From threlkster at gmail.com  Fri Dec  1 09:14:56 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Dec  1 09:15:35 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

Message-ID: <30ec30250612010714t5122e198laaa7d48ddcd4c9ac@mail.gmail.com>

Perhaps a measure of the harshness of this morning's conditions is that a

male HOUSE SPARROW in our backyard is clinging to the hanging cage to peck

at the suet.  Around our feeders, they almost exclusively forage on the

ground; I can't remember when I last saw one going after the suet.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From n9ds_15 at msn.com  Fri Dec  1 09:52:11 2006

From: n9ds_15 at msn.com (Duston Suits)

Date: Fri Dec  1 09:52:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Carnivore grackle

Message-ID: <BAY106-F28E5F5F5D2D875DEEF7DD1DEDA0@phx.gbl>

I read that grackles will eat insects, fish, and arthropods, but I witnessed 

one killing and eating another small bird, probably a finch, or possibly a 

sparrow.  Is this common, or has this freak storm caused this behavior?

Duston Suits

Loami, IL

(where the schools are closed, but at least we have electricity)

_________________________________________________________________

Get the latest Windows Live Messenger 8.1 Beta version. Join now. 

http://ideas.live.com

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Dec  1 18:16:24 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Dec  1 18:16:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana Turkeys - Brief Update

Message-ID: <497735.76306.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  One of my brief periodic updates on the status of the Urbana wild turkeys.

  I spotted them the day before Thanksgiving and had several other reports over the Thanksgiving weekend.

  I received an e-mail this AM (Friday) reporting a sighting of a male and female turkey in the snow on George Huff Drive. 

  As usual, please direct questions and comments to me, and not to the list.

  Thanks!

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20061201/636aafe2/attachment.htm

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Fri Dec  1 18:25:57 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Fri Dec  1 18:26:17 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Friday Champaign/Urbana Lakes

Message-ID: <20061202002557.19998.qmail@web52108.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

I went out again today to hunt for whatever may have come in with the north winds.  Here is where I went and what I saw at each location.

Perkins Rd Marsh

Mallards

Gadwall

Wood Duck

Red-tailed Hawk

Northern Cardinals

Song Sparrow

American Tree Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

Dark-eyed Junco

Stone Creek Golf Course

Canada Geese

18 CACKLING GEESE (photos taken, discussion will likely follow tomorrow after I sort through the photos)

Mallards

4 American Wigeons

3 American Coots

Wilson's Snipe

Moorman Swine Ponds

3 Mallards

1 Green-winged Teal

First and Windsor Pond

Mallards 

Canada Geese

5 Buffleheads

"The Ponds on Windsor" Subdivision

NOTHING

Robeson Meadows Subdivision

Canada Geese

Mallards

4 Buffleheads

2 American Coots

Copper Ridge Subdivision

NOTHING

While Driving:

56+ Ring-billed Gulls

European Starlings

a flock of unknown blackbirds

American Crows (South Farms)

Rock Pigeons

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you Yahoo!?

Everyone is raving about the all-new Yahoo! Mail beta.

http://new.mail.yahoo.com
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From smithsje at egix.net  Fri Dec  1 21:11:50 2006

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Fri Dec  1 21:14:38 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] woodcock

Message-ID: <200612020314.kB23EZfW002937@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

I flushed a woodcock out from under feet while deer hunting this afternoon.  Friday.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2006-12-01

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Fri Dec  1 22:24:48 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Fri Dec  1 22:25:11 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mixed flock of blackbirds

Message-ID: <bc8.8ab5fa7.32a25a10@aol.com>

    Drove at lunch time on south Lincoln past the forest plot.  There was a 

mixed flock of blackbirds including grackles, cowbirds, a few redwings, and at 

least 5 or 6 Rusty blackbirds.  Also saw a fairly large flock of gulls that 

flew over.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Dec  1 23:50:10 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Dec  1 23:50:16 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mixed flock of blackbirds

In-Reply-To: <bc8.8ab5fa7.32a25a10@aol.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0612012348090.3197-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

As per Dave's post.

There were a few hundred startlings in the fields around Country Fair 

Drive in West Champaign.

Nothing else seen.

Jim Hoyt 

On Fri, 1 Dec 2006 Birderdlt@aol.com wrote:

>     Drove at lunch time on south Lincoln past the forest plot.  There was a 

> mixed flock of blackbirds including grackles, cowbirds, a few redwings, and at 

> least 5 or 6 Rusty blackbirds.  Also saw a fairly large flock of gulls that 

> flew over.

> 

> David Thomas

> Champaign, IL

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Sat Dec  2 08:56:03 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Sat Dec  2 09:01:16 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV723E48893CB6506FCC3DEC6D90@phx.gbl>

My sparrows eat everywhere.....upside down, right-side up, on the ground, in the air.

Suet, peanuts, thistle, safflower...any season, anywhere.

No, they don't care!

(I'm developing an advanced race!)

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Brian Threlkeld

Sent: Friday, December 01, 2006 9:15 AM

To: Birdnotes

Cc: Weir, Tom; Threlkeld & Stein (Bend)

Subject: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

Perhaps a measure of the harshness of this morning's conditions is that a male HOUSE SPARROW in our backyard is clinging to the hanging cage to peck at the suet.  Around our feeders, they almost exclusively forage on the ground; I can't remember when I last saw one going after the suet.  

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu _______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Dec  2 10:09:50 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Dec  2 12:07:21 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

In-Reply-To: <BAY113-DAV723E48893CB6506FCC3DEC6D90@phx.gbl>

References: <BAY113-DAV723E48893CB6506FCC3DEC6D90@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <30ec30250612020809i6ea2f4c9o14154440df7f0b8b@mail.gmail.com>

A more athletic bunch than ours, it seems.  In any event, I appreciate the

channeling of Dr Seuss's voice.

It also occurs to me that a platform feeder in the backyard of our next door

neighbor (Richard Lampman, an INHS entomologist) usually provides easy

feeding for HOSPs and other birds that favor ground foraging.  If they can

gorge there, then there's surely no reason to fly 20 yards to our place and

waste energy on acrobatics.

That, incidentally, may resolve another conundrum.  As I've previously

mentioned in birdnotes, I *know* that red-bellied woodpeckers are in our

neighborhood, and I've been puzzled that they rarely visit our suet cage, in

contrast to my backyard observations in Columbia, SC, where I saw them at

our suet and seed feeders almost every day.  A week ago, when I was out back

raking leaves, I saw an RBW flying back and forth between the dead wood on

our ash tree and Richard's platform feeder.  It seems reasonable to

postulate that that feeder provides such easy foraging for the RBWs that

they seldom bother hanging onto our suet cage.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On 12/2/06, charlene anchor <charleneanchor@msn.com> wrote:

My sparrows eat everywhere.....upside down, right-side up, on the ground, in

> the air.

> Suet, peanuts, thistle, safflower...any season, anywhere.

> No, they don't care!

>

> (I'm developing an advanced race!)

> Charlene Anchor

>

>

> ----- Original Message -----

>

> *From:* Brian Threlkeld

> *Sent:* Friday, December 01, 2006 9:15 AM

> *To:* Birdnotes

> *Cc:* Weir, Tom; Threlkeld & Stein (Bend)

> *Subject:* [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

>

> Perhaps a measure of the harshness of this morning's conditions is that a

> male HOUSE SPARROW in our backyard is clinging to the hanging cage to peck

> at the suet.  Around our feeders, they almost exclusively forage on the

> ground; I can't remember when I last saw one going after the suet.<https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes>

>

>
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From dktor1977 at yahoo.com  Sat Dec  2 14:20:18 2006

From: dktor1977 at yahoo.com (Daniel Toronto)

Date: Sat Dec  2 14:21:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <002401c7164f$4ad4b570$d1187e82@LeahDodd>

We had some luck at Homer Lake today around noon. Among a gaggle of roughly 75 Cackling and a few Canada Geese we found a female COMMON GOLDENEYE and a dark morph SNOW GOOSE. Our 306th and 307th birds of the year.

Happy Birding,

Dan Toronto
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Dec  2 17:59:54 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Sat Dec  2 18:01:32 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake

References: <002401c7164f$4ad4b570$d1187e82@LeahDodd>

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B03BB1230@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

I ventured out to Clinton Lake early this morning in the hope that the weather had brought some new birds to the area.  Instead, I think the front mostly encouraged what had been on the lake to leave.  It was very icy over there with numerous downed tree limbs and power lines.  The folks at the Deland Casey Store didn't have any power, but they were nice enough to back into their office and give me some ice to go along with a warm soda.

I did have a very late Catbird near the Sedimentation Ponds (which are now completely frozen over).  The lake itself had steam on it which made viewing difficult in most areas.  I had only 1 Common Loon, 3 Horned Grebes, 1 flock of 14 Common Goldeneye and 1 small flock of Lesser Scaup.  There were lots of Bonaparte's Gulls on the lake and I picked through them for awhile, but nothing unusual.  I didn't bird the entire lake -- maybe I gave up to early???

Other species included Cackling Geese, Bald Eagle, Belted Kingfisher, 2 Ruddy Ducks, Great Blue Heron and numerous Pied-billed Grebes.  There are lots of Tree Sparrows around along with quite a few Fox Sparrows. 

Greg Lambeth

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sat Dec  2 23:54:43 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sat Dec  2 23:55:02 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cackling Goose Subspecies??

Message-ID: <20061203055444.23969.qmail@web52113.mail.yahoo.com>

To all who may be interested in the future splits in Cackling Goose (Branta hutchinsii),

    This is something that will likely not have a solution, but I will try my luck with the lists and see what comes out.  

    I have been following all the discussions about how to separate Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii) from Canada Geese (Branta canadensis), and have seen most of the material online about differentiating the two (e.g. http://www.sibleyguides.com/canada_cackling.htm and http://www.oceanwanderers.com/CAGO.Subspecies.html), but have not seen a great amount of discussion about which subspecies are in our area.  I appreciate Michael Retter's posts to IBET about this menacing species.  I have seen some discussion of this on other lists around the nation, but I think we need to spark some discussion here in Illinois to see what comes of our populations.  Maybe I missed the discussions on IBET, and if so I apologize, but I have been following pretty closely.  We should normally expect to see "Richardson's" Cackling Geese (B. h. hutchinsii) here in Illinois, but I suspect that other birds are present among these Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii).  I don't think the range maps for

 Cackling Goose (B. hutchinsii) are really current or reliable at this point.  So, I have been searching for some different Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii) for a while to photograph.  Here comes the fun part.  I saw a flock of 18 Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii) on the 1st of December here in Urbana, IL, and I wondered about the origin of some of them, if not all of them.  Can anyone tell me what subspecies these Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii) are?

http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/geese/stone_creek.html

    If necessary, I can type up my field notes/thoughts on the birds and see if that fixes any mismatches in ID which will likely arise.

    If you feel this discussion should go on list, please feel free to express your opinions to the list as this is likely something that all parties can benefit from.  However, if you are more of a shy type/lurker, you can respond to me off list, I won't be offended.  I would love to hear from anyone with a guess on these birds.  

    Thank you for any responses that can be given, I appreciate all information.

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

____________________________________________________________________________________

Any questions? Get answers on any topic at www.Answers.yahoo.com.  Try it now.
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From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Sun Dec  3 11:16:48 2006

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Sun Dec  3 12:00:32 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20061203111323.04190b80@mail.millikin.edu>

I just watched an imm Peregrine harassing a flock of pigeons on the south 

farms just south of St. Mary's Rd, near the cows and horses.  It seemed to 

be making half-hearted attempts, sat on a fence post at eye level for a 

while, and the last I saw it was heading for the poultry lab east of the 

tennis center.

Appeared very dark underneath.

Ray Boehmer

Urbana

From dougpeltz at comcast.net  Sun Dec  3 15:12:52 2006

From: dougpeltz at comcast.net (Doug Peltz)

Date: Sun Dec  3 15:13:27 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cackling Goose Subspecies??

In-Reply-To: <20061203055444.23969.qmail@web52113.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <001b01c7171f$cba1c4b0$6401a8c0@DOUG>

Bryan,

I'd never heard of this distinction before at all (though I'm not an avid

birder). Because I'm just curious to know how you were able to identify the

flock you saw as Cackling, and not Canada Geese, i.e. what particular

traits, if any, were the tip off, and how quickly were you able to establish

this (like, were you able to just look and pretty well immediately know?)

Thanks!

Doug Peltz

  _____  

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Bryan Guarente

Sent: Saturday, December 02, 2006 11:55 PM

To: Birdnotes; Central Illinois Birding; IL Birds

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cackling Goose Subspecies??

To all who may be interested in the future splits in Cackling Goose (Branta

hutchinsii),

    This is something that will likely not have a solution, but I will try

my luck with the lists and see what comes out.  

    I have been following all the discussions about how to separate Cackling

Geese (B. hutchinsii) from Canada Geese (Branta canadensis), and have seen

most of the material online about differentiating the two (e.g.

http://www.sibleyguides.com/canada_cackling.htm and

http://www.oceanwanderers.com/CAGO.Subspecies.html), but have not seen a

great amount of discussion about which subspecies are in our area.  I

appreciate Michael Retter's posts to IBET about this menacing species.  I

have seen some discussion of this on other lists around the nation, but I

think we need to spark some discussion here in Illinois to see what comes of

our populations.  Maybe I missed the discussions on IBET, and if so I

apologize, but I have been following pretty closely.  We should normally

expect to see "Richardson's" Cackling Geese (B. h. hutchinsii) here in

Illinois, but I suspect that other birds are present among these Cackling

Geese (B. hutchinsii).  I don't think the range maps for Cackling Goose (B.

hutchinsii) are really current or reliable at this point.  So, I have been

searching for some different Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii) for a while to

photograph.  Here comes the fun part.  I saw a flock of 18 Cackling Geese

(B. hutchinsii) on the 1st of December here in Urbana, IL, and I wondered

about the origin of some of them, if not all of them.  Can anyone tell me

what subspecies these Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii) are?

http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/geese/stone_creek.html

<http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/%7Ebguaren2/geese/stone_creek.html> 

    If necessary, I can type up my field notes/thoughts on the birds and see

if that fixes any mismatches in ID which will likely arise.

    If you feel this discussion should go on list, please feel free to

express your opinions to the list as this is likely something that all

parties can benefit from.  However, if you are more of a shy type/lurker,

you can respond to me off list, I won't be offended.  I would love to hear

from anyone with a guess on these birds.  

    Thank you for any responses that can be given, I appreciate all

information.

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

  _____  

Access over 1 million songs - Yahoo!

