From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Jan  1 00:22:59 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Jan  1 00:23:06 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] red 

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C00D@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I had a similar experience the last time I saw the turkeys...riding in

my wife's red Saturn coupe. Stopped to look at the turkeys. Turkeys'

reactions were the same as usual.

Bernie

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Buckmaster,

John D

Sent: Saturday, December 31, 2005 8:05 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] red 

Turkeys were on G Huff this afternoon, near Race. I was driving my

wife's car - red. No interaction different from the previous ones. Now I

don't know Bob, but clearly it must be he that attracted them! And like

him, I think they are neat. 

John 

John Buckmaster 

2014 Boudreau 

Urbana IL 61801 

217.621.9786 

limey@uiuc.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Jan  1 00:28:49 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Jan  1 00:28:56 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys and red vehicles

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C00E@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

To follow up on this line of thought...

We were walking back from a Meadowbrook walk today, passing through

turkey territory. Saw an old red pickup parked in a driveway. Made me

wonder if maybe the turkeys are used to finding feed by a large red

vehicle and just associate that with food, rather than someone feeding

them from a car??

Bernie

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Sloan,

Bernie

Sent: Sunday, January 01, 2006 12:23 AM

To: Buckmaster, John D; birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] red 

I had a similar experience the last time I saw the turkeys...riding in

my wife's red Saturn coupe. Stopped to look at the turkeys. Turkeys'

reactions were the same as usual.

Bernie

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Buckmaster,

John D

Sent: Saturday, December 31, 2005 8:05 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] red 

Turkeys were on G Huff this afternoon, near Race. I was driving my

wife's car - red. No interaction different from the previous ones. Now I

don't know Bob, but clearly it must be he that attracted them! And like

him, I think they are neat. 

John 

John Buckmaster 

2014 Boudreau 

Urbana IL 61801 

217.621.9786 

limey@uiuc.edu
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Jan  1 00:49:43 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Jan  1 00:49:49 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook New Years Eve

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C00F@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

About 11:30AM, December 31, 2005...

Crows, calling loudly and flying west to east rapidly along the Windsor

edge, first a group of three, then a group of four.

Small flock of goldfinches just east of Hickman Wildflower Walk.

Coyote kill remnants next to the Race Street sidewalk.

Small group of finches/sparrows in the creek bed brush near the

southwest pedestrian bridge.

Blue Jay calling in that same area.

Pheasant gliding by just east of the "Marker" statue.

Two pheasants gliding over southeast corner of park.

Crows actively mobbing something in Pomology to the east of Meadowbrook

(not sure if they were the same crows I'd seen at the beginning of the

walk).

Non-bird observation...we passed four or five groups of people as we

walked Meadowbrook...in only one group were people speaking

English...another reason (besides turkeys) why southeast Urbana is

interesting and diverse.

Bernie

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From Frank21 at insightbb.com  Sun Jan  1 01:47:47 2006

From: Frank21 at insightbb.com (Frank)

Date: Sun Jan  1 01:47:48 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys and red vehicles

References: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C00E@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <006001c60ea7$a94f9490$6801a8c0@BLACKDELL>

Maybe red tractors!

Frank

  ----- Original Message ----- 

  From: Sloan, Bernie 

  To: Buckmaster, John D ; birdnotes@prairienet.org 

  Sent: Sunday, January 01, 2006 12:28 AM

  Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys and red vehicles

  To follow up on this line of thought...

  We were walking back from a Meadowbrook walk today, passing through turkey territory. Saw an old red pickup parked in a driveway. Made me wonder if maybe the turkeys are used to finding feed by a large red vehicle and just associate that with food, rather than someone feeding them from a car??

  Bernie

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Sloan, Bernie

  Sent: Sunday, January 01, 2006 12:23 AM

  To: Buckmaster, John D; birdnotes@prairienet.org

  Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] red 

  I had a similar experience the last time I saw the turkeys...riding in my wife's red Saturn coupe. Stopped to look at the turkeys. Turkeys' reactions were the same as usual.

  Bernie

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Buckmaster, John D

  Sent: Saturday, December 31, 2005 8:05 PM

  To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

  Subject: [Birdnotes] red 

  Turkeys were on G Huff this afternoon, near Race. I was driving my wife's car - red. No interaction different from the previous ones. Now I don't know Bob, but clearly it must be he that attracted them! And like him, I think they are neat. 

  John 

  John Buckmaster 

  2014 Boudreau 

  Urbana IL 61801 

  217.621.9786 

  limey@uiuc.edu

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  _______________________________________________

  Birdnotes mailing list

  Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

  https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

-------------- next part --------------
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Jan  1 14:10:43 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Jan  1 14:10:47 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook New Years

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C012@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

A notable event...I made a brisk circuit of Meadowbrook at about 11AM

without seeing a single bird. I believe that's the first time that's

ever happened to me.

Bernie Sloan

Senior Information Systems Consultant

Consortium of Academic & Research Libraries in Illinois

616 E. Green Street, Suite 213

Champaign, IL  61820-5752

Phone: (217) 333-4895

Fax:   (217) 265-0454

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From bprice at pdnt.com  Sun Jan  1 14:49:09 2006

From: bprice at pdnt.com (Brock Price)

Date: Sun Jan  1 14:49:16 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] New Year's Day

Message-ID: <004901c60f14$d0a848d0$2ae0ddce@YOURCD7BB1D575>

Took an abbreviated drive through Lake Vermillion and Kennekuk area today.  Needed more time, but here is what we saw.

Am. Kestrel

Cardinal

Blue Jay

House Sparrow

House Finch

Am. Goldfinch

E. Bluebird ( 11 )

Canada Goose

Downy Woodpecker

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Red-headed Woodpecker

Norther Harrier

Red-tailed Hawk

Wht.-breasted Nuthatch

Ring-billed Gull

Starling 

Am. Crow

Tufted Titmouse

* Bald Eagle ( adult )

Junco

With more time - Kennekuk was promising.
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Jan  1 15:25:42 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Jan  1 15:25:48 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Questions for Kevin Johnson

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C014@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Question #1: Does Kevin have a research background in studying urban

turkeys? I'd be inclined to give more weight to what he says if he's

studied human/turkey interactions in an urban/suburban environment.

Bernie

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of charlene

anchor

Sent: Saturday, December 31, 2005 8:15 AM

To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Questions for Kevin Johnson

Birdnoters,

There are different feelings being expressed about the turkeys and so

different questions need to be asked besides mine. If anyone has

questions they want to know about except the few I raised, I would

appreciate it if you would send them to me so that I can make a list for

Kevin.  Thanks.

Now I am going to flush my obsessive mind of "turkey thoughts" until

next year sometime.

Happy New Year's.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Sun Jan  1 16:01:17 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Sun Jan  1 15:55:17 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Kennekuk & Lake Vermillion Boardwalk

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV4FEBE9FA755CDAB876A67C62A0@phx.gbl>

My husband and I took a ride to Kennekuk on Sat the 31st.  Some of the roads in the park were blocked off so riding was limited.   

Lake Mingo was 2/3 frozen.  CANADA GEESE were mostly standing along the frozen edges, a few in the water.  Ducks seen: MALLARDS, GADWALL and AMERICAN BLACK.

Drove down to the Cedar Hill Pond. Off the parking lot were JUNCOS, CARDINALS, WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH, CHICKADEES, TITMOUSE, RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER, DOWNY, PHEASANT and BLUE JAYS.  The Blue Jays were most interesting..at least 15. They were raucous and in some sort of feeding frenzy.  They were collecting oak nuts off the ground, sometimes 8 birds at a time with others flying around.  Some were eating but many appeared to be caching  One landed near the car, walked around, set the nut on the ground, picked up a leaf, covered the nut and took off.  Soon the leaf would be blown away and the nut would be on the ground with the 100's of others that were there!  We watched them for about 15 min from the car amazed at their activity.  Others seen in the park were: RED-TAILED HAWK (2, one very large and one smaller), CAROLINA WREN, BLUEBIRD, HOUSEFINCH, GOLDFINCH, RED-HEADED WOODPECKER.

At the boardwalk we encountered the raucous CANADA GEESE. A great number were in the water being quiet but there were so many that they kept taking off and circling around, some flying further north towards the Lake. A GREAT BLUE HERON lifted up -counted approx 40 old heron nests at their nesting area. The BALD EAGLE was perched on the north edge of the Lake.  (Did they nest there this year?)  Was hoping to see a companion but none showed up.

We probably saw at least 3-4000 CROWS!  At Lake Mingo they were in the trees around the lake.  Some were walking on the ice and drinking from small holes.  Another group was near the pavilion by the boat dock. Some were on the ground. Then they would jump straight up in the air facing each other while others kept swooping through the pavilion, all making lots of noise.  Crow play?  Driving to the boardwalk we saw a couple of bean fields filled with them - over 1000.  My husband needed (?) to locate the Bald Eagle on a map.  Se we ended up driving up and down the residential area on the northeast side of the lake.  Across the lake on the west side, the trees were black with crows calling.  They were deafening.  I wondered how it sounded in the houses.

Today, we walked around Lake of the Woods for awhile.  Nothing unusual but enjoyed seeing 3 BLUEBIRDS along the edge of the golf course and 7 more at Stidham Pond.

Charlene Anchor
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From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Sun Jan  1 17:26:03 2006

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Sun Jan  1 17:26:49 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Kennekuk Roads

Message-ID: <15c.5eae3a9d.30e9bf0b@aol.com>

The reason some of the roads in Kennekuk are closed is do to limited 

empolyees. During the winter months they do not have enough help to keep the roads 

plowed when it snows. So they close some of the roads.

Beginning Tuesday January 3, Kennekuk Park will close at 4:30 PM.

-------------- next part --------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sun Jan  1 18:03:51 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sun Jan  1 18:03:52 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys seeing RED!

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C00E@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601011801260.10590-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Just a wild thought.

Since male turkeys have large red wattles...

Maybe they think that they are chasing you out of there territory!

Any suggestions?

Jim :)

On Sun, 1 Jan 2006, Sloan, Bernie wrote:

> To follow up on this line of thought...

> 

>  

> 

> We were walking back from a Meadowbrook walk today, passing through

> turkey territory. Saw an old red pickup parked in a driveway. Made me

> wonder if maybe the turkeys are used to finding feed by a large red

> vehicle and just associate that with food, rather than someone feeding

> them from a car??

> 

>  

> 

> Bernie

> 

>  

> 

> ________________________________

> 

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Sloan,

> Bernie

> Sent: Sunday, January 01, 2006 12:23 AM

> To: Buckmaster, John D; birdnotes@prairienet.org

> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] red 

> 

>  

> 

> I had a similar experience the last time I saw the turkeys...riding in

> my wife's red Saturn coupe. Stopped to look at the turkeys. Turkeys'

> reactions were the same as usual.

> 

>  

> 

> Bernie

> 

>  

> 

> ________________________________

> 

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Buckmaster,

> John D

> Sent: Saturday, December 31, 2005 8:05 PM

> To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

> Subject: [Birdnotes] red 

> 

>  

> 

> Turkeys were on G Huff this afternoon, near Race. I was driving my

> wife's car - red. No interaction different from the previous ones. Now I

> don't know Bob, but clearly it must be he that attracted them! And like

> him, I think they are neat. 

> 

>  

> 

> John 

> 

>  

> 

> John Buckmaster 

> 

> 2014 Boudreau 

> 

> Urbana IL 61801 

> 

> 217.621.9786 

> 

> limey@uiuc.edu

> 

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Sun Jan  1 18:27:25 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Sun Jan  1 18:27:27 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Questions for Kevin Johnson

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C014@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <20060102002725.60815.qmail@web60122.mail.yahoo.com>

Question 2:

Can he tell if the hen is a wild bird or farm raised? 

Does that make any difference if the birds were to be

relocated?

Question 3: 

Does he know if there is suitable "unfilled" habitat

into which one could relocate them?  (I.e. If a

habitat is already nearing its carrying capacity of

turkeys, no sense in introducing four more.)  Can he

in any way quantify the hazards would they face in

that habitat from animal and human predators and how

that would affect their longevity and  reproductive

success versus leaving them where they are?

Question 4:

Does he know how stressful capture and relocation is

for these birds, and how that affects their longevity

and reproductive success versus leaving them where

they are?

One more question is more philosophical: When do we

have the "right" to interfere with the life of another

creature?  It would seem to me to be only when their

presence in a given situation poses a clear danger to

themselves, to the environment, or to human beings

(and, I suppose, a pet "owner", pets).  Otherwise,

wherever the animal came from, it should be left alone

Roger Digges

--- "Sloan, Bernie" <bernies@uillinois.edu> wrote:

> Question #1: Does Kevin have a research background

> in studying urban

> turkeys? I'd be inclined to give more weight to what

> he says if he's

> studied human/turkey interactions in an

> urban/suburban environment.

> 

>  

> 

> Bernie

> 

>  

> 

> ________________________________

> 

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On

> Behalf Of charlene

> anchor

> Sent: Saturday, December 31, 2005 8:15 AM

> To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Questions for Kevin Johnson

> 

>  

> 

> Birdnoters,

> 

>  

> 

> There are different feelings being expressed about

> the turkeys and so

> different questions need to be asked besides mine.

> If anyone has

> questions they want to know about except the few I

> raised, I would

> appreciate it if you would send them to me so that I

> can make a list for

> Kevin.  Thanks.

> 

>  

> 

> Now I am going to flush my obsessive mind of "turkey

> thoughts" until

> next year sometime.

> 

> Happy New Year's.

> 

>  

> 

> Charlene Anchor

> 

> > _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

__________________________________ 

Yahoo! for Good - Make a difference this year. 

http://brand.yahoo.com/cybergivingweek2005/

From jdunkel at hotmail.com  Sun Jan  1 21:41:21 2006

From: jdunkel at hotmail.com (John Dunkelberger)

Date: Sun Jan  1 21:41:24 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys

In-Reply-To: <20060102002725.60815.qmail@web60122.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <BAY103-F240B876033B88386E372ABB82D0@phx.gbl>

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060101/3d9bf2a6/attachment.htm

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Mon Jan  2 07:21:56 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Mon Jan  2 07:15:54 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV6E738D42B3C2D27CDF24EC62D0@phx.gbl>

John,

Sounds like a good idea.  IF relocation is recommended to be the best thing, IF this area would be suitable, IF someone could do the move, and IF a move would be agreed upon by those involved, it may provide a better solution for the turkeys' future.  Regardless, there would be no harm in asking.  What do others think?

Charlene

----- Original Message -----

From: John Dunkelberger

Sent: Sunday, January 01, 2006 9:41 PM

To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys

A friend has several hundred acres north of Mahomet that is primarily woods.  He has a flock of 25-30 turkeys living there, which hasn't seemed to increase over the past several years.  I could ask if he would mind 4 more being added in that area.

John

John Dunkelberger

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

-------------- next part --------------
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From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Mon Jan  2 10:41:08 2006

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Mon Jan  2 10:41:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] start of 2006 IL list

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20060102103847.04321ff0@mail.millikin.edu>

I spent about 3 hours birding in and around Homer Lake on New Years morning.

Highlights were

Red-shouldered Hawk

Kestrel

Red-breasted Nuthatch

White-breasted Nuthatch

Carolina Wren

many Flickers

many E Bluebirds

and a Screech Owl in Urbana.

Ray

Urbana

From limey at uiuc.edu  Mon Jan  2 11:20:06 2006

From: limey at uiuc.edu (John David Buckmaster)

Date: Mon Jan  2 11:20:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Message-ID: <fbcea82a125db90e6d0ac038fa98cfa6@uiuc.edu>

Everyone is aware, I assume, that except for sparrows, starlings and 

pigeons, all birds in Illinois are protected. That means, I assume, 

that they can not be captured, even temporarily, without process. And 

so I would suggest that before finding woods and getting advice (which 

undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert) the vital legal issue be 

researched first. If, as I suspect, one of us already knows the full 

details of such a business, it might be useful if they would share them 

with us.

John

John Buckmaster

2014 Boudreau

Urbana IL 61801

217.621.9786

limey@uiuc.edu
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Mon Jan  2 12:56:10 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Mon Jan  2 12:51:08 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Goshawk encounter

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV1448E8836E77953FD334CCC62D0@phx.gbl>

Took my New Year's day walk at Meadowbrook this A.M.   Walking west on the south border an immature GOSHAWK flew overhead (at least that's what I thought it was) to the Forestry and disappeared.

Returning to the parking lot I decided to check the cedars in the Forestry for owls.  As I was walking VERY slowly through the cedars I stopped and looked on the path.  Standing on the path sideways was the immature GOSHAWK, 60 feet from me (I paced it) watching me.  As with the Cooper's, we stood staring at each other. I decided to move slowly to my right behind a tree hoping to see it eat and it took off immediately.  It only flew about 5-6 ft above the ground between the trees till it disappeared - IMPRESSIVE!

I've never had such a view - close-up, standing, no limbs or branches to obstruct vision. It had the remains of some prey which it carried off.  It left behind a little fur, grayish at roots and coarser tan/black/white at tips, about 1 1/2" long....a squirrel? A nearby squirrel was making a fuss.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From CatheC at hkusa.com  Mon Jan  2 15:55:05 2006

From: CatheC at hkusa.com (Cathe Capel)

Date: Mon Jan  2 15:55:12 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-tailed hawk on I-72

Message-ID: <344267DC4D790B41BA09C521F0E8861567B271@exchange.hkusa.com>

Hi all,

I'm not sure who to contact, but I saw a red-tailed hawk trotting around

and standing in the median when I went into town just after noon and

then again in almost the same place when I came home around 3:30. Its

probably eating some tasty bit, but I didn't see any apparent corpses on

the ground. It did not seem injured, but I thought maybe, if it was

still there, someone might want to make sure its ok. It's in the median

on I-72 about 2 miles west of the interchange with I-57. It is west of

the last overpass before the interchange and the overhead sign for I-57.

Thanks,

Cathe Capel

Mahomet

-------------- next part --------------
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From cerb at uiuc.edu  Tue Jan  3 17:38:38 2006

From: cerb at uiuc.edu (christopher erb)

Date: Tue Jan  3 18:09:55 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook New Years

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C012@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <001e01c610be$d2776af0$c2b5ae80@ad.uiuc.edu>

Hi Birders

On a just-before-dusk walk this afternoon at the U of I Forestry I had a

BARRED OWL and three GREAT HORNED OWLS (a fourth GHO was probably a bird

doubling back after I spooked it the first time).  I first saw the Barred

Owl near the cedar grove and then watched it for several minutes in a tree

in the center square of the forestry area.  The first GHO was in the cedar

grove and the two (three?) others were in the tall evergreens on the East

side of Forestry.  

I was surprised to see (and hear, as it was calling loudly and repeatedly) a

RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER.  I didn't know they were here this time of year.

Also spooked a RED-TAILED HAWK from its evening roost in the far north grove

of evergreens.

Other species:  N. Cardinal, Am. Crow, White-throated Sparrow, N. Flicker.  

I looked long and hard for the Long-eared Owl, but to no avail.  Has anyone

seen it lately?  

Christopher T. Erb

Department of Community Health

Univ. of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

cerb@uiuc.edu

(217) 840-4970

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Sunday, January 01, 2006 2:11 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook New Years

A notable event...I made a brisk circuit of Meadowbrook at about 11AM

without seeing a single bird. I believe that's the first time that's

ever happened to me.

Bernie Sloan

Senior Information Systems Consultant

Consortium of Academic & Research Libraries in Illinois

616 E. Green Street, Suite 213

Champaign, IL  61820-5752

Phone: (217) 333-4895

Fax:   (217) 265-0454

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Jan  3 17:57:09 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Jan  3 18:35:25 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cardinal question

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C0AA@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I have a pair of cardinals (male and female) that are frequent visitors

to my suet feeder.

I don't recall seeing cardinals at suet feeders in the past. Is this

unusual?

Bernie Sloan

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Jan  3 19:42:58 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Jan  3 20:31:29 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hawkfest!!!

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C0BB@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Birders,

I was driving my son Zack to Indianapolis late this morning so he could

catch a flight back to school at the University of Utah.

We saw many hawks between Urbana and the Indiana state line just east of

Danville. At least two dozen (and probably many more) perched in trees

and on fence posts and signs along I-74. Two of them flew across I-74

right in front of us...one was low enough that I was glad I was driving

a Honda Accord rather than an SUV. Zack said we would have hit that one

if we'd been driving his car in Utah (a Toyota Land Cruiser).

The majority seemed to be red-tails, with a few rough-legged and

red-shouldered.

We were fascinated...good father-and-son birding experience!

And, on the way back from Indy, I once again saw the large wild turkey

flock to the north of I-74 in the Wabash River floodplain that I had

seen before!

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Jan  3 21:48:14 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Jan  3 22:38:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C0CC@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I very much agree with John Buckmaster's position.

I especially agree that advice on how to handle the turkeys "undoubtedly

will vary from expert to expert". That's why I questioned Kevin

Johnson's urban turkey credentials in response to Charlene Anchor's

posting about asking Kevin for his advice...

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Buckmaster,

John D

Sent: Monday, January 02, 2006 11:20 AM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Everyone is aware, I assume, that except for sparrows, starlings and

pigeons, all birds in Illinois are protected. That means, I assume, that

they can not be captured, even temporarily, without process. And so I

would suggest that before finding woods and getting advice (which

undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert) the vital legal issue be

researched first. If, as I suspect, one of us already knows the full

details of such a business, it might be useful if they would share them

with us. 

John 

John Buckmaster 

2014 Boudreau 

Urbana IL 61801 

217.621.9786 

limey@uiuc.edu
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Jan  3 21:59:15 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Jan  3 22:47:57 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C0CD@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Birders,

John Dunkelberger is a fellow librarian and a great fellow birding

supporter, and I thank him for his offer!!

But we first need to determine whether the turkeys pose a problem before

we talk about relocating them.

I am not aware that the small Urbana turkey flock has been a problem

yet...and I live in "turkey territory" in southeast Urbana...

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of John

Dunkelberger

Sent: Sunday, January 01, 2006 9:41 PM

To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys

A friend has several hundred acres north of Mahomet that is primarily

woods.  He has a flock of 25-30 turkeys living there, which hasn't

seemed to increase over the past several years.  I could ask if he would

mind 4 more being added in that area.

John

John Dunkelberger

-------------- next part --------------
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From CatheC at hkusa.com  Wed Jan  4 07:40:09 2006

From: CatheC at hkusa.com (Cathe Capel)

Date: Wed Jan  4 08:40:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: Raptor question

Message-ID: <344267DC4D790B41BA09C521F0E8861567B296@exchange.hkusa.com>

I posted on Monday about the red-tailed hawk in the median on I-72 west

of Champaign. I contacted a friend who is a falconer, and he sent the

following message:

"If the hawk was injured, the best thing would have been to get the bird

to the U of I wildlife clinic. But I agree...it isn't an easy thing to

do. If the situation should arise again I would be willing to help. I

don't think Animal Control or anyone else would do anything. I am

guessing that the bird was fine...there are a LOT of red-tails around

this time of year (maybe it's just me but it seems like there are more

than usual), and they routinely hunt the medians. Unfortunately, a lot

of them get killed this time of year also. When they are hunting, they

tend to get "tunnel vision," and many birds get hit when crossing

traffic into the median from a pole on the other side of the road. As

for this bird's behavior, once the birds are on the ground, they will

sometimes continue to pursue prey...walking around as you suggested.

Sounds like it was hunting voles or mice...the birds are funny to watch

when they do this...they really look awkward. To do this for several

hours does sound a bit strange though. However, I once watched a hawk

hunting grasshoppers on the ground for close to an hour. My first

instinct would also have been to look for a carcass...especially when a

hawk is on the ground for that length of time. But my guess is that it

was just hunting small rodents from the ground.

Thanks,

Cathe

-------------- next part --------------
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Jan  4 09:20:27 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Jan  4 10:10:57 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV12EC9726F42F3D0417269DC62F0@phx.gbl>

Birdnoters, Bernie, John,

I TRULY don't understand why there appears to be a resistance to talking to someone who may have more knowledge about the turkeys than we do. Maybe I've mis-communicated my intentions?  I have thought all along that it would be a good idea to learn more about a species that is near us in town that we don't usually get to see, and ask some questions about them and their possible well being in regards to where they are at.  Besides, learning more about any species helps us to appreciate them more.  I had hoped someone in Urbana would be equally curious and take the lead.  Since it didn't happen, and since it was suggested that if I was the concerned party I should be the one to do it....that's what I'm doing.  What happens to the turkeys depends on the folks in Urbnana and how they respond to further information, as well as the turkeys' future behavior (they could get hit by a car, eat something poisonous, etc. etc.).   I can't fathom what is disturbing about learning more about something we know little about Following this line of thought, we would learn little about anything!

As far as only considering what an "urban" turkey expert may tell us instead of just a regular turkey expert.....since urban turkeys appear to be a recent phenomena due to turkeys' recent successful increase in population, there may be no Urban Specialist to talk to!  I agree that it would be better if there were, but it may not be possible.  In that case do we just reject any or all studies and knowledge learned about turkeys by other ornithologists because they aren't "urban experts?"   

It is not my "mission," for lack of better words, to take away the turkeys or create an impression that I know more than anyone else (I probably know less).  Due to my lack of knowledge, I wish to learn more; because of my interest in birds as well as their relationship with us humans, I want to learn more.  I haven't contacted Kevin yet about a meeting time but I will shortly.  I haven't as yet sat down and gone through the old emails to glean out any questions.  I don't want to burden Kevin with lots of questions.  I would hope to present the necessary questions beneficial for our learning and hopefully he could add more of his own comments.  This is taking me a little time, because believe it or not, I do have a few other things to do....I can think about hawks, bluejays, cardinals...only kidding!  When I get the questions together I'll post them on Birdnotes so they can be seen first.

I do have my own ideas about the possible outcome for the turkeys and I hope I'm proved wrong.  I tend to be more on the pessimistic side.  I guess that accounts for some of my anxiety regarding birds, the environment, etc. etc.  I do believe that not doing something can be just as bad as doing the wrong thing.  But I do think, at least, situations can be learned from and looked into without causing harm.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2006 10:38 PM

To: Buckmaster, John D; birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

I very much agree with John Buckmaster?s position.

I especially agree that advice on how to handle the turkeys ?undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert?. That?s why I questioned Kevin Johnson?s urban turkey credentials in response to Charlene Anchor?s posting about asking Kevin for his advice...

Bernie Sloan

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Buckmaster, John D

Sent: Monday, January 02, 2006 11:20 AM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Everyone is aware, I assume, that except for sparrows, starlings and pigeons, all birds in Illinois are protected. That means, I assume, that they can not be captured, even temporarily, without process. And so I would suggest that before finding woods and getting advice (which undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert) the vital legal issue be researched first. If, as I suspect, one of us already knows the full details of such a business, it might be useful if they would share them with us.  

John  

John Buckmaster  

2014 Boudreau  

Urbana IL 61801  

217.621.9786  

limey@uiuc.edu

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Jan  4 09:46:51 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Jan  4 10:27:55 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV7588F08BB1E6739DEBB15C62F0@phx.gbl>

Birders, Bernie and John,

I agree with Bernie that the turkeys are not creating a problem at this time.  But there are things to consider in the future since nothing stays the same.

At present people are in their houses for the most part....it's winter, or it's supposed to be! We are not out cutting grass, working in flower gardens, pulling weeds, having barbecues, taking walks, riding bikes.  Most kids aren't out playing and screaming and everything else they do.  What happens to the turkeys' stress levels when all that changes and their habitat, as they are now viewing it, becomes different and crowded?  Along this same time, if there are males, their hormone levels will change, their behavior will change and they will be seeking out territories.  If they can manage to stay in town they will tear up the grass ground feeding, defecate, become noisy.  What will people think of them then?

Another thing to consider - we are a select group of nature lovers on this list.  Is everyone in Urbana a nature lover?  Will they be willing to turn over areas of their prized gardens or yards to the turkeys?  When the turkeys start gobbling before dawn will they patiently listen?  Or will they think their yards are their yards and the turkeys have no right to be there?  What will they do?  Throw something at the turkeys, chase them away in other ways?  How will this affect the turkeys' stress levels?  What will be their response to such human behavior?  Maybe they will leave town and go elsewhere and there will be nothing more to talk about. :-)  If this was a situation where the turkeys are occasionally passing through and visiting, it would be a whole other matter.  But from what everyone is describing, it sounds like they are staying in town and not leaving - so far that is.

We can wait and see what happens, and in the end, that may be what happens.  I'm just asking questions, suggesting we look at it from the turkeys' point of view, which requires that we learn more about them.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2006 10:48 PM

To: John Dunkelberger; Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] turkeys

Birders,

John Dunkelberger is a fellow librarian and a great fellow birding supporter, and I thank him for his offer!!

But we first need to determine whether the turkeys pose a problem before we talk about relocating them.

I am not aware that the small Urbana turkey flock has been a problem yet..and I live in ?turkey territory? in southeast Urbana...

Bernie Sloan

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of John Dunkelberger

Sent: Sunday, January 01, 2006 9:41 PM

To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys

A friend has several hundred acres north of Mahomet that is primarily woods.  He has a flock of 25-30 turkeys living there, which hasn't seemed to increase over the past several years.  I could ask if he would mind 4 more being added in that area.

John

John Dunkelberger

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org
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From limey at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan  4 10:12:26 2006

From: limey at uiuc.edu (John David Buckmaster)

Date: Wed Jan  4 10:58:44 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

In-Reply-To: <BAY102-DAV12EC9726F42F3D0417269DC62F0@phx.gbl>

References: <BAY102-DAV12EC9726F42F3D0417269DC62F0@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <20c8ab752f300e2302baa502be718f8a@uiuc.edu>

Charlene, you will recall that in a private email I implicitly 

encouraged you to pursue your concerns, and not leave it to us folks 

over here. Go ahead! But I, and I suspect Bernie, reserve the right to 

look carefully at any suggestions that might arise for clues that they 

are well founded.

John

On Jan 4, 2006, at 9:20 AM, charlene anchor wrote:

> Birdnoters, Bernie, John,

> ?

> I?TRULY don't understand why there appears to be a resistance to 

> talking to someone who may have more knowledge about the turkeys than 

> we do. Maybe I've mis-communicated my intentions?? I have thought all 

> along that it would be a good idea to learn more about a species that 

> is near us in town that we don't usually get to see, and ask some 

> questions about?them and?their possible?well being in regards to where 

> they are at.? Besides, learning more about any species helps us to 

> appreciate them more.? I had hoped someone in Urbana would be equally 

> curious and take the lead.? Since it didn't happen, and since it was 

> suggested that if I was the concerned party I should be the one to do 

> it....that's what I'm doing.? What happens to the turkeys depends on 

> the folks in Urbnana and how they respond to further information, as 

> well as the turkeys' future behavior (they could?get hit by a car, eat 

> something poisonous, etc. etc.).? ?I can't fathom what is disturbing 

> about learning more about something we know little about. Following 

> this line of thought, we would learn little about anything!

> ?

> As far as only considering what an "urban" turkey expert may tell us 

> instead of just a regular turkey expert.....since urban turkeys appear 

> to be a recent phenomena due to turkeys' recent successful increase in 

> population, there may be no Urban Specialist to talk to!? I agree that 

> it would be better if there were, but it may not be possible.? In that 

> case do we just reject any or all studies and knowledge learned about 

> turkeys by other ornithologists because they aren't "urban experts?"?

> ?

> It is not my "mission," for lack of better words, to take away the 

> turkeys or?create an impression that I know more than anyone else (I 

> probably know less).? Due to my lack of knowledge, I wish to learn 

> more; because of my interest in birds as well as their relationship 

> with us humans,?I want to learn more.? I haven't contacted Kevin yet 

> about a meeting time but I will shortly.? I haven't as yet sat down 

> and gone through the old emails to glean out any questions.? I don't 

> want to burden Kevin with lots of questions.? I would hope to present 

> the?necessary questions?beneficial for our learning and hopefully he 

> could add more of his own comments.? This is taking me a little time, 

> because believe it or not, I do have a few other things to do....I can 

> think about hawks, bluejays, cardinals...only kidding!? When I get the 

> questions together I'll post them on Birdnotes so they can be seen 

> first.

> ?

> I do have my own ideas about the possible outcome for the turkeys and 

> I hope I'm proved wrong.? I tend to be more on the pessimistic side.? 

> I guess that accounts for some of my anxiety regarding birds, the 

> environment, etc. etc.? I do believe that not doing something can be 

> just as bad as doing the wrong thing.? But I do think, at least, 

> situations can be learned from and looked into without causing harm.

> ?

> Charlene Anchor

> ?

>> ----- Original Message -----

>> From: Sloan, Bernie

>> Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2006 10:38 PM

>> To: Buckmaster, John D; birdnotes@prairienet.org

>> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

>> ?

>>

>> I very much agree with John Buckmaster?s position.

>> ?

>> I especially agree that advice on how to handle the turkeys 

>> ?undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert?. That?s why I 

>> questioned Kevin Johnson?s urban turkey credentials in response to 

>> Charlene Anchor?s posting about asking Kevin for his advice...

>> ?

>> Bernie Sloan

>> ?

>>

>> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org 

>> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of 

>> Buckmaster, John D

>> Sent: Monday, January 02, 2006 11:20 AM

>> To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

>> Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

>> ?

>> Everyone is aware, I assume, that except for sparrows, starlings and 

>> pigeons, all birds in Illinois are protected. That means, I assume, 

>> that they can not be captured, even temporarily, without process. And 

>> so I would suggest that before finding woods and getting advice 

>> (which undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert) the vital legal 

>> issue be researched first. If, as I suspect, one of us already knows 

>> the full details of such a business, it might be useful if they would 

>> share them with us.

>> ?

>> John

>>

>> ?

>> John Buckmaster

>> 2014 Boudreau

>> Urbana IL 61801

>> 217.621.9786

>> limey@uiuc.edu

>> _______________________________________________

>> Birdnotes mailing list

>> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>>

John Buckmaster

2014 Boudreau

Urbana IL 61801

217.621.9786

limey@uiuc.edu
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Wed Jan  4 10:15:42 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Wed Jan  4 11:03:35 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90718A28D@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>


I really don't think it's worth worrying about the

Turkeys...they may or may not be a problem in the future.  We can worry

about that at the time...I plan to just watch and enjoy them!  (Ok...I

might let them drive my truck if they ask...maybe that's what they

wanted?)


If I "had my druthers", I'd wish they'd move north to Busey

Woods, and then spread over to Trelease and Brownfield Woods.  Surely

they were native to the "Big Grove" area originally?  Turkeys and Oak

woods should go together...


Bob  :-)
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan  4 10:16:58 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan  4 11:04:51 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey sighting

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C0F4@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

The turkeys just left my back yard on Colorado Ave in Urbana, headed

south.

Now I can finally add them to my yard list!! (I've seen them on my block

before, but never in my yard).

Bernie Sloan

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Jan  4 10:28:46 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Jan  4 11:09:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV309640A4AC53870A5C711C62F0@phx.gbl>

John,

That is exactly what I would expect you and Bernie to do. There are also others on this list who have equal ability to consider the answers because of their interest and many years experience with birds.  I will have no input as to what happens as a result of what is learned....I live in Champaign and legally can't do a thing about it. But at least we will all know more about the turkeys!

Charlene

----- Original Message -----

From: John David Buckmaster

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 10:12 AM

To: charlene anchor

Cc: Sloan, Bernie; birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Charlene, you will recall that in a private email I implicitly  

encouraged you to pursue your concerns, and not leave it to us folks  

over here. Go ahead! But I, and I suspect Bernie, reserve the right to  

look carefully at any suggestions that might arise for clues that they  

are well founded.

John

On Jan 4, 2006, at 9:20 AM, charlene anchor wrote:

> Birdnoters, Bernie, John,

>   

> I TRULY don't understand why there appears to be a resistance to  

> talking to someone who may have more knowledge about the turkeys than  

> we do. Maybe I've mis-communicated my intentions?  I have thought all  

> along that it would be a good idea to learn more about a species that  

> is near us in town that we don't usually get to see, and ask some  

> questions about them and their possible well being in regards to where  

> they are at.  Besides, learning more about any species helps us to  

> appreciate them more.  I had hoped someone in Urbana would be equally  

> curious and take the lead.  Since it didn't happen, and since it was  

> suggested that if I was the concerned party I should be the one to do  

> it....that's what I'm doing.  What happens to the turkeys depends on  

> the folks in Urbnana and how they respond to further information, as  

> well as the turkeys' future behavior (they could get hit by a car, eat  

> something poisonous, etc. etc.).   I can't fathom what is disturbing  

> about learning more about something we know little about. Following  

> this line of thought, we would learn little about anything!

>   

> As far as only considering what an "urban" turkey expert may tell us  

> instead of just a regular turkey expert.....since urban turkeys appear  

> to be a recent phenomena due to turkeys' recent successful increase in  

> population, there may be no Urban Specialist to talk to!  I agree that  

> it would be better if there were, but it may not be possible.  In that  

> case do we just reject any or all studies and knowledge learned about  

> turkeys by other ornithologists because they aren't "urban experts?"  

>   

> It is not my "mission," for lack of better words, to take away the  

> turkeys or create an impression that I know more than anyone else (I  

> probably know less).  Due to my lack of knowledge, I wish to learn  

> more; because of my interest in birds as well as their relationship  

> with us humans, I want to learn more.  I haven't contacted Kevin yet  

> about a meeting time but I will shortly.  I haven't as yet sat down  

> and gone through the old emails to glean out any questions.  I don't  

> want to burden Kevin with lots of questions.  I would hope to present  

> the necessary questions beneficial for our learning and hopefully he  

> could add more of his own comments.  This is taking me a little time,  

> because believe it or not, I do have a few other things to do....I can  

> think about hawks, bluejays, cardinals...only kidding!  When I get the  

> questions together I'll post them on Birdnotes so they can be seen  

> first.

>   

> I do have my own ideas about the possible outcome for the turkeys and  

> I hope I'm proved wrong.  I tend to be more on the pessimistic side.   

> I guess that accounts for some of my anxiety regarding birds, the  

> environment, etc. etc.  I do believe that not doing something can be  

> just as bad as doing the wrong thing.  But I do think, at least,  

> situations can be learned from and looked into without causing harm.

>   

> Charlene Anchor

>   

>> ----- Original Message -----

>> From: Sloan, Bernie

>> Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2006 10:38 PM

>> To: Buckmaster, John D; birdnotes@prairienet.org

>> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

>>   

>>

>> I very much agree with John Buckmaster?s position.

>>   

>> I especially agree that advice on how to handle the turkeys  

>> ?undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert?. That?s why I  

>> questioned Kevin Johnson?s urban turkey credentials in response to  

>> Charlene Anchor?s posting about asking Kevin for his advice...

>>   

>> Bernie Sloan

>>   

>>

>> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org  

>> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of  

>> Buckmaster, John D

>> Sent: Monday, January 02, 2006 11:20 AM

>> To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

>> Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

>>   

>> Everyone is aware, I assume, that except for sparrows, starlings and  

>> pigeons, all birds in Illinois are protected. That means, I assume,  

>> that they can not be captured, even temporarily, without process. And  

>> so I would suggest that before finding woods and getting advice  

>> (which undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert) the vital legal  

>> issue be researched first. If, as I suspect, one of us already knows  

>> the full details of such a business, it might be useful if they would  

>> share them with us.

>>   

>> John

>>

>>   

>> John Buckmaster

>> 2014 Boudreau

>> Urbana IL 61801

>> 217.621.9786

>> limey@uiuc.edu

>> _______________________________________________

>> Birdnotes mailing list

>> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>>

John Buckmaster

2014 Boudreau

Urbana IL 61801

217.621.9786

limey@uiuc.edu
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan  4 10:31:22 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan  4 11:17:35 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C0FF@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

FYI...just in case it might have sounded harsh to some, I didn't mean to

imply I was questioning Kevin's credentials...I meant that we should ask

about his research background when it comes to studying urban turkeys.

Bernie

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Sloan,

Bernie

Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2006 9:48 PM

To: Buckmaster, John D; birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

I very much agree with John Buckmaster's position.

I especially agree that advice on how to handle the turkeys "undoubtedly

will vary from expert to expert". That's why I questioned Kevin

Johnson's urban turkey credentials in response to Charlene Anchor's

posting about asking Kevin for his advice...

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Buckmaster,

John D

Sent: Monday, January 02, 2006 11:20 AM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Everyone is aware, I assume, that except for sparrows, starlings and

pigeons, all birds in Illinois are protected. That means, I assume, that

they can not be captured, even temporarily, without process. And so I

would suggest that before finding woods and getting advice (which

undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert) the vital legal issue be

researched first. If, as I suspect, one of us already knows the full

details of such a business, it might be useful if they would share them

with us. 

John 

John Buckmaster 

2014 Boudreau 

Urbana IL 61801 

217.621.9786 

limey@uiuc.edu
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Wed Jan  4 13:35:02 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Wed Jan  4 14:40:17 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Geese

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90718A28E@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

A flock of about 2 dozen Geese flew over the Survey right at noon...I

really didn't pay too much attention to the Canada Geese/Cackling Geese

discussion a few months back, but 3 of these geese were MUCH smaller

than the others...Cackling Geese?

Bob  :-)
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From denstrom at inhs.uiuc.edu  Wed Jan  4 13:57:45 2006

From: denstrom at inhs.uiuc.edu (David Enstrom)

Date: Wed Jan  4 15:07:58 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <p06230904bfe1d8d4dd86@[128.174.173.115]>

Busey woods 1/4:

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Winter Wren

2 Snow Geese (In a flock of Canadas overhead)

and two Red foxes in the SW fill area.

Dave E.

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan  4 14:20:39 2006

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Wed Jan  4 15:41:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

Message-ID: <247a0f2d.7581f532.90fc000@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

All,

 I join the votes in favor of letting the turkeys take their chances where they 

are. They did come by my yard the day after Christmas to be added to my 

yard list. I think that by now they have developed "town " smarts, but not 

wild smarts. Someone to consult would be Patrick Hubert at the Natural 

History Survey,333-9073 or home  896-3025. He gave a program on wild 

turkeys to Audubon last year.

Beth

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

From limey at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan  4 16:24:25 2006

From: limey at uiuc.edu (John David Buckmaster)

Date: Wed Jan  4 17:49:38 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] not Patrick's number

In-Reply-To: <247a0f2d.7581f532.90fc000@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <247a0f2d.7581f532.90fc000@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <42a7f07cf0afcf4457e4ca590bf83288@uiuc.edu>

That's not Patrick's office number. Don't call it!  I hate to think of 

the guy whose number it is having everyone call. I am trying to call 

Patrick at his correct number.

