the curious). 

They are great people, very friendly, and I'm sure they'd be happy to offer 

advice and tips. I've taken their seminars a couple times now - there is 

alot of great information. Even if the goals of the group is simply a 

coordinated effort to help get the animals to an already established rehab 

center - they can probably offer advice as how to best approach this goal.

Also sorry for any cross-posts, but this sort of thing runs right along with 

many of the things I want to do with my life and why I'm going to school 

(with Raptor handling and rehab being something high on my list) - so I had 

to respond!

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________

Booking a flight? Know when to buy with airfare predictions on MSN Travel. 

http://travel.msn.com/Articles/aboutfarecast.aspx&ocid=T001MSN25A07001

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Thu Aug 23 11:52:30 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Thu Aug 23 11:52:37 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] one-eyed hawk (no sightings)

In-Reply-To: <BAY139-F3955DB27E8A60A70480B99A7D60@phx.gbl>

References: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0708230301500.23133@bluestem.prairienet.org>


<BAY139-F3955DB27E8A60A70480B99A7D60@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <f6599e2471869.46cd74fe@insightbb.com>

Beth, Jim and others,

While watching the one-eyed Red-tail I wondered, if it needed help, what I would do? I deceided it was in too good of condition for me to do be able to do anything.  If it were injured or in a weakened condition from starving, I would think calling the U of I Wildlife Clinic would be a good option. They are nearby and have the skills. With the expertise of the U of I Wildlife Clinic as well as the Illinois Raptor Center not far away in Decatur, I'm not sure how much another local raptor rehab organization is needed. I'm not dismissing the idea....I just don't know. 

The U of I sends raptors to the Illinois Raptor Center for rehab since they do an excellent job and have been in the business of doing it for years. And, they are always very much in need of volunteer help with their raptors (they have now started taking in eagles). I'm sure they would appreciate help from anyone who is sincerely interested and especially who has previous training in handling birds. And it doesn't take that long to get to Decatur.  They will be in Urbana in February to give one of their educational programs with live birds. In 2006 they conducted 126 educational programs across Illinois, conducted 22 programs on-site and started their summer Raptor Camp for kids and adults. Obviously they could use all the help they can get.

In the meantime I'm forwarding to IRC my Birdnotes post about the hawk to see what they may have to say about it and what advice they may be able to offer.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Beth Kennedy <betuana@hotmail.com>

Date: Thursday, August 23, 2007 11:19

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] one-eyed hawk (no sightings)

To: jwhoyt@prairienet.org, masternaturalist@lists.prairienet.org

Cc: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org, ecostewards@prairienet.org

> >I think it is past time for Champaign-Urbana  (and the 

> East Central 

> >Illinoisarea) to have a serious and coordinated Raptor Rehab program.

> 

> Agreed - a raptor rehab program would be of great benefit to the 

> animals, as 

> well as the people involved and the community in general.

> 

> >We need someone to coordinate this endeavore who would be 

> knowledgable 

> >enough and have the peopls skills to do this.

> 

> I don't have the organizational skills to put such a group 

> together, but I 

> would be more than happy to help out if such a group is formed. 

> I have had 

> some handling experience with healthy birds of prey, as well as 

> rehabbed 

> ones and a small bit of experience handling a sickly red-tail 

> undergoing 

> rehab. I'd probably need to learn more about how to properly 

> retrieve the 

> animals needing to be brought in, but I would be more than 

> willing to learn 

> this and be available to assist these animals.

> 

> If someone with more organizational and people skills than me is 

> interested 

> in how such a group should be formed or how they should work, I 

> can 

> recommend contacting George and Bernie Richter who run a raptor 

> rehab and 

> educational group - Save Our American Raptors (SOAR), www.soar-

> inc.org. They 

> are in northern Illinois, south of Rockford. They do seminars 

> yearly on 

> raptor handling (for handlers, falconers, rehab, or even just 

> the curious). 

> They are great people, very friendly, and I'm sure they'd be 

> happy to offer 

> advice and tips. I've taken their seminars a couple times now - 

> there is 

> alot of great information. Even if the goals of the group is 

> simply a 

> coordinated effort to help get the animals to an already 

> established rehab 

> center - they can probably offer advice as how to best approach 

> this goal.

> 

> Also sorry for any cross-posts, but this sort of thing runs 

> right along with 

> many of the things I want to do with my life and why I'm going 

> to school 

> (with Raptor handling and rehab being something high on my list) 

> - so I had 

> to respond!

