From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Dec  1 14:11:06 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Dec  1 14:11:15 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake field trip

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20071201135805.060d4aa0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

   The CCAS field trip to Homer Lake was done under gray skies and, towards 

the end, in freezing rain.  (First time I ever had my binoculars unusable 

because of ice!)  We did not see very much--the usual bunch of Canada 

geese, of course.  There were also a couple of ducks; we decided that the 

little one was a female green-winged teal and the big one a common 

merganser.  Oh, and the "funny-looking one" was presumable a hybrid between 

a domestic (Pekin) duck and a "travelling man."  (Jim Smith's 

phrase.)  Also on the lake, 8 ring-billed gulls and at least 3 great blue 

herons.  Otherwise, not much of interest--a couple of hermit thrushes, 

white-throated and song sparrows, cardinal, downy & red-bellied 

woodpeckers, blue jays; pheasant, robin, and chickadee heard but not seen. 

Jim did find the raccoon up in a pine tree.  No long-eared owls, despite 

hunting. I'm probably forgetting something,but that's certainly the highlights.



--Helen Parker

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Dec  2 00:43:09 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Dec  2 00:43:11 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Birding is not for sissies,


cont. -- part 2 (No sighting)

Message-ID: <30ec30250712012243v4fb311cbhcd6efdf7e5f4bbc3@mail.gmail.com>

(Reference 14 Nov. 2007 post -- <

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/2007-November/003775.html>)

See the update -- <

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/02/magazine/02cats-v--birds-t.html?ref=science&pagewanted=all>

-- in the December 2nd New York Times Sunday Magazine.  An in-depth look at

the (so to speak) triggering event and many of the related issues.

The article certainly has some surprises.  I read that common grackle

numbers have declined 61 percent in the last 42 years, and immediately

thought, "There used to be *more* of them?!"

The article persuasively frames the issue as a conflict between

"environmental ethics" and "animal-welfare ethics". I see meritorious

elements in each perspective.  What baffles me, however, is that the

reasoning of those who focus on the animal-welfare perspective seems to stop

with their concern for what their actions mean for cats.  For instance, the

scholar who had moved to New Zealand, and knew that his five cats were

hunting and killing many birds in his neighborhood, but decided not keep the

cats indoors or otherwise control their predation.  He explained that taking

measures to control his cats would be unethical:  "How far do we take this

before we completely destroy the animal?"

I understand and appreciate that concern, but what I cannot fathom is that

such people do not seem to comprehend that, just as they are responsible for

the consequences of their actions for their pets, they are every bit as

responsible for the consequences that their actions -- or inactions -- have

for the wildlife that their pets harass or kill.  The article brings that

home in terms of concrete implications for individuals who feed and look

after colonies of feral cats, if they come to be regarded as owners of --

and thus legally responsible for -- those cats: "They could conceivably be

charged with violations of [the Endangered Species Act or the Migratory Bird

Treaty Act] by aiding and abetting the killing of endangered or migratory

birds."  As someone who practices federal criminal law, I can guarantee you

that federal criminal prosecution is heavyweight stuff; it would be a huge

legal weapon to bring to bear against persons caring for feral cats, or

perhaps even failing to control their domestic pets.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From roper37 at gmail.com  Sun Dec  2 11:16:51 2007

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Sun Dec  2 11:26:57 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] red-shouldered hawk

Message-ID: <9b7905150712020916ib1b3fc8g522aec592fa379aa@mail.gmail.com>

Hello all,

Yesterday in the freezing rain we had a an adult Cooper's hawk and an

adult Red-shouldered hawk having a stand-off in the backyard (near

Leal School). They were about 30ft from each other at about the same

height in the trees. They faced each other and didn't move for about

an hour. The feeder birds all seemed to know that the Cooper's hawk

was preoccupied because they all returned to the feeders once the

stand-off began.

Also, about two weeks ago we had a pine siskin at one of our thistle

feeders. It was our first.

Sarah Roper

Urbana, IL

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sun Dec  2 13:59:51 2007

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sun Dec  2 14:00:09 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Adult PRAIRIE FALCON: Riverbend County Forest Preserve:


Champaign County

Message-ID: <16828.94929.qm@web56801.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Birders,

Although this bird may not be an easy chase through the cornfields of Mahomet, Illinois, I had to post this bird simply for the rarity it poses.  

After birding Riverbend County Forest Preserve in the rain, I was leaving on Mid-America Rd (heading east) when I saw a bird on a telephone pole that looked falcon sized and shaped.  Discussing with my wife the possible species this could be I came across Prairie Falcon in my head and realized this was a distinct possibility with the weather pattern and with the size of this bird.  I checked as many field marks as I possibly could, then snapped a few digi-binned photos (I forgot my scope this morning... never again shall I leave home without it!!).  Here is the photo I produced showing most of the necessary field marks.  

http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/birds/Taxonomy/Falconiformes/Falconidae/PRFA.html

I immediately called Bill Wasson who luckily lives right around the corner.  He was home and showed up in less than two minutes.  We both watched the bird for a while discussing the field marks.  After a while the bird got chased off by an accipiter (I didn't pay attention to this bird).  In flight, the falcon showed the diagnostic dark axials (armpits).  After alighting on a telephone pole two poles east of us, it sat for a while so we could observe the birds underside better.  Good looks from both the back and front of the bird.  After attempting another photo, the bird took off and flew VERY low to the ground (maybe three or four feet) across the corn field to the south.  I lost the bird while Bill followed it across Hwy 47 up the hill onto a tall tree east of his house.  We could not find the bird again after searching a little for it in the area of the tree where it flew.  

The falcon was seen just west of the intersection between Hwy 47 and Mid-America Rd in Mahomet, IL.  

Click here for a google map

If you choose to chase this bird, check all the power poles you can.  If you are cruising the roads in search of it, make sure to also check any grain elevators, cell towers, and barns you come across.  Remember that a Prairie Falcon can have a home range as large if not larger than a Peregrine Falcon (15-20 km in all directions).  There are no great places that come to mind for this bird to roost, so I don't expect this bird to stick around too long.  There are some options as you get closer to Champaign, but that is a stretch.  Birds however do have wings.  

If you have further questions, comments, or need better directions, please feel free to email me back.

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign, IL

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Be a better pen pal. 

Text or chat with friends inside Yahoo! Mail. See how.  http://overview.mail.yahoo.com/

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20071202/adf01987/attachment.htm

From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Sun Dec  2 19:41:00 2007

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Sun Dec  2 19:41:24 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] At Heron Park

Message-ID: <d6b.150c78c7.3484b8ac@aol.com>

Today I spent some time at Heron Park. Pretty quiet out there.  But, there 

was one bit of excitement. About 2:30 PM,  4 Sandhill Cranes  came in and landed 

to the south of the tower and south of the river. A  little while later 22 

more Sandhill Cranes came in and landed. Then 4 more  Sandhill Cranes came in a 

little later. A total of 30 Sandhill  Cranes.

                                                                  Bud Lewsader

**************************************Check out AOL's list of 2007's hottest 

products.

(http://money.aol.com/special/hot-products-2007?NCID=aoltop00030000000001)
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue Dec  4 20:42:14 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Tue Dec  4 20:44:55 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] No Chestnut-sided Warbler

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D8BFB5B61@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I have checked on the Chestnut-sided Warbler twice in the past week and been unable to re-locate it.  There is a substantial amount of habitat in the area so it's still possible the bird is around.  However, the bird does not appear to be associating with the large, mixed flock it was spending time with in late November.

Greg Lambeth

From smithsje at egix.net  Wed Dec  5 08:04:21 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed Dec  5 08:11:54 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rusty Blackbirds

Message-ID: <200712051411.lB5EBKCd022197@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This am, we had three Rusty Blackbirds at our feeders.  This is first of the season and first of 2007.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-12-05

From lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com  Fri Dec  7 08:19:06 2007

From: lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com (Linda Case)

Date: Fri Dec  7 08:19:28 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Harrier Behavior

In-Reply-To: <00bb01c7eda1$df2526e0$6500a8c0@vegan2>

Message-ID: <006901c838dc$206e4fc0$6400a8c0@vegan2>

Greetings,

I was hiking last evening at dusk over at LOW Conservation area (aka Buffalo

Trails) and saw three Northern Harriers apparently flying together.  They

were circling the large field on the northeast section of the preserve. We

(my dogs and I) were hiking the trail on the northern periphery and were

able to watch them fly for several minutes. It appeared that they were

hunting as they were flying low and stayed in the same field, circling

several times before finally flying on.  We see Harriers pretty regularly

flying over the large fields, so it was not unusual to see one (but always a

treat of course!). However, I have never seen three together like this and

was wondering if anyone else has seen this and if it is known whether or not

they hunt together.  I did read that Harriers will roost in groups in the

winter time, so perhaps this was a group of three looking for a roosting

site for the night.  I could not tell if they were male or female because it

was dusk and I could not discern color differences.  However, the size,

profile, and way of flying were definitely consistent with Harriers. 

Regardless of the reason, it was absolutely marvelous to see!  (We also had

a great sighting of a Barred Owl on the way back - he was sitting in a tree

and we were able to get quite close for a nice view!)

Linda Case 

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

(217) 586-4864

www.autumngoldconsulting.com

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Linda Case

Sent: Sunday, September 02, 2007 3:43 PM

To: 'Birdnotes'

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Saw-whet Owl at Allerton?

Greetings - 

Mike and I did an early morning run and then a hike out at Allerton today

and heard (but did not see) what we are pretty sure was a Northern Saw-Whet

Owl.  We stopped and listened for more than a minute and the bird called the

entire time.  We agreed upon the cadence, sound, etc. to be certain that we

would remember it when we came home. At the time, I thought it was either a

Black-billed Cuckoo or a Saw-whet as they sound somewhat similar to me. We

hear Saw-whets up in Maine, but not often enough for me to feel confident in

identifying them.  However, when we came home and looked it up on Thayers we

both agreed that the call we heard was the Saw-whet and not the Cuckoo.