John

On Jan 4, 2006, at 2:20 PM, John & Beth Chato wrote:

> All,

>  I join the votes in favor of letting the turkeys take their chances 

> where they

> are. They did come by my yard the day after Christmas to be added to my

> yard list. I think that by now they have developed "town " smarts, but 

> not

> wild smarts. Someone to consult would be Patrick Hubert at the Natural

> History Survey,333-9073 or home  896-3025. He gave a program on wild

> turkeys to Audubon last year.

>

> Beth

> John C. Chato

> 714 W. Vermont Ave.

> Urbana, IL 61801

> 217-344-6803

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>

John Buckmaster

2014 Boudreau

Urbana IL 61801

217.621.9786

limey@uiuc.edu
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From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Wed Jan  4 20:39:09 2006

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Wed Jan  4 21:27:37 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Kickapoo birds

Message-ID: <26e.39eae99.30ede0cd@aol.com>

     Today I again went out to Kickapoo. Lots of birds out there in just one 

location. I cannot begin to say how many Robins I say, There was lots of them. 

also saw a flock of 35-40 Cedar Waxwings, I have never seen a flock like that 

that before. I also saw several different woodpeckers including the Downy, 

Hairy, And a Pileated. But, no Redheads. Also saw White-Breasted Nuthatch, and 

some Northern Flickers. But, the Robins, I could not believe how many there 

were.

     Has anyone seen the sun lately?
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan  4 20:44:41 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Wed Jan  4 21:31:18 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20060104204054.01c33038@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

As was pointed out in an earlier Birdnotes post, turkey expert Patrick 

Hubert is no longer at the Survey--he has taken a job in Ontario.  So don't 

try to call him, it won't work.  That is the reason the other person who is 

supposed to be a turkey expert was mentioned.  Meanwhile, just watching 

developments with the birds is the only thing we can do.



--H.Parker

From smithsje at egix.net  Wed Jan  4 21:19:20 2006

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed Jan  4 21:55:52 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <200601050300.k0530s66001950@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Patrick Hubert has moved to Ontario to a different job.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2006-01-04

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Jan  4 21:20:18 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Jan  4 21:56:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] not Patrick's number

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV84B9A57E20AF71CE550E4C62E0@phx.gbl>

John,

I hope if you reach Patrick successfully that you will all let us know what you learn.  It seems from the responses that are being sent, that my inquiry is not necessary.  If that is the case, the word "turkey" will no longer pass my lips. Well, I may walk around muttering it quietly :-)

Charlene

----- Original Message -----

From: John David Buckmaster

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 5:49 PM

To: jbchato@uiuc.edu

Cc: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] not Patrick's number

That's not Patrick's office number. Don't call it!  I hate to think of

the guy whose number it is having everyone call. I am trying to call

Patrick at his correct number.

John

On Jan 4, 2006, at 2:20 PM, John & Beth Chato wrote:

<excerpt>All,

I join the votes in favor of letting the turkeys take their chances

where they  

are. They did come by my yard the day after Christmas to be added to

my  

yard list. I think that by now they have developed "town " smarts, but

not  

wild smarts. Someone to consult would be Patrick Hubert at the Natural  

History Survey,333-9073 or home  896-3025. He gave a program on wild  

turkeys to Audubon last year.

Beth

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

</excerpt><smaller><smaller>John Buckmaster

2014 Boudreau

Urbana IL 61801

217.621.9786

limey@uiuc.edu</smaller></smaller>

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan  4 21:31:37 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan  4 22:06:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C193@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I certainly am not resisting hearing what a wild turkey expert might

have to say. But at the same time I am involved enough in the research

process as a PhD student to know that no one has a corner on the right

answers in any discipline. I am just saying that any pronouncements by

experts need to be taken with a grain of salt.

________________________________

From: charlene anchor [mailto:charleneanchor@msn.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 9:20 AM

To: Sloan, Bernie; Buckmaster, John D; birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Birdnoters, Bernie, John,

I TRULY don't understand why there appears to be a resistance to talking

to someone who may have more knowledge about the turkeys than we do.

Maybe I've mis-communicated my intentions?  I have thought all along

that it would be a good idea to learn more about a species that is near

us in town that we don't usually get to see, and ask some questions

about them and their possible well being in regards to where they are

at.  Besides, learning more about any species helps us to appreciate

them more.  I had hoped someone in Urbana would be equally curious and

take the lead.  Since it didn't happen, and since it was suggested that

if I was the concerned party I should be the one to do it....that's what

I'm doing.  What happens to the turkeys depends on the folks in Urbnana

and how they respond to further information, as well as the turkeys'

future behavior (they could get hit by a car, eat something poisonous,

etc. etc.).   I can't fathom what is disturbing about learning more

about something we know little about. Following this line of thought, we

would learn little about anything!

As far as only considering what an "urban" turkey expert may tell us

instead of just a regular turkey expert.....since urban turkeys appear

to be a recent phenomena due to turkeys' recent successful increase in

population, there may be no Urban Specialist to talk to!  I agree that

it would be better if there were, but it may not be possible.  In that

case do we just reject any or all studies and knowledge learned about

turkeys by other ornithologists because they aren't "urban experts?"  

It is not my "mission," for lack of better words, to take away the

turkeys or create an impression that I know more than anyone else (I

probably know less).  Due to my lack of knowledge, I wish to learn more;

because of my interest in birds as well as their relationship with us

humans, I want to learn more.  I haven't contacted Kevin yet about a

meeting time but I will shortly.  I haven't as yet sat down and gone

through the old emails to glean out any questions.  I don't want to

burden Kevin with lots of questions.  I would hope to present the

necessary questions beneficial for our learning and hopefully he could

add more of his own comments.  This is taking me a little time, because

believe it or not, I do have a few other things to do....I can think

about hawks, bluejays, cardinals...only kidding!  When I get the

questions together I'll post them on Birdnotes so they can be seen

first.

I do have my own ideas about the possible outcome for the turkeys and I

hope I'm proved wrong.  I tend to be more on the pessimistic side.  I

guess that accounts for some of my anxiety regarding birds, the

environment, etc. etc.  I do believe that not doing something can be

just as bad as doing the wrong thing.  But I do think, at least,

situations can be learned from and looked into without causing harm.

Charlene Anchor


----- Original Message -----


From: Sloan, Bernie


Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2006 10:38 PM


To: Buckmaster, John D; birdnotes@prairienet.org


Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys


I very much agree with John Buckmaster's position.


I especially agree that advice on how to handle the turkeys

"undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert". That's why I questioned

Kevin Johnson's urban turkey credentials in response to Charlene

Anchor's posting about asking Kevin for his advice...


Bernie Sloan

________________________________


From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Buckmaster,

John D


Sent: Monday, January 02, 2006 11:20 AM


To: birdnotes@prairienet.org


Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys


Everyone is aware, I assume, that except for sparrows, starlings

and pigeons, all birds in Illinois are protected. That means, I assume,

that they can not be captured, even temporarily, without process. And so

I would suggest that before finding woods and getting advice (which

undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert) the vital legal issue be

researched first. If, as I suspect, one of us already knows the full

details of such a business, it might be useful if they would share them

with us. 


John 


John Buckmaster 


2014 Boudreau 


Urbana IL 61801 


217.621.9786 


limey@uiuc.edu


_______________________________________________


Birdnotes mailing list


Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan  4 21:34:10 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan  4 22:07:24 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C194@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

The turkeys have been in Urbana for more than this winter. I believe

turkeys have had a presence in Urbana since 2004.

________________________________

From: charlene anchor [mailto:charleneanchor@msn.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 9:47 AM

To: Sloan, Bernie; John Dunkelberger; Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] turkeys

Birders, Bernie and John,

I agree with Bernie that the turkeys are not creating a problem at this

time.  But there are things to consider in the future since nothing

stays the same.

At present people are in their houses for the most part....it's winter,

or it's supposed to be! We are not out cutting grass, working in flower

gardens, pulling weeds, having barbecues, taking walks, riding bikes.

Most kids aren't out playing and screaming and everything else they do.

What happens to the turkeys' stress levels when all that changes and

their habitat, as they are now viewing it, becomes different and

crowded?  Along this same time, if there are males, their hormone levels

will change, their behavior will change and they will be seeking out

territories.  If they can manage to stay in town they will tear up the

grass ground feeding, defecate, become noisy.  What will people think of

them then?

Another thing to consider - we are a select group of nature lovers on

this list.  Is everyone in Urbana a nature lover?  Will they be willing

to turn over areas of their prized gardens or yards to the turkeys?

When the turkeys start gobbling before dawn will they patiently listen?

Or will they think their yards are their yards and the turkeys have no

right to be there?  What will they do?  Throw something at the turkeys,

chase them away in other ways?  How will this affect the turkeys' stress

levels?  What will be their response to such human behavior?  Maybe they

will leave town and go elsewhere and there will be nothing more to talk

about. :-)  If this was a situation where the turkeys are occasionally

passing through and visiting, it would be a whole other matter.  But

from what everyone is describing, it sounds like they are staying in

town and not leaving - so far that is.

We can wait and see what happens, and in the end, that may be what

happens.  I'm just asking questions, suggesting we look at it from the

turkeys' point of view, which requires that we learn more about them.

Charlene Anchor


----- Original Message -----


From: Sloan, Bernie


Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2006 10:48 PM


To: John Dunkelberger; Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] turkeys


Birders,


John Dunkelberger is a fellow librarian and a great fellow

birding supporter, and I thank him for his offer!!


But we first need to determine whether the turkeys pose a

problem before we talk about relocating them.


I am not aware that the small Urbana turkey flock has been a

problem yet...and I live in "turkey territory" in southeast Urbana...


Bernie Sloan

________________________________


From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of John

Dunkelberger


Sent: Sunday, January 01, 2006 9:41 PM


To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys


A friend has several hundred acres north of Mahomet that is

primarily woods.  He has a flock of 25-30 turkeys living there, which

hasn't seemed to increase over the past several years  I could ask if he

would mind 4 more being added in that area.


John


John Dunkelberger


_______________________________________________


Birdnotes mailing list


Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


https://mail.prairienetorg/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan  4 21:43:27 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan  4 22:12:51 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C195@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Birdnoters,

I agree with John Buckmaster. Everyone is free to voice his or her

concerns about the turkeys to whoever will listen. And we should also

listen to anything any experts might have to say.

But I still reserve my right to question anything any individual or

expert might suggest. As I hinted in a note just a few minutes ago, I've

been involved in the research process long enough to know that no one

has the market cornered on the facts in any given discipline.

Bernie

________________________________

From: Buckmaster, John D 

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 10:12 AM

To: charlene anchor

Cc: Sloan, Bernie; birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys

Charlene, you will recall that in a private email I implicitly

encouraged you to pursue your concerns, and not leave it to us folks

over here. Go ahead! But I, and I suspect Bernie, reserve the right to

look carefully at any suggestions that might arise for clues that they

are well founded. 

John 

On Jan 4, 2006, at 9:20 AM, charlene anchor wrote: 


Birdnoters, Bernie, John,


I TRULY don't understand why there appears to be a resistance to

talking to someone who may have more knowledge about the turkeys than we

do. Maybe I've mis-communicated my intentions?  I have thought all along

that it would be a good idea to learn more about a species that is near

us in town that we don't usually get to see, and ask some questions

about them and their possible well being in regards to where they are

at.  Besides, learning more about any species helps us to appreciate

them more.  I had hoped someone in Urbana would be equally curious and

take the lead.  Since it didn't happen, and since it was suggested that

if I was the concerned party I should be the one to do it....that's what

I'm doing.  What happens to the turkeys depends on the folks in Urbnana

and how they respond to further information, as well as the turkeys'

future behavior (they could get hit by a car, eat something poisonous,

etc. etc.).   I can't fathom what is disturbing about learning more

about something we know little about. Following this line of thought, we

would learn little about anything!


As far as only considering what an "urban" turkey expert may

tell us instead of just a regular turkey expert.....since urban turkeys

appear to be a recent phenomena due to turkeys' recent successful

increase in population, there may be no Urban Specialist to talk to!  I

agree that it would be better if there were, but it may not be possible.

In that case do we just reject any or all studies and knowledge learned

about turkeys by other ornithologists because they aren't "urban

experts?" 


It is not my "mission," for lack of better words, to take away

the turkeys or create an impression that I know more than anyone else (I

probably know less).  Due to my lack of knowledge, I wish to learn more;

because of my interest in birds as well as their relationship with us

humans, I want to learn more.  I haven't contacted Kevin yet about a

meeting time but I will shortly.  I haven't as yet sat down and gone

through the old emails to glean out any questions.  I don't want to

burden Kevin with lots of questions.  I would hope to present the

necessary questions beneficial for our learning and hopefully he could

add more of his own comments.  This is taking me a little time, because

believe it or not, I do have a few other things to do....I can think

about hawks, bluejays, cardinals...only kidding!  When I get the

questions together I'll post them on Birdnotes so they can be seen

first.


I do have my own ideas about the possible outcome for the

turkeys and I hope I'm proved wrong.  I tend to be more on the

pessimistic side.  I guess that accounts for some of my anxiety

regarding birds, the environment, etc. etc.  I do believe that not doing

something can be just as bad as doing the wrong thing.  But I do think,

at least, situations can be learned from and looked into without causing

harm.


Charlene Anchor



----- Original Message -----



From: Sloan, Bernie



Sent: Tuesday, January 03, 2006 10:38 PM



To: Buckmaster, John D; birdnotes@prairienet.org



Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys



I very much agree with John Buckmaster's position.



I especially agree that advice on how to handle the

turkeys "



undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert". That's why

I questioned Kevin Johnson's urban turkey credentials in response to

Charlene Anchor's posting about asking Kevin for his advice...



Bernie Sloan



From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Buckmaster,

John D



Sent: Monday, January 02, 2006 11:20 AM



To: birdnotes@prairienet.org



Subject: [Birdnotes] moving turkeys



Everyone is aware, I assume, that except for sparrows,

starlings and pigeons, all birds in Illinois are protected. That means,

I assume, that they can not be captured, even temporarily, without

process. And so I would suggest that before finding woods and getting

advice (which undoubtedly will vary from expert to expert) the vital

legal issue be researched first. If, as I suspect, one of us already

knows the full details of such a business, it might be useful if they

would share them with us. 



John 



John Buckmaster 



2014 Boudreau 



Urbana IL 61801 



217.621.9786 



limey@uiuc.edu 



_______________________________________________
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-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060104/95ef2e85/attachment-0001.htm

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan  4 21:50:42 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan  4 22:16:39 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C198@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Helen/John/Charlene/Robert/et al:

I just wanted to mention that I am really enjoying the Birdnotes debate

about the turkeys. I think it's a very healthy thing.

Maybe it could be a future topic for a CCAS meeting?

Bernie

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Helen

Parker

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 8:45 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here

As was pointed out in an earlier Birdnotes post, turkey expert Patrick 

Hubert is no longer at the Survey--he has taken a job in Ontario.  So

don't 

try to call him, it won't work.  That is the reason the other person who

is 

supposed to be a turkey expert was mentioned.  Meanwhile, just watching 

developments with the birds is the only thing we can do.



--H.Parker

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Jan  4 22:23:58 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Jan  4 22:38:22 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV100F33BB0EA2881A084DB5C62E0@phx.gbl>

Maybe since Patrick has taken a new job it would be a good idea if we didn't bother him. He could be very busy.  I will still keep silent about turkeys!!   Since I don't get to see the turkeys, I hope everyone will keep posting about them so we can all watch, either in person, or vicariously

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Helen Parker

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 9:31 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here

As was pointed out in an earlier Birdnotes post, turkey expert Patrick  

Hubert is no longer at the Survey--he has taken a job in Ontario.  So don't  

try to call him, it won't work.  That is the reason the other person who is  

supposed to be a turkey expert was mentioned.  Meanwhile, just watching  

developments with the birds is the only thing we can do.

--H.Parker

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Jan  4 22:39:50 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Jan  4 22:51:49 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV50EDE65E25971D2EFFC50C62E0@phx.gbl>

Birdnoters,

I agree with Bernie that having turkeys as a future topic would be interesting.  At least we know many people have been talking and thinking about them.  Now all we have to do is find a "turkey expert."  :-)

Charlene

----- Original Message -----

From: Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 10:16 PM

To: Helen Parker; birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here

Helen/John/Charlene/Robert/et al:

I just wanted to mention that I am really enjoying the Birdnotes debate

about the turkeys. I think it's a very healthy thing.

Maybe it could be a future topic for a CCAS meeting?

Bernie

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Helen

Parker

Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 8:45 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here

As was pointed out in an earlier Birdnotes post, turkey expert Patrick  

Hubert is no longer at the Survey--he has taken a job in Ontario.  So

don't  

try to call him, it won't work.  That is the reason the other person who

is  

supposed to be a turkey expert was mentioned.  Meanwhile, just watching  

developments with the birds is the only thing we can do.

--H.Parker

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan  4 22:55:16 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan  4 23:17:56 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey roost??

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C1A2@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

This note is directed mainly to those folks in the southeast Urbana

turkey territory who have observed the turkeys...

Most of the literature suggests that turkeys roost in trees at night to

avoid predators. Do any of you have ideas about where the turkeys might

roost at night? I know of one tree in the neighborhood that looks like

it might be a likely candidate...

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Jan  5 02:05:31 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Jan  5 03:05:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here (No Sightings)

In-Reply-To: <BAY102-DAV100F33BB0EA2881A084DB5C62E0@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601050154030.9813-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

I agree with Charlene,

Patrick has told me that he hopes to return for a visit in a couple of 

years after he has settled in.

In the mean time he will be very busy getting both hiself and his family 

situated.

It should take at least that long for us to learn about the habits of 

these urban turkeys.

By that time we can ask him some questions which are based on documented 

sightings.

Also I should mention that Patrick would be the first person to 

acknowledge that "Experts" do not have a corner on information.

That is one of his more endearing qualities as both an  

ornithologist (specializing in Gallinacious birds) and a friend.

For now keep smiling and try not to cross too many bridges before we have 

to cross them.

Hope you enjoy the day!

Jim Hoyt :)

PS. I am more interested in making this state more friendly toward state 

    employees who study birds and other wildlife!

On Wed, 4 Jan 2006, charlene anchor wrote:

> Maybe since Patrick has taken a new job it would be a good idea if we didn't bother him. He could be very busy.  I will still keep silent about turkeys!!   Since I don't get to see the turkeys, I hope everyone will keep posting about them so we can all watch, either in person, or vicariously

> 

> Charlene Anchor

> 

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: Helen Parker

> Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 9:31 PM

> To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here

> 

> As was pointed out in an earlier Birdnotes post, turkey expert Patrick  

> Hubert is no longer at the Survey--he has taken a job in Ontario.  So don't  

> try to call him, it won't work.  That is the reason the other person who is  

> supposed to be a turkey expert was mentioned.  Meanwhile, just watching  

> developments with the birds is the only thing we can do.

> --H.Parker

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Thu Jan  5 08:14:50 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Thu Jan  5 09:03:31 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here (No Sightings)

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV142814F52A2145CD7D062FC62E0@phx.gbl>

Birders,

Jim brings up the idea of documenting the turkeys' activities which sounds like an excellent one. Maybe someone who has frequent access to their computer and would be willing to collect information on them, would be interested in volunteering to do this?  This would allow for a type of monitoring and keep the information in one place.  People could send in their descriptions to him/her and he/she could report periodically to the group?  Then when Patrick came to town we would have something substantial to present to him.  He could learn from us and we could learn from him.  Just a suggestion.......

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: James Hoyt

Sent: Thursday, January 05, 2006 3:12 AM

Cc: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here (No Sightings)

Birders,

I agree with Charlene,

Patrick has told me that he hopes to return for a visit in a couple of  

years after he has settled in.

In the mean time he will be very busy getting both hiself and his family  

situated.

It should take at least that long for us to learn about the habits of  

these urban turkeys.

By that time we can ask him some questions which are based on documented  

sightings.

Also I should mention that Patrick would be the first person to  

acknowledge that "Experts" do not have a corner on information.

That is one of his more endearing qualities as both an   

ornithologist (specializing in Gallinacious birds) and a friend.

For now keep smiling and try not to cross too many bridges before we have  

to cross them.

Hope you enjoy the day!

Jim Hoyt :)

PS. I am more interested in making this state more friendly toward state  

    employees who study birds and other wildlife!

On Wed, 4 Jan 2006, charlene anchor wrote:

> Maybe since Patrick has taken a new job it would be a good idea if we didn't bother him. He could be very busy.  I will still keep silent about turkeys!!   Since I don't get to see the turkeys, I hope everyone will keep posting about them so we can all watch, either in person, or vicariously

>  

> Charlene Anchor

>  

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: Helen Parker

> Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 9:31 PM

> To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here

>  

> As was pointed out in an earlier Birdnotes post, turkey expert Patrick   

> Hubert is no longer at the Survey--he has taken a job in Ontario.  So don't   

> try to call him, it won't work.  That is the reason the other person who is   

> supposed to be a turkey expert was mentioned.  Meanwhile, just watching   

> developments with the birds is the only thing we can do.

> --H.Parker

>  

>  

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>  

--  

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good   

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the  

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held  

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

_______________________________________________
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Thu Jan  5 09:41:58 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Thu Jan  5 10:44:42 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkey pictures

In-Reply-To: <BAY102-DAV100F33BB0EA2881A084DB5C62E0@phx.gbl>

References: <BAY102-DAV100F33BB0EA2881A084DB5C62E0@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20060105093241.01c4d5a0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

At 10:23 PM 1/4/2006, you wrote:

>Maybe since Patrick has taken a new job it would be a good idea if we 

>didn't bother him He could be very busy.  I will still keep silent about 

>turkeys!!   Since I don't get to see the turkeys, I hope everyone will 

>keep posting about them so we can all watch, either in person, or vicariously.

>

>Charlene Anchor

I posted (well, actually sent them to the webmaster, who posted them) a 

couple of pictures of the turkeys taken near Beth's house on the CCAS 

website.  Go to http://www.champaigncountyaudubon.org/  to see them.

Bernie's point about nobody having total knowledge about anything is well 

taken.  (motto seen on a button:  question authority--ask me 

anything)  Those of us involved in research know that every answer leads to 

more questions.

                 --Helen Parker, PhD

From denstrom at inhs.uiuc.edu  Thu Jan  5 11:33:28 2006

From: denstrom at inhs.uiuc.edu (David Enstrom)

Date: Thu Jan  5 12:12:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <p06230905bfe306236d55@[128.174.173.115]>

Patric moved to Ontario.

Winter Wren is still at Busey and seems to be easy to find.  It's 

hanging out along the west side of the board walk.  It's flushed from 

under the board walk when I've seen it.

Sapsucker is still there too.  S. Bailey tells me that their common this year.

FYI, the platforms you see in Busey are for a study of Cardinal 

behavior and ecology conducted by myself and Mike Ward.  These 

plaforms will have seed and sometimes walk in bird traps.  The traps 

are only set when we are in the area.  You might see color-banded 

Cardinals around.

You can get more information by calling me at 244-6872 or by talking 

to the folks in the AP nature center.

The southwest landfill (by the horse barns) was at one time a very 

good place to see woodcocks (we're talking a long time ago).  I 

suspect since it's been opened up again it will be good again.  The 

area has the added attraction potential Fox sightings.

I didn't see any Foxes today.

Good birding.

DE

Dave E.

From denstrom at inhs.uiuc.edu  Thu Jan  5 11:35:52 2006

From: denstrom at inhs.uiuc.edu (David Enstrom)

Date: Thu Jan  5 12:13:59 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

Message-ID: <p06230908bfe309572d7e@[128.174.173.115]>

I've missed all the Turkey stuff.  Where in Urbana are they?

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Jan  5 12:30:56 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Jan  5 13:09:15 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C232@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

The area around the intersection of Colorado and Anderson has had a lot

of sightings: 500 and 600 blocks of Colorado (including my back yard);

E. Evergreen Court; Anderson south of Colorado including side streets

such as Harding, Brighton, Silver, Cureton; and a few reports from the

200(?) block of W. Delaware (which is a little outside of the Colorado

and Anderson area).

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of David

Enstrom

Sent: Thursday, January 05, 2006 11:36 AM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

I've missed all the Turkey stuff.  Where in Urbana are they?

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Thu Jan  5 12:38:00 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Thu Jan  5 13:14:12 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here (No Sightings)

In-Reply-To: <BAY102-DAV142814F52A2145CD7D062FC62E0@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <20060105183801.46444.qmail@web60115.mail.yahoo.com>

I would be willing to collect information on the turkeys and report back to the group on an occasional basis.  I'm interested in where they are going (and particularly where they are roosting).  They flew up into trees just southwest of my house (the trees were between Colorado and Evergreen Court) on Monday evening, but a Cooper's Hawk chased them away (and then a crow chased the Cooper's away).  I don't know if that was an attempted roost (it was nearly dark), but I trust there might be someplace or several places where they have been successful.

  Roger Digges

charlene anchor <charleneanchor@msn.com> wrote:

    Birders,

  Jim brings up the idea of documenting the turkeys' activities which sounds like an excellent one. Maybe someone who has frequent access to their computer and would be willing to collect information on them, would be interested in volunteering to do this?  This would allow for a type of monitoring and keep the information in one place.  People could send in their descriptions to him/her and he/she could report periodically to the group?  Then when Patrick came to town we would have something substantial to present to him  He could learn from us and we could learn from him.  Just a suggestion.......

  Charlene Anchor

    ----- Original Message -----

  From: James Hoyt

  Sent: Thursday, January 05, 2006 3:12 AM

  Cc: birdnotes@prairienet.org

  Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here (No Sightings)

Birders,

I agree with Charlene,

Patrick has told me that he hopes to return for a visit in a couple of 

years after he has settled in.

In the mean time he will be very busy getting both hiself and his family 

situated.

It should take at least that long for us to learn about the habits of 

these urban turkeys.

By that time we can ask him some questions which are based on documented 

sightings.

Also I should mention that Patrick would be the first person to 

acknowledge that "Experts" do not have a corner on information.

That is one of his more endearing qualities as both an  

ornithologist (specializing in Gallinacious birds) and a friend

For now keep smiling and try not to cross too many bridges before we have 

to cross them.

Hope you enjoy the day!

Jim Hoyt :)

PS. I am more interested in making this state more friendly toward state 

    employees who study birds and other wildlife!

On Wed, 4 Jan 2006, charlene anchor wrote:

> Maybe since Patrick has taken a new job it would be a good idea if we didn't bother him. He could be very busy.  I will still keep silent about turkeys!!   Since I don't get to see the turkeys, I hope everyone will keep posting about them so we can all watch, either in person, or vicariously

> 

> Charlene Anchor

> 

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: Helen Parker

> Sent: Wednesday, January 04, 2006 9:31 PM

> To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Patrick Hubert is not here

> 

> As was pointed out in an earlier Birdnotes post, turkey expert Patrick  

> Hubert is no longer at the Survey--he has taken a job in Ontario.  So don't  

> try to call him, it won't work.  That is the reason the other person who is  

> supposed to be a turkey expert was mentioned.  Meanwhile, just watching  

> developments with the birds is the only thing we can do.

> --H.Parker

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Thu Jan  5 12:42:24 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Thu Jan  5 13:17:42 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

In-Reply-To: <p06230908bfe309572d7e@[128.174.173.115]>

Message-ID: <20060105184224.82109.qmail@web60113.mail.yahoo.com>

Southeast Urbana.  The farthest northwest I've heard is the 700 block of W. Vermont and the furthest southeast is Cottage Grove and Scovill (although that's a pretty old report.)  I think they're mostly south of Florida and east of Race.

  Roger Digges

David Enstrom <denstrom@inhs.uiuc.edu> wrote:

  I've missed all the Turkey stuff. Where in Urbana are they?

_______________________________________________
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Jan  5 13:14:47 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Jan  5 13:51:11 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C236@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Forgot to mention...also along South Race Street in the vicinity of

Orchard Downs.

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Sloan,

Bernie

Sent: Thursday, January 05, 2006 12:31 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

The area around the intersection of Colorado and Anderson has had a lot

of sightings: 500 and 600 blocks of Colorado (including my back yard);

E. Evergreen Court; Anderson south of Colorado including side streets

such as Harding, Brighton, Silver, Cureton; and a few reports from the

200(?) block of W. Delaware (which is a little outside of the Colorado

and Anderson area).

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of David

Enstrom

Sent: Thursday, January 05, 2006 11:36 AM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

I've missed all the Turkey stuff.  Where in Urbana are they?

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Jan  5 13:38:40 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Jan  5 14:10:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Journal article on suburban turkeys

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C23E@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Ran across an interesting paper on suburban wild turkeys last night:

Shelley M. Spohr, Frederick A. Servello, Daniel J. Harrison and Dale W.

May.  Survival and Reproduction of Female Wild Turkeys in a Suburban

Environment. NORTHEASTERN NATURALIST 11(4):363-374. 2004.

A few points I gleaned from this paper (which studied wild turkeys in

suburban southeastern Connecticut):

1.    "Most [turkey] studies...have occurred in forested or agricultural

areas and may not be representative of turkey populations occupying

suburban environments."

2.    Several people on the list have commented that the parts of Urbana

that the turkeys are living in is not characteristic of typical turkey

habitat.  Spohr, et al, note: "Although originally considered to require

forested or farmed landscapes (Little 1980, Wunz 1971), turkeys are now

considered habitat generalists (Healy 1992)..."

3.    Not to discount the folks who might be concerned about the Urbana

turkeys becoming a problem, Spohr, et al, do note that turkeys "have

become a nuisance species in some suburban areas".

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From Frank21 at insightbb.com  Thu Jan  5 13:40:40 2006

From: Frank21 at insightbb.com (Frank)

Date: Thu Jan  5 14:12:13 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

References: <20060105184224.82109.qmail@web60113.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <003401c6122f$e9017eb0$6801a8c0@BLACKDELL>

They have been as far south as south of Meadowbrook park in Yankee Ridge subdivision and I saw the hen in spring on Washington in front of the county clerks office heading south.

Frank Cooper

  ----- Original Message ----- 

  From: Roger Digges 

  To: David Enstrom ; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 

  Sent: Thursday, January 05, 2006 12:42 PM

  Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

  Southeast Urbana.  The farthest northwest I've heard is the 700 block of W. Vermont and the furthest southeast is Cottage Grove and Scovill (although that's a pretty old report.)  I think they're mostly south of Florida and east of Race.

  Roger Digges

  David Enstrom <denstrom@inhs.uiuc.edu> wrote:

    I've missed all the Turkey stuff. Where in Urbana are they?

    _______________________________________________

    Birdnotes mailing list

    Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

    https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  Yahoo! DSL Something to write home about. Just $16.99/mo. or less

------------------------------------------------------------------------------

  _______________________________________________

  Birdnotes mailing list

  Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

  https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From limey at uiuc.edu  Thu Jan  5 13:58:13 2006

From: limey at uiuc.edu (John David Buckmaster)

Date: Thu Jan  5 14:30:15 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] legalities

Message-ID: <b8ede37e44addf3bc82f4d5b598351ae@uiuc.edu>

My recent remark wrt turkeys that someone must know about the legal 

issues drew no response. Does anyone in our group net birds for banding 

etc. ? I assume that can only be done with a permit, by  people 

appropriately trained, and I would have thought that chasing turkeys 

through the streets and tossing them into vans, once caught, would need 

to meet at least the same requirements.

John

John Buckmaster

2014 Boudreau

Urbana IL 61801

217.621.9786

limey@uiuc.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From mshaw2 at uiuc.edu  Thu Jan  5 14:43:50 2006

From: mshaw2 at uiuc.edu (Merrily Shaw)

Date: Thu Jan  5 15:10:03 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] legalities

In-Reply-To: <b8ede37e44addf3bc82f4d5b598351ae@uiuc.edu>

References: <b8ede37e44addf3bc82f4d5b598351ae@uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <6.2.3.4.2.20060105144054.026b3208@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I would suspect that turkeys are classified as a game bird. They are 

not covered under the migratory bird act; I just looked that up on 

the web. There is much more there if anyone is interested or has the 

time. Why can't we just enjoy them. I think it is great that some of 

Illinois' native wildlife is still here.

Merrily

At 01:58 PM 1/5/2006 -0600, John David Buckmaster wrote:

>My recent remark wrt turkeys that someone must know about the legal 

>issues drew no response. Does anyone in our group net birds for 

>banding etc. ? I assume that can only be done with a permit, by 

>people appropriately trained, and I would have thought that chasing 

>turkeys through the streets and tossing them into vans, once caught, 

>would need to meet at least the same requirements.

>

>John

>

>

>John Buckmaster

>2014 Boudreau

>Urbana IL 61801

>217.621.9786

>limey@uiuc.edu

><br>

><div>_______________________________________________</div>

><div>Birdnotes mailing list</div>

><div>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org</div>

><div><a 

>href="https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes" 

>EUDORA=AUTOURL>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes</a></div>

></blockquote></x-html>

Merrily Shaw

Assistant to the Director

Russian, East European, and Eurasian Center

104 International Studies Building, MC 480

910 S Fifth Street

Champaign, IL 61820

Phone: 217.244.4721

Fax: 217.333.1582

E-Mail: mshaw2@uiuc.edu 
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Thu Jan  5 14:44:07 2006

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Thu Jan  5 15:10:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys

Message-ID: <961db8ef.7607f060.8283800@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

All,

Sorry to have sent anyone on a wild goose chase after Patrick Hubert. i 

didn't know he had left town and just looked up his number in the UI 

Directory. 

Beth

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Jan  5 15:08:03 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Jan  5 15:42:00 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana turkey sighting database

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C258@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I think I'm going to put together a database of Urbana turkey sightings.

I've saved some of the Birdnotes postings on this topic, but I haven't

been on the list all that long (just since October 4) so I have missed

earlier postings and I may have missed a couple since then.

So...if you've seen the turkeys I'd appreciate hearing the following

from you:

1. Your name

2. Where you've seen the turkeys (the more specific the better, and if

you've seen them multiple times in one place, let me know approximately

how many times).

3. When you saw them (again, the more specific the better).

Thanks!

Bernie Sloan

Senior Information Systems Consultant

Consortium of Academic & Research Libraries in Illinois

616 E. Green Street, Suite 213

Champaign, IL  61820-5752

Phone: (217) 333-4895

Fax:   (217) 265-0454

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Thu Jan  5 16:01:02 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Thu Jan  5 16:04:29 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey blog

Message-ID: <20060105220102.58378.qmail@web60122.mail.yahoo.com>

It was suggested that someone start a blog for the turkey sightings.  Blogging is a new activity for a late middle aged birder like me.  But you will find my first attempt at a turkey blog at  http://blog.360.yahoo.com/blog/.

  Please enter any sightings you have from any time.  Please remember to put down the date and time as well as any description.  This may help us keep track of the turkeys over time.  

  If someone can do this better, more power to them.  But I had the time this afternoon to get one started.

  Roger digges

---------------------------------

 Yahoo! DSL Something to write home about. Just $16.99/mo. or less
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Thu Jan  5 18:14:27 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Thu Jan  5 18:14:29 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] ADMIN (Please read): Turkey Problems...

Message-ID: <20060106001428.77096.qmail@web52104.mail.yahoo.com>

To those interested and uninterested parties,

I have been wanting to hold off on this as long as possible, but I have to do it now.  I was hoping this conversation would eventually be moderated on its own, but it has seemed to have gone off the deep end.  The turkey "problem" is not the issue I see, but it has spawned poor usage of the listserve.  REMEMBER, this listserve is for discussing birds and birdwatching.  Yes, turkeys are birds, but when we get into hunting down people in other states (or provinces), this is starting to get out of hand.  If you have extra information that should be passed on, feel free to do so, but do not use the listserve for this purpose if the information is not necessary for the entire list.  

I AM NOT SAYING that the turkey "problem" is not a valid discussion for the listserve.  Please feel free to discuss turkeys on this list, just understand that not everyone needs all this information.  Just use your discretion to figure out what is viable for the list to know and what should be passed on as private email messages between interested parties. 

If you have questions about this email, feel free to email me back at your leisure.

Thank you for your attention,

Bryan Guarente

Birdnotes List Administrator

---------------------------------

 Yahoo! DSL Something to write home about. Just $16.99/mo. or less
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Thu Jan  5 18:54:06 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Thu Jan  5 18:54:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey sightings

Message-ID: <20060106005406.63908.qmail@web60111.mail.yahoo.com>

For some reason my e-mail concerning the turkey blog took a few hours to go through, and Bernie has posted what might be a better idea.  However we want to do this, I'd like to see data gathered about the birds.

  Roger

---------------------------------

Yahoo! Photos

 Ring in the New Year with Photo Calendars. Add photos, events, holidays, whatever.
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Thu Jan  5 21:24:44 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Thu Jan  5 21:24:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] ADMIN: Please Read!

Message-ID: <20060106032444.96773.qmail@web52109.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

For those of us who have not recently or relatively recently subscribed to the list, this may come as a surprise to you.  There are rules on this list, and they get sent out to every person who signs up for the list now.   It has come to my attention that not all of you have seen these rules, so here they are in all of their splendor.

Sorry if this seems like unpleasantries, but we could all use a reminder every so often.

The following is the initial email that gets sent to new subscribers upon registration.  If you did not receive this email upon subscription, you should save this email for later use.

=================================================

Birdnotes is a discussion list for Birders in Champaign/Urbana to share bird sighting information.  The list is managed by the Champaign County Audubon Society, and hosted by Prairienet.

Rules and Etiquette of the list:

1) All posts MUST be signed.

2) If discussing sightings, posts MUST include the area where the sightings were located.  

3) If discussing other topics, posts should say "(No Sightings)" in the subject.  This is out of courtesy for the members of the list with slow connections or who may only be interested in local sightings.  

4) NO ATTACHMENTS can be sent to the list.  This is to protect our members and to protect our hosts Prairienet.  If you need to post photos, either post them to a website and provide a link or contact the list administrators.

5) Do not forward messages from other lists to this list.  If the members of this list wanted those emails, they would join the other list.

6) All members have a right to their opinion, but NO attacks on other members or organizations will be tolerated on the listserve.

7) If you have questions, problems, or comments about the list please email them directly to the list administrators NOT the list.  

DISCLAIMER:

Opinions offered on the list are not a reflection of the opinions of the Champaign County Audubon Society or its parent organization.  

Thanks for joining, and enjoy the list!

=================================================

Bryan Guarente

Birdnotes List Administrator

---------------------------------

Yahoo! Photos

 Ring in the New Year with Photo Calendars. Add photos, events, holidays, whatever.
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Thu Jan  5 22:29:05 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Thu Jan  5 22:31:05 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] ADMIN: Please Read!

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV15B2C5B41846DC7B78BA76C6210@phx.gbl>

Bryan,

Just a general question....  If we have any doubts about whether our postings are following the rules or not (I'm thinking in terms of #5 as sometimes other lists can have worthwhile information to pass on), should we check with you first?

Charlene

----- Original Message -----

From: Bryan Guarente

Sent: Thursday, January 05, 2006 9:24 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] ADMIN: Please Read!

Birdnoters,

For those of us who have not recently or relatively recently subscribed to the list, this may come as a surprise to you.  There are rules on this list, and they get sent out to every person who signs up for the list now   It has come to my attention that not all of you have seen these rules, so here they are in all of their splendor.

Sorry if this seems like unpleasantries, but we could all use a reminder every so often.

The following is the initial email that gets sent to new subscribers upon registration.  If you did not receive this email upon subscription, you should save this email for later use.

=================================================

Birdnotes is a discussion list for Birders in Champaign/Urbana to share bird sighting information.  The list is managed by the Champaign County Audubon Society, and hosted by Prairienet.

Rules and Etiquette of the list:

1) All posts MUST be signed.

2) If discussing sightings, posts MUST include the area where the sightings were located.   

3) If discussing other topics, posts should say "(No Sightings)" in the subject.  This is out of courtesy for the members of the list with slow connections or who may only be interested in local sightings.   

4) NO ATTACHMENTS can be sent to the list.  This is to protect our members and to protect our hosts Prairienet.  If you need to post photos, either post them to a website and provide a link or contact the list administrators.

5) Do not forward messages from other lists to this list.  If the members of this list wanted those emails, they would join the other list.

6) All members have a right to their opinion, but NO attacks on other members or organizations will be tolerated on the listserve.

7) If you have questions, problems, or comments about the list please email them directly to the list administrators NOT the list.   

DISCLAIMER:

Opinions offered on the list are not a reflection of the opinions of the Champaign County Audubon Society or its parent organization.   

Thanks for joining, and enjoy the list!

=================================================

Bryan Guarente

Birdnotes List Administrator

Yahoo! Photos

Ring in the New Year with Photo Calendars. Add photos, events, holidays, whatever. _______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Thu Jan  5 23:42:32 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Thu Jan  5 23:36:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] No sightings: Injured birds

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV1DE1CAD233E1AA4D65ADCC6210@phx.gbl>

Because of recent postings about hawks possibly being injured by cars, and because I almost hit a Kestrel a couple of days ago, I realized I'm not sure what to do if I did hit a large bird or see one along the road.   

I went to the U of I Wildlife Medical Clinic website: www.cvm.uiuc.edu/wmc/index.html

This takes you to their home page.  If you click on Injured Orphans you will find all the advice you need to know.  It also talks about some of the legalities regarding trapping and possessing wildlife.   

I carry a couple of different sizes of cardboard boxes in my car along with blankets and towels for this purpose.  Now I will add a bigger box and hope I never have to use it.  I have taken seriously injured small birds and mammals to the clinic.   

Those in the Decatur area can take injured animals to the Illinois Raptor Center.  They are an excellent organization.  Some of the U of I raptors are taken there for rehabilitation before release.  Their website is:  www.illinoisraptorcenter.org.  It's an interesting and informative website to visit. I think I've mentioned it before on Birdnotes.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Fri Jan  6 09:17:38 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Fri Jan  6 09:15:07 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] NO SIGHTINGS: turkeys elsewhere

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV2722305A625B02FD39A94C6210@phx.gbl>

(No one will ever believe me again, since I said the word "turkey" wouldn't be passing my lips!)

It slowly dawned on me to email my "cavity nesting" listserve about the turkeys to see if others have had any experiences with the "urban turkey", or any advice that could be offered.  Here are the highlights of a couple of responses:

"We've lived with turkeys for 20 years, and they are thriving.  I don't know how large a town you have, but here in the San Francisco Bay Area they do very well.  We lived in the suburbs for 10 years, about twenty minutes from the Golden Gate Bridge, and turkeys were everywhere.  You could see them sitting on the roofs of houses, scratching in the flower beds, etc.  We have a lot of "open space" out here, so they could retreat at night, but they didn't seem put off by traffic or people.

I now live in wine country, which is quite rural but developing, and the only complaints  concerning turkeys are from property owners in the new developments.  The turkeys mess up your flower beds and make your dogs bark!