> 

> -Beth Kennedy

> betuana@hotmail.com

> 

> _________________________________________________________________

> Booking a flight? Know when to buy with airfare predictions on 

> MSN Travel. 

> http://travel.msn.com/Articles/aboutfarecast.aspx&ocid=T001MSN25A07001

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-------------- next part --------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug 23 11:54:29 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Aug 23 11:54:32 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Flycatching Hummingbirds

In-Reply-To: <f72093fe6a7ff.46c82dcc@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <9157.703.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Regarding the hummingbirds that I saw foraging for insects, I found this apt quote in a birdwatching column in an out-of-state newspaper:

"...hummers need nectar to power the bug-eating machines that they are".

  Bernie Sloan

    ----- Original Message -----

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

Date: Saturday, August 18, 2007 13:24

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 8/17 - Flycatching Hummingbirds

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>  

>   I spotted a good number of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds 

> yesterday morning in Meadowbrook, maybe as many as 15. They 

> generally were in the willows and the brush along McCullough 

> Creek, as well as the "peninsula".

>    

>   They weren't foraging on flowers for the most part. They 

> appeared to be catching small insects.

>    

>   Could they be migrants?

>    

>   Bernie Sloan

> 

>        

> ---------------------------------

> Be a better Heartthrob. Get better relationship answers from 

> someone who knows.

> Yahoo! Answers - Check it out. 

---------------------------------

Need a vacation? Get great deals to amazing places on Yahoo! Travel. 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Thu Aug 23 11:59:04 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Thu Aug 23 11:59:07 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] one-eyed hawk (no sightings)

In-Reply-To: <BAY139-F3955DB27E8A60A70480B99A7D60@phx.gbl>

References: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0708230301500.23133@bluestem.prairienet.org>


<BAY139-F3955DB27E8A60A70480B99A7D60@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <f497d95f7754f.46cd7688@insightbb.com>

Beth and others,

a P.S.......Thank you Beth for offering your help as well as your ideas.  I should pass on IRC's website in case yourself or others are interested in checking them out

www.illinoisraptorcenter.org

Maybe organizing a group of people for transporting raptors is needed and a good idea.  I'm not sure how quickly the U of I or the Illinois Raptor Center is able to respond to emergencies.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Beth Kennedy <betuana@hotmail.com>

Date: Thursday, August 23, 2007 11:19

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] one-eyed hawk (no sightings)

To: jwhoyt@prairienet.org, masternaturalist@lists.prairienet.org

Cc: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org, ecostewards@prairienet.org

> >I think it is past time for Champaign-Urbana  (and the 

> East Central 

> >Illinoisarea) to have a serious and coordinated Raptor Rehab program.

> 

> Agreed - a raptor rehab program would be of great benefit to the 

> animals, as 

> well as the people involved and the community in general.

> 

> >We need someone to coordinate this endeavore who would be 

> knowledgable 

> >enough and have the peopls skills to do this.

> 

> I don't have the organizational skills to put such a group 

> together, but I 

> would be more than happy to help out if such a group is formed. 

> I have had 

> some handling experience with healthy birds of prey, as well as 

> rehabbed 

> ones and a small bit of experience handling a sickly red-tail 

> undergoing 

> rehab. I'd probably need to learn more about how to properly 

> retrieve the 

> animals needing to be brought in, but I would be more than 

> willing to learn 

> this and be available to assist these animals.

> 

> If someone with more organizational and people skills than me is 

> interested 

> in how such a group should be formed or how they should work, I 

> can 

> recommend contacting George and Bernie Richter who run a raptor 

> rehab and 

> educational group - Save Our American Raptors (SOAR), www.soar-

> inc.org. They 

> are in northern Illinois, south of Rockford. They do seminars 

> yearly on 

> raptor handling (for handlers, falconers, rehab, or even just 

> the curious). 

> They are great people, very friendly, and I'm sure they'd be 

> happy to offer 

> advice and tips. I've taken their seminars a couple times now - 

> there is 

> alot of great information. Even if the goals of the group is 

> simply a 

> coordinated effort to help get the animals to an already 

> established rehab 

> center - they can probably offer advice as how to best approach 

> this goal.

> 

> Also sorry for any cross-posts, but this sort of thing runs 

> right along with 

> many of the things I want to do with my life and why I'm going 

> to school 

> (with Raptor handling and rehab being something high on my list) 

> - so I had 

> to respond!

> 

> -Beth Kennedy

> betuana@hotmail.com

> 

> _________________________________________________________________

> Booking a flight? Know when to buy with airfare predictions on 

> MSN Travel. 