<http://pa.yahoo.com/*http:/us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=36035/*http:/music.yahoo.com

/unlimited/>  Music Unlimited.
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From jjokela59 at hotmail.com  Sun Dec  3 11:58:48 2006

From: jjokela59 at hotmail.com (Janet Jokela)

Date: Sun Dec  3 16:28:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Danville Crows

Message-ID: <BAY111-F12C4392CA4A23BBB78BBB4AFD80@phx.gbl>

Dear Birders--

Just an update on the Danville crows: on Friday afternoon 12/1 at about 4:00 

PM, the golf course at the Danville Community College/VA Medical Center 

complex was home to many, many crows, 80%+ of them on the ground.  Would 

guess that there were at least one thousand present...but that's a very 

rough guess.  They were around the small building that serves as the 

clubhouse, and then stretched back southward, away from Main St.  More were 

also flying in overhead.

Good birding,

Janet Jokela

Champaign

_________________________________________________________________

Get FREE company branded e-mail accounts and business Web site from 

Microsoft Office Live 

http://clk.atdmt.com/MRT/go/mcrssaub0050001411mrt/direct/01/

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Dec  3 17:54:44 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Dec  3 17:55:05 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Danville Crows

In-Reply-To: <BAY111-F12C4392CA4A23BBB78BBB4AFD80@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850168D67C@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I was driving east though Danville on I-74 this afternoon just as the

sun was starting to set. I observed what looked like several hundred

crows in the air...would have been near DACC/VA.

Also saw about a dozen wild turkeys in a field at the edge of a wooded

close to the southeast side of Danville, just north of I-74.

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Janet

Jokela

Sent: Sunday, December 03, 2006 11:59 AM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Danville Crows

Dear Birders--

Just an update on the Danville crows: on Friday afternoon 12/1 at about

4:00 

PM, the golf course at the Danville Community College/VA Medical Center 

complex was home to many, many crows, 80%+ of them on the ground.  Would

guess that there were at least one thousand present...but that's a very 

rough guess.  They were around the small building that serves as the 

clubhouse, and then stretched back southward, away from Main St.  More

were 

also flying in overhead.

Good birding,

Janet Jokela

Champaign

_________________________________________________________________

Get FREE company branded e-mail accounts and business Web site from 

Microsoft Office Live 

http://clk.atdmt.com/MRT/go/mcrssaub0050001411mrt/direct/01/

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Sun Dec  3 19:55:51 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Sun Dec  3 20:10:28 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

References: <BAY113-DAV723E48893CB6506FCC3DEC6D90@phx.gbl>


<30ec30250612020809i6ea2f4c9o14154440df7f0b8b@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9071A8391@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

"My" Red Bellied Woodpecker clings to the bottom of my "Droll Yankee" tube feeder and pulls sunflower seed out...

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Brian Threlkeld

Sent: Sat 12/2/2006 10:09 AM

To: Birdnotes

Cc: Weir, Tom; Threlkeld & Stein (Bend)

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

A more athletic bunch than ours, it seems.  In any event, I appreciate the channeling of Dr Seuss's voice.

It also occurs to me that a platform feeder in the backyard of our next door neighbor (Richard Lampman, an INHS entomologist) usually provides easy feeding for HOSPs and other birds that favor ground foraging.  If they can gorge there, then there's surely no reason to fly 20 yards to our place and waste energy on acrobatics. 

That, incidentally, may resolve another conundrum.  As I've previously mentioned in birdnotes, I *know* that red-bellied woodpeckers are in our neighborhood, and I've been puzzled that they rarely visit our suet cage, in contrast to my backyard observations in Columbia, SC, where I saw them at our suet and seed feeders almost every day.  A week ago, when I was out back raking leaves, I saw an RBW flying back and forth between the dead wood on our ash tree and Richard's platform feeder.  It seems reasonable to postulate that that feeder provides such easy foraging for the RBWs that they seldom bother hanging onto our suet cage. 

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On 12/2/06, charlene anchor <charleneanchor@msn.com> wrote:


My sparrows eat everywhere.....upside down, right-side up, on the ground, in the air. 


Suet, peanuts, thistle, safflower...any season, anywhere.


No, they don't care!


(I'm developing an advanced race!)


Charlene Anchor



----- Original Message -----



From: Brian Threlkeld



Sent: Friday, December 01, 2006 9:15 AM



To: Birdnotes



Cc: Weir, Tom; Threlkeld & Stein (Bend) 



Subject: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding 



Perhaps a measure of the harshness of this morning's conditions is that a male HOUSE SPARROW in our backyard is clinging to the hanging cage to peck at the suet.  Around our feeders, they almost exclusively forage on the ground; I can't remember when I last saw one going after the suet. <https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes> 

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Dec  3 18:46:03 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Dec  3 20:25:51 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cackling Goose Subspecies??

In-Reply-To: <001b01c7171f$cba1c4b0$6401a8c0@DOUG>

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850168D680@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Doug (and other Birdnoters),

Doug asks of Bryan: "I'm just curious to know how you were able to

identify the flock you saw as Cackling, and not Canada Geese, i.e. what

particular traits, if any, were the tip off, and how quickly were you

able to establish this (like, were you able to just look and pretty well

immediately know?)"

There is a great Canada/Cackling Goose side-by-side comparison photo at

the following site. To me it highlights the differences nicely:

http://www.oceanwanderers.com/CAGO.Subspecies.html 

Size is an immediate giveaway. Also, Canada Goose necks seem longer

proportionally. Bill size/shape is yet another giveaway. If you see an

odd-looking small stubby-looking Canada Goose, it just might be a

Cackling Goose.

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Doug Peltz

Sent: Sunday, December 03, 2006 3:13 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Cackling Goose Subspecies??

Bryan,

I'd never heard of this distinction before at all (though I'm not an

avid birder). Because I'm just curious to know how you were able to

identify the flock you saw as Cackling, and not Canada Geese, i.e. what

particular traits, if any, were the tip off, and how quickly were you

able to establish this (like, were you able to just look and pretty well

immediately know?)

Thanks!

Doug Peltz

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Bryan

Guarente

Sent: Saturday, December 02, 2006 11:55 PM

To: Birdnotes; Central Illinois Birding; IL Birds

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cackling Goose Subspecies??

To all who may be interested in the future splits in Cackling Goose

(Branta hutchinsii),

    This is something that will likely not have a solution, but I will

try my luck with the lists and see what comes out.  

    I have been following all the discussions about how to separate

Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii) from Canada Geese (Branta canadensis),

and have seen most of the material online about differentiating the two

(e.g. http://www.sibleyguides.com/canada_cackling.htm and

http://www.oceanwanderers.com/CAGO.Subspecies.html), but have not seen a

great amount of discussion about which subspecies are in our area.  I

appreciate Michael Retter's posts to IBET about this menacing species.

I have seen some discussion of this on other lists around the nation,

but I think we need to spark some discussion here in Illinois to see

what comes of our populations.  Maybe I missed the discussions on IBET,

and if so I apologize, but I have been following pretty closely.  We

should normally expect to see "Richardson's" Cackling Geese (B. h.

hutchinsii) here in Illinois, but I suspect that other birds are present

among these Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii).  I don't think the range

maps for Cackling Goose (B. hutchinsii) are really current or reliable

at this point.  So, I have been searching for some different Cackling

Geese (B. hutchinsii) for a while to photograph.  Here comes the fun

part.  I saw a flock of 18 Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii) on the 1st of

December here in Urbana, IL, and I wondered about the origin of some of

them, if not all of them.  Can anyone tell me what subspecies these

Cackling Geese (B. hutchinsii) are?

http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/geese/stone_creek.html

<http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/%7Ebguaren2/geese/stone_creek.html> 

    If necessary, I can type up my field notes/thoughts on the birds and

see if that fixes any mismatches in ID which will likely arise.

    If you feel this discussion should go on list, please feel free to

express your opinions to the list as this is likely something that all

parties can benefit from.  However, if you are more of a shy

type/lurker, you can respond to me off list, I won't be offended.  I

would love to hear from anyone with a guess on these birds.  

    Thank you for any responses that can be given, I appreciate all

information.

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

________________________________

Access over 1 million songs - Yahoo! Music Unlimited.

<http://pa.yahoo.com/*http:/us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=36035/*http:/music.yahoo

.com/unlimited/> 
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Dec  3 18:13:38 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Dec  3 20:29:38 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250612020809i6ea2f4c9o14154440df7f0b8b@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850168D67E@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Brian,

I spread feed on the ground to try to keep ground foraging birds

(particularly HOSP) away from my hanging feeders. No matter what is in

the hanging feeders (sunflower seed, safflower seed, premium mixed seed)

there will always be quite a few HOSP on the feeders). Every once in a

while they will aggressively monopolize the feeders to the extent that

other species steer clear. The one exception is Carolina Wren. I have

quite a few in my neighborhood, and if they want a place at the feeder

they will not hesitate to push HOSPs out of the way.

I also have Red-bellied Woodpeckers in the neighborhood (along with

mostly Downies and the occasional Hairy). I have never seen a

Red-bellied on my suet feeder, but on three occasions this season I have

seen one hanging on a hanging feeder.

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Brian

Threlkeld

Sent: Saturday, December 02, 2006 10:10 AM

To: Birdnotes

Cc: Weir, Tom; Threlkeld & Stein (Bend)

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

A more athletic bunch than ours, it seems.  In any event, I appreciate

the channeling of Dr Seuss's voice.

It also occurs to me that a platform feeder in the backyard of our next

door neighbor (Richard Lampman, an INHS entomologist) usually provides

easy feeding for HOSPs and other birds that favor ground foraging.  If

they can gorge there, then there's surely no reason to fly 20 yards to

our place and waste energy on acrobatics. 

That, incidentally, may resolve another conundrum.  As I've previously

mentioned in birdnotes, I *know* that red-bellied woodpeckers are in our

neighborhood, and I've been puzzled that they rarely visit our suet

cage, in contrast to my backyard observations in Columbia, SC, where I

saw them at our suet and seed feeders almost every day.  A week ago,

when I was out back raking leaves, I saw an RBW flying back and forth

between the dead wood on our ash tree and Richard's platform feeder.  It

seems reasonable to postulate that that feeder provides such easy

foraging for the RBWs that they seldom bother hanging onto our suet

cage. 

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On 12/2/06, charlene anchor <charleneanchor@msn.com> wrote:

My sparrows eat everywhere.....upside down, right-side up, on the

ground, in the air. 

Suet, peanuts, thistle, safflower...any season, anywhere.

No, they don't care!

(I'm developing an advanced race!)

Charlene Anchor


----- Original Message -----



From: Brian Threlkeld



Sent: Friday, December 01, 2006 9:15 AM



To: Birdnotes



Cc: Weir, Tom; Threlkeld & Stein (Bend) 



Subject: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding 



Perhaps a measure of the harshness of this morning's

conditions is that a male HOUSE SPARROW in our backyard is clinging to

the hanging cage to peck at the suet.  Around our feeders, they almost

exclusively forage on the ground; I can't remember when I last saw one

going after the suet.

<https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes> 
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Dec  3 20:37:22 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Dec  3 20:37:43 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850168D67E@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

References: <30ec30250612020809i6ea2f4c9o14154440df7f0b8b@mail.gmail.com>


<E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850168D67E@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <30ec30250612031837v604d43j273b7bcab8b766c6@mail.gmail.com>

I probably did not make it clear that I do not have problems at our feeders

with HOSPs; my observation Friday of the HOSP clinging to the suet cage on a

freezing, snowy, icy morning was raised as a matter of curiosity, not

exasperation!

It may be that the local HOSPs have a variety of easier feeding options, and

so don't bother with our feeders.  But when I put up the feeders after we

moved here two years ago, HOSPs initially were at least a substantial

presence at them.  Apart from the suet cage and hummingbird feeders, we have

two out back: a tube with thistle seed, and a rectangular box with sunflower

and safflower.  In an attempt to deter the HOSPs, after a few months I

strung monofilament on both feeders:  from the hanger hinges to the ends of

the perches on the tube, and between long nails that I screwed into the four

corners of each feeder side of the box.  (I hope those descriptions are not

hopelessly obscure!)

It seems to have worked.  I'm wary of indulging in a post hoc ergo propter

hoc erroneous inference of causality, but I just no longer see HOSPs on our

feeders.  Indeed, I sometimes see them approach, but then hover momentarily,

fluttering a few inches from the feeder, before turning away.  A lot of

people have written that monofilament line -- anchored at both ends and

drawn taught, or hanging loose from a single point -- seems to deter HOSPs.

It struck me as an unlikely claim when I read it, but so far my experience

tends to verify it.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On 12/3/06, Sloan, Bernie <bernies@uillinois.edu> wrote:

>

>  Brian,

>

> I spread feed on the ground to try to keep ground foraging birds

> (particularly HOSP) away from my hanging feeders. No matter what is in the

> hanging feeders (sunflower seed, safflower seed, premium mixed seed) there

> will always be quite a few HOSP on the feeders). Every once in a while they

> will aggressively monopolize the feeders to the extent that other species

> steer clear. The one exception is Carolina Wren. I have quite a few in my

> neighborhood, and if they want a place at the feeder they will not hesitate

> to push HOSPs out of the way.

>

> I also have Red-bellied Woodpeckers in the neighborhood (along with mostly

> Downies and the occasional Hairy). I have never seen a Red-bellied on my

> suet feeder, but on three occasions this season I have seen one hanging on a

> hanging feeder.

>

> Bernie Sloan

>

>

>  ------------------------------

>

> *From:* birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:

> birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] *On Behalf Of *Brian Threlkeld

> *Sent:* Saturday, December 02, 2006 10:10 AM

> *To:* Birdnotes

> *Cc:* Weir, Tom; Threlkeld & Stein (Bend)

> *Subject:* Re: [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

>

>

>

> It occurs to me that a platform feeder in the backyard of our next door

> neighbor (Richard Lampman, an INHS entomologist) usually provides easy

> feeding for HOSPs and other birds that favor ground foraging.  If they can

> gorge there, then there's surely no reason to fly 20 yards to our place and

> waste energy on acrobatics.

>

> That, incidentally, may resolve another conundrum.  As I've previously

> mentioned in birdnotes, I *know* that red-bellied woodpeckers are in our

> neighborhood, and I've been puzzled that they rarely visit our suet cage, in

> contrast to my backyard observations in Columbia, SC, where I saw them at

> our suet and seed feeders almost every day.  A week ago, when I was out back

> raking leaves, I saw an RBW flying back and forth between the dead wood on

> our ash tree and Richard's platform feeder.  It seems reasonable to

> postulate that that feeder provides such easy foraging for the RBWs that

> they seldom bother hanging onto our suet cage.

