From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Feb  1 08:13:18 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Feb  1 08:13:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Many geese, crows

Message-ID: <946532.40596.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Saw mulitple skeins of Canada Geese flying over I-74 in Vermillion County yesterday morning, heading south. At least 1,000 birds. Wonder if they could sense the coming storm?

  And about mid-afternoon yesterday, just as it started to snow lightly, I observed hundreds of crows foraging in the farm fields south of I-74 in Vermillion County.

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Fri Feb  1 08:42:57 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Fri Feb  1 08:43:13 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <946532.40596.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90155@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Nothing unusual...about 20 Juncos, a pair of Cardinals, a couple of

House Sparrows (the main H S flock gathers in the front yard), and a few

Mourning Doves.

A large Hawk drifted by right overhead...about 40 feet up.  Probably a

RTH.

Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------
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From smithsje at egix.net  Fri Feb  1 14:15:17 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Fri Feb  1 14:16:17 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] snow & birds

Message-ID: <200802012015.m11KFiPq019723@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

We have about 5 inches of snow.  When we first looked at the feeders this morning, all was black with Grackles, Cowbirds, Starlings and Red-wings.  Probably 200 to 300 in total.  This didn't leave much room for Cardinals and Juncos.  In addition to the above, we had Red & White Breasted Nuthaches, Titmouses, C. Wren, C Chickadee, Tree Sparrows, House Sparrows, House Finches, Goldfinches, Crows, Red-headed, Red-bellied, and Downy Woodpeckers, M. Doves, and a first ever at our feeders, a Flicker. The Cooper's stayed away today.    

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-02-01

From threlkster at gmail.com  Fri Feb  1 15:15:38 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Feb  1 15:21:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 1 Feb.

Message-ID: <30ec30250802011315u1f78e6e0yd24e5504626a570@mail.gmail.com>

Busy, once I cleared off the snow from the feeder ports.

The male YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER has been visiting the suet all day.  Our

three RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES have also been showing up.  Strikingly, a

female RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER has made rare appearances at the suet this

afternoon.  She's bigger than the sapsucker, but while he was feeding on the

suet she perched a couple feet away, watching him, poking at stray sunflower

seeds.  (The nuthatches are not so shy; they'll work on a different side of

the suet cake while the YBS is feeding.)  Later, the RBW was feeding when

the YBS flew back in for more, and he spooked her away.  For the first time

in quite a while, we also had a BLUE JAY with a leg band (couldn't quite

read it) at the feeding station; the jay waited till the RBW had left before

coming in for some suet.  So there's the pecking order, I guess.

Also on hand today:

CARDINALS, male and female

GOLDFINCHES

PINE SISKINS

JUNCOS

HOUSE FINCHES, male and female

WHITE THROATED SPARROW

HOSPs, male and female

One of the male house finches has a bad case of conjunctivitis in its right

eye; it also has a leg band.

I've had more opportunity to watch the red-breasted nuthatch that clings to

the suet cage with only its left foot, and to try and figure out what's

wrong with its right foot.  It appears that the right foot's hallux, or hind

toe, is distended; it and at least one of the other toes seem to have some

swollen portions with a tumor-like appearance.  I'm wondering if this is an

instance of avian pox (see <

http://www.nwhc.usgs.gov/disease_information/other_diseases/avian_pox.jsp>,

<http://www.michigan.gov/dnr/0,1607,7-153-10370_12150_12220-26362--,00.html

>).

Anybody know if any entity collects reports of avian pox, as Cornell does

for avian conjunctivitis in house finches and goldfinches?

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri Feb  1 22:09:41 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri Feb  1 22:09:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Belted kingfisher at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <903767.36626.qm@web60121.mail.yahoo.com>

Cathy and I heard a kingfisher along the northern reaches of McCullough Creek this afternoon.  Also three light-morph and a dark-morph Red-tailed Hawk, and multiple skeins of geese heading southwest, totaling more than 3,000.

Roger Digges

Urbana

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Feb  1 22:53:35 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Feb  1 22:53:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Belted kingfisher at Meadowbrook  

In-Reply-To: <903767.36626.qm@web60121.mail.yahoo.com>

References: <903767.36626.qm@web60121.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0802012241540.17202@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

I too saw multiple skeins of geese headed in the same general direction.

3 cardinals and a Mourning dove at APNC feeding station.

Lots of Canada Geese at SE corner of Crystal Lake Park.

Large group of geese in pond NW of I-74 and Mattis Avenue overpass in 

West Champaign.

Reading Roger's post reminded me that there was open water at the bridge 

below APNC. A muskrat has been active there last week but haven't heard a 

Kingfisher yet.

May have seen a fox (?) west of the boardwalk in Busey Woods.

Will have to pay more attention and carry my Binoculars next time.

Jim Hoyt :)

On Fri, 1 Feb 2008, Roger Digges wrote:

> Cathy and I heard a kingfisher along the northern reaches of McCullough

Creek this afternoon.  Also three light-morph and a dark-morph Red-tailed Hawk,

  and multiple skeins of geese heading southwest, totaling more than 3,000.

>

> Roger Digges

> Urbana

>

>

> ---------------------------------

> Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From smithsje at egix.net  Sat Feb  2 09:49:59 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sat Feb  2 09:50:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Geese

Message-ID: <200802021550.m12FoRno031118@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Here's another wild goose story.  

Multiple skeins were headed south yesterday afternoon, estimate 5000 total.  

A large and very vocal number were already settled down on the Salt Fork River.  All of those flying south would break formation and settle on the river.  I wondered why here.  There is open water in the middle of the stream, but no food.  These geese would surely have been different flocks than those passing over Urbana.  Only Canada geese were observed.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-02-02

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Feb  2 12:04:09 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Feb  2 12:05:28 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] News-Gazette article on bird feeding (no sightings)

Message-ID: <719085.81977.qm@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  There's a mention of the Champaign County Audubon Society, and quotes from Beth Chato and Bob Vaiden

  Kirby Pringle. "Winter is time for birds' need for seed." News-Gazette, Saturday, February 2.

  http://tinyurl.com/39rllq

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.
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From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Sat Feb  2 21:01:37 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Sat Feb  2 21:00:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Winter nights

Message-ID: <00e401c86611$18251620$1d58b0d8@DELL>

Last night I was out filling the feeders in the fading light, and I heard the sounds of Snow Geese.  I could barely make out a huge bunch stretching across the sky heading south.  It sounded so exciting in the quiet of the snowy evening.  

Today we seen hundreds of Horned Larks and Lapland Longspurs along the roads south of Shelbyville.  One Barred Owl was out in midday sitting on an electric pole.  We stopped long enough to photograph it.  We also seen several Turkey Vultures wheeling around.  Up on partially frozen Lake Shelbyville we seen hundreds of Canadian Geese and a few Cackling Geese, as well as one Ring-billed Gull and one lonely Coot.  

Of course the feeders are full of the usual winter crowd.   I love winter.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net
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From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Sat Feb  2 22:46:23 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Sat Feb  2 22:46:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] snow buntings, longspur, horned lark, and nuthatches

References: <200802021801.m12I1V41011314@relay8.cso.uiuc.edu>


<9EADC1E53F9C70479BF655937036911411D0B3@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>


<9EADC1E53F9C70479BF655937036911411D0B9@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF655937036911411D0BC@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Hello birdlovers,

Today, for the first time since I became interested in birds eight years ago, I saw and made some photos of snow buntings in the fields west of Champaign: S. Rising road between Kirby and Winsor. There was also a longspur. They were mixed with horned larks. The photos are not of great quality but can serve for the purpose of indentification. Some are posted at  http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/ or Google "illinois bird photos".

Another first is that this winter we have a couple of red-breated nuthatches living in our backyard. They appear to be in good health.

Happy birding

Ivan Petrov

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Feb  3 12:56:14 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Feb  3 12:59:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] White-fronted Goose; Goldeneye

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DCF2@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

There were about 2,500 Canada Geese at the 1st street pond this morning around 10:30am.  Along with the Canadas, there was a lone White-fronted Goose and a pair of Common Goldeneyes -- both of these species can be a challenge to find in Champaign County.

Greg Lambeth

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sun Feb  3 15:28:52 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sun Feb  3 15:28:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] snow buntings, longspur, horned lark, and nuthatches

In-Reply-To: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF655937036911411D0BC@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

References: <200802021801.m12I1V41011314@relay8.cso.uiuc.edu>


<9EADC1E53F9C70479BF655937036911411D0B3@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>


<9EADC1E53F9C70479BF655937036911411D0B9@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>


<9EADC1E53F9C70479BF655937036911411D0BC@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0802031522510.25931@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

I may have seen a mixed flock of Snow Buntings, Horned Larks, and 

longspurs Noon Saturday North of the junction of Rt-47 and and I-72.

They flew in a flock like Horned Larks but were lighter.

Must have been a hundred or so.

Couldn't stop for a better look due to the snow plowed ridges on the 

shoulder of the road.

Lots of corn stubble out that way.

Jim :)

On Sat, 2 Feb 2008, Ivan Petrov wrote:

> Hello birdlovers,

> Today, for the first time since I became interested in birds eight years ago, I saw and made some photos of snow buntings in the fields west of Champaign: S. Rising road between Kirby and Winsor. There was also a longspur. They were mixed with horned larks. The photos are not of great quality but can serve for the purpose of indentification. Some are posted at  http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/ or Google "illinois bird photos".