> http://travel.msn.com/Articles/aboutfarecast.aspx&ocid=T001MSN25A07001

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Thu Aug 23 15:44:44 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Thu Aug 23 15:44:47 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbird bkyd FOY

Message-ID: <30ec30250708231344m56f727bbjbc8d3222df0b0be7@mail.gmail.com>

Just saw a hummingbird (female?) at the feeder by our back window.  First

one spotted there this year.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Thu Aug 23 16:02:56 2007

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Thu Aug 23 16:02:59 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard bird drama

Message-ID: <20070823160256.AUY48516@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

A day or so ago, I looked out and saw a very young House Finch on the brick patio below my niger feeder. As he apparently couldn't fly, I decided to give him a helping hand, catch him and put him up off the ground in a bush. My attempt to catch him only succeeded in his scuttling off under the low growing juniper bush. I gave up and went indoors. However, something in the process aroused the concern of every other bird in the yard. Loud chattering brought me back to the window where I watched as my family of House Wrens and one of Carolina Wrens gathered around. Next came a Redstart, and an Ovenbird, neither of which I had seen in the yard this fall. 8 young and adult House Finches lined up on the telephone line, along with a handful of House Sparrows. My visiting hummingbird came to perch and check out the commotion along with the resident goldfinchs, a cardinal or two, and a catbird. I think that's the crew. I wish I had noticed what distress call the baby made while being!

  p!

ursued by giant me. It would make a great bird attracter.

Today I had a Black & White Warber sunbathing on my pine bark mulch.

Beth Chato

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Thu Aug 23 18:57:30 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Thu Aug 23 18:57:33 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] No sightings - Info from IRC on injured hawks

Message-ID: <f63fc921762d6.46cdd89a@insightbb.com>

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070823/2c405ddc/attachment.htm
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An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: Director's Desk at the IRC <illinoisraptorcenter@insightbb.com>

Subject: Re: Fwd: one-eyed hawk
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Fri Aug 24 13:04:34 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Aug 24 13:04:35 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Purple finch

Message-ID: <30ec30250708241104g56f51339tfd6e871e258ecf71@mail.gmail.com>

A couple times today -- initially around 11:00 -- I've seen at our feeders a

bird that, for the first time, I am strongly inclined to ID as a PURPLE

FINCH, rather than a house finch.  It's a male, with more (and substantially

brighter) red than I typically see on male house finches.  The cap is more

uniformly red, rather than fading to brownish or greyish, and the red

extends strongly down the middle of the back.  The sides also have more red.

I'd long been wondering if I'd ever see one . . . .

We're also continuing to see many individuals that are clearly HOUSE

FINCHES, both male and female.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Aug 25 16:51:07 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Aug 25 16:51:14 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mockingbirds at Rantoul

References: <f63fc921762d6.46cdd89a@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CC3@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

I stopped by Crystal Lake Park early this morning and it was very quiet.  I had a few Chestnut-sideds and 2 Blackburnians, but not much else in the way of warblers.  I couldn't relocate the large flock I've had recently (which had at least 6 Golden-wingeds on Tuesday).  I did see the injured Red-tailed Hawk and took some photos.  My hunch is the bird is physically capable of flying, but won't because it's vision is off due to the eye injury.  

I decided to make a quick run up to Rantoul to check on the shorebird habitat next to Heritage Lake and look for the resident Mockingbirds.  I mostly struck out on shorebirds (I can't figure out why this area doesn't have more birds than it does).  There were a few Semipalmated Sandpipers, 3 Lesser Yellowlegs and about 50 Blue-winged Teal. 

I also had a pair of Mockingbirds feeding a juvenile about a quarter mile East of Heritage Lake.  I've long suspected a breeding colony here, but haven't confirmed it until now.  It was raining steadily so I didn't look too hard for other pairs, but in the past I've had as many as 6 adults in this area.

Greg Lambeth 

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Aug 25 19:53:13 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Aug 25 20:00:07 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Injured raptors

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20070825194745.020753a0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I can understand the enthusiasm for the idea of a local raptor rehab center 

but do you people have any idea how much work would be involved?  It's 24/7 

with no vacation time when their lives are in your hands.

BTW,  the wildlife medical center, AKA "wildlife ward" at the U of I 

college of vet. med. will treat sick & injured wildlife but they will NOT 

pick them up.  You have to get the hurt critter to them yourself.