>

> ----- Original Message -----

>

>    *From:* Brian Threlkeld

>

> *Sent:* Friday, December 01, 2006 9:15 AM

>

> *To:* Birdnotes

>

> *Cc:* Weir, Tom; Threlkeld & Stein (Bend)

>

> *Subject:* [Birdnotes] HOSP feeding

>

> Perhaps a measure of the harshness of this morning's conditions is that a

> male HOUSE SPARROW in our backyard is clinging to the hanging cage to peck

> at the suet.  Around our feeders, they almost exclusively forage on the

> ground; I can't remember when I last saw one going after the suet.

>

>
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sun Dec  3 23:12:07 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sun Dec  3 23:12:13 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cackling Goose Subspecies??

Message-ID: <20061204051207.951.qmail@web52111.mail.yahoo.com>

I didn't at first realize that Doug posted this to the whole list, so here is my response that I sent to Doug if others want to read along with him.

=============================================================

Doug,

This is an easy thing for me now, but I have some experience with this species all over the US.  I have lived in PA and in CO for a bunch of years where the white-cheeked goose makeups are much different than they are here.  This has helped, but I think this is a pretty easy call.  Let me refer you first to another page I have made from a previous Cackling Goose encounter.  http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/geese/index.html.  This page was made for the sole purpose of fixing the problem when the initial split was made.  This was the only Cackling Goose reported in our area the year of the split, so I made it a case study of sorts.  Charlene Anchor was really curious about this bird, because she didn't

 think she was able to see the differences that make up Cackling versus Canada.  I took her out to see this bird and it turned out to be easy enough for her to spot this bird after a little bit of a lesson.  So, mine and another's experience is this isn't that hard, but I can say that my sample size isn't very large.

So now for the real crux of your question.  Did I find these birds very easily, or is this a stumble through the Canada Geese and hope to see something really different?  These are for me a very easy bird to spot now.  The way I do it is initially by size.  Cackling Geese are smaller than our local "Interior" Canada Geese by a good amount.  After looking for a flock of geese that are significantly smaller than the locals, you have to do a little more work.  There is overlap between the smallest Canadas and the largest Cacklings, but this is easily fixed by looking at the shape of the bill.  Canada Geese

 have a longish bill while Cackling Geese have a shortish bill, but that isn't all of it either.  I'll explain more with an exercise.

Go get a piece of paper and draw a square on it.  Now draw a diagonal between the upper right and lower left corners.  The triangle below this line is the shape of a Cackling Goose bill.  Now, draw a rectangle that is longer in the horizontal than in the vertical and divide it the same way as you divided the square.  The bottom triangle of the rectangle is what a Canada Goose bill looks like.  I can show you this too.

Look at the original webpage I sent out to the list (http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/geese/stone_creek.html).  Look at the last photo, and without reading the caption which species is this?  Just look at the bill and it will be obvious based on your drawings.  Now scroll up to the previous photo and

 it should be relatively obvious which bird is which.  Now scroll up to the third picture from the top.  How about that bird in the front left?  Which species is that?  (Just so you don't go nuts over this one, it is because of the angle of the photo that you can't really tell.  It is a Cackling Goose, but I only know this because I watched the bird for a while.)

Now, we come to the hardest part of all of this.  The white-cheeked geese in the last photo of the first page I sent you in this email has a great example of how to tell the difference where they overlap, or seem to overlap.  The bird on the left is a Canada Goose and the bird on the right is a Cackling Goose.  First you can tell this by bill shape, but this is more obviously a spectrum now than an obviously bisected range of bill shapes.  So we take the next step to look at the forehead slope.  The forehead slope is a great indicator in my experience. 

 Look at the bird on the left and see how it has a very smooth transition from bill to forehead in terms of drawing a straight line.  This is very Canada Goose-ish.  Look at the other bird and you will see an abrupt change in the line at the bill base where it meets the forehead.  The forehead shape makes the Cackling Goose look like more of an oaf in my opinion, but that is just an opinion, nothing scientific really.  The forehead slope has always been the best indicator for me.

WARNING: DO NOT only use size as your delineator.  After finding a smaller looking bird in your flock of Canadas, make sure to look for other indicators like bill shape and forehead shape.  

If you do a Google search for Cackling Goose Versus Canada Goose, you will come up with a pretty good group of pages to investigate this problem even more and a never-ending flow of pictures that people want identified to species or subspecies much like I did. 

 If you have more questions, feel free to ask me, I would be more than willing to give you more information if necessary.  

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

Cheap Talk? Check out Yahoo! Messenger's low PC-to-Phone call rates.
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon Dec  4 07:57:46 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon Dec  4 07:58:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] No sightings - 10:00 am Mon. radio program

Message-ID: <30ec30250612040557x6241b650k3f53c70d24d4ad95@mail.gmail.com>

WILL's Focus 580 program this morning will be "Wild Birds In Winter,"

featuring as guest Larry Keller, the owner of Wild Birds Inc., of Champaign.

The program's audio, live or recorded, will also be available at:

http://www.will.uiuc.edu/am/focus/default.htm

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20061204/35a55f8d/attachment.htm

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Mon Dec  4 12:22:34 2006

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Mon Dec  4 12:23:02 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cardinals

Message-ID: <20061204182234.53009.qmail@web82906.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Starting to once again build on Cardinal numbers.  Have 13 in my yard right now - maybe 14.  Record is 23, but yesterday I only had 3

-------------- next part --------------
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Mon Dec  4 20:35:13 2006

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Mon Dec  4 20:35:29 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake Trip

Message-ID: <20061204203513.AGH12456@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

You may remember that Audubon had a field trip to Homer Lake scheduled for last Saturday. Since it was 17 degrees I didn't really expect anyone to show up, but I went to the Nature Center meeting place just in case. No one else appeared, but I was up, warmly dressed and the sun was out, so I set out on my own for a rewarding morning at Homer Lake.I tallied 39 species. A flock of about 100 Canada Geese included 5 definite Cackling Geese, 1 blue phase Snow Goose and a female Golden-eyed Duck.Two Ring-billed Gulls circled the lake. In addition to all the usual winter land birds, I had 2 Golden-crowned Kinglets, 4 Eastern Bluebirds, 1 Yellow-rumped Warbler, 1 Fox Sparrow, and two Grackles. The river was well above its banks, flooding the bottomlands, and the sun on the snow and ice made an enticing landscape. One of the best birds of the day was a Towhee at my feeders in the backyard before I left. Haven't seen him since, but my Goldfinches have returned after being gone for abo!

 ut!

 a week, and on storm day I had a Fox Sparrow and a Tree Sparrow in the yard.

Beth

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

From smithsje at egix.net  Mon Dec  4 20:58:43 2006

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Mon Dec  4 21:02:05 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] feeder watch 12/3 & 4/06

Message-ID: <200612050301.kB531rh6010812@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

The following 18 species were observed at our feeders during the feeder period:

Cardinal 6, Goldfinch 40, House Finch 28, Blue Jay 8, Junco 28, White-breasted nuthatch 1, Downy 2, Red-bellied Woodpecker 2, Starling 1, House Sparrow 70, Mourning dove 3, Red-headed Woodpecker 1, Tuffed Titmouse 2, Carolina Chickadee 1, Fox sparrow 1, Cowbird 1, tree sparrow 1, Cooper's Hawk 1.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2006-12-04

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Dec  5 10:15:55 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Dec  5 10:43:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] No sightings - 10:00 am Mon. radio program

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250612040557x6241b650k3f53c70d24d4ad95@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850168D770@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I tried to listen to the archived RealAudio version yesterday at noon

time, but the link took me to the wrong show (something about Medicare).

I reported the problem to WILL and they fixed it last night. So, if you

were unable to listen to this broadcast yesterday, try again today.

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Brian

Threlkeld

Sent: Monday, December 04, 2006 7:58 AM

To: Birdnotes

Cc: Weir, Tom; Threlkeld & Stein (Bend)

Subject: [Birdnotes] No sightings - 10:00 am Mon. radio program

WILL's Focus 580 program this morning will be "Wild Birds In Winter,"

featuring as guest Larry Keller, the owner of Wild Birds Inc., of

Champaign.

The program's audio, live or recorded, will also be available at:

http://www.will.uiuc.edu/am/focus/default.htm

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu 
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Tue Dec  5 20:04:31 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Tue Dec  5 20:04:50 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cackling Goose Subspecies??

Message-ID: <bc1.6c6f119.32a77f2f@aol.com>

    If you really want to get into this topic in more detail I would refer 

you to Harold Hanson's book on the white cheeked geese of North America.  Volume 

one is out and is available, and I believe there are still copies for sale at 

the Natural History Survey.  There are descriptions of the various species, 

subspecies and other varieties of white-cheeked geese.  You may end up more 

confused but it does point out the various distinct populations of geese that 

have evolved over time.  I believe Harold felt that there were six distinct 

species of white-cheeked geese.  While most authorities don't agree with him, there 

is no doubt that he probably knew more about geese, and saw more of their 

remote breeding areas in the arctic, than any other human.  Much of Volume one 

deals with the various habitats that geese breed in.

Anyway, all of this should cause all of us to look more closely at the geese 

that we are seeing in the field, and realize that there are some significant 

differences between various breeding populations (whatever taxonomic 

designation they may finally be given).

David Thomas

Champaign, IL 
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed Dec  6 06:47:15 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed Dec  6 06:54:20 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Oops.  Forgot location of owl.

Message-ID: <874819.30225.qm@web60112.mail.yahoo.com>

We spotted the possible (imaginary?) Short-eared on

the east sidewalk of the park, between mile markers

0.2 and 0.3, moving from west to east.

Roger Digges

____________________________________________________________________________________

Cheap talk?

Check out Yahoo! Messenger's low PC-to-Phone call rates.

http://voice.yahoo.com

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed Dec  6 06:44:56 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed Dec  6 07:11:47 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Early morning owl at Meadowbrook--Short-eared?

Message-ID: <20061206124456.29743.qmail@web60123.mail.yahoo.com>

My wife and I saw an owl in the moonlight at

Meadowbrook at about 5:45 this morning.  While

obviously field marks were difficult to see, the

flight was reminiscent of a Short-eared Owl.  The owl

skimmed just above the bluestem  with a bouyant,

"mothlike" flight.  Its wings were relatively long and

narrow, its head large, and it had no ear tufts.

Wondered if anyone has ever seen a Short-eared there,

or was I just wishful thinking?

Roger Digges    

____________________________________________________________________________________

Yahoo! Music Unlimited

Access over 1 million songs.

http://music.yahoo.com/unlimited

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Wed Dec  6 09:36:37 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Wed Dec  6 09:38:45 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Early morning owl at Meadowbrook--Short-eared?

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B03D5B330@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

Roger:

A nice sighting.  From your description, I would say that either Short-eared or Long-eared Owl are possibilities.  It can be hard to see the ears on owls in flight and both species have a similar flight pattern.  However, it certainly sounds more like Short-eared from your description.

Greg Lambeth

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org]On Behalf Of Roger Digges

Sent: Wednesday, December 06, 2006 6:45 AM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] Early morning owl at Meadowbrook--Short-eared?

My wife and I saw an owl in the moonlight at

Meadowbrook at about 5:45 this morning.  While

obviously field marks were difficult to see, the

flight was reminiscent of a Short-eared Owl.  The owl

skimmed just above the bluestem  with a bouyant,

"mothlike" flight.  Its wings were relatively long and

narrow, its head large, and it had no ear tufts.

Wondered if anyone has ever seen a Short-eared there,

or was I just wishful thinking?

Roger Digges    

____________________________________________________________________________________

Yahoo! Music Unlimited

Access over 1 million songs.

http://music.yahoo.com/unlimited
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Dec  7 13:08:01 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Dec  7 13:16:01 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana turkey update

Message-ID: <107980.27362.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  As usual, please post comments/questions directly to me and not the list.

  There have been several sightings this week...

  There were two sightings on Tuesday. A male and female were in my back yard for about 25 minutes beginning approximately 8:30AM. Someone sighted them again later that day (2:30PM) about a block to the southeast.

  The turkeys were back in my back yard again this AM for about a half hour, beginning about 7:45. They looked cold! Their feathers were ruffled up, and they were doing a lot of standing on one leg, alternating between the left leg and right leg, and holding one leg up against their bodies to warm it up.

  A note that these sightings were not in the Yankee Ridge School area, where they most often are sighted. They were to the northwest, in an area they frequented this past spring and early summer.

  As I was watching them I was reminded of something. In the past month or so several people have mentioned to me the possibility that the smaller of the two turkeys sighted lately might not be one of the original four Urbana turkeys. It seems smaller than the females in that group. I?d wondered about that as well, but thought maybe it was just me. These people are regular turkey observers. Not conclusive proof by any means, but a few veteran Urbana turkey observers are wondering if maybe there isn?t a fifth Urbana turkey.

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Have a burning question? Go to Yahoo! Answers and get answers from real people who know.
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Fri Dec  8 08:50:26 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Fri Dec  8 08:49:24 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Raptors, etc...

In-Reply-To: <107980.27362.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015686D6@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Well...I've SEEN Peregrines before...way up on the church steeple...but

I REALLY saw one yesterday!  It was pulling some sharp turns in the

brisk winter wind at the I-57 and I-72 interchange (around 8 AM) ...and

it was nice and low.  It was quite dark, overall...

I continued driving to Lincoln...the accumulation of snow and ice

between Clinton and Lincoln is amazing.  Unfortunately, I'm no "winter

prairie bird" expert...so all I can say is that there is quite a

Longspur infestation from Champaign to Lincoln along Route 10!

Coming back about 3 PM, passed a small dark blue falcon just east of

Lincoln...obviously a Merlin.  A few miles further east, we passed a

Kestral.  Same Longspurs all over on the way back :-).

Saw a couple of Red Tails too...

Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From n9ds_15 at msn.com  Fri Dec  8 08:56:07 2006

From: n9ds_15 at msn.com (Duston Suits)

Date: Fri Dec  8 08:56:58 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fox sparrow at the feeder

Message-ID: <BAY0-LC2-038431DC92AF996FE3D9647DED30@phx.gbl>

I spotted what appeared to be a single male fox sparrow this morning, I 

guess on his way from there to somewhere else.