I know that others have reported seeing Northern Saw-whet owls at Allerton,

but did not know if anyone has had a sighting this year.  The spot that we

heard the bird was on the trail that has the "Last Centaur". We were about

1/4 mile southwest of the Centaur, running northeast and the bird was

located somewhere in the forest to our left (north), toward the road.

We are planning more Allerton outings this fall so hope to hear (and maybe

see!) this bird again.

Linda

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

(217) 586-4864

www.autumngoldconsulting.com

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu 

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Fri Dec  7 09:51:06 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Fri Dec  7 09:53:55 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Harrier Behavior

In-Reply-To: <006901c838dc$206e4fc0$6400a8c0@vegan2>

References: <00bb01c7eda1$df2526e0$6500a8c0@vegan2>


<006901c838dc$206e4fc0$6400a8c0@vegan2>

Message-ID: <f2febd18ea7f.4759178a@insightbb.com>

Hi Linda and others,

A few years back I saw 3 Harriers at the Conservation Area (Buffalo Trace) also. Not sure when. It should be in my records somewhere - but I'm sure it was earlier in the fall since I'm not out there much in the winter. Other years I've usually see one although one year I saw 2 for subsequent visits. 

I just checked Bohlen and he says while migrating that they usually fly fairly low, just above the tree tops and that they mostly arrive in Oct or Nov.  Maybe these will stay (I would guess only if the food supply is good enough) and maybe you'll see them again?? When flying low, I've mainly seen them on the north side of the prairie near the northern edge running from west to east. 

Were was the Barred Owl?

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Linda Case <lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com>

Date: Friday, December 7, 2007 8:19

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Harrier Behavior

To: 'Birdnotes' <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Greetings,

> 

> I was hiking last evening at dusk over at LOW Conservation area 

> (aka Buffalo

> Trails) and saw three Northern Harriers apparently flying 

> together.  They

> were circling the large field on the northeast section of the 

> preserve. We

> (my dogs and I) were hiking the trail on the northern periphery 

> and were

> able to watch them fly for several minutes. It appeared that 

> they were

> hunting as they were flying low and stayed in the same field, circling

> several times before finally flying on.  We see Harriers 

> pretty regularly

> flying over the large fields, so it was not unusual to see one 

> (but always a

> treat of course!). However, I have never seen three together 

> like this and

> was wondering if anyone else has seen this and if it is known 

> whether or not

> they hunt together.  I did read that Harriers will roost in 

> groups in the

> winter time, so perhaps this was a group of three looking for a 

> roostingsite for the night.  I could not tell if they were 

> male or female because it

> was dusk and I could not discern color differences.  

> However, the size,

> profile, and way of flying were definitely consistent with 

> Harriers. 

> 

> Regardless of the reason, it was absolutely marvelous to 

> see!  (We also had

> a great sighting of a Barred Owl on the way back - he was 

> sitting in a tree

> and we were able to get quite close for a nice view!)

> 

> Linda Case 

> 

> Linda P. Case

> AutumnGold Consulting

> (217) 586-4864

> www.autumngoldconsulting.com

> lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu

> -----Original Message-----

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of 

> Linda Case

> Sent: Sunday, September 02, 2007 3:43 PM

> To: 'Birdnotes'

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Saw-whet Owl at Allerton?

> 

> Greetings - 

> 

> Mike and I did an early morning run and then a hike out at 

> Allerton today

> and heard (but did not see) what we are pretty sure was a 

> Northern Saw-Whet

> Owl.  We stopped and listened for more than a minute and 

> the bird called the

> entire time.  We agreed upon the cadence, sound, etc. to be 

> certain that we

> would remember it when we came home. At the time, I thought it 

> was either a

> Black-billed Cuckoo or a Saw-whet as they sound somewhat similar 

> to me. We

> hear Saw-whets up in Maine, but not often enough for me to feel 

> confident in

> identifying them.  However, when we came home and looked it 

> up on Thayers we

> both agreed that the call we heard was the Saw-whet and not the 

> Cuckoo.

> I know that others have reported seeing Northern Saw-whet owls 

> at Allerton,

> but did not know if anyone has had a sighting this year.  

> The spot that we

> heard the bird was on the trail that has the "Last Centaur". We 

> were about

> 1/4 mile southwest of the Centaur, running northeast and the 

> bird was

> located somewhere in the forest to our left (north), toward the road.

> 

> We are planning more Allerton outings this fall so hope to hear 

> (and maybe

> see!) this bird again.

> 

> Linda

> 

> 

> Linda P. Case

> AutumnGold Consulting

> (217) 586-4864

> www.autumngoldconsulting.com

> lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu 

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 
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From lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com  Fri Dec  7 15:49:17 2007

From: lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com (Linda Case)

Date: Fri Dec  7 15:49:46 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Harrier Behavior

In-Reply-To: <f2febd18ea7f.4759178a@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <004201c8391b$06434030$6400a8c0@vegan2>

Hi Charlene and others,

Thanks for your note and the information, Charlene.  We actually do see

Harriers all winter long - both out here at our house and on the preserve.

It is not all that unusual for me to watch a Harrier hunt over the plowed

fields across from our house.  My office looks right out onto the field and

I always have binocs handy.  We also see them relatively regularly out on

the preserve.  So, I am surprised to learn that Harriers are supposed to

only migrate through here!  I had just assumed that they always stayed for

the winter, but now I wonder if perhaps I am seeing different birds as they

migrate through.  Perhaps the birds I saw last night were migrating?

Regarding the Barred Owl - it was near the parking lot on the West side of

the preserve (where the old barn used to be).  We were walking back on the

paved path and the bird was sitting in a tree just after the first 90-degree

turn in the path, about 1/8 mile from the parking lot.  It was the closest I

have ever gotten to a Barred Owl as he just sat in the tree and watched us.

The dogs were all on lead and were more interested in snorting around on the

ground, so I don't think they ever saw him.   We see Barred and the

occasional Great Horned owl along that path throughout the winter, more

often hearing than seeing them, though.  Another place that we see and hear

Barred owls often this time of year is on the north side of the Covered

Bridge on the groomed side of the Park.  You can hear them almost any day at

dusk or in the early morning in the lowland wooded areas.

Hope to see you out on the trails soon!

Linda

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

(217) 586-4864

www.autumngoldconsulting.com

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu <mailto:orlcase@uiuc.edu> 

  _____  

From: ckanchor@insightbb.com [mailto:ckanchor@insightbb.com] 

Sent: Friday, December 07, 2007 9:51 AM

To: Linda Case

Cc: 'Birdnotes'

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Northern Harrier Behavior

Hi Linda and others,

A few years back I saw 3 Harriers at the Conservation Area (Buffalo Trace)

also. Not sure when. It should be in my records somewhere - but I'm sure it

was earlier in the fall since I'm not out there much in the winter. Other

years I've usually see one although one year I saw 2 for subsequent visits. 

I just checked Bohlen and he says while migrating that they usually fly

fairly low, just above the tree tops and that they mostly arrive in Oct or

Nov.  Maybe these will stay (I would guess only if the food supply is good

enough) and maybe you'll see them again?? When flying low, I've mainly seen

them on the north side of the prairie near the northern edge running from

west to east. 

Were was the Barred Owl?

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Linda Case <lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com>

Date: Friday, December 7, 2007 8:19

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Harrier Behavior

To: 'Birdnotes' <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Greetings,

> 

> I was hiking last evening at dusk over at LOW Conservation area 

> (aka Buffalo

> Trails) and saw three Northern Harriers apparently flying 

> together.  They

> were circling the large field on the northeast section of the 

> preserve. We

> (my dogs and I) were hiking the trail on the northern periphery 

> and were

> able to watch them fly for several minutes. It appeared that 

> they were

> hunting as they were flying low and stayed in the same field, circling

> several times before finally flying on.  We see Harriers 

> pretty regularly

> flying over the large fields, so it was not unusual to see one 

> (but always a

> treat of course!). However, I have never seen three together 

> like this and

> was wondering if anyone else has seen this and if it is known 

> whether or not

> they hunt together.  I did read that Harriers will roost in 

> groups in the

> winter time, so perhaps this was a group of three looking for a 

> roostingsite for the night.  I could not tell if they were 

> male or female because it

> was dusk and I could not discern color differences.  

> However, the size,

> profile, and way of flying were definitely consistent with 

> Harriers. 

> 

> Regardless of the reason, it was absolutely marvelous to 

> see!  (We also had

> a great sighting of a Barred Owl on the way back - he was 

> sitting in a tree

> and we were able to get quite close for a nice view!)

> 

> Linda Case 

> 

> Linda P. Case

> AutumnGold Consulting

> (217) 586-4864

> www.autumngoldconsulting.com

> lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu

> -----Original Message-----

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of 

> Linda Case

> Sent: Sunday, September 02, 2007 3:43 PM

> To: 'Birdnotes'

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Saw-whet Owl at Allerton?

> 

> Greetings - 

> 

> Mike and I did an early morning run and then a hike out at 

> Allerton today

> and heard (but did not see) what we are pretty sure was a 

> Northern Saw-Whet

> Owl.  We stopped and listened for more than a minute and 

> the bird called the

> entire time.  We agreed upon the cadence, sound, etc. to be 

> certain that we

> would remember it when we came home. At the time, I thought it 

> was either a

> Black-billed Cuckoo or a Saw-whet as they sound somewhat similar 

> to me. We

> hear Saw-whets up in Maine, but not often enough for me to feel 

> confident in

> identifying them.  However, when we came home and looked it 

> up on Thayers we

> both agreed that the call we heard was the Saw-whet and not the 

> Cuckoo.