--Helen Parker

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sat Aug 25 21:13:39 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sat Aug 25 21:13:42 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rescuing injured birds

Message-ID: <f69591d6749a3.46d09b83@insightbb.com>

Maybe anyone interested in helping to transport or rescue injured birds could leave their names with the Wildlife Clinic. If someone called into the clinic needing help, the clinic could refer the potential helper's number to the person in need. There may be other ways but that's the only way I can think of.  If there were more than one person interested in doing this, the "on-call" hours could be split up. 

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Helen Parker <h-parker@uiuc.edu>

Date: Saturday, August 25, 2007 20:00

Subject: [Birdnotes] Injured raptors

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

> I can understand the enthusiasm for the idea of a local raptor 

> rehab center 

> but do you people have any idea how much work would be 

> involved?  It's 24/7 

> with no vacation time when their lives are in your hands.

> BTW,  the wildlife medical center, AKA "wildlife ward" at 

> the U of I 

> college of vet. med. will treat sick & injured wildlife but they 

> will NOT 

> pick them up.  You have to get the hurt critter to them yourself.

>          --Helen Parker

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-------------- next part --------------
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sat Aug 25 21:15:26 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sat Aug 25 21:15:28 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fwd: Rescuing injured birds

Message-ID: <f3f0fe3474efb.46d09bee@insightbb.com>

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070825/142ea722/attachment.htm

-------------- next part --------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: ckanchor@insightbb.com

Subject: Rescuing injured birds

Date: Sat, 25 Aug 2007 21:13:39 -0500

Size: 4257

Url: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070825/142ea722/attachment.eml

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Aug 25 22:44:16 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Aug 25 22:44:18 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 25 August

Message-ID: <30ec30250708252044y49175833n7877b64a2640ee13@mail.gmail.com>

We had an entertaining view of one hummingbird chasing another away from the

back feeder.  They vanished into the distance very fast.  We've hung the

other feeder around a corner of the house, hoping that makes it a little

harder for one bird to enforce a monopoly over both sites.

One hummingbird observed yesterday at the feeder was clearly a juvenile male

-- just a ruby collar, not a throat.  The pigmentation was limited to a

strip at the base of the neck running from the side almost to the front.

Many of our cardinals are looking pretty threadbare.  One female has lost

just about all feathers on her head and neck.  She seems otherwise healthy,

but looks like a small vulture above the shoulders.  In contrast is a

juvenile (black bill, plumage starting to show red) that we see tagging

along behind Dad (presumably), begging food frequently.  Junior looks

discernibly fatter than the adult -- an attestation of good parenting

skills, it would seem.

Another indication of juveniles learning the ropes is the increase in

unsteady flying and perching around the feeders and bath.  As noted in

previous years, smooth co?rdination obviously takes practice.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Aug 26 14:23:38 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Aug 26 14:23:42 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park & Busey Woods

References: <30ec30250708252044y49175833n7877b64a2640ee13@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CC5@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

There was an influx of new birds today with the passage of cold front yesterday.  I had a total of 13 warbler species, 2 Thrushes and 3 Vireos.  There were definitely more Tennessee and Bay-breasted Warblers around today.  Almost all of the warblers were in Crystal Lake Park and the best area continues to be the near the Boat House.

Black-n-White   4

Nashville           2

Tennessee         7

Chestnut-sided     9

Bay-breasted          5

Blackburnian         2

Magnolia              2

Wilson's               1

Canada               1

Redstart              7

Northern Waterthrush     1

Ovenbird              6

Golden-winged       2

I had 3 Swainson's Thrushes and 2 Veery.  I forgot to mentionI had a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher last Tuesday at Crystal Lake Park.  There was also a Turkey Vulture sitting on top of the telephone polls at Busey Woods.  I can't remember seeing that before.

Greg Lambeth

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sun Aug 26 15:32:02 2007

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sun Aug 26 15:32:08 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] UI Forestry/Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <bf9.1f3568cf.34033d42@aol.com>

I birded for a few hour yesterday morning and did a quick walk through the 

forest this afternoon.  Didn't have the variety of warblers that Greg is seeing 

at Crystal Lake Park but did have TENN, CHESTNUT-SIDED, BLACK-THROATED GREEN, 

BLACKBURNIAN, PINE, BLACK AND WHITE, and AMERICAN REDSTART.  Today I had a 

GOLDEN-WINGED WARBLER at home, and a BLACK-THROATED BLUE male in the UI forestry. 

 Yesterday I had a juvenile BLACK-BILLED CUCKOO in the Forestry - didn't 

recognize which species it was at first because it had no barring on the tail.  