Duston Suits

Loami, IL

_________________________________________________________________

Stay up-to-date with your friends through the Windows Live Spaces friends 

list. 

http://clk.atdmt.com/MSN/go/msnnkwsp0070000001msn/direct/01/?href=http://spaces.live.com/spacesapi.aspx?wx_action=create&wx_url=/friends.aspx&mk

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Fri Dec  8 09:18:30 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Fri Dec  8 09:22:23 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Feeder birds

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV138BCFB8374E62DE578862C6D30@phx.gbl>

Only during the more unusually cold weather do I get anything other than the regular "town birds" at my feeder. In the past couple of days I've had both a couple of TREE SPARROWS, a WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW and a WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH.  Also watched a DOWNY yesterday waiting patiently for her turn at the peanut feeder where the HOUSE SPARROWS were feeding. Finally she lost patience, flew at them and landed on the feeder. Whenever any tried to return she raised her wings, ruffled her feathers and jabbed at them...good for her!! Actually I was kind of surprised since my House Sparrows just take over everything and I've never seen them being chased away before.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Dec  8 10:13:53 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Dec  8 10:14:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard Birds

Message-ID: <867787.36606.qm@web57102.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  My back yard has been pretty dead lately, except for House Sparrows and Wild Turkeys. (A couple years ago I never would have dreamed I'd be lumping Wild Turkeys in with House Sparrows as common yard birds!! But they have been common this week).

  A bit more variety this AM...

  American Crow - 6-7

  American Goldfinch - 1

  Carolina Wren - 1

  House Sparrow - 10

  Mourning Dove - 2

  Dark-eyed Junco - 3

  Downy Woodpecker - 1

  Red-bellied Woodpecker - 1 (at sunflower seed feeder briefly)

  Blue Jay - 1, heard

  White-throated Sparrow - 1, heard

  Northern Cardinal - 3

  The crows were unusual. I don't often have crows in my back yard, but I had 6-7 today, on the ground. They were sharing space with about 8-10 Gray Squirrels and a Cottontail Rabbit. The squirrels were making the crows nervous. Every once in a while, for no apparent reason, a squirrel would start chasing a crow. This happened several times.

  When the turkeys are in the yard the squirrels disappear for awhile, and then start filtering back into the yard one by one. But as long as the turkeys are there, the squirrels stick to the perimeter of the yard, never too far from a tree.

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Access over 1 million songs - Yahoo! Music Unlimited.
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From n9ds_15 at msn.com  Fri Dec  8 10:14:10 2006

From: n9ds_15 at msn.com (Duston Suits)

Date: Fri Dec  8 10:17:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Another bad weather behavior I hadn't seen before....

Message-ID: <BAY106-F33BD06ECACAB0305977AF6DED30@phx.gbl>

Another thing I saw during the first couple days of our "Welcome to 

December" last week was when a cardinal was on the ground (male or female), 

some smaller birds, typically house finches, juncos or some sort of sparrow, 

would start pecking at the cardinal's bill, kind of like you see baby birds 

do to get their parents to bring up some food for them.  I hadn't seen that 

before, and they weren't doing that this morning.  Is that another common 

behavior?

Thanks again

Duston Suits

Loami, IL

_________________________________________________________________

Talk now to your Hotmail contacts with Windows Live Messenger. 

http://clk.atdmt.com/MSN/go/msnnkwme0020000001msn/direct/01/?href=http://get.live.com/messenger/overview

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Fri Dec  8 11:28:45 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Fri Dec  8 11:19:59 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey diets - no sightings

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV93E2D9FCE1D311C376F21C6D30@phx.gbl>

Occasionally I read "Door County Advocate," a Wisconsin paper. Roy Lukes, a naturalist, has an interesting column and there are others. Turkey diets were discussed Saturday in a children's section.......

"Given a choice turkeys would live on beechnuts and acorns, but if neither are available, they will eat corn, soybeans, grain and the seeds of grass and evergreens. They like fruit, particularly wild grapes and juniper berries, and they eat buds of trees and shrubs. Increasingly, in our area, turkeys are becoming fond of the food in bird feeders, and crops out in the fields.".....Helps to explain people seeing them around their bird feeders here. It also indicates that turkeys are in Door County eating from people's feeders too.

Turkey gizzards were also discussed: "The gizzard is the end of the esophagus and its function is to grind food. For hundreds of years, scientists have been fascinated by turkey gizzards. A couple of hundred years ago (long before humane treatment of animals was accepted practice) a researcher fed a turkey some pretty bizarre meals - glass balls, lead cubes, tubes of tin - and turkey gizzards ground them all."  .....Maybe we should be watching what they are eating more closely?

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: B.G. Sloan

Sent: Friday, December 08, 2006 10:14 AM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard Birds

My back yard has been pretty dead lately, except for House Sparrows and Wild Turkeys. (A couple years ago I never would have dreamed I'd be lumping Wild Turkeys in with House Sparrows as common yard birds!! But they have been common this week).

A bit more variety this AM...

American Crow - 6-7

American Goldfinch - 1

Carolina Wren - 1

House Sparrow - 10

Mourning Dove - 2

Dark-eyed Junco - 3

Downy Woodpecker - 1

Red-bellied Woodpecker - 1 (at sunflower seed feeder briefly)

Blue Jay - 1, heard

White-throated Sparrow - 1, heard

Northern Cardinal - 3

The crows were unusual. I don't often have crows in my back yard, but I had 6-7 today, on the ground. They were sharing space with about 8-10 Gray Squirrels and a Cottontail Rabbit. The squirrels were making the crows nervous. Every once in a while, for no apparent reason, a squirrel would start chasing a crow. This happened several times.

When the turkeys are in the yard the squirrels disappear for awhile, and then start filtering back into the yard one by one. But as long as the turkeys are there, the squirrels stick to the perimeter of the yard, never too far from a tree.

Bernie Sloan

Access over 1 million songs - Yahoo! Music Unlimited. _______________________________________________
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From sheryl.devore at comcast.net  Fri Dec  8 12:37:23 2006

From: sheryl.devore at comcast.net (Sheryl DeVore)

Date: Fri Dec  8 12:37:45 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Peregrine

Message-ID: <000001c71af7$e88baa60$9eebb843@SherylDeVore>

As I was going to lunch yesterday with some friends, they spotted a raptor

making some mid-air twists and turns over 3rd St, just east of John and

south of Green next to the Tower at 3rd (formerly University Tower).  It was

a PEREGRINE FALCON. I think the bird had been seen at least once earlier

this fall/winter in this same area.  The bird appeared to be a normal

plumaged Peregrine, not like a dark bird that some folks have reported.

            I also had four EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVES in their usual spot near

the grain elevators at Leverett north of Urbana on my way into work

yesterday morning.  They were on the utility line in front of a house on the

north side of Leverett Rd. (CR 2125N), just northeast across the road from

the north end of the elevators.  There is almost always one or more on this

utility line, on the utility line adjacent to the east side of the elevators

or feeding on the ground on spilled corn next to the elevators.

Steve Bailey

Rantoul

-------------- next part --------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Dec  8 12:39:00 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Dec  8 12:39:05 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey diets - no sightings

In-Reply-To: <BAY113-DAV93E2D9FCE1D311C376F21C6D30@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0612081234420.28239-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Charlene and others,

I once read a, US Fish and Wildlife Service, report (based on hunter check 

station data) that showed some Kentuckey Coffee Tree seeds in its diet.

Jim 

On Fri, 8 Dec 2006, charlene anchor wrote:

> Occasionally I read "Door County Advocate," a Wisconsin paper. Roy Lukes, a naturalist, has an interesting column and there are others. Turkey diets were discussed Saturday in a children's section.......

> "Given a choice turkeys would live on beechnuts and acorns, but if neither are available, they will eat corn, soybeans, grain and the seeds of grass and evergreens. They like fruit, particularly wild grapes and juniper berries, and they eat buds of trees and shrubs. Increasingly, in our area, turkeys are becoming fond of the food in bird feeders, and crops out in the fields.".....Helps to explain people seeing them around their bird feeders here. It also indicates that turkeys are in Door County eating from people's feeders too.

> 

> Turkey gizzards were also discussed: "The gizzard is the end of the esophagus and its function is to grind food. For hundreds of years, scientists have been fascinated by turkey gizzards. A couple of hundred years ago (long before humane treatment of animals was accepted practice) a researcher fed a turkey some pretty bizarre meals - glass balls, lead cubes, tubes of tin - and turkey gizzards ground them all."  .....Maybe we should be watching what they are eating more closely?

> 

> Charlene Anchor

> 

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: B.G. Sloan

> Sent: Friday, December 08, 2006 10:14 AM

> To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard Birds

> 

>   

> My back yard has been pretty dead lately, except for House Sparrows and Wild Turkeys. (A couple years ago I never would have dreamed I'd be lumping Wild Turkeys in with House Sparrows as common yard birds!! But they have been common this week).

>   

> A bit more variety this AM...

>   

> American Crow - 6-7

> American Goldfinch - 1

> Carolina Wren - 1

> House Sparrow - 10

> Mourning Dove - 2

> Dark-eyed Junco - 3

> Downy Woodpecker - 1

> Red-bellied Woodpecker - 1 (at sunflower seed feeder briefly)

> Blue Jay - 1, heard

> White-throated Sparrow - 1, heard

> Northern Cardinal - 3

>   

> The crows were unusual. I don't often have crows in my back yard, but I had 6-7 today, on the ground. They were sharing space with about 8-10 Gray Squirrels and a Cottontail Rabbit. The squirrels were making the crows nervous. Every once in a while, for no apparent reason, a squirrel would start chasing a crow. This happened several times.

>   

> When the turkeys are in the yard the squirrels disappear for awhile, and then start filtering back into the yard one by one. But as long as the turkeys are there, the squirrels stick to the perimeter of the yard, never too far from a tree.

>   

> Bernie Sloan

> 

> 
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===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Fri Dec  8 12:59:36 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Fri Dec  8 12:59:47 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey diets - no sightings

In-Reply-To: <BAY113-DAV93E2D9FCE1D311C376F21C6D30@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850168D9B3@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I've been thinking they might have industrial strength gizzards. When I

was watching them yesterday morning in my yard they were bolting down

safflower seed and sunflower seed (both black oil and regular) whole,

hulls and all. A couple of weeks ago I watched them eating acorns, and

they were swallowing them whole as well, hulls and all.

Sometimes I will see them pecking away vigorously on someone's lawn.

When I walk over to the lawn, I usually don't see anything. Maybe grass

seed?

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of charlene

anchor

Sent: Friday, December 08, 2006 11:29 AM

To: B.G. Sloan; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey diets - no sightings

Occasionally I read "Door County Advocate," a Wisconsin paper. Roy

Lukes, a naturalist, has an interesting column and there are others.

Turkey diets were discussed Saturday in a children's section.......

"Given a choice turkeys would live on beechnuts and acorns, but if

neither are available, they will eat corn, soybeans, grain and the seeds

of grass and evergreens. They like fruit, particularly wild grapes and

juniper berries, and they eat buds of trees and shrubs. Increasingly, in

our area, turkeys are becoming fond of the food in bird feeders, and

crops out in the fields".....Helps to explain people seeing them around

their bird feeders here It also indicates that turkeys are in Door

County eating from people's feeders too.

Turkey gizzards were also discussed: "The gizzard is the end of the

esophagus and its function is to grind food. For hundreds of years,

scientists have been fascinated by turkey gizzards. A couple of hundred

years ago (long before humane treatment of animals was accepted

practice) a researcher fed a turkey some pretty bizarre meals - glass

balls, lead cubes, tubes of tin - and turkey gizzards ground them all."

.....Maybe we should be watching what they are eating more closely?

Charlene Anchor


----- Original Message -----


From: B.G. Sloan


Sent: Friday, December 08, 2006 10:14 AM


To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard Birds


My back yard has been pretty dead lately, except for House

Sparrows and Wild Turkeys. (A couple years ago I never would have

dreamed I'd be lumping Wild Turkeys in with House Sparrows as common

yard birds!! But they have been common this week).


A bit more variety this AM...


American Crow - 6-7


American Goldfinch - 1


Carolina Wren - 1


House Sparrow - 10


Mourning Dove - 2


Dark-eyed Junco - 3


Downy Woodpecker - 1


Red-bellied Woodpecker - 1 (at sunflower seed feeder briefly)


Blue Jay - 1, heard


White-throated Sparrow - 1, heard


Northern Cardinal - 3


The crows were unusual. I don't often have crows in my back

yard, but I had 6-7 today, on the ground. They were sharing space with

about 8-10 Gray Squirrels and a Cottontail Rabbit. The squirrels were

making the crows nervous. Every once in a while, for no apparent reason,

a squirrel would start chasing a crow. This happened several times.


When the turkeys are in the yard the squirrels disappear for

awhile, and then start filtering back into the yard one by one. But as

long as the turkeys are there, the squirrels stick to the perimeter of

the yard, never too far from a tree.


Bernie Sloan

________________________________
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From germanfury at hotmail.com  Fri Dec  8 13:17:23 2006

From: germanfury at hotmail.com (Jeff Horn)

Date: Fri Dec  8 13:17:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] bald eagle

Message-ID: <BAY128-F2BB3C39AEAED240A527B2C5D30@phx.gbl>

I have not been checking birdnotes, so sorry if this is not new....  There's 

an immature bald eagle at River Bend Forest Preserve.

_________________________________________________________________
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Fri Dec  8 10:46:29 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Dec  8 16:20:47 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] YB Sapsucker

Message-ID: <30ec30250612080846ye82dbe6t7f00ca6fe64a5a8b@mail.gmail.com>

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER

8:15 a.m. & 9:20 a.m.

Fri., 8 Dec. 2006

I heard this bird when I went out to scrape the cars.  The call was spot-on

with the recording available at the Cornell Lab's site (<

http://www.birds.cornell.edu/AllAboutBirds/BirdGuide/Yellow-bellied_Sapsucker_dtl.html>)

-- the "catlike 'meeyah' " described in Kaufman.  It was foraging fruit from

the crabapple (?) trees by the driveway, and also flew to the dead wood on

our backyard ash.  (When it flew to a large tree by our neighbor's driveway,

through the binoculars I saw that it was foraging by rows of old sapsucker

holes.)  The field marks were not the easiest to make out, with the bird

fluffed up against the cold (still about 10 F. then?), but I could see the

red chin, striped face, bold white stripes down the folded wings, mottled

black-and-white back, and light yellow wash on belly and back (where it's

sort of like a highlighting).  There wasn't a lot of red apart from the

chin, so my guess is this was a juvenile male.

I think this is my first sighting of the YBS -- certainly, my first for our

backyard.  A fun addition to our usual suspects.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20061208/c1527ba9/attachment.htm

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Fri Dec  8 16:54:41 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Fri Dec  8 16:54:44 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Peregrine

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B03D5B34E@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

I finally had the Peregrine Falcon at 3:30pm on Friday afternoon.  It was perched on the North side of Sherman Hall which is on Daniel and Fifth Street.  The bird was just below the top of the building between the top set of windows and the air conditioning vents.  It wasn't easy to spot there because the vents are dark and the upper half of the bird's body was against the vents.  I think it's interesting that last year's bird was found perched on this building several times, in fact, the same floor of the same building.  Seems like good evidence that this is the same bird.