They are not native here, but do very well.  I think if your visitors have stayed this long, they won't be leaving.  I understand turkeys are experiencing a population explosion in a lot of areas.  I enjoy them myself."

(She didn't say that they were breeding in town.  They sound like they are "day visitors")  

Another response:

"I live in Redding, CA. I live with a wetlands behind me and a forest behind that also.  We get 20 wild turkeys every day here.  They visit my yard for seed.  If I remember, I throw out corn to them.  They visit us every day with the new babies and check out for food on each others' lawns.  They also fly up to the fence to check out food supply.

All the people in the tract...watch for them in the morning, even the school bus driver.  They roost in the trees.  We don't see them when they are breeding, but can hear them calling each other.  But great to see Mom and all 10 when they are big enough to go for a stroll.

Only problems they cause is "POOP", on the driveway, yard, lawn...I find them very interesting"

(This responder seems to have enough nearby habitat for the turkeys to be successfully breeding and then visiting the yards for food during the day.)

Finally this response from a field researcher from Kalamazoo, Michigan:

"The real test will come during the breeding season. Will the hen & her little flock go where the toms are, or will a tom come into town? (If any of the young are males, this may muddy the waters.  Hens like older birds better, tho)  Then, will there be any place to nest?

I'm betting that urban turkeys, being ground nesters, can't sustain their populations.  There's too many raccoons and loose pets.  However, I'd also guess that your turkeys have found a great place to overwinter."

(The field researcher has raised some of my same questions and concerns.)

If I receive any further messages presenting different points from the above, I will pass them on.

Charlene Anchor
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Fri Jan  6 09:27:22 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Fri Jan  6 09:23:28 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fw: NO SIGHTINGS:  1 more turkey comment

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV150A6297885D10105193DC6210@phx.gbl>

----- Original Message -----

From: charlene anchor

Sent: Friday, January 06, 2006 9:24 AM

To: Birdnotes@llists.prairienet.org

Subject: NO SIGHTINGS: 1 more turkey comment

Forgot to add this to my last message.  Part of a comment by another responder:

"As for your turkeys, toms find the hens, not vice versa.  If there are hens, toms are not far behind.  However, the toms are more wary (good for the survival of the species)."

Will, or can, the toms find the hens in town?  That remains to be seen.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From denstrom at inhs.uiuc.edu  Fri Jan  6 13:09:28 2006

From: denstrom at inhs.uiuc.edu (David Enstrom)

Date: Fri Jan  6 13:09:32 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <p06230900bfe45a09f553@[128.174.173.115]>

A Long-eared Owl still at the Forestry.

We're (Mike Ward and I) conducting a formal study of Cardinal song in 

the Forestry and Busey.  Although I'd heard reports of Cardinals 

singing a bit before today, today was the first day we had a Cardinal 

sing during our sampling.  A male.  Two short songs.  Why do they 

sing so early?  Why do females sing?  When do the females start to 

sing?  Stay tuned.

House finches and Mourning Doves will be up and running soon and the 

Carolina Wrens will really start to carry on soon too.  The first 

sign that spring will come.  Much more reliable than ground hogs!

Thanks to all who sent me Turkey info.  I hope I get a glimpse.

You can't capture Turkeys without either a Federal Collecting permit, 

a Federal Banding permit, or, in season, with a valid hunting licence 

and turkey permit from the State of Illinois.  Of course Urbana has 

it's own laws concerning the discharge of weapons within the City 

Limits and I imagine there are County and U of I restrictions too.

The Turkey was very rare in Illinois 25 years ago and I believe the 

first really successful re-introductions took place around 1985.  At 

that time there was a controversy about where the Turkeys should come 

from for the Illinois project.  Kansas or the South East.  Which were 

most similar genetically to the former Illinois Turkeys.  I don't 

know how that all turned out.  There have been many very successful 

re-introductions and now Turkeys can be found all over the State. I 

did some surveys in Cook County this summer and they are not rare in 

the western county forest preserves and along the DePlaines River. 

The Urbana individuals may well have dispersed into the area, 

although they may have escaped from someone.  I don't know about 

their dispersal habits.

I would guess that Medowbrook provides shelter for them, and if they 

nest that will be where they do it (The stream corridor through 

Meadowbrook might be the most likey place).  Nesting could be a real 

problem for Turkeys, a ground nesting species, in an environment so 

full of mid-sized mammal predators and omnivores (raccons, skunks, 

opossums, dogs, cats, coyotes, foxes), but it could happen.  Dick and 

Jean Graber, formerly of the Illinois Natural History Survey, pointed 

out to me years ago that the habitat provide by CU (especially in the 

older neighborhoods) was perfect for bobwhites.  They were convinced 

that house cats and dogs excluded them.  I would add racoons and 

skunks (we have more skunks than you would guess) would also keep 

quail out. But hen Turkeys are very formidable when they are on eggs 

or with young.  I accidentally encountered a hen turkey on a nest 

once and she scared heck out of me!

Some formerly rare species, notably the Coopers Hawk which was State 

Threatened less than 10 years ago, are thriving in CU.  Death from 

poison and cars and even misguided humans will occur.  But that's the 

lot of urban wildlife.  I for one would love to have Turkeys 

establish in CU.

If you're interested in Turkeys in Illinois, I would do a search for 

Patrick's research papers or e-mail (don't call) Dr. Dick Warner in 

NREs at the u of I and ask him where to find the information.  You 

would probably get info at the IDNR web site too.

DE

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Fri Jan  6 13:39:02 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Fri Jan  6 13:39:04 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C300@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I heard a Cardinal singing late Wednesday morning as I put out some bird

feed.

I'm sure there may be more people on the list besides me who might

appreciate any pointers on how to spot owls in Forestry. Any advice?

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of David

Enstrom

Sent: Friday, January 06, 2006 1:09 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

A Long-eared Owl still at the Forestry.

We're (Mike Ward and I) conducting a formal study of Cardinal song in 

the Forestry and Busey.  Although I'd heard reports of Cardinals 

singing a bit before today, today was the first day we had a Cardinal 

sing during our sampling.  A male.  Two short songs.  Why do they 

sing so early?  Why do females sing?  When do the females start to 

sing?  Stay tuned.

House finches and Mourning Doves will be up and running soon and the 

Carolina Wrens will really start to carry on soon too.  The first 

sign that spring will come.  Much more reliable than ground hogs!

Thanks to all who sent me Turkey info.  I hope I get a glimpse.

You can't capture Turkeys without either a Federal Collecting permit, 

a Federal Banding permit, or, in season, with a valid hunting licence 

and turkey permit from the State of Illinois.  Of course Urbana has 

it's own laws concerning the discharge of weapons within the City 

Limits and I imagine there are County and U of I restrictions too.

The Turkey was very rare in Illinois 25 years ago and I believe the 

first really successful re-introductions took place around 1985.  At 

that time there was a controversy about where the Turkeys should come 

from for the Illinois project.  Kansas or the South East.  Which were 

most similar genetically to the former Illinois Turkeys.  I don't 

know how that all turned out.  There have been many very successful 

re-introductions and now Turkeys can be found all over the State. I 

did some surveys in Cook County this summer and they are not rare in 

the western county forest preserves and along the DePlaines River. 

The Urbana individuals may well have dispersed into the area, 

although they may have escaped from someone.  I don't know about 

their dispersal habits.

I would guess that Medowbrook provides shelter for them, and if they 

nest that will be where they do it (The stream corridor through 

Meadowbrook might be the most likey place).  Nesting could be a real 

problem for Turkeys, a ground nesting species, in an environment so 

full of mid-sized mammal predators and omnivores (raccons, skunks, 

opossums, dogs, cats, coyotes, foxes), but it could happen.  Dick and 

Jean Graber, formerly of the Illinois Natural History Survey, pointed 

out to me years ago that the habitat provide by CU (especially in the 

older neighborhoods) was perfect for bobwhites.  They were convinced 

that house cats and dogs excluded them.  I would add racoons and 

skunks (we have more skunks than you would guess) would also keep 

quail out. But hen Turkeys are very formidable when they are on eggs 

or with young.  I accidentally encountered a hen turkey on a nest 

once and she scared heck out of me!

Some formerly rare species, notably the Coopers Hawk which was State 

Threatened less than 10 years ago, are thriving in CU.  Death from 

poison and cars and even misguided humans will occur.  But that's the 

lot of urban wildlife.  I for one would love to have Turkeys 

establish in CU.

If you're interested in Turkeys in Illinois, I would do a search for 

Patrick's research papers or e-mail (don't call) Dr. Dick Warner in 

NREs at the u of I and ask him where to find the information.  You 

would probably get info at the IDNR web site too.

DE

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Jan  6 14:20:14 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (jwhoyt@prairienet.org)

Date: Fri Jan  6 14:20:17 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey roost??  (No sightings yet!)

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C1A2@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

References: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C1A2@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <1317.192.17.100.117.1136578814.squirrel@mail.prairienet.org>

Bernie and others,

I once found some feathers and turkey scat below some trees in the

Northern part of the Middlefork Wildlife Area in Vermillian County.

The trees were bare, about 30 feet in height, and were along a fence line

at the edge of an old field (just south of some pines.

So if I find any trees that fit this discription I will be looking at the

ground for signs of recent use.

In most turkey hunting literature you put the turkeys to bed at dusk and

then wait for them to scatter out at dawn before calling.

I believe that a Barred Owl call can sometimes be effective in locating

turkeys.

Jim Hoyt :)

> This note is directed mainly to those folks in the southeast Urbana

> turkey territory who have observed the turkeys...

>

> Most of the literature suggests that turkeys roost in trees at night to

> avoid predators. Do any of you have ideas about where the turkeys might

> roost at night? I know of one tree in the neighborhood that looks like

> it might be a likely candidate...

>

> Bernie Sloan

> E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Fri Jan  6 16:46:23 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Fri Jan  6 16:46:27 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys and bird feeding (no sightings)

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C330@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I have a question for people living in southeast Urbana turkey

territory.

Do you ever observe turkeys eating bird feed that you'd put out for

other birds? 

I have been somewhat surprised at how infrequently the turkeys eat at

the ground feeding area I have in my back yard. A couple of times a week

I spread feed on the ground for juncos, white throated sparrows, doves

and other ground feeding birds that don't come to my feeders. 

Over the holidays when I was at home quite a bit I saw the turkeys back

there only once. Mind you, I'm not complaining. I'd rather not have them

in my yard on a day-in day-out basis. I'm just wondering if others have

had the same experience. I sort of see it as evidence that they might be

doing just fine locating natural food sources.

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From malessi2 at uiuc.edu  Fri Jan  6 18:51:24 2006

From: malessi2 at uiuc.edu (Mark Alessi)

Date: Fri Jan  6 18:51:38 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Message-ID: <000001c61324$7eadd630$6501a8c0@uofitz4vkt31s9>

   Birders,

            I saw an immature Peregrine Falcon (brownish back) today at 2:30

P.M. on Curtis Road flying north towards Windsor Rd.  Is this the same bird

everyone else has been seeing?  I've been looking for awhile now and finally

got to see it.  Thanks.  

Good Birding,

Mark Alessi

-------------- next part --------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Jan  6 21:47:01 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Jan  6 21:47:07 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Parkland College and North Prospect

In-Reply-To: <000001c61324$7eadd630$6501a8c0@uofitz4vkt31s9>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601062141140.29618-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Went out to Parkland and saw a hundred or so Crows and several startlings 

in the fields on the NW side.

What looked like a Ringed Bill Gull over the Water Plant.

Also one Peregrine Falcon circling over "Culvers" restaurant north of 

I-74.

Have a great day!

Jim Hoyt :)

On Fri, 6 Jan 2006, Mark Alessi wrote:

>    Birders,

> 

>  

> 

>             I saw an immature Peregrine Falcon (brownish back) today at 2:30

> P.M. on Curtis Road flying north towards Windsor Rd.  Is this the same bird

> everyone else has been seeing?  I've been looking for awhile now and finally

> got to see it.  Thanks.  

> 

>  

> 

>  

> 

> Good Birding,

> 

> Mark Alessi

> 

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Sat Jan  7 09:14:14 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Sat Jan  7 09:11:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] NO SIGHTINGS: rodent question

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV1F3D0143FF29FB94049A6C6200@phx.gbl>

This may sound like a dumb question to someone who knows the answer, but, do we have rats in our corn/soybean fields?  I'm from the city and think in terms of the rats being in town.  (I also haven't been out in the cornfields at night recently to check!)  If not, what rodents may be out there that would be the size of a rat?  How large do voles get?

Thanks for possibly enlightening me.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Sat Jan  7 09:49:28 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Sat Jan  7 09:44:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Parkland College and North Prospect

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV2606BF93BEB8993558C19C6200@phx.gbl>

Jim mentions seeing many Crows......

Are others seeing more crows than in the past couple of years, maybe recovering from  West Nile?  Or am I just seeing more crows myself than I usually do?

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: James Hoyt

Sent: Friday, January 06, 2006 9:47 PM

Cc: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Parkland College and North Prospect

Birders,

Went out to Parkland and saw a hundred or so Crows and several startlings  

in the fields on the NW side.

What looked like a Ringed Bill Gull over the Water Plant.

Also one Peregrine Falcon circling over "Culvers" restaurant north of  

I-74.

Have a great day!

Jim Hoyt :)

On Fri, 6 Jan 2006, Mark Alessi wrote:

>    Birders,

>  

>   

>  

>             I saw an immature Peregrine Falcon (brownish back) today at 2:30

> P.M. on Curtis Road flying north towards Windsor Rd.  Is this the same bird

> everyone else has been seeing?  I've been looking for awhile now and finally

> got to see it.  Thanks.   

>  

>   

>  

>   

>  

> Good Birding,

>  

> Mark Alessi

>  

>  

--  

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good   

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the  

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held  

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************
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Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org
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From lwasson at att.net  Sat Jan  7 11:20:30 2006

From: lwasson at att.net (lwasson@att.net)

Date: Sat Jan  7 17:19:01 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crows

Message-ID: <010720061720.4762.43BFF85D00072D580000129A216124364602019C9C0E9904@att.net>

In regard to Charlene's query:  I believe I have seen more crows in the past couple of months than I have seen in a long time.  A couple of weeks ago a flock of about sixty flew over our house one mile south of Mahomet.  Last week saw a flock that must have been well in excess of 150 on the north side of I-74 between Champaign and Mahomet.  In addition to those two larger flocks I have seen a dozen or more numerous times.  

Generally the individual sightings were nothing to write home about but both my wife and I have thought that we are seeing a lot more than in the past.

Bill Wasson

-------------- next part --------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Jan  7 17:50:49 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Jan  7 17:50:51 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red Tail Hawk over Mt. Hope Cemetery

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C330@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601071740390.3986-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Was driving east on Florida Avenue and saw the Red Tailed Hawk sailing 

over Mt. Hope Cemetery.

Nothing much sailing over Meadowbrook Park except a couple of neat kites.

One deer along south Bike trail. It was hidden pretty well inside the 

willows near the narrow little South Stream.

Over at Weaver Park I saw a small woodpecker (like a small Downy) inside 

the small woodlot along East Main.  

Good Birding!

Jim Hoyt

Champaign Il.

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From REGEHR5 at aol.com  Sat Jan  7 18:05:18 2006

From: REGEHR5 at aol.com (REGEHR5@aol.com)

Date: Sat Jan  7 18:05:27 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Saturday AM sightings

Message-ID: <240.4daf123.30f1b13e@aol.com>

     After having no luck in the Forestry, I went to the rabbit bridge

on the Meadowbrook side of Race St.  There I saw birds bathing in

the stream and preening:  Cardinal, 3 Juncos, 2 Tree Sparrows.

Nearby I saw 2 Brown Creepers, a Red-bellied Woodpecker, a

Downy Woodpecker and several Mourning Doves.  The birds may

have been enjoying the sunshine as much as I was.

                                             Elaine Regehr

-------------- next part --------------
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sat Jan  7 18:13:28 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sat Jan  7 18:13:32 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Snowy Owl: Kankakee County

Message-ID: <20060108001328.89847.qmail@web52114.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

Yes, this bird may be out of range for some of you, but just in case you haven't heard about this bird, there are two snowy owls in southern Kankakee county just over the Iroquois county line.  I went up to see these birds today (1 sub-adult and 1 juvenile).  I never saw the juvenile, but did get relatively good looks at the sub-adult.  

To get to these birds, get up to St. Anne, IL (Kankakee county, just do a mapquest or google maps search for it).  Go west out of this tiny town on 7000S until you reach 5000E.  Turn south onto 5000E.  There is a loose gravel sign about half a mile down the road.  This is where the sub-adult bird was today.  Others have found these birds in this same area.  The juvenile bird was not seen, as far as I know, today, but has been seen in the area as of yesterday.  

If you need any other information, feel free to email me back privately.  If anything comes up that I forgot, I will try to post to the list if it is that important.

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Graduate Assistant

Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

 Yahoo! DSL Something to write home about. Just $16.99/mo. or less
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From limey at uiuc.edu  Sat Jan  7 18:31:45 2006

From: limey at uiuc.edu (John David Buckmaster)

Date: Sat Jan  7 18:31:47 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] crow populations, no sightings

In-Reply-To: <010720061720.4762.43BFF85D00072D580000129A216124364602019C9C0E9904@att.net>

References: <010720061720.4762.43BFF85D00072D580000129A216124364602019C9C0E9904@att.net>

Message-ID: <bceb14dba1f1999bb892b6413e4368c1@uiuc.edu>

A quick and dirty look via Google suggests a fairly recent large 

increase in suburban crow populations across America. It has been 

suggested in studies out of Cornell that this has come about from 

learning how to cope with the suburban environment. Crows originally 

spread from the east, and it took them some time of course. So perhaps 

the learning was first acquired in the larger eastern populations and 

has spread to the midwest.

The whole business of bird population spreading is quite interesting. 

European starlings were introduced to Melbourne Australia at the end of 

the 20th century. It was the early 90s before they were first seen in 

the south suburbs of Sydney. I imagine by now they are all over Sydney.

John

On Jan 7, 2006, at 11:20 AM, lwasson@att.net wrote:

> In regard to Charlene's query:? I?believe I?have seen more crows in 

> the past couple of months than I have?seen in?a long time.? A couple 

> of weeks ago a flock of about sixty flew over our house one mile south 

> of Mahomet.? Last week saw a flock that must have been well in excess 

> of 150 on the north side of I-74 between Champaign and Mahomet.? In 

> addition to those two larger flocks I have seen a dozen or more 

> numerous times.?

> ?

> Generally the individual sightings were nothing to write home about 

> but both my wife and I have thought that we are seeing a lot more than 

> in the past.

> Bill Wasson

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

John Buckmaster

2014 Boudreau

Urbana IL 61801

217.621.9786

limey@uiuc.edu
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sat Jan  7 23:17:57 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sat Jan  7 23:22:37 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Merlin

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2851B4FCD@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Near Danville, along I-74...

Watched a Merlin over the highway...plunged down to the median like a rock dropped from the sky. Obviously good for taking prey by surprise, but it left me wondering how they can stand the impact on a regular basis...

Bernie Sloan

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sat Jan  7 23:48:53 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sat Jan  7 23:48:57 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crows (no sightings)

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2851B4FD0@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Interesting...I haven't noticed any major crow fluctuations over the past few years one way or the other.

Speaking of large flocks...a little more than a year ago (11/23/04) I was looking out my office window facing south across Green Street, near Wright and Green, and saw a huge flock of crows fly over. As I mentioned in an e-mail to one of my kids: "I'm sitting here watching a flock of crows fly over, from south to north. I bet at least 500-600 have already flown over, and there are still more coming."

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of lwasson@att.net

Sent: Sat 1/7/2006 11:20 AM

To: charlene anchor; James Hoyt

Cc: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [SPAM] Re: [Birdnotes] Crows

In regard to Charlene's query:  I believe I have seen more crows in the past couple of months than I have seen in a long time.  A couple of weeks ago a flock of about sixty flew over our house one mile south of Mahomet.  Last week saw a flock that must have been well in excess of 150 on the north side of I-74 between Champaign and Mahomet.  In addition to those two larger flocks I have seen a dozen or more numerous times.  

Generally the individual sightings were nothing to write home about but both my wife and I have thought that we are seeing a lot more than in the past.

Bill Wasson

From spendelo at uiuc.edu  Sun Jan  8 05:58:20 2006

From: spendelo at uiuc.edu (Jacob Spendelow)

Date: Sun Jan  8 06:10:04 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Illini Forestry Plantation

Message-ID: <6.0.0.22.2.20060107150155.02f0a0a8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Hi everyone,

I birded at the forestry plantation yesterday (Jan. 7) in the early 

afternoon, where I ran into Chris Erb and Kim Garley-Erb.  They kindly 

showed me a LONG-EARED OWL that Kim had found.  Walking around the area, 

Chris spotted a PEREGRINE FALCON as it flew from its perch atop the radio 

tower.  Our view was brief, and fragmented by the trees between us and the 

falcon, but my impression was of brownish wings, so I think this bird is 

likely the same immature bird that others have been reporting around the 

area.  Later Chris also spotted a GREAT HORNED OWL flushing from the trees 

just west of Race St.

Other birds present included:

Red-tailed Hawk

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Downy Woodpecker

Hairy Woodpecker

Blue Jay

American Crow

BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEE

White-breasted Nuthatch

Red-breasted Nuthatch

Carolina Wren

Northern Cardinal

White-throated Sparrow

After leaving the forestry plantation, I took a brief walk around 

Meadowbrook that failed to turn up anything notable.  A quick swing through 

the south farms yielded:

Mallard

Wood Duck

American Kestrel

Dark-eyed Junco

Brown-headed Cowbird

Good birding!

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign 

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Jan  8 19:14:49 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Jan  8 19:18:55 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Birding in Indiana

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2851B4FDA@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I was at my Bloomington, IN residence this weekend. A report from there...the temps were in the 60s by 11AM...beautiful day

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Sun 1/8/2006 3:12 PM

To: BLOOMINGTON-BIRDS-L@LISTSERV.INDIANA.EDU

Subject: Griffy Lake

Walked some of the hiking trails east of the Griffy Lake parking lot...I encountered most of the birds (not the waterfowl, of course) in two separate "waves", sort of like two extended mixed flocks. The rest of the time the woods were pretty quiet

Beautiful day for January hiking! Maybe it was my imagination (or wishful thinking!) but things seemed to be getting the slightest bit greener on the southern hillside exposures.

Crows off to the south mobbing something

Blue Jays calling

Pileated Woodpecker (calling)

Several Downy Woodpeckers

Several Hairy Woopeckers

Flicker

Red Headed Woodpecker (calling)

Red Breasted Nuthatch (I think...was just a quick glimpse)

White Breasted Nuthatch

Carolina Chicakdees (calling)

Tufted Titmice

Brown Creeper

Wren (? maybe Carolina?, calling)

Lots of Ganada Geese on the lake in various spots

Couple of interesting things:

What appeared to be some sort of swallow briefly skimming the surface sothwest of the the canoe launch area

What appeared to be two large Muscovy Ducks mixed in with the Canada Geese just to the north of the Griffy Lake causeway road. (I say appeared because I was driving a car across the causeway and there was someone behind me and I couldn't slow down and stop...all white head and front, darker back...could they have been Snow Geese?)

Three whitetail deer crossing Matlock Road near the intersection with the Bypass.

Bernie Sloan

Bloomington/Urbana

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Sun Jan  8 20:14:30 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Sun Jan  8 20:10:40 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Middlefork Bald Eagle

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV163B6A1A0147D51EF77967C6220@phx.gbl>

My husband and I drove to the Middlefork County Forest Preserve north of Penfield late this morning. We were driving west on 3500N to go to the Waterfowl area.  There is a house on the north side of 3500N at 2656E which has an old falling down barn along with a couple of small storage buildings at the back of the property.  Sitting in the top of an old tree next to one of the small buildings in the middle of the field was an adult BALD EAGLE!  I thought that was unusual place to see one.  If the eagle I saw last weekend at the Vermillion County Wetlands Boardwalk flew diagonally to where I saw it today, it would have covered approximately 24-25 miles.  Could that possibly be the same Eagle?  Seems like it would be a different Eagle.

Being so warm out today I guess I thought there should be lots of birds flitting about.  But it was quiet.  Only others were: CANADA GOOSE (100's) MALLARD, KESTREL, CROW, RED-TAILED HAWK, BLUE JAY, RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER, CARDINAL, FLICKER, TREE SPARROW AND WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCH.   

Saw at least 30 DEER and saw one deer skeleton in the river corridor.  The skull was attached to a complete spinal column with ribcage and pelvis.  One leg was also attached.  Nearby was a large circular area, at least 5 ft. wide, of deer hair/fur.  Wondered why it was in such a near perfect circle instead of spread around.

Charlene Anchor   

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Mon Jan  9 02:07:34 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Mon Jan  9 02:19:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Another good bird ID book (No sightings)

In-Reply-To: <BAY102-DAV163B6A1A0147D51EF77967C6220@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601090203140.27335-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

One book that I like is "Bird Tracks & Sign; a guide to North American 

species" by Mark Elbroch and Eleanor Marks.

This has a lot of color plates showing scat, feathers, bones, etc. for 

identification of birds.

Hope this helps to increase the enjoyment of birds. :)

Jim Hoyt

Champaign Il.

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Jan  9 09:07:54 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Jan  9 09:16:45 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90718A290@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Large, dark Falcon flying over new Walgreens at University and

Cunningham/Vine Sunday morning about 10AM.

Coopers Hawk in my backyard about 3 PM...flying low & perched low in

trees at back of yard...

Bob Vaiden  :-)

-------------- next part --------------
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From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Mon Jan  9 10:42:46 2006

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Mon Jan  9 11:29:53 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Jan 7

Message-ID: <9c412a57.7800b92b.81ac400@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

Hi Birders,

Walking with my wife and children Saturday at Meadowbrook we 

saw an IMMATURE NORTHERN GOSHAWK in the very southeast corner 

of the restored prairie. (Well, my wife spotted it and called 

me over.) It was close to the paved path, maybe 30 ft from 

us. 

It sat low in some small trees, then flew down and chased 

after something in the tall grass, which we couldn't see and 

it didn't catch.  The bird took off from there to sit in 

another small tree farther off.

This bird, which I saw on the CBC with Greg Lambeth and Steve 

Bailey, has prominent white speckles on its back and four 

visible tail bands, which are slightly uneven.  The 

supercilium, which I was looking for to be white, doesn't 

really seem that light to me.  

I forgot to look for whether the entire front of the bird is 

streaked with brown, but I'm thinking that's another thing to 

distinguish from Cooper's given in *Hawks in Flight.*

Rob Kanter 

rkanter@uiuc.edu

From bprice at pdnt.com  Mon Jan  9 11:32:07 2006

From: bprice at pdnt.com (Brock Price)

Date: Mon Jan  9 12:35:11 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <001d01c61542$9e166350$9f41fa3f@YOURCD7BB1D575>

Highlights of a drive around Homer Lake:

N. Flicker 

Robin 

R.B. Woodpecker

Belted Kingfisher

*Yellow-rumped Warbler

Actually pretty slow out there - they were cleaning and filling their feeders so didn't get anything at that spot.

For those of you who haven't been there for awhile - large tracts of the surrounding area in the park, plus Collin's Pond are getting a much needed facelift.  The county is removing large quanities of invasive plants, with plans to restore the areas to original prairie, wetlands and hardwood forest - looks bad now but should be nice a few years from now.

Brock

-------------- next part --------------
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Jan  9 14:52:47 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Jan  9 16:49:59 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Harlequin duck at Lake Decatur; Clinton Lake notes

Message-ID: <20060109205247.36080.qmail@web60124.mail.yahoo.com>

The HARLEQUIN DUCK reported by a number of observers

is still at Lake Decatur, around the boat docks at

Lakeside Park.  The bird was no more than 40 feet from

where I parked, so I could observed it easily from my

van.  To make things more pleasant, a SHARP-SHINNED

HAWK was perched in the tree above my van, and a

female AMERICAN KESTREL on the wires where 22nd Street

becomes Lakeshore Drive.  A nice place to observe

birds!

There was relatively little activity at Clinton Lake

except for a lot of Ring-billed Gulls.  There was a

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD at the entrance to the West Side

boat ramp, just west of the first set of power lines. 

Other than American Coots and Mallards, not much else.

 (Although I ran out of time before I could scope the

rafts of ducks northeast of the north end of the

DeWitt bridge, just off the warm water discharge canal

outlet).

Roger Digges

__________________________________________ 

Yahoo! DSL ? Something to write home about. 

Just $16.99/mo. or less. 

dsl.yahoo.com 

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Jan  9 18:10:34 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Jan  9 20:16:24 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Krider's Hawk

Message-ID: <20060110001034.25168.qmail@web60111.mail.yahoo.com>

Forgot to mention in my last e-mail about the

Harlequin Duck (which doesn't seem to have posted yet)

that on the way to Decatur I saw what appeared to be a

Krider's Hawk along I-72 at milepost 150.  White head

and white underparts with no belly band,a reddish

tinge to the tail and dark upper parts.

Roger Digges   

__________________________________________ 

Yahoo! DSL ? Something to write home about. 

Just $16.99/mo. or less. 

dsl.yahoo.com 

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Mon Jan  9 20:30:42 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Mon Jan  9 22:31:15 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Jan 7

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV7178F0F7FF8BB24E6FC7EC6250@phx.gbl>

I've had the same problem with the immature Goshawks in flight and when perched up high as you and Helen describe.  It's hard to see the white eyestripe that the guides describe as a field mark.  I think it's because in an adult the white stripe is next to the dark gray. It would make the stripe more visible and "jump" out even at a distance.  In the immature Goshawk the stripe is next to a duller "brownish" color. I mention this because when I saw the immature goshawk in the Forestry up so close I was surprised that the eyestripe stood out so clearly.  There was no reflected light and I could see it directly.

Both the immature Cooper's and the immature Goshawk would have the same brown vertical streaking on the breast.  For me the best way in flight to determine the difference is that the Goshawk is a heavier bird and not as streamlined as either the Sharp-shinned or the Cooper's.  The last time I saw it, the first impression that I got was of a buteo. But then I realized that was not right.   

There are others on Birdnotes who could talk about hawks much better.  My first reaction to most of them is a sense of panic because I think I'm not going to be able to ID them.  Then I have to calm down and look closely.   Hawks take lots of practice and they are confusing, at least to me.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Rob Kanter

Sent: Monday, January 09, 2006 11:34 AM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Jan 7

Hi Birders,

Walking with my wife and children Saturday at Meadowbrook we  

saw an IMMATURE NORTHERN GOSHAWK in the very southeast corner  

of the restored prairie. (Well, my wife spotted it and called  

me over.) It was close to the paved path, maybe 30 ft from  

us.  

It sat low in some small trees, then flew down and chased  

after something in the tall grass, which we couldn't see and  

it didn't catch.  The bird took off from there to sit in  

another small tree farther off.

This bird, which I saw on the CBC with Greg Lambeth and Steve  

Bailey, has prominent white speckles on its back and four  

visible tail bands, which are slightly uneven.  The  

supercilium, which I was looking for to be white, doesn't  

really seem that light to me.   

I forgot to look for whether the entire front of the bird is  

streaked with brown, but I'm thinking that's another thing to  

distinguish from Cooper's given in *Hawks in Flight.*

Rob Kanter  

rkanter@uiuc.edu

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Tue Jan 10 08:33:26 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Tue Jan 10 08:27:19 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] NO SIGHTINGS: singing birds

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV16164B1AEF16359FFBC2ACC6250@phx.gbl>

David Enstrom mentioned the Cardinals beginning to sing.....Yesterday morning as I was putting out birdseed I heard a Cardinal sing.  He was singing weakly but singing nevertheless.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060110/b7e47af0/attachment.htm

From spendelo at uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 10 12:46:44 2006

From: spendelo at uiuc.edu (spendelo@uiuc.edu)

Date: Tue Jan 10 12:46:52 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Message-ID: <523ad9e6.788f01ea.8babe00@expms5.cites.uiuc.edu>

Just about five minutes ago, while I was walking by the 

south side of the Foreign Language Bulding (SE corner of 

UIUC main quad), a Peregrine Falcon flew overhead, NE to SW, 

at an altitude of about 50 feet.

Godd birding,

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 10 14:22:58 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Tue Jan 10 14:27:15 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Eagle Count (there WILL be sightings!)

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20060110141624.01b72418@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

This is a reminder of the eagle count Saturday, Jan.14.  We meet 8 am at 

the Anita Purves Nature Center parking lot, drive over to Havana, count 

birds along the river & backwater lakes from Havana to Beardstown.  (We go 

down river on one side, come back up the other.)  How many eagles we see 

varies from year to year but we always see some.  Bring scopes if you have 

them--we'll share, but it's always nice if there aren't too many people per 

scope.  Of course, we always hope to see other interesting birds as 

well.  Please let me know if you plan to come.



--Helen Parker

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Jan 10 14:51:09 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Jan 10 14:51:12 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C51B@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Quick question...how do pigeons behave when there's a Peregrine around?

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

spendelo@uiuc.edu

Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 12:47 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Just about five minutes ago, while I was walking by the 

south side of the Foreign Language Bulding (SE corner of 

UIUC main quad), a Peregrine Falcon flew overhead, NE to SW, 

at an altitude of about 50 feet.

Godd birding,

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From spendelo at uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 10 17:55:33 2006

From: spendelo at uiuc.edu (Jacob Spendelow)

Date: Tue Jan 10 18:00:59 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine sighting #2

In-Reply-To: <523ad9e6.788f01ea.8babe00@expms5.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <523ad9e6.788f01ea.8babe00@expms5.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <6.0.0.22.2.20060110174509.02ef7cd8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

At 5 PM, while walking west across the main quad to catch my bus in front 

of the bookstore, the Peregrine Falcon flew by again!  This time it came 

within thirty feet of me, at an altitude of no more than fifteen 

feet.  Quite an exciting day on the quad!

I am curious as to how many Peregrines are in town.  I remember that there 

was at least one other sighting around the quad recently - Greg had one 

near Green and Wright - but there have also been quite a few Peregrine 

sightings in and around the south farms this winter.  It seems likely to me 

that these two clusters of sightings represent two different birds.

Good birding,

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign

At 12:46 PM 1-10-2006, spendelo@uiuc.edu wrote:

>Just about five minutes ago, while I was walking by the

>south side of the Foreign Language Bulding (SE corner of

>UIUC main quad), a Peregrine Falcon flew overhead, NE to SW,

>at an altitude of about 50 feet.

>

>Godd birding,

>Jacob Spendelow

>Champaign

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From spendelo at uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 10 17:59:18 2006

From: spendelo at uiuc.edu (Jacob Spendelow)

Date: Tue Jan 10 18:06:19 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C51B@pbmail.ui.uillinois .edu>

References: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C51B@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <6.0.0.22.2.20060110175551.01ed0a28@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

They try not to get eaten!

My first Peregrine sighting today was preceded by two Rock Pigeons flying 

away at high speed, though the falcon was flying slowly and was obviously 

not in pursuit.

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign

At 02:51 PM 1-10-2006, Sloan, Bernie wrote:

>Quick question...how do pigeons behave when there's a Peregrine around?

>

>-----Original Message-----

>From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

>[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

>spendelo@uiuc.edu

>Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 12:47 PM

>To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

>

>Just about five minutes ago, while I was walking by the

>south side of the Foreign Language Bulding (SE corner of

>UIUC main quad), a Peregrine Falcon flew overhead, NE to SW,

>at an altitude of about 50 feet.

>

>Godd birding,

>Jacob Spendelow

>Champaign

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Tue Jan 10 18:44:54 2006

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Tue Jan 10 19:07:42 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Forestry LongEars

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20060110100017.02759048@mail.kspei.com>

Hello Birdnoters, I made a very quick sortee out to forestry at lunch 

yesterday, Monday.  The main reason I ran out there was that I had been 

reading all the emails about the owls at forestry, and most people just 

reported one LONG-EARED OWL.  Originally there had been two.  There does 

remain TWO LEOWs in the cedars, although they were not both together.  The 

ground is covered in their pellets and berries of the cedars.  Also, seen 

in the large trees just south of the parking lot were 2 BROWN 

CREEPERS.  Fresh remains of a rabbit seen, just guts and scattered 

fur.  The squirrels were very active and noisy.  Rhetta Jack, Springfield, 

IL (in Champaign Monday)

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Jan 10 20:49:29 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Jan 10 21:06:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C56B@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Jacob (and Birdnoters),

The reason that I asked this question is because this afternoon I

observed a flock of pigeons flying around at a relatively high altitude

and a higher than normal speed for a very long time (more than an hour)

this afternoon. My office faces south across Green Street, just a half

block west of Wright Street. The pigeons were probably circling over the

Quad to the east and Johnstowne Centre to the west, and seemed very

agitated...

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Jacob

Spendelow

Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 5:59 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

They try not to get eaten!

My first Peregrine sighting today was preceded by two Rock Pigeons

flying 

away at high speed, though the falcon was flying slowly and was

obviously 

not in pursuit.

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign

At 02:51 PM 1-10-2006, Sloan, Bernie wrote:

>Quick question...how do pigeons behave when there's a Peregrine around?

>

>-----Original Message-----

>From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

>[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

>spendelo@uiuc.edu

>Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 12:47 PM

>To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

>

>Just about five minutes ago, while I was walking by the

>south side of the Foreign Language Bulding (SE corner of

>UIUC main quad), a Peregrine Falcon flew overhead, NE to SW,

>at an altitude of about 50 feet.

>

>Godd birding,

>Jacob Spendelow

>Champaign

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Jan 11 00:36:34 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Jan 11 00:30:27 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV113C26460C12BFBF9F0CF5C6240@phx.gbl>

Since an immature Peregrine has been sighted, if an adult was seen then we would know if there were more than one.  Anyone seeing an adult?

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: spendelo@uiuc.edu

Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 7:50 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Just about five minutes ago, while I was walking by the  

south side of the Foreign Language Bulding (SE corner of  

UIUC main quad), a Peregrine Falcon flew overhead, NE to SW,  

at an altitude of about 50 feet.

Godd birding,

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Jan 11 00:47:01 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Jan 11 00:40:55 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV4EE131CD83F7DDE34FBFCC6240@phx.gbl>

Others have also commented on the pigeons flying around agitated.  I don't live far from downtown Champaign where there are large numbers of pigeons flying around. I think at this time of year they spend more time flying around in flocks together.  How does one tell if they are agitated?  I really don't know.

>From downtown Champaign today I saw a large raptor sitting high on Channel 3's towers but I couldn't tell what it was.  By the time I went back to my car to get my binoculars and returned, it had just taken off behind enough buildings that I couldn't follow it very well.  I only noticed it because crows where screaming at it! There was hardly a pigeon around at the time.  Maybe they were laying low?

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 9:07 PM

To: Jacob Spendelow; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

Jacob (and Birdnoters),

The reason that I asked this question is because this afternoon I

observed a flock of pigeons flying around at a relatively high altitude

and a higher than normal speed for a very long time (more than an hour)

this afternoon. My office faces south across Green Street, just a half

block west of Wright Street. The pigeons were probably circling over the

Quad to the east and Johnstowne Centre to the west, and seemed very

agitated...

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Jacob

Spendelow

Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 5:59 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

They try not to get eaten!

My first Peregrine sighting today was preceded by two Rock Pigeons

flying  

away at high speed, though the falcon was flying slowly and was

obviously  

not in pursuit.

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign

At 02:51 PM 1-10-2006, Sloan, Bernie wrote:

>Quick question...how do pigeons behave when there's a Peregrine around?

>

>-----Original Message-----

>From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

>[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

>spendelo@uiuc.edu

>Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 12:47 PM

>To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

>

>Just about five minutes ago, while I was walking by the

>south side of the Foreign Language Bulding (SE corner of

>UIUC main quad), a Peregrine Falcon flew overhead, NE to SW,

>at an altitude of about 50 feet.

>

>Godd birding,

>Jacob Spendelow

>Champaign

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Wed Jan 11 02:34:50 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Wed Jan 11 03:13:16 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

In-Reply-To: <6.0.0.22.2.20060110175551.01ed0a28@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601110231090.16754-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

This reminds me that there was a small flock of rock pidgeons flying 

around the North Prospect/1-74 interchange.

These are probably some of the prey that Saturday's peregrine dines on.

Also seen were 9 startlings and a dove on a wire near China Buffet.

Jim :)

On Tue, 10 Jan 2006, Jacob Spendelow wrote:

> They try not to get eaten!

> My first Peregrine sighting today was preceded by two Rock Pigeons flying 

> away at high speed, though the falcon was flying slowly and was obviously 

> not in pursuit.

> Jacob Spendelow

> Champaign

> 

> At 02:51 PM 1-10-2006, Sloan, Bernie wrote:

> >Quick question...how do pigeons behave when there's a Peregrine around?

> >

> >-----Original Message-----

> >From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> >[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

> >spendelo@uiuc.edu

> >Sent: Tuesday, January 10, 2006 12:47 PM

> >To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> >Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon

> >

> >Just about five minutes ago, while I was walking by the

> >south side of the Foreign Language Bulding (SE corner of

> >UIUC main quad), a Peregrine Falcon flew overhead, NE to SW,

> >at an altitude of about 50 feet.

> >

> >Godd birding,

> >Jacob Spendelow

> >Champaign

> >_______________________________________________

> >Birdnotes mailing list

> >Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> >https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Wed Jan 11 02:39:52 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Wed Jan 11 03:16:13 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] bird humor (no sightings)

In-Reply-To: <6.0.0.22.2.20060110175551.01ed0a28@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601110235040.16754-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

I overheard the dove telling the startlings to "enjoy your resting place, 

on the power line, since everything is going wireless..."

Maybe that is why he was mourning...

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Jan 11 11:04:05 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Jan 11 10:58:12 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urban Red-tailed Hawks?

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV167C837B982463E1B11DA3C6240@phx.gbl>

This morning on Hill St. in the first block west of State St, a very large immature RED-TAILED HAWK (as far as I could tell :-)) flew up from the sidewalk and landed in a tree on the corner of Hill and Prairie.  I was surprised and startled to say the least!  I got my binoculars and started to watch when she left the tree and flew down the ally, heading towards downtown Champaign.  I drove down the alley but didn't see her.  It makes me think that the hawk I saw yesterday from downtown could have been the same bird.  From what I noticed yesterday, it would have been similar in size and coloration. When it took off yesterday it didn't appear to be shaped like a falcon but I didn't get a very good look and I didn't want to be guessing .... anymore than usual that is!  Recently I've had 3 sightings of Red-tails either in my yard or on my street in front of my house...an Urban Red-tail?

Could they be moving into town similar to the Cooper's?  Would they do that? Our town has been expanding outwards and I would guess taking over some of their previous habitat.  There are certainly enough squirrels around for them to feed.  Maybe they could reduce our squirrel population?  