> I know that others have reported seeing Northern Saw-whet owls 

> at Allerton,

> but did not know if anyone has had a sighting this year.  

> The spot that we

> heard the bird was on the trail that has the "Last Centaur". We 

> were about

> 1/4 mile southwest of the Centaur, running northeast and the 

> bird was

> located somewhere in the forest to our left (north), toward the road.

> 

> We are planning more Allerton outings this fall so hope to hear 

> (and maybe

> see!) this bird again.

> 

> Linda

> 

> 

> Linda P. Case

> AutumnGold Consulting

> (217) 586-4864

> www.autumngoldconsulting.com

> lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu 

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Fri Dec  7 22:23:26 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Fri Dec  7 22:23:29 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Harrier Behavior

In-Reply-To: <004201c8391b$06434030$6400a8c0@vegan2>

References: <f2febd18ea7f.4759178a@insightbb.com>


<004201c8391b$06434030$6400a8c0@vegan2>

Message-ID: <f423cbedac86.4759c7de@insightbb.com>

Linda and others,

I didn't mean to give the impression that the Harriers you saw were migrating. I just checked Bohlen to find out their usual migration and arrival time here.  It would make sense for them to be out there all winter. We also see them in Meadowbrook all winter as well. But it sounds like you have the perfect spot for viewing!

Charlene

----- Original Message -----

From: Linda Case <lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com>

Date: Friday, December 7, 2007 15:49

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Northern Harrier Behavior

To: ckanchor@insightbb.com

Cc: 'Birdnotes' <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Hi Charlene and others,

> 

>  

> 

> Thanks for your note and the information, Charlene.  We 

> actually do see

> Harriers all winter long - both out here at our house and on the 

> preserve.It is not all that unusual for me to watch a Harrier 

> hunt over the plowed

> fields across from our house.  My office looks right out 

> onto the field and

> I always have binocs handy.  We also see them relatively 

> regularly out on

> the preserve.  So, I am surprised to learn that Harriers 

> are supposed to

> only migrate through here!  I had just assumed that they 

> always stayed for

> the winter, but now I wonder if perhaps I am seeing different 

> birds as they

> migrate through.  Perhaps the birds I saw last night were 

> migrating?

>  

> 

> Regarding the Barred Owl - it was near the parking lot on the 

> West side of

> the preserve (where the old barn used to be).  We were 

> walking back on the

> paved path and the bird was sitting in a tree just after the 

> first 90-degree

> turn in the path, about 1/8 mile from the parking lot.  It 

> was the closest I

> have ever gotten to a Barred Owl as he just sat in the tree and 

> watched us.

> The dogs were all on lead and were more interested in snorting 

> around on the

> ground, so I don't think they ever saw him.   We see 

> Barred and the

> occasional Great Horned owl along that path throughout the 

> winter, more

> often hearing than seeing them, though.  Another place that 

> we see and hear

> Barred owls often this time of year is on the north side of the 

> CoveredBridge on the groomed side of the Park.  You can 

> hear them almost any day at

> dusk or in the early morning in the lowland wooded areas.

> 

>  

> 

> Hope to see you out on the trails soon!

> 

>  

> 

> Linda

> 

>  

> 

> Linda P. Case

> 

> AutumnGold Consulting

> 

> (217) 586-4864

> 

> www.autumngoldconsulting.com

> 

> lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu 

> <mailto:orlcase@uiuc.edu> 

> 

>   _____  

> 

> From: ckanchor@insightbb.com [mailto:ckanchor@insightbb.com] 

> Sent: Friday, December 07, 2007 9:51 AM

> To: Linda Case

> Cc: 'Birdnotes'

> Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Northern Harrier Behavior

> 

>  

> 

> Hi Linda and others,

> 

>  

> 

> A few years back I saw 3 Harriers at the Conservation Area 

> (Buffalo Trace)

> also. Not sure when. It should be in my records somewhere - but 

> I'm sure it

> was earlier in the fall since I'm not out there much in the 

> winter. Other

> years I've usually see one although one year I saw 2 for 

> subsequent visits. 

> 

> I just checked Bohlen and he says while migrating that they 

> usually fly

> fairly low, just above the tree tops and that they mostly arrive 

> in Oct or

> Nov.  Maybe these will stay (I would guess only if the food 

> supply is good

> enough) and maybe you'll see them again?? When flying low, I've 

> mainly seen

> them on the north side of the prairie near the northern edge 

> running from

> west to east. 

> 

>  

> 

> Were was the Barred Owl?

> 

> Charlene Anchor

> 

>  

> 

>  

> 

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: Linda Case <lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com>

> Date: Friday, December 7, 2007 8:19

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Harrier Behavior

> To: 'Birdnotes' <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> 

> > Greetings,

> > 

> > I was hiking last evening at dusk over at LOW Conservation 

> area 

> > (aka Buffalo

> > Trails) and saw three Northern Harriers apparently flying 

> > together.  They

> > were circling the large field on the northeast section of the 

> > preserve. We

> > (my dogs and I) were hiking the trail on the northern 

> periphery 

> > and were

> > able to watch them fly for several minutes. It appeared that 

> > they were

> > hunting as they were flying low and stayed in the same field, 

> circling> several times before finally flying on.  We see 

> Harriers 

> > pretty regularly

> > flying over the large fields, so it was not unusual to see one 

> > (but always a

> > treat of course!). However, I have never seen three together 

> > like this and

> > was wondering if anyone else has seen this and if it is known 

> > whether or not

> > they hunt together.  I did read that Harriers will roost 

> in 

> > groups in the

> > winter time, so perhaps this was a group of three looking for 

> a 

> > roostingsite for the night.  I could not tell if they 

> were 

> > male or female because it

> > was dusk and I could not discern color differences.  

> > However, the size,

> > profile, and way of flying were definitely consistent with 

> > Harriers. 

> > 

> > Regardless of the reason, it was absolutely marvelous to 

> > see!  (We also had

> > a great sighting of a Barred Owl on the way back - he was 

> > sitting in a tree

> > and we were able to get quite close for a nice view!)

> > 

> > Linda Case 

> > 

> > Linda P. Case

> > AutumnGold Consulting

> > (217) 586-4864

> > www.autumngoldconsulting.com

> > lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu

> > -----Original Message-----

> > From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> > [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of 

> > Linda Case

> > Sent: Sunday, September 02, 2007 3:43 PM

> > To: 'Birdnotes'

> > Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Saw-whet Owl at Allerton?

> > 

> > Greetings - 

> > 

> > Mike and I did an early morning run and then a hike out at 

> > Allerton today

> > and heard (but did not see) what we are pretty sure was a 

> > Northern Saw-Whet

> > Owl.  We stopped and listened for more than a minute and 

> > the bird called the

> > entire time.  We agreed upon the cadence, sound, etc. to 

> be 

> > certain that we

> > would remember it when we came home. At the time, I thought it 

> > was either a

> > Black-billed Cuckoo or a Saw-whet as they sound somewhat 

> similar 

> > to me. We

> > hear Saw-whets up in Maine, but not often enough for me to 

> feel 

> > confident in

> > identifying them.  However, when we came home and looked 

> it 

> > up on Thayers we

> > both agreed that the call we heard was the Saw-whet and not 

> the 

> > Cuckoo.

> > I know that others have reported seeing Northern Saw-whet owls 

> > at Allerton,

> > but did not know if anyone has had a sighting this year.  

> > The spot that we

> > heard the bird was on the trail that has the "Last Centaur". 

> We 

> > were about

> > 1/4 mile southwest of the Centaur, running northeast and the 

> > bird was

> > located somewhere in the forest to our left (north), toward 

> the road.

> > 

> > We are planning more Allerton outings this fall so hope to 

> hear 

> > (and maybe

> > see!) this bird again.

> > 

> > Linda

> > 

> > 

> > Linda P. Case

> > AutumnGold Consulting

> > (217) 586-4864

> > www.autumngoldconsulting.com

> > lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu 

> > 

> > 

> > _______________________________________________

> > Birdnotes mailing list

> > Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> > https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> > 

> > 

> > _______________________________________________

> > Birdnotes mailing list

> > Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> > https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> > 

> 

> 
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From smithsje at egix.net  Sat Dec  8 08:42:31 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sat Dec  8 08:49:54 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cranes

Message-ID: <200712081449.lB8EnXkx001692@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Yesterday evening, 5 pm, Sandhill Cranes were calling high overhead.  It was too dark to see them. 

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-12-08

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Dec  8 23:25:03 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Dec  8 23:25:05 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 8 Dec. -- Lotta traffic

Message-ID: <30ec30250712082125h6fe6e5c5ta149c769d3fdf1e5@mail.gmail.com>

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

About 8:35 this morning, we had THREE of them working our suet cage at

once.  I'd been wondering if we had more than a pair, but had not been able

to spot more than two together, up to this point.

Just before noon, I spotted a CAROLINA WREN

-- 

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

Federal Public Defender's Office

Central District of Illinois

300 West Main Street

Urbana IL  61801-2624

217-373-0666

217-373-0667 (fax)

Brian_Threlkeld@fd.org
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Dec  8 23:42:10 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Dec  8 23:42:13 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 8 Dec. -- Lotta traffic [completed msg]

Message-ID: <30ec30250712082142h42eb578en2e8ace5bd5e142df@mail.gmail.com>

(*Sorry about the repeat; I hit some button on the keyboard that sent the

draft before this was finished*.)

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

About 8:35 this morning, we had THREE of them working our suet cage at

once.  I'd been wondering if we had more than a pair, but had not been able

to spot more than two together, up to this point.

Just before noon, I spotted a CAROLINA WREN joining a nuthatch at the suet.

Hadn't seen a wren in a while.