Greg Lambeth

-------------- next part --------------
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Dec  9 13:53:08 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Sat Dec  9 14:01:57 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Merlin

References: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B03D5B34E@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B03BB1246@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

I had a Merlin this morning in Urbana.  It was about 2 blocks West of Lincoln and 1 block South of Kirby perched at the top of a tree.  The bird was just West of the athletic fields.

Greg Lambeth

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Sat Dec  9 18:54:35 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Sat Dec  9 18:54:57 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Local raptors--Peregrine, Merlin,


Bald Eagle and Rough-legged Hawk

Message-ID: <156927.50269.qm@web60115.mail.yahoo.com>

My wife Cathy and I ran our first Raptor Survey Route

mid-day today.  On the route itself we saw a MERLIN

about 3 1/2 miles northwest of the northwest corner of

Lodge Park in Piatt County, and two adult BALD EAGLES

perched above the south shore of Clinton Lake just

west of the DeWitt Bridge.  On the way to the

beginning of our route, we got an excellent view of a

PEREGRINE FALCON near the intersection of Cunningham

and Perkins in north Urbana.  It flew across

Cunningham right in front of our van, and perched in a

tree on the west side of the road.  Coming home from

Clinton Lake we had a light morph ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK on

perched precariously on a tiny tree on the north side

of Illinois 54 between Illinois 48 and Parnell. 

Although unfortunately the Peregrine and Rough-legged

didn't "count" for our survey, they still helped make

for a lovely quartet of raptors in addition to the

Red-tails and Kestrels.

Roger Digges    

____________________________________________________________________________________

Any questions? Get answers on any topic at www.Answers.yahoo.com.  Try it now.

From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Sat Dec  9 19:17:30 2006

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Sat Dec  9 19:22:23 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake CBC no sightings

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20061209191630.02b448e0@mail.kspei.com>

Hello Birdnoters, The Clinton Lake CBC will be Tues Jan 2, 2007.  Rhetta 

Jack, Springfield, IL

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sun Dec 10 00:05:35 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sun Dec 10 00:05:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Saturday Afternoon in Busey Woods

In-Reply-To: <5.2.0.9.2.20061209191630.02b448e0@mail.kspei.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0612092354370.4232-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Cold day with more people than birds.

Walked around Busey Woods (Counter Clockwise from APNC, west on power line 

ROW, past Prairie Savanna, South on Coler Ave, East thru South Fill, and 

NE down hill past burn to APNC again.

Best Bird

One Great Horned Owl in South Fill.

Piled a few logs on piles.

Hope they provide a bit of winter cover for birds.

Others,

3 Cardinals near SE Boardwalk brush piles.

Also one buck and maybe 10 does in South Fill and sedge swamp 

area. Very tame...

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sun Dec 10 09:30:06 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sun Dec 10 09:37:00 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana turkeys on the move

Message-ID: <56712.21230.qm@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Looks like the Urbana wild turkeys are taking a little trip.

  For a couple of months, at least, they've been hanging in the general vicinity of Yankee Ridge School, with occasional short side trips.

  This past week they had been hanging out a lot in my back yard, which is to the northwest of their "old" territory. And it seems like they've been moving steadily northwest, according to the following list of sightings:

  Thursday, 7:45AM, Colorado & Anderson (my back yard); 

  Friday, 9:15AM, along Race, a couple of blocks south of Florida; 

  Friday, 2:30PM, Carle & Delaware; 

  Saturday, 3:35PM, 600 block of West Indiana (practically on the UIUC campus)

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Check out the all-new Yahoo! Mail beta - Fire up a more powerful email and get things done faster.
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Sun Dec 10 14:46:50 2006

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Sun Dec 10 14:47:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend birds

Message-ID: <20061210144650.AGQ35681@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Yesterday I headed out to Riverbend, figuring that it was the closest body of water that would  not be frozen. I was rewarded by the sight of 3 immature Mute Swans, many Canada Geese, 6 or so mallards,and one coot. Most exciting, a Peregrine Falcon was earning its old name of Duck Hawk by diving after one of those mallards. He missed,veered off and disappeared, leaving the mallard shaking out its feathers. Seems as if we are have a real resurgence of these exciting falcons in our area.

Another hawk adventure was in my yard last week when we were visited by a Cooper's Hawk. He too was unsucessful, and flew to perch in our apricot tree. Much to my surprise two squirrels teamed up and ran up the branch right at him chasing him off the tree and out of the yard. The hawk doesn't come by often, perhaps because I have enough protective cover in the yard to reduce his hunting success.

Thanks to all who helped with the Audubon Seed sale out at Prairieland Feeds in November. Results are now in in the form of a check for $450 as our share. This is about double our last year's proceeds. Remember you can purchase bird seed and help Audubon throughout the season by calling Chatos.

Beth

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sun Dec 10 15:09:58 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sun Dec 10 15:20:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend birds

Message-ID: <c16.a2d099b.32add1a6@aol.com>

    Beth, are you sure those were Mute Swans?  I thought they were juvenile 

TRUMPETER SWANS.  The three had yellow neck bands (U18, U19, and U21 - not sure 

what happened to U20).  They also had a yellow band on the right leg and a 

silver band on the left leg.  The top of the bill had a pointed border. 

    Saw lots of Mallards and Canada geese.  Also a small flock of very small 

geese that may have been Cackling geese.  Among the mallards were a pair of 

GADWALL, and one BLACK DUCK.  Also saw out there a MERLIN (it came out of the 

underbrush after a group of Juncos, Tree sparrows and Cardinals that I had 

called up).  Saw a ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK as I was leaving the park.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

In a message dated 12/10/2006 2:47:25 PM Central Standard Time, 

jbchato@uiuc.edu writes:

Birdnoters,

Yesterday I headed out to Riverbend, figuring that it was the closest body of 

water that would  not be frozen. I was rewarded by the sight of 3 immature 

Mute Swans, many Canada Geese, 6 or so mallards,and one coot. Most exciting, a 

Peregrine Falcon was earning its old name of Duck Hawk by diving after one of 

those mallards. He missed,veered off and disappeared, leaving the mallard 

shaking out its feathers. Seems as if we are have a real resurgence of these 

exciting falcons in our area.

Another hawk adventure was in my yard last week when we were visited by a 

Cooper's Hawk. He too was unsucessful, and flew to perch in our apricot tree. 

Much to my surprise two squirrels teamed up and ran up the branch right at him 

chasing him off the tree and out of the yard. The hawk doesn't come by often, 

perhaps because I have enough protective cover 
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Mon Dec 11 09:09:05 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Mon Dec 11 09:10:22 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Yellow-rumped Warbler

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B03D5B354@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

I did a little bit of scouting for the Champaign CBC on Sunday morning. It was fairly quiet despite the warm temperatures.  I had a Yellow-rumped Warbler and a Black Duck (1st Street pond) as well as a possible Red-shouldered Hawk at Meadowbrook.  I had a RS Hawk there about a month ago, but didn't see this bird well enough to be certain.  Hopefully, we get a good look at it on Saturday.

Greg Lambeth

-------------- next part --------------
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Mon Dec 11 09:20:44 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Mon Dec 11 09:50:28 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Christmas bird count Saturday

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20061211091733.04d353d0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

If you have not already done so, please let me know ASAP if you are 

planning to participate in the Champaign Count count Saturday, so that I 

can decide on who will need to be where.  Thanks.




--Helen Parker, compiler

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Mon Dec 11 10:06:21 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Mon Dec 11 10:13:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign County: 3 Juvenile Trumpeter Swans

Message-ID: <20061211160621.94824.qmail@web52105.mail.yahoo.com>

Birders,

I went out this morning in search of the three swans reported at Riverbend County Forest Preserve in Mahomet, Champaign County, IL.  The original report was made on Saturday by Beth Chato, with a follow-up by Dave Thomas, both of Champaign.  For those who don't know, Riverbend's water body is a semi-reclaimed gravel pit, so this body of water is VERY deep except on the edges.  The depth of water present makes it a nice place to search for birds this time of year when other water bodies may be frozen solid.  

The three birds were still present this morning and photos were taken.  The three swans are definitely juvenile Trumpeter Swans as Dave Thomas reported.  I viewed these birds from 7:45am until 8:34am in the steady drizzle.  I saw all the Trumpeter Swan field marks necessary to ID these birds with certainty.  I report these birds because they are not a common occurence in winter here in East Central Illinois, especially in the large water body deprived counties like Champaign.

Field Notes:

V-shaped feather border on top of bill

Rounded back with the peak closer to the center of the bird from front to back than the rear

Straight maxilla

Black base of the mostly blackish/dark bill

Black legs

Straight line between base of mandible and eye

YELLOW collars with BLACK lettering (18U, 19U, 21U)

Yellow collars are actually the clincher in this case, but I took the time anyway to ID these birds because we don't get much chance to observe these birds in Champaign County.  For those who don't know yellow, red, and green collars are reserved for Trumpeter Swans, while gray, blue, and black are reserved for Tundra Swans.  Mute Swans are rarely collared, and if they are they use white collars.  

If anyone knows of places to report swan collar codes to aside from Patuxent Bird Band Database, I would love to hear about it so I can report these birds.  I have already reported the birds to Patuxent, but thought the information might be better placed with a source closer to the collaring of Swans.  

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

____________________________________________________________________________________

Need a quick answer? Get one in minutes from people who know.

Ask your question on www.Answers.yahoo.com
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From n9ds_15 at msn.com  Mon Dec 11 16:10:12 2006

From: n9ds_15 at msn.com (Duston Suits)

Date: Mon Dec 11 16:12:21 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Unidentified feeder bird

Message-ID: <BAY106-F2035B4C34EA72742A72532DED00@phx.gbl>

I reported a fox sparrow at my feeder last week, and today I saw for of a 

different variety which I couldn't identify using my book.  They were medium 

small, the size of a large sparrow, back mostly dark brown with some white 

speckles, and a light colored front mostly covered with dark spots (which 

made the front appear dark too).  Three of them had two conspicuous white 

bars running parallel to their spine part of the length of their backs, two 

didn't (I'm guessing male vs. female).  They also had lighter colored eye 

bands and a lighter colored band right across the top of their heads (a la 

"Mohawk").  It wasn't white like a white crowned sparrow either, just 

grayish.

Any suggestions?

Thanks as always

Duston Suits

Loami, IL

_________________________________________________________________

View Athlete’s Collections with Live Search 

http://sportmaps.live.com/index.html?source=hmemailtaglinenov06&FORM=MGAC01

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Tue Dec 12 01:57:18 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Tue Dec 12 01:57:24 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Unidentified feeder bird

In-Reply-To: <BAY106-F2035B4C34EA72742A72532DED00@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0612120140570.30487-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Dustin,

Nice to have another birder posting near Springfield!

We may be giving IBET a run for their money. ;)

My feeling is this may be a Vesper Sparrow?

Second pick Field sparrow...but usually doesn't have the eye ring.

Feliz Navidad,

Jim :)

PS. Don't know which ID book you are using.

    I have the Sibley Eastern Edition and a Golden Press Field Guide to 

    Birds of NA. My National Geographic doesn't help much.

PPS. Shame on me...My Sibley's of NA is in the trunk of my car...

On Mon, 11 Dec 2006, Duston Suits wrote:

> I reported a fox sparrow at my feeder last week, and today I saw for of a 

> different variety which I couldn't identify using my book.  They were medium 

> small, the size of a large sparrow, back mostly dark brown with some white 

> speckles, and a light colored front mostly covered with dark spots (which 

> made the front appear dark too).  Three of them had two conspicuous white 

> bars running parallel to their spine part of the length of their backs, two 

> didn't (I'm guessing male vs. female).  They also had lighter colored eye 

> bands and a lighter colored band right across the top of their heads (a la 

> "Mohawk").  It wasn't white like a white crowned sparrow either, just 

> grayish.

> 

> Any suggestions?

> 

> Thanks as always

> Duston Suits

> Loami, IL

> 

> _________________________________________________________________

> View Athlete?s Collections with Live Search 

> http://sportmaps.live.com/index.html?source=hmemailtaglinenov06&FORM=MGAC01

> 
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> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org
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James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Tue Dec 12 03:06:12 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Tue Dec 12 03:06:58 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Staying up late watching Animal Planet (No bird


sightings)

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0612120253020.30870-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Gardeners and bird lovers,

Funny thing about watching "Animal Planet" on Cable TV.

Gardening and western music rears its beautiful noggin in the strangest 

places.

This was on the "Back Yard Habitat" show which is sponsored by the 

National Wildlife Federation.

Wynona Judd was singing and helping needy children to learn gardening 

techniques.

It also showed how one can make a hanging basket which can allow a Morning 

Dove to nest by planting pansies around the perifery but leaving a place 

in the middle for the doves...

The children had the opportunity to see a small Screech Owl and learn 

about its lifestyle and ecology.

There was also some mention of Ruby Throated Hummingbirds which love 

Monarda and other red colored plants.

Feliz Navidad,

Jim :)

Champaign County

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue Dec 12 10:08:21 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Tue Dec 12 10:21:38 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B03D5B35E@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

The Peregrine Falcon was on the North side of Sherman Hall at the corner of 5th and Daniels again this morning at 10:00am.  Hopefully, s/he will there on Saturday. I'll try to get a "count period" observation this week.  Does the count week begin on Wednesday or Thursday?

Greg Lambeth

From rem at uiuc.edu  Tue Dec 12 11:10:23 2006

From: rem at uiuc.edu (Robert E Miller)

Date: Tue Dec 12 11:10:36 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend

Message-ID: <20061212111023.AGG99687@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

Dear Birders,

Could someone direct me to the Riverbend near Mahomet?  Thanks,

Bob Miller

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Tue Dec 12 19:27:23 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Tue Dec 12 19:27:42 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

Message-ID: <bce.96ffca0.32b0b0fb@aol.com>

In a message dated 12/12/2006 10:21:50 AM Central Standard Time, 

lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu writes:

The Peregrine Falcon was on the North side of Sherman Hall at the corner of 

5th and Daniels again this morning at 10:00am.  Hopefully, s/he will there on 

Saturday. I'll try to get a "count period" observation this week.  Does the 

count week begin on Wednesday or Thursday?

