From jbchato at illinois.edu  Fri Aug  1 12:03:55 2008

From: jbchato at illinois.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Fri Aug  1 12:54:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Address change

Message-ID: <20080801120355.BIK26105@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

I'm checking to see if I succeeded in changing my address. Birdnotes won't accept my current postings.

Went to Riverbend this week and finally saw the elusive Bell's Vireo instead of just hearing him. I was hoping to also see a family, but no such luck. Did find a fledgling Chat. Lots of Cowbirds of all ages, one being fed by a Yellow Warbler, one begging from a robin. Others were giving begging calls from the deep bushes, but I couldn't see who was bringing food. 

My yard is lively with a family of young House Wrens, and well grown Catbirds. I think there are two young catbirds. Yesterday I saw 3 together, but it might have been two parents plus junior. They are all the same size now, but the young one still pesters the grownup for food. Also have a couple of hummingbirds, a female and a young male with red stripes on his throat. I wonder if he was raised in the yard. I have a bumper bloom of red bee balm and purple monarda as well as trumpet creeper. Cardinal flower is about to bloom, so I am ready for the migrating hummers. If anyone wants any bee balm, let me know. It is crowding my raspberry canes, and I hate to just pull it. I'm much too permissive a gardener.

Beth Chato

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Aug  1 17:27:09 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Aug  1 17:27:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park (Urbana),


7/31 - several interesting birds

Message-ID: <410040.29921.qm@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

After reading Bob Vaiden's Birdnotes posting about the prairie wildflowers at Meadowbrook Park, we decided to swing by yesterday for a photo expedition. It was about 5:00PM and very warm and muggy.

I agree with Bob that the wildflower display is one of the best in recent years. Lots of Compass Plant, Prairie Dock, Monarda, Purple Coneflower, etc. There were also a fair number of White Indigo blooming, which I tend to think of as more of a spring flower.

Anyway, photographing wildflowers entails a lot of standing around in the hot sun. It can get kind of boring, and as my mind starts to wander I start to pay attention to the birds.

Things were relatively quiet, given the heat and humidity, but I did run across three interesting birds:

* Saw a Dickcissel near the prairie viewing platform.

* Heard a Sedge Wren in the prairie near the viewing platform.

* Heard a Great Crested Flycatcher across from the Race Street parking lot.

* Spent a bit of time relaxing and watching the Barn Swallows feed their nestlings.

Bernie Sloan

From malessi2 at illinois.edu  Fri Aug  1 18:44:58 2008

From: malessi2 at illinois.edu (Mark Alessi)

Date: Fri Aug  1 18:50:51 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Shorebirds

Message-ID: <007901c8f430$9b6f4f70$f983d462@MARKS>

On Curtis Road west by the newish golf course are a good number of waterfowl

and shorebirds in the flooded fields.  I didn't have my binocs on me but

there were definitely solitary sandpipers, yellowlegs, pectoral sandpipers,

and I thought I heard a snipe.  Mallards and canadas were all I could pick

out with binos.  Hopefully someone can check this area more thoroughly.

Mark

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080801/8d2c768b/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Aug  2 00:27:51 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Aug  2 00:27:52 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Shorebirds

In-Reply-To: <007901c8f430$9b6f4f70$f983d462@MARKS>

References: <007901c8f430$9b6f4f70$f983d462@MARKS>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808020024350.9937@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Sorry for the late report.

The "Menards" parking lot (North Prospect Area) water retention pond 

had a lone hen 'mallard' the other day.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Sat Aug  2 10:06:52 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Sat Aug  2 10:08:56 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Shorebirds

References: <007901c8f430$9b6f4f70$f983d462@MARKS>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114993182@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Mark,

thank you for the tip. I went there this morning a took afew shanpshots.

http://ivanp.smugmug.com/gallery/5599407_JnTaB/1/343611734_7wvhx#343611734_7wvhx

greetings

Ivan


-----Original Message----- 


From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Mark Alessi 


Sent: Fri 8/1/2008 18:44 


To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 


Cc: 


Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Shorebirds


On Curtis Road west by the newish golf course are a good number of waterfowl and shorebirds in the flooded fields.  I didn't have my binocs on me but there were definitely solitary sandpipers, yellowlegs, pectoral sandpipers, and I thought I heard a snipe.  Mallards and canadas were all I could pick out with binos.  Hopefully someone can check this area more thoroughly.


Mark

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Sat Aug  2 21:55:30 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Sat Aug  2 22:07:05 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend Saturday morning

Message-ID: <080320080255.2557.48951E22000D5946000009FD22007354469D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Had a couple of species that I don't see regularly at Riverbend. Saw 2 adult Barred Owls accidentally as I was searching for a Scarlet Tanager doing its "chick burr."  Later the tanager sang briefly but I never saw him. A Red-shoulder Hawk called loudly for several minutes northeast of the large prairie in the river bottom area. Not unusal, but multiple White-breasted Titmice were calling and I wondered if it could have been a family group. They were exceptionally noisy.  Also saw a couple of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds. Bell's Vireo still singing. 

Charlene Anchor 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080803/7459fd3a/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Aug  2 23:12:48 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Aug  2 23:12:50 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park Saturday afternoon

In-Reply-To: <080320080255.2557.48951E22000D5946000009FD22007354469D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

References: <080320080255.2557.48951E22000D5946000009FD22007354469D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808022302410.31000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Cooler than I had anticipated. :)

Saw a pair of Flycatchers north of "Banancia" in the Sculpture Prairie in 

Meadowbrook Park.

Sorry I don't know my flycatchers very well. But they sort of looked like 

Willow's.

Also saw a couple of Hummingbirds chasing each other over the trees near 

McCullough Creek just north-east of where it connects with Douglas.

This is another magical area for me.

It is one place where I can't see more than a bit of a house in Yankee 

Ridge Subdivision and, if I put my hand up to block it out, I can pretend 

that I am walking out from the woodlands for the first time and seeing 

endless prairie.

Also lots of Monarda in this area.

Jim :)

On Sun, 3 Aug 2008, ckanchor@comcast.net wrote:

> Had a couple of species that I don't see regularly at Riverbend. Saw 2 adult Barred Owls accidentally as I was searching for a Scarlet Tanager doing its "chick burr."  Later the tanager sang briefly but I never saw him. A Red-shoulder Hawk called loudly for several minutes northeast of the large prairie in the river bottom area. Not unusal, but multiple White-breasted Titmice were calling and I wondered if it could have been a family group. They were exceptionally noisy.  Also saw a couple of Ruby-throated Hummingbirds. Bell's Vireo still singing.

>

> Charlene Anchor

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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*******************************************************************************

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Sun Aug  3 08:34:50 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Sun Aug  3 08:35:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend Saturday morning - oops!

Message-ID: <080320081334.8445.4895B3FA000E6C12000020FD22070210539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part --------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: ckanchor@comcast.net

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend Saturday morning

Date: Sun, 3 Aug 2008 03:07:07 +0000

Size: 663

Url: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080803/e1986f0a/attachment.eml

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Mon Aug  4 17:58:12 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Mon Aug  4 18:04:08 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Buffalo Trace birds

Message-ID: <080420082258.766.48978984000986B5000002FE22007511509D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

The Sedge Wrens have become more numerous at Buffalo Trace.  Besides the northwest prairie off of Crowley Road, I heard them from the northeast prairie and also the middle prairie which was burned earlier this year.  

While watching 4 Eastern Bluebird juveniles together in a dead tree on the northwest praire, a male Blue Grosbeak landed in the same tree. It called a few times, sang once and then took off flying east. I lost it. But then just a little while later, while walking east on the same trail, I heard and saw a male Blue Grosbeak in a small locust tree on the edges of the prairie and the cornfield. It kept calling and I heard another one calling. I waited and waited and then a female Blue Grosbeak landed near the male. The male would approach her and she would back away or go to the next branch over. I don't know what they were doing. Would think it would be too late in the season for breeding or courtship??  Anyway, I couldn't stay and I left them jumping around in the tree. On my return to Crowley Rd parking lot a couple of hours later, I saw a male Blue Grosbeak singing from the top of one of the trees in the treeline that runs east along the hard path and leads out into the pra!

 irie. I

t was on the south side of the prairie from where I saw the above pair earlier....not a far distance.  Last year I heard and saw a male Blue Grosbeak singing in those same trees about this time of year - I think. If this pair isn't the same as the pair and male that I've been reporting on the east side, then there are two pair.  I haven't scouted around looking for them. Just "bumping" into them accidentally.

To add one more bird to the northwest prairie, saw a Henslow's Sparrow singing from a dead plant...again in the previously burned area. The streaking on the breast seemed kind of light and I considered a juvenile. But it may have also been the sun bleaching out the colors. Not sure.  Would Henslow's be migrating now? I didn't hear them there during the summer.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080804/e16b9edc/attachment.htm

From marymcm26 at hotmail.com  Thu Aug  7 12:58:08 2008

From: marymcm26 at hotmail.com (Mary McMillen)

Date: Thu Aug  7 13:01:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo

Message-ID: <COL101-W3BD130EDC3D1CCAEF567EAF750@phx.gbl>

Tuesday I saw a cuckoo in a tree in my backyard.  I think it was a yellow-bill.  I have never seen one before and would like to know if there have been other sightings.  Are they common in our area?  Do they just pass through or do they actually live here for a while?  

Mary McMillen, Champaign

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080807/6987dbba/attachment.htm

From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Thu Aug  7 13:09:54 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Thu Aug  7 13:12:36 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo

References: <COL101-W3BD130EDC3D1CCAEF567EAF750@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF65593703691149931EA@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

In my eight years of birdwatching in CU (before that I was blind for birds) I have seen a cockoo just once - in 2002.

http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/cuckoo.HTML

cheers

Ivan


-----Original Message----- 


From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Mary McMillen 


Sent: Thu 8/7/2008 12:58 


To: birdnotes 


Cc: 


Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo


Tuesday I saw a cuckoo in a tree in my backyard.  I think it was a yellow-bill.  I have never seen one before and would like to know if there have been other sightings.  Are they common in our area?  Do they just pass through or do they actually live here for a while?  


Mary McMillen, Champaign

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug  7 14:44:33 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Thu Aug  7 14:46:31 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo

In-Reply-To: <COL101-W3BD130EDC3D1CCAEF567EAF750@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <425774.87100.qm@web65711.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

For much of the summer, there has been a yellow-billed cuckoo calling in the U of I Forestry, across from Meadowbrook Park.? A couple of mornings I heard one answer off in the distance.? I usually hear it calling around 6 a.m.

?

Roger Digges

--- On Thu, 8/7/08, Mary McMillen <marymcm26@hotmail.com> wrote:

From: Mary McMillen <marymcm26@hotmail.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo

To: "birdnotes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Date: Thursday, August 7, 2008, 12:58 PM

#yiv1827281668 .hmmessage P

{
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#yiv1827281668 {
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Tuesday I saw a cuckoo in a tree in my backyard.? I think it was a yellow-bill.? I have never seen one before and would like to know if there have been other sightings.? Are they common in our area?? Do they just pass through or do they actually live here for a while?? 