Otherwise, the usual suspects today.  DOWNY WOODPECKERS, CARDINALS,

DARK-EYED JUNCOS, lots of HOUSE FINCHES, and HOSPs around the feeders; CROWS

and GEESE flying overhead.

At some point in the last week, we had a hawk flying back and forth across

the yard, and perching in the big ash.  Pretty sure it's a juvenile Cooper's

or sharp-shinned, but even with pretty good looks I can't tell the

difference between the two. I know about the "squared-off" versus "rounded"

tail field marks, but the harder I look at those feathers, the less clear

the ID of the particular bird seems!  I suspect the hawk spooks the birds

from the feeders fairly often, but I don't usually see it in the field of

view from the back window.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sun Dec  9 21:55:47 2007

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sun Dec  9 21:55:50 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rehash of Cooper's vs. Sharpie discussion (No Sightings)

Message-ID: <594413.26962.qm@web56812.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Regarding Brian's problem accipiter identification noted here:

"At some point in the last week, we had a hawk flying back and forth

across the yard, and perching in the big ash.  Pretty sure it's a

juvenile Cooper's or sharp-shinned, but even with pretty good looks I

can't tell the difference between the two. I know about the

"squared-off" versus "rounded" tail field marks, but the harder I look

at those feathers, the less clear the ID of the particular bird seems!"

I thought I would mention the previous discussion that was had on these species, as well as point back to the Mr. Bill's Mystery Bird Quiz that also discusses very well the field marks of the accipiters.  

Here is the link to the previous thread of discussions on Birdnotes:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/2006-January/thread.html#1151

Here is the link to Mr. Bill's Mystery Bird Quiz that discusses those wily accipiters and their identification:

http://www.cfo-link.org/MrBill/answer.php (in the top right corner drag down to #125).

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign, IL

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Never miss a thing.  Make Yahoo your home page. 

http://www.yahoo.com/r/hs
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From j.courson at mchsi.com  Sun Dec  9 22:04:06 2007

From: j.courson at mchsi.com (Jeffrey A. Courson)

Date: Sun Dec  9 22:04:10 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] White Blue Jay in Urbana

Message-ID: <200712100404.lBA447Wk021237@gserve053.lis.uiuc.edu>

Reported to me today a White and Black.Blue Jay in Northeast Urbana.

All white with only black markings.

Jeff

-------------- next part --------------
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Dec 10 08:56:15 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Dec 10 09:00:19 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Weaver Park

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250712082142h42eb578en2e8ace5bd5e142df@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9011B@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

There was a Red Tail and a Cooper's Hawk at Weaver Park Saturday

afternoon in the freezing rain :-).

The Red Tail was calling...

Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Dec 10 09:20:06 2007

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Dec 10 09:20:35 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Belated Peregrine sighting

Message-ID: <611851.60707.qm@web60124.mail.yahoo.com>

Cathy and I spotted a Peregrine perched on the streetlight above the intersection of Windsor Road and Prospect Avenue in Champaign around 11:30 a.m. on Saturday.  A brief look (we were in traffic) seemed to indicate an adult, but didn't have a place to really pull off and look.

Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Mon Dec 10 09:57:23 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Mon Dec 10 09:57:33 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Weaver Park

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9011B@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

References: <30ec30250712082142h42eb578en2e8ace5bd5e142df@mail.gmail.com>


<2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9011B@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <f6aade44ca2f.475d0d83@insightbb.com>

I forgot all about this until I read Bob's email. On Saturday a very large Red-tailed Hawk was sitting in a tree in a friend's back yard on Lynn St in Urbana - until it was chased off to the east by a group of noisy crows. 

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "Vaiden, Robert" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu>

Date: Monday, December 10, 2007 9:00

Subject: [Birdnotes] Weaver Park

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> There was a Red Tail and a Cooper's Hawk at Weaver Park Saturday

> afternoon in the freezing rain :-).

>  

> The Red Tail was calling...

>  

> Bob Vaiden

> 
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From smithsje at egix.net  Mon Dec 10 10:44:27 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Mon Dec 10 11:45:53 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's vs Sharp-shinned debate

Message-ID: <200712101651.lBAGpX9J015930@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Last week, we had an accipiter catch and began feeding on a House Sparrow just outside the window.  T

It wasn't more eight feet distant, and I'm still not certain which one it was.  It was an adult.  It had to have been either a female Sharp-shinned or male Cooper's.  I got the camera and took 4 photos, but the bird was not at a good angle to get the field marks.  When I moved to get a better postion, it saw me and flew away with the sparrow.  I hope that I can determine specie from the photo. (slide)

Kenn Kaufman in Advanced Birding devotes 12 pages to the problems identifing Accipiters.  He writes that no single field mark is foolproof by itself.  He goes into great detail on how to evaluate a combination of field marks.  He discounts size due to not always having a reference point from which to start.  Advanced Birding is a handy book to have; also covered are gulls, winter loons, jaegers, terns, emipidomax, etc.

I have a photo of a window kill Sharp-shinned in which the tail is at the end of a 12 inch ruler, and the head does not quite reach 10.  I usually use size to distinguish accipiters as follows: Sharpie not much bigger than a bluejay; Cooper's very similar to a crow, and and a Goshawk similar in size to a Red-tail. But I

still need a reference of some sort.       

Once on the Champaign County CBC, I found a Red-shouldered Hawk and a Goshawk trying to see which had the right to perch in a single tree.  The Goshawk took and kept the upper branches, while the othe hawk had to perch mid ways up.  In this case, the Goshawk was definitely bigger.    

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-12-10

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Mon Dec 10 20:20:56 2007

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Mon Dec 10 20:21:14 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Yellow-rumped warbler, pipit

Message-ID: <d38.19608e4a.348f4e08@aol.com>

In a lunchtime walk through UI Forestry there were  Robins and Waxwings 

feeding on the frozen honeysuckle berries and a couple of  Yellow-rumped warblers 

(haven't seen them for awhile).  Coming back along  south Lincoln Ave I also 

saw an American pipit along the road.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

**************************************See AOL's top rated recipes 

(http://food.aol.com/top-rated-recipes?NCID=aoltop00030000000004)
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue Dec 11 12:29:05 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue Dec 11 12:29:12 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Annals of federal law -- $90,


000.00 financial penalties for poisoning birds in Champaign county

Message-ID: <30ec30250712111029h78d4a5aexf7e00dc89167cba8@mail.gmail.com>

http://www.redorbit.com/news/science/1172430/brothers_fined_90000_for_poisoning_birds/index.html?source=r_science

On November 20 the brothers Michael and Norman Wachstetter pled guilty in

federal district court to three counts of poisoning birds. They used animal

carcasses laced with Furadan 4F (a registered and restricted use pesticide),

on their farm near Foosland, in Champaign County.  (The brothers were

represented by privately retained counsel.)  They were charged with

violations of the Migratory Bird Treaty Act, pursuant to 16 U.S.C. ?? 703,

707(a), and 18 U.S.C. ? 2.

The charging document alleged that (1) on April 5, 2004, they poisoned three

birds, including one Red-tailed Hawk and two American Crows, (2) on March

14, 2005, they poisoned three Red-tailed Hawks, and (3) on October 6, 2005,

they poisoned four Black Vultures.

(The last is kind of interesting, since we're supposed to be a bit north of

Black Vulture range.  The charged violations, by the way, are not an

exhaustive enumeration of even all the birds these guys killed.  They simply

account for the killings for which the government had lined up the evidence

necessary to sustain prosecutions and convictions.)

The Wachstetters entered their pleas at the Urbana federal courthouse,

before U.S. Magistrate Judge David G. Bernthal.  Judge Bernthal imposed

sentence on each defendant of one year probation. He also imposed on each

defendant, as a special condition, the requirement to pay the National Fish

and Wildlife Foundation $15,000.00 (which cannot be claimed as a tax

deduction or characterized as a donation or contribution). In addition, each

defendant was assessed a $30,000.00 fine ($10,000.00 as to each count), and

the mandatory $75 special assessment ($25 as to each count).

My friends in the U.S. Attorney's Office tell me that these guys claimed

they had some notion of starting a game farm, and were trying to kill

animals that were preying on the pheasants on their land.  But it seems that

neither their game-farm plans nor their motivations for poisoning wildlife

were very coherent.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue Dec 11 13:04:49 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Tue Dec 11 13:06:33 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign CBC (No sightings)

In-Reply-To: <d38.19608e4a.348f4e08@aol.com>

References: <d38.19608e4a.348f4e08@aol.com>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D8C66DF40@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

A reminder to everyone on Birdnotes that the Champaign County Christmas Bird Count is this Saturday.  The count week begins on Wednesday, I believe, so keep track of what you see within the count circle later this week and post to Birdnotes.  I've had a Merlin twice in the past week and this would be a specie that would be easy to miss on the count.

Greg Lambeth
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From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Wed Dec 12 12:22:55 2007

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Wed Dec 12 12:23:11 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <570516.20807.qm@web82610.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Short drive before work:

  Kingfisher - 1

  Red-shouldered Hawk

  Canada Goose - 190+

  Mallard - 39+

  Carolina Chickadee

  Robin - only 1

  Blue Jays 

  Cardinals

  Juncos

  Am. Kestrel - 2 - on 2500 on way there
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From rem at uiuc.edu  Wed Dec 12 12:59:23 2007

From: rem at uiuc.edu (Robert E Miller)

Date: Wed Dec 12 12:59:50 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine?

Message-ID: <20071212125923.AYB57482@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

Hi all,

I just saw a large bird which I suspect is a Peregrine Falcon perched on the top of the steeple of the church on the SE corner of Green and Mathews.  The time is 12:45 pm on Wednesday, 12/12.  I don't have my bioculars so I can't be certain of the species.