> Another first is that this winter we have a couple of red-breated nuthatches living in our backyard. They appear to be in good health.

> Happy birding

> Ivan Petrov

>

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From Larryoed at aol.com  Mon Feb  4 07:15:26 2008

From: Larryoed at aol.com (Larryoed@aol.com)

Date: Mon Feb  4 07:15:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Yellow-rumped warblers

Message-ID: <cc7.26d468d8.34d869ee@aol.com>

On Sunday we had yellow-rumped warblers at our suet feeder.  Can  spring be 

far away?

Margaret Hoffman

**************Biggest Grammy Award surprises of all time on AOL Music.     

(http://music.aol.com/grammys/pictures/never-won-a-grammy?NCID=aolcmp003000000025

48)
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From smithsje at egix.net  Mon Feb  4 10:09:15 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Mon Feb  4 10:42:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <200802041609.m14G9kt0002224@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This am, I was sure I heard a Robin calling.  The source turned out to be a Starling making a perfect Robin call.  The message here is that you cannot always be sure that you are hearing what you believe you are hearing. 

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-02-04

From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Mon Feb  4 11:02:30 2008

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Mon Feb  4 11:02:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cardinal singing

Message-ID: <963b67030802040902j34b54623kb9cd2ba1c209ce29@mail.gmail.com>

At 6:20 this morning I *think* I heard a cardinal singing for the first time

this year. (I was running west on Windsor Rd approaching Rising.)

If that bird was really a starling it deserves an award for its mimicry :)

-- 

Rob Kanter

rkanter@uiuc.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From lkowens at uiuc.edu  Mon Feb  4 11:09:20 2008

From: lkowens at uiuc.edu (Linda Owens)

Date: Mon Feb  4 11:45:06 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cardinal singing

In-Reply-To: <963b67030802040902j34b54623kb9cd2ba1c209ce29@mail.gmail.co

 m>

References: <963b67030802040902j34b54623kb9cd2ba1c209ce29@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <6.1.2.0.2.20080204110633.01e9c798@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I definitely heard a cardinal singing this morning as I was walking to 

work. I heard the singing first, then looked around until I spotted it in a 

tree.

Linda

At 11:02 AM 2/4/2008, Rob Kanter wrote:

>At 6:20 this morning I *think* I heard a cardinal singing for the first 

>time this year. (I was running west on Windsor Rd approaching Rising.)

>

>If that bird was really a starling it deserves an award for its mimicry :)

>

>--

>Rob Kanter

><mailto:rkanter@uiuc.edu>rkanter@uiuc.edu

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Mon Feb  4 10:01:31 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Mon Feb  4 12:23:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] "even the birds are walking"

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080204095823.01ec6a40@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

That is how a dense fog was described when I was a child.  I thought of it 

when pheasants walked across the sidewalk at Meadowbrook this morning.  Of 

course the (many) geese were flying, as were the 15 or so pheasants on the 

east side and the little birds on the south side, but why spoil a good saying?



--Helen Parker

From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Mon Feb  4 16:07:41 2008

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Mon Feb  4 16:07:52 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Birds singing, bringing Springing

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080204160527.0367de98@mail.kspei.com>

Hello Birdnoters, Yesterday and today in Springfield, land of snow, ice, 

sleet, and water, I have heard Robin, Cardinal, and House Finches 

singing.  Also, Carolina Wren, and White Throated Sparrow but they always 

sing.  Snow Geese have been flying back and forth for days.  Rhetta Jack, 

Springfield, IL

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Mon Feb  4 17:04:34 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Mon Feb  4 17:04:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Raptor program this Thursday

Message-ID: <20080204170434.BBS49546@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Just a reminder that this Thursday, Feb 7,7pm,at Brookens Gym, 1776 E. Washington, Urbana, the Illinois Raptor Center will bring  a live owl, hawk, falcon, turkey vulture, and eagle for us to meet and learn about. Some of us saw this program as part of Havana's Eagle days last year and were so impressed by it and the work of this organization that we have brought them to Urbana. Program is sponsored by Chamapaign County Audubon and the Urbana Park Dsitrict.

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Mon Feb  4 19:36:26 2008

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Mon Feb  4 19:36:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] snow buntings, longspur, horned lark, and nuthatches

Message-ID: <c26.2a765ab9.34d9179a@aol.com>

I drove west of Champaign yesterday afternoon and  found two flocks of Snow 

Buntings - one had about 30 individuals and the other  about 20.  Both were 

pure flocks of buntings.  Usually when I see them  they are in with the longspurs 

and horned larks.

David Thomas, Champaign

In a message dated 2/3/2008 3:29:09 P.M. Central Standard Time,  

jwhoyt@prairienet.org writes:

Birders,

I may have seen a mixed flock of Snow Buntings, Horned  Larks, and 

longspurs Noon Saturday North of the junction of Rt-47 and and  I-72.

They flew in a flock like Horned Larks but were  lighter.

Must have been a hundred or so.

Couldn't stop for a  better look due to the snow plowed ridges on the 

shoulder of the  road.

Lots of corn stubble out that way.

Jim :)

On Sat, 2  Feb 2008, Ivan Petrov wrote:

> Hello birdlovers,

> Today, for  the first time since I became interested in birds eight years 

ago, I saw and  made some photos of snow buntings in the fields west of 

Champaign: S. Rising  road between Kirby and Winsor. There was also a longspur. They 

were mixed with  horned larks. The photos are not of great quality but can 

serve for the  purpose of indentification. Some are posted at   

http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/ or Google "illinois bird  photos".

> Another first is that this winter we have a couple of  red-breated 

nuthatches living in our backyard. They appear to be in good  health.

> Happy birding

> Ivan Petrov

>

>

--  

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois  Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor;  Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master  Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie  Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces  Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature  Conservancy
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acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife  Legacy"
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From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Tue Feb  5 08:59:01 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Tue Feb  5 08:59:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Chickadee

Message-ID: <403327.12065.qm@web82614.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

I've had some good birds in my yard the few years but I finally got my 1st Chickadee - I'm saying Carolina.  Maybe my yard is finally maturing.

-------------- next part --------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Feb  5 11:09:57 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Feb  5 11:16:56 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Chickadee

In-Reply-To: <403327.12065.qm@web82614.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <847965.40114.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  I had a Chickadee as a yard bird for the first time in early fall 2006. Never saw it again.

  Must have been just passing through...

  Bernie Sloan

Brock Price <brockprice@sbcglobal.net> wrote:

  I've had some good birds in my yard the few years but I finally got my 1st Chickadee - I'm saying Carolina.  Maybe my yard is finally maturing._______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Tue Feb  5 11:54:00 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Tue Feb  5 13:06:55 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] New yard birds.....

Message-ID: <571590.34082.qm@web60116.mail.yahoo.com>

Cathy and I heard a flock of snow geese passing over our house about 10 p.m. last night.  A new yard bird....

  Cardinals sound like they are setting up territories already as I have heard several singing in the neighborhood from conspicuous perches.  Ah, the signs of spring.

  Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080205/efb68229/attachment.htm

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Tue Feb  5 13:14:26 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Tue Feb  5 13:14:51 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Yard birds

Message-ID: <281507.73017.qm@web82605.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

I'm getting quanity in my yard in Saint Joseph today: 

  34 + Juncos ( a record for me at one time )

  18 Cardinals ( record is 23 at one time )

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080205/fe25dfbe/attachment.htm

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Feb  5 13:33:14 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Feb  5 13:33:30 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Chickadee

In-Reply-To: <847965.40114.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9015A@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I've had one in 20+ years :-(  Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan

Sent: Tuesday, February 05, 2008 11:10 AM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Chickadee

I had a Chickadee as a yard bird for the first time in early fall 2006.

Never saw it again.

Must have been just passing through...

Bernie Sloan

Brock Price <brockprice@sbcglobal.net> wrote:


I've had some good birds in my yard the few years but I finally

got my 1st Chickadee - I'm saying Carolina.  Maybe my yard is finally

maturing._______________________________________________


Birdnotes mailing list


Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

________________________________

Looking for last minute shopping deals? Find them fast with Yahoo!
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From RBoehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Tue Feb  5 14:11:42 2008

From: RBoehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray Boehmer)

Date: Tue Feb  5 14:35:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Chickadee

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9015A@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

References: <847965.40114.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>


<2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9015A@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <47A86E92.8722.009C.0@mail.millikin.edu>

I've had one chickadee, and 2 Titmice, in my yard near Carle Park, in 21 years.

Ray

>>> "Vaiden, Robert" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu> 2/5/2008 1:33 PM >>>

I've had one in 20+ years :-(  Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org 

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan

Sent: Tuesday, February 05, 2008 11:10 AM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Chickadee

I had a Chickadee as a yard bird for the first time in early fall 2006.

Never saw it again.

Must have been just passing through...

Bernie Sloan

Brock Price <brockprice@sbcglobal.net> wrote:


I've had some good birds in my yard the few years but I finally

got my 1st Chickadee - I'm saying Carolina.  Maybe my yard is finally

maturing._______________________________________________


Birdnotes mailing list


Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes 

________________________________

Looking for last minute shopping deals? Find them fast with Yahoo!

Search.