?

Mary McMillen, Champaign

?

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080807/f257f5e8/attachment.htm

From lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com  Thu Aug  7 15:02:01 2008

From: lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com (Linda Case)

Date: Thu Aug  7 15:02:27 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo

In-Reply-To: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF65593703691149931EA@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <200808072002.m77K2MoD014304@gserve053.lis.uiuc.edu>

Hi All - 

There has been a Yellow-Billed Cuckoo on the LOW preserve for the last

couple of weeks. I hear him almost daily (early in the morning) and have

seen him/her just one time.  The bird is calling about 1/3 of a mile down

the bike path from the parking lot on Rte 47, heading west.  We also had a

Yellow-billed run into our home last year and unfortunately, he died from

the impact.  Finally, I hear Black-billed and sometimes Yellow-billed

Cuckoos over in the LOW park (near the golf course) every summer. I have

just hear a black-billed once or twice this year, so far, and have only

heard and seen the yellow-billed over on the preserve.

Linda

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

(217) 586-4864

www.autumngoldconsulting.com

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@illinois.edu 

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Ivan Petrov

Sent: Thursday, August 07, 2008 1:10 PM

To: Mary McMillen; birdnotes

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo

In my eight years of birdwatching in CU (before that I was blind for birds)

I have seen a cockoo just once - in 2002.

http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/cuckoo.HTML

cheers

Ivan


-----Original Message----- 


From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Mary

McMillen 


Sent: Thu 8/7/2008 12:58 


To: birdnotes 


Cc: 


Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo


Tuesday I saw a cuckoo in a tree in my backyard.  I think it was a

yellow-bill.  I have never seen one before and would like to know if there

have been other sightings.  Are they common in our area?  Do they just pass

through or do they actually live here for a while?  


Mary McMillen, Champaign

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug  7 17:10:28 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Aug  7 17:10:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo

In-Reply-To: <425774.87100.qm@web65711.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <918974.5616.qm@web57112.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I've heard Yellow-billed Cuckoos the last two times I've been to Meadowbrook. Same as with Roger's report, the calls were coming from Forestry.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Thu, 8/7/08, Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com> wrote:

> From: Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com>

> Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo

> To: "birdnotes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>, "Mary McMillen" <marymcm26@hotmail.com>

> Date: Thursday, August 7, 2008, 3:44 PM

> For much of the summer, there has been a yellow-billed

> cuckoo calling in the U of I Forestry, across from

> Meadowbrook Park.? A couple of mornings I heard one answer

> off in the distance.? I usually hear it calling around 6

> a.m.

> ?

> Roger Digges

> 

> --- On Thu, 8/7/08, Mary McMillen

> <marymcm26@hotmail.com> wrote:

> 

> From: Mary McMillen <marymcm26@hotmail.com>

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo

> To: "birdnotes"

> <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Date: Thursday, August 7, 2008, 12:58 PM

> 

> 

> 

> 

> #yiv1827281668 .hmmessage P

> {

> margin:0px;padding:0px;}

> #yiv1827281668 {

> FONT-SIZE:10pt;FONT-FAMILY:Tahoma;}

> 

> Tuesday I saw a cuckoo in a tree in my backyard.? I think

> it was a yellow-bill.? I have never seen one before and

> would like to know if there have been other sightings.? Are

> they common in our area?? Do they just pass through or do

> they actually live here for a while?? 

> ?

> Mary McMillen, Champaign

> ?

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

> 

> 

>       _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Thu Aug  7 21:41:39 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Thu Aug  7 21:42:02 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo

Message-ID: <080820080241.1514.489BB263000AE23D000005EA22070215739D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part --------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: Mary McMillen <marymcm26@hotmail.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo

Date: Thu, 7 Aug 2008 18:01:01 +0000

Size: 660

Url: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080808/6b9eb6a7/attachment.eml

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Aug  8 12:33:10 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Aug  8 12:33:12 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo (no recent sightings)

In-Reply-To: <080820080241.1514.489BB263000AE23D000005EA22070215739D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

References: <080820080241.1514.489BB263000AE23D000005EA22070215739D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808081221210.24520@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Charlene and others,

I have been enjoying this thread.

The sound of a Yellow Billed Cuckoo always brings back memories for me 

since my Grandpa called them "Rain Crows".

Am not certain if they were supposed to call before or after a rain but it 

is sort of fun in any event.

The only good look of a YBC that I can remember was in a locust 

tree next to Fish Hook Waterfowl area (near Lake Shelbyvile) years ago.

The latest one that I remember hearing, was North of Mahomet, while 

helping Steve Buck to sample freshwater mussels.

Good birding,

Jim :)

On Fri, 8 Aug 2008, ckanchor@comcast.net wrote:

> Mary,

> Yellow-billed Cuckoos are in our area every summer. One would think that because of their large size that they would be easier to see but they aren't. I always hear them more than I see them. They like to eat cicadas and tent caterpillars. I haven't seen many of the caterpillars this year but the cicadas are plentiful right now and that may be one reason why they are more visible at present.

>

> I looked them up because I couldn't remember where they migrate to and when they leave. They are a long-distance migrant sometimes going as far as Argentina. They also depart early and fall migration can start in August. Does that mean the ones we are seeing and/or hearing now are migrants?  I don't know. Certainly any seen or heard earlier aren't.  I also looked them up in Pete Dunne's "Essential Field Guide Companion."  Under behavior he describes the Yellow-billed Cuckoo as "a sedentary, slothlike, stop-and-go-skulker that may spend minutes on end on the same perch, moving only its head in slow, wandering turns to study the foliage around it before flying to another perch"......."When flying, snakes its way deftly through the foliage." I love this description of the Yellow-billed Cuckoo and it helps explain why we don't see them easily. How lucky to see one in your yard.

>

> Charlene Anchor

>

> -------------- Original message --------------

> From: Mary McMillen <marymcm26@hotmail.com>

> Tuesday I saw a cuckoo in a tree in my backyard.  I think it was a yellow-bill.  I have never seen one before and would like to know if there have been other sightings.  Are they common in our area?  Do they just pass through or do they actually live here for a while?

>

> Mary McMillen, Champaign

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Aug  8 19:50:46 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Aug  8 19:50:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo (no recent sightings)

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808081221210.24520@bluestem.prairienet.org>

References: <080820080241.1514.489BB263000AE23D000005EA22070215739D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>


<Pine.LNX.4.64.0808081221210.24520@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808081931240.6509@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

I spoke to soon!

Today at about 4:30 PM I heard what sounded to be a Yellow Billed Cuckoo 

somewhere near the organic Gardens.

Maybe in the tops of the Walnut trees.

Couldn't find it though.

A little bit overcast with cottony clouds but it doesn't look or feel 

like rain.

Of course it could be said that the YBC only called for a short time and 

then only half heartedly...

For the birds.

Jim :)

On Fri, 8 Aug 2008, James Hoyt wrote:

> Charlene and others,

>

> I have been enjoying this thread.

>

> The sound of a Yellow Billed Cuckoo always brings back memories for me since 

> my Grandpa called them "Rain Crows".

>

> Am not certain if they were supposed to call before or after a rain but it is 

> sort of fun in any event.

>

> The only good look of a YBC that I can remember was in a locust tree next to 

> Fish Hook Waterfowl area (near Lake Shelbyvile) years ago.

>

> The latest one that I remember hearing, was North of Mahomet, while helping 

> Steve Buck to sample freshwater mussels.

>

> Good birding,

>

> Jim :)

>

>

>

> On Fri, 8 Aug 2008, ckanchor@comcast.net wrote:

>

>> Mary,

>> Yellow-billed Cuckoos are in our area every summer. One would think that 

>> because of their large size that they would be easier to see but they 

>> aren't. I always hear them more than I see them. They like to eat cicadas 

>> and tent caterpillars. I haven't seen many of the caterpillars this year 

>> but the cicadas are plentiful right now and that may be one reason why they 

>> are more visible at present.

>> 

>> I looked them up because I couldn't remember where they migrate to and when 

>> they leave. They are a long-distance migrant sometimes going as far as 

>> Argentina. They also depart early and fall migration can start in August. 

>> Does that mean the ones we are seeing and/or hearing now are migrants?  I 

>> don't know. Certainly any seen or heard earlier aren't.  I also looked them 

>> up in Pete Dunne's "Essential Field Guide Companion."  Under behavior he 

>> describes the Yellow-billed Cuckoo as "a sedentary, slothlike, 

>> stop-and-go-skulker that may spend minutes on end on the same perch, moving 

>> only its head in slow, wandering turns to study the foliage around it 

>> before flying to another perch"......."When flying, snakes its way deftly 

>> through the foliage." I love this description of the Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

>> and it helps explain why we don't see them easily. How lucky to see one in 

>> your yard.

>> 

>> Charlene Anchor

>> 

>> -------------- Original message --------------

>> From: Mary McMillen <marymcm26@hotmail.com>

>> Tuesday I saw a cuckoo in a tree in my backyard.  I think it was a 

>> yellow-bill.  I have never seen one before and would like to know if there 

>> have been other sightings.  Are they common in our area?  Do they just pass 

>> through or do they actually live here for a while?

>> 

>> Mary McMillen, Champaign

>> 

>

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Aug  8 19:54:06 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Aug  8 19:54:16 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo (no recent sightings)

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808081931240.6509@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <170943.86590.qm@web57115.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Jim,

I've heard a Yellow-billed Cuckoo in that spot off and on over the past few years.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Fri, 8/8/08, James Hoyt <jwhoyt@prairienet.org> wrote:

> From: James Hoyt <jwhoyt@prairienet.org>

> Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo (no recent sightings)

> To: "birdnotes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Date: Friday, August 8, 2008, 8:50 PM

> Birders,

> 

> I spoke to soon!

> 

> Today at about 4:30 PM I heard what sounded to be a Yellow

> Billed Cuckoo 

> somewhere near the organic Gardens.

> 

> Maybe in the tops of the Walnut trees.

> 

> Couldn't find it though.

> 

> A little bit overcast with cottony clouds but it

> doesn't look or feel 

> like rain.

> 

> Of course it could be said that the YBC only called for a

> short time and 

> then only half heartedly...

> 

> For the birds.

> 

> Jim :)

> 

> 

> 

> On Fri, 8 Aug 2008, James Hoyt wrote:

> 

> > Charlene and others,

> >

> > I have been enjoying this thread.

> >

> > The sound of a Yellow Billed Cuckoo always brings back

> memories for me since 

> > my Grandpa called them "Rain Crows".

> >

> > Am not certain if they were supposed to call before or

> after a rain but it is 

> > sort of fun in any event.

> >

> > The only good look of a YBC that I can remember was in

> a locust tree next to 

> > Fish Hook Waterfowl area (near Lake Shelbyvile) years

> ago.

> >

> > The latest one that I remember hearing, was North of

> Mahomet, while helping 

> > Steve Buck to sample freshwater mussels.