Bob Miller

From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Wed Dec 12 13:41:28 2007

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Wed Dec 12 13:42:32 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Not peregrine, red-tail :(

Message-ID: <963b67030712121141o30af26eu7efe1e53b6c3ae2a@mail.gmail.com>

Not that I was sitting at my desk writing and happy for any excuse to run

outside, but . . .

I do have my binoculars, and the bird on the cross is/was a red-tailed hawk.

I have seen it there on a few occasions before (and have *always* thought

"peregrine" first).

Since I was out I rode over to look for the falcon that had been hanging

around near the Tower at 3rd, but had no luck there either.

Rob Kanter

On Dec 12, 2007 12:59 PM, Robert E Miller <rem@uiuc.edu> wrote:

> Hi all,

>

> I just saw a large bird which I suspect is a Peregrine Falcon perched on

> the top of the steeple of the church on the SE corner of Green and Mathews.

>  The time is 12:45 pm on Wednesday, 12/12.  I don't have my bioculars so I

> can't be certain of the species.

>

> Bob Miller

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20071212/c4475a95/attachment.htm

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed Dec 12 16:16:56 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed Dec 12 16:17:18 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Not peregrine, red-tail :(

In-Reply-To: <963b67030712121141o30af26eu7efe1e53b6c3ae2a@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <847436.85582.qm@web57113.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  I've also made the same mistake in that exact same spot...seeing a large bird on that steeple, not having my binoculars and assuming "Peregrine", only to hear later that it was a Red-tail.

  Bernie Sloan

Rob Kanter <rkanter@uiuc.edu> wrote:

  Not that I was sitting at my desk writing and happy for any excuse to run outside, but . . .

I do have my binoculars, and the bird on the cross is/was a red-tailed hawk. I have seen it there on a few occasions before (and have *always* thought "peregrine" first). 

Since I was out I rode over to look for the falcon that had been hanging around near the Tower at 3rd, but had no luck there either.

Rob Kanter

  On Dec 12, 2007 12:59 PM, Robert E Miller < rem@uiuc.edu> wrote:

  Hi all,

I just saw a large bird which I suspect is a Peregrine Falcon perched on the top of the steeple of the church on the SE corner of Green and Mathews.  The time is 12:45 pm on Wednesday, 12/12.  I don't have my bioculars so I can't be certain of the species. 

Bob Miller

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

_______________________________________________
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From smithsje at egix.net  Wed Dec 12 17:20:09 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed Dec 12 17:27:27 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Count week birds

Message-ID: <200712122327.lBCNRICr024382@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This afternoon, these birds were at Homer Lake:

Canada Geese:  500 to 1000

Cackling Goose         1

Common Merganser:  5

Ring-necked duck

1 

Mallards                  50 +/-

Hybrid duck



1      (It can fly OK, and quacks a lot.)

Flicker





3

Red-breasted Nuthatch
1

Robin                         1

assorted sparrows    many.  

Cardinals



many 

north & south ends of lake were ice free.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-12-12

From smithsje at egix.net  Thu Dec 13 13:59:34 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Thu Dec 13 14:08:04 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] count week birds

Message-ID: <200712132006.lBDK6w7f016301@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

The 5 Common Mergansers were still present at Homer Lake this am.  4 at the north end and 1 near the south. 

The Ring-necked Duck, Cackling Goose, and the duck of questionable heritage were not located. Hundreds of Canadas still present. 

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-12-13

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Dec 16 07:34:37 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Dec 16 07:36:15 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign CBC

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D90D55C06@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Steve Bailey, Rob Kanter and myself covered Meadowbrook, the Forestry and South Farms for the Champaign CBC yesterday.  We spent nearly the entire day on foot and the weather wasn't too bad except for the period from 1:30pm to 2:30pm when it was raining.  That was awful.  Otherwise, we had an enjoyable day and managed to put together a list of 50 species.  The weather did supress bird activity and we missed a few things that I'm sure are in the area.  The highlights from the day include SAW WHET OWL, LONG-EARED OWL and AMERICAN PIPIT.  Unfortunately, we were not able to find the Chestnut-sided Warbler and I assume that the bird perished a few weeks ago.

We actually had Pipits in two locations.  There were 14 birds at their "usual" location -- the large manure pile on the South Farms.  We've had them there several years in a row and last year the flock was an astounding 88 birds.  The other 4 birds were feeding at open water at Stone Creek subdivision. We also had a Common Snipe there.

In addition, we had Cackling Goose, Great-blue Heron, Hermit Thrush, Fox Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, E. Meadowlark, 4 Yellow-rumped Warblers (in a small "flock"), 4 Harriers, Rusty Blackbird and Black Duck.

Notable misses included Brown Creeper, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Savannah Sparrow, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and White-breasted Nuthatch.  We almost didn't get Cedar Waxwing and I had a flock of well over 100 birds at Meadowbrook just last weekend.

I have posted a link to a photo of the Saw Whet Owl:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Rarities.html

This bird is in a very exposed location so I am posting only the general information that it was seen in the South Farms area.

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Dec 16 10:05:54 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Dec 16 10:11:30 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Chipping Sparrow

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D90D55C08@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

A Chipping Sparrow visited my feeder this morning a day after the Christmas Bird Count -- oh well, at least we'll have it for the count period. I was able to get some decent photos which I've posted to my web site.

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Rarities.html

Greg Lambeth

From smithsje at egix.net  Sun Dec 16 20:47:33 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sun Dec 16 20:55:49 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] CBC result at Homer Lake

Message-ID: <200712170254.lBH2smoY017649@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Jackie Worden and I were the only observers at Homer Lake on December 15.  

When we arrived just at daylight, we tried to count all waterfowl first before hikers, runners and dog wallkers had frightened all birds off the lake.  Counting hundreds of geese through falling snow was a challenge.  We did manage to count 427 Canada Geese, 4 Common Mergansers, a few Mallards and one hybrid duck.  By mid-day, all waterfowl were gone.  About 4:30 pm, waterfowl reutrned in greater numbers, but it was soon too dark to get a count..    

For the rest of the day, we hiked the trials all over the area through falling snow, sleet and rain.  All together, we found 41 specie, but few individuals on each.  Amoung the more unusual were a Snipe, 2 Hermit Thrushes, a Wild Turkey, one unidentified Kinglet, 2 Pileated Woodpeckers, a Fox Sparrow and 6 Eastern Bluebirds.  Not found were any owls, and only one hawk that was not positively identified.  Since fresh pheasant foot prints in the snow cannot be counted, we had to track down one to make it flush so that we could add it  to our list.

Over all, we were rather wet by day's end.

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-12-16

From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Sun Dec 16 21:41:56 2007

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Sun Dec 16 21:42:18 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Springfield Sunday 16

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20071216213920.03387420@mail.kspei.com>

Hello all, The Springfield CBC was called off by Dave Bohlen today due to 

conditions.  It is to be Thur Jan 3, 2008.  We had already birded some 

before we found out and then kept going for a while.  It was a beautiful 

bright and sunny day with 8 inches of fresh powdery snow making getting 

around a bit slower.  We basically just did our neighborhood, Adams 

Wildlife Sanctuary, and out by the airport.  We watched the Cooper's Hawk 

in an aerial pursuit of a Mourning Dove which it caught and brought back to 

the road.  Three of the Red Tailed Hawks were western types, one with a 

pale tail and reddish belly, they were all together and interacting as 

well.  There were 18 Cardinals sitting in one honeysuckle bush early this 

am near our home.  We were lucky to get 3 Carolina Wrens and one Winter 

Wren today, as well as Brown Creepers, Red breasted Nuthatches, and Golden 

Crowned Kinglets which were foraging by hovering on the undersides of snow 

topped branches.  We could not locate the Eastern Towhee near our home 

today.  It was difficult getting around, and very windy in open areas, as 

well as difficult parking,  Also several yahoos driving like maniacs and 

fishtailing on the airport roads.  We logged 32 species, listed below in no 

particular order.  Rhetta Jack, Springfield, IL Sangamon Co.

Blue Jay 25

American Goldfinch 13

House Sparrow 201

European Starling 280

Mourning Dove 24

Dark-eyed Junco 63

White-breasted Nuthatch 6

Tufted Titmouse 3

Barred Owl 1

American Robin 4

Northern Cardinal 36

Brown Creeper 7

American Crow 80

Downy Woodpecker 17

Red-bellied Woodpecker 5

White-throated Sparrow 6

Song Sparrow 1

Greater White-fronted Goose 60

Hairy Woodpecker 2

Carolina Wren 3

Canada Goose 36

Black-capped Chickadee 7

Rock Pigeon 592

Ring-billed Gull 3

Red-breasted Nuthatch 8

Golden-crowned Kinglet 9

Winter Wren 1

Red-tailed Hawk 6

American Kestrel 4

Cooper's Hawk 1 imm

American Tree Sparrow 10

Horned Lark 35 

From rem at uiuc.edu  Mon Dec 17 10:26:07 2007

From: rem at uiuc.edu (Robert E Miller)

Date: Mon Dec 17 10:56:34 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 47, Issue 13

Message-ID: <20071217102607.AYG20574@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

Hi Greg,

Was the Long Eared Owl in the same general location in the Cedar Grove as the ones from a year and a half or so ago?  Thanks,

Bob Miller

---- Original message ----

>Date: Sun, 16 Dec 2007 12:00:04 -0600 (CST)

>From: birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org  

>Subject: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 47, Issue 13  

>To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

>Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to

>
birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

>To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit

>
https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to

>
birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

>

>You can reach the person managing the list at

>
birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

>

>When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific

>than "Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

>

>

>Today's Topics:

>

>   1. Champaign CBC (Lambeth, Gregory S)

>   2. Chipping Sparrow (Lambeth, Gregory S)

>

>

>----------------------------------------------------------------------

>

>Message: 1

>Date: Sun, 16 Dec 2007 07:34:37 -0600

>From: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign CBC

>To: Bird Notes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

>Message-ID:

>
<F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D90D55C06@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

>Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>

>

>

>Steve Bailey, Rob Kanter and myself covered Meadowbrook, the Forestry and South Farms for the Champaign CBC yesterday.  We spent nearly the entire day on foot and the weather wasn't too bad except for the period from 1:30pm to 2:30pm when it was raining.  That was awful.  Otherwise, we had an enjoyable day and managed to put together a list of 50 species.  The weather did supress bird activity and we missed a few things that I'm sure are in the area.  The highlights from the day include SAW WHET OWL, LONG-EARED OWL and AMERICAN PIPIT.  Unfortunately, we were not able to find the Chestnut-sided Warbler and I assume that the bird perished a few weeks ago.