<http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=51734/*http:/tools.search.yahoo.com/newsearc 

h/category.php?category=shopping> 

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Tue Feb  5 15:02:34 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Tue Feb  5 15:02:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Towhees

Message-ID: <482115.27945.qm@web60125.mail.yahoo.com>

I have a birding friend in south Mahomet who sent me an e-mail reporting that he had 5 Eastern Towhees and a catbird in his yard near the Sangamon last Friday.  

  Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.
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An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080205/d909b0d3/attachment.htm

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Thu Feb  7 09:11:45 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Thu Feb  7 09:34:07 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] come watch the birds fly

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080207090803.01eccaa8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Don't forget--tonight is "Raptor 101", brought to you as a joint program of 

Audubon and the Urbana Park District, at Brookens gym, 1776 E. Washington, 

Urbana.  There is no charge to the public for this program,  but 

contributions to the Illinois Raptor Center will be welcomed.  (these birds 

don't eat chicken feed!)  I hope to see you there!



--Helen Parker

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri Feb  8 08:41:23 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri Feb  8 08:41:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Screech Owl

Message-ID: <878570.64960.qm@web60122.mail.yahoo.com>

Cathy and I heard the whinnies of an Eastern Screech Owl about 5:30 this morning near the Race Street parking lot at Meadowbrook Park.  Hadn't heard one there in a while.

  Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.

-------------- next part --------------
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URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080208/ca2477cf/attachment.htm

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Feb  9 19:17:24 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Feb  9 19:17:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Dark-Morph Red-tailed Hawks

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DCFA@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

There have been 2 Dark-morph Red-tailed Hawks wintering on the South Farms this year.  One of these birds has wintered here for the past 5-6 years and I think this is the first winter for the other bird.  Many of us have seen the first bird over the years, but I don't know how many birders have seen the second bird.  I have posted some photographs on my web site for review and comment:  http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Red-Tailed%20Hawks.html.  These are beautiful birds and if you haven't seen either of them already, I encourage you to take a look for them.  My experience is that both birds are wary and won't tolerate you trying to approach them on foot.  I have provided some information on where they have been hanging out this winter on my web site.

I would welcome any comments on these birds.

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Feb  9 19:25:09 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Feb  9 19:25:17 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Shrike !

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DCFB@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Rob Kanter and I spent a little time birding this morning at Riverbend and the Lake of the Woods Conservation area.  We were rewarded with a Northern Shrike (first spotted by Rob) at the Conservation area.  I've spent the past 14 years driving by this area saying "this looks like a great area for a Northern Shrike" over and over again, but I've never actually seen one there before.  Apparently, others think this area might be good for Northern Shrikes, too, because Rob and I ran into two birders from Indiana and their first question for us was "seen any Northern Shrikes today?"  The bird was actively feeding and covered a lot of territory.

Rob and I also had a flock of about 30 White-fronted Geese at Riverbend. There were a few Ring-billed Gulls hanging around.  We had a small flock of Grackles fly overhead.  I strongly suspect these birds were migrants and a first sign of spring.

Greg Lambeth

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Feb  9 19:53:22 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Feb  9 19:54:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Dark-Morph Red-tailed Hawks

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DCFA@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DCFA@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <30ec30250802091753x117f49bcu323d478e59a504ee@mail.gmail.com>

Good pictures, Greg.  Were you able to ID the bird that RT # 2 is feeding on

in photos 4 and 5?  Some of the prey plumage looks speckled, which made me

wonder if it was a starling.  Of course, that could be just wishful

thinking.

In photo 1, the way RT # 1 is fluffed up against the cold gives it a really

chunky look, and very much brings to mind the namesake sculpture, with its

squat appearance, in *The Maltese Falcon*!

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On Feb 9, 2008 7:17 PM, Lambeth, Gregory S <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu> wrote:

>

> There have been 2 Dark-morph Red-tailed Hawks wintering on the South Farms

> this year.  One of these birds has wintered here for the past 5-6 years and

> I think this is the first winter for the other bird.  Many of us have seen

> the first bird over the years, but I don't know how many birders have seen

> the second bird.  I have posted some photographs on my web site for review

> and comment:

> http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Red-Tailed%20Hawks.html.

>  These are beautiful birds and if you haven't seen either of them already, I

> encourage you to take a look for them.  My experience is that both birds are

> wary and won't tolerate you trying to approach them on foot.  I have

> provided some information on where they have been hanging out this winter on

> my web site.

>

> I would welcome any comments on these birds.

>

> Greg Lambeth

>

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080209/11266af7/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sat Feb  9 20:29:43 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sat Feb  9 20:29:46 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Dark-Morph Red-tailed Hawks

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DCFA@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DCFA@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <f631efe1bd97.47ae0d37@insightbb.com>

My experience with different Red-tailed morphs is limited. But in looking at Sibley I would conclude that these are Western red-tails due to the rufous coloration. Sibley divides their colors into light, intermediate and dark. These both look intermediate. The juvenile does not appear to have enough light/whitish color on the chest to qualify for the light category according to the drawing. Pretty exciting to have them both here. By the way, I'm not sure what the juvenile is eating but the tail of the bird doesn't look quite right for a starling. But I'm not sure...never having seen a starling in that particular position!

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

Date: Saturday, February 9, 2008 19:17

Subject: [Birdnotes] Dark-Morph Red-tailed Hawks

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> 

> There have been 2 Dark-morph Red-tailed Hawks wintering on the 

> South Farms this year.  One of these birds has wintered 

> here for the past 5-6 years and I think this is the first winter 

> for the other bird.  Many of us have seen the first bird 

> over the years, but I don't know how many birders have seen the 

> second bird.  I have posted some photographs on my web site 

> for review and comment:  

> http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Red-Tailed%20Hawks.html.  These are beautiful birds and if you haven't seen either of them already, I encourage you to take a look for them.  My experience is that both birds are wary and won't tolerate you trying to approach them on foot.  I have provided some information on where they have been hanging out this winter on my web site.

> 

> I would welcome any comments on these birds.

> 

> Greg Lambeth

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080209/7a042a3c/attachment.htm

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Mon Feb 11 11:42:07 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Mon Feb 11 11:53:36 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Great Backyard Bird Count

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080211113125.04d5d2f8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I goofed--this should have been posted and announced earlier!  Anyway--the 

2008 "Great Backyard Bird Count"  is February 15-18.

What IS the GBBC?  It's one of these Audubon/Cornell projects that tries to 

get people to observe birds, generally close to home.  The idea is that you 

spend 15 minutes or more observing birds in a location--your yard, a park, 

or wherever, count how many of each species, and report the total.  The 

information is primarily available online: visit www.birdcount.org for 

instructions.  Basically, you count the birds at  your chosen location, 

recording the highest number of birds of each species seen at one time. 

Report your results online at www.bidcount.org.  You can count the same 

place on different days of the count; you can count in different places on 

either the same or different days.  It's easy, it's fun -- get involved!



--Helen Parker

From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon Feb 11 18:10:19 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon Feb 11 18:11:02 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sapsucker

Message-ID: <30ec30250802111610r672a9476u1ea4e306ac5ccd90@mail.gmail.com>

Our YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER (male) was at the suet out back around 9:30

this morning.  First time I'd seen him in perhaps 10 days to 2 weeks.

The other customers today were the familiar crowd.

Over the weekend it appeared to me that our squirrels have become more and

more frustrated.  I think that the seed catcher I installed has dramatically

cut the sunflower seeds scattering to the ground below the feeders.  The

squirrels now have just a bare fraction of what they were formerly able to

forage off the ground, and simply can't believe that they're unable to get

through or over the cylinder baffle to all that seed that's virtually in

their grasp.  So, they keep climbing up the pole, searching for that last

handhold that will get them to dinner . . . but finally sliding back down.

Some have been clambering out on the limbs of the ash, trying to get within

jumping range, and finding that all the branches get too slender just a bit

too soon.  The truly tantalizing nature of all their efforts seems, in my

eyes, to be close to driving some of them nuts (couldn't resist).  I'm

reluctant to ascribe such psychological characterizations to animals, but it

appears to fit what I saw Saturday:  One of the squirrels up in the tree was

unable to approach the feeders close enough.  It had been searching for a

branch that could get it out further, and finally, foiled, it whipped

around, charged back in toward the trunk of the tree, tried to leap up to a

higher limb . . . and absolutely, totally missed.  First time I've *ever*

seen a squirrel completely muff a jump.  It fell about 15 or 20 feet to the

ground; it's lucky there was a pile of leaves down there that I hadn't got

around to bagging and setting out for city leaf collection in November.  It

zipped back up the tree pretty quickly, so I suspect no more than its pride

was wounded.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080211/11e88b24/attachment.htm

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Mon Feb 11 19:20:41 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Mon Feb 11 19:20:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sapsucker

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250802111610r672a9476u1ea4e306ac5ccd90@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <554954.42556.qm@web57109.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Brian Threlkeld said "First time I've *ever* seen a squirrel completely muff a jump."

  Years ago on a windy day in my parents' back yard along the Kankakee River I watched a squirrel moving through the canopy of burr oaks about 35 feet above the ground. 

  The squirrel attempted to jump from one tree to the next and, while it was in mid-air, the wind moved the squirrel's target branch. The squirrel hit the ground pretty hard, and lay there motionless for 15 minutes. My brother said it was temporarily stunned. I thought the squirrel was too embarrassed to move.  :-)

  Bernie Sloan

Brian Threlkeld <threlkster@gmail.com> wrote:

    Our YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER (male) was at the suet out back around 9:30 this morning.  First time I'd seen him in perhaps 10 days to 2 weeks.