Also I didn't post this earlier, but Monday while doing errands, I saw 4 different Red-tails, one after the other, from the north side of the bee-keeping area on Windsor and Lincoln up to the east side of Neil St. (across from the Erickson Chiro Clinic), just south of Windsor.  I definitely am seeing more Red-tails this year, in and near town.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From cerb at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan 11 11:33:48 2006

From: cerb at uiuc.edu (christopher erb)

Date: Wed Jan 11 11:33:51 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urban Red-tailed Hawks?

Message-ID: <6f22628d.790c440d.824f900@expms3.cites.uiuc.edu>

Charlene and Others,

I do think we have "urban" Red-tailed Hawks in town.  In my

neighborhood on East Washington in Urbana (between Vine and

Philo) I regularly see a Red-tailed, and yesterday I saw it

carry away a squirrel part to a large tree in the

neighborhood.  And on Monday I watched two American Crows mob

a Red-tailed Hawk in a tree on the east side of campus near

McKinley Health Center.

You also mentioned Cooper's Hawks in town.  Several times in

the past week I have seen a male Cooper's Hawk (once I watched

it dive bomb a group of House Sparrows) near the north-west

corner of the Urbana High School Campus.  And also on Monday,

I saw a Sharp-shinned Hawk near campus at the corner of

Lincoln and Nevada avenues.

These species all seem to live very comfortably in the older,

treed neighborhoods where they find cover and prey.

Happy Birding,

Chris Erb

---- Original message ----

>Date: Wed, 11 Jan 2006 11:04:05 -0600

>From: "charlene anchor" <charleneanchor@msn.com>  

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Urban Red-tailed Hawks?  

>To: <Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

>

>   This morning on Hill St. in the first block west of

>   State St, a very large immature RED-TAILED HAWK (as

>   far as I could tell :-)) flew up from the sidewalk

>   and landed in a tree on the corner of Hill and

>   Prairie.  I was surprised and startled to say the

>   least!  I got my binoculars and started to watch

>   when she left the tree and flew down the ally,

>   heading towards downtown Champaign.  I drove down

>   the alley but didn't see her.  It makes me think

>   that the hawk I saw yesterday from downtown could

>   have been the same bird.  From what I noticed

>   yesterday, it would have been similar in size and

>   coloration. When it took off yesterday it didn't

>   appear to be shaped like a falcon but I didn't get a

>   very good look and I didn't want to be guessing ....

>   anymore than usual that is!  Recently I've had 3

>   sightings of Red-tails either in my yard or on my

>   street in front of my house....an Urban Red-tail?

>    

>   Could they be moving into town similar to the

>   Cooper's?  Would they do that? Our town has been

>   expanding outwards and I would guess taking over

>   some of their previous habitat.  There are certainly

>   enough squirrels around for them to feed.  Maybe

>   they could reduce our squirrel population?

>    

>   Also I didn't post this earlier, but Monday while

>   doing errands, I saw 4 different Red-tails, one

>   after the other, from the north side of the

>   bee-keeping area on Windsor and Lincoln up to the

>   east side of Neil St. (across from the Erickson

>   Chiro Clinic), just south of Windsor.  I

>   definitely am seeing more Red-tails this year, in

>   and near town.

>    

>   Charlene Anchor

>________________

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan 11 11:43:32 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan 11 11:43:36 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urban Red-tailed Hawks?

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C5F0@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I occasionally see Red Tails in my neighborhood (near Colorado and

Anderson in southeast Urbana), and see Coopers fairly often.

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of christopher

erb

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 11:34 AM

To: charlene anchor; Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Urban Red-tailed Hawks?

Charlene and Others,

I do think we have "urban" Red-tailed Hawks in town.  In my

neighborhood on East Washington in Urbana (between Vine and

Philo) I regularly see a Red-tailed, and yesterday I saw it

carry away a squirrel part to a large tree in the

neighborhood.  And on Monday I watched two American Crows mob

a Red-tailed Hawk in a tree on the east side of campus near

McKinley Health Center.

You also mentioned Cooper's Hawks in town.  Several times in

the past week I have seen a male Cooper's Hawk (once I watched

it dive bomb a group of House Sparrows) near the north-west

corner of the Urbana High School Campus.  And also on Monday,

I saw a Sharp-shinned Hawk near campus at the corner of

Lincoln and Nevada avenues.

These species all seem to live very comfortably in the older,

treed neighborhoods where they find cover and prey.

Happy Birding,

Chris Erb

---- Original message ----

>Date: Wed, 11 Jan 2006 11:04:05 -0600

>From: "charlene anchor" <charleneanchor@msn.com>  

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Urban Red-tailed Hawks?  

>To: <Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

>

>   This morning on Hill St. in the first block west of

>   State St, a very large immature RED-TAILED HAWK (as

>   far as I could tell :-)) flew up from the sidewalk

>   and landed in a tree on the corner of Hill and

>   Prairie.  I was surprised and startled to say the

>   least!  I got my binoculars and started to watch

>   when she left the tree and flew down the ally,

>   heading towards downtown Champaign.  I drove down

>   the alley but didn't see her.  It makes me think

>   that the hawk I saw yesterday from downtown could

>   have been the same bird.  From what I noticed

>   yesterday, it would have been similar in size and

>   coloration. When it took off yesterday it didn't

>   appear to be shaped like a falcon but I didn't get a

>   very good look and I didn't want to be guessing ....

>   anymore than usual that is!  Recently I've had 3

>   sightings of Red-tails either in my yard or on my

>   street in front of my house....an Urban Red-tail?

>    

>   Could they be moving into town similar to the

>   Cooper's?  Would they do that? Our town has been

>   expanding outwards and I would guess taking over

>   some of their previous habitat.  There are certainly

>   enough squirrels around for them to feed.  Maybe

>   they could reduce our squirrel population?

>    

>   Also I didn't post this earlier, but Monday while

>   doing errands, I saw 4 different Red-tails, one

>   after the other, from the north side of the

>   bee-keeping area on Windsor and Lincoln up to the

>   east side of Neil St. (across from the Erickson

>   Chiro Clinic), just south of Windsor.  I

>   definitely am seeing more Red-tails this year, in

>   and near town.

>    

>   Charlene Anchor

>________________

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Jan 11 12:12:16 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Jan 11 12:06:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] NO SIGHTINGS: Urban Red-tailed Hawks?

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV149906FC8D42DFA416132FC6240@phx.gbl>

Chris and others,

I was also thinking in terms of the Red-tails possibly nesting in town and not just visiting for prey.  Years ago I was more familiar with my neighborhood as I walked my dogs twice a day. Now I just zoom down the streets in my car!  It may be worth while for me to take some walks and see what is really/possibly going on in this new age.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: christopher erb

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 11:34 AM

To: charlene anchor; Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Urban Red-tailed Hawks?

Charlene and Others,

I do think we have "urban" Red-tailed Hawks in town.  In my

neighborhood on East Washington in Urbana (between Vine and

Philo) I regularly see a Red-tailed, and yesterday I saw it

carry away a squirrel part to a large tree in the

neighborhood.  And on Monday I watched two American Crows mob

a Red-tailed Hawk in a tree on the east side of campus near

McKinley Health Center.

You also mentioned Cooper's Hawks in town.  Several times in

the past week I have seen a male Cooper's Hawk (once I watched

it dive bomb a group of House Sparrows) near the north-west

corner of the Urbana High School Campus.  And also on Monday,

I saw a Sharp-shinned Hawk near campus at the corner of

Lincoln and Nevada avenues.

These species all seem to live very comfortably in the older,

treed neighborhoods where they find cover and prey.

Happy Birding,

Chris Erb

---- Original message ----

>Date: Wed, 11 Jan 2006 11:04:05 -0600

>From: "charlene anchor" <charleneanchor@msn.com>   

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Urban Red-tailed Hawks?   

>To: <Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

>

>   This morning on Hill St. in the first block west of

>   State St, a very large immature RED-TAILED HAWK (as

>   far as I could tell :-)) flew up from the sidewalk

>   and landed in a tree on the corner of Hill and

>   Prairie.  I was surprised and startled to say the

>   least!  I got my binoculars and started to watch

>   when she left the tree and flew down the ally,

>   heading towards downtown Champaign.  I drove down

>   the alley but didn't see her.  It makes me think

>   that the hawk I saw yesterday from downtown could

>   have been the same bird.  From what I noticed

>   yesterday, it would have been similar in size and

>   coloration. When it took off yesterday it didn't

>   appear to be shaped like a falcon but I didn't get a

>   very good look and I didn't want to be guessing ....

>   anymore than usual that is!  Recently I've had 3

>   sightings of Red-tails either in my yard or on my

>   street in front of my house....an Urban Red-tail?

>     

>   Could they be moving into town similar to the

>   Cooper's?  Would they do that? Our town has been

>   expanding outwards and I would guess taking over

>   some of their previous habitat.  There are certainly

>   enough squirrels around for them to feed.  Maybe

>   they could reduce our squirrel population?

>     

>   Also I didn't post this earlier, but Monday while

>   doing errands, I saw 4 different Red-tails, one

>   after the other, from the north side of the

>   bee-keeping area on Windsor and Lincoln up to the

>   east side of Neil St. (across from the Erickson

>   Chiro Clinic), just south of Windsor.  I

>   definitely am seeing more Red-tails this year, in

>   and near town.

>     

>   Charlene Anchor

>________________

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Wed Jan 11 21:05:44 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Wed Jan 11 21:05:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urban Red-tailed Hawks?

In-Reply-To: <6f22628d.790c440d.824f900@expms3.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601112100360.25444-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

This wouldn't be the first sighting of a Red Tail Hawk near downtown 

Urbana.

About 5 years ago I had a bird feeder at Race and Illinois for some senoir 

citizens to enjoy.

One day I stopped by to refill the feeder and one kindly older lady 

approached me to let me know that they had chased away that "Darned Old 

CHicken Hawk" that was catching sparrows.

I was happy to hear about the hawk but couldn't get the sweet lady to 

understand that the RTH had a place in the scheme of things too.

Old predjudices die HARD!

Jim 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan 11 21:08:03 2006

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Wed Jan 11 21:08:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hawk/Owl confrontation

Message-ID: <a554d981.79421503.8198500@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

All,

As I left the Nature Center just at sunset, I heard an agitated Cooper's 

Hawk. I spotted him perched in the big cottonwood  between the Saline 

Branch and the parking lot. Then I saw why he was agitated. Perched in 

the same tree was a Great Horned Owl. The hawk kept diving at the owl 

who ignored him. Finally having had enough harrassment, the owl took off 

after the hawk. Both circled back to the tree again. eventually the hawk 

gave up and flew off.  It has been a while since a Great Horned was seen 

in Busey. Maybe a new comer has moved back in.

Beth

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

From malessi2 at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan 11 21:52:07 2006

From: malessi2 at uiuc.edu (Mark Alessi)

Date: Wed Jan 11 21:52:19 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Another Peregrine

Message-ID: <001f01c6172b$8f4d05a0$6401a8c0@uofitz4vkt31s9>

  Birders,

          I saw another Peregrine today on Curtis Rd. which seemed to be

smaller than the first one I saw last week.  

Happy Birding,

Mark Alessi

-------------- next part --------------
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan 11 22:10:47 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Wed Jan 11 22:11:40 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20060111220324.01c555f8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

This afternoon at about 4:15 I got a phone call from Jeff Courson, saying 

there was an adult red-shoulder perched on a fence post in a field across 

the street (S. First) from the U of I Credit Union.  He thought there was 

also an immature in the area, if I understood him correctly.  I grabbed dog 

(who needed to be walked), binoculars, and camera;  walked dog very briefly 

then drove over to see the hawk.  Saw & photographed the adult (too far 

away for a GOOD photo but recognizable):  what a beautiful bird!  Very red, 

not just on the shoulders--definitely looked like the "eastern" form in the 

books.  No sign of another, though.


I then took the dog and went to the forestry on the theory that it was 

sunset & the owls might be moving around, but saw no sign of them.  WHERE 

in the forestry are these owls that others have been seeing??  Not where I 

look, that's for sure.



--H.Parker

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan 11 22:22:13 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan 11 22:28:02 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C699@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Birdnoters,

I'd like to echo Helen Parker's question:

"WHERE in the Forestry are these owls that others have been seeing??"

I've asked the same question a couple of times on the Birdnotes list and

have never heard back from anyone.

Thanks!

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Helen

Parker

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 10:11 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk

This afternoon at about 4:15 I got a phone call from Jeff Courson,

saying 

there was an adult red-shoulder perched on a fence post in a field

across 

the street (S. First) from the U of I Credit Union.  He thought there

was 

also an immature in the area, if I understood him correctly.  I grabbed

dog 

(who needed to be walked), binoculars, and camera;  walked dog very

briefly 

then drove over to see the hawk.  Saw & photographed the adult (too far 

away for a GOOD photo but recognizable):  what a beautiful bird!  Very

red, 

not just on the shoulders--definitely looked like the "eastern" form in

the 

books.  No sign of another, though.


I then took the dog and went to the forestry on the theory that

it was 

sunset & the owls might be moving around, but saw no sign of them.

WHERE 

in the forestry are these owls that others have been seeing??  Not where

I 

look, that's for sure.



--H.Parker

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From Frank21 at insightbb.com  Wed Jan 11 22:35:20 2006

From: Frank21 at insightbb.com (Frank)

Date: Wed Jan 11 22:42:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk

References: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C699@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <000601c61731$992b5cb0$6801a8c0@BLACKDELL>

Across Race street from Meadowbrook Park

Frank

----- Original Message ----- 

From: "Sloan, Bernie" <bernies@uillinois.edu>

To: "Helen Parker" <h-parker@uiuc.edu>; <Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 10:22 PM

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk

Birdnoters,

I'd like to echo Helen Parker's question:

"WHERE in the Forestry are these owls that others have been seeing??"

I've asked the same question a couple of times on the Birdnotes list and

have never heard back from anyone.

Thanks!

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Helen

Parker

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 10:11 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk

This afternoon at about 4:15 I got a phone call from Jeff Courson,

saying 

there was an adult red-shoulder perched on a fence post in a field

across 

the street (S. First) from the U of I Credit Union.  He thought there

was 

also an immature in the area, if I understood him correctly.  I grabbed

dog 

(who needed to be walked), binoculars, and camera;  walked dog very

briefly 

then drove over to see the hawk.  Saw & photographed the adult (too far 

away for a GOOD photo but recognizable):  what a beautiful bird!  Very

red, 

not just on the shoulders--definitely looked like the "eastern" form in

the 

books.  No sign of another, though.

I then took the dog and went to the forestry on the theory that

it was 

sunset & the owls might be moving around, but saw no sign of them.

WHERE 

in the forestry are these owls that others have been seeing??  Not where

I 

look, that's for sure.

--H.Parker

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan 11 22:44:11 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan 11 22:47:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C69C@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I don't think Helen's question is "Where is Forestry"? 

I think her question is "Where IN forestry do people see the owls?"

I think Helen knows where the forestry grove is. I do too. I'm just not

sure where to look in Forestry for the owls...

Bernie

-----Original Message-----

From: Frank [mailto:Frank21@insightbb.com] 

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 10:35 PM

To: Sloan, Bernie; Helen Parker; Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk

Across Race street from Meadowbrook Park

Frank

----- Original Message ----- 

From: "Sloan, Bernie" <bernies@uillinois.edu>

To: "Helen Parker" <h-parker@uiuc.edu>; <Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 10:22 PM

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk

Birdnoters,

I'd like to echo Helen Parker's question:

"WHERE in the Forestry are these owls that others have been seeing??"

I've asked the same question a couple of times on the Birdnotes list and

have never heard back from anyone.

Thanks!

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Helen

Parker

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 10:11 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk

This afternoon at about 4:15 I got a phone call from Jeff Courson,

saying 

there was an adult red-shoulder perched on a fence post in a field

across 

the street (S. First) from the U of I Credit Union.  He thought there

was 

also an immature in the area, if I understood him correctly.  I grabbed

dog 

(who needed to be walked), binoculars, and camera;  walked dog very

briefly 

then drove over to see the hawk.  Saw & photographed the adult (too far 

away for a GOOD photo but recognizable):  what a beautiful bird!  Very

red, 

not just on the shoulders--definitely looked like the "eastern" form in

the 

books.  No sign of another, though.

I then took the dog and went to the forestry on the theory that

it was 

sunset & the owls might be moving around, but saw no sign of them.

WHERE 

in the forestry are these owls that others have been seeing??  Not where

I 

look, that's for sure.

--H.Parker
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan 11 22:47:35 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan 11 22:49:19 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys?

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C69D@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Has anyone seen the southeast Urbana turkeys recently??

Bernie Sloan

Senior Information Systems Consultant

Consortium of Academic & Research Libraries in Illinois

616 E. Green Street, Suite 213

Champaign, IL  61820-5752

Phone: (217) 333-4895

Fax:   (217) 265-0454

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Thu Jan 12 06:42:52 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Thu Jan 12 06:40:13 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV2A41B82185096F86C814DC6270@phx.gbl>

I have wondered if anyone on Birdnotes has been seeing them as well.  I was told yesterday by a friend that the turkeys were seen at some point on either Pleasant St or Drive (I don't know Urbana) and they were scaring a little girl ( a turkey can be taller than a small child!)  The woman had to "rescue" the little girl from the turkeys and walk with her.  The lady said the turkeys are not afraid of people.  The beginning of concerns or complaints about the turkeys?  I have no agenda here - just reporting the news!

Charlene Anchor

From: Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 10:49 PM

To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys?

Has anyone seen the southeast Urbana turkeys recently??

Bernie Sloan

Senior Information Systems Consultant

Consortium of Academic & Research Libraries in Illinois

616 E. Green Street, Suite 213

Champaign, IL  61820-5752

Phone: (217) 333-4895

Fax:   (217) 265-0454

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Jan 12 08:03:41 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Jan 12 08:03:51 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C6A5@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I think we need to take care with the terminology we use with this

issue...

The turkeys "were scaring a little girl" and a woman "had to 'rescue'

the little girl from the turkeys". That wording sort of implies

aggressive behavior on the part of the turkeys. Was that the case?

Or was it a case of the little girl simply being scared of the turkeys,

which is understandable...they do look a little spooky when you get

close to them...especially if, as in the case of a child, you don't know

what they are.

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: charlene anchor [mailto:charleneanchor@msn.com] 

Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2006 6:43 AM

To: Sloan, Bernie; Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

I have wondered if anyone on Birdnotes has been seeing them as well.  I

was told yesterday by a friend that the turkeys were seen at some point

on either Pleasant St or Drive (I don't know Urbana) and they were

scaring a little girl ( a turkey can be taller than a small child!)  The

woman had to "rescue" the little girl from the turkeys and walk with

her.  The lady said the turkeys are not afraid of people.  The beginning

of concerns or complaints about the turkeys?  I have no agenda here -

just reporting the news!

Charlene Anchor

From: Sloan, Bernie


Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 10:49 PM


To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys?


Has anyone seen the southeast Urbana turkeys recently??


Bernie Sloan


Senior Information Systems Consultant


Consortium of Academic & Research Libraries in Illinois


616 E. Green Street, Suite 213


Champaign, IL  61820-5752


Phone: (217) 333-4895


Fax:   (217) 265-0454


E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Thu Jan 12 09:16:03 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Thu Jan 12 09:31:43 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys-reply from P. Hubert (no sightings)

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20060112091432.01c737e0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I got the following message from Patrick Hubert, which is a major 

contribution to the turkey discussion:

Yesterday I was forwarded an inquiry on the Urbana turkeys from someone at 

the Natural History Survey ? I guess not everybody knows I?m gone yet. I?m 

still interested in the goings-on at home, and I saw your name was on one 

of the messages, so I thought I would send you an email. Since this group 

of turkeys showed up last spring/summer, I?ve been talking with Urbana Park 

District folks about how likely it is they are wild birds that moved to 

town. I am almost certain they are wild-type hatchery stock that someone 

raised and released. They were probably released near Meadowbrook or the 

forestry plantation and made their way to town. My Grandmother lives in 

Urbana and has seen people drive up and throw food out for them. So far I 

haven?t heard of any damage they?ve caused, but it is only a matter of time 

before they cause a car accident, begin roosting on someone?s house or car, 

tear up someone?s landscaping, etc. I enjoyed seeing them and hearing about 

them, but I knew the time would come when somebody would want them removed. 

Even if they are birds someone released, because they are wild-type, they 

become IDNR?s unfortunate responsibility. DNR would have to trap them or 

permit someone else, like animal control, to do it. These birds are tame 

enough they would probably be easy to catch in a walk-in trap. They would 

not be released into the wild due to disease risk, and if they were 

released, they probably wouldn?t last long. I?ve heard they?re not affected 

by barking dogs and probably wouldn?t have the instincts to avoid 

predators. In all likelihood they would have to be euthanized, unless 

someone with a permit to raise wild turkeys would take them. The 

appropriate DNR contact would be either Dan Newhouse or Daryl Coates in the 

Gibson City DNR office. I have the phone number but it is packed in a box 

somewhere ? either in Illinois or Ontario. Keep me informed of what 

happens. It?s sad when this sort of thing happens ? the turkeys found a 

good way to make a living, they just don?t have the social skills and 

manners to live in town.

-------------- next part --------------
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Jan 12 10:31:57 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Jan 12 10:32:06 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys-reply from P. Hubert (no sightings)

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C6D8@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I know some people on the list are probably getting tired of the turkey

talk...so I'll just make a few points and then shut up for awhile.

1.
I find it interesting that few people seem to believe that the

turkeys could be bona fide wild turkeys. There are wild turkeys in

Champaign County, right? Mark me down as one person who believes that

they just might actually be from "wild" stock.

2.
Patrick says "They were probably released near Meadowbrook or

the forestry plantation and made their way to town". The pictures from

July show a full grown hen and three very tiny poults, which leads me to

believe the poults weren't hatched in a hatchery. Does Patrick know it's

a family group?

3.
Has someone reported them as a problem to the NHS, or were they

just asking questions about them? 

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Helen

Parker

Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2006 9:16 AM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys-reply from P. Hubert (no sightings)

I got the following message from Patrick Hubert, which is a major

contribution to the turkey discussion:

Yesterday I was forwarded an inquiry on the Urbana turkeys from someone

at the Natural History Survey - I guess not everybody knows I'm gone

yet. I'm still interested in the goings-on at home, and I saw your name

was on one of the messages, so I thought I would send you an email.

Since this group of turkeys showed up last spring/summer, I've been

talking with Urbana Park District folks about how likely it is they are

wild birds that moved to town. I am almost certain they are wild-type

hatchery stock that someone raised and released. They were probably

released near Meadowbrook or the forestry plantation and made their way

to town. My Grandmother lives in Urbana and has seen people drive up and

throw food out for them. So far I haven't heard of any damage they've

caused, but it is only a matter of time before they cause a car

accident, begin roosting on someone's house or car, tear up someone's

landscaping, etc. I enjoyed seeing them and hearing about them, but I

knew the time would come when somebody would want them removed. Even if

they are birds someone released, because they are wild-type, they become

IDNR's unfortunate responsibility. DNR would have to trap them or permit

someone else, like animal control, to do it. These birds are tame enough

they would probably be easy to catch in a walk-in trap. They would not

be released into the wild due to disease risk, and if they were

released, they probably wouldn't last long. I've heard they're not

affected by barking dogs and probably wouldn't have the instincts to

avoid predators. In all likelihood they would have to be euthanized,

unless someone with a permit to raise wild turkeys would take them. The

appropriate DNR contact would be either Dan Newhouse or Daryl Coates in

the Gibson City DNR office. I have the phone number but it is packed in

a box somewhere - either in Illinois or Ontario. Keep me informed of

what happens. It's sad when this sort of thing happens - the turkeys

found a good way to make a living, they just don't have the social

skills and manners to live in town.

-------------- next part --------------
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Thu Jan 12 11:53:14 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Thu Jan 12 11:47:20 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV14530BE66B446581D2BFDFC6270@phx.gbl>

Sorry about the terminology.  I didn't mean to sound inflammatory. I was just repeating the way it was described to me.  I was told that the little child was "scared" by the turkey and the woman who helped the girl referred to it, as she was telling it to others, as "rescuing" her.   I don't know if the child was crying or what.  But she was scared and the woman had to then walk her to school as she was afraid.  (I could ask my friend if she knows any more details).

As far as how aggressive the turkey was, I don't know. If people don't know anything about turkeys, how they act and what to expect, that makes the situation even worse. They could interpret the situation differently from what it really is. Would a "neighborhood turkey education program" be appropriate?  I couldn't even get a few people on this list interested in learning more!  

Charlene

----- Original Message -----

From: Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2006 8:04 AM

To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

I think we need to take care with the terminology we use with this issue..

The turkeys ?were scaring a little girl? and a woman ?had to ?rescue? the little girl from the turkeys?. That wording sort of implies aggressive behavior on the part of the turkeys. Was that the case?

Or was it a case of the little girl simply being scared of the turkeys, which is understandable...they do look a little spooky when you get close to them...especially if, as in the case of a child, you don?t know what they are.

Bernie Sloan

From: charlene anchor [mailto:charleneanchor@msn.com]  

Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2006 6:43 AM

To: Sloan, Bernie; Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

I have wondered if anyone on Birdnotes has been seeing them as well.  I was told yesterday by a friend that the turkeys were seen at some point on either Pleasant St or Drive (I don't know Urbana) and they were scaring a little girl ( a turkey can be taller than a small child!)  The woman had to "rescue" the little girl from the turkeys and walk with her.  The lady said the turkeys are not afraid of people.  The beginning of concerns or complaints about the turkeys?  I have no agenda here - just reporting the news!

Charlene Anchor

From: Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 10:49 PM

To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys?

Has anyone seen the southeast Urbana turkeys recently??

Bernie Sloan

Senior Information Systems Consultant

Consortium of Academic & Research Libraries in Illinois

616 E. Green Street, Suite 213

Champaign, IL  61820-5752

Phone: (217) 333-4895

Fax:   (217) 265-0454

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Thu Jan 12 12:29:03 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Thu Jan 12 12:22:56 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fw: NO SIGHTINGS: Turkey clarification

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV2143E014149B0481EC7C4C6270@phx.gbl>

----- Original Message -----

From: charlene anchor

Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2006 12:24 PM

To: Birdnotes@llists.prairienet.org

Subject: NO SIGHTINGS: Turkey clarification

It just occurred to me that some people out there may think that I was the one who "forwarded an inquiry" to the NHS.  I didn't...I said I wouldn't, and so I didn't....BUT, I WANTED TO  :-))

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From Frank21 at insightbb.com  Thu Jan 12 13:16:15 2006

From: Frank21 at insightbb.com (Frank)

Date: Thu Jan 12 13:16:59 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys-reply from P. Hubert (no sightings)

References: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582C6D8@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <002d01c617ac$bdf917f0$6801a8c0@BLACKDELL>

I saw the the hen alone in spring and I was thinking then that she was looking for a nesting site.  This was on East Wahington.  I was tending to think theat it was a wild turkey since she was fertile.  However since she isn't afraid of dogs does that indicate she was not wild since wild turkeys would encounter coyotes?   Could it be that it was a single pet turkey that a person released in the wild and when she was ready to nest she come into town where she knew it was safe and there was red trucks?  Or the was simnply someones pet turkey who had other turkeys but did not have adequate nesting site and she went elsewhere.  If they are like chicken you don't need to pen them in.  The chicken coop is just for the chickens protection because they know where the food and safety of the chicken coop is.  Either that or a wild tom turkey found her in town.

Frank

-------------- next part --------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Jan 12 13:32:58 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Jan 12 13:33:04 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

In-Reply-To: <BAY102-DAV14530BE66B446581D2BFDFC6270@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601121316130.31314-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Bernie, and Charlene.

I enjoy your posts.

Most questions which about wildlife and birds that are addressed to our 

Master Gardener (County Extension) office relate to removal of "Problem" 

wildlife from someones home or yard.

Perceptions of people to birds and animals can get very 

complicated expecially when adults try to get an accurate description 

from children.

I remember one young man whose mother reported, in the 1970's that a large

bird had carried him off as he was walking to school from a public housing 

area. (fancy story to keep him out of trouble for playing hooky)

The distraught mother called the police and WAND TV.

Eventually someone called the Natural History Survey and the story died 

out.

As you might guess news was slow that summer.

I later saw the "documentation" on a Discovery Channel which purported to 

prove that large strange birds were roaming around Decatur Illinois and 

kidnapping small children.

So much for ethical scientific standards on cable tv.

Anyway.

Dave Shiley (Extension animal and bird guy) will be giving a talk about 

wildlife that is found in town.

This will be in the evening sometime in the next week or so.

To find out times call 333-7672,

He knows a lot about the perceptions of the general public concerning 

wildlife.

Jim Hoyt

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Thu Jan 12 15:09:51 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Thu Jan 12 15:09:54 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90718A295@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I suppose I should hang my pointy littl' head for sending this out, :(

but Jim's bogus "bird reports" just happened to coincide with a real

scientific report just released today:

____________________________________________________

Researcher: Early Man Was Hunted by Birds

A South African anthropologist said Thursday his research into the death

nearly 2 million years ago of an "ape-man" shows human ancestors were

hunted by birds.  Researchers had speculated the Taung child was killed

by a leopard or saber-toothed feline.  But 10 years ago, Berger and

fellow researcher Ron Clarke submitted the theory the hunter was a large

predatory bird, based on the fact most of the other fossils found at the

same site were small monkeys that showed signs of having been killed by

a predatory bird.  Berger and Clarke had until now been unable to show

damage on the child's skull that could have been done by a bird.

________________________________________________________

Ok...this was a couple of million years ago...but I'm a

Geologist/Paleontologist, and just couldn't resist :)

Bob

____________________________________________________________________

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of James Hoyt

Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2006 1:33 PM

Cc: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] RE: NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

Bernie, and Charlene.

I enjoy your posts.

Most questions which about wildlife and birds that are addressed to our 

Master Gardener (County Extension) office relate to removal of "Problem"

wildlife from someones home or yard.

Perceptions of people to birds and animals can get very 

complicated expecially when adults try to get an accurate description 

from children.

I remember one young man whose mother reported, in the 1970's that a

large

bird had carried him off as he was walking to school from a public

housing 

area. (fancy story to keep him out of trouble for playing hooky)

The distraught mother called the police and WAND TV.

Eventually someone called the Natural History Survey and the story died 

out.

As you might guess news was slow that summer.

I later saw the "documentation" on a Discovery Channel which purported

to 

prove that large strange birds were roaming around Decatur Illinois and 

kidnapping small children.

So much for ethical scientific standards on cable tv.

Anyway.

Dave Shiley (Extension animal and bird guy) will be giving a talk about 

wildlife that is found in town.

This will be in the evening sometime in the next week or so.

To find out times call 333-7672,

He knows a lot about the perceptions of the general public concerning 

wildlife.

Jim Hoyt

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

************************************************************************

*******

************************************************************************

*******

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife

Legacy"

************************************************************************

*******

************************************************************************

*******
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From bpalmore at egix.net  Thu Jan 12 15:58:22 2006

From: bpalmore at egix.net (Bland Palmore)

Date: Thu Jan 12 15:58:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

In-Reply-To: <BAY102-DAV14530BE66B446581D2BFDFC6270@phx.gbl>

References: <BAY102-DAV14530BE66B446581D2BFDFC6270@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <6.1.0.6.1.20060112154607.01a9cfb8@mail.egix.net>

I think we should take John Dunkelburger's offer to move these wonderful 

birds to his friend's farm.  There they would be safe and not be messed 

with by the Animal Control people or the police.   These two agencies need 

to be told that the Audubon Society is aware of the Turkey wanderings, that 

we have been discussing the most appropriate method for their survival.  I 

really feel we have to do something very soon, especially since someone's 

child was frightened.  What will Animal Control do?  Take them out in the 

country and let them go?  I hate to think of what would happen to 

them.  Bland Palmore, West Vermont, Urbana

At 11:53 AM 1/12/2006, charlene anchor wrote:

>Sorry about the terminology.  I didn't mean to sound inflammatory. I was 

>just repeating the way it was described to me.  I was told that the little 

>child was "scared" by the turkey and the woman who helped the girl 

>referred to it, as she was telling it to others, as "rescuing" her.   I 

>don't know if the child was crying or what.  But she was scared and the 

>woman had to then walk her to school as she was afraid.  (I could ask my 

>friend if she knows any more details).

>

>As far as how aggressive the turkey was, I don't know. If people don't 

>know anything about turkeys, how they act and what to expect, that makes 

>the situation even worse. They could interpret the situation differently 

>from what it really is. Would a "neighborhood turkey education program" be 

>appropriate?  I couldn't even get a few people on this list interested in 

>learning more!

>

>Charlene

>

>----- Original Message -----

>From: Sloan, Bernie

>Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2006 8:04 AM

>To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

>

><?xml:namespace prefix = o ns = "urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:office" />

>

>I think we need to take care with the terminology we use with this issue...

>

>

>

>The turkeys ???were scaring a little girl??? and a woman ???had to 

>???rescue??? the little girl from the turkeys???. That wording sort of 

>implies aggressive behavior on the part of the turkeys. Was that the case?

>

>

>

>Or was it a case of the little girl simply being scared of the turkeys, 

>which is understandable...they do look a little spooky when you get close 

>to them...especially if, as in the case of a child, you don???t know what 

>they are.

>

>

>

>Bernie Sloan

>

>

>

>From: charlene anchor [mailto:charleneanchor@msn.com]

>Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2006 6:43 AM

>To: <?xml:namespace prefix = st1 ns = 

>"urn:schemas-microsoft-com:office:smarttags" />Sloan, Bernie; 

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>Subject: NO SIGHTINGS: Where are turkeys?

>

>

>

>I have wondered if anyone on Birdnotes has been seeing them as well.  I 

>was told yesterday by a friend that the turkeys were seen at some point on 

>either Pleasant St or Drive (I don't know Urbana) and they were scaring a 

>little girl ( a turkey can be taller than a small child!)  The woman had 

>to "rescue" the little girl from the turkeys and walk with her.  The lady 

>said the turkeys are not afraid of people.  The beginning of concerns or 

>complaints about the turkeys?  I have no agenda here - just reporting the news!

>

>

>

>Charlene Anchor

>

>

>

>From: Sloan, Bernie

>

>Sent: Wednesday, January 11, 2006 10:49 PM

>

>To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys?

>

>

>

>Has anyone seen the southeast Urbana turkeys recently??

>

>Bernie Sloan

>Senior Information Systems Consultant

>Consortium of Academic & Research Libraries in Illinois

>616 E. Green Street, Suite 213

>Champaign, IL  61820-5752

>

>Phone: (217) 333-4895

>Fax:   (217) 265-0454

>E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Thu Jan 12 16:32:20 2006

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Thu Jan 12 16:32:31 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Coopers Hawk

Message-ID: <8b.35f48790.30f832f4@aol.com>

Today when I out to fill my bird feeders. There was a Coopers Hawk sitting on 

my  neighbors swing set. I guess he was looking for lunch at my feeders.

                                                                Charles

-------------- next part --------------
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From limey at uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 10 23:11:45 2006

From: limey at uiuc.edu (John David Buckmaster)

Date: Thu Jan 12 20:58:45 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Forestry (no sighting)

In-Reply-To: <5.2.0.9.2.20060110100017.02759048@mail.kspei.com>

References: <5.2.0.9.2.20060110100017.02759048@mail.kspei.com>

Message-ID: <10752c3e6efab274770a47cddfd21101@uiuc.edu>

>

If I may gently protest - if I understand the rules, location of 

sightings is expected. Now I have been a resident of Urbana for over 30 

years, but a birdnoter mere weeks. And I have no idea what you guys 

mean  by  "the forestry". Newcomers to town would have no idea either, 

I suspect.  I must know the place of course, I just don't associate any 

place that I know with that label.

John

John Buckmaster

2014 Boudreau

Urbana IL 61801

217.621.9786

limey@uiuc.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Thu Jan 12 21:11:46 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Thu Jan 12 21:05:39 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] NO SIGHTINGS: 2nd Turkey clarification

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV340444130692ED7FF35D4C6260@phx.gbl>

A second apology....I checked with my friend to make sure I had my story right.  She said the woman ended up walking with the little girl but not to school.  Don't know where I got that!  At least the school wouldn't have been involved.  Anyway, I should have gotten all my facts straight.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Thu Jan 12 21:23:23 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Thu Jan 12 21:17:16 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Forestry (no sighting)

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV15029789F2D46D4FF2C573C6260@phx.gbl>

John and others,

"The Forestry" is the fenced-in trees directly west of Meadowbrook park across from the Race Street Parking lot.  It belongs to the University.  That brings to mind.  You may be wondering what the bee-keeping area is that I've referred to.....That is the other group of trees off the corner of Windsor and Lincoln, north side of Windsor, east side of Lincoln.  The University keeps bee hives in there, or at least it has.  I haven't walked in there recently.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: John David Buckmaster

Sent: Thursday, January 12, 2006 8:58 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Forestry (no sighting)

<excerpt>

</excerpt>

If I may gently protest - if I understand the rules, location of

sightings is expected. Now I have been a resident of Urbana for over

30 years, but a birdnoter mere weeks. And I have no idea what you guys

mean  by  "the forestry". Newcomers to town would have no idea either,

I suspect.  I must know the place of course, I just don't associate

any place that I know with that label.

John

<smaller><smaller>John Buckmaster

2014 Boudreau

Urbana IL 61801

217.621.9786

limey@uiuc.edu</smaller></smaller>

_______________________________________________
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Thu Jan 12 22:14:26 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Thu Jan 12 22:14:27 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana Owls...

Message-ID: <20060113041426.48039.qmail@web52103.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

I am one of the many out owling, because it is supposedly winter outside right now.  The groundhog will tell us in a few weeks what the heck is really going on.  Back to the reason for this email.  

For the past two days, I have scoured the arboretum and the forestry division for owls.  I only came up with two species, both from today, but one went unidentified.  I had Long-eared Owls (2) in the Cedars in the Forestry division, if I told you what tree they were in it wouldn't matter, because they don't stay in the same one each day as I, and others, have noticed.  There aren't that many trees there anyway.  

The other owl of the day, as I said before, went unidentified, but was likely a Barred Owl.  This bird was in the arboretum on the south side, or where you might consider it the Bee Research Unit that Charlene mentioned in an earlier post today.  I just had the bird flying away from us, keeping low, and returning to any conifers when possible.  I wish I could have gotten a better view of this bird, but that is birding for you.  There were plenty of pellets on the south side of the arboretum if anyone is looking for some pellets to dissect for whatever reason.  

For those looking for owls this winter, please respect the owl's privacy.  No, I am not anthropomorphizing, I am saying that the bird is trying to remain unnoticed, so let the bird be if it really wants to be.  I spent no more than two minutes today looking at either owl location.  Also, please try to not go running out tomorrow looking for owls.  Yes, you know where they are, and that is exciting, but please understand that these birds are trying to make a living, and they don't need a whole bunch of people causing them stress.  I am not saying we need to set up a birder schedule, just understand that these birds have been around for many winters, and we would love for them to keep doing so.  They will be around all winter, and likely many winters to come if we can respect them.

Owling is something that I suggest everyone really try on their own.  It really gives you a good idea of what to look for, and what habitat to cover.  I have been trying to get into owling more and more recently, but never really had the time, so now I am doing it with great zeal.  It makes owls that much more exciting, not like they need to be much more exciting than they already are.  To give you more understanding of this, I spent three hours birding yesterday, and all of it was deep in dense coniferous patches, working my way around every possible tree looking for owl pellets and whitewash.  I found it to be very humbling that I couldn't find an owl the whole time I was out.  It doesn't sound like a great experience that people usually write about on lists, but I thought it was tons of fun to really do-it-yourself.  It gets my two thumbs up.

Questions, comments, feel free to email me privately.

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Graduate Assistant

Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

Yahoo! Photos ? Showcase holiday pictures in hardcover

 Photo Books. You design it and we?ll bind it!
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri Jan 13 07:41:08 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri Jan 13 07:41:47 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] NO SIGHTINGS--Turkeys

Message-ID: <20060113134108.32244.qmail@web60122.mail.yahoo.com>

Having lived in communities where I have actually been

attacked by birds (aggressive Canada geese at the

ponds at Robeson Meadows in Champaign; a very

possessive Mute Swan in the Quincy area; and a Barred

Owl apparently guarding a nest in the Macomb area),

and having been around little kids a great deal, I'd

like to say a couple of (very last) things about the

plans for the turkeys.

First, none of these birds were removed, nor should

they have been.  The geese eventually moved on their

own.  I stayed away from the lake until the swans

fledged their young.  I took a different path in the

woods until the owl fledged her young.  So did others.

 Perhaps tom turkeys are more aggressive than these

birds (although it's hard for me to imagine anything

more aggressive than a Barred Owl flying at your eyes,

talons out, or a mute swan bashing against the windows

of your car like a scene out of Hitchcock's "The

Birds").  Perhaps these turkeys are overly tame

(although the geese were fed daily and flocked to

whomever came their way).  But I am not yet convinced

one possible act of aggression ought to result in

their removal.

Second, small children are afraid of big animals.  I

have two dogs--a large shepherd-mix who lets children

play roughly with him without complaint and a shi-tzu

who snaps if anyone comes close to his face. 

Inevitably children are drawn to the cute little

shi-tzu, and are terrified by the big shepherd-mix. 

Those turkeys are huge compared to a small child, and

I'm sure, terrifying to some children, regardless of

the turkey's behavior.  It is unclear to me whether

the turkey actually made an aggressive move toward

this little girl, or if she was simply frightened by

such a large bird.  Again, I am not yet convinced that

a child's being frightened by a large bird is grounds

for removal of that bird.

I realize I don't have any real say in what happens to

these birds, but I didn't want anyone to think that

all area birders were in favor of their removal.  I

respect the opinions of those who disagree, and my

opinion may be proven wrong.  But I wanted to register

it.

And that's my final word on the subject.  

Roger Digges  

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From ej2akind at sbcglobal.net  Fri Jan 13 11:12:37 2006

From: ej2akind at sbcglobal.net (Erin Glynn)

Date: Fri Jan 13 11:12:40 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

Message-ID: <20060113171237.52987.qmail@web81612.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

The turkeys were at mumford and anderson this morning

about 10 am. I saw them fly across the street a couple

of times and then proceed east on mumford. I have seen

the turkeys since June when they were a small hen and

3 tiny poults. The size differences between them seem

to be becoming more apparent. There is largest, 2nd

largest, and two smaller. The largest and 2nd largest

have short beards. I watched them for about 20

minutes. When they were almost to cottage grove I

decided to fetch my camera, but couldn't find them

when I came back. They may have headed for the

backyards.