Had a RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH at home this morning and heard at least one in the 

forestry today, so they must have come in last night.  I too had vireos today 

that I didn't have yesterday.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

************************************** Get a sneak peek of the all-new AOL at 

http://discover.aol.com/memed/aolcom30tour
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Aug 26 19:48:30 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Aug 26 19:48:49 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] No sightings - FWS Ivory-bill plan document

Message-ID: <30ec30250708261748r3a1bf77al696c13ab310954da@mail.gmail.com>

http://www.fws.gov/southeast/news/2007/r07-088.html

http://www.fws.gov/ivorybill/IBWDraftRecoveryPlan.pdf

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/08/26/us/26woodpecker.html

The Fish and Wildlife Service has published a draft recovery plan for the

Ivory-billed Woodpecker, and will accept public comment on it until 22 Oct.

2007.  The FWS announcement states that:

"the recovery strategy will initially focus on learning more about the

species' status and ecology, including documenting known locations and

characterizing those habitats. Population goals are not identified though

such goals are key to recovery. Current efforts include development of

models and additional research that will generate these spatially explicit

population goals."

Luminaries involved in drafting the plan include Jerome Jackson and Martjan

Lammertink.  The document is rich in details about history, habitat, and

ecology, and includes some interesting analysis.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Sun Aug 26 21:28:35 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Sun Aug 26 21:28:37 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park & Busey Woods

References: <30ec30250708252044y49175833n7877b64a2640ee13@mail.gmail.com>


<422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CC5@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9070310BE7B@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Great day in the back yard, too...  Many Warblers...just couldn't identify them all!  Black-Throated Green, Magnolia, Bay Breasted, Redstarts, Blackburnian, ...

Red Eyed Vireos....several...  Probably another Vireo species too...

4 Cormorants flew over (THAT'S a yard "first"!).

Flock of Goldfinches all day long, 3 or 4 Hummers flying within a couple feet of our faces..Hummers were there all day., 

Swifts, Cedar Waxwing flock, Red Tail Hawk, Catbird,  and the usual gang.

Butterflies include Black, Tiger, and GIANT Swallowtails, Red Spotted Purples, Monarchs, Sulphurs, Pearl Crescents, Painted Ladys, etc...

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Lambeth, Gregory S

Sent: Sun 8/26/2007 2:23 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park & Busey Woods

There was an influx of new birds today with the passage of cold front yesterday.  I had a total of 13 warbler species, 2 Thrushes and 3 Vireos.  There were definitely more Tennessee and Bay-breasted Warblers around today.  Almost all of the warblers were in Crystal Lake Park and the best area continues to be the near the Boat House.

Black-n-White   4

Nashville           2

Tennessee         7

Chestnut-sided     9

Bay-breasted          5

Blackburnian         2

Magnolia              2

Wilson's               1

Canada               1

Redstart              7

Northern Waterthrush     1

Ovenbird              6

Golden-winged       2

I had 3 Swainson's Thrushes and 2 Veery.  I forgot to mentionI had a Yellow-bellied Flycatcher last Tuesday at Crystal Lake Park.  There was also a Turkey Vulture sitting on top of the telephone polls at Busey Woods.  I can't remember seeing that before.

Greg Lambeth

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From ndalrymple at unity.k12.il.us  Mon Aug 27 06:41:38 2007

From: ndalrymple at unity.k12.il.us (Nick Dalrymple)

Date: Mon Aug 27 06:38:36 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] No sightings St. Joseph Wetlands

Message-ID: <WorldClient-F200708270641.AA41380039@unity.k12.il.us>

1. I have just joined this list. I understand that someone is tracking the 

birds at the St. Joseph Wetlands. Is there an easy way to find this list?

2. The wetlands are in the early stages of development. There have been some 

wetland plantings and some digging to make pools. There is a gate to control 

water level but the plan is not to have standing water at all times. Run off 

water from St. Joseph will be piped onto the wetlands. We plan to build 

observation stations on the platform and provide parking. 

The dirt is coming from the St. Joseph High School building project. The 

highway department requires an area large enougn for school bus turn around.

We are always in need of ideas, labor and $$$. Next month we will put up 

purple martin, blue bird, wood duck an bat houses.

I hope I've got this all right. Don't quote me!

Sincerely,

Nick Dalrymple

-------------- next part --------------
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Aug 27 19:47:41 2007

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Aug 27 19:47:46 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake--sightings and more

Message-ID: <680589.83786.qm@web60124.mail.yahoo.com>

Not a lot happening bird-wise at Clinton today--even the shorebird action on the mudflats at the northeast end of the lake was somewhat disappointing.   But it was nice to get back out, even though it was for a fairly short time.