  The other customers today were the familiar crowd.

  Over the weekend it appeared to me that our squirrels have become more and more frustrated.  I think that the seed catcher I installed has dramatically cut the sunflower seeds scattering to the ground below the feeders.  The squirrels now have just a bare fraction of what they were formerly able to forage off the ground, and simply can't believe that they're unable to get through or over the cylinder baffle to all that seed that's virtually in their grasp.  So, they keep climbing up the pole, searching for that last handhold that will get them to dinner . . . but finally sliding back down.

  Some have been clambering out on the limbs of the ash, trying to get within jumping range, and finding that all the branches get too slender just a bit too soon.  The truly tantalizing nature of all their efforts seems, in my eyes, to be close to driving some of them nuts (couldn't resist).  I'm reluctant to ascribe such psychological characterizations to animals, but it appears to fit what I saw Saturday:  One of the squirrels up in the tree was unable to approach the feeders close enough.  It had been searching for a branch that could get it out further, and finally, foiled, it whipped around, charged back in toward the trunk of the tree, tried to leap up to a higher limb . . . and absolutely, totally missed.  First time I've *ever* seen a squirrel completely muff a jump.  It fell about 15 or 20 feet to the ground; it's lucky there was a pile of leaves down there that I hadn't got around to bagging and setting out for city leaf collection in November.  It zipped back up

 the tree pretty quickly, so I suspect no more than its pride was wounded.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue Feb 12 07:34:42 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue Feb 12 07:35:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 12 Feb. backyard

Message-ID: <30ec30250802120534y3bda5688r5158ca1d4c39c106@mail.gmail.com>

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER (male) again feeding on suet, 7:30 a.m.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080212/bb9236f5/attachment.htm

From ekinsel at sbcglobal.net  Tue Feb 12 12:27:17 2008

From: ekinsel at sbcglobal.net (ekinsel@sbcglobal.net)

Date: Tue Feb 12 12:27:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Park?

Message-ID: <002101c86da4$e5f4d0f0$6401a8c0@TOSHIBALAPTOP>

Last weekend I attempted to locate Homer Park to check it out. I wasn't able to make it there as the road I believe it's located on was closed due to damage from the recent flooding.

Is there a sign or landmark so I can know I'm in the right place?

Thanks,

Ed Kinsel

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080212/4f389108/attachment.htm

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Tue Feb 12 14:23:37 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Tue Feb 12 14:33:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] squirrel defenders

Message-ID: <20080212142337.BCB36538@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

I have finally witness a positive benefit of squirrels in my yard and wondered if others have seen the same behaviour. Yesterday the neighborhood Cooper's Hawk was perched in our apricot tree. Before long a brave,or foolish, squirrel ran up the trunk, out the branch on which the hawk was perched and chased him off. This is the 3rd time I have seen squirrels chasing Cooper's Hawk from the yard. Once the hawk was deep in our woodpile foraging for lunch. Two squirrels came from opposite corners of the yard and dove in after the hawk, causing him to exit in a hurry. I know that Cooper's Hawks occasionally catch squirrels, but don't thing squirrel is a regular menu item.

Beth Chato

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Tue Feb 12 14:57:10 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Tue Feb 12 14:57:11 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Squirrels and Juncos

In-Reply-To: <20080212142337.BCB36538@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20080212142337.BCB36538@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0802121441590.18407@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birdnoters,

I have a few juncos in the bushes around my apartment.

Also many squirrels.

A few crows usually perch in the trees.

Beth's post makes me wonder if coopers hawks might pick off an occasional 

young or baby squirrel.

About squirrel missing a tree limb when jumping.

My Dad once had a squirrel land near him while hunting at Stephen Forbes 

State Park.

Evidently the rodent had misjudged the limb on which it junped which 

broke off from the tree.

The squirrel ran off apparently unharmed.

I once watched a group of grey squirrels fighting over an oak tree near 

the stone steps at Crystal Lake Park.

Two squirrels got way out on the end of a limb and couldn't get back on 

solid footing.

They fell some 50 feet to the base of the bluff and each took off in a 

different direction.

In Allerton Park I once saw a group of Chipmunks stealing acorns from a 

squirrel.

I also saw a squirrel scare up a male pheasant at Lake Shelbyville WMA.

I don't know which was the most surprised Me, the squirrel, or the 

Pheasant!

Turnabout is fairplay I guess.

Birds and Squirrels are where you find them.

Jim :)

On Tue, 12 Feb 2008, John & Beth Chato wrote:

> Birdnoters,

> I have finally witness a positive benefit of squirrels in my yard and wondered if others have seen the same behaviour. Yesterday the neighborhood Cooper's Hawk was perched in our apricot tree. Before long a brave,or foolish, squirrel ran up the trunk, out the branch on which the hawk was perched and chased him off. This is the 3rd time I have seen squirrels chasing Cooper's Hawk from the yard. Once the hawk was deep in our woodpile foraging for lunch. Two squirrels came from opposite corners of the yard and dove in after the hawk, causing him to exit in a hurry. I know that Cooper's Hawks occasionally catch squirrels, but don't thing squirrel is a regular menu item.

>

> Beth Chato

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Tue Feb 12 15:05:26 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Tue Feb 12 15:03:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Blue Jay defenders

Message-ID: <008a01c86dba$fe7711e0$9358b0d8@DELL>

I have come to appreciate my Blue Jays even though they eat like pigs.  When the Cooper's Hawk is around, they warn everyone else and I am sure have saved many lives.  

I have so many squirrels I would not mind the Cooper snatching up one or two.  

But I would be sad in the end.  

It appears to me that the cardinals are the most frequent meal for the Cooper's.  I find more of the red feathers than any other, sad to say.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080212/40f1f0f0/attachment.htm

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Feb 12 15:06:32 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Feb 12 15:06:55 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] squirrel defenders

In-Reply-To: <20080212142337.BCB36538@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <142734.65649.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  I've seen this behavior on two occasions. Each time a Coopers was sitting on top of a wooden fence, eating a bird. Each time a squirrel would climb up the fence towards the hawk. Each time the appeared nervous and flew awa.

  Bernie Sloan

John & Beth Chato <jbchato@uiuc.edu> wrote:

  Birdnoters,

I have finally witness a positive benefit of squirrels in my yard and wondered if others have seen the same behaviour. Yesterday the neighborhood Cooper's Hawk was perched in our apricot tree. Before long a brave,or foolish, squirrel ran up the trunk, out the branch on which the hawk was perched and chased him off. This is the 3rd time I have seen squirrels chasing Cooper's Hawk from the yard. Once the hawk was deep in our woodpile foraging for lunch. Two squirrels came from opposite corners of the yard and dove in after the hawk, causing him to exit in a hurry. I know that Cooper's Hawks occasionally catch squirrels, but don't thing squirrel is a regular menu item.

Beth Chato

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080212/fae9deb0/attachment.htm

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Tue Feb 12 15:26:26 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Tue Feb 12 15:26:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] squirrel defenders

In-Reply-To: <20080212142337.BCB36538@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <315004.89955.qm@web60118.mail.yahoo.com>

The squirrels in my yard and the Cooper's Hawk who regularly visits have an interesting relationship.  The Cooper's Hawk has developed a rather unique hunting style.  I have several low hedges around the patio that small birds dive into when the hawk appears.  The hawk lands, and runs around through the low bushes, trying to flush them, or at times trying to grab them.  When the hawk is on the ground, the squirrels are nowhere to be found.  But when the hawk lights in one of the trees in my neighbor's or my back yard, the squirrels often harass the hawk until it flies.  

  Roger Digges 

John & Beth Chato <jbchato@uiuc.edu> wrote:

  Birdnoters,

I have finally witness a positive benefit of squirrels in my yard and wondered if others have seen the same behaviour. Yesterday the neighborhood Cooper's Hawk was perched in our apricot tree. Before long a brave,or foolish, squirrel ran up the trunk, out the branch on which the hawk was perched and chased him off. This is the 3rd time I have seen squirrels chasing Cooper's Hawk from the yard. Once the hawk was deep in our woodpile foraging for lunch. Two squirrels came from opposite corners of the yard and dove in after the hawk, causing him to exit in a hurry. I know that Cooper's Hawks occasionally catch squirrels, but don't thing squirrel is a regular menu item.

Beth Chato

_______________________________________________
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-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080212/78f139d4/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Tue Feb 12 19:38:00 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Tue Feb 12 19:38:04 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Blue Jay defenders

In-Reply-To: <008a01c86dba$fe7711e0$9358b0d8@DELL>

References: <008a01c86dba$fe7711e0$9358b0d8@DELL>

Message-ID: <fd2ea4cb10fe.47b1f598@insightbb.com>

I have large populations of both cardinals and mourning doves in my yard during the winter. I've never seen the cooper's take a cardinal but they get doves frequently. Wonder if it could have something to do with the birds' different eating styles? The cardinals keep flying back and forth and the doves hang around together on the ground......an easier target? Today I found the back end and tail of a house sparrow near the bird bath. Don't know what that could have been the result of - a cat maybe? Would the hawk de-end a bird like that? 

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Karen Forcum <tkforcum@consolidated.net>

Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2008 15:04

Subject: [Birdnotes] Blue Jay defenders

To: Bird Notes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> I have come to appreciate my Blue Jays even though they eat like 

> pigs.  When the Cooper's Hawk is around, they warn everyone 

> else and I am sure have saved many lives.  