>

>We actually had Pipits in two locations.  There were 14 birds at their "usual" location -- the large manure pile on the South Farms.  We've had them there several years in a row and last year the flock was an astounding 88 birds.  The other 4 birds were feeding at open water at Stone Creek subdivision. We also had a Common Snipe there.

>

>In addition, we had Cackling Goose, Great-blue Heron, Hermit Thrush, Fox Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, E. Meadowlark, 4 Yellow-rumped Warblers (in a small "flock"), 4 Harriers, Rusty Blackbird and Black Duck.

>

>Notable misses included Brown Creeper, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Savannah Sparrow, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and White-breasted Nuthatch.  We almost didn't get Cedar Waxwing and I had a flock of well over 100 birds at Meadowbrook just last weekend.

>

>I have posted a link to a photo of the Saw Whet Owl:

>

>http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Rarities.html

>

>This bird is in a very exposed location so I am posting only the general information that it was seen in the South Farms area.

>

>Greg Lambeth

>

>

>------------------------------

>

>Message: 2

>Date: Sun, 16 Dec 2007 10:05:54 -0600

>From: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Chipping Sparrow

>To: Bird Notes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

>Message-ID:

>
<F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D90D55C08@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

>Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

>

>

>A Chipping Sparrow visited my feeder this morning a day after the Christmas Bird Count -- oh well, at least we'll have it for the count period. I was able to get some decent photos which I've posted to my web site.

>

>http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Rarities.html

>

>Greg Lambeth

>

>

>------------------------------

>

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>

>End of Birdnotes Digest, Vol 47, Issue 13

>*****************************************

From smithsje at egix.net  Mon Dec 17 18:56:33 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Mon Dec 17 19:04:02 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Feeder bird list on 12/16 & 17. 

Message-ID: <200712180103.lBI13nea031998@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Snow cover made feeder watching more interesting.

The following feeder bird list followed Cornell's Feeder Watch proceedures.

Mourning Dove                       18

Red-headed Woodpecker           2

Red-bellied Woodpecker           2

Downy








2

Hairy Woodpecker



  1

Blue Jay







5

Carolina Chickadee




1

Tuffed Titmouse





3

Red-breasted Nuthatch


 2

White-breasted Nuthatch


 1

Carolina Wren





  1

Starling







  10

Tree Sparrow





  1

Fox Sparrow






  1

White-throated Sparrow


  1



Junco








  21

Cardinal







 16

Red-winged Blackbird


  16

Common Grackle




  80

Brown-headed Cowbird


90

House Finch






  55

Goldfinch







25

House Sparrow




   120









Many seasons ago, Song and White-crowned Sparrows were our most common feeder birds.  Neither one made the list this time.  

House Sparrows have always been our dominate feeder bird. 

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-12-17

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Wed Dec 19 11:21:26 2007

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Wed Dec 19 11:21:43 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <58040.80788.qm@web82615.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Common Merganser - 4

  American Widgeon - 2

  Mallards

  C. Geese

-------------- next part --------------
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Thu Dec 20 10:01:06 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Thu Dec 20 10:11:30 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Steve Bailey

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20071220095544.022729f0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Some of you may know that Steve Bailey has health problems--he missed a 

couple of bird counts and for a while nobody knew what happened.  It turns 

out that he appears to have had one or more small strokes; He is in Provena 

Hospital.  More when I learn more.




--Helen Parker

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Thu Dec 20 19:46:47 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Thu Dec 20 19:45:46 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fwd: Re: Steve

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20071220194529.01ed5b60@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

>To: "Marilyn Campbell" <owlwatcher@egix.net>

>From: Helen Parker <h-parker@uiuc.edu>

>Subject: Re: Steve

>

>At 05:00 PM 12/20/2007, you wrote:

>>I saw Steve this afternoon.  They are still doing tests, but it appears 

>>that he did have a full-blown stroke.  Fortunately, he does not seem to 

>>have any apparent damage--despite having waited 2 1/2 days before seeking 

>>medical help.  He says he lost that time completely and doesn't remember 

>>a thing.   Tests will continue as they try to determine the 

>>cause.   Please forward this info to Beth if you will.

>>Thanks,

>>Marilyn

>>----- Original Message -----

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20071220/63b8be62/attachment.htm

From smithsje at egix.net  Thu Dec 20 21:32:47 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Thu Dec 20 22:26:03 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Forst Glen CBC

Message-ID: <200712210340.lBL3e8vk030979@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Found on yesterday's Forest Glen CBC were Red Crossbills and a Northern Shrike in the eastern part of FG.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-12-20

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Dec 22 18:29:39 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Dec 22 18:32:50 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] no mergansers

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20071222182547.01eb2b70@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I went out to Homer Lake this afternoon in hopes of seeing/photographing 

the mergansers, but could not find therm.  There were lots of geese and a 

few ducks, but the only ducks I could definitely identify were 

mallards.  (The light was lousy, of course.)  There were none that 

resembled mergansers.


Did anybody get a picture if them?



--Helen Parker

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Dec 22 23:11:50 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Dec 22 23:12:27 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fwd: Re: Steve -- from Jim Hoyt

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20071222231001.01e858b0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

>Date: Sat, 22 Dec 2007 22:36:49 -0600 (CST)

>From: James Hoyt <jwhoyt@prairienet.org>

>To: Helen Parker <h-parker@uiuc.edu>

>Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Fwd: Re: Steve

>X-Spam-Score: 0

>X-Spam-Details: rule=cautious_notspam policy=cautious score=0 spamscore=0 

>ipscore=0 phishscore=0 bulkscore=0 adultscore=0 classifier=spam adjust=0 

>reason=mlx engine=3.1.0-0708230000 definitions=main-0712220085

>X-Spam-OrigSender: jwhoyt@prairienet.org

>

>Helen,

>

>I stopped by to see Steve and Sheryl on Friday evening.

>

>He did have a major stroke that he did not report for a day or so.

>

>Steve seemed upbeat and had company from his c-tap botanist buddy (Greg 

>Spyreas).

>

>Only thing that worries me (from casual observation) is that Steve's 

>(right?) eye looked droopy.

>

>Otherwise he looked ok.

>

>He will need some close monthly observation for a while after he gets out 

>of Provena.

>

>One of the RN's that I met while taking care of my Mom recognized me and 

>promised to look in on Steve.

>

>Also

>

>I'm finally over my cold.

>

>Jim :) :) :)

>

>--

>James Hoyt

>"The Prairie Ant"

>Champaign Co. Audubon

>Illinois Audubon Society

>Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

>Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

>Champaign County Master Gardener

>East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

>Grand Prairie Friends

>Allerton Allies

>Prairie Rivers Network

>The Xerces Society

>The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

>

>===============================================================================

>"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

>===============================================================================

>

>*******************************************************************************

>*******************************************************************************

>"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

>reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

>world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

>acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

>*******************************************************************************

>*******************************************************************************

From smithsje at egix.net  Sun Dec 23 10:14:06 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sun Dec 23 10:13:40 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] white tailed junco

Message-ID: <200712231613.lBNGDY4c007441@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This am, 12/23/07, there was a white tailed junco at our feeders.  Photos obtained.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-12-23

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sun Dec 23 15:13:17 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sun Dec 23 15:13:20 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] White Dove on North Mattis Avenue in Champaign

In-Reply-To: <200712231613.lBNGDY4c007441@outbound-mta.egix.net>

References: <200712231613.lBNGDY4c007441@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0712231509500.27664@bluestem.prairienet.org>

birders,

Last Friday I saw a white dove setting on the power line with about 5 

other mourning doves.

Was driving in traffic so I couldn't get a better look.

This is on the west side of North Mattis avenue just north of the I-74 

overpass.

Take care,

Jim  Hoyt :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sun Dec 23 16:26:31 2007

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sun Dec 23 16:27:38 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk: U of I Forestry Division


(Champaign County)

Message-ID: <676570.85914.qm@web56808.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

While perusing the cedars for Long-eared Owls and anything else that might show up, I saw a hawk out of the corner of my eye slowly making its way north.  When I got a chance to look at it, the undertail was heavily banded in black and white (2 black and 3 white bands), the underside was reddish, and the wings showed the bold "window" that is prevalent in this species but not diagnostic.  Sure enough that led me to my Champaign county first Red-shouldered Hawk, not far from where one had been consistently reported last winter at Meadowbrook park.  