> >

> > Good birding,

> >

> > Jim :)

> >

> >

> >

> > On Fri, 8 Aug 2008, ckanchor@comcast.net wrote:

> >

> >> Mary,

> >> Yellow-billed Cuckoos are in our area every

> summer. One would think that 

> >> because of their large size that they would be

> easier to see but they 

> >> aren't. I always hear them more than I see

> them. They like to eat cicadas 

> >> and tent caterpillars. I haven't seen many of

> the caterpillars this year 

> >> but the cicadas are plentiful right now and that

> may be one reason why they 

> >> are more visible at present.

> >> 

> >> I looked them up because I couldn't remember

> where they migrate to and when 

> >> they leave. They are a long-distance migrant

> sometimes going as far as 

> >> Argentina. They also depart early and fall

> migration can start in August. 

> >> Does that mean the ones we are seeing and/or

> hearing now are migrants?  I 

> >> don't know. Certainly any seen or heard

> earlier aren't.  I also looked them 

> >> up in Pete Dunne's "Essential Field Guide

> Companion."  Under behavior he 

> >> describes the Yellow-billed Cuckoo as "a

> sedentary, slothlike, 

> >> stop-and-go-skulker that may spend minutes on end

> on the same perch, moving 

> >> only its head in slow, wandering turns to study

> the foliage around it 

> >> before flying to another

> perch"......."When flying, snakes its way deftly 

> >> through the foliage." I love this description

> of the Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

> >> and it helps explain why we don't see them

> easily. How lucky to see one in 

> >> your yard.

> >> 

> >> Charlene Anchor

> >> 

> >> -------------- Original message --------------

> >> From: Mary McMillen <marymcm26@hotmail.com>

> >> Tuesday I saw a cuckoo in a tree in my backyard. 

> I think it was a 

> >> yellow-bill.  I have never seen one before and

> would like to know if there 

> >> have been other sightings.  Are they common in our

> area?  Do they just pass 

> >> through or do they actually live here for a while?

> >> 

> >> Mary McMillen, Champaign

> >> 

> >

> >

> 

> -- 

> James Hoyt

> "The Prairie Ant"

> Champaign Co. Audubon

> Illinois Audubon Society

> Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

> Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

> Champaign County Master Gardener

> East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

> Grand Prairie Friends

> Allerton Allies

> Prairie Rivers Network

> The Xerces Society

> The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

> 

> ===============================================================================

> "The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it".

> Author unknown

> ===============================================================================

> 

> *******************************************************************************

> *******************************************************************************

> "The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic

> force' and with  good

> reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to

> decide the

> world's future, then surely we have reached a level

> where we can be held

> acountable for the world's future." Durward L.

> Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

> *******************************************************************************

> *******************************************************************************

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Fri Aug  8 21:59:22 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Fri Aug  8 21:59:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo (no recent sightings)

Message-ID: <080920080259.1812.489D080A0006E6840000071422007481849D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

In previous years I have seen Yellow-billed Cuckoos in that area, specifically, in the walnut trees east of the barn (or south of the organic gardens) and along the creek in the brushy areas up to the peninsula. One year I saw 2 north of the peninsula along the creek.  Recently a wide path has been mowed through that area and a new bridge put up.

Charlene Anchor 

-------------- Original message -------------- 

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com> 

> 

> Jim, 

> 

> I've heard a Yellow-billed Cuckoo in that spot off and on over the past few 

> years. 

> 

> Bernie Sloan 

> 

> 

> --- On Fri, 8/8/08, James Hoyt wrote: 

> 

> > From: James Hoyt 

> > Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Cuckoo (no recent sightings) 

> > To: "birdnotes" 

> > Date: Friday, August 8, 2008, 8:50 PM 

> > Birders, 

> > 

> > I spoke to soon! 

> > 

> > Today at about 4:30 PM I heard what sounded to be a Yellow 

> > Billed Cuckoo 

> > somewhere near the organic Gardens. 

> > 

> > Maybe in the tops of the Walnut trees. 

> > 

> > Couldn't find it though. 

> > 

> > A little bit overcast with cottony clouds but it 

> > doesn't look or feel 

> > like rain. 

> > 

> > Of course it could be said that the YBC only called for a 

> > short time and 

> > then only half heartedly... 

> > 

> > For the birds. 

> > 

> > Jim :) 

> > 

> > 

> > 

> > On Fri, 8 Aug 2008, James Hoyt wrote: 

> > 

> > > Charlene and others, 

> > > 

> > > I have been enjoying this thread. 

> > > 

> > > The sound of a Yellow Billed Cuckoo always brings back 

> > memories for me since 

> > > my Grandpa called them "Rain Crows". 

> > > 

> > > Am not certain if they were supposed to call before or 

> > after a rain but it is 

> > > sort of fun in any event. 

> > > 

> > > The only good look of a YBC that I can remember was in 

> > a locust tree next to 

> > > Fish Hook Waterfowl area (near Lake Shelbyvile) years 

> > ago. 

> > > 

> > > The latest one that I remember hearing, was North of 

> > Mahomet, while helping 

> > > Steve Buck to sample freshwater mussels. 

> > > 

> > > Good birding, 

> > > 

> > > Jim :) 

> > > 

> > > 

> > > 

> > > On Fri, 8 Aug 2008, ckanchor@comcast.net wrote: 

> > > 

> > >> Mary, 

> > >> Yellow-billed Cuckoos are in our area every 

> > summer. One would think that 

> > >> because of their large size that they would be 

> > easier to see but they 

> > >> aren't. I always hear them more than I see 

> > them. They like to eat cicadas 

> > >> and tent caterpillars. I haven't seen many of 

> > the caterpillars this year 

> > >> but the cicadas are plentiful right now and that 

> > may be one reason why they 

> > >> are more visible at present. 

> > >> 

> > >> I looked them up because I couldn't remember 

> > where they migrate to and when 

> > >> they leave. They are a long-distance migrant 

> > sometimes going as far as 

> > >> Argentina. They also depart early and fall 

> > migration can start in August. 

> > >> Does that mean the ones we are seeing and/or 

> > hearing now are migrants? I 

> > >> don't know. Certainly any seen or heard 

> > earlier aren't. I also looked them 

> > >> up in Pete Dunne's "Essential Field Guide 

> > Companion." Under behavior he 

> > >> describes the Yellow-billed Cuckoo as "a 

> > sedentary, slothlike, 

> > >> stop-and-go-skulker that may spend minutes on end 

> > on the same perch, moving 

> > >> only its head in slow, wandering turns to study 

> > the foliage around it 

> > >> before flying to another 

> > perch"......."When flying, snakes its way deftly 

> > >> through the foliage." I love this description 

> > of the Yellow-billed Cuckoo 

> > >> and it helps explain why we don't see them 

> > easily. How lucky to see one in 

> > >> your yard. 

> > >> 

> > >> Charlene Anchor 

> > >> 

> > >> -------------- Original message -------------- 

> > >> From: Mary McMillen 

> > >> Tuesday I saw a cuckoo in a tree in my backyard. 

> > I think it was a 

> > >> yellow-bill. I have never seen one before and 

> > would like to know if there 

> > >> have been other sightings. Are they common in our 

> > area? Do they just pass 

> > >> through or do they actually live here for a while? 

> > >> 

> > >> Mary McMillen, Champaign 

> > >> 

> > > 

> > > 

> > 

> > -- 

> > James Hoyt 

> > "The Prairie Ant" 

> > Champaign Co. Audubon 

> > Illinois Audubon Society 

> > Co-steward Parkland College Prairies. 

> > Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas. 

> > Champaign County Master Gardener 

> > East Central Illinois Master Naturalist 

> > Grand Prairie Friends 

> > Allerton Allies 

> > Prairie Rivers Network 

> > The Xerces Society 

> > The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy 

> > 

> > 

> =============================================================================== 

> > "The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". 

> > Author unknown 

> > 

> =============================================================================== 

> > 

> > 

> ******************************************************************************* 

> > 

> ******************************************************************************* 

> > "The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic 

> > force' and with good 

> > reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to 

> > decide the 

> > world's future, then surely we have reached a level 

> > where we can be held 

> > acountable for the world's future." Durward L. 

> > Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy" 

> > 

> ******************************************************************************* 

> > 

> ******************************************************************************* 

> > 

> > _______________________________________________ 

> > Birdnotes mailing list 

> > Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 

> > https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes 

> 

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________ 

> Birdnotes mailing list 

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080809/136aabe9/attachment-0001.htm

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Sat Aug  9 08:49:49 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Sat Aug  9 08:49:58 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <080920081349.10187.489DA07D0003AC4D000027CB22007481849D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Linda Case described the areas at Lake of the Woods where she has heard the cuckoos. I might also mention where I've seen them out there. One year at Buffalo Trace (2-3 yrs ago) I saw two in the woody patch that crosses the macadam path that extends out into the prairie east of the Crowley Rd parking lot. I would think that they would breeding somewhere in the area as there are a variety of woody type areas with brushy understories out there. Linda mentioned hearing them around the golf course and I've seen them in the Izaak Walton cabin area. Have also seen them at the Stidham Woods area.  One year I saw a Black-billed Cuckoo in a tree in the "middle" praire at Buffalo Trace. I thought an unusual place to see one. It must have been on it's way somewhere.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080809/17035284/attachment.htm

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Aug  9 15:10:38 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Aug  9 15:28:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] migration has begun

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080809150749.01fcfe60@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

We tend to think of fall migration as occurring in the fall--but it 

definitely starts in August!  Shorebird migration is doubtless in full 

swing--this weekend is the IOS shorebird weekend on the Illinois river.

This morning while walking the dog, I saw 2 warblers in Blair park.  Just a 

glimpse, couldn't tell what kind they were, but they were definitely warblers!



--Helen Parker

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Aug  9 15:49:21 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Aug  9 15:56:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] migration has begun

Message-ID: <195343.38690.qm@web57115.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

And Common Nighthawk migration begins soon!

Last year I saw my first group of migrants on August 16, over the Hampton Inn on University Avenue in Urbana. There were 20 Nighthawks in all. A couple of years ago I saw several hundred flying over Meadowbrook Park on a mid-September evening.

It's almost time to keep your eyes on the evening skies!

Bernie Sloan

--- On Sat, 8/9/08, Helen Parker <h-parker@uiuc.edu> wrote:

> From: Helen Parker <h-parker@uiuc.edu>

> Subject: [Birdnotes] migration has begun

> To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

> Date: Saturday, August 9, 2008, 4:10 PM

> We tend to think of fall migration as occurring in the

> fall--but it 

> definitely starts in August!  Shorebird migration is

> doubtless in full 

> swing--this weekend is the IOS shorebird weekend on the

> Illinois river.

> This morning while walking the dog, I saw 2 warblers in

> Blair park.  Just a 

> glimpse, couldn't tell what kind they were, but they

> were definitely warblers!