> I have so many squirrels I would not mind the Cooper snatching 

> up one or two.  

> But I would be sad in the end.  

> It appears to me that the cardinals are the most frequent meal 

> for the Cooper's.  I find more of the red feathers than any 

> other, sad to say.  

> 

> Have a Birder Good Day

> Karen Forcum

> Mode, IL

> Shelby County

> tkforcum@consolidated.net

> 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080212/74bb0376/attachment-0001.htm

From threlkster at gmail.com  Wed Feb 13 07:56:14 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Wed Feb 13 07:57:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] YBS

Message-ID: <30ec30250802130556r453bf1a1n263f0233fb7a407@mail.gmail.com>

YB SAPSUCKER (male) at suet again -- like clockwork, at 7:30 a.m.

Interestingly, it's not moving much; far less than half the time actually

pecking at the cake.  May be like me -- not much of a morning person/early

bird . . . especially when it's *so* cold (8 f., -3 wind chill).

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080213/5764e515/attachment.htm

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed Feb 13 09:54:54 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed Feb 13 09:55:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Blue Jay defenders

In-Reply-To: <fd2ea4cb10fe.47b1f598@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <295646.69885.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Interesting. The "food habits" section of the Cooper's Hawk entry in BNA Online doesn't mention Cardinals at all. I wonder what it is about Karen's hawks that make them go after Cardinals?

  I've seen Coopers nab birds several times, and every time but once it was a Mourning Dove. I always assumed that was because doves were a bigger bang for the buck, i.e., meatier than most medium-sized birds.

  Bernie Sloan

ckanchor@insightbb.com wrote:

    I have large populations of both cardinals and mourning doves in my yard during the winter. I've never seen the cooper's take a cardinal but they get doves frequently. Wonder if it could have something to do with the birds' different eating styles? The cardinals keep flying back and forth and the doves hang around together on the ground......an easier target? Today I found the back end and tail of a house sparrow near the bird bath. Don't know what that could have been the result of - a cat maybe? Would the hawk de-end a bird like that? 

  Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Karen Forcum <tkforcum@consolidated.net>

Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2008 15:04

Subject: [Birdnotes] Blue Jay defenders

To: Bird Notes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> I have come to appreciate my Blue Jays even though they eat like 

> pigs.  When the Cooper's Hawk is around, they warn everyone 

> else and I am sure have saved many lives.  

> I have so many squirrels I would not mind the Cooper snatching 

> up one or two.  

> But I would be sad in the end.  

> It appears to me that the cardinals are the most frequent meal 

> for the Cooper's.  I find more of the red feathers than any 

> other, sad to say.  

> 

> Have a Birder Good Day

> Karen Forcum

> Mode, IL

> Shelby County

> tkforcum@consolidated.net

> 

_______________________________________________
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-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080213/29a2fdc1/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Wed Feb 13 11:16:11 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Wed Feb 13 11:16:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: more about Cooper's - no sightings

In-Reply-To: <295646.69885.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <fd2ea4cb10fe.47b1f598@insightbb.com>


<295646.69885.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <f9fbb50e47b2.47b2d17b@insightbb.com>

It would seem to make sense for a hawk who has reached adulthood to have learned what is the easiest and best prey to capture in their particular area. The Cooper's has certainly learned the benefits of hanging around bird feeders! At the IRC's Raptor 101 program, Jacques explained how Red-tailed Hawks have learned to kill rattlesnakes without getting hurt. Out west the Cooper's Hawk takes more mammals and reptiles as prey. They are probably in more abundance and/or better food. My yard has a choice between cardinals and doves. If a bird doesn't have a choice, or it if it just plain hungary, maybe it has to take whatever it can catch at the time?? 

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

Date: Wednesday, February 13, 2008 9:56

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Blue Jay defenders

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>  

>   Interesting. The "food habits" section of the Cooper's 

> Hawk entry in BNA Online doesn't mention Cardinals at all. I 

> wonder what it is about Karen's hawks that make them go after 

> Cardinals?   

>   I've seen Coopers nab birds several times, and every time 

> but once it was a Mourning Dove. I always assumed that was 

> because doves were a bigger bang for the buck, i.e., meatier 

> than most medium-sized birds.

>    

>   Bernie Sloan

> 

> ckanchor@insightbb.com wrote:

>     I have large populations of both cardinals 

> and mourning doves in my yard during the winter. I've never seen 

> the cooper's take a cardinal but they get doves frequently. 

> Wonder if it could have something to do with the birds' 

> different eating styles? The cardinals keep flying back and 

> forth and the doves hang around together on the ground......an 

> easier target? Today I found the back end and tail of a house 

> sparrow near the bird bath. Don't know what that could have been 

> the result of - a cat maybe? Would the hawk de-end a bird like 

> that? 

>   Charlene Anchor

> 

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: Karen Forcum <tkforcum@consolidated.net>

> Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2008 15:04

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Blue Jay defenders

> To: Bird Notes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> 

> > I have come to appreciate my Blue Jays even though they eat 

> like 

> > pigs.  When the Cooper's Hawk is around, they warn 

> everyone 

> > else and I am sure have saved many lives.  

> > I have so many squirrels I would not mind the Cooper snatching 

> > up one or two.  

> > But I would be sad in the end.  

> > It appears to me that the cardinals are the most frequent meal 

> > for the Cooper's.  I find more of the red feathers than 

> any 

> > other, sad to say.  

> > 

> > Have a Birder Good Day

> > Karen Forcum

> > Mode, IL

> > Shelby County

> > tkforcum@consolidated.net

> > 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

> 

>        

> ---------------------------------

> Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! 

> Mobile.  Try it now.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080213/92e3422a/attachment.htm

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Wed Feb 13 15:08:48 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Wed Feb 13 15:10:13 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE:Cooper's Hawks

In-Reply-To: <295646.69885.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9015F@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

In my yard, Mourning Doves are the food of choice for Cooper's Hawks...

squirrels, too, when they can get them (which is not often enough!)

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan

Sent: Wednesday, February 13, 2008 9:55 AM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Blue Jay defenders

Interesting. The "food habits" section of the Cooper's Hawk entry in BNA

Online doesn't mention Cardinals at all. I wonder what it is about

Karen's hawks that make them go after Cardinals?

I've seen Coopers nab birds several times, and every time but once it

was a Mourning Dove. I always assumed that was because doves were a

bigger bang for the buck, i.e., meatier than most medium-sized birds.

Bernie Sloan

ckanchor@insightbb.com wrote:


I have large populations of both cardinals and mourning doves in

my yard during the winter. I've never seen the cooper's take a cardinal

but they get doves frequently. Wonder if it could have something to do

with the birds' different eating styles? The cardinals keep flying back

and forth and the doves hang around together on the ground......an

easier target? Today I found the back end and tail of a house sparrow

near the bird bath. Don't know what that could have been the result of -

a cat maybe? Would the hawk de-end a bird like that? 


Charlene Anchor


----- Original Message -----


From: Karen Forcum <tkforcum@consolidated.net>


Date: Tuesday, February 12, 2008 15:04


Subject: [Birdnotes] Blue Jay defenders


To: Bird Notes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>


> I have come to appreciate my Blue Jays even though they eat

like 


> pigs.  When the Cooper's Hawk is around, they warn everyone 


> else and I am sure have saved many lives.  


> I have so many squirrels I would not mind the Cooper snatching


> up one or two.  


> But I would be sad in the end.  


> It appears to me that the cardinals are the most frequent meal


> for the Cooper's.  I find more of the red feathers than any 


> other, sad to say.  


> 


> Have a Birder Good Day


> Karen Forcum


> Mode, IL


> Shelby County


> tkforcum@consolidated.net


> 


_______________________________________________


Birdnotes mailing list


Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

________________________________

Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile. Try

it now.
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From astrid at insightbb.com  Wed Feb 13 16:26:21 2008

From: astrid at insightbb.com (Astrid Berkson)

Date: Wed Feb 13 16:26:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] squirrel defenders

In-Reply-To: <315004.89955.qm@web60118.mail.yahoo.com>

References: <315004.89955.qm@web60118.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <47B36E8D.2060501@insightbb.com>

When juvenile Cooper's hawks nested in our yard in 2000, at the point 

when the babies were out flopping among the branches, the parents 

sometimes caught squirrels in the nearby yards, with the young ones 

watching. The parents took the lead baby out and taught it to hunt, but 

did nothing for the 2nd and 3rd babies.The second, imitating his 

parents, caught squirrels, and the third ate the leftovers. We thought 

they were doomed, but the next spring they showed up for a few days, the 

second still catching squirrels and the third still eating the leftovers

Roger Digges wrote:

> The squirrels in my yard and the Cooper's Hawk who regularly visits 

> have an interesting relationship.  The Cooper's Hawk has developed a 

> rather unique hunting style.  I have several low hedges around the 

> patio that small birds dive into when the hawk appears.  The hawk 

> lands, and runs around through the low bushes, trying to flush them, 

> or at times trying to grab them.  When the hawk is on the ground, the 

> squirrels are nowhere to be found.  But when the hawk lights in one of 

> the trees in my neighbor's or my back yard, the squirrels often harass 

> the hawk until it flies. 