Other species seen today included:

Cooper's Hawk patrolling the pines south of the cedars

Dark-eyed Juncos

Yellow-rumped Warblers

Northern Cardinals

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign, IL

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Be a better friend, newshound, and 

know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.  http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i62sR8HDtDypao8Wcj9tAcJ 
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sun Dec 23 16:48:43 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sun Dec 23 16:49:56 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk: U of I Forestry Division


(Champaign County)

In-Reply-To: <676570.85914.qm@web56808.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <676570.85914.qm@web56808.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <f654c171158d5.476e916b@insightbb.com>

Does anyone have an idea what the Yellow-rumped Warblers may be feeding on in the Forestry at this time of year? I realize they've stayed through the winter before but I've never given it much thought.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Bryan Guarente <dafekt1ve@yahoo.com>

Date: Sunday, December 23, 2007 16:27

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk: U of I Forestry Division (Champaign County)

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> While perusing the cedars for Long-eared Owls and anything else 

> that might show up, I saw a hawk out of the corner of my eye 

> slowly making its way north.  When I got a chance to look 

> at it, the undertail was heavily banded in black and white (2 

> black and 3 white bands), the underside was reddish, and the 

> wings showed the bold "window" that is prevalent in this species 

> but not diagnostic.  Sure enough that led me to my 

> Champaign county first Red-shouldered Hawk, not far from where 

> one had been consistently reported last winter at Meadowbrook 

> park.  

> 

> Other species seen today included:

> Cooper's Hawk patrolling the pines south of the cedars

> Dark-eyed Juncos

> Yellow-rumped Warblers

> Northern Cardinals

>  

> Bryan Guarente

> Department of Atmospheric Sciences

> Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

> Champaign, IL

> 

> 

> 

> 

>       

> ____________________________________________________________________________________Be a better friend, newshound, and 

> know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.  

> http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i62sR8HDtDypao8Wcj9tAcJ 

> 
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Mon Dec 24 13:51:46 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Mon Dec 24 13:51:18 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign County CBC

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20071224134751.01eb3808@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Assuming that I have counted correctly, we had 67 species of birds on the 

Champaign County bird count Dec. 15, plus 2 more count week.  Not bad 

considering  the miserable weather!  I don't have numbers yet--still 

working on it.




--Helen Parker, compiler

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Mon Dec 24 13:47:49 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Mon Dec 24 14:03:05 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Steve out of hospital

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20071224134544.01e8a1e8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I called Provena this morning and they "had no patient named Steve 

Bailey".  So I guess they discharged him.  I don't, however know where he 

is now.



--Helen Parker

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Mon Dec 24 18:13:12 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Mon Dec 24 18:13:14 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake 

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DC9F@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I spent some time at Clinton Lake today in advance of the CBC there on January 1st and stopped at Allerton on the way home.  I had 59 species for the day, but was surprised by the relative lack of birds on the lake itself.  The notable exception was 250 Common Goldeneyes in a single flock.  I was unable to find any loons or grebes and most of the ducks were confined to the waterfowl protection area.  There were also fairly few gulls on the lake.

The best birds for the day included 1 Ross' Goose, 2 White-fronted Geese, 1 Northern Shrike, 1 Saw-whet Owl, 1 Harrier, 1 Yellow-rumped Warbler and 1 Eastern Meadowlark.  The Ross' Goose was on the small pond just North of I-74 at the Farmer City exit.  There were about 3,000 Canada Geese, 200 Cackling, 2 White-fronted and the Ross' there.  It was probably the highest density of waterfowl I've ever seen on any body of water.  I have no idea why so many birds were packed onto such a small pond.

The Northern Shrike was between the power plant and the sedimentation ponds.  The Saw-whet was on the West side of the lake in some cedars.

There was a fairly large group of Red-headed Woodpeckers at Allerton -- about 20 in all.

I've posted photos of the Shrike and Saw-whet on my web site under "rarities".

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Welcome%20.html

Greg Lambeth

From sheryl.devore at comcast.net  Tue Dec 25 16:49:55 2007

From: sheryl.devore at comcast.net (Sheryl DeVore)

Date: Tue Dec 25 16:50:11 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Steve Bailey update

Message-ID: <000901c84748$788a8320$1eeac247@SherylDeVore>

Thank you all for your wonderful visits and emails to Steve at the hospital.

He is now at home in Mundelein with me recuperating. There will be blood

tests, many of them, and more tests, to see if he has some sort of flap in

his heart that needs to be closed. He is doing better, but still needs to

get his eyes coordinated better to see better  -- and though you know Steve

is always upbeat and ready to rock and roll, er, bird, he is a bit

overwhelmed by what happened to him.

Again, I appreciate all your many good wishes and I'll be updating if you'd

like, If you would like to reach Steve or me,  I'm at 847-566-4846. I"ll

return to work Wednesday and my sister will take Steve to get a blood test.

He can't drive or return to work as of yet.

Hope you all had a wonderful Christmas - considering all that has happened,

Steve and I had a fine Christmas indeed, with my family. And he has his

appetite back, so he could enjoy all that fattening holiday food.

Many, many good wishes to all.

Sheryl De Vore

847-566-4846

  sheryl.devore@comcast.net
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Wed Dec 26 10:08:30 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Wed Dec 26 10:12:08 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hawks

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DC9F@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9070310BE91@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

This morning at 8:45, a Harrier was soaring around the intersection of Rt 130 and Windsor Road.

At 9:45, a Coopers Hawk was flying just north of the new Meijer Store on Philo Road.

In the backyard...a dozen Juncos, some House Finches, a Carolina Wren, and a few Mourning Doves and House Sparrows.

Bob Vaiden

From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Wed Dec 26 14:12:56 2007

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Wed Dec 26 14:13:44 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] N. Shrike and Bonaparte's G

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20071226140635.02634080@mail.millikin.edu>

Two birder friends from CA and I spent the morning at Clinton Lake 

today.  We had hoped to see Northern Shrike, among other things, and we 

were not disappointed.  Very soon after pulling into the Mascoutah 

Conservation Area, on the north side of the lake, we saw one sitting on a 

wire on the north side of the entrance road.  We were able to observe its 

front and back over about a 2 minute time period.  It appeared to be 

hunting since it dove into the weeds a couple of times.

We also saw several Bonaparte's Gulls sitting on the ice with the numerous 

Ring-billed Gulls.

Ray Boehmer

Urbana 
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From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Thu Dec 27 20:14:28 2007

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Thu Dec 27 20:14:32 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fwd: Clinton Lake CBC details

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20071227201358.03303d68@mail.kspei.com>

>Date: Thu, 27 Dec 2007 20:12:22 -0600

>

>From: Rhetta Jack <lupewinku@lanscape.net>

>Subject: Clinton Lake CBC details

>

>Hello Everyone, The Clinton Lake CBC will be this Tuesday January 1st, 

>2008.  I will be at the DNR Region III office 1556 State Route 54 East, 

>Clinton, IL from 6:15A to 7:00A.  You may come there to get forms, pay the 

>5 dollars for each participant, and have some coffee.  If you do not want 

>to come then, I will also be there at dusk around 4:45pm to collect forms, 

>results, money and you can have coffee then also.  If you do not want to 

>meet in the am, please let me know where you plan on going so I do not 

>send some one else there. If you want to only do half a day or whatever is 

>fine, I know some of you may want to watch the Illinois at the Rose 

>Bowl.  You can always mail or email your results.

>

>If you are planning to do the area in the power plant zone I need to know 

>asap and your name, car, and license plate number, this needs turned in 

>tomorrow.  I already have Greg's info, thanks.

>

>So far I have heard for sure that Greg Lambeth, his father David, and 

>maybe Rob Kantor are coming to do the peninsula area.

>Helen Parker and Beth Chato will be doing Weldon Springs SP and environs.

>Laszlo and I are doing our usual route of the nw side of circle west side 

>of north fork, around the power plant, Birbeck Elevator, boat dock and 

>south, country roads, and maybe Weldon.

>

>There are vast areas that need to be covered, please help if you can, and 

>start the year off right with birds, mud, and fun!  All are welcome.

>Sunrise is at 7:18A, Sunset 4:41P, the moon will be crescent 37% showing 

>rising at 1:07A and setting at 11:54A.

>Weather forecast at this point to be high of 20F, windy, with 

>flurries.  Who knows what it will really be!

>

>Thank you, Rhetta Jack

>217-741-9888

>lupewinku@lanscape.net

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Dec 29 02:01:33 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Dec 29 02:01:34 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Piatt County Lodge Park Forest Preserve Park

In-Reply-To: <5.2.0.9.2.20071227201358.03303d68@mail.kspei.com>

References: <5.2.0.9.2.20071227201358.03303d68@mail.kspei.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0712290132270.4756@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

West side of Lodge Park near "Buck's Pond".

Saw a couple of cardinals and a Downy Woodpecker female.

A few unidentified sparrows.

7 does and a nice 10 point buck deer.

A raccoon (determined to find something) digging in the gravel railroad 

ballast south of "Buck's Pond" at 3PM.

It didn't pay any attention to me.

I didn't stop to ask it what it was doing... (Ha!)

2-3 trees showing new beaver damage next to an ice free area of the 

Sangamon River directly east of the RR.

Lots of geese (100+) overhead 2 canadas in cornfield north of park.

Some sounded like possible blue geese.

Heard

A Pileated Woodpecker (probably saw) and a couple of Red-Bellied WP's.

Windy and very overcast with occasional Freight Trains.

May have heard some kind of large owl but not sure.

Over all a very nice day to be outside.

Jim Hoyt :)

PS. Any mammalogist can chime in about the [Procyon lotor].

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================
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*******************************************************************************
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"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From calidris_1004 at yahoo.com  Sat Dec 29 15:56:20 2007

From: calidris_1004 at yahoo.com (Travis Mahan)

Date: Sat Dec 29 15:56:55 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lake Shelbyville CBC - January 5th

Message-ID: <840668.46085.qm@web52606.mail.re2.yahoo.com>

Lake Shelbyville CBC

  Saturday, January 5, 2008

  Due to blizzard conditions on Sunday, December 16th, the Lake Shelbyville CBC has been rescheduled for Saturday, January 5, 2008.  See below for details.