Greg Lambeth

_______________________________________________

    Greg, was the bird you saw an adult?  I saw a Peregrine at lunch time on 

south Lincoln near the stream crossing on the road.  It was a heavily streaked 

juvenile.  It ended up making a few dives at a Redtail that had landed in the 

same tree and then took off.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

-------------- next part --------------
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From rob.kanter at gmail.com  Tue Dec 12 21:01:35 2006

From: rob.kanter at gmail.com (Rob Kanter)

Date: Tue Dec 12 21:01:43 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Trumpeter Swans Still Present at Riverbend Today

Message-ID: <963b67030612121901s639c9616he582b702acd04434@mail.gmail.com>

This is just to say that the three juvenile trumpeter swans were still

on the lake at Riverbend this afternoon at 3:45, very near the boat

ramp. Also present were a pair of goldeneye that took off as I

arrived.

If you intend to look for the swans in the afternoon you should know

that the Forest Preserve District locks the gate to the boat ramp road

at 4:00 (or at least there was a guy there to do that today).

-- 

Rob Kanter

(217) 621-2934

rob.kanter@gmail.com

From jdunkel at hotmail.com  Tue Dec 12 22:44:03 2006

From: jdunkel at hotmail.com (John Dunkelberger)

Date: Tue Dec 12 22:44:22 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

In-Reply-To: <bce.96ffca0.32b0b0fb@aol.com>

Message-ID: <BAY109-F2A2A351C07AE401709CB5B8D60@phx.gbl>

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed Dec 13 12:09:03 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed Dec 13 13:09:23 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook AM

Message-ID: <451375.64230.qm@web57112.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  While walking to Meadowbrook and through Meadowbrook this AM I heard 4-6 Carolina Wrens singing quite a bit. There was a dueling pair...one was in a tree near the Meadowbrook farmhouse and the other was across the road in Forestry. The wren in Meadowbrook would sing for a bit, and then the one in Forestry would answer it. Then the one in Meadowbrook would start up again. Sounded like Spring.  

  I've also noticed more signs of beaver activity in Meadowbrook. Quite a few fresh willow sapling stumps along McCullough creek, especially between Windsor road and the pedestrian bridge.

  Sightings in the fog:

  Coopers Hawk - 1

  Red-tailed Hawk - 1

  Eastern Bluebird - 1 (heard)

  Cedar Waxwing - 20 (flyover)

  American Goldfinch - many

  European Starling - 25

  House Sparrow - 2

  Song Sparrow - several

  White-breasted Nuthatch - 1

  Downy Woodpecker - 1

  Mourning Dove - 3

  American Crow - 7

  Blue Jay - 1

  Ring-necked Pheasant - several (heard)

  House Finch - 1

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________
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Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
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From dolson at ccfpd.org  Wed Dec 13 13:42:53 2006

From: dolson at ccfpd.org (Daniel J. Olson)

Date: Wed Dec 13 13:49:50 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend

In-Reply-To: <20061212111023.AGG99687@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20061212111023.AGG99687@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <29044.66.158.169.111.1166038973.squirrel@www.technology-specialists.com>

Robert and everyone,

For River Bend directions anytime and some mapping, you can visit our

website at www.ccfpd.org.  Now is a great time to bird there our hard

surface trail will get you all the way to the back of the lake.

Daniel J. Olson

> Dear Birders,

>

> Could someone direct me to the Riverbend near Mahomet?  Thanks,

>

> Bob Miller

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

Daniel J. Olson

Director of Natural Resources

Champaign County Forest Preserve District

P.O. Box 1040

Mahomet, IL  61853

Phone - (217) 586-4389

Fax - (217) 586-6852

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Wed Dec 13 18:04:16 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Wed Dec 13 18:04:39 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign County: NO Trumpeter Swans

Message-ID: <20061214000416.29961.qmail@web52108.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

As of 10am or so this morning, the Trumpeter Swans were nowhere to be found at Riverbend.  I checked every nook and cranny of that lake and even the small lake east of it for the Trumpeters with no luck.  Afterwards, I tried for the Trumpeters at the lake just west of Riverbend with no luck either.  I am guessing they are gone from the area.  If anyone finds these birds again, or if they return to Riverbend, PLEASE post them to the list.  

Other things present included:

Canada Geese

Mallards

Gadwalls

Common Goldeneyes

Red-tailed Hawks

Downy Woodpecker

Hairy Woodpecker

Northern Flickers

Red-bellied Woodpeckers

Carolina Wren

American Crow

Blue Jays

Golden-crowned Kinglet

Chickadee sp.

American Tree Sparrows

Song Sparrow

Dark-eyed Junco

White-crowned Sparrow

Lincoln's Sparrow

American Goldfinch

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

____________________________________________________________________________________

Do you Yahoo!?

Everyone is raving about the all-new Yahoo! Mail beta.

http://new.mail.yahoo.com
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Wed Dec 13 20:09:28 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Wed Dec 13 20:22:55 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fwd: Trumpeter Swan information

Message-ID: <453.9912f38.32b20c58@aol.com>

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part --------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: "David L. Thomas" <dthomas@inhs.uiuc.edu>

Subject: Fwd: TRUS 18U, 19U, 21U

Date: Wed, 13 Dec 2006 10:40:39 -0600

Size: 4159

Url: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20061213/211dbf60/attachment.eml

From smithsje at egix.net  Wed Dec 13 18:48:24 2006

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed Dec 13 22:06:03 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake Birds

Message-ID: <200612140051.kBE0pS0r019040@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Since this is the first day of the count week for the CCAS CBC, I took a hike around Homer Lake this am.  

The following is what I found.

C. Goose

Mallard

GB Heron

Cooper's Hawk

Red-tailed Hawk

GH Owl

RB Woodpecker

Flicker

Downy

Blue Jay

Crow

C. Chickadee

Titmouse

WB Nuthatch

Kinglet sp?

Bluebird (8)

Hermit Thrush

Robin

Starling

DE Junco

Cardinal

Goldfinch

unidentified sparrows

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2006-12-13

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Dec 14 14:11:08 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Dec 14 14:11:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fwd: Trumpeter Swan information (No Sightings)

In-Reply-To: <453.9912f38.32b20c58@aol.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0612141359360.14917-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Thanks to Dave Thomas for this information.

In the interest of technical accuracy...

River Bend Forest Preserve is just south of the Sangamon River in Mahomet 

(Not Monticello) Illinois. 

(Just outside the incorporated boundary)

It is a deep spring fed gravel quarry pond.

I wouldn't be surprised to see a loon there someday.

Cheers!

Jim 

On Wed, 13 Dec 2006 Birderdlt@aol.com wrote:

>     This is the information I received from Wisconsin on the three Trumpeter 

> Swans that were at Riverbend Forest Preserve near Mahomet last weekend.

> 

> David Thomas

> Champaign, IL

> 

> 

> 

> In a message dated 12/13/2006 10:43:11 AM Central Standard Time, 

> dthomas@inhs.uiuc.edu writes:

> From: "Manthey, Patricia F - DNR" <Patricia.Manthey@wisconsin.gov>

> >To: "David L. Thomas" <dthomas@forbes.inhs.uiuc.edu>

> >Cc: "Manthey, Patricia F - DNR" <Patricia.Manthey@wisconsin.gov>,

> >    "Matteson, Sumner - DNR" <Sumner.Matteson@wisconsin.gov>,

> >    "Hall Jr., Wayne H - DNR" <Wayne.HallJr@wisconsin.gov>,

> >    "Varner, Dana" <danavarner@hotmail.com>

> >X-OriginalArrivalTime: 13 Dec 2006 16:14:32.0747 (UTC) 

> >FILETIME=[C64FDFB0:01C71ED1]

> >X-MIME-Autoconverted: from quoted-printable to 8bit by 

> >forbes.inhs.uiuc.edu id kBDGEWu27544

> >

> >They are indeed Trumpeters banded in Wisconsin.  They are siblings,

> >hatched in the wild last summer at a cranberry marsh impoundment in

> >Juneau County, central Wisconsin.  The site is called Pea's Marsh.  We

> >banded 5 swans at this site in 2006: the three you reported, another

> >cygnet (20U), and replaced the lost collar on the adult male with new

> >collar 22U.  I'd especially appreciate a report if you see either of

> >these other 2 collared swans.

> >

> >Our swans apparently see old strip mine water as similar to the diked,

> >man-made cranberry marshes and state wildlife areas they come from.

> >

> >We now mark the birds with the three markers you saw: USFWS  silver

> >legband on the left leg, black-on-yellow neckband, and yellow legband on

> >right with same codes as collar.

> >

> >Thank you for this report, which adds to our knowledge of trumpeter

> >behavior and survival.

> >

> >Pat

> >

> >

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From smithsje at egix.net  Thu Dec 14 14:32:35 2006

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Thu Dec 14 14:35:54 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bluebirds

Message-ID: <200612142035.kBEKZexG007221@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

There were 16 bluebirds on the power wires along the road on the east side of Homer Lake this am. 

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2006-12-14

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Thu Dec 14 16:38:32 2006

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Thu Dec 14 16:38:48 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] campus peregrine

Message-ID: <20061214163832.AGX47714@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

The campus Peregrine Falcon sailed over my head today as I was walking between the Education Building and Architecture (5th & Howard Taft) at about 2:30 pm. At least we will have him for Count Week if no one sees him on Saturday during the official Christmas Count. Seems as if he has abandoned the South farms this winter in favor of all day on campus.

Beth Chato

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Thu Dec 14 16:54:49 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Thu Dec 14 16:55:17 2006

Subject: IBET Re: [Birdnotes] Fwd: Trumpeter Swan information (No


Sightings)

Message-ID: <bd7.bc2e5a5.32b33039@aol.com>

    Jim, thanks for the correction.  I meant Mahomet.  I did see a loon there 

a couple of years ago in late spring.

David

In a message dated 12/14/2006 2:23:28 PM Central Standard Time, 

jwhoyt@prairienet.org writes:

Birders,

Thanks to Dave Thomas for this information.

In the interest of technical accuracy...

River Bend Forest Preserve is just south of the Sangamon River in Mahomet 

(Not Monticello) Illinois. 

(Just outside the incorporated boundary)

It is a deep spring fed gravel quarry pond.

I wouldn't be surprised to see a loon there someday.

Cheers!

Jim 

-------------- next part --------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Dec 14 18:28:53 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Dec 14 18:29:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Another male turkey in Urbana??

Message-ID: <195316.59113.qm@web57110.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Late this afternoon I decided to re-adjust some Christmas lights in the bushes to the east of my house. As I was re-arranging the lights I heard some crows raising a ruckus in the back yard. Thinking I might see a hawk or maybe an owl being mobbed by the crows I walked into the back yard.

  As I walked around the corner of the house I came face-to-face with a smallish wild turkey. It got kind of skittish and trotted to the back of my back yard.

  I've had the Urbana turkeys walk with me on several occasions, and so I started to make what I thought was a reassuring turkey noise, based on what I had heard when the turkeys walked with me.

  The sounds I made seemed to reassure the turkey. It started to feed in my back yard again. For the next 15-20 minutes or so the turkey was only two to three feet away from me at the most. I got a great close-up view.

  I am pretty sure this was a young male turkey. It wasn't the large Urbana male that has a beard and spurs. But it did have a reddish neck, and the head was turning red, especially about the "eyebrows". And it had a definite pronounced snood (flap of skin on the bill). And one time when it was startled by a loud noise from the street it fanned its tail a bit and ruffled its wings.

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20061214/09d3b550/attachment.htm

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Thu Dec 14 19:58:10 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Thu Dec 14 19:48:44 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Goshawk

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV11B2A9818552F11F6693B4C6D40@phx.gbl>

Took a quick walk at Meadowbrook this AM at 10:00. While crossing the prairie southward I saw a large JUVENILE NORTHERN GOSHAWK sitting in a tree on the edge of the prairie not far from me. I watched it for several minutes before it impressively rose up and flew to a tree along Douglas creek just southeast of The Marker.  (A man walking on the south sidewalk asked me "What was that?") I returned along McCollough Creek walking north. It was very quiet and I was walking quickly as I was in a hurry. I stopped briefly because of the quietness and looked around and I had passed, without noticing, the juvenile Goshawk which was now sitting along the creek very close to me. It obviously was watching me and it jolted me when it started calling very loudly and then took off flying west. It continued calling off and on for a couple of minutes... I was impressed again.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From rob.kanter at gmail.com  Fri Dec 15 09:28:00 2006

From: rob.kanter at gmail.com (Rob Kanter)

Date: Fri Dec 15 09:28:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Message-ID: <963b67030612150728je662907pdd41f1c86e08115@mail.gmail.com>

This morning at 8:45 there was a peregrine where Greg Lambeth earlier

reported one, on the high ledge on the northeast corner of Sherman

Hall (Fifth St. and Daniel in Champaign).

A passing student to whom I pointed it out termed it "really random."

(random = cool, I think.)

-- 

Rob Kanter

rob.kanter@gmail.com

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Fri Dec 15 09:35:56 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Fri Dec 15 09:37:25 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B03D5B37D@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

The Peregrine Falcon is still on the North side of Sherman Hall as reported by Rob Kanter as of 9:30am this morning.

Greg Lambeth

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org]On Behalf Of Rob Kanter

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 9:28 AM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

This morning at 8:45 there was a peregrine where Greg Lambeth earlier

reported one, on the high ledge on the northeast corner of Sherman

Hall (Fifth St. and Daniel in Champaign).

A passing student to whom I pointed it out termed it "really random."

(random = cool, I think.)

-- 

Rob Kanter

rob.kanter@gmail.com

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Fri Dec 15 09:40:33 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Fri Dec 15 09:40:43 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Eurasian Collared Dove

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B03D5B37F@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

I had a Eurasian Collared Dove on the South part of the University's Arboretum this morning.  It's quite possible that we'll miss this bird on the count so it's nice to get it for the period.  I also had a large accipiter, but I didn't see it very well through the trees.  Based on what I did see, I'd say Goshawk.  Hopefully, a better look tomorrow.

Greg Lambeth

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Fri Dec 15 16:29:32 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Fri Dec 15 16:29:48 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign: Sherman Hall Peregrine Falcon

Message-ID: <20061215222932.63690.qmail@web52115.mail.yahoo.com>

For those interested in the campus Peregrine Falcon, it was present from 3:30pm until at least 4:15 when I left it.  It was on the east side of Sherman Hall.  (click for Map to Sherman Hall)I took tons of pictures and had many people asking questions about what I was looking at.  Multiple people used my scope to view the bird and some education was passed on, hopefully.  

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From jjokela59 at hotmail.com  Fri Dec 15 17:00:12 2006

From: jjokela59 at hotmail.com (Janet Jokela)

Date: Fri Dec 15 17:01:50 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Evidence of a recent raptor

Message-ID: <BAY111-F237078BC821249187C7EEDAFD40@phx.gbl>

Dear Birders--

Possibly others saw this earlier today, but this morning around 10:00 AM on 

top of the rock from the "Class of 1902" (or is it 1906??), just southwest 

of the Illini Union and south of Altgeld Hall on campus, was what appeared 

to be a cleanly eviserated, split and half-eaten rock pigeon with freshly 

picked-apart bones, neatly laid out on the top of the rock.  A passerby 

mentioned that "there's been a hawk around here."