>  

> Roger Digges 

>

> */John & Beth Chato <jbchato@uiuc.edu>/* wrote:

>

>     Birdnoters,

>     I have finally witness a positive benefit of squirrels in my yard

>     and wondered if others have seen the same behaviour. Yesterday the

>     neighborhood Cooper's Hawk was perched in our apricot tree. Before

>     long a brave,or foolish, squirrel ran up the trunk, out the branch

>     on which the hawk was perched and chased him off. This is the 3rd

>     time I have seen squirrels chasing Cooper's Hawk from the yard.

>     Once the hawk was deep in our woodpile foraging for lunch. Two

>     squirrels came from opposite corners of the yard and dove in after

>     the hawk, causing him to exit in a hurry. I know that Cooper's

>     Hawks occasionally catch squirrels, but don't thing squirrel is a

>     regular menu item.

>

>     Beth Chato

>     _______________________________________________

>     Birdnotes mailing list

>     Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>     https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>

> ------------------------------------------------------------------------

> Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your homepage. 

> <http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=51438/*http://www.yahoo.com/r/hs>

> ------------------------------------------------------------------------

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>   

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080213/0af84d37/attachment.htm

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Thu Feb 14 08:25:27 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Thu Feb 14 08:29:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey Vulture 

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DD05@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

By my clock, spring arrived at 7:55am this morning when I had my first bona fide migrant -- a Turkey Vulture flying over Meadowbrook Park.  The Southerly winds we're having right now will likely bring in a few more birds so keep an eye out.  We may have Woodcocks at Meadowbrook by the weekend!

Greg Lambeth

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Thu Feb 14 09:17:30 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Thu Feb 14 09:17:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey Vulture

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DD05@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DD05@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <f638fd323ac5.47b4072a@insightbb.com>

Since the weather in the states south of us is cold and snowy that may help to push migrants up our way.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

Date: Thursday, February 14, 2008 8:29

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey Vulture

To: "birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> 

> 

> By my clock, spring arrived at 7:55am this morning when I had my 

> first bona fide migrant -- a Turkey Vulture flying over 

> Meadowbrook Park.  The Southerly winds we're having right 

> now will likely bring in a few more birds so keep an eye 

> out.  We may have Woodcocks at Meadowbrook by the weekend!

> 

> Greg Lambeth

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080214/febf0620/attachment-0001.htm

From threlkster at gmail.com  Thu Feb 14 08:49:56 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Thu Feb 14 09:18:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sapsucker

Message-ID: <30ec30250802140649y3f7fa6d1j486a1f69f850d88b@mail.gmail.com>

The YB SAPSUCKER (male) was at our suet again this morning.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080214/011729e8/attachment.htm

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Feb 14 09:26:53 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Feb 14 09:33:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey Vulture 

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DD05@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <471152.81145.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  I've been wondering about Turkey Vultures and migration.

  While I don't think I've ever seen vultures in Urbana in January (February 22 is my earliest) I have seen them in Vermillion County and the Indiana counties to the east in December and January. Seems like they might stick around for the winter not too far away?

  Bernie Sloan

"Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu> wrote:

By my clock, spring arrived at 7:55am this morning when I had my first bona fide migrant -- a Turkey Vulture flying over Meadowbrook Park. The Southerly winds we're having right now will likely bring in a few more birds so keep an eye out. We may have Woodcocks at Meadowbrook by the weekend!

Greg Lambeth

_______________________________________________
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-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080214/d0ea86df/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Thu Feb 14 10:13:04 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Thu Feb 14 10:13:52 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sapsucker

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250802140649y3f7fa6d1j486a1f69f850d88b@mail.gmail.com>

References: <30ec30250802140649y3f7fa6d1j486a1f69f850d88b@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <fc88cf372ea8.47b41430@insightbb.com>

Had a Carolina Wren at the peanut feeder this morning. Don't see it there very often. This past week the pair have been singing, the female following the male's song.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Brian Threlkeld <threlkster@gmail.com>

Date: Thursday, February 14, 2008 9:19

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sapsucker

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> The YB SAPSUCKER (male) was at our suet again this morning.

> 

> 

> ___________________

> Brian Threlkeld

> 107 E Michigan Ave

> Urbana IL 61801-5027

> 

> 217-384-5164

> abt5@columbia.edu

> 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080214/d80ce504/attachment.htm

From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Thu Feb 14 11:05:50 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Thu Feb 14 11:03:52 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey Vultures

Message-ID: <004701c86f2b$da766c10$0b58b0d8@DELL>

I watched at least a dozen turkey vultures as far north as Effingham all winter.  Today I had one over our field, the first I have seen since early December.  They had thick ice just a few miles south of here, and on to the southern tip of Illinois.  Perhaps Charlene is correct and that is what is sending some of them up to us.  My favorite bird is the turkey vulture by the way.  I think I will have a woodcock tonight.  Valentines day seems to be the first day I have heard one most often in spring.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net

-------------- next part --------------
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From povpt93 at consolidated.net  Thu Feb 14 13:08:27 2008

From: povpt93 at consolidated.net (Bradley, Ronald)

Date: Thu Feb 14 13:08:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] scoter

Message-ID: <20080214130827.JBD07780@mailstore02.consolidated.net>

A White-winged Scoter is present today at Lake Charleston, Coles County. Plumage is that of first winter bird.

From tkovacs at uiuc.edu  Thu Feb 14 13:22:15 2008

From: tkovacs at uiuc.edu (Thomas Kovacs)

Date: Thu Feb 14 13:32:46 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] first day of spring

Message-ID: <p06240800c3da44716615@[192.168.1.66]>

We too saw 2 turkey vultures while at Kennekuk county park this 

blustery morning.

Roger Kotoske, Tom Kovacs

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Fri Feb 15 08:55:47 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Fri Feb 15 08:57:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] GBBC

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080215085303.01eb5d00@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Remember, this year's Great Backyard Bird Count starts TODAY!  It continues 

through Monday, Feb. 18.  See www.birdcount.org for details.


--Helen Parker

From povpt93 at consolidated.net  Fri Feb 15 11:38:03 2008

From: povpt93 at consolidated.net (Bradley, Ronald)

Date: Fri Feb 15 12:06:07 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] no scoter

Message-ID: <20080215113803.JBI09667@mailstore02.consolidated.net>

Lake Charleston, Coles County-no scoter today but it apparently has transformed itself. There's now 5 Tundra Swans along w/ 2 Bald Eagles. Also, Ring-billed and Herring gulls and Common Goldeneye.

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Fri Feb 15 13:58:26 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Fri Feb 15 13:58:55 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Great Backyard BIrd Watch

Message-ID: <20080215135826.BCF05813@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

For the last several years Audubon has submitted the list of birds seen at the Anita Purves NAture Center as part of the Great Backyard Birdwatch. This year we haven't organized anything formal, but I plan to be at the Center at 8am tomorrow (Saturday 16) and stay for an hour or so to watch the feeders and maybe take a short hike. I will then send in our list to the GBBC. I would be glad to have some company. If anyone is interested and available, just join me in the feeder watch room.

Beth Chato

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Fri Feb 15 21:47:23 2008

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Fri Feb 15 21:47:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend bluebirds

Message-ID: <d06.273f12fb.34e7b6cb@aol.com>

A little late sending this note, but on  Tuesday I went over to Riverbend and 

there was a pair of bluebirds by the  parking lot.  Thousands of Canada 

geese, some with orange neck tags, and a  few White fronted geese.

I didn't find the Northern shrike at Lake of the Woods Country Park.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

**************The year's hottest artists on the red carpet at the Grammy 

Awards. Go to AOL Music.      

(http://music.aol.com/grammys?NCID=aolcmp00300000002565)

-------------- next part --------------
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Fri Feb 15 22:04:56 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Fri Feb 15 22:05:08 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend bluebirds

In-Reply-To: <d06.273f12fb.34e7b6cb@aol.com>

References: <d06.273f12fb.34e7b6cb@aol.com>

Message-ID: <f71ecf187109.47b60c88@insightbb.com>

Last season at Riverbend, bluebirds nested in a box off the first parking lot and off the second parking lot as well. I've been thinking about them (concerned) and am happy to know they are around. The few times I've been out there I haven't seen them. 

I was at Lake of the Woods for awhile this morning. Mostly saw the usual winter residents but did have a soaring Turkey Vulture float over Stidham Pond. Later I saw one of the Lake of the Woods Barred Owls fly towards the river. Shortly after, two were answering each other.  I also had around a 1000 geese on and over the golf course area.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Birderdlt@aol.com

Date: Friday, February 15, 2008 21:47

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend bluebirds

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

> A little late sending this note, but on  Tuesday I went 

> over to Riverbend and 

> there was a pair of bluebirds by the  parking lot.  

> Thousands of Canada 

> geese, some with orange neck tags, and a  few White fronted 

> geese.I didn't find the Northern shrike at Lake of the Woods 

> Country Park.

>  

> David Thomas

> Champaign, IL

> 

> 

> 

> **************The year's hottest artists on the red carpet at 

> the Grammy 

> Awards. Go to AOL Music.      

> (http://music.aol.com/grammys?NCID=aolcmp00300000002565)

> 
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Mon Feb 18 20:29:33 2008

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Mon Feb 18 20:29:40 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern shrike

Message-ID: <cb0.24605018.34eb990d@aol.com>

Went over to Clinton Lake for a quick trip this  afternoon.  On the road to 

Parnell, just west of the bridge, I saw a  Northern shrike in a tree right next 

to the road.  Great looks at it - and  not a place I expected to find one.  