Erin Glynn

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Fri Jan 13 13:28:04 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Fri Jan 13 13:28:06 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] When Coopers attack!...

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90718A29C@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Went home, fixed lunch...walked into the back room with its recliner and

view of a bird feeder...and no birds!  Sat down...somewhat surprised at

the lack of bird activity (free seed....crummy day...sounds like a good

time to visit the feeder to me!).  As I sat, the large Coopers Hawk that

had been sitting in the tree about 10 feet from the window, launched

itself low across the woodland and out across the yard , flying just a

few feet above the yard.

So that's why there weren't any birds on the feeder...!

Bob  :-)

-------------- next part --------------
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From malcolms at life.uiuc.edu  Sat Jan 14 12:10:15 2006

From: malcolms at life.uiuc.edu (Malcolm L. Sargent)

Date: Sat Jan 14 12:10:18 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Goshawk with headache

Message-ID: <p06210200bfeee573db1a@[10.0.1.30]>

If anyone should happen to spot the immature Northern Goshawk with 

white spots on its back (mentioned by several others on this list 

serve) behaving erratically, then it probably is a result of an 

incident yesterday.  In the middle of the afternoon, the young bird 

crashed into our E-facing patio door with a resounding thud that 

could be heard throughout the house.

For about 5 min it stayed on the ground at the base of the door with 

one wing extended - I feared for the worst.  It seemed very alert, 

but extremely nervous - blowing leaves bothered it greatly.  Luckily, 

it then flew about 10 ft with apparently normal wing movement into 

some cedars.  After another 5 min it disappeared - hopefully little 

worse for wear after its encounter & perhaps a little wiser.

Another example of the hazards of wild birds becoming urbanized.

Cheers, Mac.

-- 

Malcolm L. Sargent

2011 E. Vermont

Urbana  IL  61802

217-367-9830 (Home)

217-333-0287 (Office)

From dktor1977 at yahoo.com  Sat Jan 14 16:37:43 2006

From: dktor1977 at yahoo.com (Daniel Toronto)

Date: Sat Jan 14 16:42:33 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Goshawk with headache

References: <p06210200bfeee573db1a@[10.0.1.30]>

Message-ID: <000d01c6195b$248bd520$041e7e82@LeahDodd>

Fear not, Mac.  The Goshawk is alive and well. Leah and I saw it today 

feeding. We were given quite a show.  Today being the good hawk day that it 

is, we decided to head to Meadowbrook in search of the raptors that have 

been seen about lately. Heading south on Lincoln we saw a large hawk fly 

into a tree. As I pulled into the driveway of the Dairy Cattle Research 

Center, I saw another hawk. When we had counted five hawks in the trees, 

which we determined were Red-taileds, we decided I should shut of the car 

and sit for awhile. Eventually we spotted the Goshawk in a tree with a 

Red-tailed that was munching on what was left of a Starling. Then another 

Starling flew over the hood of our car, followed shortly be the Goshawk, who 

descended from his perch and flew above our car where we couldn't see the 

action. We did, however, see the now injured Starling fall from air and 

bounce on the ground. Then an immature Red-tailed decided to take advantage 

of the situation and flew above the hood of our car and after the bird. The 

Starling made a sudden recovery and escaped. We again spotted the Goshawk 

perching where it had been earlier.We then looked above us and saw several 

more soaring Red-tailed hawks. We witnessed them take a small bird from the 

sky in seeming cooperation as they each took a pass. We also saw a falcon 

fly through. Possibly a Peregrine, but since it was so high it was hard to 

judge scale--maybe it was just a Kestrel. In total we think we saw eight 

Red-tailed Hawks, the immature Goshawk, and the possible Peregrine, as well 

as a whole mess of Starlings and House Sparrows at that one location. It was 

some pretty action-packed birding.

The driveway for the Dairy Cattle Research Center is a little North of 

Windsor on Lincoln on the West side of the road. The Goshawk was perching in 

a large tree North of the drive and South of a nearby house.

We later made our way down to Meadowbrook and saw American Robins, Cedar 

Waxwings, American Goldfinches, Juncos, and a Hairy Woodpecker while walking 

through the trees along the South edge of the park.

Dan Toronto

----- Original Message ----- 

From: "Malcolm L. Sargent" <malcolms@life.uiuc.edu>

To: <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Sent: Saturday, January 14, 2006 12:10 PM

Subject: [Birdnotes] Goshawk with headache

>

> If anyone should happen to spot the immature Northern Goshawk with white 

> spots on its back (mentioned by several others on this list serve) 

> behaving erratically, then it probably is a result of an incident 

> yesterday.  In the middle of the afternoon, the young bird crashed into 

> our E-facing patio door with a resounding thud that could be heard 

> throughout the house.

>

> For about 5 min it stayed on the ground at the base of the door with one 

> wing extended - I feared for the worst.  It seemed very alert, but 

> extremely nervous - blowing leaves bothered it greatly.  Luckily, it then 

> flew about 10 ft with apparently normal wing movement into some cedars. 

> After another 5 min it disappeared - hopefully little worse for wear after 

> its encounter & perhaps a little wiser.

>

> Another example of the hazards of wild birds becoming urbanized.

>

> Cheers, Mac.

>

> -- 

> Malcolm L. Sargent

> 2011 E. Vermont

> Urbana  IL  61802

>

> 217-367-9830 (Home)

> 217-333-0287 (Office)

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes 

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Sat Jan 14 17:14:26 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Sat Jan 14 17:08:20 2006

Subject: Fw: [Birdnotes] Goshawk with headache

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV7A50747EE053779AAF2DAC6190@phx.gbl>

----- Original Message -----

From: charlene anchor

Sent: Saturday, January 14, 2006 5:13 PM

To: Malcolm L. Sargent

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Goshawk with headache

Migrating birds in Chicago hit the windows in the downtown area all the time.  There are people who monitor the streets and pick up the stunned birds and take them to a rehabber.  A bird can hit its head, wait a bit and still fly away. Apparently later swelling of the brain occurs which can kill the bird. The above-mentioned rehabber injects medicine which keeps the brain from swelling and the birds can be safely released. The Goshawk may, or may not be out of trouble yet. Some birds probably hit windows and recover.  Others may not be so lucky depending on the impact.

Where I work we had birds hitting both our north and west windows during one migration season.  I put up some decals both on the inside and the outside (the outside is more effective).  In the past couple of years we've only had one hit that we know of.  If someone has a window that is repeatedly struck it may be a good idea to put something up to prevent it.  

Charlene Anchor  

----- Original Message -----

From: Malcolm L. Sargent

Sent: Saturday, January 14, 2006 3:24 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Goshawk with headache

If anyone should happen to spot the immature Northern Goshawk with  

white spots on its back (mentioned by several others on this list  

serve) behaving erratically, then it probably is a result of an  

incident yesterday.  In the middle of the afternoon, the young bird  

crashed into our E-facing patio door with a resounding thud that  

could be heard throughout the house.

For about 5 min it stayed on the ground at the base of the door with  

one wing extended - I feared for the worst.  It seemed very alert,  

but extremely nervous - blowing leaves bothered it greatly.  Luckily,  

it then flew about 10 ft with apparently normal wing movement into  

some cedars.  After another 5 min it disappeared - hopefully little  

worse for wear after its encounter & perhaps a little wiser.

Another example of the hazards of wild birds becoming urbanized.

Cheers, Mac.

--  

Malcolm L. Sargent

2011 E. Vermont

Urbana  IL  61802

217-367-9830 (Home)

217-333-0287 (Office)

_______________________________________________
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Sat Jan 14 18:37:14 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Sat Jan 14 18:31:18 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] NO SIGHTINGS--Turkeys

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV3965F8298B290BE4C118FC6180@phx.gbl>

Roger and birdnoters,

When I was first told about the turkey and the little girl, I was not even going to mention it.  But then someone asked about turkey sightings.  Since no sightings had been mentioned in a while, I decided to say something. My purpose for relating the incident was so that we could know what is taking place for some others in the community.

Yesterday I asked my friend (for the second time!) what she was told....she said the woman told her that the turkey "threatened" the child.  Whether the turkey did or not, how would we know?  The woman may not even know for sure.  It may just have been her interpretation.  But whatever happened, the little girl was frightened and needed the woman's company.    

I don't know if tom turkeys are more aggressive than geese, swans or owls Eventually there will be some kind of outcome, one way or the other. Patrick Hubert presented some possible outcomes and some possible solutions from his experience in knowing and studying turkeys. I don't know if it is wise to automatically dismiss what he said. It sounded like the turkeys' best future would be, if someone with a permit to raise wild turkeys, would take them.  I don't know what is so bad about that, but I'm speaking for myself only.  Also, I haven't heard any birders say they want them removed.  Concern has been expressed about their future and it has been questioned as to what should, can, or can't be done.  Asking questions and considering possible solutions in case problems should arise seems to be a reasonable thing to do.   

I wish they were being monitored in some sort of fashion, although that may not be easy to do.  But if people reported what they saw maybe we could at least learn how they act in town, not for the purpose of condemning them, just to learn about them.   

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Roger Digges

Sent: Saturday, January 14, 2006 2:27 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] NO SIGHTINGS--Turkeys

Having lived in communities where I have actually been

attacked by birds (aggressive Canada geese at the

ponds at Robeson Meadows in Champaign; a very

possessive Mute Swan in the Quincy area; and a Barred

Owl apparently guarding a nest in the Macomb area),

and having been around little kids a great deal, I'd

like to say a couple of (very last) things about the

plans for the turkeys.

First, none of these birds were removed, nor should

they have been.  The geese eventually moved on their

own.  I stayed away from the lake until the swans

fledged their young.  I took a different path in the

woods until the owl fledged her young.  So did others.

Perhaps tom turkeys are more aggressive than these

birds (although it's hard for me to imagine anything

more aggressive than a Barred Owl flying at your eyes,

talons out, or a mute swan bashing against the windows

of your car like a scene out of Hitchcock's "The

Birds").  Perhaps these turkeys are overly tame

(although the geese were fed daily and flocked to

whomever came their way).  But I am not yet convinced

one possible act of aggression ought to result in

their removal.

Second, small children are afraid of big animals.  I

have two dogs--a large shepherd-mix who lets children

play roughly with him without complaint and a shi-tzu

who snaps if anyone comes close to his face.  

Inevitably children are drawn to the cute little

shi-tzu, and are terrified by the big shepherd-mix.  

Those turkeys are huge compared to a small child, and

I'm sure, terrifying to some children, regardless of

the turkey's behavior.  It is unclear to me whether

the turkey actually made an aggressive move toward

this little girl, or if she was simply frightened by

such a large bird.  Again, I am not yet convinced that

a child's being frightened by a large bird is grounds

for removal of that bird.

I realize I don't have any real say in what happens to

these birds, but I didn't want anyone to think that

all area birders were in favor of their removal.  I

respect the opinions of those who disagree, and my

opinion may be proven wrong.  But I wanted to register

it.

And that's my final word on the subject.   

Roger Digges   

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around  

http://mail.yahoo.com  

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From limey at uiuc.edu  Sat Jan 14 21:44:21 2006

From: limey at uiuc.edu (John Buckmaster)

Date: Sat Jan 14 21:44:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys, no sightings

Message-ID: <c060f79a00ee0559d5c7c7ca25e17b4c@uiuc.edu>

Why don't we just have someone kill them. Then we wont have this 

perpetual hand-wringing.

  Enough already.

John

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

John Buckmaster

Professional address:

Department of Aerospace Engineering

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

104 S Wright St.,       Urbana IL 61801

217.333.1803 (ph)
217.244.0720 (fax)

cell phone:  217.621.9786

Mailing address (personal and professional):

1717 W Kirby Ave, #212.,  Champaign IL 61821-5507

Urbana residential address:

2014  Boudreau Dr,   Urbana IL 61801-5802

217.344.6103

Oregon residential address:

120 Marlboro Ln,  Eugene  OR 97405-3599

541.342.3172

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^
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From spendelo at uiuc.edu  Sat Jan 14 22:04:24 2006

From: spendelo at uiuc.edu (Jacob Spendelow)

Date: Sat Jan 14 22:04:12 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys, no sightings

In-Reply-To: <c060f79a00ee0559d5c7c7ca25e17b4c@uiuc.edu>

References: <c060f79a00ee0559d5c7c7ca25e17b4c@uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <6.0.0.22.2.20060114215828.0305fef8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Was this meant as a joke?  How charming.

I can't say I've enjoyed the whole turkey debate much myself, but this sort 

of vitriol is not helpful to anyone.

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign

At 09:44 PM 1-14-2006, John Buckmaster wrote:

>Why don't we just have someone kill them. Then we wont have this perpetual 

>hand-wringing.

>

>Enough already.

>

>John

>

>

>^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

>John Buckmaster

>

>Professional address:

>Department of Aerospace Engineering

>University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

>104 S Wright St.,       Urbana IL 61801

>217.333.1803 (ph)       217.244.0720 (fax)

>

>cell phone:  217.621.9786

>

>Mailing address (personal and professional):

>1717 W Kirby Ave, #212.,  Champaign IL 61821-5507

>

>Urbana residential address:

>2014  Boudreau Dr,   Urbana IL 61801-5802

>217.344.6103

>

>Oregon residential address:

>120 Marlboro Ln,  Eugene  OR 97405-3599

>541.342.3172

>

>^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

><br>

><div>_______________________________________________</div>

><div>Birdnotes mailing list</div>

><div>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org</div>

><div><a href="https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes" 

>EUDORA=AUTOURL>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes</a></div>

></blockquote></x-html>

From bprice at pdnt.com  Sat Jan 14 22:29:37 2006

From: bprice at pdnt.com (Brock Price)

Date: Sat Jan 14 22:29:42 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Ducks

Message-ID: <001f01c6198c$4bd2cd60$a341fa3f@YOURCD7BB1D575>

Vermilion Co.

Fairmount: White-fronted Goose

Mingo - Common Merganser

Lake Vermilion - Common Golden-eye

                         Ring-necked Duck

                         Bald Eagle
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sat Jan 14 22:52:46 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sat Jan 14 22:52:47 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] ADMIN: Turkey Debate (NO SIGHTINGS)

Message-ID: <20060115045246.1539.qmail@web52101.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

As of this moment, the turkey debate is no longer a viable topic on this listserve.  If you mention anything aside from turkey SIGHTINGS, swift disciplinary action will be taken against you.  If this topic comes up again on the list, you will likely be removed from the list for a yet undetermined amount of time.  Have this discussion off list if you have to have the conversation at all.  

Bryan Guarente

Birdnotes List Administrator

---------------------------------

Yahoo! Photos

 Got holiday prints? See all the ways to get quality prints in your hands ASAP.
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From limey at uiuc.edu  Sat Jan 14 22:53:23 2006

From: limey at uiuc.edu (John Buckmaster)

Date: Sat Jan 14 22:53:29 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys, no sightings

In-Reply-To: <6.0.0.22.2.20060114215828.0305fef8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <c060f79a00ee0559d5c7c7ca25e17b4c@uiuc.edu>


<6.0.0.22.2.20060114215828.0305fef8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <f6654446e2d9c0440e2bae38012140ec@uiuc.edu>

There is no debate. There is just a continuous insistence, so far with  

no evidence, that these birds will be a menace. Indeed, already are a  

menace. Hearsay, rumor and speculation are seized as facts and repeated  

ad nauseam. What one can be fairly sure of, I'm afraid, is that if DNR  

gets involved the birds  will indeed by killed. And I don't find that  

funny. DNR is not going to be sentimental about these animals - there  

are tons of turkeys out there - and if they take action they will do it  

in the cheapest and most convenient fashion.

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

John Buckmaster

Professional address:

Department of Aerospace Engineering

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

104 S Wright St.,       Urbana IL 61801

217.333.1803 (ph)
217.244.0720 (fax)

cell phone:  217.621.9786

Mailing address (personal and professional):

1717 W Kirby Ave, #212.,  Champaign IL 61821-5507

Urbana residential address:

2014  Boudreau Dr,   Urbana IL 61801-5802

217.344.6103

Oregon residential address:

120 Marlboro Ln,  Eugene  OR 97405-3599

541.342.3172

^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

On Jan 14, 2006, at 10:04 PM, Jacob Spendelow wrote:

> Was this meant as a joke?  How charming.

> I can't say I've enjoyed the whole turkey debate much myself, but this  

> sort of vitriol is not helpful to anyone.

>

> Jacob Spendelow

> Champaign

>

> At 09:44 PM 1-14-2006, John Buckmaster wrote:

>> Why don't we just have someone kill them. Then we wont have this  

>> perpetual hand-wringing.

>>

>> Enough already.

>>

>> John

>>

>>

>> ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

>> John Buckmaster

>>

>> Professional address:

>> Department of Aerospace Engineering

>> University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

>> 104 S Wright St.,       Urbana IL 61801

>> 217.333.1803 (ph)       217.244.0720 (fax)

>>

>> cell phone:  217.621.9786

>>

>> Mailing address (personal and professional):

>> 1717 W Kirby Ave, #212.,  Champaign IL 61821-5507

>>

>> Urbana residential address:

>> 2014  Boudreau Dr,   Urbana IL 61801-5802

>> 217.344.6103

>>

>> Oregon residential address:

>> 120 Marlboro Ln,  Eugene  OR 97405-3599

>> 541.342.3172

>>

>> ^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^

>> <br>

>> <div>_______________________________________________</div>

>> <div>Birdnotes mailing list</div>

>> <div>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org</div>

>> <div><a href="https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes"  

>> EUDORA=AUTOURL>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/ 

>> birdnotes</a></div>

>> </blockquote></x-html>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>
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From limey at uiuc.edu  Sat Jan 14 23:00:19 2006

From: limey at uiuc.edu (John Buckmaster)

Date: Sat Jan 14 23:00:27 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys, no sightings

In-Reply-To: <20060115044414.78837.qmail@web52108.mail.yahoo.com>

References: <20060115044414.78837.qmail@web52108.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <6a9aac46bd570b95445e70e54ad56eec@uiuc.edu>

I'm glad to be gone. If your idea of reasonable  use  of the lists is 

having one person fill my inbox with continuous hysteria about the 

turkey menace then the list is not for me. I had hoped to hear about 

interesting sightings in the area, such as your owl reports, and the 

various hawk sightings, not this.

> Mr. Buckmaster,

> Although everyone is entitled to their opinion, this was over the 

> line.? DO NOT make posts like this again to the Birdnotes Listserve or 

> I will not hesistate to remove you from the list PERMANENTLY.?

>

> Bryan Guarente

> Birdnotes List Administrator

>

> Yahoo! Photos

>  Got holiday prints? See all the ways to get quality prints in your 

> hands ASAP.

From spendelo at uiuc.edu  Sat Jan 14 23:33:45 2006

From: spendelo at uiuc.edu (Jacob Spendelow)

Date: Sat Jan 14 23:33:32 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] local birding

Message-ID: <6.0.0.22.2.20060114230653.02ffd008@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Hi everyone,

Sonja Kassal and I birded a few areas around town today, with marginal 

success.  Our goal was to find the Goshawk, which has eluded both of us so 

far this winter, but we struck out again today.

The pond at the SE corner of First and Windsor was devoid of birds.  Also, 

the Race St. Screech Owl hasn't been present the last two times I drove by, 

although I saw it consistently in December and earlier in January.  I 

really do wonder about the comings and goings of that bird.  Illini 

Forestry Plantation and Meadowbrook Park had several interesting things, as 

usual.  A GREAT HORNED OWL was roosting in the cedars.  A quick ten minute 

search didn't turn up any other owls.  It did, however, turn up a pile of 

Cardinal feathers and another pile of Blue Jay Feathers, no doubt victims 

of one or more of the many owls and diurnal raptors that frequent the 

area.  I also found a few Flicker feathers in the pines to the south of the 

cedars, as well as some brown and white feathers that could have been from 

an owl.  Lets hope our beloved Great Horned Owls haven't cost us any of our 

beloved Long-eared Owls!  I heard a YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER give its call 

note several times, but couldn't track the bird down.  A flyby brownish 

finch was probably a female Purple Finch, since the call it gave was not 

any House Finch call I am familiar with.  I should mention that Steve 

Bailey had a Purple Finch recently at this location.  Other birds included:

Red-tailed Hawk

Mourning Dove

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Northern Flicker

Blue Jay

American Crow

White-breasted Nuthatch

Red-breasted Nuthatch

Dark-eyed Junco

White-throated Sparrow

American Goldfinch

Later I birded a bit along Roby Trail in Champaign (entrance is off Mattis 

just south of Kirby), where I saw Carolina Wrens, Robins, Cardinals, 

Juncos, and some of the other regulars.

Good birding!

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign

From gh4444 at insightbb.com  Sun Jan 15 11:15:26 2006

From: gh4444 at insightbb.com (g.huguet)

Date: Sun Jan 15 11:20:42 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] kestrels

Message-ID: <00b401c619f7$4711c040$fd5add0c@insightbb.com>

Yesterday at about 2 in the afternoon on an 8 mile stretch of route 136 between Penfield and Rantoul i saw 7 kestrels sitting on the electric lines.
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sun Jan 15 17:49:28 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sun Jan 15 17:52:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] EAGLE COUNT report

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20060115173537.01c385d8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Saturday, Jan. 14, 2006.  6 people in 2 cars surveyed what we could of the 

Illinois River & backwater lakes from Havana to Beardstown.  It was a 

beautiful day, but not optimal for eagle sighting--the entire river system 

is open, which means that the birds are uniformly spread throughout the 

area, rather than being concentrated at specific sites.  We ended up with 

34 eagles:  18 adults, 15 immatures, and 1 heard but not seen, which, while 

probably an adult, will be reported as "unaged".  This total is similar to 

last year's when we could only see a fraction of the river due to high 

water; I had expected more.

In addition to eagles, there were many red-tails and kestrels; but the 

amazing thing was geese.  Several flocks of white-fronted geese flew over 

us--we must have seen  a couple hundred at least; there are 32 visible in 

one cropped photo.  Then we came to a spot where there seemed to  be a line 

of ice along the far shore--which on a closer look  resolved into hundreds 

of snow geese.  When they spooked briefly, it was as though a blizzard was 

raging.  Yet another highlight was the flock of trumpeter swans--some 

adults with neck collars, no color or numbers visible, and some young of 

the year (greyish brown plumage instead of white.)  All in all, an 

interesting day.

From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Sun Jan 15 18:47:10 2006

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Sun Jan 15 18:47:24 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Immature Bald Eagles

Message-ID: <1c3.387b564e.30fc470e@aol.com>

     Today I went to Heron Park here In Danville. While there, I saw two 

immature Bald Eagles soaring together just to the north of the park.

                                                         Bud Lewsader
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From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Sun Jan 15 13:37:08 2006

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Sun Jan 15 20:16:28 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

In-Reply-To: <000d01c6195b$248bd520$041e7e82@LeahDodd>

References: <p06210200bfeee573db1a@[10.0.1.30]>

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20060115085740.042bd208@mail.millikin.edu>

Wow, yesterday was quite a raptor day around here, and I can add my own 

story.  I had just parked in my garage and was getting out when a fairly 

large immature Sharpie appeared in the door of the garage with a House 

Sparrow in its talons.  It sat on the floor for a few seconds and then saw 

me and picked up its lunch and headed to my backyard where it had the meal.

Ray in Urbana

At 04:37 PM 1/14/2006 -0600, Daniel Toronto wrote:

>Fear not, Mac.  The Goshawk is alive and well. Leah and I saw it today 

>feeding. We were given quite a show.  Today being the good hawk day that 

>it is, we decided to head to Meadowbrook in search of the raptors that 

>have been seen about lately. Heading south on Lincoln we saw a large hawk 

>fly into a tree. As I pulled into the driveway of the Dairy Cattle 

>Research Center, I saw another hawk. When we had counted five hawks in the 

>trees, which we determined were Red-taileds, we decided I should shut of 

>the car and sit for awhile. Eventually we spotted the Goshawk in a tree 

>with a Red-tailed that was munching on what was left of a Starling. Then 

>another Starling flew over the hood of our car, followed shortly be the 

>Goshawk, who descended from his perch and flew above our car where we 

>couldn't see the action. We did, however, see the now injured Starling 

>fall from air and bounce on the ground. Then an immature Red-tailed 

>decided to take advantage of the situation and flew above the hood of our 

>car and after the bird. The Starling made a sudden recovery and escaped. 

>We again spotted the Goshawk perching where it had been earlier.We then 

>looked above us and saw several more soaring Red-tailed hawks. We 

>witnessed them take a small bird from the sky in seeming cooperation as 

>they each took a pass. We also saw a falcon fly through. Possibly a 

>Peregrine, but since it was so high it was hard to judge scale--maybe it 

>was just a Kestrel. In total we think we saw eight Red-tailed Hawks, the 

>immature Goshawk, and the possible Peregrine, as well as a whole mess of 

>Starlings and House Sparrows at that one location. It was some pretty 

>action-packed birding.

>

>The driveway for the Dairy Cattle Research Center is a little North of 

>Windsor on Lincoln on the West side of the road. The Goshawk was perching 

>in a large tree North of the drive and South of a nearby house.

>

>We later made our way down to Meadowbrook and saw American Robins, Cedar 

>Waxwings, American Goldfinches, Juncos, and a Hairy Woodpecker while 

>walking through the trees along the South edge of the park.

>

>Dan Toronto

>

>

>----- Original Message ----- From: "Malcolm L. Sargent" 

><malcolms@life.uiuc.edu>

>To: <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

>Sent: Saturday, January 14, 2006 12:10 PM

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Goshawk with headache

>

>

>>

>>If anyone should happen to spot the immature Northern Goshawk with white 

>>spots on its back (mentioned by several others on this list serve) 

>>behaving erratically, then it probably is a result of an incident 

>>yesterday.  In the middle of the afternoon, the young bird crashed into 

>>our E-facing patio door with a resounding thud that could be heard 

>>throughout the house.

>>

>>For about 5 min it stayed on the ground at the base of the door with one 

>>wing extended - I feared for the worst.  It seemed very alert, but 

>>extremely nervous - blowing leaves bothered it greatly.  Luckily, it then 

>>flew about 10 ft with apparently normal wing movement into some cedars. 

>>After another 5 min it disappeared - hopefully little worse for wear 

>>after its encounter & perhaps a little wiser.

>>

>>Another example of the hazards of wild birds becoming urbanized.

>>

>>Cheers, Mac.

>>

>>--

>>Malcolm L. Sargent

>>2011 E. Vermont

>>Urbana  IL  61802

>>

>>217-367-9830 (Home)

>>217-333-0287 (Office)

>>_______________________________________________

>>Birdnotes mailing list

>>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sun Jan 15 21:40:53 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sun Jan 15 21:41:00 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] local birding

Message-ID: <db.354834cd.30fc6fc5@aol.com>

    Saw the very dark phased RED-TAILED HAWK today to the east of Meadowbrook 

park.  I believe this is the same bird that has also been seen on the south 

farms near the Credit Union (I saw it there in December and again this last 

week but was not able to get a good look at it).  It looks like an intermediate 

adult western red-tailed hawk, except the tail is very whitish compared to the 

picture in Sibley. Interesting bird.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Mon Jan 16 11:29:27 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Mon Jan 16 11:31:04 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] CBC results

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20060116112639.03de42b0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

It has been pointed out to me that I have not posted the results of the 

Christmas Bird Count held 12/17.  Sorry.  Here they are.

                 BIRDS SEEN ON CHAMPAIGN COUNTY CBC 12/17/05

1       snow goose, blue form           13   brown creeper

1715    Canada geese                             49   Carolina wren

12      Cackling geese                            2     winter wren

1       wood 

duck                                         1     golden-crowned kinglet

354     mallard                                           1 

ruby-crowned kinglet

19      ring-necked pheasant                      3     Eastern bluebird

3       great blue heron                                  10   hermit thrush

3       sharp-shinned hawk                                74   Am. robin

13      Cooper's hawk                             1720 European starling

1       N. goshawk                                        1     American pipit

1       red-shouldered hawk                       56   cedar waxwing

41      red-tailed hawk                           7     yellow-rumped warbler

21      American kestrel                                  464  American 

tree sparrow

1       peregrine falcon                                  2      Savannah 

sparrow

3       Wilson's snipe                            13   Fox sparrow

1156    rock pigeon                                       59   song sparrow

957     mourning dove                             4     swamp sparrow

5       E. screech owl                            160 white-throated sparrow

4       great horned owl                                  146 white-crowned 

sparrow

1       barred owl                                         537 dark-eyed junco

1       long-eared owl                             210 Lapland longspur

5       belted kingfisher                                  1     snow bunting

1       red-headed woodpecker                      298 Northern cardinal

96      red-bellied woodpecker                     1     red-winged blackbird

16      yellow-bellied sapsucker                           1    Eastern 

meadowlark

95      downy woodpecker                                   14  common grackle

5       hairly 

woodpecker                                  7    brown-headed cowbird

51      N. flicker                                         26  purple finch

1       pileated woodpecker                        73  house finch

138     blue jay                                           141 American 

goldfinch

408     American crow                              1868 House sparrow

116     horned lark

33      Carolina chickadee

15      black-capped chickadee                  68 species, 11372 individuals

(7      chickadee, sp.)

40      tufted titmouse

23      red-breasted nuthatch

47      white-breasted nuthatch

Seen count week but not count day:  wild turkey, bald eagle, short-eared 

owl
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1       red-headed woodpecker                      298 Northern cardinal

96      red-bellied woodpecker                     1     red-winged blackbird

16      yellow-bellied sapsucker                           1    Eastern 

meadowlark

95      downy woodpecker                                   14  common grackle

5       hairly 

woodpecker                                  7    brown-headed cowbird

51      N. flicker                                         26  purple finch

1       pileated woodpecker                        73  house finch

138     blue jay                                           141 American 

goldfinch

408     American crow                              1868 House sparrow

116     horned lark

33      Carolina chickadee

15      black-capped chickadee                  68 species, 11372 individuals

(7      chickadee, sp.)

40      tufted titmouse

23      red-breasted nuthatch

47      white-breasted nuthatch

Seen count week but not count day:  wild turkey, bald eagle, short-eared 

owl

  Unfortuntately , the formatting seems to have been lost in the file 

transfer.

                          --Helen P.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060116/6153a282/attachment-0001.htm

From jjokela59 at hotmail.com  Mon Jan 16 14:55:13 2006

From: jjokela59 at hotmail.com (Janet Jokela)

Date: Mon Jan 16 15:22:06 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana owls

Message-ID: <BAY101-F347317614596569FBD2A88AF1B0@phx.gbl>

Greetings:

A brief outing early this afternoon yielded three owl species in Urbana: a 

Long-eared Owl in the cedars in the forestry, a Great Horned Owl 

(presumably, just saw it fly, and it was huge) in the tall pines of the 

forestry adjacent to Race St. , and the red morph Eastern Screech-owl was in 

its usual hole at Californina and Race Sts.

Otherwise it was a quiet hour, bird-wise.

Good birding,

Janet Jokela

Champaign

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 17 08:16:15 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Jan 17 08:16:18 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana owls  & etc.

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90718A29F@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Well...thanks to friends...I saw the Long Eared Owl in Forestry at last

(and would never have found it without help!)...

I also need to learn my raptors better...I spotted (and reported) a big,

dark falcon last week (good chance it was a Peregrin?)...then spotted a

large dark gray raptor over the west side of Cunningham (near Carle

Pharmacy) last Saturday afternoon.

Sunday afternoon, I had a R T Hawk Keeeerrring for an hour in and near

my backyard...(and...as already reported...had a Coopers Friday noon.

I'm out on E. Main across from the Army Reserve/Humane Society for those

who don't know where...

Monday morning at Homer Lake...not much (Juncos, Chickadees, Titmice,

House Finch), but did also see a small flock of Bluebirds!  Also...1

seagull...white with dark wingtips (that narrows it down, huh?)

Bob :)

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 17 08:53:03 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Tue Jan 17 08:58:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] CBC result formatting

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20060117085111.01c677c8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

My apologies for the way the CBC results came through.  It looked just fine 

on the screen.  If anybody want the results and can't figure out what they 

are from the post, let me know & I'll type the whole thing in & resend it.



--Helen P.

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Tue Jan 17 09:41:06 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Tue Jan 17 09:34:55 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urban hawk

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV11737B8B4A76A6C832958EC61A0@phx.gbl>

When I pulled into my drive yesterday afternoon an immature Red-tail was sitting across my back fence in my neighbor's back yard half-way up a tree next to her back porch.  I thought I might disturb it by getting out of the car, but I didn't.  Then I proceeded to do yard work.  For about an hour it sat there, never moving except to turn its head. Finally it flew into another tall tree in the yard next to mine!  It only stayed briefly and left.  I suspect it's the same Red-tail that has flown through my back yard a couple of times recently.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060117/773b1d4a/attachment.htm

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Tue Jan 17 11:47:30 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Tue Jan 17 11:47:34 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey sighting

Message-ID: <20060117174730.29512.qmail@web60114.mail.yahoo.com>

I received an e-mail from a non-birder with pictures of the turkeys, who were sighted at 9 a.m. this morning near the bend on Harding.

  Roger Digges  

---------------------------------

Yahoo! Photos

 Ring in the New Year with Photo Calendars. Add photos, events, holidays, whatever.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060117/0e48ba97/attachment.htm

From leslienoa at gmail.com  Tue Jan 17 16:09:02 2006

From: leslienoa at gmail.com (Leslie Noa)

Date: Tue Jan 17 16:09:07 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] U of I belted kingfisher

Message-ID: <a4f8d1430601171409u2a63fc36xcfbb1e157a7f0d05@mail.gmail.com>

I heard a belted kingfisher while walking to my office this afternoon but

didn't spot it.  It was the same location I saw a kingfisher several weeks

ago, near the corner of Wright and Healey along Boneyard Creek.

Leslie Noa

Champaign

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060117/9fa25393/attachment.htm

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 17 23:19:35 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Tue Jan 17 23:23:27 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] red-shoulder is really red-tailed?

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20060117231307.038d2af8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

It now looks as though the beautiful dark-chestnut & black hawk on S. First 

is really a red-tail, not a red-shoulder.  It was reported to me as a 

red-shoulder and when I saw it I looked at my Wheeler "Raptors of Eastern 

North America", & decided that it did match one of the red-shoulder 

pictures.  However,  comparing my photos to both that and Sibley, it's also 

a good match for a Sibley red-tail.  Beth points out that the habitat is 

right for a red-tail, and not for a red-shoulder.  Wish I'd seen it fly so 

that I could have seen the tail!  But I guess we'll have to call it a red-tail.



--Helen P.

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed Jan 18 08:56:45 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed Jan 18 08:56:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys and accipiter

Message-ID: <20060118145645.64425.qmail@web60122.mail.yahoo.com>

I sighted the four turkeys in my yard on East Evergreen in Urbana around 8:20 this morning.  Apparently they have discovered the "spoke" type squirrel feeder I have hung ears of corn on, and were stretching or jumping to peck a few kernels off.  They ate very little.  Within moments of their arrival an adult accipiter, either a male Cooper's or female Sharp-shinned swooped down and actually made contact with the smallest of the four birds.  It flew in a very tight circle and made contact again before the remaining three birds flew at the accipiter and attempted make contact with either their feet or their beaks.  Turkeys and accipiter both lost a feather or two in the encounter before the accipiter flew off to the west.  One of the turkeys stood facing in that direction before joining the other three who appeared to be feeding on something in my back yard, away from the feeders.  

---------------------------------

Yahoo! Photos ? Showcase holiday pictures in hardcover

 Photo Books. You design it and we?ll bind it!

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060118/5dc2ad97/attachment.htm

From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan 18 13:09:10 2006

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Wed Jan 18 13:09:12 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] I didn't see the raptor, but

Message-ID: <b2e82df9.7cb09cad.81d8b00@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

as I drove east on Springfield Avenue approaching Lincoln in 

Urbana shortly after noon, a stunned pigeon dropped out of 

the sky and landed in the left turn lane in front of me.  

I caught sight of it about 30 feet above the ground, and it 

was coming down like a brick.

I made the turn and parked, and by the time I got back to it, 

the bird was alert, but still not walking or flying.  Not 

wanting it to get squished, or have its presumed attacker get 

hit by a car, I moved the pigeon from the street into the 

nearest yard.  

Rob Kanter

rkanter@uiuc.edu

From bpalmore at egix.net  Wed Jan 18 16:40:33 2006

From: bpalmore at egix.net (Bland Palmore)

Date: Wed Jan 18 16:42:29 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] feeder watch/Mon.

Message-ID: <6.1.0.6.1.20060118163144.019d56d8@mail.egix.net>

2 Cardinals, 1 Carolina Wren, 5 Goldfinches, 1 Red Bellied Woodpecker, 5 

Sparrows, 3 Blue Jays,  6 House Sparrows, 1 Pine Siskin, 6 House Finches, 2 

Mourning Doves, 1 Red-Breasted Nuthatch.  

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Jan 19 15:42:07 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Jan 19 15:42:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CA36@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Reminds me of something I've been meaning to ask...

Since Sharpies and Coopers look a lot alike, and there is a size overlap

(male Sharpie overlapping with female Coopers in size) how do people

distinguish between them? Any handy rule of thumb?

Usually I can be pretty sure based on size, but sometimes I just don't

know for sure. I saw one yesterday flying over my back yard, and I

couldn't be sure...

Thanks!

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Ray F.

Boehmer

Sent: Sunday, January 15, 2006 1:37 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

Wow, yesterday was quite a raptor day around here, and I can add my own 

story.  I had just parked in my garage and was getting out when a fairly

large immature Sharpie appeared in the door of the garage with a House 

Sparrow in its talons.  It sat on the floor for a few seconds and then

saw 

me and picked up its lunch and headed to my backyard where it had the

meal.

Ray in Urbana

From cerb at uiuc.edu  Thu Jan 19 21:09:38 2006

From: cerb at uiuc.edu (christopher erb)

Date: Thu Jan 19 21:09:47 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CA36@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <000401c61d6e$f2dc4dd0$c2b5ae80@ad.uiuc.edu>

Bernie, et al.

I have had the same question, as I have seen both Cooper's and Sharp-shinned

near Urbana High School recently.  Within the last month or so, someone

posted a message on birdnotes about Mr. Bill's Mystery Bird Quiz website.

Quiz #125 dealt with the differences between the accipiters, and it was

quite informative.  Here is the link:

http://www.cfo-link.org/MrBill/answer.php 

Happy birding,

Christopher T. Erb

Department of Community Health

Univ. of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

cerb@uiuc.edu

(217) 840-4970

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2006 3:42 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

Reminds me of something I've been meaning to ask...

Since Sharpies and Coopers look a lot alike, and there is a size overlap

(male Sharpie overlapping with female Coopers in size) how do people

distinguish between them? Any handy rule of thumb?

Usually I can be pretty sure based on size, but sometimes I just don't

know for sure. I saw one yesterday flying over my back yard, and I

couldn't be sure...

Thanks!

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Ray F.

Boehmer

Sent: Sunday, January 15, 2006 1:37 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

Wow, yesterday was quite a raptor day around here, and I can add my own 

story.  I had just parked in my garage and was getting out when a fairly

large immature Sharpie appeared in the door of the garage with a House 

Sparrow in its talons.  It sat on the floor for a few seconds and then

saw 

me and picked up its lunch and headed to my backyard where it had the

meal.

Ray in Urbana

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Jan 19 21:44:39 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Jan 19 21:44:49 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CA5C@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

For those of you who want to follow Christopher Erb's link to the Mr.

Bill Mystery Quiz on Sharpies and Coopers, but can't figure out how to

get there, go to the URL he listed, and in the drop down box in the

upper right hand corner (labeled "Select One") pick Quiz 125.

Bernie

-----Original Message-----

From: christopher erb [mailto:cerb@uiuc.edu] 

Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2006 9:10 PM

To: Sloan, Bernie; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

Bernie, et al.

I have had the same question, as I have seen both Cooper's and

Sharp-shinned

near Urbana High School recently.  Within the last month or so, someone

posted a message on birdnotes about Mr. Bill's Mystery Bird Quiz

website.

Quiz #125 dealt with the differences between the accipiters, and it was

quite informative.  Here is the link:

http://www.cfo-link.org/MrBill/answer.php 

Happy birding,

Christopher T. Erb

Department of Community Health

Univ. of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

cerb@uiuc.edu

(217) 840-4970

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Sloan,

Bernie

Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2006 3:42 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

Reminds me of something I've been meaning to ask...

Since Sharpies and Coopers look a lot alike, and there is a size overlap

(male Sharpie overlapping with female Coopers in size) how do people

distinguish between them? Any handy rule of thumb?

Usually I can be pretty sure based on size, but sometimes I just don't

know for sure. I saw one yesterday flying over my back yard, and I

couldn't be sure...

Thanks!

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Ray F.

Boehmer

Sent: Sunday, January 15, 2006 1:37 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

Wow, yesterday was quite a raptor day around here, and I can add my own 

story.  I had just parked in my garage and was getting out when a fairly

large immature Sharpie appeared in the door of the garage with a House 

Sparrow in its talons.  It sat on the floor for a few seconds and then

saw 

me and picked up its lunch and headed to my backyard where it had the

meal.

Ray in Urbana

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Fri Jan 20 08:08:14 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Fri Jan 20 08:37:35 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] No Sightings:  Cooper's versus Sharp-shinned

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV11B53AB159BB110BA092ABC61F0@phx.gbl>

I've found Mr. Bill's Mystery Bird Quiz, which Bryan first sent us, informative also and have reread it a couple of times trying to keep the info straight in my head.  Not sure that it won't all fly out of my head when the time comes to make an I.D.!   

I have two questions: I'm not clear on the differences in the flight style of these two raptors, which according to Mr. Bill, is the primary method of separating them.  Can anyone expand on that?  Then, in the last picture shown of an immature Cooper's Hawk, each time I've looked the tail has bothered me - it's squared off like I would think a Sharp-shinned tail would look.  (I have no doubt that's it's a Cooper since it's been identified by the experts and the streaking and coloration of the breast looks like a Cooper's as described in the article.)  But to me it means possibly one of two things:  1) I don't really know what a Sharp-shin's tail looks like; or, 2) It just happens to be folded so it looks like that.  If it is #2, then that again is an example at how hard determining the differences of these two birds can be and that noticing just one field mark is not enough.

If anyone can comment further either on the flight style or the tail, it would be appreciated.   

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: christopher erb

Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2006 11:35 PM

To: 'Sloan, Bernie'; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

Bernie, et al.

I have had the same question, as I have seen both Cooper's and Sharp-shinned

near Urbana High School recently.  Within the last month or so, someone

posted a message on birdnotes about Mr. Bill's Mystery Bird Quiz website.