Did not see any raptors in the vicinity then.

Good luck tomorrow,

Janet Jokela

Champaign

_________________________________________________________________

WIN up to $10,000 in cash or prizes – enter the Microsoft Office Live 

Sweepstakes http://clk.atdmt.com/MRT/go/aub0050001581mrt/direct/01/

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Fri Dec 15 17:29:35 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Fri Dec 15 17:29:54 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Evidence of a recent raptor

In-Reply-To: <BAY111-F237078BC821249187C7EEDAFD40@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850168DCA0@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Janet,

I have noticed a Red-tailed Hawk hanging around off and on around the

Illini Union. On the morning of October 10 I watched it swoop down from

the southwest roof of the Union and nab a squirrel from the top of a

tree right by the east door to Altgeld Hall, not too far from the "Class

of" rock (see my October 10 post to the list).

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Janet

Jokela

Sent: Friday, December 15, 2006 5:00 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Evidence of a recent raptor

Dear Birders--

Possibly others saw this earlier today, but this morning around 10:00 AM

on top of the rock from the "Class of 1902" (or is it 1906??), just

southwest of the Illini Union and south of Altgeld Hall on campus, was

what appeared to be a cleanly eviserated, split and half-eaten rock

pigeon with freshly picked-apart bones, neatly laid out on the top of

the rock.  A passerby mentioned that "there's been a hawk around here."

Did not see any raptors in the vicinity then.

Good luck tomorrow,

Janet Jokela

Champaign

_________________________________________________________________

WIN up to $10,000 in cash or prizes - enter the Microsoft Office Live

Sweepstakes http://clk.atdmt.com/MRT/go/aub0050001581mrt/direct/01/

_______________________________________________
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Fri Dec 15 18:21:30 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Fri Dec 15 18:21:53 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Juvenile Goshawk

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850168DCA5@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

This AM I spotted the juvenile Northern Goshawk that Charlene Anchor

reported yesterday. It was in a tree near McCullough Creek

I think I also may have seen this bird Tuesday AM flying overhead in the

fog near McCullough Creek. It was a quick look, and the visibility

wasn't that great.

Bernie Sloan

Senior Information Systems Consultant

Consortium of Academic & Research Libraries in Illinois

616 E. Green Street, Suite 213

Champaign, IL  61820-5752

Phone: (217) 333-4895

Fax:   (217) 265-0454

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Dec 15 18:59:45 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Dec 15 19:06:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook/Busey

Message-ID: <90875.43528.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Spent some time in Meadowbrook Park and Busey Woods earlier this AM...

  Meadowbrook:

  Northern Goshawk ? 1 juvenile

  Red-tailed Hawk ? 2...one was heard, the other was spotted in a walnut tree south of the organic gardens...I wouldn?t have noticed it except I saw a squirrel nervously hiding beneath a branch and looking up. :-)

  American Tree Sparrow ? many...the most I have seen in Meadowbrook

  Song Sparrow ? 10-12

  Junco ? 12

  Red-bellied Woodpecker ? several, sounding agitated

  Downy Woodpecker ? 2

  American Goldfinch ? two dozen

  American Crow ? 10

  Blue Jay ? 6

  Northern Cardinal ? 5

  Carolina Wren ? several, including one singing

  Ring-necked Pheasant ? one female, running down a path

  European Starling ? 10

  Busey:

  Red-tailed Hawk

  Red-bellied Woodpecker ? many

  Downy Woodpecker ? several

  Hairy Woodpecker ? 2

  Northern Flicker ? 3

  White-breasted Nuthatch ? several

  Red-breasted Nuthatch ? 1

  Tufted Titmouse ? 1

  Chickadee ? 6

  Northern Cardinal ? 2

  Blue Jay ? 2

  Carolina Wren ? 2

  Winter Wren ? 3

  Canada Goose ? high flying flock

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Dec 16 02:18:06 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Dec 16 02:18:27 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] No sightings - Article on raptor banding

Message-ID: <30ec30250612160018r72a846a2rebb7287e8fc6431c@mail.gmail.com>

http://www.nytimes.com/2006/12/16/sports/othersports/16outdoors.html?_r=1&ref=sports&oref=slogin

"A Bander's Quest to Land Hawks, and Perhaps an Eagle"

New York Times, 16 December 2006

Absorbing article on a volunteer Dept. of the Interior raptor bander in

Connecticut.  Terrific photo with the article, and particularly fascinating

section on fall trapping of migrating adults.

Access may require free registration.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Dec 16 23:05:00 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Dec 16 23:04:35 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Co CBC sets record

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20061216230037.01d735c0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

We tallied up the lists from field observers on today's Champ. Co. 

Christmas Bird count, and we set a new record for total number of 

species:  72. WE still have not heard from any feeder-watchers, so there is 

a possibility that it will go higher.  Thank you to all who helped!



--Helen Parker, compiler

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Dec 17 19:24:13 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Dec 17 19:24:29 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Purple Finch

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850168DCC1@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Forgot to mention in my Busey Woods report from Friday...I saw a Purple

Finch near the feeder area by the Nature Center.

I think it was a first of season for me...has anyone else been seeing

Purple Finches?

Just curious...

Bernie Sloan

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Mon Dec 18 10:34:25 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Mon Dec 18 10:36:01 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Co CBC sets record

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B03D5B399@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

Helen:

I'm kind of amazed that we set a new record on Saturday.  My group (South Farms/Meadowbrook/Forestry) missed a number of species we would normally have and wound up 5-10 species below our normal tally for the count.  My impression was that bird numbers were generally down and the overcast/fog/drizzle in the afternoon suppressed passerine and raptor activity.  I have to wonder if the count might have gone even higher (74-75 species) had the weather been a little more cooperative!  It makes me wonder what the target should be for this count -- is 78 or even 80 possible?

Greg Lambeth

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org]On Behalf Of Helen Parker

Sent: Saturday, December 16, 2006 11:05 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Co CBC sets record

We tallied up the lists from field observers on today's Champ. Co. 

Christmas Bird count, and we set a new record for total number of 

species:  72. WE still have not heard from any feeder-watchers, so there is 

a possibility that it will go higher.  Thank you to all who helped!



--Helen Parker, compiler

_______________________________________________
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From leslienoa at gmail.com  Tue Dec 19 08:03:29 2006

From: leslienoa at gmail.com (Leslie Noa)

Date: Tue Dec 19 08:03:45 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Campus Northern Goshawk

Message-ID: <a4f8d1430612190603o45089db6p963e50276c4ba2b2@mail.gmail.com>

This morning I came out of the Shelford Vivarium on Healey and saw a

Northern Goshawk fly towards me into a tree.  Of course I was without my

binoculars.  The bird appeared to be a juvenile Northern Goshawk.   I got a

couple of good looks from a short distance and feel fairly confident in

calling it a goshawk.   I'd love to hear if anyone else has seen this bird

around or sees anything in the area today.  It's entirely possible that I

mistook a coopers hawk for a juvenile goshawk although I doubt it.

Leslie Noa

Champaign

-------------- next part --------------
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From eastburn at uiuc.edu  Tue Dec 19 08:52:37 2006

From: eastburn at uiuc.edu (Darin Eastburn)

Date: Tue Dec 19 08:53:25 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Campus Northern Goshawk, no sightings

In-Reply-To: <a4f8d1430612190603o45089db6p963e50276c4ba2b2@mail.gmail.co

 m>

References: <a4f8d1430612190603o45089db6p963e50276c4ba2b2@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <7.0.1.0.2.20061219083145.025ca3a8@uiuc.edu>

I have questions about the Northern Goshawks that several people have 

reported from the campus and Meadowbrook areas.  My wife and I saw a 

large raptor in the sculpture garden area of Meadowbrook that I was 

hoping was a Goshawk, given the recent sightings.  The first time 

that we saw it we did not have our binoculars, so we only could 

determine general features.  The bird did have a tail somewhat longer 

than a buteo, coming down past the wings when perching, but not as 

long as is seen with other accipiters, and it appeared to have the 

Goshawk head shape.  We also noticed buffy colored crescents on the 

upper sides of the wings near the tips when it was flying away from 

us.  We went back the next morning with binoculars and spent a long 

time looking at this bird, getting some pretty good views.  It was a 

juvenile, having a streaked breast, and it did have a whitish 

eyebrow, although it was not as distinct as that shown for the 

Goshawk. We did not see any strong banding on either the underside or 

upper-side of the tail, but we did see some spotting on the underside 

of the tail.  Looking at the National Geographic and Sibley field 

guides, as well as the Peterson field guide on hawks, we now think 

that we were looking at a juvenile Red Shouldered hawk, not a 

Goshawk.  The geographic guide does mention that the juveniles of 

these two hawks look very similar.  Is it possible that what people 

have been sighting are juvenile Red Shouldered hawks, rather than Goshawks?

Darin Eastburn

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Tue Dec 19 08:30:04 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Tue Dec 19 08:56:15 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] any feeder lists??? Please?

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20061219082609.01d177d0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Didn't anybody watch feeders Saturday during the CBC?  So far I have gotten 

only one list!  (Although I am going to count the lady who saw a turkey in 

her yard as a feeder watcher.)  The turkey, BTW, brings the count list to 

73 species.  Plus at least 4 for count week.



--Helen Parker

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Tue Dec 19 08:37:27 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Tue Dec 19 08:56:20 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Anyone seen the peregrine?

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20061219083012.04dd7170@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Has anybody seen the campus peregrine since the bird count?  On count day a 

red-tail was harassing another raptor that the group thought was the 

peregrine, but did not get a good enough look that they were willing to say 

for sure.  Assuming that this was the peregrine, maybe he decided that this 

was no longer a hospitable place?  I've been over to Sherman Hall 3 times 

since then and the closest I've come to seeing a falcon was a feather 

drifting through the air.



--Helen Parker

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue Dec 19 11:12:33 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Tue Dec 19 11:15:21 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Campus Northern Goshawk, no sightings

References: <a4f8d1430612190603o45089db6p963e50276c4ba2b2@mail.gmail.com>


<7.0.1.0.2.20061219083145.025ca3a8@uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B03BB1264@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

Darin:

I found a juvenile Red-shouldered Hawk at Meadowbrook about 6 weeks ago and have seen it twice since then.  It is a pretty nondescript individual and easy to misidentify.  It looks more like a juvenile Red-tailed than a Goshawk to me.  It does have a longer tail than a Red-tailed and the tail is barred.  I have not seen the Goshawk reported, although I did have a large accipter last Friday that was probably a Goshawk.  I suspect that both species are present and the bird you had yesterday was the Red-shouldered Hawk.

Greg Lambeth

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Darin Eastburn

Sent: Tue 12/19/2006 8:52 AM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Campus Northern Goshawk, no sightings

I have questions about the Northern Goshawks that several people have 

reported from the campus and Meadowbrook areas.  My wife and I saw a 

large raptor in the sculpture garden area of Meadowbrook that I was 

hoping was a Goshawk, given the recent sightings.  The first time 

that we saw it we did not have our binoculars, so we only could 

determine general features.  The bird did have a tail somewhat longer 

than a buteo, coming down past the wings when perching, but not as 

long as is seen with other accipiters, and it appeared to have the 

Goshawk head shape.  We also noticed buffy colored crescents on the 

upper sides of the wings near the tips when it was flying away from 

us.  We went back the next morning with binoculars and spent a long 

time looking at this bird, getting some pretty good views.  It was a 

juvenile, having a streaked breast, and it did have a whitish 

eyebrow, although it was not as distinct as that shown for the 

Goshawk. We did not see any strong banding on either the underside or 

upper-side of the tail, but we did see some spotting on the underside 

of the tail.  Looking at the National Geographic and Sibley field 

guides, as well as the Peterson field guide on hawks, we now think 

that we were looking at a juvenile Red Shouldered hawk, not a 

Goshawk.  The geographic guide does mention that the juveniles of 

these two hawks look very similar.  Is it possible that what people 

have been sighting are juvenile Red Shouldered hawks, rather than Goshawks?

Darin Eastburn

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Dec 19 14:52:41 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Dec 19 14:52:45 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Odd Goose

Message-ID: <241344.37930.qm@web57104.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  The other day a spotted an odd goose in Crystal Lake Park, hanging out with Canada Geese a little east of the boat dock.

  At a first quick glance I thought it was a Canada Goose...same coloration. But then I saw that it was noticeably larger than the Canada Geese it was hanging out with and, instead of just having a white cheek, most of the side of its face was white.

  I'm assuming it must be some sort of Canada/domestic hybrid unless someone reports otherwise.

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________
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From leslienoa at gmail.com  Tue Dec 19 17:14:01 2006

From: leslienoa at gmail.com (Leslie Noa)

Date: Tue Dec 19 17:14:06 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: Campus Northern Goshawk, no sightings

Message-ID: <a4f8d1430612191514w44ab5a75te84ad7d828d1d739@mail.gmail.com>

In response to both the posts regarding the northern goshawk and

red-shouldered hawk sightings.  I've since consulted a field guide and I'm

certain that I saw a goshawk and not a red-shouldered hawk or coopers hawk.

Although I did not have binoculars the overall gestalt of the bird was more

of a goshawk than anything else.  The tail was longer and more heavily

barred than that of a red-shouldered hawk.  And size alone rules out coopers

hawk.  I did not notice the white superciliary line but again I did not have

binoculars and couldn't see that level of detail (when perched the bird had

it's back and neck towards me).  My identification was based more on the

bird in flight (tail pattern, breast streaking, overall size, and shape of

the bird).  It always seems that I see interesting birds that pose a

potential identification challenge without my binoculars.  Hopefully I'll

see this bird again and will know better what to look for.

Cheers,

Leslie Noa

-------------- next part --------------
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From smithsje at egix.net  Tue Dec 19 21:03:49 2006

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Tue Dec 19 21:07:22 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] rough-legged hawk

Message-ID: <200612200307.kBK37IaB032599@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

We saw a large rough-legged hawk twice today just north of our farm.  This is the first of the season for us.

It was beyond the CCAS-CBC area by about two miles; therefore, not a count week bird.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2006-12-19

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Dec 21 10:22:04 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Dec 21 10:22:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana Wild Turkey Update

Message-ID: <20061221162204.49090.qmail@web57106.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  As usual, please direct questions, comments, sighting reports, etc., to me and not to the list...