There was, however, a lot happening construction-wise at site N2, at the northeast end of the lake.  If you're interested, read on past the species list.

40 species

Canada Goose

Mallard

Ring-necked Pheasant (at Mascoutin)

Double-crested Cormorant (concentrated in cove northeast of Rt. 48 bridge)

Great Blue Heron

Great Egret

Turkey Vulture

Red-tailed Hawk (several juvenal birds)

American Kestrel (several juvenal birds)

Killdeer (hundreds in mudflats at northeast end)

Lesser Yellowlegs (about a dozen in water near mudflats)

Least Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper

Ring-billed Gull

Mourning Dove

Eastern Wood-Pewee

Eastern Phoebe

Great Crested Flycatcher

Eastern Kingbird

Blue Jay

American Crow

Horned Lark

No. Rough-winged Swallow

Barn Swallow

Black-capped Chickadee

White-breasted Nuthatch

Carolina Wren

American Robin

Gray Catbird

European Starling

Blue-winged Warbler

Common Yellowthroat

Eastern Towhee

Chipping Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Northern Cardinal

Indigo Bunting

American Goldfinch

House Sparrow

Admittedly I've been away for several months, but there is heavy earth-moving equipment at the N2 access (the old radio tower access) scraping roadways, erecting berms, apparently putting in some drainage pipes, and constructing turnarounds, in general tearing up areas where I've reliably found LeConte's sparrows, sedge and marsh wrens, and heard various rails including once a yellow.  Does anybody know what the heck--oh, wait, I just checked the website.  Is this the 60 acre waterfowl impoundment project listed on their website?  Was there public discussion on this, and I just missed it?  Arrgghh!

Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Sick sense of humor? Visit Yahoo! TV's Comedy with an Edge to see what's on, when. 
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From malessi2 at uiuc.edu  Tue Aug 28 07:11:30 2007

From: malessi2 at uiuc.edu (Mark Alessi)

Date: Tue Aug 28 07:11:44 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake--Sunday sightings and more

In-Reply-To: <680589.83786.qm@web60124.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <010d01c7e96c$916b0c00$6401a8c0@MARKS>

Funny how much can change in 24 hours.  I was at this same spot last night

(Sunday) and hundreds of shorebirds (not just killdeer) were present.

Excluding the expected birds, 4 AMERICAN AVOCETS were present along with 2

WILSON'S PHALAROPES.  

Mark Alessi

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Roger Digges

Sent: Monday, August 27, 2007 7:48 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake--sightings and more

Not a lot happening bird-wise at Clinton today--even the shorebird action on

the mudflats at the northeast end of the lake was somewhat disappointing.

But it was nice to get back out, even though it was for a fairly short time.

There was, however, a lot happening construction-wise at site N2, at the

northeast end of the lake.  If you're interested, read on past the species

list.

40 species

Canada Goose

Mallard

Ring-necked Pheasant (at Mascoutin)

Double-crested Cormorant (concentrated in cove northeast of Rt. 48 bridge)

Great Blue Heron

Great Egret

Turkey Vulture

Red-tailed Hawk (several juvenal birds)

American Kestrel (several juvenal birds)

Killdeer (hundreds in mudflats at northeast end)

Lesser Yellowlegs (about a dozen in water near mudflats)

Least Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper

Ring-billed Gull

Mourning Dove

Eastern Wood-Pewee

Eastern Phoebe

Great Crested Flycatcher

Eastern Kingbird

Blue Jay

American Crow

Horned Lark

No. Rough-winged Swallow

Barn Swallow

Black-capped Chickadee

White-breasted Nuthatch

Carolina Wren

American Robin

Gray Catbird

European Starling

Blue-winged Warbler

Common Yellowthroat

Eastern Towhee

Chipping Sparrow

Field Sparrow

Song Sparrow

Northern Cardinal

Indigo Bunting

American Goldfinch

House Sparrow

Admittedly I've been away for several months, but there is heavy

earth-moving equipment at the N2 access (the old radio tower access)

scraping roadways, erecting berms, apparently putting in some drainage

pipes, and constructing turnarounds, in general tearing up areas where I've

reliably found LeConte's sparrows, sedge and marsh wrens, and heard various

rails including once a yellow.  Does anybody know what the heck--oh, wait, I

just checked the website.  Is this the 60 acre waterfowl impoundment project

listed on their website?  Was there public discussion on this, and I just

missed it?  Arrgghh!