Quiz #125 dealt with the differences between the accipiters, and it was

quite informative.  Here is the link:

http://www.cfo-link.org/MrBill/answer.php  

Happy birding,

Christopher T. Erb

Department of Community Health

Univ. of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

cerb@uiuc.edu

(217) 840-4970

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Thursday, January 19, 2006 3:42 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

Reminds me of something I've been meaning to ask...

Since Sharpies and Coopers look a lot alike, and there is a size overlap

(male Sharpie overlapping with female Coopers in size) how do people

distinguish between them? Any handy rule of thumb?

Usually I can be pretty sure based on size, but sometimes I just don't

know for sure. I saw one yesterday flying over my back yard, and I

couldn't be sure...

Thanks!

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Ray F.

Boehmer

Sent: Sunday, January 15, 2006 1:37 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] another Sat. raptor story, Sharpie in garage

Wow, yesterday was quite a raptor day around here, and I can add my own  

story.  I had just parked in my garage and was getting out when a fairly

large immature Sharpie appeared in the door of the garage with a House  

Sparrow in its talons.  It sat on the floor for a few seconds and then

saw  

me and picked up its lunch and headed to my backyard where it had the

meal.

Ray in Urbana

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060120/ad44fb69/attachment.htm

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Fri Jan 20 10:48:06 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Fri Jan 20 10:48:07 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] No Sightings:  Cooper's versus Sharp-shinned

In-Reply-To: <BAY102-DAV11B53AB159BB110BA092ABC61F0@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <20060120164806.84454.qmail@web52107.mail.yahoo.com>

Charlene and the rest,

I cannot comment on the flight style, but I will email the writer of Mr. Bill's Bird Quiz (oddly enough not named Mr. Bill, but that is a long story) and see what I can find out.  

But, I can make some comments about the tail on this bird.  Think about this for a second.  If you look at the tail of the bird at the bottom of the Quiz #125 page, you can see that the longest feathers are the ones in the back (of the photo).  These are the central tail feathers.  The other feathers seen in this image are the outer ones, and they are significantly shorter.  These feathers because of their shorter length will make the tail rounded when spread.  

Try this if you want.  Get a bunch of different length objects like pencils, we all have a jar of pencils somewhere.  Put a bunch of the pencils out on a table.  Take two equally long pencils and put them down as if they were the middle tail feathers.  Now add a pencil on each side that is shorter, but line up the tops of the pencils with the top (nearer the body of the bird) of the "central tail feathers."  Now, spread the outer two tail feathers out, but keep the top of the tail (tops of the pencils) in the same location.  Now, look at the shape the bottom of the tail has made.  It should look like a slice of pie.  

You can do this same experiment with equally long outer tail feathers as the central tail feathers and you will begin to see a difference.  If you keep extending the length of the outer tail feathers, this makes the tail more and more like what you would expect for the spread tail of the Sharp-shinned Hawk.  You want the outer tail feathers of the Sharp-shinned to barely be longer than the central tail feathers.

I tried to make this as easy as possible, but I am not sure it came across as expected.  If you need more explanations, feel free to email me back.  Also, when I get an answer back from "Mr. Bill," I will post it to the list for your viewing and learning pleasure.

Bryan Guarente

Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

 What are the most popular cars?  Find out at Yahoo! Autos

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060120/bba2588e/attachment.htm

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Fri Jan 20 10:49:22 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Fri Jan 20 10:49:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] New Mexico trip

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CAA1@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Made a brief trip to New Mexico last weekend (Albuquerque and Taos).

Hardly any time for birding, but I did observe the following:

Common Raven

American Crow

American Magpie

Steller's Jay

Western Scrub Jay

Turkey Vulture

Mountain Chickadee

Canada Goose

House Sparrow

Unfortunately none of them were new to my life list!

Bernie Sloan

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Fri Jan 20 12:13:28 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Fri Jan 20 12:13:33 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Anyone interested in an Urbana turkey listserv? NO


SIGHTINGS

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CAB0@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

(Posted with Bryan Guarente's permission).

Bryan has asked that we not post any Urbana turkey discussions to the

Birdnotes list, other than to report sightings.

I'm thinking that this is an interesting local birding issue, and was

wondering if any Birdnoters might be interested in an Urbana turkeys

discussion list? I'd be happy to set one up, but first I want to gauge

interest levels.

I've heard several objections to the Birdnotes turkey discussions, so

the new turkey list would have two simple ground rules to avoid some of

the perceived problems of the Birdnotes turkey debate:

1.    We simply accept the fact that there are turkeys in Urbana, and we

don't debate where they came from, or whether they are from wild stock

or are hatchery birds that someone released, etc.

2.    We don't debate whether or not the turkeys should be captured and

removed. That kind of thing is out of our hands anyway.

Anyway, if you are interested, please let me know. I think we can have

some productive discussions.

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060120/3d988510/attachment.htm

From mark at pca-paxtonil.org  Fri Jan 20 13:34:21 2006

From: mark at pca-paxtonil.org (Mark Diedrich)

Date: Fri Jan 20 13:34:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] No Sightings:  Cooper's versus Sharp-shinned

In-Reply-To: <BAY102-DAV11B53AB159BB110BA092ABC61F0@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <000601c61df8$83605020$030aa8c0@hewlettz2wf5fi>

Just a note that regarding the distinctive flight of the Sharp-shinned hawk

- Years ago when watching the hawk migrations in the Hudson valley, we could

always tell a distant Sharpie by its distinctive 'flap flap glide; flap flap

glide ...' flight pattern.  I don't remember seeing a Coopers using that

same pattern.

Mark Diedrich

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060120/3a8c2ad2/attachment.htm

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Sat Jan 21 20:39:05 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Sat Jan 21 20:39:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hawk sightings--a fair distance to go

Message-ID: <20060122023905.56820.qmail@web60115.mail.yahoo.com>

As long as I had to be on the road to Naperville this

weekend anyway, I counted hawks along the way (as a

member of a new winter state raptor survey team, it's

becoming impossible not to).  On I-57 between I-74 and

I-80 yesterday I counted 16 Red-tailed Hawks and 5

American Kestrels.  (Our surveys usually come out

50-50 on those two species so I imagine being the

driver at 70 mph one sees the larger bird easier than

the smaller, especially in gloomy weather).  One of

the 16 was a kriderii (at Milepost 315 or so).  When

we drove back this evening, it was pretty late so only

a handful of Red-taileds and a probable Rough-legged. 

Nice way to pass the time (but probably not for the

driver!).

Roger Digges

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sat Jan 21 22:09:56 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sat Jan 21 22:10:00 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Goshawk

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2851B4FE6@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Just east of Danville, in Vermillion County, IN.

Driving east on I-74 on a gloomy Friday afternoon. Flying overhead, just about 30 feet above me as it crossed I-74 from south to north. Clear view of overhead profile. Obvious acciptier in shape, bulkier than Coopers or Sharpie, and obviously larger than Coopers.

Bernie Sloan

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sat Jan 21 22:45:46 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sat Jan 21 22:45:53 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake and Forestry Division Big Day

Message-ID: <20060122044546.62049.qmail@web52109.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

Since it has been a while since I have posted, I thought I would go all out and do a big day with Chris Erb today.  It started out as a harmless trip to Clinton Lake, until we really started to clean up on waterfowl.  After doing a number on them, we decided that we needed to go get some reliables back at the forestry division.  After a 9am - 5:30pm run, we ended the day on 61 species.  

Big misses for the day for me include: Common Loon, Bonaparte's Gull, Ruddy Duck, White-crowned Sparrow, and Brown-headed Cowbird.

However, the big hits of the day were: Accipiter Trifecta in a span of about 5 minutes, and three owl species for the day.  No major surprises, but overall a fun day of birding after not expecting to do a big day.  By the way, we decided to try for the big day record for january (80, but we didn't know that) at about 3:05pm, and after that we ended up adding something like 15 species.  It was rather whirlwind.  Our total number of species according to the lister's corner of the IOS website is actually the second best big day record for January in Central Illinois, but that is probably because not many people think to do a big day in January.  Here is the complete list of species seen.

List total = 61 species

======================================

            Pied-Billed Grebe          Horned Grebe          Great Blue Heron          Canada Goose          Cackling Goose          Greater White-fronted Goose          Snow Goose          Mallard          American Black Duck          Northern Pintail          Gadwall          American Wigeon          Northern Shoveler          Canvasback          Lesser Scaup          Common Goldeneye          Hooded Merganser          Common Merganser          Turkey Vulture          Sharp-shinned Hawk          Cooper's Hawk          Northern Goshawk          Northern Harrier          Red-tailed Hawk          American Kestrel          Ring-necked Pheasant          Wild Turkey          American Coot          Ring-billed Gull          Rock Pigeon          Mourning Dove          Great Horned Owl          Barred Owl          Long-eared Owl          Belted Kingfisher          Downy Woodpecker          Red-bellied Woodpecker          Northern Flicker          Blue Jay          American Crow         

 Horned Lark          Tufted Titmouse          Carolina Chickadee          Red-breasted Nuthatch          White-breasted Nuthatch          Brown Creeper          Carolina Wren          Golden-crowned Kinglet          American Robin          European Starling          Northern Cardinal          Song Sparrow          Fox Sparrow          White-throated Sparrow          American Tree Sparrow          Dark-eyed Junco          Lapland Longspur          Red-winged Blackbird          House Finch          American Goldfinch          House Sparrow       ===============================

If you have any questions, feel free to ask offline or if the list would need the answers, feel free to post there as well.  

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Graduate Assistant

Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

Yahoo! Photos

 Got holiday prints? See all the ways to get quality prints in your hands ASAP.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060121/57583a3d/attachment.htm

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Sun Jan 22 07:57:59 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Sun Jan 22 07:51:56 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake and Forestry Division Big Day

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV1656E500DB05D46D57372C6110@phx.gbl>

Bryan,

If one has limited time, what areas would you recommend checking out before others since Clinton Lake is a large place.  Thanks.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Bryan Guarente

Sent: Saturday, January 21, 2006 10:46 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake and Forestry Division Big Day

Birdnoters,

Since it has been a while since I have posted, I thought I would go all out and do a big day with Chris Erb today.  It started out as a harmless trip to Clinton Lake, until we really started to clean up on waterfowl.  After doing a number on them, we decided that we needed to go get some reliables back at the forestry division.  After a 9am - 5:30pm run, we ended the day on 61 species.   

Big misses for the day for me include: Common Loon, Bonaparte's Gull, Ruddy Duck, White-crowned Sparrow, and Brown-headed Cowbird.

However, the big hits of the day were: Accipiter Trifecta in a span of about 5 minutes, and three owl species for the day.  No major surprises, but overall a fun day of birding after not expecting to do a big day.  By the way, we decided to try for the big day record for january (80, but we didn't know that) at about 3:05pm, and after that we ended up adding something like 15 species.  It was rather whirlwind.  Our total number of species according to the lister's corner of the IOS website is actually the second best big day record for January in Central Illinois, but that is probably because not many people think to do a big day in January.  Here is the complete list of species seen.

List total = 61 species

======================================

Pied-Billed Grebe

Horned Grebe

Great Blue Heron

Canada Goose

Cackling Goose

Greater White-fronted Goose

Snow Goose

Mallard

American Black Duck

Northern Pintail

Gadwall

American Wigeon

Northern Shoveler

Canvasback

Lesser Scaup

Common Goldeneye

Hooded Merganser

Common Merganser

Turkey Vulture

Sharp-shinned Hawk

Cooper's Hawk

Northern Goshawk

Northern Harrier

Red-tailed Hawk

American Kestrel

Ring-necked Pheasant

Wild Turkey

American Coot

Ring-billed Gull

Rock Pigeon

Mourning Dove

Great Horned Owl

Barred Owl

Long-eared Owl

Belted Kingfisher

Downy Woodpecker

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Northern Flicker

Blue Jay

American Crow

Horned Lark

Tufted Titmouse

Carolina Chickadee

Red-breasted Nuthatch

White-breasted Nuthatch

Brown Creeper

Carolina Wren

Golden-crowned Kinglet

American Robin

European Starling

Northern Cardinal

Song Sparrow

Fox Sparrow

White-throated Sparrow

American Tree Sparrow

Dark-eyed Junco

Lapland Longspur

Red-winged Blackbird

House Finch

American Goldfinch

House Sparrow

===============================

If you have any questions, feel free to ask offline or if the list would need the answers, feel free to post there as well.   

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Graduate Assistant

Champaign, IL

Yahoo! Photos

Got holiday prints? See all the ways to get quality prints in your hands ASAP. _______________________________________________
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sun Jan 22 11:49:51 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sun Jan 22 11:49:54 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Doves

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2851B4FE6@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601221147550.13069-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Saw a couple dozen Mourning Doves in the trees outside my apartment, 

in west Champaign, yesterday evening.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From spendelo at uiuc.edu  Sun Jan 22 13:38:14 2006

From: spendelo at uiuc.edu (Jacob Spendelow)

Date: Sun Jan 22 13:38:00 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Prairie Falcon

Message-ID: <6.0.0.22.2.20060122132325.02b92b00@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Hi everyone,

I just got a call from Bryan Guarente, telling me that Greg Lambeth saw a 

Prairie Falcon near Willard airport earlier today.  Apparently it was seen 

from rt. 45 just south of the entrance to the airport.

Good birding,

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Jan 22 14:03:54 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Sun Jan 22 14:04:07 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Prairie Falcon

References: <6.0.0.22.2.20060122132325.02b92b00@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B01844D1F@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

At 12:15pm this afternoon, I had a Prairie Falcon flying over Route 45 about 1/4 mile South of the entrace to Willard Airport. I observed the bird again just East of Route 45, but then lost it as it flew further East.  I was able to pull off 45 and observe the bird through binoculars as it flew over my car.  I had seen the falcon flying West of 45 over airport propery and just assumed Peregrine given that there has been at least one and possibly 2 of them around this winter. It was immediately apparent that the bird wasn't a Peregrine, however, by its very light brown plumage.  The dark under-wing coverts and axillaries were quite apparent as it flew over and I had a pretty good look at the facial patterning -- the bird was very close to my car! Then, the bird pulled up and hovered twice -- a behavior I've seen Prairie Falcons do before, but not often.  

There were 2 Prairie Falcons on the South Farms during the winter of 1994-1995 -- I saw one fly over my house in South Urbana just after moving to town.  I've had Prairie Falcon in DeWitt County in the late 1990s, but this specie has been much more scarce in Illinois in recent winters.  

My experience with Prairie Falcons in North Dakota (where they were regular, but uncommon fall migrants and a few wintered) is that these birds prefer high perches, typically telephone power lines.  They often sit up against cross-bars where they can be hard to spot.  They also fly low to the ground and up high -- this bird started low to the ground, but went fairly high before it started to hover.

Greg Lambeth

337-6227

From spendelo at uiuc.edu  Sun Jan 22 17:57:15 2006

From: spendelo at uiuc.edu (Jacob Spendelow)

Date: Sun Jan 22 17:57:02 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Prairie Falcon

In-Reply-To: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B01844D1F@odosmail.ad.uiuc. edu>

References: <6.0.0.22.2.20060122132325.02b92b00@express.cites.uiuc.edu>


<1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B01844D1F@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <6.0.0.22.2.20060122175646.02b86d20@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I went out looking for Greg's falcon later this afternoon, and I think I 

saw it, though not well enough to be sure.  I saw a large falcon SE of the 

intersection of 45 and Church.  The bird hovered once while I watched, like 

how Greg described, but it was too distant to observe 

plumage.  Unfortunately I lost track of it due to a red light and wasn't 

able to find it again.

Jacob Spendelow

Champaign

At 02:03 PM 1-22-2006, Gregory S Lambeth wrote:

>At 12:15pm this afternoon, I had a Prairie Falcon flying over Route 45 

>about 1/4 mile South of the entrace to Willard Airport. I observed the 

>bird again just East of Route 45, but then lost it as it flew further 

>East.  I was able to pull off 45 and observe the bird through binoculars 

>as it flew over my car.  I had seen the falcon flying West of 45 over 

>airport propery and just assumed Peregrine given that there has been at 

>least one and possibly 2 of them around this winter. It was immediately 

>apparent that the bird wasn't a Peregrine, however, by its very light 

>brown plumage.  The dark under-wing coverts and axillaries were quite 

>apparent as it flew over and I had a pretty good look at the facial 

>patterning -- the bird was very close to my car! Then, the bird pulled up 

>and hovered twice -- a behavior I've seen Prairie Falcons do before, but 

>not often.

>

>There were 2 Prairie Falcons on the South Farms during the winter of 

>1994-1995 -- I saw one fly over my house in South Urbana just after moving 

>to town.  I've had Prairie Falcon in DeWitt County in the late 1990s, but 

>this specie has been much more scarce in Illinois in recent winters.

>

>My experience with Prairie Falcons in North Dakota (where they were 

>regular, but uncommon fall migrants and a few wintered) is that these 

>birds prefer high perches, typically telephone power lines.  They often 

>sit up against cross-bars where they can be hard to spot.  They also fly 

>low to the ground and up high -- this bird started low to the ground, but 

>went fairly high before it started to hover.

>

>Greg Lambeth

>337-6227

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Mon Jan 23 09:38:30 2006

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Mon Jan 23 09:38:31 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Campus pair American Kestrels

Message-ID: <55f00e16.7f307c1c.acee100@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

This morning I saw a pair of kestrels perched atop a bit of 

molding next to a doorway that opens from the third floor of 

Temple Hoyne Buell Hall on the uiuc campus.  (East side of 

the building, south end.)  The perch was just big enough for 

two.

I was looking for them, since when I passed there last friday 

the female had been on top of the building while the male 

took on a rival in an aerial battle nearby.

There is a fair amount of whitewash near the perch, so I 

guess they've been around a while.

Rob Kanter

rkanter@uiuc.edu

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Jan 23 12:37:13 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Jan 23 12:37:15 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Prairie falcon--maybe

Message-ID: <20060123183713.22470.qmail@web60118.mail.yahoo.com>

Just spent over an hour driving around the area where

the Prairie Falcon was sighted yesterday.  

I did see a large dark falcon scattering a flock of

starlings moving from south to north across Monticello

Road about 3/4s of a mile west of where the Prairie

Falcon was seen.  The darkness of the bird may have

been due to the low light conditions which made a lot

of birds seem backlit.  The falcon followed the

contours of the ground just a few feet above the grass

and moved quickly (too quickly to get a very good

view).  My impression was that its wingbeats were

somewhat "floppy", a little like a harrier.  I

wouldn't count it on my year list, but do think it

could have been the prairie falcon.

Only other raptors I saw were a male kestrel on 900N

just a half mile east of 45, and an adult Red-tailed

perched on the guy wire of the closest communication

tower southeast of Windsor and First.  

Roger Digges   

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Jan 23 14:13:04 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Jan 23 14:13:07 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's hawk vs. squirrel

Message-ID: <20060123201304.66546.qmail@web60116.mail.yahoo.com>

While eating a late lunch, I noticed an immature

accipter, probably a male Cooper's, perched in my

neighbor's yard.  I watched as a squirrel made its way

up to the Cooper's perch, from ground level to about

20 feet up.  When the squirrel got to within a foot or

two of the Cooper's position, the hawk flew off.  

I noticed this same behavior in the backyard at my

former house, with a different (immature) Cooper's

hawk a year or two ago.  The hawk would sit on the

back fence until a squirrel would make its way from

the ground to within a foot or two of the Cooper's

hawk, at which point the Cooper would fly.

I know the Cooper's is a bird hawk, but it still is

larger than the squirrel and has rather formidable

weapons.  Why would it fly rather than attack.  (I'm

not sure if this is the same bird who attacked the

turkeys; the other Cooper's looked like an adult bird,

but I didn't have the leisurely study of it that I did

this bird.)  Just wondering.

Roger Digges  

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Jan 23 15:33:18 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Jan 23 15:33:20 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Coopers

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90718A2AF@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I left Parkland College (at 2:30) by the "back entrance"...there on a

back yard fence just across the street, a Coopers was sitting, plucking

away at lunch.  It bent over, it straightened, and feathers flew...over

and over again.   As no other cars were coming, I sat there for 2-3

minutes and watched...

Bob Vaiden

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Jan 23 17:00:11 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Jan 23 17:00:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's hawk vs. squirrel no sightings

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90718A2B0@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

A number of years ago I watched a squirrel leave my yard in the talons

of a Coopers Hawk...

Bob  :)

______________________________________________________

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Roger

Digges

Sent: Monday, January 23, 2006 2:13 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's hawk vs. squirrel

While eating a late lunch, I noticed an immature

accipter, probably a male Cooper's, perched in my

neighbor's yard.  I watched as a squirrel made its way

up to the Cooper's perch, from ground level to about

20 feet up.  When the squirrel got to within a foot or

two of the Cooper's position, the hawk flew off.  

I noticed this same behavior in the backyard at my

former house, with a different (immature) Cooper's

hawk a year or two ago.  The hawk would sit on the

back fence until a squirrel would make its way from

the ground to within a foot or two of the Cooper's

hawk, at which point the Cooper would fly.

I know the Cooper's is a bird hawk, but it still is

larger than the squirrel and has rather formidable

weapons.  Why would it fly rather than attack.  (I'm

not sure if this is the same bird who attacked the

turkeys; the other Cooper's looked like an adult bird,

but I didn't have the leisurely study of it that I did

this bird.)  Just wondering.

Roger Digges  

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Mon Jan 23 19:30:16 2006

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Mon Jan 23 19:30:36 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Co. Prairie Falcon

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20060123191650.02605a28@mail.kspei.com>

Hello IBETTERS, Left as early as I could after working at Champaign 

today.  Heading south on rt 45 saw 2 Red tailed Hawks and two Kestrels. At 

3:50p sighted a large, not too pointy winged Falcon flying over rt 45 at 

Philo Road heading wsw.  It flushed some pigeons off some grain bins.  I 

had to turn around then headed west on Philo (900N) Road slowly scanning 

the fields.  I then saw the bird flying low over the fields to the north of 

the road.  I had to drive over 50mph to catch up with it!  That bird sure 

could move!  Flap  flap flap soar flap flap flap soar, etc.  Then it 

stopped and landed on a dirt hump in the field.  I was able to view it only 

with binos in fading misty light.  It was  lightish brown with a paler 

face, stood up long and lean.  Of course, before I could get the scope it 

flew on low over the fields to the sw.  I refound it perched on one of the 

airport beacon towers (the south one) then it flew back low over the fields 

to the east.  I did not see it again. It was now 4:20p. The lighting was 

rather poor.  I am fairly certain it was a Prairie Falcon due to flight 

style, wing shape, back color and contrast with face.  The tail was also 

rather long.  Hopefully, I can get a better quality view of the bird 

later.   Traffic was fast and reckless, exercise caution on rt 45 and even 

the country roads here.   Good luck on seeing this beauty, Rhetta Jack, 

Springfield, IL (Sangamon Co.)  The bird is near Savoy in Champaign Co. 

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Mon Jan 23 20:05:05 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Mon Jan 23 20:05:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's hawk vs. squirrel

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CBF2@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Roger,

I recall observing the same sort of thing several years ago. A Cooper's

was perched on top of a wooden fence in much the same way you described.

A squirrel (maybe a couple of them) worked its way up the fence and the

Cooper's flew away.

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Roger

Digges

Sent: Monday, January 23, 2006 2:13 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's hawk vs. squirrel

While eating a late lunch, I noticed an immature

accipter, probably a male Cooper's, perched in my

neighbor's yard.  I watched as a squirrel made its way

up to the Cooper's perch, from ground level to about

20 feet up.  When the squirrel got to within a foot or

two of the Cooper's position, the hawk flew off.  

I noticed this same behavior in the backyard at my

former house, with a different (immature) Cooper's

hawk a year or two ago.  The hawk would sit on the

back fence until a squirrel would make its way from

the ground to within a foot or two of the Cooper's

hawk, at which point the Cooper would fly.

I know the Cooper's is a bird hawk, but it still is

larger than the squirrel and has rather formidable

weapons.  Why would it fly rather than attack.  (I'm

not sure if this is the same bird who attacked the

turkeys; the other Cooper's looked like an adult bird,

but I didn't have the leisurely study of it that I did

this bird.)  Just wondering.

Roger Digges  

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

_______________________________________________
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Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org
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From Astrid at insightbb.com  Mon Jan 23 21:14:17 2006

From: Astrid at insightbb.com (Astrid)

Date: Mon Jan 23 21:14:15 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's hawk vs. squirrel

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CBF2@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

References: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CBF2@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <43D59B89.8040805@insightbb.com>

in 2000, juvenile Coopers hawks nested in our yard. they took a lot of 

squirrels, at first only babies, but later adults. The parents only 

really trained the first baby, and for at least 10 months, the second 

baby only hunted squirrels, and the third shared them. once they changed 

plumage, we lost track of them

Sloan, Bernie wrote:

> Roger,

>

> I recall observing the same sort of thing several years ago. A Cooper's

> was perched on top of a wooden fence in much the same way you described.

> A squirrel (maybe a couple of them) worked its way up the fence and the

> Cooper's flew away.

>

> Bernie Sloan

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Roger

> Digges

> Sent: Monday, January 23, 2006 2:13 PM

> To: Birdnotes

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's hawk vs. squirrel

>

> While eating a late lunch, I noticed an immature

> accipter, probably a male Cooper's, perched in my

> neighbor's yard.  I watched as a squirrel made its way

> up to the Cooper's perch, from ground level to about

> 20 feet up.  When the squirrel got to within a foot or

> two of the Cooper's position, the hawk flew off.  

>

> I noticed this same behavior in the backyard at my

> former house, with a different (immature) Cooper's

> hawk a year or two ago.  The hawk would sit on the

> back fence until a squirrel would make its way from

> the ground to within a foot or two of the Cooper's

> hawk, at which point the Cooper would fly.

>

> I know the Cooper's is a bird hawk, but it still is

> larger than the squirrel and has rather formidable

> weapons.  Why would it fly rather than attack.  (I'm

> not sure if this is the same bird who attacked the

> turkeys; the other Cooper's looked like an adult bird,

> but I didn't have the leisurely study of it that I did

> this bird.)  Just wondering.

>

> Roger Digges  

>

> __________________________________________________

> Do You Yahoo!?

> Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

> http://mail.yahoo.com 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>   

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Tue Jan 24 11:01:30 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Tue Jan 24 11:16:07 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's hawk vs. squirrel

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV1664609994B546AC9AD073C6130@phx.gbl>

I guess I'm surprised that the juvenile Cooper parents were so successful at taking squirrels.  An adult grey squirrel seems like it wouldn't be easy prey and that maybe the female Cooper's would be the most adept at catching them.  But feeding nestlings would put a lot of pressure on the adults.  Maybe the young then learned good hunting techniques from the parents?  In the winter it seems catching birds at feeders would be a much easier way to go, and there aren't young squirrels around then either.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Astrid

Sent: Monday, January 23, 2006 9:25 PM

To: Sloan, Bernie

Cc: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Cooper's hawk vs. squirrel

in 2000, juvenile Coopers hawks nested in our yard. they took a lot of  

squirrels, at first only babies, but later adults. The parents only  

really trained the first baby, and for at least 10 months, the second  

baby only hunted squirrels, and the third shared them. once they changed  

plumage, we lost track of them

Sloan, Bernie wrote:

> Roger,

>

> I recall observing the same sort of thing several years ago. A Cooper's

> was perched on top of a wooden fence in much the same way you described

> A squirrel (maybe a couple of them) worked its way up the fence and the

> Cooper's flew away.

>

> Bernie Sloan

>

> -----Original Message-----

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Roger

> Digges

> Sent: Monday, January 23, 2006 2:13 PM

> To: Birdnotes

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's hawk vs. squirrel

>

> While eating a late lunch, I noticed an immature

> accipter, probably a male Cooper's, perched in my

> neighbor's yard.  I watched as a squirrel made its way

> up to the Cooper's perch, from ground level to about

> 20 feet up.  When the squirrel got to within a foot or

> two of the Cooper's position, the hawk flew off.   

>

> I noticed this same behavior in the backyard at my

> former house, with a different (immature) Cooper's

> hawk a year or two ago.  The hawk would sit on the

> back fence until a squirrel would make its way from

> the ground to within a foot or two of the Cooper's

> hawk, at which point the Cooper would fly.

>

> I know the Cooper's is a bird hawk, but it still is

> larger than the squirrel and has rather formidable

> weapons.  Why would it fly rather than attack.  (I'm

> not sure if this is the same bird who attacked the

> turkeys; the other Cooper's looked like an adult bird,

> but I didn't have the leisurely study of it that I did

> this bird.)  Just wondering.

>

> Roger Digges   

>

> __________________________________________________

> Do You Yahoo!?

> Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around  

> http://mail.yahoo.com  

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>    

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060124/dade58e3/attachment-0001.htm

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 24 11:01:56 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Tue Jan 24 11:23:40 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B01CD0412@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

I had one of the Peregrines flying over Green and Wright street on the University of Illinois campus at 10:45am this morning.

Greg Lambeth

From Frank21 at insightbb.com  Tue Jan 24 17:52:04 2006

From: Frank21 at insightbb.com (Frank)

Date: Tue Jan 24 17:53:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

References: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B01CD0412@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <000401c62141$41c10f00$6801a8c0@BLACKDELL>

Turkeys are roosting  in a pin oak tree at Burlison and Gerorge Huff 

tonight.

Frank Cooper 

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Tue Jan 24 18:25:02 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Tue Jan 24 18:18:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV1229D401C8A93BC78980EBC6120@phx.gbl>

Greg,

You said "one of".  Does that mean that it's been determined that there are 2?

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Gregory S Lambeth

Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2006 11:44 AM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

I had one of the Peregrines flying over Green and Wright street on the University of Illinois campus at 10:45am this morning.

Greg Lambeth

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060124/0ba45969/attachment.htm

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 24 19:28:11 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Tue Jan 24 19:28:18 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

References: <BAY102-DAV1229D401C8A93BC78980EBC6120@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B01844D24@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

Charlene:

I don't think it's been determined that there are 2 Peregrines, although it's a possibility given the range of sightings across town.  I was also thinking about roost sites for these birds.  In Grand Forks, 2 Peregrines have roosted on a water tower in recent years.  I'm assuming these birds may be roosting on a tall building on campus, a water tower, television tower, etc.  It may also be worth looking for a Prairie Falcon roost.  A Prairie Falcon wintered for several years in Grand Forks and it roosted on a narrow window ledge on a 8-10 story sand-colored building.  The roost was easy to spot due to whitewash.  In these post-911 days, it may not be such a good idea to be pointing scopes at residence halls, but the birds may be up there!

Greg

-----Original Message-----

From: charlene anchor [mailto:charleneanchor@msn.com]

Sent: Tue 1/24/2006 6:25 PM

To: Gregory S Lambeth; birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

Greg,

You said "one of".  Does that mean that it's been determined that there are 2?

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Gregory S Lambeth

Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2006 11:44 AM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

I had one of the Peregrines flying over Green and Wright street on the University of Illinois campus at 10:45am this morning.

Greg Lambeth

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Jan 24 20:59:48 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Jan 24 20:59:51 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CCDE@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Frank,

Thanks! I plan to walk by there in the AM.

The way the wind is howling, I hope they don't get blown out of the pin

oak tree tonight!!

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Frank

Sent: Tuesday, January 24, 2006 5:52 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

Turkeys are roosting  in a pin oak tree at Burlison and Gerorge Huff 

tonight.

Frank Cooper 

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Jan 25 08:00:04 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Jan 25 08:00:37 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Southeast Urbana morning

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CCF1@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Tried to get a glimpse of the turkeys in their roost tree, but they were

already gone by the time I got there...

Sharp-Shinned Hawk flying over Burlison

Red-Tailed Hawk taking off from a Sycamore along Vine, South of George

Huff

Cardinals

Crows

Blue Jay

Goldfinch

Juncos

House Sparrows

Robin

Hairy Woodpecker

Bernie Sloan

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed Jan 25 11:03:56 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed Jan 25 11:04:05 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Southeast Urbana morning

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CCF1@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <20060125170356.57857.qmail@web60112.mail.yahoo.com>

I checked out the roost tree at around 6:00 and again around 6:30, and did not find the turkeys.  

  Roger Digges

"Sloan, Bernie" <bernies@uillinois.edu> wrote:

  Tried to get a glimpse of the turkeys in their roost tree, but they were

already gone by the time I got there...

Sharp-Shinned Hawk flying over Burlison

Red-Tailed Hawk taking off from a Sycamore along Vine, South of George

Huff

Cardinals

Crows

Blue Jay

Goldfinch

Juncos

House Sparrows

Robin

Hairy Woodpecker

Bernie Sloan

_______________________________________________
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https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From Frank21 at insightbb.com  Wed Jan 25 12:50:06 2006

From: Frank21 at insightbb.com (Frank)

Date: Wed Jan 25 13:09:21 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Southeast Urbana morning

References: <20060125170356.57857.qmail@web60112.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <000e01c621e0$293f4100$6801a8c0@BLACKDELL>

I don't understand how you could expect to see the turkeys in the dark.

Frank

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060125/f9760e8f/attachment.htm

From Frank21 at insightbb.com  Wed Jan 25 13:18:02 2006

From: Frank21 at insightbb.com (Frank)

Date: Wed Jan 25 13:40:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Southeast Urbana morning

References: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F28582CCF1@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <002001c621e4$1060fe90$6801a8c0@BLACKDELL>

Must have been looking in wrong tree, Susan said the turkeys were still 

there at 8:00am and gone at 12:00.

Frank Cooper 

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed Jan 25 14:11:45 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed Jan 25 14:39:23 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Southeast Urbana morning

In-Reply-To: <000e01c621e0$293f4100$6801a8c0@BLACKDELL>

Message-ID: <20060125201145.56757.qmail@web60123.mail.yahoo.com>

There is more than enough skyglow from city lights to see the trees backlighted.  And by 6:30 or a little later, morning twilight is plenty bright enough.

  Roger

Frank <Frank21@insightbb.com> wrote:

          I don't understand how you could expect to see the turkeys in the dark.

  Frank

---------------------------------

Do you Yahoo!?

 With a free 1 GB, there's more in store with Yahoo! Mail.
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From jane_easterly at hotmail.com  Wed Jan 25 16:33:05 2006

From: jane_easterly at hotmail.com (Jane Easterly)

Date: Wed Jan 25 17:04:55 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] no sightings; seeking advice on a broken feeder

Message-ID: <BAY105-F308F4CE3003B3BFB51AA791120@phx.gbl>

I have a Yankee Tipper or Flipper or one of those feeders. The bottom tray 

is attached to the part holding the seed in such a way that if something 

heavy like a squirrel tries to sit on it, it flips the animal off. About six 

or eight birds however can sit on it and they are fine.

Well, the more talented of my yard squirrels were actually able to cling to 

the flipped tray with their back legs while holding on to the feeder with 

their front paws while they siphoned a few seeds out. They couldn't stay up 

long, but they kept doing it to the point that the dozen or so little wires 

that were keeping the tray attached to the feeder have broken. So, now my 

feeder has no tray. About the only birds who have no trouble clinging to the 

feeder while feeding are, of course, the house sparrows.

Anyone have this happen to them? Any suggestions on how to fix it? I'm not 

terribly handy, but the feeder cost $100 so I'd like to try to salvage it 

somehow. Thanks.

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed Jan 25 16:55:30 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed Jan 25 17:29:02 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Southeast Urbana morning

In-Reply-To: <002001c621e4$1060fe90$6801a8c0@BLACKDELL>

Message-ID: <20060125225530.18262.qmail@web60125.mail.yahoo.com>

Must have been.  Burlison and George Huff? 

Whereabouts from there?

Roger

--- Frank <Frank21@insightbb.com> wrote:

> Must have been looking in wrong tree, Susan said the

> turkeys were still 

> there at 8:00am and gone at 12:00.

> Frank Cooper 

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Wed Jan 25 17:33:27 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Wed Jan 25 18:23:48 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

References: <20060125170356.57857.qmail@web60112.mail.yahoo.com>


<000e01c621e0$293f4100$6801a8c0@BLACKDELL>

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B01844D28@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

I had a/the Peregrine near the corner of Green and Goodwin sitting on top of a church steeple at 5:07pm.  I've had a Peregrine perched here once before.

Greg

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Wed Jan 25 21:05:01 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Wed Jan 25 22:18:49 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Prairie Falcon Search Party (no sightings)

Message-ID: <20060126030501.10441.qmail@web52102.mail.yahoo.com>

For those interested parties,

I plan on going out for the Prairie Falcon on Saturday morning.  The more people that can come out to look the better.  We can cover a great amount of area if we have a lot of people.  Large falcons can have very large territories.  Chris Erb and I were talking about large falcons, the other day, and the Peregrine Falcons he did some studies on in CO had greater than 150 square mile territories.  I am expecting that Prairie Falcons aren't much different.  

Having said that though, this means that we likely have to cover 12 miles in all directions from the initial sighting location if we don't have luck in the initial area.  If others are interested in a search campaign this saturday, please email me privately.  The search will require multiple cars so we can cover the area efficiently.  Also, walkie talkies (FRS channel 11 22) are a big plus rather than having to call each other via cell phones if the bird is found.  I plan to start around 9am, but may be out earlier.  

If you cannot make it for a long haul, it would still be good to have you out there.  Again, the more people we have the better chances we have of finding this bird.  I plan on spending at least 4 or five hours searching for this bird on saturday.  If you email me back with interest in doing a search, I will give you more information on the search party meeting and other ideas I have about this.

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Graduate Assistant

Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

Do you Yahoo!?

 With a free 1 GB, there's more in store with Yahoo! Mail.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Jan 26 01:30:02 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Jan 26 01:53:58 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine

In-Reply-To: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B01844D28@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601260125030.11899-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Gred and birdnoters,

Driving to work yesterday evening.

I had a dark peregrine at about 4th and Chalmers (big apartment building 

around there) at around 4:30.

I think that it headed over to the Quad to aggravate a flock of pigeons in 

the distance.

Don't know if it was the same bird?

Jim :)

On Wed, 25 Jan 2006, Gregory S Lambeth wrote:

> 

> I had a/the Peregrine near the corner of Green and Goodwin sitting on top of a church steeple at 5:07pm.  I've had a Peregrine perched here once before.

> 

> Greg

> 

> 

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Jan 26 01:35:34 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Jan 26 01:59:41 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] no sightings; seeking advice on a broken feeder

In-Reply-To: <BAY105-F308F4CE3003B3BFB51AA791120@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601260133310.11934-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Jane,

I did hear that someone had a pair of bushy tailed varmints that worked 

together.

One would counter balance the other while its friend would flip the seeds 

out onto the ground.

Not sure if it was true or just an Urban Legend but they are smart!

Jim :)

On Wed, 25 Jan 2006, Jane Easterly wrote:

> I have a Yankee Tipper or Flipper or one of those feeders. The bottom tray 

> is attached to the part holding the seed in such a way that if something 

> heavy like a squirrel tries to sit on it, it flips the animal off. About six 

> or eight birds however can sit on it and they are fine.

> 

> Well, the more talented of my yard squirrels were actually able to cling to 

> the flipped tray with their back legs while holding on to the feeder with 

> their front paws while they siphoned a few seeds out. They couldn't stay up 

> long, but they kept doing it to the point that the dozen or so little wires 

> that were keeping the tray attached to the feeder have broken. So, now my 

> feeder has no tray. About the only birds who have no trouble clinging to the 

> feeder while feeding are, of course, the house sparrows.

> 

> Anyone have this happen to them? Any suggestions on how to fix it? I'm not 

> terribly handy, but the feeder cost $100 so I'd like to try to salvage it 

> somehow. Thanks.

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From lgibbens at usd116.org  Thu Jan 26 15:30:47 2006

From: lgibbens at usd116.org (Linda A. Gibbens)

Date: Thu Jan 26 15:37:29 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana turkey sighting database

Message-ID: <CB53BE7D60B52045873FDCED019B81F90202537D@mail.district116.int>

Turkey Sighting

Name: Linda Gibbens & son Will Gibbens

Where: 2007 Boudreau Drive (our yard) and heading south on Boudreau

Drive

When: 8:30am

This is the 3rd time I have spotted the 4 turkeys in the yard. 

I have spotted the turkeys crossing Mumford Drive between Burlison and

Vine

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From lgibbens at usd116.org  Thu Jan 26 15:33:35 2006

From: lgibbens at usd116.org (Linda A. Gibbens)

Date: Thu Jan 26 15:37:32 2006

Subject: FW: [Birdnotes] Urbana turkey sighting database

Message-ID: <CB53BE7D60B52045873FDCED019B81F90202537E@mail.district116.int>

 I'm sorry I forgot the date: January 25, 2006

 Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana turkey sighting database

 Turkey Sighting

Name: Linda Gibbens & son Will Gibbens

Where: 2007 Boudreau Drive (our yard) and heading south on Boudreau

Drive

When: 8:30am

This is the 3rd time I have spotted the 4 turkeys in the yard. 

I have spotted the turkeys crossing Mumford Drive between Burlison and

Vine

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060126/fe7127f2/attachment.htm

From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Thu Jan 26 18:57:57 2006

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Thu Jan 26 22:57:32 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Merlin

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20060126170255.03f90f48@mail.millikin.edu>

I had my best look ever at a Merlin this afternoon in a tree in the front 

yard of Robeson School in Champaign.  It sat there for about 10 minutes 

while I walked to my car, got my binoculars from the trunk (what were they 

doing in the trunk?!) and then pulled my car almost underneath it to watch 

for a while.  Then it flew very fast into a nearby yard and I never saw it 

again.

Dave Enstrom and I saw two Long-eared Owls in Forestry around noon.

Also saw a Belted Kingfisher sitting above a small creek near Old Church Rd 

and So. Race.

Ray

Urbana

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Jan 27 01:36:22 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Jan 27 01:36:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Starved Rock Eagle Days this weekend

In-Reply-To: <5.2.0.9.2.20060126170255.03f90f48@mail.millikin.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0601270131150.20652-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Correct me if I'm wrong but I think this is the weekend for an Illinois 

Audubon Eagle Festival this Friday and Saturday.

Past events included a sand table demonstration from our own very Bob 

Vaiden and some captive raptors sailing around in a room.

I also remember a very nice butterfly slide show and a talk by John 

Wallace who plays John Muir!

Jim Hoyt :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Fri Jan 27 08:44:33 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Fri Jan 27 08:38:27 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] NO sightings:  coming weather

Message-ID: <BAY102-DAV2DC004395C86D58B1E377C6140@phx.gbl>

A friend of my husband has told him a couple of times now that on Feb 6 we are going to be hit with severe winter weather conditions.  These are supposed to last for 6 weeks.  I have no idea how he knows this and I'm hoping that the 6 weeks is an overestimate.  He works for the airport and I would guess he has access to weather predictions that we don't have. Six weeks at this time of year would start hurting some of the early migrants I would think.  I was talking to someone earlier this week who said he saw some swallows - wasn't sure what kind - but was shocked to see them.  I'm thinking, I hope he was wrong in his identification.  Anyway, is anyone aware of the possibility of a long, cold spell coming?