The original "Shelbyville Reservoir Area" count circle was created in 1966 and was conducted for only three years during the development of Lake Shelbyville.  This will be the first time since the late 60s that this count will be conducted.  There is a very large amount of public land available within the count circle.  The following link is to a map of the Lake Shelbyville area, which will provide insight into just how much public land is available, especially considering that the vast majority of the lake is within the count circle.

http://www.lakeshelbyville.com/images/lakeMap.pdf

The typical $5 participation fee will be collected to cover the costs of the Audubon Society's data management.  Advance registration is required to facilitate more efficient coverage by the count participants.  Please contact Travis Mahan by e-mail (calidris_1004@yahoo.com) or by phone 217-454-3408 to participate.  Participants are requested to meet at the Shelbyville McDonald's at 6:00 am for count assignments.  Due to hunting in areas around the lake, please bring blaze orange or brightly colored clothing.

Good luck on all your CBCs!

Travis Mahan

Decatur, IL

Macon Co.

calidris_1004@yahoo.com

Bird photos:  http://home.insightbb.com/~tmahan/index.html

Illinois Ornithological Society:  http://www.illinoisbirds.org/

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Dec 29 20:08:35 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Dec 29 20:08:37 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] No sighting -- NY Times article on CBC

Message-ID: <30ec30250712291808m7131983ew22f7ebfcabe0fcfc@mail.gmail.com>

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/12/30/nyregion/nyregionspecial2/30Rbirds.html?pagewanted=all

"The Binocular Brigade," by Barbara Hall

A fine and fascinating article on the CBC in the NY City area, with good

stuff on history, general conservation issues, and birding.

I have to note that a photo caption states that "An American tree sparrow in

a holly tree" is pictured.

The bird sure looks to me like a (male) House Sparrow.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Dec 29 22:03:02 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Dec 29 22:03:03 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lake of the Woods Forest Preserve Park

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250712291808m7131983ew22f7ebfcabe0fcfc@mail.gmail.com>

References: <30ec30250712291808m7131983ew22f7ebfcabe0fcfc@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0712292158590.9338@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Saw a small flock of Northern Juncos and a Red Bellied Woodpecker or 2 in 

the west side of Lake of the Woods near the Botanical Gardens about 3 PM 

today.

Also heard 2-3 Barred Owls near the covered bridge.

They were making quite a racket!

Good birding.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy
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"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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From Larryoed at aol.com  Sat Dec 29 23:20:05 2007

From: Larryoed at aol.com (Larryoed@aol.com)

Date: Sat Dec 29 23:20:16 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Goose Pond FWA, Indiana, SEOW

Message-ID: <c71.20eb6960.34a88485@aol.com>

Larry and I visited the Goose Pond FWA and Hawthorne Mines area near Linton, 

Indiana today.  CCAA had a guest speaker from there this fall.  We had a great 

day and saw interesting birds,e.g., 2 red-shouldered hawks, many northern 

harriers, 7 red-tailed hawks, 5 prairie falcons, 2 rough-legged hawks, and 6 

short-eared owls.  We observed the owls as they were hunting at dusk with several 

flying directly over us.  Lee Sterrenberg from Goose Pond FWA was very helpful 

(via email) and directed me to where we might see the owls.  

Margaret Hoffman

**************************************See AOL's top rated recipes 

(http://food.aol.com/top-rated-recipes?NCID=aoltop00030000000004)
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Dec 30 12:05:51 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Dec 30 12:09:20 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Prairie Falcon!

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DCA3@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I just received a cell phone call from my husband, Greg Lambeth.  Greg and his father, Dave Lambeth, just saw the Prairie Falcon first reported by Bryan Guarente several weeks ago.  The bird is perching on the power line poles that run along the road just before the entrance to Riverbend Forest Preserve.  The bird appears to be a huge female.  Greg will post photos later.

Marybeth Hallett

(Greg's wife)

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sun Dec 30 14:44:10 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sun Dec 30 14:52:46 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] ice-fishing crows?

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20071230143731.02222368@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I went to lake of the woods for a short time this morning (instead of doing 

what I SHOULD have been doing).  On the ice were a couple of crows, peering 

and pecking at small holes in the ice--they looked like miniature ice 

fishermen!


Otherwise, the usual suspects--Canada geese, blue jay, red-bellied 

woodpecker, Carolina wren, g-cr. kinglet, nuthatch, etc.  I met a guy who 

had seen 3 birds"With yellow fronts" that flew on stiff wings--obviously 

meadowlarks. Along the highway, kestrel and a couple of red-tails.



--Helen Parker

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Dec 30 16:08:04 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Dec 30 16:08:36 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Prairie Falcon

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DCA9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I had the Prairire Falcon with my father, Dave Lambeth, at 12:00pm this afternoon near the Riverbend Forest Preserve.  The Praire Falcon was originally found by Bryan Guarente several weeks ago.  The bird was first seen flying low to the ground near Highway 47.  The bird landed on a gravel pile that is part of a subdivision construction project.  It stayed there for about 5 minutes and then flew to a telephone pole alongside the gravel road that goes to the Riverbend FP park entrance.  The bird perched on several different poles along this road and I was able to obtain several digiscoped images:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Rarities.html

This bird is likely a female and appears quite large, especially in flight.

I would recommend checking the telephone poles in and around the Riverbend FP and the nearby trees and fields.  We saw it using all three perches this afternoon.  The bird often flies close to the ground, but it also was seen flying fairly high.

Greg Lambeth

From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Sun Dec 30 17:50:11 2007

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Sun Dec 30 17:50:15 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Feeding notes

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20071230173823.0357f6a0@mail.kspei.com>

Hello Birdnoters, I finally got our feeders stocked and filled up Friday 

night.  I am hoping to lure the Eastern Towhee in for the Springfield CBC 

Thursday.  Have not seen him yet, but have a lot of action including Red 

Breasted Nuthatches (2) and Yellow Bellied Sapsucker.

Of interest to me was on several occasions earlier in the winter and fall, 

I noticed mixed flocks or single birds checking out the area carefully.  I 

had not put any food out since April or so.  It seemed that these birds 

were remembering the area from past years.  I really cannot read their 

little minds however.  One thing I do know is seeing the birds looking 

there, made me feel a little guilty about not having the banquet ready for 

them.  Lots of people in our neighborhood stock feeders, but not a lot of 

variety, mainly standard mixes and some finch feeders.

Rhetta Jack, Springfield and Champaign

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sun Dec 30 18:07:59 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sun Dec 30 18:08:00 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods (Coler Avenue)

In-Reply-To: <6.0.1.1.2.20071230143731.02222368@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <6.0.1.1.2.20071230143731.02222368@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0712301754500.13818@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

While cutting honeysuckle along the road.

Only thing really worth reporting was a pair of Bluebirds, with 

their cute little orange breasts and blue heads and back, near the new water

control structure.

Some open water.

Also saw the usual subjects in the south fill along with a couple of 

really nice Bucks (huge racks 10-12+ Pts.) with their does.

Heard a nuthatch.

Go Illini!

Jim :)

On Sun, 30 Dec 2007, Helen Parker wrote:

> I went to lake of the woods for a short time this morning (instead of doing 

> what I SHOULD have been doing).  On the ice were a couple of crows, peering 

> and pecking at small holes in the ice--they looked like miniature ice 

> fishermen!

> 
Otherwise, the usual suspects--Canada geese, blue jay, red-bellied 

> woodpecker, Carolina wren, g-cr. kinglet, nuthatch, etc.  I met a guy who had 

> seen 3 birds"With yellow fronts" that flew on stiff wings--obviously 

> meadowlarks. Along the highway, kestrel and a couple of red-tails.

> 

--Helen Parker

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy
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From lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com  Mon Dec 31 09:47:28 2007

From: lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com (Linda Case)

Date: Mon Dec 31 09:47:57 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] ice-fishing crows?

In-Reply-To: <6.0.1.1.2.20071230143731.02222368@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <00a901c84bc4$730a30a0$6400a8c0@vegan2>

Hi All - 

Mike and I saw these two birds also (Helen, that was me and my husband Mike

who were running with the three dogs - you passed us just before coming to

the lake).  We actually thought they were scoters or some other black water

bird when we saw them from a distance and were then very surprised to see

that they were indeed two crows!  We wondered if perhaps a fish had died and

floated to the surface and was perhaps trapped in the ice where they were

pecking.

I also went over to River Bend to hike yesterday afternoon and hoped to see

the Prairie Falcon.  I arrived round 3:00 and drove in on the dirt road from

Rte. 47, but unfortunately did not find the Prairie Falcon.  On the

preserve, there were several hundreds of Canada Geese flying around the lake

and I heard a Barred Owl just as it was getting dark. Otherwise, very quiet,

but beautiful, on the preserve yesterday.

Happy New Year to everyone!

Linda

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

(217) 586-4864

www.autumngoldconsulting.com

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Helen Parker

Sent: Sunday, December 30, 2007 2:44 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] ice-fishing crows?

I went to lake of the woods for a short time this morning (instead of doing 

what I SHOULD have been doing).  On the ice were a couple of crows, peering 

and pecking at small holes in the ice--they looked like miniature ice 

fishermen!


Otherwise, the usual suspects--Canada geese, blue jay, red-bellied 

woodpecker, Carolina wren, g-cr. kinglet, nuthatch, etc.  I met a guy who 

had seen 3 birds"With yellow fronts" that flew on stiff wings--obviously 

meadowlarks. Along the highway, kestrel and a couple of red-tails.



--Helen Parker

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Mon Dec 31 11:10:06 2007

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Mon Dec 31 11:10:31 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <555267.3232.qm@web82608.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Took a quick drive before work - probably could be a good day out there with time:

  Highlights:

  Pileated Woodpecker

  G.B. Heron

  Kingfisher

  N. Flicker

  Carolina Wren

  Downy Woodpecker

  R.B. Woodpecker

  Carolina Chickadee

  Canada Geese ( only on here because of quanity )

  Robin

-------------- next part --------------
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