Not a lot on the lake but had some  nice views of Hooded and Common mergansers. 

 Couple of Bald eagles were on  the ice.  A number of Herring gulls in with 

the Ring-billed gulls.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

**************Ideas to please picky eaters. Watch video on AOL Living.      

(http://living.aol.com/video/how-to-please-your-picky-eater/rachel-campos-duffy/

2050827?NCID=aolcmp00300000002598)
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed Feb 20 08:58:36 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed Feb 20 08:59:06 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Western morph red-tailed hawk

Message-ID: <665472.79911.qm@web60119.mail.yahoo.com>

This is very late, but while doing our raptor survey this past Monday, Joe Trotter and I got a very good look at a western morph red-tailed hawk.  It was located near the beach area at Mascoutin Recreational Area at Clinton Lake.  

  Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Wed Feb 20 10:42:39 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Wed Feb 20 10:50:12 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 20 Feb backyard

Message-ID: <30ec30250802200842o64d8906ap9a9fb8443d387bc3@mail.gmail.com>

YB SAPSUCKER (male) at suet again this morning.  (Yesterday morning, too.)

CARDINALS, HOUSE FINCHES, DOWNY WOODPECKERS, and DARK-EYED JUNCOS around

this morning, as well.

There was a pair of sparrows that wasn't completely familiar to me, hanging

out with the juncos.  The brown cap made me think of a chipping sparrow, but

the small dark spot on the chest, very light spotting/streaking at the side

of the chest just in front of the wing, brown-and-black pattern of back and

wings that looks like that of a HOSP, and white wing bars, now lead me to

conclude that they were AMERICAN TREE SPARROWS.  Can't recall if I've seen

them out back before.

I've seen at least to of the RB NUTHATCHES

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Wed Feb 20 20:27:28 2008

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Wed Feb 20 20:27:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lunacy

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080220202714.03825088@mail.kspei.com>

Hi All, Go out if you can, it is well on its way!  The eclipse of the full 

moon, not again until 2010.  Rhetta moon crazed here in Springfield, IL 

From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Wed Feb 20 22:12:19 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Wed Feb 20 22:10:04 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] lunacy

Message-ID: <003801c8743f$f40e5200$0e58b0d8@DELL>

Oh that was so pretty to watch the eclipse.  I am a great fan of the Full Moon always and this was so beautiful.  I tried to take some pictures but with time lapse even it did not turn out like I wanted.  There is nothing like our beautiful world to admire.  

I never tire of observing nature and the wonderful things it has to offer us. 

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net

-------------- next part --------------
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Thu Feb 21 13:22:07 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Thu Feb 21 13:22:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] lunacy

In-Reply-To: <003801c8743f$f40e5200$0e58b0d8@DELL>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9016C@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

The eclipse was a beautiful sight!

Didn't see any birds, though... :-)

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Karen

Forcum

Sent: Wednesday, February 20, 2008 10:12 PM

To: Bird Notes

Subject: [Birdnotes] lunacy

Oh that was so pretty to watch the eclipse.  I am a great fan of the

Full Moon always and this was so beautiful.  I tried to take some

pictures but with time lapse even it did not turn out like I wanted.

There is nothing like our beautiful world to admire.  

I never tire of observing nature and the wonderful things it has to

offer us. 

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri Feb 22 10:46:38 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri Feb 22 10:47:28 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook coyotes but no woodcocks (yet)

Message-ID: <741771.89455.qm@web60120.mail.yahoo.com>

While out walking at Meadowbrook before dawn, still have not heard/seen any woodcocks, but was serenaded by a group of coyotes much closer than I'm used to hearing them.  Usually they are well to the south of the park, but this morning they were just yards south of the wildflower walk west of its intersection with the statuary path.  And howling/yipping/barking was loud and close enough to initially raise the hairs on the back of my neck!  I noticed that the deer were huddled in the northeast corner of the prairie at the fence near the orchards, and preferred to stay there, even though other walkers, runners and I passed close.  

  Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Feb 22 11:05:03 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Feb 22 11:12:03 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook coyotes but no woodcocks (yet)

In-Reply-To: <741771.89455.qm@web60120.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <637564.26676.qm@web57113.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  I once heard coyotes up close in that same general area. It was early on a winter's AM, and the air was clear and still. An ambulance had just arrived at Clark-Lindsey, and the coyotes were doing a duet with the siren. The siren stopped, but the coyotes kept going for 20-30 seconds.

  Like Roger, it made the hair stand up on the back of my neck, but it was a neat experience.

  Bernie Sloan 

Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com> wrote:

    While out walking at Meadowbrook before dawn, still have not heard/seen any woodcocks, but was serenaded by a group of coyotes much closer than I'm used to hearing them.  Usually they are well to the south of the park, but this morning they were just yards south of the wildflower walk west of its intersection with the statuary path.  And howling/yipping/barking was loud and close enough to initially raise the hairs on the back of my neck!  I noticed that the deer were huddled in the northeast corner of the prairie at the fence near the orchards, and preferred to stay there, even though other walkers, runners and I passed close.  

  Roger Digges

---------------------------------

  Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your homepage. _______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Feb 22 13:13:05 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Feb 22 13:13:06 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Coyotes (Late Report) no birds

In-Reply-To: <637564.26676.qm@web57113.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <637564.26676.qm@web57113.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0802221305270.740@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Last Saturday I saw a coyote walking west along the North side of the 

boardwalk in Busey Woods just off the Country Club road.

First one I remember seeing in Busey.

I was on a hike after a Honey Suckle removal workday a couple years ago 

in Busey, after a light snow, when we found a fox track intersected by a 

coyotes trail.

The poor fox ended in a patch of red hair and a bit of bone.

The Coyote trail went on.

And so it goes.

Jim

On Fri, 22 Feb 2008, B.G. Sloan wrote:

>

>  I once heard coyotes up close in that same general area. It was early on a winter's AM, and the air was clear and still. An ambulance had just arrived at Clark-Lindsey, and the coyotes were doing a duet with the siren. The siren stopped, but the coyotes kept going for 20-30 seconds.

>

>  Like Roger, it made the hair stand up on the back of my neck, but it was a neat experience.

>

>  Bernie Sloan

>

>

> Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com> wrote:

>    While out walking at Meadowbrook before dawn, still have not heard/seen any woodcocks, but was serenaded by a group of coyotes much closer than I'm used to hearing them.  Usually they are well to the south of the park, but this morning they were just yards south of the wildflower walk west of its intersection with the statuary path.  And howling/yipping/barking was loud and close enough to initially raise the hairs on the back of my neck!  I noticed that the deer were huddled in the northeast corner of the prairie at the fence near the orchards, and preferred to stay there, even though other walkers, runners and I passed close.

>

>  Roger Digges

>

> ---------------------------------

>  Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your homepage. _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>

>

> ---------------------------------

> Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Fri Feb 22 13:33:07 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Fri Feb 22 13:34:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook coyotes but no woodcocks (yet)

In-Reply-To: <637564.26676.qm@web57113.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90170@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I was once "followed" by a curious coyote at Meadowbrook...  I have run

into them several other times out there.

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan

Sent: Friday, February 22, 2008 11:05 AM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook coyotes but no woodcocks (yet)

I once heard coyotes up close in that same general area. It was early on

a winter's AM, and the air was clear and still. An ambulance had just

arrived at Clark-Lindsey, and the coyotes were doing a duet with the

siren. The siren stopped, but the coyotes kept going for 20-30 seconds.

Like Roger, it made the hair stand up on the back of my neck, but it was

a neat experience.

Bernie Sloan 

Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com> wrote:


While out walking at Meadowbrook before dawn, still have not

heard/seen any woodcocks, but was serenaded by a group of coyotes much

closer than I'm used to hearing them.  Usually they are well to the

south of the park, but this morning they were just yards south of the

wildflower walk west of its intersection with the statuary path.  And

howling/yipping/barking was loud and close enough to initially raise the

hairs on the back of my neck!  I noticed that the deer were huddled in

the northeast corner of the prairie at the fence near the orchards, and

preferred to stay there, even though other walkers, runners and I passed

close.  


Roger Digges

________________________________
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From smithsje at egix.net  Fri Feb 22 19:27:42 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Fri Feb 22 19:28:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Collared Doves

Message-ID: <200802230128.m1N1SeZA023721@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

We have a daughter who lives about 20 miles east of Colorado Springs.  She has just emailed photos of two doves at their bird bath.  The doves are Eurasian Collared Doves.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-02-22

From leslienoa at gmail.com  Sun Feb 24 18:34:44 2008

From: leslienoa at gmail.com (Leslie Noa)

Date: Sun Feb 24 18:34:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lake Charleston

Message-ID: <a4f8d1430802241634t4d28bbaawc7d0ef29b9d146e4@mail.gmail.com>

Tim and I have been hibernating since late summer and have finally emerged

to start birding again (mostly because my foot is finally healed from an

injury last summer).  We were in the Charleston area today and decided to

take a look at Lake Charleston.  The lake was mostly frozen except for a

small open patch and the pool at the back of the levee by the river was

open. Highlights below:

White-winged scoter (~5); we got good looks at the birds out in the only

open area on the lake.