> 

--Helen Parker

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Aug  9 21:58:16 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Aug  9 21:58:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Egret at St. joe wetlands

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080809215551.01fa8e38@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I drove past the St. Joseph wetoands this evening; there were both a great 

blue heron and a great egret;



--Helen Parker

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Aug  9 22:58:07 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Aug  9 22:58:09 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] migration has begun

In-Reply-To: <6.0.1.1.2.20080809150749.01fcfe60@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <6.0.1.1.2.20080809150749.01fcfe60@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808092245440.20081@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Helen and others,

While doing my annual August clipping of Teasel in the South Fill of Busey 

Woods I scared up a bright yellow Goldfinch from a Bull Thistle.

Also saw 2 yellow Tiger Swallowtails nectoring on a teasel plant that I 

had to chase away.

I might also add that the area is begining to show some color from the 

native wildflower plantings by UPD.

A few native grasses, some Greyheaded Coneflowers, and one small Joe Pye 

Weed are in attendence.

Also saw an Asperagus plant that I just couldn't bear to remove.

For the birds,

Jim Hoyt :)

On Sat, 9 Aug 2008, Helen Parker wrote:

> We tend to think of fall migration as occurring in the fall--but it 

> definitely starts in August!  Shorebird migration is doubtless in full 

> swing--this weekend is the IOS shorebird weekend on the Illinois river.

> This morning while walking the dog, I saw 2 warblers in Blair park.  Just a 

> glimpse, couldn't tell what kind they were, but they were definitely 

> warblers!

> 

--Helen Parker

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From marymcm26 at hotmail.com  Sun Aug 10 09:34:37 2008

From: marymcm26 at hotmail.com (Mary McMillen)

Date: Sun Aug 10 09:34:50 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Yellow-bill cuckoo (no sighting)

Message-ID: <COL101-W214226E3B8D6A887F1A4FBAF760@phx.gbl>

Dear Bird-noters: Thanks for all the great information about the cuckoos.  I'm surprised and delighted that I got a close-up look at this unexpected backyard visitor!  Mary McMillen

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080810/b475f25d/attachment.htm

From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Sun Aug 10 14:48:10 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Sun Aug 10 14:48:21 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] migration has begun

References: <6.0.1.1.2.20080809150749.01fcfe60@express.cites.uiuc.edu>


<Pine.LNX.4.64.0808092245440.20081@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114993218@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

I had the luck to have a good look at a sedge wren yesterday (cloudy) and (sunny) today at Buffalo Trace.


http://ivanp.smugmug.com/gallery/5656570_ixfL9#348874838_MB5Wk


greetings


Ivan

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Mon Aug 11 01:32:19 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Mon Aug 11 01:32:20 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sedge Wren at LOW 

In-Reply-To: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114993218@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

References: <6.0.1.1.2.20080809150749.01fcfe60@express.cites.uiuc.edu>


<Pine.LNX.4.64.0808092245440.20081@bluestem.prairienet.org>


<9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114993218@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808110128260.32081@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Ivan,

Thanks for the photos.

Now I know where to look when I am in the area.

I wonder if there is some significance to the fact that the Wren is 

sitting on a wild parsnip which is going to seed!

Anyone is welcome to chime in on this question!

Thanks again,

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Mon Aug 11 20:46:36 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Mon Aug 11 20:48:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Buffalo Trace - juveniles and late nesters

Message-ID: <081220080146.9511.48A0EB7C000B94520000252722007347489D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Along the creek this morning were two juveniles in the same bush - a Cardinal and a Catbird. Nearby in another bush, a male Cardinal was singing and ended with the soft trill that he uses for courtship. So I assume his ladybird was nearby. Later saw the juvenile Eastern Bluebird and a Field Sparrow.   In two different places Goldfinches were carrying thistle down for their nest building.

Once again saw the male Blue Grosbeaks but no females. The eastern-side male was singing in a mulberry tree in his usual hedgerow. The western-side male was calling from the prairie-side edge of the trees that cross the hard path.  The Henslow's Sparrow was singing again but had moved further east and wasn't visible.

This week a nest of Bluebirds hatched and 4 eggs were laid in another box by a different pair.  A third box had a new nest started last week but apparently they changed their minds as the nest was the same.  For some reason the House Wrens have not invaded the boxes as in previous years. I'm not complaining (it's like a dream come true!) but it's very unusual. 

Charlene Anchor 

-------------- next part --------------
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From ckanchor at comcast.net  Mon Aug 11 20:55:18 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Mon Aug 11 20:56:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Buffalo Trace fledglings

Message-ID: <081220080155.3022.48A0ED86000D408900000BCE22070215539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

I forgot to mention what I spent the most time watching because I like them so....2 Eastern Kingbird fledglings were on a tree branch together...the tree being on the edge of the north prairie and the corn field right off the Crowley Rd parking lot. One of the fledglings was adjusting its wings and stretching. A couple of times it opened it's mouth as if begging for food and it's red throat (which I've only seen in pictures) was clearly visible. Both parents were nearby but only fed the fledglings once. They did check on them a couple of times though.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080812/eff2844c/attachment.htm

From malessi2 at illinois.edu  Mon Aug 11 22:18:20 2008

From: malessi2 at illinois.edu (Mark Alessi)

Date: Mon Aug 11 22:18:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Stone Creek

Message-ID: <20080811221820.BLB29286@expms5.cites.uiuc.edu>

Tonight close to stone creek golf course was a lone northern bobwhite calling his brains out.   

Mark

From vaiden at isgs.illinois.edu  Tue Aug 12 08:17:29 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.illinois.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Aug 12 08:17:50 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

In-Reply-To: <20080811221820.BLB29286@expms5.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E902AA@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

5 Nighthawks over the prairie at 7:45 Monday night.  Many Robins

overhead.

In the back yard... at least 3 Hummers wasting energy fighting over

feeders and flowers.

Bob Vaiden

From BackyardBirds1 at aol.com  Tue Aug 12 08:39:41 2008

From: BackyardBirds1 at aol.com (BackyardBirds1@aol.com)

Date: Tue Aug 12 08:40:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbird Class

Message-ID: <bc7.2cc4c20a.35d2ec9d@aol.com>

Good morning!

Hopefully by now, you are seeing an increase in  your Hummingbirds!

The last few days, I have had 3  Hummingbirds drinking out of 2 window 

feeders!!!  I did not have a single  hummingbird all summer long..so this is a much 

welcomed sight!

Now to business...I am gearing up for our 12th  annual Hummingbird Class. 

This year I decided to switch things and do a class  at fall migration time.

On August 23rd, Saturday at 2:00pm...we will  have a FREE class on 

Hummingbirds at the store. Plan on 30-60 minutes depending  on class participation.

Bring something to sit on.and a friend or  two..and we will learn more about 

these little flying jewels!!!

If you have any questions, please free to call  me at the store...864-2212 or 

you can email me.

Hope to see you on the 23rd!

Vickie

Backyard Birds

2920 S. Mt. Zion Road

Decatur, IL  62521

1.217.864.2212

_BackyardBirds1@aol.com_ (mailto:BackyardBirds1@aol.com) 

**************Looking for a car that's sporty, fun and fits in your budget? 

Read reviews on AOL Autos.      

(http://autos.aol.com/cars-BMW-128-2008/expert-review?ncid=aolaut00050000000017 )

-------------- next part --------------
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From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Tue Aug 12 08:45:59 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Tue Aug 12 08:47:14 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

References: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E902AA@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114993237@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Bob what may look like a waste of energy might be a fight for survival - survival of the fittest :-)

Ivan


-----Original Message----- 


From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Vaiden, Robert 


Sent: Tue 8/12/2008 08:17 


To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 


Cc: 


Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook


5 Nighthawks over the prairie at 7:45 Monday night.  Many Robins


overhead.


In the back yard... at least 3 Hummers wasting energy fighting over


feeders and flowers.


Bob Vaiden


_______________________________________________


Birdnotes mailing list


Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From vaiden at isgs.illinois.edu  Tue Aug 12 08:53:51 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.illinois.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Aug 12 08:56:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

In-Reply-To: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114993237@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E902AB@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Of course:)  But one DOES wonder at what point the activity becomes

counter-productive!  I have a feeling that if I put out 20 feeders, one

bird would still try to keep all others out! 

I am also curious of reports I hear of folks who put out several feeders

on the front porch, and get 20-30 Hummers.  How does that happen?  Do

individuals give up fighting under those circumstances?  Where's the

"break point"?

Bob

_________________________________________________

-----Original Message-----

From: Ivan Petrov [mailto:petrov@mrl.uiuc.edu] 

Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2008 8:46 AM

To: Vaiden, Robert; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

Bob what may look like a waste of energy might be a fight for survival -

survival of the fittest :-)

Ivan


-----Original Message----- 


From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of

Vaiden, Robert 


Sent: Tue 8/12/2008 08:17 


To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 


Cc: 


Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook


5 Nighthawks over the prairie at 7:45 Monday night.  Many Robins


overhead.


In the back yard... at least 3 Hummers wasting energy fighting

over


feeders and flowers.


Bob Vaiden


_______________________________________________


Birdnotes mailing list


Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Tue Aug 12 10:07:58 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Tue Aug 12 10:26:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake Cliff Swallow decline

Message-ID: <081220081507.19625.48A1A74E000DF7C100004CA922135396539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

This is a little late but I didn't see anything that one would have to rush out to see. 

My husband and I took a ride around Homer Lake on Sunday.  It was very quiet. Didn't even see a single heron. Only bird along the shore was a Belted Kingfisher. 

Checked out the dam and Barn Swallows appeared to be feeding nestlings under the bridge as they kept disappearing under there for a time. Unfortunately so were the House Sparrows.....both males and females. A female House Sparrow walked across the width of the algae-covered floor of the dam picking up stuff. Then she flew directly up overhead and disappeared.

Was told that the Cliff Swallows were greatly reduced this year at Homer Lake.  Last night I read that House Sparrows present a serious problem for Cliff Swallows. Being a cavity nester the sparrows like to take over the Cliff Swallow nests.  Maybe this is happening at Homer Lake.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue Aug 12 10:02:32 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue Aug 12 11:51:34 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E902AB@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

References: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114993237@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>


<2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E902AB@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <30ec30250808120802v53bc052dr6124df6282969183@mail.gmail.com>

Of course, the highly aggressive defense of territories containing food

resources that hummingbirds show is an evolution-determined trait, and that

competition also drives evolution.  Ivan's note may have reflected an

impression that Bob had missed that point.  But I don't think Bob had.

Instead, Bob was simply expressing mild amusement that the hummingbirds

continue to fight when there is a surfeit of food that renders such

competition superfluous.

To make it clear, the feeders we put out present an artificial

superabundance of food that hummingbirds almost never encounter in the

*natural* world -- a point I suspect Bob and Ivan understand perfectly

well.  Instead, hummingbirds evolved as creatures with enormous energy

needs, living at the very margin of their "energy envelopes," in an

environment where high-quality energy sources are comparatively scarce.  An

aggressive defense of a good food source -- say, a bush laden with flowers

-- proved highly advantageous to these birds, and was evolutionarily

reinforced by reproductive success.