Roger Digges

  _____  

Sick sense of humor? Visit Yahoo! TV's Comedy

<http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=47093/*http:/tv.yahoo.com/collections/222>  with

an Edge to see what's on, when. 
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug 30 15:20:17 2007

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Thu Aug 30 15:20:19 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-breasted nuthatch

Message-ID: <877872.19964.qm@web60121.mail.yahoo.com>

Didn't realize R-b nuthatches can arrive so early, but there was one at my sunflower feeder a few minutes ago.  Thought I'd heard the call the last two mornings, but discounted it.  Nice to see it.

Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Pinpoint customers who are looking for what you sell. 
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Thu Aug 30 15:29:39 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Thu Aug 30 15:29:42 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <877872.19964.qm@web60121.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688C2@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

At noon today...many Goldfinches (Purple Coneflower seeds are

irresistible!), Carolina Wren, and what I'm fairly sure was a Parula

Warbler.

The Hummers were darting here and there.  One appeared as I was standing

next to Cardinal Flower and Blue Lobelia...as I stood motionless, it

spent the next 5 minutes darting from flower to flower, approaching as

close as about 18 inches from my feet.  It even perched for a minute

right next to me.

What a tremendous sight!

Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------
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From regehr5 at aol.com  Thu Aug 30 18:56:37 2007

From: regehr5 at aol.com (regehr5@aol.com)

Date: Thu Aug 30 18:56:58 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Warbler at Crystal Lake Park

Message-ID: <8C9B978893DC0FF-500-A6B8@WEBMAIL-DF05.sysops.aol.com>

???? This morning I made a brief stop at the Magic Bridge?and had a good look

at a Black-throated Blue Warbler, male.?? Another warbler with a yellow breast

was nearby, but didn't come out of the dense foliage to be identified.

???? A Robin and Red-eyed Vireo were eating berries from the honeysuckle

overhanging the streeam.

??????????????????????????????????????????????? Elaine Regehr

________________________________________________________________________

Email and AIM finally together. You've gotta check out free AOL Mail! - http://mail.aol.com
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From regehr5 at aol.com  Thu Aug 30 19:05:57 2007

From: regehr5 at aol.com (regehr5@aol.com)

Date: Thu Aug 30 19:06:17 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Audubon activities

Message-ID: <8C9B979D6F2693F-500-A711@WEBMAIL-DF05.sysops.aol.com>

???? On Saturday morning, Sept. 1, Bob Vaiden is leading a prairie walk at Meadowbrook Prairie.

Meet at 8:00 AM at the Race St. parking lot for Meadowbrook Park (south of Windsor Rd.)

Bob will point out prairie plants, birds and other critters.? The walk winds up at 10:00 AM.

???? On Sunday morning, Sept. 2,? Champaign County Audubon Society's Busey

Woods walk starts at 7:30 AM.? Meet at the parking lot of the Anita Purves Nature Center,

1505 N. Broadway, Urbana.? We hope to see resident and migrating birds and other wildlife,

finishing at about 9:00 AM.

________________________________________________________________________

Email and AIM finally together. You've gotta check out free AOL Mail! - http://mail.aol.com
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug 30 19:49:23 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Aug 30 19:49:25 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-breasted nuthatch

In-Reply-To: <877872.19964.qm@web60121.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <944177.14811.qm@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  From what I understand this is an irruption year, and they are popping up both early, as well as in places where they are not seen regularly each year.

  Bernie Sloan

Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com> wrote:

  Didn't realize R-b nuthatches can arrive so early, but there was one at my sunflower feeder a few minutes ago.  Thought I'd heard the call the last two mornings, but discounted it.  Nice to see it.

Roger Digges

---------------------------------

  Pinpoint customers who are looking for what you sell. _______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Shape Yahoo! in your own image.  Join our Network Research Panel today!
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug 30 21:49:44 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Aug 30 21:49:46 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Lite, 8/30

Message-ID: <640607.2974.qm@web57114.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  I hit Meadowbrook Park eagerly about noon today. I wanted to see what might have come through in the latest cold front. I was disappointed for the most part...

  There were a few highlights...a probable female Purple Finch, and a scolding Chickadee (not sure if it was Black-capped or Carolina). I also got into the middle of a group of juvenile Ring-necked Pheasants...they were making very interesting noises!!

  Beyond that, it was really "quiet". Not many species, and not many individuals represented in most species.

  And there were some interesting absences:

  No Red-winged Blackbirds

  No European Starlings

  No Common Grackles 

  No Cowbirds

  No Swallows (of any kind)

  Birds seen/heard:

  American Goldfinch - 30-40

  Purple Finch - 1(?)