Scaup

Canvasback

Mallards

Canada Goose

Cackling Goose

Ring-billed Duck

Common Merganser

Common Goldeneye

1 Ruddy Duck

Ring-billed Gull

Bald Eagle

We spoke with another birder at the lake who said that there had been a lot

more open water on Saturday and many Greater-white fronted geese (none

present today).

I also tagged along with the U of I ornithology class yesterday to Clinton

Lake.  Highlights included common merganser, canvasback, common goldeneye,

scaup, pied-billed grebe, American coot, and a bald eagle.  We birded the

areas off the Parnell Bridge and at the Marina.  At Riverbend in Mahomet we

had greater-white fronted geese and cackling geese in with some Canada

Geese.

Good Birding,

Leslie and Tim

-------------- next part --------------
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From tkovacs at uiuc.edu  Sun Feb 24 19:03:41 2008

From: tkovacs at uiuc.edu (Thomas Kovacs)

Date: Sun Feb 24 19:03:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] bluebirds

Message-ID: <p06240802c3e7bf7ba0c9@[192.168.1.66]>

Saturday late afternoon my grandson and I spotted two bluebirds in 

the south part of the Meadowbrook forestry perched on a 15 foot high 

tree branch on the north side of the creek.  Shortly later they flew 

over to a 15 foot high branch of a larger tree above thick, thorny 

shrubs right by the trail that leads east toward Race street. The 

bright sun gave us an excellent view from all sides. They were close 

enough to be seen comfortably without binoculars. The view was 

accompanied by Cardinals singing in stereo.

Tom Kovacs

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Sun Feb 24 21:09:51 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Sun Feb 24 21:09:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] White-throated sparrow

Message-ID: <884867.83846.qm@web60114.mail.yahoo.com>

Had my first white-throated sparrow of the "spring" at the feeders today.

Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Feb 25 08:43:47 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Feb 25 08:56:06 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] White-throated sparrow

In-Reply-To: <884867.83846.qm@web60114.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90171@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Just had my first Spring White-Throated Sparrow THIS morning.  

Leaving the main Survey building Friday afternoon, I saw a flock of

about 20 Mourning Doves explode out of a tree right next to the

building.  The Cooper's Hawk, having blown his approach (spotted too

soon), landed in the tree a few seconds after the "mass exodus".

Another Cooper's flew low and straight right between Smith Music and the

Language building about 5:45 Saturday night.

Several Red Tail Hawk sightings (probably the same bird) around Weaver

Park on the weekend.

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Roger

Digges

Sent: Sunday, February 24, 2008 9:10 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] White-throated sparrow

Had my first white-throated sparrow of the "spring" at the feeders

today.

Roger Digges

________________________________

Looking for last minute shopping deals? Find them fast with Yahoo!

Search.

<http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=51734/*http:/tools.search.yahoo.com/newsearc

h/category.php?category=shopping> 
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From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Mon Feb 25 11:06:17 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Mon Feb 25 11:06:36 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <50003.54040.qm@web82605.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

My posting yesterday never showed up -  I reported that there were several Purple Finches at the feeders at Homer Lake.   They are still present today.
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From smithsje at egix.net  Mon Feb 25 11:40:07 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Mon Feb 25 12:14:28 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <200802251741.m1PHf9du021891@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

We've had a White-throated Sparrow at our feeders the entire winter.  Sometimes more than one.  We had one or two Fox Sparrows during Nov. and Dec.  Now, no Fox Sparrows, but a Song Sparrow.  

A Cooper's Hawk makes several visits each day, but rarely catches anything.  

Starlings have just recently discovered the suit feeders.  They drive Downys and Nuthaches away, but not Red-Bellys.  Our resident Red-headed Woodpecker is dominate over all other species except for the hawk, and is always present in the yard, but doesn't come to the feeders every day.  It even dominates Blue Jays and Grackles. 

We've had as many as 30 Tree Sparrows at one time along with a maximum of 33 Cardinals.

House Sparrows and Starlings are now our most abundant feeder bird.      

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-02-25

From threlkster at gmail.com  Wed Feb 27 08:37:31 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Wed Feb 27 09:05:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sapsucker

Message-ID: <30ec30250802270637h3126ebc9qc54eb47ae6f826e7@mail.gmail.com>

YB SAPSUCKER (male) just landed at our suet (8:30 a.m.).  First time I've

seen him in several days; he's beautiful in the bright sunlight.  Maybe he's

sticking around till winter is through with us.

This morning we've also had male-female pairs of DOWNY WOODPECKERS and

CARDINALS at the feeders, a male HOUSE FINCH, DARK-EYED JUNCOS, and four

MOURNING DOVES.

Like other posters, I think I've been starting to hear cardinals singing

around here.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri Feb 29 07:35:58 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri Feb 29 08:02:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Possible Bobcat sighting at Meadowbrook (also first


Woodcock)

Message-ID: <101030.54987.qm@web60111.mail.yahoo.com>

An active early morning at Meadowbrook Park.  The footing was treacherous in places, but the sights were well worth the walk.

While this is BIRDnotes, I'll lead with the sighting of what may have been a bobcat.  I saw this mammal bounding over the sidewalk at the southern part of the statuary walk U.  It seemed relatively short in length for the size of its body.  It had a patterned body (although the light was too dim to see the pattern clearly; it was approximately 5:30 a.m.), a large head with a face that seemed "squashed", and prominent tufted ears.  It paused after it had bounded into the woods south of the walk, and turned to face me, and I could see the face was wide and a hint of yellow eyes, although it was too dark to see the pupils.  I have only once seen a bobcat in the wild, but have observed them and photographed them at Wildlife Prairie Park.  I could have been fooled by the low light, but it certainly moved in a feline rather than canine fashion, and it was much larger than any domestic cat.  

As for the woodcock, I observed it in full flight just above me along the path through the south prairie.  I believe it had been flushed by a small group (pair) of coyotes I heard yipping (and later howling) in the vicinity.  The woodcock flew rapidly east and then south out of the park.  

Song sparrows have also been singing on the south end of the main prairie the last two mornings.

Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.
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From roper37 at gmail.com  Thu Feb 28 21:46:45 2008

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Fri Feb 29 12:04:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Montgomery County Habitat for Henslow's sparrow at


Cranfill IDNR preserve at risk

Message-ID: <9b7905150802281946o794e9e6l11a26276b69b84e@mail.gmail.com>

I hope that I am not too out of line by forwarding this to the group. I felt

that this was important and thought that someone on birdnotes might be able

to help this cause.

As for local birds, over the weekend we had at our feeders.....

goldfiches, house finches, carolina wren, cardinals, mourning doves,

white-throated sparrows, juncos, starlings, and crows.

Sarah Roper

Urbana

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: lizanne <lizanne.gray@gmail.com>

Date: Tue, Feb 26, 2008 at 4:29 PM

Subject: help needed! Montgomery County Habitat for Henslow's sparrow at

Cranfill IDNR preserve at risk

To: Central Illinois Birding <CILB@googlegroups.com>

Call for Assistance: Montgomery County Habitat at Threat / Henslow's

Sparrow

Please help protect Henslow's Sparrow and habitat for other birds in

Montgomery County. Photographs, field notes, and letters stating

sitings of Henslow's Sparrow and any other threatened or endangered

birds or other wildlife issues at the Cranfill Preserve, south

of Hillsboro, about an hour from Springfield, are urgently needed. The

Cranfill IDNR Preserve, along with a large portion of southern

Montgomery County are

part of a longwall mining permit currently under consideration by the

Illinois Office of Mines and Minerals. Longwall mining

removes the entire underground coal seam and the surface ground then

drops, or subsides, often four to five feet. This subsidence

impairs surface water drainage and can cause slow death of healthy

trees due to tilt and affects on ground layers and ground compaction.

The quality of surface

habitat for wildlife is at issue. Funds for a professional birder

survey at the Cranfill Preserve may be available. Please contact Joyce

Blumenshine,

309-688-0950 / joblumen@yahoo.com    Data is being complied for a

hearing the third week of March.

--~--~---------~--~----~------------~-------~--~----~

List the county in the subject line for sightings.

Sign your posts with first and last name.

To post to this group, send email to CILB@googlegroups.com

For more options, visit this group at http://groups.google.com/group/CILB

-~----------~----~----~----~------~----~------~--~---
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri Feb 29 13:26:37 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri Feb 29 14:15:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Possible Bobcat sighting at Meadowbrook (also first


Woodcock)

In-Reply-To: <101030.54987.qm@web60111.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <216137.90451.qm@web60121.mail.yahoo.com>

Bird,

  Thank you all for your responses to my report of a possible Bobcat sighting.  To answer a couple of questions raised:  Yes, the animal had a short, stubby tail, which extended vertically, which I neglected to mention in my original report.  No, I didn't examine the footprints closely.  From what I could see in the soft, slushy snow, the tracks did not appear to be "diamond" shaped like the coyote tracks which paralleled the sidewalk.  All I saw was that the track had a deep impression in the back and claws in the front.  I didn't think to measure the size of the tracks.  And, of course, my camera was at home.  I hope someone else does indeed see this animal to confirm what it was or wasn't.

  Roger Digges  

---------------------------------

Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Thu Feb 28 10:12:41 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Feb 29 20:30:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sapsucker

Message-ID: <30ec30250802280812t34e1d73fp9b5a89be2dcdf862@mail.gmail.com>

YB SAPSUCKER (male) at backyard suet again this morning, a little before

8:00.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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