Thanks.

Charlene Anchor
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From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Fri Jan 27 09:25:11 2006

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Fri Jan 27 09:25:19 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Groundhog

Message-ID: <202.11131af8.310b9557@aol.com>

Maybe your husband friend has been taking with a Groundhog.

                                    Bud Lewsader
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From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Fri Jan 27 19:35:24 2006

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Fri Jan 27 19:35:33 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Heron Rookery

Message-ID: <19e.442ace29.310c245c@aol.com>

     I went out to Heron Park yesterday and today. Lots of Ducks and Geese 

there. Along with a few other birds. I did See one of the adult Bald Eagles, and 

an immature Bald Eagle, yesterday. Today I saw 8-10 Great Blue Herons 

checking out the nest at the rookery. I guess they are getting ready to set up house 

keeping.

                                                     Bud Lewsader
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Fri Jan 27 19:44:16 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Fri Jan 27 19:44:22 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Starved Rock Eagle Days this weekend

Message-ID: <21b.716fa9f.310c2670@aol.com>

    You are correct and I believe that Steve Bailey will also be there with a 

display from the Natural History Survey.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

In a message dated 1/27/2006 4:15:57 AM Central Standard Time, 

jwhoyt@prairienet.org writes:

Birders,

Correct me if I'm wrong but I think this is the weekend for an Illinois 

Audubon Eagle Festival this Friday and Saturday.

Past events included a sand table demonstration from our own very Bob 

Vaiden and some captive raptors sailing around in a room.

I also remember a very nice butterfly slide show and a talk by John 

Wallace who plays John Muir!

Jim Hoyt :)

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060127/4d1b8aa3/attachment.htm

From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Fri Jan 27 20:09:20 2006

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Fri Jan 27 20:09:36 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Heron Rookery

Message-ID: <273.4c4b5b1.310c2c50@aol.com>

The heron Rooky is on west Newell Road. West of Wal-mart, Danville.
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From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Sat Jan 28 09:49:13 2006

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Sat Jan 28 09:49:25 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Directions to Heron Park

Message-ID: <1f9.1a361222.310cec79@aol.com>

Directions to Heron Park from Champaign:  

       I-74 to Route 150 west of Danville (Exit 210) go east to the first 

stop light (Henning Road) Go noth to the first road past Kennekuk Park entrance 

turn right (road #2300N or Old Union Rd) , Go to the end of the road and turn 

left (1400E). Go to the first road turn right (West Newell rd or Rd. 2350N). 

Look for the wooden tower on you right. about a mile down the road. The Heron 

rooker is to the north of the parking lot in the dead tress.

     I hope you get there alright.
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From bpalmore at egix.net  Sat Jan 28 10:30:38 2006

From: bpalmore at egix.net (Bland Palmore)

Date: Sat Jan 28 10:30:43 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hawk

Message-ID: <6.1.0.6.1.20060128102912.01a44008@mail.egix.net>

10:30 a.m. Redtailed Hawk, Race Street a couple of blocks north of 

Windsor.  Sitting on light pole.

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sat Jan 28 12:32:14 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sat Jan 28 12:32:24 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Prairie Falcon Search Party 

Message-ID: <143.551eb6fd.310d12ae@aol.com>

    I mostly covered an area west of 57 out to about 200 East.  No Prairie 

Falcon but I did have 8 RETAILED HAWK (6 of these were seen later on the south 

farms), 3 KESTREL, and got my scope on 1 ROUGH-LEGGED HAWK.  In the UI forestry 

off Lincoln I had 2 GREAT-HORNED OWLS, and in the forestry off Race Street I 

had 1 LONG-EARED OWL.  There were 3 BROWN CREEPER at Meadowbrook and had a fly 

over KILLDEER.  The HORNED LARKS were signing in a number of fields, and in 

the country I had 1 ROBIN (over 30 near the old Bee research lab) and 1 

RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD (in with a very large flock of starlings).

David Thomas

Champaign, IL
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From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Sat Jan 28 19:34:55 2006

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Sat Jan 28 19:35:04 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Starved Rock

Message-ID: <6a.66380ca1.310d75bf@aol.com>

Did anyone go up to Starved Rock today. For their Bald Eagle Days?

                           Bud Lewsader
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From bpalmore at egix.net  Sun Jan 29 12:06:04 2006

From: bpalmore at egix.net (Bland Palmore)

Date: Sun Jan 29 12:06:29 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey Sighting

Message-ID: <6.1.0.6.1.20060129120458.019db610@mail.egix.net>

901 Brighton, Urbana. 4 at 11:45 a.m. Sunday

From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Sun Jan 29 12:25:33 2006

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Sun Jan 29 12:25:43 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkeys

Message-ID: <27a.3f8af07.310e629d@aol.com>

Friday i went for a drive out on Indian Springs Road (Vermilion County). I 

counted 34 Turkeys in a corn field.

                                                      Bud Lewsader
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Jan 29 17:28:03 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Jan 29 17:28:06 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Plural of titmouse? no sightings

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2851B5008@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

What's the plural of titmouse? Titmice? Or titmouses? I've seen it both ways.

I was in the process of writing something about the tufted titmouse, and it got me curious.

Thanks!

Bernie Sloan

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Jan 30 09:01:43 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Jan 30 10:09:48 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Coopers

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90718A2B9@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Coopers Hawk in my back yard Spruce trees Saturday morning...it's his

Mourning Dove lunch spot.  Robins on lawns in town on West Springfield

(Champaign) Sunday morning.

Bob  :)

From jane_easterly at hotmail.com  Mon Jan 30 09:12:18 2006

From: jane_easterly at hotmail.com (Jane Easterly)

Date: Mon Jan 30 10:17:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Plural of titmouse? no sightings

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2851B5008@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <BAY105-F24CEF9E08B01FC6A890BCC91090@phx.gbl>

According to the Oxford English Dictionary, it's titmice.

>From: "Sloan, Bernie" <bernies@uillinois.edu>

>To: <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Plural of titmouse? no sightings

>Date: Sun, 29 Jan 2006 17:28:03 -0600

>

>What's the plural of titmouse? Titmice? Or titmouses? I've seen it both 

>ways.

>

>I was in the process of writing something about the tufted titmouse, and it 

>got me curious.

>

>Thanks!

>

>Bernie Sloan

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From norris at pdnt.com  Mon Jan 30 09:41:59 2006

From: norris at pdnt.com (Pat Norris)

Date: Mon Jan 30 10:41:17 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] bald eagles

Message-ID: <MAEOIAJPHFPDIBIAPBINEEMEDAAA.norris@pdnt.com>

Seven mature bald eagles and one juvenile bald eagle in trees along the east

side of the Illinois river just south of Chillicothe on Saturday. We usually

see twice that many when there is ice on the river. Sunday we only saw four

adults.

Pat Norris

From bprice at pdnt.com  Mon Jan 30 12:44:30 2006

From: bprice at pdnt.com (Brock Price)

Date: Mon Jan 30 13:15:39 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Newell Road

Message-ID: <001201c625cd$3528d670$ab41fa3f@YOURCD7BB1D575>

Stopped at the walkways on Old Newell Road yesterday - not much there except 29+ Gadwalls, a few Mallards and large numbers of C.Geese that just kept flying around the entire time I was there.

Brock
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From ernscott at thinkingdogs.com  Mon Jan 30 13:08:07 2006

From: ernscott at thinkingdogs.com (Ernesto Scott)

Date: Mon Jan 30 13:28:35 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: Birdnotes bald eagles

In-Reply-To: <200601301051.1f3E7l5K53NZFml0@kingbird.mail.pas.earthlink.net>

References: <200601301051.1f3E7l5K53NZFml0@kingbird.mail.pas.earthlink.net>

Message-ID: <E774F70D-DC63-4441-A06F-0C25BCBC0053@thinkingdogs.com>

The eagle counts are way down all over. Along the Mississippi, the  

Army Corp of Engineers who do the count by the Lock and Dams, are  

reporting roughly 25% of their normal numbers. There has been no ice  

except for a brief period in December.

es

Ernesto Scott

redstartimages.com

>

> From: "Pat Norris" <norris@pdnt.com>

> Date: January 30, 2006 9:41:59 AM CST

> To: <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Subject: [Birdnotes] bald eagles

>

>

> Seven mature bald eagles and one juvenile bald eagle in trees along  

> the east

> side of the Illinois river just south of Chillicothe on Saturday.  

> We usually

> see twice that many when there is ice on the river. Sunday we only  

> saw four

> adults.

> Pat Norris

>

>

>

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Jan 30 13:17:36 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Jan 30 13:34:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's Hawk

Message-ID: <20060130191736.96727.qmail@web60119.mail.yahoo.com>

Our resident(?) immature Cooper's Hawk just missed

taking a junco on our patio.  He (she?) was a little

ruffled after the hard landing and took a moment on

the patio step (inches from the sliding door) to preen

his feathers.  Nice view!

Roger Digges

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From bprice at pdnt.com  Tue Jan 31 11:26:58 2006

From: bprice at pdnt.com (Brock Price)

Date: Tue Jan 31 11:27:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fairmount

Message-ID: <000c01c6268b$8b314750$2241fa3f@YOURCD7BB1D575>

Went to Fairmount this morning for a short time ( needed more time to be thorough ) 

Snow Geese - 80+ 

Mute Swan - 2

Canadiens

Mallards

Brock
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From bprice at pdnt.com  Tue Jan 31 11:58:07 2006

From: bprice at pdnt.com (Brock Price)

Date: Tue Jan 31 11:58:15 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fairmount

Message-ID: <000f01c6268f$e4cb37e0$7e41fa3f@YOURCD7BB1D575>

Forgot to add to early post:

Greater White-fronted Geese ( scattered but a few )
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Tue Jan 31 16:04:41 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Tue Jan 31 16:04:44 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregringe Falcon in Campustown...

Message-ID: <20060131220442.29246.qmail@web52105.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

  As I write (4:03pm), there is a peregrine falcon sitting on top of the  steeple of the Wesley United Methodist Church on the corner Matthews  and Green.  If you get a chance to go looking, it was there while  I was walking back to my department.

  Bryan Guarente

  Atmospheric Sciences Graduate Assistant

  Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

Do you Yahoo!?

 With a free 1 GB, there's more in store with Yahoo! Mail.
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Tue Jan 31 16:07:23 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Tue Jan 31 16:07:25 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine Falcon campustown...

Message-ID: <20060131220723.59860.qmail@web52102.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

  There was a Peregrine Falcon posted on top of the Wesley United  Methodist Church at the corner of Matthews and Green just a few minutes  ago.  It may still be sitting up there, but I lost sight of the  steeple on the way back to my department.

  Bryan Guarente

  Atmospheric Sciences Graduate Assistant

  Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

 Yahoo! Autos. Looking for a sweet ride? Get pricing, reviews, & more on new and used cars.
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Tue Jan 31 17:26:35 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Tue Jan 31 17:26:43 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine still on church steeple as of 5:25pm

Message-ID: <20060131232635.21203.qmail@web52103.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

  I got a new office bird.  I didn't realize I could see that church steeple from my office window.  Still there!

  Bryan Guarente

  Atmsopheric Sciences Graduate Assistant

  Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

Bring words and photos together (easily) with

 PhotoMail  - it's free and works with Yahoo! Mail.
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Jan 31 18:49:53 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Jan 31 18:51:36 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine still on church steeple as of 5:25pm

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2859DF223@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Bryan (and Birdnoters),

I saw the Peregrine tonight (finally)!!! 

I check out that steeple every chance I get, as the Peregrine has been

reported there several times before. 

I was parked on Illinois Street today just east of Goodwin, by Krannert,

as usual. Before I got in my car (at about 5:20) I turned and looked at

the steeple. It was starting to get kinda dark, but I saw what looked to

be the silhouette of a bird on the top of the steeple. I'll take Bryan's

word for it that it was the Peregrine! :-)

Earlier today (about 2:30) I went to feed the meter and saw a couple of

birds take off/land closer to the base of the steeple. I assume they

were pigeons and not Peregrines looking for a nest site?

I've been watching pigeons on campus a lot lately, and it's obvious

they'd be a good food source. They are all over the place on rooftops!

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Bryan

Guarente

Sent: Tuesday, January 31, 2006 5:27 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine still on church steeple as of 5:25pm

Birdnoters,

I got a new office bird.  I didn't realize I could see that church

steeple from my office window.  Still there!

Bryan Guarente

Atmsopheric Sciences Graduate Assistant

Champaign, IL

________________________________

Bring words and photos together (easily) with

PhotoMail

<http://us.rd.yahoo.com/mail_us/taglines/PMHM3/*http:/photomail.mail.yah

oo.com> - it's free and works with Yahoo! Mail.
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Aug  1 13:08:11 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Aug  1 13:08:21 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E21C@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Spent some time wandering around Meadowbrook this AM before the heat set

in:

*       Eastern Kingbird - two, heard

*       Yellow-billed Cuckoo - one, calling from walnut grove north of

the sidewalk and directly south of garden plots. Called twice and then

apparently flew off. I was right under the trees when it called

*       Common Yellowthroat - quite a few seen, as well as calling

*       Eastern Wood Pewee - one, heard

*       Ring-necked Pheasant - one, flying over prairie

*       Gray Catbird - several

*       Northern Cardinal - several

*       Blue Jay - one, heard

*       Red-winged Blackbirds - many

*       American Crow - several

*       American Robin - quite a few

*       American Goldfinch - quite a few

*       Common Flicker - one, heard

*       Common Grackle - 8-10

*       Song Sparrow - several

*       Field Sparrow - several

*       House Sparrow - two

*       House Finch - several

*       Tree Swallow - two

*       Barn Swallow - one

*       European Starling - half dozen

Bernie Sloan
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Aug  1 18:58:47 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Aug  1 18:59:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Carolina Wren & Cowbirds

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E258@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Before I went to work this AM, and again this evening, there has been a

Carolina Wren working overtime trying to feed two young Cowbirds that

are twice its size.

You really have to feel for the smaller birds that get victimized by

Cowbirds.

Bernie Sloan

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Aug  1 21:09:04 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Aug  1 21:09:16 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E21C@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E268@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Forgot to mention:

Killdeer - Heard somewhere near the south Praiire...

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Sloan,

Bernie

Sent: Tuesday, August 01, 2006 1:08 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning

Spent some time wandering around Meadowbrook this AM before the heat set

in:

*       Eastern Kingbird - two, heard

*       Yellow-billed Cuckoo - one, calling from walnut grove north of

the sidewalk and directly south of garden plots. Called twice and then

apparently flew off. I was right under the trees when it called

*       Common Yellowthroat - quite a few seen, as well as calling

*       Eastern Wood Pewee - one, heard

*       Ring-necked Pheasant - one, flying over prairie

*       Gray Catbird - several

*       Northern Cardinal - several

*       Blue Jay - one, heard

*       Red-winged Blackbirds - many

*       American Crow - several

*       American Robin - quite a few

*       American Goldfinch - quite a few

*       Common Flicker - one, heard

*       Common Grackle - 8-10

*       Song Sparrow - several

*       Field Sparrow - several

*       House Sparrow - two

*       House Finch - several

*       Tree Swallow - two

*       Barn Swallow - one

*       European Starling - half dozen

Bernie Sloan
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From sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu  Wed Aug  2 09:25:06 2006

From: sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu (Steve Bailey)

Date: Wed Aug  2 09:25:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Co. birds

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20060802090419.02da2ad8@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

The high water levels from recent rains and prolonged warm spell seem to 

add up to few shorebirds currently in the area.  I stopped at the swine 

ponds and like others had almost no birds (due to high water levels) 

compared to my last visit there.  So, I decided to stop at the Rantoul 

Sanitary Plant on my way home yesterday evening.  Before I got there 

however, a dove flew across Route 45, just north of I-74 that didn't look 

quite right so I turned around and went back for a second look.  I turned 

east off Rt. 45, down Oaks Rd. just across from Bill Smith Auto Parts, and 

found the bird perched on a utility pole just east of Rt. 45, a EURASIAN 

COLLARED-DOVE just as I thought!


At the Rantoul Sanitary Plant, not many birds, but the large basin is 

currently full of shallow "water", with at least some "muddy" (and I use 

that term loosely...sorry I couldn't resist!  ;-)      )  edge.  Currently, 

the best "mud" flat is at the north end, as well as a small area on the 

east side, with more narrow areas all the way around the lagoon, but all I 

had when I got there were a few SOLITARY and SPOTTED SANDPIPERS, a couple 

of LEAST SANDPIPERS and several KILLDEER.  Further to the north and east 

behind the buildings was a PECTORAL SANDPIPER and many more KILLDEER in 

some much smaller "drying" areas.  An AMERICAN KESTREL flew over the 

lagoon, which could have been part of the problem of few birds.  However, 

as I was leaving three LESSER YELLOWLEGS came flying in for the evening, 

calling, and a BLACK TERN, still in breeding plumage, showed up out of 

nowhere, made one low pass over the lagoon, then gained height and 

continued south out of the area.  If the water continues to go down here, 

exposing more "mud", this area could become very good for shorebirds the 

rest of this summer and fall.  For those that might remember, there were a 

few Buff-breasted Sandpipers that spent several days here last fall.  Good 

shorebirding!

Steve Bailey

Rantoul

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Aug  3 08:26:20 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Aug  3 09:36:02 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Interesting Red-Winged Blackbird vocalization

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E2ED@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

There's a Red-Winged Blackbird near Douglas Creek in Meadowbrook that

every rare now and then starts out his "konk-a-ree" song with a very

distinct "cuckoo" sound. Pretty much like the sound a cuckoo clock

makes, except a little bit slower.

The "cuckoo" part of the song carries farther than the rest of the song,

so from a distance that might be all you hear. I watched him do it this

AM as he sat on top of one of the oaks in the oak savannah restoration

area.

Bernie Sloan

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Fri Aug  4 09:38:57 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Fri Aug  4 09:39:02 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Goldfinches are abundant in Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E3E0@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

The last dew mornings I have noticed increasing numbers of American

Goldfinches in Meadowbrook, to the point where they seem to be the most

common bird in the park, at least at the time of the AM that I walk

through.

I'm assuming it's because the prairie plants they feed on are maturing.

Bernie Sloan

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Fri Aug  4 13:24:26 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Fri Aug  4 13:16:16 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fridays at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV5283BD9C280C0FBE2EE0DC6500@phx.gbl>

This morning I watched an OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER preening itself in the top of a dead tree northeast of the Rabbit Bridge for several minutes.  Then it flew out, caught something big, brought it back, ate and continued preening.  Later an EASTERN PHOEBE landed next to the OLIVE-SIDED.  Have never seen them both together before.   

This seems a bit early for the OLIVE-SIDED to be migrating.  This one had very prominent white tufts on the sides of the rump as Sibley shows for the Juvenile (Jun-Nov). Could this be a Juvenile?  Have they ever bred in Champaign or Vermillion counties?

Also, saw a male RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD sitting on the same dead branch, in the same tree, where I've been seeing a male all summer.  (Last Friday I saw 3 females....2 were together and I wondered if they could be Juveniles but I couldn't tell.)  Later today I saw a female as I was crossing the prairie.  Have a feeling they nest along the creek on the west side but have never been able to confirm that.

Did not hear the YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO this morning.  But last Friday I heard 2 immediately south of the Race Street parking lot in the tree tops.  Their calling was overlapping each other.  At the same time I heard a 3rd from the west sounding like it was coming from the far west side of the Forestry.  As I was returning I then heard the Forestry Cuckoo calling from the middle of the Forestry. One of the Meadowbrook cuckoos had moved to the Walnut trees south of the organic gardens.  Have seen them in Mahomet foraging in the tops of Walnut trees as well.

FINALLY, last week I saw the EASTERN PHOEBE, who has been foraging in the Timpone Grove, feeding a fledgling north of the Rabbit Bridge.  It had a shorter tail, yellow gaping at the base of the bill and some downy feathers on the sides.  Even at that young age it was pumping its tail!!

Charlene Anchor
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sat Aug  5 11:46:39 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sat Aug  5 11:46:42 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey sighting (how turkeys relax)

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285B4D325@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Ever wonder what turkeys do on a warm lazy summer afternoon? The answer is: not much.

The two male turkeys were in my backyard for at least two-and-a-half hours yesterday (Friday) afternoon. They basically hung out in the shade, preened, stretched, lazily looked for food, and even took a nap on the ground. They scratched under my bird feeders for a bit (not much food there because the squrrels, rabbits and doves make short work of anything the feeder birds might drop). 

They took a few sips from my bird bath, which was a first for me...the first time I've ever seen a bird take a drink from the bird bath while its feet were still on the ground! :-)

At one point I went out the back door and videotaped them. After about six minutes of that I got bored as they weren't doing a whole lot. :-)

I had some yard work to do...water some plants, fill some bird feeders, etc. The whole time they sat in the shade and watched me, like I was a diversion in their otherwise boring Friday afternoon. At one point I had to get a little closer to them. They looked annoyed and got up and moved about ten feet and sat down again.

They were still there when I left.

Bernie Sloan

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sat Aug  5 12:03:10 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sat Aug  5 12:03:13 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook AM Birds

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285B4D327@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I'm leaving out some sightings and just focusing on the stuff that is more interesting to me...

Thursday AM - No Eastern Kingbirds! First time in a while I haven't seen any.

Eastern Meadowlark - heard on the east side of the park

Common Yellowthroat - I know they're "common" in Meadowbrook, but I like them anyway! :-)

American Goldfinch - all over the place

American Crow - several

Kildeer - heard over south part of prairie

Blue Jay - I know they are common, but I don't see them often in Meadowbrook

Song Sparrow - heard and seen

Field Sparrow - heard in quite a few places

Chipping Sparrow - singing in trees by farmhouse

Eastern Wood Pewee - heard in woods just to the south of barns

Eastern Phoebe - heard from Forestry

Friday AM:

Eastern Kingbird - four(?) in trees along Windsor Road by parking lot

Common Yellowthroat

American Goldfinch

Kildeer

Song Sparrow - heard and seen

Field Sparrow - heard in quite a few places

Chipping Sparrow - one singing on wire along Race Street, another singing in trees by farmhouse

Eastern Wood Pewee - one singing in woods just to the south of barns, the other singing in the trees along the south edge of the park

Eastern Phoebe - heard, from Forestry

Yellow-billed Cuckoo - heard in walnut trees south of the garden plots

Bernie Sloan

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sat Aug  5 12:45:25 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sat Aug  5 12:45:28 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey/sparrow interaction

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285B4D329@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Forgot to mention...the whole time the turkeys were in my yard all the birds and squirrels stayed away from the feeders.

The House Sparrows hung out in the hedge in back. When the turkeys would walk along the hedge, the sparrows would follow, scolding them loudly, but they would never come out of the hedge. The turkeys would look at the sparrows curiously.

Bernie Sloan

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Sat Aug  5 15:49:08 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Sat Aug  5 15:52:53 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey sighting (how turkeys relax)

References: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285B4D325@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9071A8323@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Late sighting...my son saw 3 turkeys 9 am Monday morning (7\31) at the curve on Philo Rd just south of Washington St.

I...of course...am not out looking at anything :(   Probably another week of recuperation yet...

Bob  :)

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Sloan, Bernie

Sent: Sat 8/5/2006 11:46 AM

To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey sighting (how turkeys relax)

Ever wonder what turkeys do on a warm lazy summer afternoon? The answer is: not much.

The two male turkeys were in my backyard for at least two-and-a-half hours yesterday (Friday) afternoon. They basically hung out in the shade, preened, stretched, lazily looked for food, and even took a nap on the ground. They scratched under my bird feeders for a bit (not much food there because the squrrels, rabbits and doves make short work of anything the feeder birds might drop).

They took a few sips from my bird bath, which was a first for me...the first time I've ever seen a bird take a drink from the bird bath while its feet were still on the ground! :-)

At one point I went out the back door and videotaped them. After about six minutes of that I got bored as they weren't doing a whole lot. :-)

I had some yard work to do...water some plants, fill some bird feeders, etc. The whole time they sat in the shade and watched me, like I was a diversion in their otherwise boring Friday afternoon. At one point I had to get a little closer to them. They looked annoyed and got up and moved about ten feet and sat down again.

They were still there when I left.

Bernie Sloan

_______________________________________________
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From dktor1977 at yahoo.com  Sat Aug  5 22:30:52 2006

From: dktor1977 at yahoo.com (Daniel Toronto)

Date: Sat Aug  5 22:37:33 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, Moorman, Rantoul Sewer

Message-ID: <002601c6b908$ba862bf0$bd187e82@LeahDodd>

Went out this morning to look for Charlene's OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER at Meadowbrook. Found it near where she said she had observed it. It was hanging out in a small planted tree within the same piece of lawn that contains the rabbit sculpture. It seemed immature to me too. Its vest is not fully defined yet. The tufts on its back seemed dark to me--perhaps light conditions differed from Charlene's. It seemed quite fussy about its fluffy feathers. Observed some very interesting behavior: it landed prostrate on the mulch below the tree with its wings flat out on the ground. My first thought was that it was trying to get ants to crawl onto it--something I've heard of but never seen. When it left the area, there didn't seem to be any insects where it landed. I'd be interested in anyone's thoughts or theories on this behavior--perhaps an off-list topic.

When initially looking for the flycatcher in the dead trees around the area, saw a PURPLE MARTIN flying high overhead. Also saw a RUBY-THROATED HUMMINGBIRD in the trees.  I was also glad to still be hearing SEDGE WRENS in the prairie restoration areas.

Checked the Moorman Swine Ponds hoping conditions would be better for shorebirds--water was still pretty high. Saw what I thought was a Pectoral Sandpiper, but it was far away and quickly flew out of sight. That's all in the way of shorebirds at the Swine Ponds.

Later in the early afternoon we started up 45 to get to the Rantoul Sanitary Plant. Just north of 74 saw a large falcon cross 45 from east to west and land on a tall lightpost. Presumably it was a Peregrine. Plus we saw one in that area last year.

At the Rantoul Sanitary Plant saw a flock of about 20 PECTORAL SANDPIPERS and another flock of about 15 LEAST SANDPIPERS. Saw two SOLITARY SANDPIPERS being quite solitary. Saw three SPOTTED SANDPIPERS without spots. Saw three or four LESSER YELLOWLEGS. Many KILLDEER. Saw 3 AMERICAN KESTRELS mob a RED-TAILED HAWK.

A decent day of birding.

Dan Toronto
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Aug  5 22:43:27 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Aug  5 22:43:28 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Humane Society Prairie and Weaver Park

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9071A8323@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608052235340.8980-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

The Humane Society Prairie and Weaver Park area had a Turkey 

Vulcher and a couple of Mourning 

Doves.

Also saw a lot of butterflies today!

Red Spotted Purple, Tiger Swallowtail, Red Admiral (or Painted Lady), and 

lots of Monarchs.

A friend spotted a Giant Swallowtail while I was looking the wrong way. :)

At Meadowbrook I saw a Common Yellowthroat perching on a Silphium plant 

near the penninsula area. Also several Goldfinches!

Nice evening with a bit of a breeze.

Cheers,

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Aug  5 22:53:29 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Aug  5 22:55:34 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hawk + crows

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20060805224944.01f4acd8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

This morning at Blair Park our friendly neighborhood Cooper's hawk was 

interacting with 5 crows--that is to say the hawk and one of the crows were 

fighting while the other crows were cheering the battle.  The battle ended 

in a draw with all 6 birds lined up sitting on the fence of the little 

league field.



--Helen Parker

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Sun Aug  6 13:53:06 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Sun Aug  6 13:56:33 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Humane Society Prairie and Weaver Park

References: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608052235340.8980-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9071A8328@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Most of Jim's Butterflies courtesy of my E. Main backyard (we have a pretty good infestation of Swallowtails...Black, Tiger, Giant).  

...And a big thanks to Jim Hoyt, who has stopped by a couple of times to work on my yard with me out of action!

Oh yeah..this is a bird chat line...  we are having hummers regularly...   There...that covers the birds!  :)

Bob Vaiden  :)

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of James Hoyt

Sent: Sat 8/5/2006 10:43 PM

Cc: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Humane Society Prairie and Weaver Park

The Humane Society Prairie and Weaver Park area had a Turkey

Vulcher and a couple of Mourning

Doves.

Also saw a lot of butterflies today!

Red Spotted Purple, Tiger Swallowtail, Red Admiral (or Painted Lady), and

lots of Monarchs.

A friend spotted a Giant Swallowtail while I was looking the wrong way. :)

At Meadowbrook I saw a Common Yellowthroat perching on a Silphium plant

near the penninsula area. Also several Goldfinches!

Nice evening with a bit of a breeze.

Cheers,

Jim :)

--

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good 

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

_______________________________________________
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sun Aug  6 15:39:56 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sun Aug  6 15:40:16 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fridays at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <bf5.8cf0e0.3207ad9c@aol.com>

In a message dated 8/4/2006 1:16:48 PM Central Standard Time, 

charleneanchor@msn.com writes:

This morning I watched an OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER preening itself in the top 

of a dead tree northeast of the Rabbit Bridge for several minutes.  Then it 

flew out, caught something big, brought it back, ate and continued preening.  

Later an EASTERN PHOEBE landed next to the OLIVE-SIDED.  Have never seen them 

both together before.  

This seems a bit early for the OLIVE-SIDED to be migrating.  This one had 

very prominent white tufts on the sides of the rump as Sibley shows for the 

Juvenile (Jun-Nov). Could this 

    I had an OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER down near Alton on Sat. morning.  So 

maybe some are already on the move.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Sun Aug  6 20:48:54 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Sun Aug  6 20:51:05 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] E. Main Hummers

References: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608052235340.8980-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9071A832D@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Hummers all over the backyard late this afternoon...just about have to duck!  They're alway chasing each other...never get along with each other...

Bob  :)

From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon Aug  7 02:02:11 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon Aug  7 02:02:16 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Out-of-state sightings

Message-ID: <30ec30250608070002n7cfbef3ep3e1f147c0fd8974c@mail.gmail.com>

Sightings 31 July to 4 August 2006

Mostly in and near west side of Rocky Mountain National Park, Colorado:

montane and subalpine forests in the Kawuneeche Valley (Colorado River

headwaters), and alpine tundra on the Trail Ridge heights, above Cache la

Poudre River

31 July

BROAD-TAILED HUMMINGBIRDS, male and female, at 8700' elevation

RUFOUS HUMMINGBIRDS, male and female

DARK-EYED JUNCO, GRAY-HEADED type

ROBINS (many)

WHITE-BREASTED NUTHATCHES

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS

RED-NAPED SAPSUCKER

MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD pair, male and female, feeding brood in nest hole (young

heard but not seen)

MOUNTAIN CHICKADEES

1 Aug.

COMMON RAVEN (and others nearby), on Alpine Visitor Center, Trail Ridge

Road, at 11,800'

Passerine sp., at 12,000'

Hummingbird sp. at 11,800'

AMERICAN PIPIT, by Tundra Communities Trail (west of Sundance Mountain), at

12,100'

2 Aug.

SANDHILL CRANE pair, summer rust-stained plumage, in marsh flats by Colorado

River, at 8880'

BLUE GROUSE, crossing Trail Ridge Road just below 2-mile elevation marker

(about 10,000')

HORNED LARK males (dozens), on tundra off Medicine Bow Curve Trail, at

11,640'

WHITE-TAILED PTARMIGAN female with 5+ chicks (starting to feather), range as

close as 20' to 25'

    My dad, Vernon, gets credit for spotting this bird, superbly camouflaged

in its summer plumage on the alpine tundra.  We had been carefully searching

along the trail, and out over the tundra beyond where the trail faded out,

for over an hour.  We had spectacular scenery, and saw lots of larks, but if

there were ptarmigan in sight, we couldn't tell them from the rocks.

Heading back at 9:35, a couple hundred yards from the road, Dad told me to

look forward, uphill from the trail.  Mom and brood were about a hundred

feet away, trooping down the slope.  They came close to the trail, and Mom

tolerated our careful close approach, although she eventually called her

brood in to her in a small bit of bare-branched krummholz, which hid the

chicks effectively.  As Dad observed, at close range (especially with a pair

of binoculars), one can see that this ptarmigan is an exceptionally

beautiful creature; photos in the field guides really do not do the live

bird justice.

CLARK'S NUTCRACKER (at least 6 individuals), good views at close range, at

Farview Curve overlook, Trail Ridge Road, at 10,000'

3 Aug.

BLACK-BILLED MAGPIE (numerous), in flight and perched, calling loudly, at

8700'

Did NOT manage to spot several birds I really wanted: brown-capped rosy

finch, gray jay, and three-toed woodpecker.  The population of three-toeds

is supposedly burgeoning, because of the heavy kills of ponderosa,

lodgepole, and limber pines, and spruces, in the montane forests by a recent

irruption of pine bark beetles.  We weren't lucky enough to see them,

however.

Later in the day, heading back home:

GREAT-TAILED GRACKLE females, at Kansas Travel Information Center, I-70

(nine miles from Colorado border), near Ruleton, Sherman County

Possible sightings on the 4th, in central Kansas and Missouri, but couldn't

take eyes from the road and didn't have the time to stop:

Scissor-tailed flycatcher

Vulture ? thought it might be a black vulture, but was still a bit north of

its range; possibly juvenile turkey vulture?

A fun trip; ten new species, and the gray-headed was a new type of junco for

me.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Aug  7 10:26:07 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Aug  7 10:26:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Y.b. cuckoo-yardbird

Message-ID: <20060807152607.84063.qmail@web60116.mail.yahoo.com>

After hearing several Yellow-billed Cuckoos at

Meadowbrook and in the Forestry over the past several

days, including this morning, it was nice to hear one

in my own backyard on Evergreen Court.  (Are there

more than usual this year?)

Roger Digges 

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Mon Aug  7 10:36:44 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Mon Aug  7 10:36:51 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey sighting - first time three turkeys seen


together in a while

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E4AF@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Bob Vaiden reported to me that his son saw three turkeys south of the

intersection of Washington and Philo Road last Monday (7/31).

That's the first time anyone has reported three turkeys together since

June 18. For the six weeks following June 18 people had just reported

seeing solitary turkeys, or a pair.

Bernie Sloan

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Aug  8 08:27:25 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Aug  8 08:27:32 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Three turkeys again

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E551@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I spotted three turkeys at 6:15AM on the north side of the 600 block of

E Colorado in Urbana.

Only the second time in seven weeks that three turkeys have been

reported together.

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Aug  8 08:44:06 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Aug  8 08:44:27 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bird song ID help??

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E557@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I heard a bird song this AM that didn't sound familiar to me.

Three harsh notes followed by three clear pleasant notes. I heard the

song about a half dozen times, and a couple of times there was a

variation in the number of notes, e.g., three harsh notes followed by

two clear notes.

If anyone has any suggestions I can follow up on the Cornell web site to

verify.

Thanks!

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From ej2akind at sbcglobal.net  Tue Aug  8 09:05:20 2006

From: ej2akind at sbcglobal.net (Erin Glynn)

Date: Tue Aug  8 09:05:22 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Three turkeys

Message-ID: <20060808140520.21305.qmail@web81614.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

 I just spotted three turkeys on Vine Street just

North of Florida (across from Blair park). They were

there around 8:45.

Erin Glynn

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Aug  8 10:11:30 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Aug  8 10:11:35 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey sighting/complaint

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E566@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Excerpt from a July 26 blog entry. The person referred to had been

chased by the Urbana turkeys while jogging:

...worried that the turkeys might actually attack a child or something,

she called animal control to report the incident, and got transferred to

the county sherrif, the police, the department of natural resources,

back to animal control, and finally the mayor's office (since animal

control needs a resolution passed to let them capture the turkeys).

Which culminated in us having a message on our answering machine from

the mayor of Urbana saying "Hi, this is Laurel Prussing. So, you wanted

to talk to me about... turkeys?"

Bernie Sloan

Senior Information Systems Consultant

Consortium of Academic & Research Libraries in Illinois

616 E. Green Street, Suite 213

Champaign, IL  61820-5752

Phone: (217) 333-4895

Fax:   (217) 265-0454

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060808/0cd3f093/attachment.htm

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Aug  8 13:51:12 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Aug  8 13:51:16 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spotted Sandpiper on Boneyard mudflat

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E597@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

There was a Spotted Sandpiper on the mudflat in the Boneyard behind the

UIUC Engineering Hall about 12:50PM this afternoon. I watched it for

about five minutes before it flew off.

A new one for my Champaign County checklist! And my second Boneyard

sandpiper (the other was a Solitary Sandpiper).

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From smithsje at egix.net  Wed Aug  9 10:09:56 2006

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed Aug  9 09:15:49 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] great-horned owls

Message-ID: <E1GAoqO-0000Sj-Sh@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

At 8 pm yesterday evening, there were two great-horned owls on top of our tallest silo, both hooting.  One had a high pitch hoot and the other a low pitch.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2006-08-09

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Wed Aug  9 10:20:26 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Wed Aug  9 10:20:31 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Dickcissel

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E604@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Heard a Dickcissel in Meadowbrook yesterday AM, just south of the wooden

fence that divides the prairie from the grassy area to the south of

Prairie Play. It just sang once.

Maybe the third time I have heard one there...it doesn't seem to sing

very often.

Bernie Sloan

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Wed Aug  9 11:32:14 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Wed Aug  9 11:34:15 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook 

References: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E604@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9071A8337@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I have returned to Meadowbrook!  A little bit, anyway...

Watched a Catbird hop right out in front of me, catch a bug, eat it and fly off!

Prairie looks great!

Bob Vaiden

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Aug 10 15:21:51 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Aug 10 15:21:57 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine?

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E718@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

I was birding at Meadowbrook early this AM when a largish falcon flew

across the prairie (near the viewing platform) from east to west, maybe

50-75 feet above the ground. I am fairly sure it was a Peregrine. Looked

a lot like the Peregrine that used to hang out on the steeple on the

UIUC campus. (I'm not implying it was the same bird, just that I've

observed Peregrines in the past, and this looked similar). 

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Thu Aug 10 17:21:44 2006

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Thu Aug 10 17:21:48 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine?

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E718@pbmail.ui.uillino


is.edu>

References: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E718@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20060810171852.01d85d48@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

At 03:21 PM 8/10/2006, you wrote:

>I was birding at Meadowbrook early this AM when a largish falcon flew

>across the prairie (near the viewing platform) from east to west, maybe

>50-75 feet above the ground. I am fairly sure it was a Peregrine. Looked

>a lot like the Peregrine that used to hang out on the steeple on the

>UIUC campus. (I'm not implying it was the same bird, just that I've

>observed Peregrines in the past, and this looked similar).

>

>Bernie Sloan

>E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

>___

Hmmmm--I also saw a raptor at Meadowbrook this morning that I could not 

identify for sure (I had a dog, no binocs, and it was flying very 

fast!)  My guess was a harrier--I thought I saw a white rump patch as it 

zoomed by--but I could easily have been wrong about that.  Wonder if it was 

the same bird?

                 --Helen Parker

>____________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Aug 10 17:45:30 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Aug 10 17:45:33 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey sighting

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E738@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Two male wild turkeys in my back yard today for about two hours

(approximately 10:30AM to 12:30PM).

Earlier this morning I inadvertently spilled some bird seed while

filling a feeder. I picked up what I could and figured the squirrels and

ground feeding birds would finish the rest. Turned out to be a turkey

buffet.

Most of the time the two turkeys relaxed right outside my home office

window while I worked. I hadn't realized that preening to clean feathers

could be such a long drawn-out process for turkeys!! :-)

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Thu Aug 10 20:05:04 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Thu Aug 10 20:05:12 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook AM birding (Thursday)

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E749@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Had a couple of pop-up birds this AM, i.e., I am standing listening to

bird songs/calls and a bird pops up out of the prairie right in front of

me...

I was leaning on the wood rail fence that divides the grassy area south

of Prairie Play from the prairie. I was listening to Sedge Wrens when

one of them popped up out of the prairie not five feet away from me. Got

to observe it for maybe 10 seconds. Best view I have ever had of a Sedge

Wren.

And then I was on the Freyfogle prairie viewing platform at the east

edge of the park, just listening to various bird songs/calls. Suddenly a

Dickcissel popped up about ten feet away. Got to watch it for about

15-20 seconds pretty close-up.

The rest of the story (in no particular order):

*       Eastern Kingbird - Several in the small oaks surrounding the

Windsor Road parking lot. More and more that's the place to look for

Kingbirds

*       Ruby-Throated Hummingbird - Flying across the prairie

*       Common Yellowthroat - Not so common anymore? Heard just one

singing and saw just one calling. They seemed to be all over the place

in Meadowbrook in the past several weeks

*       Peregrine/Northern Harrier - I initially reported it as a

possible Peregrine. After an off-list discussion with Helen Parker I am

thinking maybe Northern Harrier?

*       Sedge Wren - Several heard, one seen

*       Dickcissel - One seen

*       Eastern Wood Pewee - One heard

*       Scarlet Tanager - One heard in the thick tree growth along

McCullough Creek

*       Killdeer - One heard near south prairie

*       American Goldfinch - Very many, seen and heard! :-)

*       Song Sparrow - Many, seen and heard

*       Field Sparrow - A few, heard

*       Chipping Sparrow - One heard

*       Blue Jay - Several heard

*       Northern Cardinal - Heard and seen all over the park

*       Gray Catbird - Many, including one who appeared to still be

tending a nest

*       American Robin - A few

*       American Crow - A few

*       Red-Winged Blackbird - Many many! :-)

*       Red-Bellied Woodpecker - One heard

*       Northern Flicker - One heard (from Forestry)

*       Barn Swallow - Several

*       Tree Swallow - Several

*       Northern Rough-Winged Swallow - Two

*       Ring-Necked Pheasant - Quite a few

*       Common Grackle - Several

*       House Sparrow - Around Prairie Play

*       European Starling - A few, including one in quite resplendent

plumage sitting on a wire on the south side of Windsor Road (maybe it

was just the angle of the early morning sun?)

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060810/050e74eb/attachment-0001.htm

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri Aug 11 07:45:02 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri Aug 11 07:45:06 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine?

In-Reply-To: <6.0.1.1.2.20060810171852.01d85d48@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <20060811124502.3648.qmail@web60117.mail.yahoo.com>

I saw what appeared to be a Peregrine flying low over

the tree line south of the South Prairie this morning

around 7:00 a.m.  I have seen this bird previously on

a wire near Race and Windsor.