Hummingbirds haven't evolved with the wherewithal in their brains to

distinguish a feeder -- an introduced artifact with an essentially unlimited

supply of food -- from a cluster of flowers with a small amount of nectar

that won't sustain much more than a single bird.  So, a hummingbird will

fiercely defend a feeder, even though *we* can see that the bird's energy

expenditure in that instance gains it no advantage.  That is, if it just sat

and did nothing, rather than relentlessly buzzing the other birds that

approached the feeder, it would obtain no less food.  But hummingbirds have

no capacity to recognize that a feeder is different from a flower in that

respect.

Dozens of hummingbirds will share feeders in certain limited areas and

circumstances.  To the best of my knowledge, this phenomenon is especially

prominent in the gulf coast area, just after or before migration over the

Gulf of Mexico.  When the birds arrive in the U.S., they've flown perhaps

500 miles, a flight that takes around 20 hours, and have depleted the fat

that they built up in their wintering grounds.  They may have dropped over

half their weight getting over the Gulf.  When they land, feeding and

replenishing their energy reserves is a crucial imperative.  Establishing a

territory and fighting to defend it would be a potentially fatal diversion.

(Most of the birds will continue north very quickly, a circumstance that

also renders the establishment and defense of a territory inefficient.)

Thus, near the coast you'll get the impressive, and anomalous, sight of

dozens of hummingbirds simultaneously using a feeder.

I would also speculate that hummingbirds evolved with migration timing that

sets them down on the gulf coast when a lot of southern flowers are in bloom

-- a tightly-constrained circumstance of natural superabundance that the

birds have evolved to "recognize" as one that renders fighting for nectar

sources superfluous.

I understand that the birds will also cluster at feeders just before they

take off over the Gulf during their southward migration.  Again, in that

narrow circumstance, fighting over food sources could be a disastrous

diversion of energy, leaving a bird too depleted to complete the enormously

long migration leg over the Gulf.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On Tue, Aug 12, 2008 at 8:53 AM, Vaiden, Robert <vaiden@isgs.illinois.edu>wrote:

> Of course:)  But one DOES wonder at what point the activity becomes

> counter-productive!  I have a feeling that if I put out 20 feeders, one

> bird would still try to keep all others out!

>

> I am also curious of reports I hear of folks who put out several feeders

> on the front porch, and get 20-30 Hummers.  How does that happen?  Do

> individuals give up fighting under those circumstances?  Where's the

> "break point"?

>

> Bob

> _________________________________________________

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Ivan Petrov [mailto:petrov@mrl.uiuc.edu]

> Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2008 8:46 AM

> To: Vaiden, Robert; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

>

> Bob what may look like a waste of energy might be a fight for survival -

> survival of the fittest :-)

> Ivan

>

>        -----Original Message-----

>        From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of

> Vaiden, Robert

>        Sent: Tue 8/12/2008 08:17

>        To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>        Cc:

>        Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

>

>

>        5 Nighthawks over the prairie at 7:45 Monday night.  Many Robins

>        overhead.

>

>        In the back yard... at least 3 Hummers wasting energy fighting over

>        feeders and flowers.

>

>        Bob Vaiden

>

-------------- next part --------------
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From vaiden at isgs.illinois.edu  Tue Aug 12 13:37:06 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.illinois.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Aug 12 13:50:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250808120802v53bc052dr6124df6282969183@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E902AE@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I had wondered about "timing" and their behavior...so they might

particularly "fight" before migration?  I have been thinking more in

terms of nesting and territorial behavior (although male R T Hummers

don't stick around to help out, do they?).

I have seen a photo of one MASSIVE Hummer feeder (out West...several

species simultaneously); the feeder was a 5 GALLON bottle, and had to be

refilled daily.  The photo I saw had more than 50 hummers visible!

Wow...  Bob :-)

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Brian

Threlkeld

Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2008 10:03 AM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

Of course, the highly aggressive defense of territories containing food

resources that hummingbirds show is an evolution-determined trait, and

that competition also drives evolution.  Ivan's note may have reflected

an impression that Bob had missed that point.  But I don't think Bob

had.  Instead, Bob was simply expressing mild amusement that the

hummingbirds continue to fight when there is a surfeit of food that

renders such competition superfluous.

To make it clear, the feeders we put out present an artificial

superabundance of food that hummingbirds almost never encounter in the

*natural* world -- a point I suspect Bob and Ivan understand perfectly

well.  Instead, hummingbirds evolved as creatures with enormous energy

needs, living at the very margin of their "energy envelopes," in an

environment where high-quality energy sources are comparatively scarce.

An aggressive defense of a good food source -- say, a bush laden with

flowers -- proved highly advantageous to these birds, and was

evolutionarily reinforced by reproductive success.

Hummingbirds haven't evolved with the wherewithal in their brains to

distinguish a feeder -- an introduced artifact with an essentially

unlimited supply of food -- from a cluster of flowers with a small

amount of nectar that won't sustain much more than a single bird.  So, a

hummingbird will fiercely defend a feeder, even though *we* can see that

the bird's energy expenditure in that instance gains it no advantage.

That is, if it just sat and did nothing, rather than relentlessly

buzzing the other birds that approached the feeder, it would obtain no

less food.  But hummingbirds have no capacity to recognize that a feeder

is different from a flower in that respect.

Dozens of hummingbirds will share feeders in certain limited areas and

circumstances.  To the best of my knowledge, this phenomenon is

especially prominent in the gulf coast area, just after or before

migration over the Gulf of Mexico.  When the birds arrive in the U.S.,

they've flown perhaps 500 miles, a flight that takes around 20 hours,

and have depleted the fat that they built up in their wintering grounds.

They may have dropped over half their weight getting over the Gulf.

When they land, feeding and replenishing their energy reserves is a

crucial imperative.  Establishing a territory and fighting to defend it

would be a potentially fatal diversion.  (Most of the birds will

continue north very quickly, a circumstance that also renders the

establishment and defense of a territory inefficient.)  Thus, near the

coast you'll get the impressive, and anomalous, sight of dozens of

hummingbirds simultaneously using a feeder.

I would also speculate that hummingbirds evolved with migration timing

that sets them down on the gulf coast when a lot of southern flowers are

in bloom -- a tightly-constrained circumstance of natural superabundance

that the birds have evolved to "recognize" as one that renders fighting

for nectar sources superfluous.

I understand that the birds will also cluster at feeders just before

they take off over the Gulf during their southward migration.  Again, in

that narrow circumstance, fighting over food sources could be a

disastrous diversion of energy, leaving a bird too depleted to complete

the enormously long migration leg over the Gulf.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On Tue, Aug 12, 2008 at 8:53 AM, Vaiden, Robert

<vaiden@isgs.illinois.edu> wrote:

Of course:)  But one DOES wonder at what point the activity becomes

counter-productive!  I have a feeling that if I put out 20 feeders, one

bird would still try to keep all others out!

I am also curious of reports I hear of folks who put out several feeders

on the front porch, and get 20-30 Hummers.  How does that happen?  Do

individuals give up fighting under those circumstances?  Where's the

"break point"?

Bob

_________________________________________________

-----Original Message-----

From: Ivan Petrov [mailto:petrov@mrl.uiuc.edu]

Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2008 8:46 AM

To: Vaiden, Robert; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

Bob what may look like a waste of energy might be a fight for survival -

survival of the fittest :-)

Ivan

       -----Original Message-----

       From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of

Vaiden, Robert

       Sent: Tue 8/12/2008 08:17

       To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

       Cc:

       Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

       5 Nighthawks over the prairie at 7:45 Monday night.  Many Robins

       overhead.

       In the back yard... at least 3 Hummers wasting energy fighting

over

       feeders and flowers.

       Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Aug 12 14:18:24 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Aug 12 14:18:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E902AE@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <794831.70812.qm@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I know of some people in southern Indiana who are going through two gallons of sugar water daily right now.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Tue, 8/12/08, Vaiden, Robert <vaiden@isgs.illinois.edu> wrote:

> From: Vaiden, Robert <vaiden@isgs.illinois.edu>

> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

> To: "Brian Threlkeld" <threlkster@gmail.com>, "Birdnotes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Date: Tuesday, August 12, 2008, 2:37 PM

> I had wondered about "timing" and their

> behavior...so they might

> particularly "fight" before migration?  I have

> been thinking more in

> terms of nesting and territorial behavior (although male R

> T Hummers

> don't stick around to help out, do they?).

>  

> I have seen a photo of one MASSIVE Hummer feeder (out

> West...several

> species simultaneously); the feeder was a 5 GALLON bottle,

> and had to be

> refilled daily.  The photo I saw had more than 50 hummers

> visible!

>  

> Wow...  Bob :-)

>  

> ________________________________

> 

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf

> Of Brian

> Threlkeld

> Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2008 10:03 AM

> To: Birdnotes

> Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

>  

> Of course, the highly aggressive defense of territories

> containing food

> resources that hummingbirds show is an evolution-determined

> trait, and

> that competition also drives evolution.  Ivan's note

> may have reflected

> an impression that Bob had missed that point.  But I

> don't think Bob

> had.  Instead, Bob was simply expressing mild amusement

> that the

> hummingbirds continue to fight when there is a surfeit of

> food that

> renders such competition superfluous.

> 

> To make it clear, the feeders we put out present an

> artificial

> superabundance of food that hummingbirds almost never

> encounter in the

> *natural* world -- a point I suspect Bob and Ivan

> understand perfectly

> well.  Instead, hummingbirds evolved as creatures with

> enormous energy

> needs, living at the very margin of their "energy

> envelopes," in an

> environment where high-quality energy sources are

> comparatively scarce.

> An aggressive defense of a good food source -- say, a bush

> laden with

> flowers -- proved highly advantageous to these birds, and

> was

> evolutionarily reinforced by reproductive success.

> 

> Hummingbirds haven't evolved with the wherewithal in

> their brains to

> distinguish a feeder -- an introduced artifact with an

> essentially

> unlimited supply of food -- from a cluster of flowers with

> a small

> amount of nectar that won't sustain much more than a

> single bird.  So, a

> hummingbird will fiercely defend a feeder, even though *we*

> can see that

> the bird's energy expenditure in that instance gains it

> no advantage.

> That is, if it just sat and did nothing, rather than

> relentlessly

> buzzing the other birds that approached the feeder, it

> would obtain no

> less food.  But hummingbirds have no capacity to recognize

> that a feeder

> is different from a flower in that respect.

> 

> Dozens of hummingbirds will share feeders in certain

> limited areas and

> circumstances.  To the best of my knowledge, this

> phenomenon is

> especially prominent in the gulf coast area, just after or

> before

> migration over the Gulf of Mexico.  When the birds arrive

> in the U.S.,

> they've flown perhaps 500 miles, a flight that takes

> around 20 hours,

> and have depleted the fat that they built up in their

> wintering grounds.

> They may have dropped over half their weight getting over

> the Gulf.

> When they land, feeding and replenishing their energy

> reserves is a

> crucial imperative.  Establishing a territory and fighting

> to defend it

> would be a potentially fatal diversion.  (Most of the birds

> will

> continue north very quickly, a circumstance that also

> renders the

> establishment and defense of a territory inefficient.) 