  House Sparrow - 2

  House Wren - 2

  Gray Catbird - 10-15

  American Robin - 5

  Northern Cardinal - 4

  Chicakadee - 1

  Ring-necked Pheasant - 10

  Comon Yellowthroat - 2

  Blue Jay - 1

  Eastern Phoebe - 1

  Mourning Dove - 1

  Song Sparrow - 2 

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Take the Internet to Go: Yahoo!Go puts the Internet in your pocket: mail, news, photos & more. 
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Fri Aug 31 13:51:47 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Fri Aug 31 13:51:49 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Friday morn at Meadowbrook, 8/31

Message-ID: <f682ba9f69c9.46d81cf3@insightbb.com>

Pretty quiet at Meadowbrook this A.M. Trying to get used to the change :-(  The noise-makers were mostly the geese flying over and the goldfinch who, it seemed, were everywhere. Few warblers around.

Canada Geese  235

Pheasants  2

Mourning Dove  21 - couple of groups flew over but there was one singing somewhere

Downy  1

Eastern Wood-Pewee  1 singing 

Empi flycatcher  1

Red-eyed Vireo  1

Eastern Phoebe  2 at the "Marker" bridge - not where I usually see them

Blue Jay  2

American Crow  1 flew over; others calling elsewhere

Barn Swallows  2, flying around the Overlook area; 1 on south prairie

House Wren - 6, noisy as usual

Carolina Wren  1 - noisy too but more melodic

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher  1

American Robin  30 +  many juveniles and one small fledgling who went scampering under the brush trying to get away from the big creature watching it

Gray Catbird  4

European Starling  14

Cedar Waxwing  3 juveniles were with 7 adults feeding in the cherry trees; 1 of the adults was completely tailess

Black-and-white Warbler  2

Nashville Warbler  1

American Redstart  1

Common Yellowthroat  2

Song Sparrow  3 - they're still singing too

Northern Cardinal  5

American Goldfinch  30 +,  noisy and busy

House Sparrows - many around the gardens

Driving home on Curtis Rd I passed at least 200 Starlings on the phone wire. They were tightly packed, juveniles and adults.

Charlene Anchor
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Fri Aug 31 16:11:41 2007

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Fri Aug 31 16:11:43 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Osprey

Message-ID: <20070831161141.AVH70388@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

I woke up this morning to the call of a Red-breasted Nuthatch. Looks like a good year for them. I got dressed and outside in a hurry, but didn't see him. I did hear warbler chips, but I saw only silhouettes against the sun before they moved on.

I went over to Crystal Lake where I had better luck. I was checking through a small group of warblers ( 2 Wilson's, 3 Chestnut-sided, 2 Redstarts, a Black and White and a Kentucky) when an Osprey went quickly overhead. To my surprise he circled round and landed on a dead branch not far from where I was standing.I had a good chance to check him out at close range. I also had a good assortment of other birds, Swainson's Thrush, Ovenbird, hummingbird, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Great Blue Heron, Kingfisher, and the usual summer residents.

Beth Chato

From smithsje at egix.net  Fri Aug 31 17:55:06 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Fri Aug 31 16:59:42 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <200708312159.l7VLxe6b030668@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

I heard a Red-breasted Nuthatch in our yard this afternoon.  Did not see it.  Several years ago, RBN arrived in August.  Maybe there will be other northern birds this season. 

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-08-31

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Aug 31 21:12:05 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Aug 31 21:12:07 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Heritage Lake/Copper Slough area south of Bradley


Avenue.

In-Reply-To: <200708312159.l7VLxe6b030668@outbound-mta.egix.net>

References: <200708312159.l7VLxe6b030668@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0708312056250.21131@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Took a walk south from the Extention Office along Copper Slough in West 

Champaign.

Walked down to the foot bridge and then north along the west side of 

Heritage Lake.

Saw some Monkey Flower [Mimulus ringens L.] along the east shore.

Nice bluish-purple flowers.

Can't cross Bradley due to construction so I came back down the east side 

of copper slough to complete the circuit.

Saw 2-3 Green Herons and 1 wren-like bird along the slough.

Also saw some kind of flycatcher in the shrubs along the north shore of 

the lake.

Saw one lone goose over near "Earth Partners" building on Bradley Ave.

Lots of small brown dragon flies and a couple of large blue ones.

about 5-6 small frogs.

In the morning there is usually more activity in this area.

Jim :)

PS. With the new construction it looks like a new storm drain is going in 

just up stream of the foot bridge.

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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