  After a brief trip to west Urbana the weekend before last (general vicinity of the 600 blocks of W. Indiana and W. Michigan) the wild turkeys have returned to southeast Urbana. I have seven sighting reports in the past week, with my backyard as more or less the epicenter.

  People reported seeing a single turkey twice, and a pair of turkeys the other five times.

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________
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From smithsje at egix.net  Sat Dec 23 21:21:34 2006

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sat Dec 23 21:24:57 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hairy woodpecker

Message-ID: <200612240324.kBO3OqZI013991@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Today a hairy woodpecker crashed into one of our windows, and fell spread out on the ground.  I picked it up and saw that it was still breathing.  I placed it in a vine where it was hidden from the pair of Cooper's hawks that have been frequently raiding the feeders.  About 1/2 hour later, I noticed the hairy moving, and then it flew away over the house.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2006-12-23

From PatChapel at insightbb.com  Tue Dec 26 15:04:30 2006

From: PatChapel at insightbb.com (PatChapel)

Date: Tue Dec 26 15:04:36 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Snow Goose

Message-ID: <000601c72931$6fa725f0$0201a8c0@PCBase>

A white juv. Snow Goose has spent the afternoon, 12/26 on Lake Devonshire.  If you like to see photos, please email directly to me. 

Pat. Chapel

Champaign.

-------------- next part --------------
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Wed Dec 27 15:12:14 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Wed Dec 27 15:12:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Gila Woodpecker????????

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20061227150537.01cfa7f8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I just had a phone call from a lady in Pesotum who believes she has a Gila 

woodpecker in her yard.  She says it looks "exactly like the 

picture".  Now, given that this is at least 1500 miles from where a Gila 

belongs, I am skeptical, to say the least, but I thought I'd pass on the 

information.  Her name is Shirley Shroeder, and she lives at 787 Co.Rd. 250 

N, which she says is on 250 N out of Pesotum, one mile N of the Interstate 

overpass.  




--Helen Parker

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed Dec 27 17:06:51 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed Dec 27 17:07:17 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Goshawk

Message-ID: <2099.23259.qm@web60114.mail.yahoo.com>

We picked up a new yard bird this afternoon as an

(the?)immature Northern Goshawk perched for some time

on the "shepherd's crook" that holds one of my

feeders.  I had assumed it was a Cooper's until my

wife commented on the relatively broad whitish

supercilium which she hadn't seen so prominently in

other accipiters we've had in the yard.  I didn't

notice any bar on the wing coverts, but then the bird

was turned at the wrong angle to see them well.  The

tail banding was uneven as indicated in both Sibley

and Peterson's "Hawks of North America".  I didn't get

a good look at it in flight as it quickly lifted up

above the overhang of our roof.

Roger Digges

southeast Urbana     

__________________________________________________
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Wed Dec 27 19:38:00 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Wed Dec 27 19:38:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bird watching -- NY City sighting

Message-ID: <30ec30250612271738j2ac589f9l5797b35e6d2c3aee@mail.gmail.com>

http://www.nytimes.com/aponline/us/AP-Central-Park-Eagle.html?_r=1&oref=slogin

Interesting piece in the Times (may require free registration).

Unfortunately, no indication what this latest "get" puts Pale Male's life

list tally at.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From dolson at ccfpd.org  Thu Dec 28 08:11:41 2006

From: dolson at ccfpd.org (Daniel J. Olson)

Date: Thu Dec 28 08:16:42 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Natural Resources Technician Needed at CCFPD

Message-ID: <25942.66.158.169.111.1167315101.squirrel@www.technology-specialists.com>

Please forward the following Central Illinois Natural Resources Job

Opportunity on to anyone that may be interested.

CHAMPAIGN COUNTY FOREST PRESERVE DISTRICT

Natural Resources Technician

Join the team responsible for conserving, restoring, and caring for nearly

3,500 acres of preserved land throughout Champaign County, Illinois.

Responsibilities

The Natural Resources Technician is responsible for assisting Natural

Resources Staff with the conservation and restoration of natural areas

throughout the District.  This may include but is not limited to prairie

and forest restoration, arborist work, exotic species control, seed

collection, data collection, and natural resource monitoring.  There are

some office and clerical duties with this position.

Qualifications

High school graduate required.  Bachelor?s degree in Restoration Ecology,

Natural Resource Management, Park Management, Forestry, Botany, or related

field of study preferred.  Knowledge of conservation biology, restoration

ecology, environmental science, hydrology, soil science, environmental

laws and regulations, and environmental impact assessment principles and

practices are essential.  Under unusual circumstances, extensive direct

experience may be substituted for all or part of the educational

requirement.

Other Requirements

Candidates must be able to communicate clearly orally and in writing, have

a valid Illinois driver?s license, and have the ability to obtain an

Illinois Pesticide Applicators License.

Expectations

This position will report to the Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve in

Mahomet, Illinois, but work will take place on all District owned lands

throughout Champaign County.  This is a full-time hourly position with

benefits.  Hours must be flexible to accommodate occasional evening and

weekend work.  Starting pay is $13.00 per hour.

To Apply

To apply for the Technician position please send resume, cover letter and

names and numbers of three references to Dan Olson, P.O. Box 1040,

Mahomet, Illinois  61853.  Applications accepted until Friday, February 2,

2007.

From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Thu Dec 28 21:12:32 2006

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Thu Dec 28 21:12:52 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake CBC, no sightings

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20061228211105.02b5f4c0@mail.kspei.com>

Hello Birdnoters, The Clinton Lake CBC will be held Tues Jan 2, 2007.  We 

will meet at 6 am at the DNR Region 3 HQ on highway 54.  Come one, come 

all.  Please let me know if you can make it.  Thanks, Rhetta Jack

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Dec 30 20:33:47 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Dec 30 20:33:53 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Long-eared Owl

Message-ID: <851345.24730.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Pretty sure I heard a Long-eared Owl twice yesterday (Friday, 12/29) in my neighborhood (southwest of Colorado and Anderson, Urbana).

  First time was early AM, as the sky slowly began to brighten. Sounded like the owl was moving around. Started out close, then moved to the southwest, then back to the northeast.

  Second time was about 10:30PM Friday night. Haven't heard it since.

  That was the first time I'd had a Long-eared Owl as a yard bird.

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Dec 31 14:42:26 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Dec 31 14:42:34 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hardy bird (old sighting)

Message-ID: <30ec30250612311242m3b6d492fh9e144f99914f3f4@mail.gmail.com>

A grey, blustery New Year's Eve such as today is always an especially

compelling moment to recall Thomas Hardy's "The Darkling Thrush." We have

another 94 years' wait till the best of moments, of course -- the turn of a

century -- but great poetry featuring birds mustn't rest in silence for such

an interval.

The former U.S. poet laureate Robert Pinsky has deemed "The Darkling Thrush"

"the greatest work ever written about the end of the century." He further

observes, "It is also a great work about the difference between nature as it

is and nature as we see it in our own terms. Hardy deals brilliantly with

that distinction between our arbitrary numbers and visions on one side, and

the real rhythms of time as we try to measure them on the other."

All the same, happy New Year to birders one and all.

*The Darkling Thrush*

I leant upon a coppice gate

When Frost was spectre-gray,

And Winter's dregs made desolate

The weakening eye of day.

The tangled bine-stems scored the sky

Like strings of broken lyres,

And all mankind that haunted nigh

Had sought their household fires.

The land's sharp features seemed to be

The Century's corpse outleant,

His crypt the cloudy canopy,

The wind his death-lament.

The ancient pulse of germ and birth

Was shrunken hard and dry,

And every spirit upon earth

Seemed fervourless as I.

At once a voice arose among

The bleak twigs overhead

In a full-hearted evensong

Of joy illimited;

An aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small,

In blast-beruffled plume,

Had chosen thus to fling his soul

Upon the growing gloom.

So little cause for carolings

Of such ecstatic sound

Was written on terrestrial things

Afar or nigh around,

That I could think there trembled through

His happy good-night air

Some blessed Hope, whereof he knew

And I was unaware.

-- Thomas Hardy

    31 December 1900

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sun Dec 31 17:24:20 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sun Dec 31 17:24:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Perkins Rd Marsh, Meadowbrook - New Years Eve

Message-ID: <674228.28136.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Hit Perkins Road Marsh and Meadowbrook in sequence today. It was gray and dreary at Perkins Road Marsh, but the sun broke through as we got to Meadowbrook.

  Perkins Road Marsh:

  Lots of sparrows. Could only ID the ones nearest to me as my binoculars are on the fritz. Also, there is some construction equipment and storm sewer tiles near the south end of the gravel road that runs by the pond. A fair amount of trees and brush have been bulldozed in that area. Perkins Road Marsh probably won?t be a good birding environment on weekdays during work hours until that work has been completed and the activity tapers off.

  Mallard - ~100 on the ponds...took flight within a few minutes of our arrival. For some reason birds at this site tend to be more skittish that at places like Meadowbrook or Busey Woods...maybe because there?s less human traffic than at the more public places?

  Northern Cardinal ? 12-15, all foraging in the same area to the right of the old CUSD gate.

  Chickadee ? 1, frantically calling an alarm...didn?t start until we got there so I figure it was alarmed at us.

  Tufted Titmouse ? 1-2 in the woods along the north chain link fence

  Carolina Wren ? several, singing...I have heard a lot of Carolina Wrens singing in the past couple of weeks...do they normally start this early?

  Brown Creeper ? 1

  White-breasted Nuthatch ? 1, calling

  Red-Tailed Hawk ? in a tree...called once and the Carolina Wrens stopped singing for a few minutes.

  Coopers Hawk - flyover

  American Crow ? 3, flyover

  Blue Jay ? 2-3, calling

  White-throated Sparrow ? 1, singing

  Song Sparrow ? many

  Swamp Sparrow ? several

  Fox Sparrow - 1

  American Tree Sparrow ? several

  Meadowbrook:

  Very wet...puddles over sidewalks in a few places...ground very saturated and/or muddy. But the sun came out! Seeing/hearing a couple of pheasants in Meadowbrook today reminded me of a sighting around Christmas Day. We were walking north along the east sidewalk, towards the prairie viewing platform. A male pheasant flew up out of the prairie grass. Nothing spectacular about that. Then another. And another, until about 12-15 male pheasants had flown up out of a relatively small patch of prairie. Don?t think I?ve ever seen that many flush from the same spot.

  Belted Kingfisher ? heard from vicinity of the small lake in Yankee Ridge subdivision...I?ve heard one on a couple of other recent occasions as well

  Eastern Bluebird ? probable...heard south of Douglas Creek

  Downy Woodpecker ? 2-3

  Red-bellied Woodpecker ? 2-3

  Northern Flicker ? 1

  Red-tailed Hawk - 1

  Cedar Waxwings ? 6-10, eating berries along Douglas Creek

  Carolina Wren ? 4-5

  Winter Wren ? 1

  Northern Cardinal ? half dozen

  Blue Jay ? 4-5

  American Robin ? couple dozen at least, hanging out with the Cedar Waxwings...most I?d seen at one time in Meadowbrook in a while

  Song Sparrow ? several

  American Tree Sparrow ? several

  House Sparrow ? several, Prairie Play

  European Starling ? several, near farm house

  American Crow ? 6

  Ring-necked Pheasant ? 2-3

  Mallard - ?, heard but not seen

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sun Dec 31 18:01:06 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sun Dec 31 18:01:11 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana turkey update

Message-ID: <607876.95117.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  As usual, send your questions, comments and turkey sighting reports directly to me and not to the list...

  It's been about ten days since my last update, so I thought I'd send another to let folks know that as 2006 ends, there are still turkeys in Urbana (contrary to the implication in a 12/29 letter to the News-Gazette).

  A pair of turkeys has been seen on two separate occasions on George Huff Drive on 12/22 and 12/27. A solitary turkey was observed twice this afternoon (12/31) on W. Vermont.

  Happy New Year!!

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sun Dec 31 20:55:39 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sun Dec 31 20:55:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hardy bird (old sighting)

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250612311242m3b6d492fh9e144f99914f3f4@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0612312042140.30743-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

I always love good poetry whether natural or written!

Saw a Red Tailed Hawk over Sunny China Buffet (Philo Rd. Urbana) at around

1PM.

Spent a delightful afternoon walking the relatively dry bike path at 

Meadowbrook Park.

Everyone I met was in good spirits and enjoying the day.

Best bird was a Cedar Waxwing near the south savanna bridge.

Looks like we have an active beaver west of prairie play.

He is doing my, brush clearing, work for me.

Tonight before the front came through I stepped out on my balcony and saw 

several Mourning Doves that were coming in to roost in a couple of pines 

and shrubs.

Hope it was a good omen!

Happy New Year and peace to all.

Jim :)

On Sun, 31 Dec 2006, Brian Threlkeld wrote:

> A grey, blustery New Year's Eve such as today is always an especially

> compelling moment to recall Thomas Hardy's "The Darkling Thrush." We have

> another 94 years' wait till the best of moments, of course -- the turn of a

> century -- but great poetry featuring birds mustn't rest in silence for such

> an interval.

> 

> The former U.S. poet laureate Robert Pinsky has deemed "The Darkling Thrush"

> "the greatest work ever written about the end of the century." He further

> observes, "It is also a great work about the difference between nature as it

> is and nature as we see it in our own terms. Hardy deals brilliantly with

> that distinction between our arbitrary numbers and visions on one side, and

> the real rhythms of time as we try to measure them on the other."

> 

> All the same, happy New Year to birders one and all.

> 

> 

> *The Darkling Thrush*

> 

> I leant upon a coppice gate

> When Frost was spectre-gray,

> And Winter's dregs made desolate

> The weakening eye of day.

> The tangled bine-stems scored the sky

> Like strings of broken lyres,

> And all mankind that haunted nigh

> Had sought their household fires.

> 

> The land's sharp features seemed to be

> The Century's corpse outleant,

> His crypt the cloudy canopy,

> The wind his death-lament.

> The ancient pulse of germ and birth

> Was shrunken hard and dry,

> And every spirit upon earth

> Seemed fervourless as I.

> 

> At once a voice arose among

> The bleak twigs overhead

> In a full-hearted evensong

> Of joy illimited;

> An aged thrush, frail, gaunt, and small,

> In blast-beruffled plume,

> Had chosen thus to fling his soul

> Upon the growing gloom.

> 

> So little cause for carolings

> Of such ecstatic sound

> Was written on terrestrial things

> Afar or nigh around,

> That I could think there trembled through

> His happy good-night air

> Some blessed Hope, whereof he knew

> And I was unaware.

> 

> 

> -- Thomas Hardy

>     31 December 1900

> 

> 

> ___________________
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"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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