> Thus, near the

> coast you'll get the impressive, and anomalous, sight

> of dozens of

> hummingbirds simultaneously using a feeder.

> 

> I would also speculate that hummingbirds evolved with

> migration timing

> that sets them down on the gulf coast when a lot of

> southern flowers are

> in bloom -- a tightly-constrained circumstance of natural

> superabundance

> that the birds have evolved to "recognize" as one

> that renders fighting

> for nectar sources superfluous.

> 

> I understand that the birds will also cluster at feeders

> just before

> they take off over the Gulf during their southward

> migration.  Again, in

> that narrow circumstance, fighting over food sources could

> be a

> disastrous diversion of energy, leaving a bird too depleted

> to complete

> the enormously long migration leg over the Gulf.

> 

> 

> ___________________

> Brian Threlkeld

> 107 E Michigan Ave

> Urbana IL 61801-5027

> 

> 217-384-5164

> abt5@columbia.edu

> 

> 

> 

> On Tue, Aug 12, 2008 at 8:53 AM, Vaiden, Robert

> <vaiden@isgs.illinois.edu> wrote:

> Of course:)  But one DOES wonder at what point the activity

> becomes

> counter-productive!  I have a feeling that if I put out 20

> feeders, one

> bird would still try to keep all others out!

> 

> I am also curious of reports I hear of folks who put out

> several feeders

> on the front porch, and get 20-30 Hummers.  How does that

> happen?  Do

> individuals give up fighting under those circumstances? 

> Where's the

> "break point"?

> 

> Bob

> _________________________________________________

> 

> -----Original Message-----

> From: Ivan Petrov [mailto:petrov@mrl.uiuc.edu]

> Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2008 8:46 AM

> To: Vaiden, Robert; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

> 

> Bob what may look like a waste of energy might be a fight

> for survival -

> survival of the fittest :-)

> Ivan

> 

>        -----Original Message-----

>        From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on

> behalf of

> Vaiden, Robert

>        Sent: Tue 8/12/2008 08:17

>        To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>        Cc:

>        Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

> 

> 

>        5 Nighthawks over the prairie at 7:45 Monday night. 

> Many Robins

>        overhead.

> 

>        In the back yard... at least 3 Hummers wasting

> energy fighting

> over

>        feeders and flowers.

> 

>        Bob Vaiden

>  

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From jdunkel at hotmail.com  Tue Aug 12 14:46:02 2008

From: jdunkel at hotmail.com (John Dunkelberger)

Date: Tue Aug 12 14:49:02 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] bobwhite

In-Reply-To: <20080811221820.BLB29286@expms5.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20080811221820.BLB29286@expms5.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <BLU146-W187D64F8909FC52D647C1FB8700@phx.gbl>

There were several (3-4) bobwhite in a field south of the post office out by Wal-Mart in Urbana this morning.

John

-------------- next part --------------
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Tue Aug 12 19:00:03 2008

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Tue Aug 12 19:00:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Muscovy duck

Message-ID: <bfc.40391311.35d37e03@aol.com>

Went to the Middlefork Forest Preserve today and  saw a Muscovy duck.  It was 

black with a visible white wing patch and a  reddish face.  I assume it was 

probably from some local farm.  Not  much in the way of shorebirds up there 

other than Killdeer and Solitary  sandpipers.  Did hear a Black-billed cuckoo.

    Walked into the wetland south of the main part of  the Preserve.  The 

water was up so very little exposed shoreline for  shorebirds and a lot of very 

tall vegetation.  We did see a few Grasshopper  sparrows, some Sedge wrens and 

a group of Bobolinks in their fall  colors.  I wonder if they successfully 

nested in this area this year?

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

**************Looking for a car that's sporty, fun and fits in your budget? 

Read reviews on AOL Autos.      

(http://autos.aol.com/cars-BMW-128-2008/expert-review?ncid=aolaut00050000000017 )

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080812/cdb9fdf8/attachment.htm

From jbchato at illinois.edu  Wed Aug 13 10:44:06 2008

From: jbchato at illinois.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Wed Aug 13 11:06:05 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sangamon Preserve

Message-ID: <20080813104406.BIT73370@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Last weekend John and I went up to see the new Sangamon Forest Peserve. It is indeed a lovely spot. We met a fishing family who raved about the white bass fishing. The Preserve is on both sides of the Sangamon River where it joins Wildcat Slough. This is on 600 E, 2 miles south of Fisher. It is a  mix of open field and immense old oaks. We were there in late morning- not the best time to see or hear birds in mid August, but those oaks should be great or warblers as migration progresses. I'm delighted that this area is will be protected.

The most interesting bird is an addition to the cuckoo discussion. First I heard a Yellow-billed Cuckoo; but then in a different location I saw a Black-billed Cuckoo. He was most obliging, perching in the open to sunbath and spreading his tail so I could see the lack of white and showing off his black bill. Who knows if he was there all summer or is a new arrival. I suspect the later.

Beth Chato

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed Aug 13 10:25:29 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed Aug 13 11:34:02 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <588434.57767.qm@web57112.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Since we are talking about Hummingbirds I thought I'd pass along this set of interesting pictures.

http://www.utahbirds.org/featarts/Hummingbirds.htm

Bernie Sloan

> 

> --- On Tue, 8/12/08, Vaiden, Robert

> <vaiden@isgs.illinois.edu> wrote:

> 

> > From: Vaiden, Robert <vaiden@isgs.illinois.edu>

> > Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

> > To: "Brian Threlkeld"

> <threlkster@gmail.com>, "Birdnotes"

> <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> > Date: Tuesday, August 12, 2008, 2:37 PM

> > I had wondered about "timing" and their

> > behavior...so they might

> > particularly "fight" before migration?  I

> have

> > been thinking more in

> > terms of nesting and territorial behavior (although

> male R

> > T Hummers

> > don't stick around to help out, do they?).

> >  

> > I have seen a photo of one MASSIVE Hummer feeder (out

> > West...several

> > species simultaneously); the feeder was a 5 GALLON

> bottle,

> > and had to be

> > refilled daily.  The photo I saw had more than 50

> hummers

> > visible!

> >  

> > Wow...  Bob :-)

> >  

> > ________________________________

> > 

> > From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> > [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On

> Behalf

> > Of Brian

> > Threlkeld

> > Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2008 10:03 AM

> > To: Birdnotes

> > Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

> >  

> > Of course, the highly aggressive defense of

> territories

> > containing food

> > resources that hummingbirds show is an

> evolution-determined

> > trait, and

> > that competition also drives evolution.  Ivan's

> note

> > may have reflected

> > an impression that Bob had missed that point.  But I

> > don't think Bob

> > had.  Instead, Bob was simply expressing mild

> amusement

> > that the

> > hummingbirds continue to fight when there is a surfeit

> of

> > food that

> > renders such competition superfluous.

> > 

> > To make it clear, the feeders we put out present an

> > artificial

> > superabundance of food that hummingbirds almost never

> > encounter in the

> > *natural* world -- a point I suspect Bob and Ivan

> > understand perfectly

> > well.  Instead, hummingbirds evolved as creatures with

> > enormous energy

> > needs, living at the very margin of their "energy

> > envelopes," in an

> > environment where high-quality energy sources are

> > comparatively scarce.

> > An aggressive defense of a good food source -- say, a

> bush

> > laden with

> > flowers -- proved highly advantageous to these birds,

> and

> > was

> > evolutionarily reinforced by reproductive success.

> > 

> > Hummingbirds haven't evolved with the wherewithal

> in

> > their brains to

> > distinguish a feeder -- an introduced artifact with an

> > essentially

> > unlimited supply of food -- from a cluster of flowers

> with

> > a small

> > amount of nectar that won't sustain much more than

> a

> > single bird.  So, a

> > hummingbird will fiercely defend a feeder, even though

> *we*

> > can see that

> > the bird's energy expenditure in that instance

> gains it

> > no advantage.

> > That is, if it just sat and did nothing, rather than

> > relentlessly

> > buzzing the other birds that approached the feeder, it

> > would obtain no

> > less food.  But hummingbirds have no capacity to

> recognize

> > that a feeder

> > is different from a flower in that respect.

> > 

> > Dozens of hummingbirds will share feeders in certain

> > limited areas and

> > circumstances.  To the best of my knowledge, this

> > phenomenon is

> > especially prominent in the gulf coast area, just

> after or

> > before

> > migration over the Gulf of Mexico.  When the birds

> arrive

> > in the U.S.,

> > they've flown perhaps 500 miles, a flight that

> takes

> > around 20 hours,

> > and have depleted the fat that they built up in their

> > wintering grounds.

> > They may have dropped over half their weight getting

> over

> > the Gulf.

> > When they land, feeding and replenishing their energy

> > reserves is a

> > crucial imperative.  Establishing a territory and

> fighting

> > to defend it

> > would be a potentially fatal diversion.  (Most of the

> birds

> > will

> > continue north very quickly, a circumstance that also

> > renders the

> > establishment and defense of a territory inefficient.)

> 

> > Thus, near the

> > coast you'll get the impressive, and anomalous,

> sight

> > of dozens of

> > hummingbirds simultaneously using a feeder.

> > 

> > I would also speculate that hummingbirds evolved with

> > migration timing

> > that sets them down on the gulf coast when a lot of

> > southern flowers are

> > in bloom -- a tightly-constrained circumstance of

> natural

> > superabundance

> > that the birds have evolved to "recognize"

> as one

> > that renders fighting

> > for nectar sources superfluous.

> > 

> > I understand that the birds will also cluster at

> feeders

> > just before

> > they take off over the Gulf during their southward

> > migration.  Again, in

> > that narrow circumstance, fighting over food sources

> could

> > be a

> > disastrous diversion of energy, leaving a bird too

> depleted

> > to complete

> > the enormously long migration leg over the Gulf.

> > 

> > 

> > ___________________

> > Brian Threlkeld

> > 107 E Michigan Ave

> > Urbana IL 61801-5027

> > 

> > 217-384-5164

> > abt5@columbia.edu

> > 

> > 

> > 

> > On Tue, Aug 12, 2008 at 8:53 AM, Vaiden, Robert

> > <vaiden@isgs.illinois.edu> wrote:

> > Of course:)  But one DOES wonder at what point the

> activity

> > becomes

> > counter-productive!  I have a feeling that if I put

> out 20

> > feeders, one

> > bird would still try to keep all others out!

> > 

> > I am also curious of reports I hear of folks who put

> out

> > several feeders

> > on the front porch, and get 20-30 Hummers.  How does

> that

> > happen?  Do

> > individuals give up fighting under those

> circumstances? 

> > Where's the

> > "break point"?

> > 

> > Bob

> > _________________________________________________

> > 

> > -----Original Message-----

> > From: Ivan Petrov [mailto:petrov@mrl.uiuc.edu]

> > Sent: Tuesday, August 12, 2008 8:46 AM

> > To: Vaiden, Robert; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> > Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

> > 

> > Bob what may look like a waste of energy might be a

> fight

> > for survival -

> > survival of the fittest :-)

> > Ivan

> > 

> >        -----Original Message-----

> >        From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on

> > behalf of

> > Vaiden, Robert

> >        Sent: Tue 8/12/2008 08:17

> >        To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> >        Cc:

> >        Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

> > 

> > 

> >        5 Nighthawks over the prairie at 7:45 Monday

> night. 

> > Many Robins

> >        overhead.

> > 

> >        In the back yard... at least 3 Hummers wasting

> > energy fighting

> > over

> >        feeders and flowers.

> > 

> >        Bob Vaiden

> >  

> > _______________________________________________

> > Birdnotes mailing list

> > Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> > https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Aug 15 02:43:18 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Aug 15 02:43:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: [vsn-stewards] Re: More About Grazing

In-Reply-To: <540778.10255.qm@web56114.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <540778.10255.qm@web56114.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808150229290.13168@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Chris and James,

Also any Audubon people.

Good points all around! :)

I positively LOVE Nachusa Tallgrass Prairie Restoration (TNC).

Chris's post reminds me of an FFA project in an old gravel quarry near 

Potomac Ill. in Vermillian County a LONG time 

ago..

The owner chose to graze some dairy/hibrid cattle in the bottomlands.

The strange thing that I noticed was that the squirrels and birds seemed 

to pick seeds and bugs from the cow pies.

At the time I didn't realize the significance.

This may have an impact on the survivability of the local and migratory 

birds.

This might be a good project idea for some desperate ornithology grad 

student.

We are having a cool August in east central Illinois!

Take care,

Jim Hoyt

Champaign :)

On Thu, 14 Aug 2008, Chris Hauser wrote:

> James:

> ?

> You make a very good point:? even though many of Illinois' prairie remnants are beautiful and diverse, we still might have lost richness and diversity due to lack of grazing, and that these long-lived plants may buffer the species changes for a long time.  I also agree that some of our rarest species seem to rely disturbance - in addition to fire.  All those plant species Todd mentions are still surviving at Nachusa - but not the Upland Sandpiper.  But who knows... Nachusa might still have Sandpipers and those plant species might be doing much better with grazing?  I don't know.  My only point was that in the eastern tallgrass prairie, plant richness and diversity doesn't seem to decline with the removal of grazers to the same extent as it can in the western grasslands.

>

> Chris.

>

>

> --- On Tue, 8/12/08, james_andrew_mcgee <james_andrew_mcgee@yahoo.com> wrote:

>

> From: james_andrew_mcgee <james_andrew_mcgee@yahoo.com>

> Subject: [vsn-stewards] Re: More About Grazing

> To: vsn-stewards@yahoogroups.com

> Date: Tuesday, August 12, 2008, 5:29 PM

>

> Chris,

>

> It has been shown that grazing is necessary to preserve some of

> our rarest plants including the midwestern endemic Prairie Bush

> Clover (Lezpedeza leptostachya) . When cattle were removed from a

> pasture containing Prairie Bush Clover at Nachusa, these plants began

> to disappear. There are a whole host of plants and animals native to

> the Chicago region that disappear when grazing is removed. Todd

> Bittner had previously listed "prairie bush clover, Hill's thistle,

> kittentail, the annual pink milkwort, upland sandpiper, prairie

> dandelion, and short-green milkweed."

> Mammalian grazers leave milkweeds alone. Grazing would likely

> be beneficial to some of our rare milkweed species if they were able

> to set seed. Grazing is also known to increase insect diversity. It

> is possible that pollinators have been lost because grazers have been

> removed.

> Many prairie plants are long lived. In some cases the decline

> may not be apparent because it takes place by attrition over decades

> as is the case with Scurfy Pea (Psoralea tenuiflora).

> Grazing was not only important to the west of our area. Bison

> and Elk historically were present in Illinois and all the way to the

> east coast. Last week I visited the Elk at Busse Woods. It was

> interesting that the buckthorn that had grown at the base of the

> fence were cut in half. No growth was present on the side enclosing

> the Elk. I am curious what would happen if seed of some native

> species was introduced into the Elk exclosure. Maybe some of our

> rare species would thrive there.

>

> Regards,

>

> James McGee

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri Aug 15 06:56:16 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri Aug 15 07:03:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's hawks at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <935361.83635.qm@web65711.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

A little after 6 a.m., still before sunrise, I saw a pair of Cooper's hawks (size would suggest a male and a female) apparently hunting along the orchards just east of Meadowbrook and in the Prairie Play area.? The birds flew in formation, one just off the wing of the other, taking turns leading, flying just inches above the tree tops, and sometimes actually brushing the top leaves.? I know that red-winged blackbirds and probably other icterids overnight in those trees, and was wondering if the hawks were attempting to flush one of them.? 

I've seen Cooper's engage in some interesting hunting behaviors.? Once, while standing on the upper roof of my tri-level stringing Christmas lights, I observed a Cooper's coming toward me, swooping down into yards, and then gliding up over the rooftops, apparently using rooftops to block potential prey from seeing its approach.? In my current yard, I've had a juvenile hide in a thick hedge for several minutes, waiting for birds to return to it (an unsuccessful strategy, as it turns out).? But I've never seen this morning's behavior before.? They certainly are resourceful!

Roger Digges

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Aug 16 19:58:12 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Aug 16 19:58:14 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Parkland Prairie Pond and Parkland College Land


Laboratory

In-Reply-To: <935361.83635.qm@web65711.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

References: <935361.83635.qm@web65711.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808161949330.25435@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

First I heard then I saw a Green Heron at the Parkland College Pond this 

afternoon.

Lots of interesting pond plants.

Later I was walking around the Land Laboratory on the SW side of the 

campus where the water drains off the parking areas.

Saw a Buckeye Butterfly and two crows and read some interesting signs 

about how science is changing the way we eat. One was endorsed by the American Heart 

Association...

Unfortunately saw a black cat which acted a bit feral. With all the 

coyotes around I wouldn't give it much of a chance of surviving the 

winter. Also heard a squirrel screaming at the cat.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================
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===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From n9ds_15 at msn.com  Mon Aug 18 06:36:02 2008

From: n9ds_15 at msn.com (Duston Suits)

Date: Mon Aug 18 06:39:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Another bird I can't identify

Message-ID: <BAY106-W47EACE4C843F939E6F3EC0DE6E0@phx.gbl>

This time I can't see him at all (well, except as a black back-lit blob sitting at the very top of a pine tree), but I did get a recording of his voice.  http://users.invweb.net/~dsuits/voice002.mp3 .  Can anyone tell me what it is?

Thanks as always

Duston Suits

Loami, IL

_________________________________________________________________

Be the filmmaker you always wanted to be?learn how to burn a DVD with Windows?.

http://clk.atdmt.com/MRT/go/108588797/direct/01/

-------------- next part --------------
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From jjokela59 at hotmail.com  Mon Aug 18 08:08:02 2008

From: jjokela59 at hotmail.com (Janet Jokela)

Date: Mon Aug 18 08:13:09 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Allerton Park--Kentucky Warbler

Message-ID: <BAY111-W5525D827B7B678754698F2AF6E0@phx.gbl>

Good morning--

Just wanted to share that on an early morning walk this morning at Allerton Park, I unexpectedly flushed a Kentucky Warbler--don't know who was more surprised, the bird or me!

It popped up out of the ground cover on the path between the visitor's center and the main house, near the brushy "glen" area.

The most common birds singing this morning were Eastern Wood Pewees--also a Rufous-sided Towhee and White-eyed Vireo were heartedly singing down by the Sun Singer. 

Good birding,

Janet Jokela

Champaign    

_________________________________________________________________

Get thousands of games on your PC, your mobile phone, and the web with Windows?.

http://clk.atdmt.com/MRT/go/108588800/direct/01/

-------------- next part --------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Mon Aug 18 09:57:06 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Mon Aug 18 10:04:03 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Another bird I can't identify

In-Reply-To: <BAY106-W47EACE4C843F939E6F3EC0DE6E0@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <401181.72366.qm@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Duston,

Sounds a lot like an Eastern Towhee.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Mon, 8/18/08, Duston Suits <n9ds_15@msn.com> wrote:

> From: Duston Suits <n9ds_15@msn.com>

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Another bird I can't identify

> To: "Birds, Illinois" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Date: Monday, August 18, 2008, 7:36 AM

> This time I can't see him at all (well, except as a

> black back-lit blob sitting at the very top of a pine tree),

> but I did get a recording of his voice. 

> http://users.invweb.net/~dsuits/voice002.mp3 .  Can anyone

> tell me what it is?

> 

> Thanks as always

> Duston Suits

> Loami, IL

> 

> _________________________________________________________________

> Be the filmmaker you always wanted to be?learn how to

> burn a DVD with Windows?.

> http://clk.atdmt.com/MRT/go/108588797/direct/01/_______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From lkowens at uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 18 10:22:49 2008

From: lkowens at uiuc.edu (Linda Owens)

Date: Mon Aug 18 10:23:14 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bremer Sanctuary

In-Reply-To: <BAY111-W5525D827B7B678754698F2AF6E0@phx.gbl>

References: <BAY111-W5525D827B7B678754698F2AF6E0@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <6.1.2.0.2.20080818101939.03cb5718@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Has anyone on this list been to Bremer Sanctuary outside Hillsboro, IL?

If so, is there an area of the sanctuary that is particularly good for 

birding?

I've been intrigued by the place since I first heard about it and have been 

meaning to go there for several months. Now I finally have a chance.

thanks,

Linda

From jbchato at illinois.edu  Wed Aug 20 14:45:03 2008

From: jbchato at illinois.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Wed Aug 20 16:28:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey & Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <20080820144503.BJA53640@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

   Yesterday I took the time to visit the South Fill area of Busey where I hadn't been yet this year. The Park district has been very busy opening up this overgrown area for its eventual savannah restoration. First thing I saw were triplet fawns, their spots almost gone. They were not at all concerned about me and continued grazing. Deer in our area are so well fed that they are producing by threes instead of the more usual one or two fawns at a time.

   Not many vocal birds this time of year. Lots of house wren and several Carolina wren family groups, and Blue-gray Gnatcatcher. The big surprise awaited me as I made my way down the slope to the far side of the west Pond. The remaining open area was full of one inch long frogs. I counted at least two dozen. I think they were newly emerged young of one of the larger frog species- maybe bullfrog or green. They were a solid dark color above and lighter below.

Busey's lack of frogs has long been a mystery. I remember seeing Bullfrog tadpoles in this pond one year in the past, but they do take two years to leave the water. Did this pond have water all last summer as well as this? Suggestions as to frog identity welcome.

   As to Meadowbrook, I was at a meeting there last evening and we found a Robin nest with very young nestlings. They do keep on going. Also a pheasant, lots of Chimney Swifts and several Nighthawks.

Beth Chato

From smithsje at egix.net  Wed Aug 20 21:24:30 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed Aug 20 23:04:56 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <E1KVyzv-0005Jg-3M@mail2.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Today, I found a Song Sparrow nest with four young (maybe a week old) in a tomato plant in our garden.  

A recent fledged Great-horned Owl has been in our yard for about a week.  It shrieks all night long.  When there is still some light, Robins and Red-headed Woodpeckers scold it continously.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-08-20

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug 21 06:44:37 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Thu Aug 21 06:44:58 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Robin roost at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <55811.92325.qm@web65705.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

There were hundreds (500-600) of robins flying out of the orchards this morning a little after 6 a.m.? Maybe I just caught it at the right time today; it was much darker than it has been.? 

Roger Digges
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Aug 22 20:52:22 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Aug 22 20:52:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Birds and restoration equipment

In-Reply-To: <p0624081ec4d33762bd52@[128.174.173.108]>

References: <p0624081ec4d33762bd52@[128.174.173.108]>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808222045100.28262@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Saw a large falcon on North Market Street, North of Town, circling around 

under a highly disturbed flock of Pidgeons.

Was on my way over to the Farm Store on Rt. 45 in Urbana that has a sale 

on Fiskars hand pruners and loppers.

Later I saw a fine kettle of nighthawks over South Race street just west 

of Meadowbrook Park.

The park is in fine flower!

Jim Hoyt :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Sat Aug 23 21:17:25 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Sat Aug 23 21:17:32 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] nightjars

References: <200711191622.lAJGMQev022453@relay8.cso.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF65593703691149932EE@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

There were hundreds of nightjars flying quite low at Meadowbrook tonight; too bad the sun hid behind a cloud before sunset.

Here are some grainy snapshots. 

http://ivanp.smugmug.com/gallery/5772024_WBnkt/1/357603544_9Y3bq

greetings

Ivan

From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Sun Aug 24 13:34:49 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Sun Aug 24 13:34:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] two warblers

References: <200711241801.lAOI1iT8001565@relay5.cso.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF65593703691149932F4@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Two warblers, redstart and Tennessee, and a flycatcher showed up in the backyard today. a few hummingbird as well.

http://ivanp.smugmug.com/gallery/5784744_KTS5b/1/358045142_UM67x#358045142_UM67x

Do you see many warblers?

greetings

Ivan

From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon Aug 25 15:16:53 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon Aug 25 17:01:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Iowa sighting

Message-ID: <30ec30250808251316q67ada73u7207fb2fc9bff1a5@mail.gmail.com>

http://www.theonion.com/content/news/hummingbird_back_at_feeder_again

A model of observational detail for Birdnotes postings.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From jbchato at illinois.edu  Tue Aug 26 16:51:35 2008

From: jbchato at illinois.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Tue Aug 26 17:51:34 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Middle Fork Preserve

Message-ID: <20080826165135.BJG33414@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

I spent yesterday morning at the North Waterfowl area of the MIddle Fork Preserve. As I suspected, the water is low and there are some nice mudflats. Lots of Killdeer and a few each of Solitary, Spotted, Semi-palmated, and Pectoral Sandpipers as well as some Lesser Yellowlegs. Every so often an immature Red-tailed hawk flew over and all the shorebirds took flight.

>From the Observation platform I watched what I presume was a family (4) of Green Herons stalking fish. They were very successful and I watched several goodsized minnows go dawn their throats. There has been a pair there all summer so I think this is a family. Also a half dozen Great Blue Herons but no egrets.

As I was getting ready to leave the parking lot, the Blue Grosbeak  began to sing rather half heartedly from the trees where the old Robison house used to be. When I tracked him down, several similar shaped forms slipped though the heavy foliage giving a distinctive chip. I think he hsa a family, but I never saw two of the birds at once. If any one checks this out, let me know.

Had a Magnolia Warbler in my yard a few days ago, and am being tormented by two different flycatchers. One has faint wing bars and no eyering. The other has a bright eyering, wingbars, and a yellow tinge underneath. I'm thinking Acadian for that one and Willow for the no eyering one. Might also be a young Wood Pewee, but I don't see much difference in size between the two.

Hope to see some of you on Sunday, August 31, for the first Busey Woods Walk-7:30 at the Anita Purves Parking Lot off North Broadway.

Beth Chato

From jbchato at illinois.edu  Tue Aug 26 18:56:10 2008

From: jbchato at illinois.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Tue Aug 26 19:23:12 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] flycatcher update

Message-ID: <20080826185610.BJG42181@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

I have had a chance to watch my flycatcher visitors more closely this afternoon. The two in the yard today are the same small size, ie empidonax. The brighter one's eyering is definately yellow and there is a yellowish wash on its breast. I'm calling it a Yellow-bellied (scratch Acadian), and sticking with Willow for the faint eye-ringed, whitish breasted one. I do wish they would talk to me.

Beth Chato

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Thu Aug 28 12:34:40 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Thu Aug 28 12:38:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Buffalo Trace - Bluebirds and Blue Grosbeaks

Message-ID: <082820081734.26227.48B6E1B00009D5E50000667322070216339D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Sorry for the lateness of this posting. Haven't had much computer time lately.

Checked on the status of the remaining bluebirds on Sunday and saw the grosbeaks as well.  On the east side, the new bluebird nestlings were about 3-4 days old with some time to go yet before fledging. And, as before, the male BLUE GROSBEAK was singing from the usual trees in the n/s hedgerow. At one point he flew out to a small tree at the edge of the sumac area and sang. Then a streaked-breasted, juvenile NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD landing in the same tree. All was peaceful for about 15 seconds and then the mockingbird, in spite of it's youth, flew at the grosbeak and moved him back to the hedgerow. The mockingbird then flew across the prairie to the western trees.  Seeing the grosbeak in the sumac area made me wonder if he/she may have a nest there. They will also nest low in small trees and shrubs. Maybe the sumac qualifies for this? (I've also wondered about the YELLOW-BREASTED CHAT since I had seen him there in the summer as well.) 

On the west side, the male and female bluebirds were feeding their nestlings still in the box...getting ready to fledge any time. I left them alone and started walking back to the car when I spotted the male BLUE GROSBEAK landing in the foxtail some distance from me. I then saw a "brown" grosbeak land near him which I thought looked like a female. They went down into the grasses and disappeared. Then, shortly I saw two other brown grosbeaks nearby in the foxtail. They sat there for a long time partially hidden so I couldn't see wings or tails. I think they were feeding but they didn't move around alot. I decided to walk to the other side where I might see better. When I got there they were out of sight and so I started scanning when suddenly 3 brownish grosbeaks popped up near each other and sat calling. I couldn't believe it! But again, my view at that distance wasn't good. So I thought maybe I could approach them slowly to get a better view.  Before I was able to, some folks appr

oaching them from the opposite direction caused the 3 grosbeaks to take off. They flew away from me further back into the foxtail and I didn't see them after that.  I've never seen juvenile Blue Grosbeaks and I'm hoping that's what they were. If they were fledglings I figured I might have seen them being fed which I didn't.    

Charlene Anchor
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From ckanchor at comcast.net  Thu Aug 28 13:00:39 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Thu Aug 28 13:01:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Buffalo Trace - warblers and fledglings

Message-ID: <082820081800.11504.48B6E7C700062EA800002CF022070229339D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Went back on the 26th and checked the west side box. Bluebirds had fledged and saw the female feeding two of the fledglings in the hedgrow trees.  Decided to walk the trail near I-74 which I rarely do. Warblers seen along the way were AMERICAN REDSTART, TENNESSEE, and MAGNOLIA.  A group of 6-7 BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES were moving along together talking to each other. Later as I was looping around, a family group of between 6-8 BLUE JAYS (kept seeing 4-5 out in the open at once with others in the shrubs) were being wild and crazy making all sorts of sounds. (I thought "murder and mayhem.") I saw one juvenile inside the shrubs with a very pale neck. Two of the jays had missing head feathers. Walking on westward I came upon a tree with multiple TENNESSEE WARBLERS along with two BLUE-GRAY GNATCATCHERS, a WILSON'S WARBLER and a fledgling CAROLINA WREN. 

On the highway trail were also a Great Crested Flycatcher, Cedar Waxwings, Baltimore Oriole, Eastern Phoebe, Eastern Towhee, Gray Catbird, Eastern Wood-Pewee, Indigo Buntings, Robins, and Goldfinch and a few others. Did run across some warblers I was unable to identify also. 

In the prairie, I miss hearing the Dickcissels, Red-wings and Meadowlarks. But the Barn Swallows and Eastern Kingbirds are flying around, the Sedge Wrens are singing along with the Field Sparrows and an occasional Song Sparrow and, of course, the Blue Grosbeak.

Charlene Anchor  
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Aug 28 14:36:14 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Aug 28 14:36:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] September Audubon Meeting (?)

In-Reply-To: <082820081734.26227.48B6E1B00009D5E50000667322070216339D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

References: <082820081734.26227.48B6E1B00009D5E50000667322070216339D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0808281432380.15063@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Does anyone know what the agenda for the September 4th Champaign Audubon 

meeting will be?

Thanks in advance.

Jim Hoyt  :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown
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*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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From roper37 at gmail.com  Fri Aug 29 11:20:22 2008

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Fri Aug 29 11:20:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] black-billed cuckoo

Message-ID: <9b7905150808290920n41fd9cceo1900ec4bb7bfeb4@mail.gmail.com>

Hi all,

We had a black-billed cuckoo for the first time in our yard this morning. It

allowed a few good looks and then disappeared. There was also an immature

catbird and a swainson's thrush.

Sarah Roper

Urbana
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Aug 30 13:15:24 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Aug 30 13:14:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sunday Morning Bird Walk

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080830131014.01ffb4e8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

We are starting the fall Sunday a.m. bird walks tomorrow, Sunday, Aug. 

31.  7:30 a.m. at the Nature Center parking lot, as always. We hope to see 

many of you there! Warblers are coming through--I spoke with somebody who 

had 4 species in his yard this morning.



--Helen Parker

From jbchato at illinois.edu  Sun Aug 31 15:15:20 2008

From: jbchato at illinois.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Sun Aug 31 15:15:27 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 1st Busey Walk

Message-ID: <20080831151520.BJK84157@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Our Sunday morning walks are off to a good start. Perhaps the best birding was from the parking lot. Lured by a variety of species in a dead tree along the Saline, we walked down into Crystal Lake Park. The park however was very quiet.

Returning to Busey Woods, we had several groups of warblers and vireos along the powerline. Returning fall migrants were Willow Flycatcher and several empidonax species; Warbling, Philadephia, and Red-eyed Vireos(red-eyes have spent the summer); Nashville and Black & Wite Warblers; about 6 Redstarts. See Audubon Website (www.champaigncountyaudubon.org) for the complete list.

Most interesting was watching a Chipping Sparrow catch a Painted Lady Butterfly. cut it into bite-size pieces, and feed it to the demanding Cowbird offspring which was 3 times its size. The family also included two young Chipping Sparrows, so these were really industrious parents.

We had great looks at Tiger and Giant Swallowtail butterflies as well as other species feeding on the ironweed, sneezeweed etc in bloom along the powerline. There is a lot of orange jewelweed, complete with Hummingbird. Come join us next Sunday.

Beth Chato