Roger Digges

--- Helen Parker <h-parker@uiuc.edu> wrote:

> At 03:21 PM 8/10/2006, you wrote:

> >I was birding at Meadowbrook early this AM when a

> largish falcon flew

> >across the prairie (near the viewing platform) from

> east to west, maybe

> >50-75 feet above the ground. I am fairly sure it

> was a Peregrine. Looked

> >a lot like the Peregrine that used to hang out on

> the steeple on the

> >UIUC campus. (I'm not implying it was the same

> bird, just that I've

> >observed Peregrines in the past, and this looked

> similar).

> >

> >Bernie Sloan

> >E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

> >___

> 

> Hmmmm--I also saw a raptor at Meadowbrook this

> morning that I could not 

> identify for sure (I had a dog, no binocs, and it

> was flying very 

> fast!)  My guess was a harrier--I thought I saw a

> white rump patch as it 

> zoomed by--but I could easily have been wrong about

> that.  Wonder if it was 

> the same bird?

>                  --Helen Parker

> 

> >____________________________________________

> >Birdnotes mailing list

> >Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri Aug 11 08:01:50 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri Aug 11 08:02:00 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey

Message-ID: <20060811130150.56690.qmail@web60124.mail.yahoo.com>

Apparently the feds haven't swept in yet.  I have one

of the toms currently feeding on safflower seed under

one of my feeders.

Roger Digges

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Aug 11 12:07:40 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Aug 11 12:07:53 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: Vern Kleen's Bird Watching trips (fwd)

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608111202040.30612-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

For anyone interested in a two week long trip to Costa Rica contact Verne 

Kleen at  the address listed below.

Sorry for any cross postings.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

---------- Forwarded message ----------

Date: Fri, 11 Aug 2006 11:58:31 -0500

From: kleen <kleen@insightbb.com>

To: James Hoyt <jwhoyt@prairienet.org>

Subject: Re: Vern Kleen's Bird Watching trips

Jim:

In promoting trips, if you know anyone interested in a 13-day natural 

history (heavy in birds) expedition to Costa Rica, Mar. 20-Apr. 2 (2007), 

have them contact me.  I've got an outstanding contract and agenda for the 

trip that anyone interested in Costa Rica would hopefully enjoy.

They can reach me by email.

Vern

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Fri Aug 11 12:45:09 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Fri Aug 11 12:36:52 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Fri A.M. and Thurs

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV7B7729CB2CEEB8AFC3CEDC64B0@phx.gbl>

Meadowbrook was pretty quiet this morning while I was there. A YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO was calling west of the "Marker" statue bridge along the creek  A large, immature COOPER'S HAWK flew west directly over the south tree line looking like it was checking out the birds in the tops of the trees (and also disturbing the birds!)  HUMMINGBIRDS and singing SEDGE WRENS while crossing the prairie and 4 EASTERN KINGBIRDS (probably the family group) and 2 JUVENILE NORTHERN FLICKERS at the "peninsula" area.  The Kingbirds feed their young for about a month after fledging so we continue to see them.

Made a brief stop Thursday and heard the Cuckoo in the same spot west of the bridge as today. Then at the south end of the "peninsula" I saw an OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER sitting high, facing south, and flycatching (successful twice and failed once :-))  Don't know if it was the same one Dan and I saw previously. The "vest" on this one looked clearly defined.  I saw the first one in different light and from the back mostly.  It was also puffed up and preening. This one was slick and I saw it only from the front.  I've never seen more than one at a time at Meadowbrook.  Didn't have time to check the other area.  Also saw what looked like a female NORTHERN BOBWHITE running VERY fast on the path and then quickly duck into the grasses.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060811/0ea88f32/attachment.htm

From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Sat Aug 12 15:25:05 2006

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Sat Aug 12 15:25:08 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Osprey and Broad-winged hawks

Message-ID: <963b67030608121325k46431d89h17cc5284b5fafd18@mail.gmail.com>

Hi Birders,

I had an osprey fly over on the Middle Fork at Kickapoo State Park at

7:00 this morning.

Later (c. 10:30) saw a kettle of broad-winged hawks--at least 8, maybe

ten--high over Homer Lake.

Good birding!

Rob Kanter

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Sun Aug 13 14:40:30 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Sun Aug 13 14:42:52 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] E. Main Hummers

References: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608052235340.8980-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>


<2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9071A832D@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9071A833C@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Many butterflies...Red Admirals, Black Swallowtails, Tiger Swallowtails, Red-Spotted Purples, Monarchs (numerous), Azures, Skippers...

Pair of Hummers flying between the butterfly bush and the Royal Catchfly...

A Coopers Hawk was buzzing a Vulture this morning...we got a good look at it from the E. Main St. backyard...

Bob  :)

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Vaiden, Robert

Sent: Sun 8/6/2006 8:48 PM

To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] E. Main Hummers

Hummers all over the backyard late this afternoon...just about have to duck!  They're alway chasing each other...never get along with each other...

Bob  :)

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Mon Aug 14 09:58:01 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Mon Aug 14 09:58:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys taking morning stroll with man

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F2850128E7E9@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

9:00AM, 600 block of E. Colorado, Urbana, north side of street.

I was getting ready to leave the house this morning when I heard the

turkeys. They were making this strange noise they sometimes make. A van

pulls up a little to the east, on the other side of the street. I hear a

voice from the van say "Are you all right?" Then I hear a man's voice

say something like "I'm OK, they just like to hang out with me

sometimes".

The van pulls away, and there is a man standing on the sidewalk with

three turkeys (two males and a female). He starts to walk west at a

brisk pace. The two male turkeys walk along with him...sometimes behind

him, and sometimes flanking him on either side. The hen can't quite keep

up with the pace (she is smaller and her legs are moving faster).

Eventually she loses interest. After another 50 feet or so the males

lose interest. All told the turkeys walked with the guy for a block, at

least for the time I saw them. All the time the two males are making

this strange noise...not quite a gobble...sort of like a

cluck/croak...other people have reported the same sort of call when the

turkeys have been "escorting" them.

As I was leaving I passed the three turkeys in a driveway down the

street. I went around the block to get another look, and they were gone,

nowhere to be seen. They seem to have this knack for being in plain

sight for extended periods and then just disappearing.

Bernie Sloan

E-mail: bernies@uillinois.edu

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 14 19:53:30 2006

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Mon Aug 14 19:53:33 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Migration

Message-ID: <20060814195330.AAI68472@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Everyone.

Yesterday I added a new yard bird to my list when I looked up at the rignt time and saw 6 cormorants flying over. That makes species 167 collected over 42 years.Just now I'm watching 3 hummingbirds chasing the goldfinches in the yard.

Today I was looking out the bird feeding window at the Nature Center when a Canada Warber flitted by, followed shortly by a Yellow-breasted Chat. After I finished counting the Nature Shop money, I took a short hike through the woods hoping for other migrants. By then it had began to lightly rain, and I didn't see anything else new. Did see a Bluegray Gnatcatcher and an immature Cooper's Hawk, as well as a Great Blue Heron standing in the river.

Beth Chato 

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Aug 15 08:27:05 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Aug 15 08:27:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] White-Throated Sparrow?

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285013C21FD@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Is it too early for White-Throated Sparrows? I swear I heard one sing

briefly a couple of times in Meadowbrook this morning.

Of course I could be wrong... :-)

Bernie Sloan

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Tue Aug 15 11:30:42 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Tue Aug 15 11:30:47 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning birds

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285013C2230@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Pretty quiet this AM, for the most part...mostly the usual suspects:

Coopers Hawk - one, flying across south prairie

White-Throated Sparrow - I thought I heard one, but it seems awfully

early

Common Yellowthroat - one seen

Sedge Wren - several heard

Song Sparrow - quite a few seen and heard

Field Sparrow - two, heard

American Goldfinch - many, seen and heard

Red-Winged Blackbird - several

Blue Jay - several heard

Northern Cardinal - quite a few seen and heard

American Robin - several

Mourning Dove - several

Red-Bellied Woodpecker - heard

American Crow - several seen and heard

House Sparrow - a few by Prairie Play

Didn't see any Eastern Kingbirds at Meadowbrook, but when I got home

there was one calling briefly in my yard...according to my checklist

that's a first as a yard bird!

Bernie Sloan

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060815/cdb66aa7/attachment.htm

From smithsje at egix.net  Tue Aug 15 22:08:02 2006

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Tue Aug 15 21:14:01 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] A place to look for shorebirds.

Message-ID: <E1GDAum-0004Cs-4M@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

SE of St Joe in soybean field there is a shallow pond of at least 5 acres, maybe up to ten acres.  I did not have time to check for shore birds, but it looks promising.  

Directions: Off road 2300 east, there is a dead end road that ends at the UP railroad.  The pond is about 1/4 mile north of the end of this road in the soybean field, and the east side of the pond ends at the RR.  The field is along the border of Sections 19 and 24, and is owned by Becky Fisher who lives on the west side of 2300 E at the west end of the dead end road.   

I would suggest parking at the end the road at the UP RR, and walking north along the RR to the pond.  Please note the this is a busy RR.        

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2006-08-15

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Tue Aug 15 22:12:45 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Tue Aug 15 22:13:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning birds

Message-ID: <3f7.874b078.3213e72d@aol.com>

In a message dated 8/15/2006 11:31:22 AM Central Standard Time, 

bernies@uillinois.edu writes:

Pretty quiet this AM, for the most part...mostly the usual suspects:

Stopped by UI Forestry at noon today.  Found a small group of warblers - 

mostly BLACK AND WHITE,  and CHESTNUT-SIDED, but also one BLACK THROATED GREEN and 

one probable MAGNOLIA (just got a quick look at the latter two species before 

they disappeared into the trees).  Also quite a few PEWEE.  Looks like the 

early migration has started.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

-------------- next part --------------
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Wed Aug 16 08:55:40 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Wed Aug 16 08:55:31 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard E. Main

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285013C21FD@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015685F9@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Tuesday afternoon...

3 Hummers darting around the yard...they just won't share the flowers!

2 of them rocketed right through the gazebo no more than 3 feet from my

face!

Also around...a Cardinal family and a pair of Goldfinches.

Big sighting of the day...Coopers Hawk flew right across the yard from

west to east only 20 feet up, and 30 feet away...one of the best looks

I've ever had at a C H!

Bob  :)

From n9ds_15 at msn.com  Wed Aug 16 09:17:35 2006

From: n9ds_15 at msn.com (Duston Suits)

Date: Wed Aug 16 09:17:45 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] A b-HUMM-per crop this year?

Message-ID: <BAY106-F33154B316F6F0F36ECDB2DDE4C0@phx.gbl>

This morning I saw 6 hummers all duking it out over the same feeder in their 

usual way, although I don't recall ever seeing more than 4 at a time, and 

here were a half-dozen.  Has it been a good year for hummers, or have I just 

never noticed their group squabbles before?

Thanks

Duston Suits

Loami, IL

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed Aug 16 10:28:16 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed Aug 16 10:28:19 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Campus sandpipers

Message-ID: <20060816152816.87306.qmail@web57115.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I've had three campus Sandpiper sightings in a week. They were all on the mud flat in the Boneyard Creek behind the UIUC Engineering Hall.

  Last week (Tuesday, August 8) I saw a Spotted Sandpiper about 1:00PM.

  Earlier yesterday I saw a Spotted Sandpiper again.

  Last night about 5:15PM I spotted a Solitary Sandpiper.

  Each time I observed the bird for maybe 15 minutes.

  I know that's only two species and three sightings, but it's kind of neat to be able to watch shorebirds on campus.

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Wed Aug 16 13:46:05 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Wed Aug 16 13:46:13 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbird and Goldfinches

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015685F9@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608161342090.9421-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders, 

Sorry for the late post.

At 6 PM last night...

One Hummingbird feeding on cup plant flowers behind APNC.

Also a couple of Goldfinches in the area.

Jim :)

On Wed, 16 Aug 2006, Vaiden, Robert wrote:

> 

> Tuesday afternoon...

> 

> 3 Hummers darting around the yard...they just won't share the flowers!

> 2 of them rocketed right through the gazebo no more than 3 feet from my

> face!

> 

> Also around...a Cardinal family and a pair of Goldfinches.

> 

> Big sighting of the day...Coopers Hawk flew right across the yard from

> west to east only 20 feet up, and 30 feet away...one of the best looks

> I've ever had at a C H!

> 

> Bob  :)
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Wed Aug 16 20:33:58 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Wed Aug 16 20:34:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] UI Forestry

Message-ID: <2d8.5fd34f00.32152186@aol.com>

Went again at noon today and found a couple of additional migrants - 

Blackburnian warbler and Ovenbird.  Also had a Baltimore oriole and Turkey vulture 

there.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

-------------- next part --------------
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From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Thu Aug 17 05:48:49 2006

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Thu Aug 17 05:49:15 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] A b-HUMM-per crop this year?

In-Reply-To: <BAY106-F33154B316F6F0F36ECDB2DDE4C0@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20060817054806.02d206a0@mail.millikin.edu>

I've seen more hummers around my yard in the last 2 weeks than I have seen 

in the last 5 years.

Ray

Urbana

  At 09:17 AM 8/16/2006 -0500, Duston Suits wrote:

>This morning I saw 6 hummers all duking it out over the same feeder in 

>their usual way, although I don't recall ever seeing more than 4 at a 

>time, and here were a half-dozen.  Has it been a good year for hummers, or 

>have I just never noticed their group squabbles before?

>

>Thanks

>Duston Suits

>Loami, IL

>

>

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug 17 10:43:40 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Aug 17 10:46:41 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummer harassing hawk

Message-ID: <20060817154340.90552.qmail@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Saw a Coopers Hawk in Meadowbrook this AM perched on a dead branch along McCullough Creek south of the footbridge near the Windsor parking lot. It was in plain view. There were other birds quite nearby (Kingbirds, Goldfinches, etc.) perched in the tree next to the Cooper's Hawk. No one seemed to be paying any attention to the Coopers...no mobbing...nothing (which I thought was a little odd).

  Suddenly the Coopers took off and I noticed a Ruby-Throated Hummingbird in hot pursuit! It was darting all around the hawk, harassing it like crazy. Chased it all the way across Windsor Road!

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug 17 14:50:07 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Aug 17 14:50:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning and campus sandpipers

Message-ID: <20060817195007.39943.qmail@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

First, the campus sandpipers...two of them this time! Two Solitary Sandpipers at about 1:00PM...one on the large mudflat behind Engineering Hall and the other on a much smaller mudflat to the east. I wouldn't have noticed the second one if I hadn't heard it calling. It was right below a footbridge.

  Now on to Meadowbrook. 

  The highlight was seeing two Ruby-Throated Hummingbirds. The first Hummers I've seen in Meadowbrook this year (doesn't mean they haven't been there, just that I haven't seen them). One of them was chasing a Coopers Hawk.

  Otherwise, Meadowbrook was unsually quiet. Most sightings were of commonly seen Meadowbrook birds, and there weren't very many individuals at that:

  Coopers Hawk - near McCullough Creek

  Ruby-Throated Hummingbird - two...one in flower bed near Race Street parking lot entrance, the other near the Windsor Road parking lot

  Common Yellowthroat - heard singing once

  Sedge Wren - several heard singing

  Eastern Kingbird - two, near Windsor Road parking lot

  Ring-Necked Pheasant - a few

  Red-Winged Blackbird - several

  American Robin - just a few

  Mourning Dove - a couple

  Northern Cardinal - a few

  American Goldfinch - common

  Common Grackle - a couple

  House Sparrow - a couple

  And a whitetail deer out in the open on the south prairie, about 50 feet south of the sidewalk.

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Do you Yahoo!?

 Get on board. You're invited to try the new Yahoo! Mail Beta.
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Aug 18 09:02:37 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Aug 18 09:02:48 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Swift migration?

Message-ID: <20060818140237.33146.qmail@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

This morning about 8:45 there was a flock of maybe 100-150 Swifts circling in the vicinity of Wright and Green.

  Never seen that many on campus before.

  Migrants?

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu  Fri Aug 18 09:30:53 2006

From: sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu (Steve Bailey)

Date: Fri Aug 18 09:30:58 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rantoul shorebirds

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20060818091022.02df94c8@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

The Rantoul Sanitary District pond was drastically different on Tues. & 

Wed. (Aug.15 & 16) than it had been less than two weeks ago!  Almost all of 

the water that was in the containment pond was drained, leaving some pretty 

great shorebird habitat!  A lot of still green vegetation was under the 

water, and there are still some areas of very shallow standing water, with 

a lot of "mud" and vegetation now exposed.  There were 300-400+ shorebirds 

present both days, the bulk of which were KILLDEER and PECTORAL SANDPIPERS, 

but there were also a few dozen LESSER YELLOWLEGS, one GREATER YELLOWLEGS, 

1 COMMON SNIPE on Tues. and 5 on Wed., 4 STILT SANDPIPERS both days, two 

SEMIPALMATED PLOVERS both days, at least 15 SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPERS on 

Wed., at least 50+ LEAST SANDPIPERS both days and at least 15 SOLITARY 

SANDPIPERS both days.  Rounding out the list were a few SPOTTED SANDPIPERS 

both days.  I was hoping for a Baird's or Buff-breasted, as there is a lot 

of good habitat for them but after a pretty thorough search on Wed. none 

were turned up.  There was also a cute but somewhat ragged looking red fox 

just laying  on the inside portion of the main berm around the pond, 

letting me walk right by it as it pushed itself flat against the ground 

only 20 feet or so away!  It is apparently used to the workers at the 

plant, and surely has fun chasing shorebirds after dark.  Hopefully the 

habitat will last for a while and if so, and the area is checked pretty 

regularly there should be a few "goodies" show up at this location this 

fall!  For those going up, please be out of the area by about 7:50 PM as 

the attendant likes to be out by 8:00 PM sharp, or a little earlier.  Good 

shorebirding!

Steve Bailey

Rantoul 

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Aug 18 11:32:32 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Aug 18 11:32:34 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Swift migration?

In-Reply-To: <20060818140237.33146.qmail@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608181127390.23365-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Bernie and other campus birders,

I have seen them just boil out of the chimney of Coble Hall on occasion.

It is fun to see them rocket around the area and dive back into the narrow 

stack.

One of my co-workers could not be persuaded that they were not bats...

Jim :)

On Fri, 18 Aug 2006, B.G. Sloan wrote:

> This morning about 8:45 there was a flock of maybe 100-150 Swifts circling in the vicinity of Wright and Green.

>    

>   Never seen that many on campus before.

>    

>   Migrants?

>    

>   Bernie Sloan

> 

>  __________________________________________________
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Aug 18 20:57:41 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Aug 18 20:57:44 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Injured Canada Goose near Pages for All Ages Bookstore


in Savoy

In-Reply-To: <20060816191316.AAU93027@expms2.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608182038280.25717-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Mike and other bird lovers,

This evening I observed a Canada Goose that did not quite clear the 

telephone line along Curtis Road and Rt-45 in Savoy.

Several flocks moving around.

It was last seen walking around on the grass looking forlornly at its 

pals flying around the area.

I figure that It will calm down by Saturday Morning.

If anyone has the equipment, training, and time please stop by and try to 

herd this bird into a cardboard box.

I would suggest a face plate and protective clothing such as firefighters 

wear..

The Small Animal Clinic (Wildlife Ward) at the U of I will take injured 

birds but from prior experience they don't have the volunteers to go get 

them.

I don't have the phone number for the wildlife ward but it should be on 

the U of I webpage.

Good luck to any good hearted souls and this poor bird...

Thanks and take care,

Jim :(

PS. A community this size should have at least a part-time animal/bird 

    rescue. I will donate to anyone who tries to start one up.P

PPS. And yes I should have been better prepared to deliver proper info but 

     just have to trust that our network can help. 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network
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"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sat Aug 19 13:50:31 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sat Aug 19 13:50:37 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Injured Canada Goose near Pages for All Ages


Bookstorein Savoy

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608182038280.25717-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285013C2464@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Jim,

I believe I may have seen the same bird. I left Pages about 6:45PM and

noticed a goose walking across the east half of the Pages parking lot,

looking sort of agitated. It walked onto the grass along the edge of

Curtis Road and started out into the road and almost got hit by a car.

It sat there for awhile and then started a running takeoff. It flew low

for a while and barely cleared a wire cross Curtis Road right by Pages.

I wasn't sure it was going to make it.

Last I looked it was gaining altitude slowly but surely.

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of James Hoyt

Sent: Friday, August 18, 2006 8:58 PM

To: Michael Avara

Cc: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Injured Canada Goose near Pages for All Ages

Bookstorein Savoy

Mike and other bird lovers,

This evening I observed a Canada Goose that did not quite clear the 

telephone line along Curtis Road and Rt-45 in Savoy.

Several flocks moving around.

It was last seen walking around on the grass looking forlornly at its 

pals flying around the area.

I figure that It will calm down by Saturday Morning.

If anyone has the equipment, training, and time please stop by and try

to 

herd this bird into a cardboard box.

I would suggest a face plate and protective clothing such as

firefighters 

wear..

The Small Animal Clinic (Wildlife Ward) at the U of I will take injured 

birds but from prior experience they don't have the volunteers to go get

them.

I don't have the phone number for the wildlife ward but it should be on 

the U of I webpage.

Good luck to any good hearted souls and this poor bird...

Thanks and take care,

Jim :(

PS. A community this size should have at least a part-time animal/bird 

    rescue. I will donate to anyone who tries to start one up.P

PPS. And yes I should have been better prepared to deliver proper info

but 

     just have to trust that our network can help. 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network
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"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife

Legacy"
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sat Aug 19 21:29:06 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sat Aug 19 21:29:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rantoul Sewage Treatment Plant: Champaign County

Message-ID: <20060820022906.69045.qmail@web52107.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

Steve Bailey's synopsis of the habitat at Rantoul Sewage Treatment plant was excellent, as were his predictions for possible birds in the next few days.  I went up there this afternoon into early evening from 6:00pm until 7:30pm.  Dan Toronto and Leah (sp?) were already there when I got there and had the birds pretty much scanned through.  There were hundreds of birds.  Here is a cursory breakdown of the birds that were there.

Killdeer (hundreds)

Lesser Yellowlegs (30-40)

Greater Yellowlegs (1-2)

Semipalmated Plover (1 juvenile)

Stilt Sandpipers (10, mostly juveniles)

Pectoral Sandpipers (hundreds, probably the most numerous species)

Least Sandpipers (70+, mostly juveniles)

Semipalmated Sandpipers (30+)

Solitary Sandpipers (10+)

Spotted Sandpipers (8, including juveniles)

HIGHLIGHTS:

1 Western Race nonbreeding plumage WILLET (Found by Dan and Leah, make note of the race if you go, because this species is likely to be split in the future to two separate species)

1 WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER (mostly nonbreeding plumage, but still retained some black centers to the greater coverts.)

Other birds present included:

6 Canada Geese

12 Blue-winged Teal

20+ Horned Larks

Many Mourning Doves

1 Red-tailed Hawk

American Goldfinches (flyover)

European Starlings

I did check for most of the likely weird candidate species for migration through the area including: Buff-breasted Sandpiper, Red-necked Stint, Little Stint, Sharp-tailed Sandpiper, and Baird's Sandpiper.  No luck on any of those.  Beware of the WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER if you check these birds soon.  This bird initially looks like a breeding plumage Baird's Sandpiper, but shows more spotting on the sides of the belly than would be expected in Baird's.  All parties present observed the white rump to be positive in the ID.  After Dan and Leah left, some of the sandpipers scattered by stayed in the area.  At this time it was very apparent that the WHITE-RUMPED SANDPIPER was really a white-rumped, because it was the only bird in the mixed scattering flock that had a white rump.  

I plan on making a trip up there tomorrow to see if anything has changed.  Be sure to get up there early in the day, because the lighting can be poor after noon, since most viewing of the pond is from the east side.  Today there was excellent lighting due to the cloud coverage, but I wouldn't suggest going up there after about 2pm due to lighting considerations.

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

Directions to Rantoul Sewage Treatment Plant:

Take 45 North out of Urbana to intersection with Rt 136 in Rantoul.  Go east on 136 to just passed the walmart.  On the north side of the road will be the sewage treatment plant.

Alternatively, you can take I-57 north to  Rt 136 and take it east to the walmart.

---------------------------------
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From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Sun Aug 20 08:42:15 2006

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Sun Aug 20 08:42:39 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rantoul Sewage Treatment Plant: Champaign County

In-Reply-To: <20060820022906.69045.qmail@web52107.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20060820084029.045d7de0@mail.millikin.edu>

Sounds like there is no special permission or security clearance 

required.  Rather surprising to me.  Many communities are not allowing free 

access to such areas these days.

Thanks for the infor, Bryan.

Ray

From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Sun Aug 20 08:45:06 2006

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Sun Aug 20 08:45:30 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] yard birds

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20060820084230.045d8f98@mail.millikin.edu>

My wife bought a hummingbird feeder yesterday afternoon, filled it, and 

within and hour and a half we had a visitor.  We were thrilled.

Last evening, I was sitting on the back patio watching swifts and a small 

collection of nighthawks when a single Sandhill Crane flew over, heading 

SE.  I was rather surprised.

New yard species.

Ray

W. Iowa St.

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Aug 20 11:53:41 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Aug 20 11:53:44 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbird

Message-ID: <30ec30250608200953h4db299b2p2698bef03269d78b@mail.gmail.com>

Good to read that Ray got quick results with his humm. feeder.  I've had

ours up all year, and, notwithstanding the abundance of recent Birdnotes

entries on how plentiful hummingbirds have been, I didn't spot the first one

at our feeders till about 6:30 p.m. yesterday (Sat. 19 Aug.).  This is only

our second full year here, and last year was similar: hummingbirds didn't

come round till late summer.

While mindful of Bryan's well-considered principle, that you usually don't

see rarities if you don't look for them, on the basis of range I presume

these are ruby-throateds, of course.  I have to rely on the range criterion,

because the birds I'm seeing aren't adult males.  I think one is an adult

female, because of the neat rows of spots on the throat.  I'm a little

puzzled because the spots seem to be bolder than the field guides show.  I

saw what seems to be a different individual this morning: no markings,

really, on the throat, but on the breast and further down, there seemed

mottled areas of the plumage with darker shadings.  Perhaps a juvenile male,

but I would have expected such a specimen to show dark splotches on the

throat.  Still a bit too early for those marks?

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sun Aug 20 12:42:48 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sun Aug 20 12:42:51 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rantoul Sewage Plant: Champaign County

Message-ID: <20060820174248.94381.qmail@web52112.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

Today I went again to the Rantoul Sewage Treatment plant to see what I could find in the hundreds of shorebirds present.  Today was not much different than yesterday, but I did some counting today to get an idea of the actual numbers present.  Both the highlights from yesterday were still present (Willet [western race] and White-rumped Sandpiper).  Today it was interesting to add 3 Baird's Sandpipers to the mix, but I quickly lost them among the many birds.  I did eventually rediscover one of the Baird's Sandpipers and got photos.  I also was able to get decent photos of the White-rumped Sandpiper today.  I spent 2 hours there this morning and only found the Baird's when I arrived and then for a little while after that, so I think they likely moved on rapidly, but please keep your eyes peeled.

Shorebirds Present included:

122 Pectoral Sandpipers

More Killdeer than Pectorals

15+ Stilt Sandpipers

5 Wilson's Snipe

3-4 Baird's Sandpipers

1 White-rumped Sandpiper

1 Willet (Western Race)

Many Least Sandpipers

Smattering of Semipalmated Sandpipers

2-3 Semipalmated Plovers

Other birds present:

Blue-winged Teal

American Goldfinch

Horned Lark

Barn Swallow

American Kestrel

Red-tailed Hawk

Rock Pigeon

For those with intentions of going to look for these birds, no permission is really required to get into the sewage treatment plant.  It is always nice to check in with the attendant present, but they are not always easy to find.  If you see them, make sure to wave and be pleasant.  The treatment plant does close its gates at approximately 8pm, so be diligent in leaving before then because we don't want to lose any privileges at this locale.  

Directions:

Take Rt 45 north to Rantoul or I-57 North to Rantoul and then take Rt 136 east out of town.  You will see a walmart on the north side of the road and the sewage treatment plant will be right after that.  

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

Do you Yahoo!?

 Next-gen email? Have it all with the  all-new Yahoo! Mail Beta.
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sun Aug 20 13:02:53 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sun Aug 20 13:02:56 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbird

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250608200953h4db299b2p2698bef03269d78b@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <20060820180253.74719.qmail@web52101.mail.yahoo.com>

Brian and other interested parties, 

It sounds like you have a juvenile Ruby-throated Hummingbird as your second individual, but it is unclear.  The markings on the throat are often highly variable, so that makes your description less useful, but thank you for posting your field notes, as they are always useful as a first crack at the bird.  Important things to look for on ruby-throated hummingbirds are the wing length with respect to the tail if the bird perches.  Ruby-throated hummingbirds should have a tail that extends beyond the wingtips at rest.  Black-chinned Hummingbirds would be the possible confusion (but unlikely species) having a shorter tail making the wings look longer at rest.  As is well illustrated in the "Sibley Guide to Birds" (large version), the wing shape is also diagnostic, but can be hard to see in some instances without really good optics and lighting.  

Now for the really fun part.  Brian brings up "Bryan's principle," which reminds me that it is about that time of year.  Selasphorus Hummingbirds should be dispersing this time of year.  Selasphorus Hummingbirds include Broad-tailed, Allen's, and Rufous Hummingbirds.  Rufous is clearly the most common of the dispersing birds.  Neither of the others really have shown a distinct pattern of dispersion quite like Rufous has.  So... please keep your eyes peeled as Brian seems to be for interesting hummingbirds at your feeders.  Don't be afraid to post a hummingbird sighting that you are unsure of.  If you post a sighting it could end up being something really special.  This happens on many occasions on very active listserves.  Colorado (my go-to listserve) had a Magnificent Hummingbird show up that was initially identified as Blue-throated Hummingbird.  Neither is an easy find in Colorado, but someone posted it, so it got the attention it needed from the birding community.  

Also of interest this time of year for hummingbirds are the more equatorial hummingbirds that keep showing up in the US this time of year as dispersals: Green Violet-ear and Green-breasted Mango.  Be on the lookout for anything different in your bumper crop of hummingbirds.  Green Violet-ear showed up in Wisconsin, Iowa, and Michigan at this time last year. These were all first state records except for Wisconsin which it was their second.  Illinois does not have its first state record of Green Violet-ear yet, but you could be the first to find it.

Keep your feeders filled and keep the sightings coming.  Be sure to get as much detail about the birds as possible.  

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

 Open multiple messages at once with the all new Yahoo! Mail Beta. 
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Sun Aug 20 15:12:11 2006

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Sun Aug 20 15:12:18 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] field trips

Message-ID: <20060820151211.AAQ14046@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Audubon will be planning our fall schedule of field trips this coming Tuesday. Please send me your ideas on places you would like to go. Do you prefer Saturday trips? Would you be interested in mid-week trips? Any special places you would be willing to show a group? Any other comments would be most welcome.

Beth Chato

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Mon Aug 21 14:00:02 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Mon Aug 21 14:00:06 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Injured Canada Goose near Pages for All Ages


Bookstorein Savoy

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285013C2464@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608211347400.25080-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Bernie and other birders,

Thank goodness.

I did see a small flock of canadas flying north over Kam's (6th and 

Daniel) yesterday evening about sundown while recycling some paper.

A minute later another goose came by which seemed to be flying a bit 

slower (possibly trying to catch up).

Also found a recently dead Mourning dove on the sidewalk near Coble Hall 

which seemed to have hit a window at high speed.

The pidgeons seemed agitated near the Student Services Building.

An Acciptor may have been doing strafing runs on them.

It was hard to tell from a distance.

Good birding.

Jim 

On Sat, 19 Aug 2006, Sloan, Bernie wrote:

> Jim,

> 

> I believe I may have seen the same bird. I left Pages about 6:45PM and

> noticed a goose walking across the east half of the Pages parking lot,

> looking sort of agitated. It walked onto the grass along the edge of

> Curtis Road and started out into the road and almost got hit by a car.

> It sat there for awhile and then started a running takeoff. It flew low

> for a while and barely cleared a wire cross Curtis Road right by Pages.

> I wasn't sure it was going to make it.

> 

> Last I looked it was gaining altitude slowly but surely.

> 

> Bernie Sloan

> 

> -----Original Message-----

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of James Hoyt

> Sent: Friday, August 18, 2006 8:58 PM

> To: Michael Avara

> Cc: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Injured Canada Goose near Pages for All Ages

> Bookstorein Savoy

> 

> Mike and other bird lovers,

> 

> 

> This evening I observed a Canada Goose that did not quite clear the 

> telephone line along Curtis Road and Rt-45 in Savoy.

> 

> Several flocks moving around.

> 

> It was last seen walking around on the grass looking forlornly at its 

> pals flying around the area.

> 

> I figure that It will calm down by Saturday Morning.

> 

> If anyone has the equipment, training, and time please stop by and try

> to 

> herd this bird into a cardboard box.

> 

> I would suggest a face plate and protective clothing such as

> firefighters 

> wear..

> 

> The Small Animal Clinic (Wildlife Ward) at the U of I will take injured 

> birds but from prior experience they don't have the volunteers to go get

> 

> them.

> 

> I don't have the phone number for the wildlife ward but it should be on 

> the U of I webpage.

> 

> Good luck to any good hearted souls and this poor bird...

> 

> Thanks and take care,

> 

> Jim :(

> 

> PS. A community this size should have at least a part-time animal/bird 

>     rescue. I will donate to anyone who tries to start one up.P

> 

> PPS. And yes I should have been better prepared to deliver proper info

> but 

>      just have to trust that our network can help. 

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Mon Aug 21 14:13:59 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Mon Aug 21 14:14:02 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Solitary Sandpipers on campus

Message-ID: <20060821191359.94089.qmail@web57113.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

1:15 PM - I spotted three Solitary Sandpipers on the mud flat in the Boneyard behind Engineering Hall.

  Most I'd ever seen there simultaneously...

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Aug 21 15:40:51 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Aug 21 15:40:57 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook--Northern Harrier, Common Nighthawk

Message-ID: <20060821204051.62721.qmail@web60118.mail.yahoo.com>

Walked later than usual this morning (around 9) and

observed an immature Northern Harrier being mobbed by

Red-winged Blackbirds and Grackles as it flew from

east to west just south of the prairie observation

deck.  A short time later observed a Common Nighthawk

catching insects over the south prairie.  It persisted

in that area for more than a half hour.

Roger Digges

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 21 16:49:26 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Aug 21 16:49:09 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] E. Main St. backyard combat!

References: <20060821204051.62721.qmail@web60118.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9071A8348@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Like two titanic beasts of the past: they lunged and screamed at each other!  Ok...enough of the B-movie hype...it was a Hummer and a Goldfinch.  The Goldfinch perched on top of the shepard's crook holding the Hummer feeder.  The Hummer shot up right in front of the Goldfinch, 6 inches away...the Goldfinch lowered its head, and opened its beak, screaming defiance.  After a few seconds, the Hummer broke it off to duck down and feed, then shot right back up, forcing the Goldfinch to again assume its defensive pose, mouth open.  After a little more time, with the situation unchanged, the Hummer flew up and perched a few feet away...the Goldfinch, taking advantage of the situation, flew off toward the house...and the Hummer, pressing its argument...shot off after it.

At least 3 Hummers today...also a pair of Carolina Wrens, pair of House Wren, Cardinals, a Robin (not many lately), several BlueJays, and one or more female Redstarts.  

Only one Tiger Swallowtail, but a number of Monarchs.

Bob  :)

________________________________

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Mon Aug 21 22:38:47 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Mon Aug 21 22:38:55 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] UI Forestry

Message-ID: <424.8633bb8.321bd647@aol.com>

Saw the following warblers over the last three days at UI Forestry:  

GOLDEN-WINGED, BLACKBURNIAN, BLACKPOLL, AMERICAN REDSTART, OVENBIRD, KENTUCKY, AND 

CANADA WARBLER.  Also saw my first ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK of the fall today.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Mon Aug 21 23:25:09 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Mon Aug 21 23:16:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook - Sat morn

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV37E6C80BA90C693CF302BC6460@phx.gbl>

This is a bit late - saw a couple of migrants Sat morning: BLACK & WHITE WARBLER, AMERICAN REDSTART, MAGNOLIA WARBLER, RED-EYED VIREO (maybe not a migrant but one I only seen infrequently at Meadowbrook) and LEAST FLYCATCHER.

Flying over the Sculpture Prairie were at least 40 CHIMNEY SWIFTS - not going anywhere, just circling and staying over the prairie.  Some were tree-top level over the creek.

Still seeing SONG SPARROWS and RED-WINGED BLACKBIRDS feeding young and hearing YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO from different places.  The busiest place was the "peninsula".  The fruiting trees and bushes are attracting many birds  Saw 17 species in a short time including the Hummingbirds zipping here and there.... Could barely follow them so I have no idea if any were special or not.   

Charlene Anchor
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Tue Aug 22 08:52:07 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Tue Aug 22 08:43:51 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mahomet Monday - Nest boxes and "corn birds"

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV9DB981CF12B752BBABCBFC6460@phx.gbl>

The nest boxes are winding down and everyone is almost finished fledging.  If nests aren't bad (filled with parasites), I'll check the remains out of curiosity.  A just-fledged Bluebird nest yesterday had a cicada (a rather large entree for nestlings), a Japanese beetle (Yuck! Had the parents tasted it?) and two snails (what do they do with those?)  I have seen both small snails and clams in the Tree Swallow nests.  So, why not....I'm starting to collect the shells :-)

I'm adding to the "corn bird" list slowly.  Last week, Robins in groups and singly, where flying down into the corn (and some others, don't have my list here.)  Yesterday an Indigo Bunting was sitting in the corn and looked like it was drinking water collected on the leaves. Then 2 Hummingbirds flashed by me across the prairie, headed out over the corn about 100 feet and went down into it.  Don't know if one was chasing the other and the first decided to try an evasive tactic or if there may be spiders in there.  Don't know how often the corn is sprayed or what insects might be present.  But there must be some reason for the interest.

Charlene Anchor
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Aug 22 08:55:19 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Aug 22 08:55:22 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbird chasing Goldfinch

Message-ID: <20060822135519.53801.qmail@web57102.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Yesterday Bob Vaiden reported on a Hummingbird/Goldfinch altercation in his back yard.

  Same scenario this AM at Meadowbrook. Hummingbird chasing a male Goldfinch from east to west, just north of the prairie viewing platform. The Goldfinch dove into the prairie grass and the hummer lost track of him.

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com.  Check it out. 
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From n9ds_15 at msn.com  Tue Aug 22 09:52:49 2006

From: n9ds_15 at msn.com (Duston Suits)

Date: Tue Aug 22 09:52:56 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] American Restart

Message-ID: <BAY0-LC2-007A1EFE4DB7DE593B50F09DE460@phx.gbl>

Or at least that's what I think it was.  It was splashing around in our 

birdbath which of course was on the far side of the post it was hangning on. 

  But the semi-circular yellow patches on either side of its tail seemed 

very distinctive, and that was the only bird in the book I found that came 

close.  And it seems likely they'd be passing through the neighborhood this 

time of year too.

Duston Suits

Loami, IL

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Aug 22 11:57:42 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Aug 22 11:57:45 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bird ID question

Message-ID: <20060822165742.79840.qmail@web57114.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I heard what was to me an unfamiliar bird song this AM in Meadowbrook in several places along Douglas Creek, and near the garden plots.

  Near the top of a tree I briefly saw two of the birds that I think were doing the singing. My immediate reaction from the visual was "Baltimore Oriole", but the song was somewhat different.

  The notes in the song had the same quality as the clear notes in an Oriole song, but the cadence seemed different, sort of like this (I'm not trying to describe how the song sounded, just the rhythm of the song):

  Pa-diddy-pa-diddy-pa-doo (pause) diddy

  As I said, the individual notes sounded like Baltimore Oriole notes in terms of tone, but the cadence didn't seem the same as that in the several online Baltimore Oriole songs I played. I am almost certain the same song was coming from more than one bird.

  I am ready to mark it down as Baltimore Oriole, but I thought I would check to see if I am missing another possibility.

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From charleneanchor at msn.com  Tue Aug 22 22:19:38 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Tue Aug 22 22:11:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sedge Wren and Dickcissel songs - no sightings

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV78552029FFFE49176F7EEC6470@phx.gbl>

I hear Sedge Wrens and Dickcissels singing all summer on the prairie.  I'm aware that they both have variations in their songs and sometimes I can get them confused. Usually I walk along and hear them, stop, try to see them and then go on my way not spending too much time listening. The wrens have been more visible the last 2 weeks, and so I've been watching them more closely hoping to see a juvenile somewhere.  Yesterday I heard one close to me, spotted it, watched and listened.  I noticed it was changing it's song and one of it's songs was "Dickcissel" like.  I say that because after the introductory notes the notes following were well separated and not like the "typical" wren chatter.  Then I became aware of another Sedge Wren countersinging.  Neither moved from their perches. I could see them both - one would sing and the 2nd would immediately sing afterwards  I listened for about 10 minutes and the first one changed it's song 3 times.  I was surprised at the variations of the first.

When I got home I looked up on "The Birds of North American Online" and found out that the wrens do a lot of improvising and each bird can have a large repertoire of songs.  Two of the examples given were birds from Illinois.  One male had 85, what they called, song types in 1,112 different songs.  Another male used 148 different song types in 755 songs.  They said studying them was a long process since they usually sing one type of song for a long time before changing.  From that it appears I was lucky to hear one bird change it's song that much in such a short time.  It also said they do not mimic other wrens or other species. It may be that the wren I was listening to just happened to improvise something that sounded like the Dickcissel?  Has anyone had similar experiences?  I was lucky to be able to watch them.  If I hadn't seen them I wouldn't have known that it was the same wren changing it's song. Hopefully I'll have a change to see that again.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com  Wed Aug 23 09:43:11 2006

From: lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com (Linda Case)

Date: Wed Aug 23 09:44:04 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sedge Wren and Dickcissel songs - no sightings

In-Reply-To: <BAY113-DAV78552029FFFE49176F7EEC6470@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <200608231444.k7NEi2kx003747@gserve054.lis.uiuc.edu>

Hi Charlene -  

My husband and I hear both Sedge Wrens and Dickcissels frequently in the

morning when we run out on the Mahomet trail (I am the person with the dogs

who chats with you about the bird houses!).  I agree that they are very

similar. I can usually tell them apart as I think of the Sedge Wren's song

as less "musical" in tone than the Dickcissel's and has that longer rattle

at the end. But, that said....I "thought" I was quite proficient at telling

them apart until a couple of weeks ago when we were running on the open part

of the prairie and Mike asked me which song it was that we were hearing. I

(very officiously) said, "Oh, that is a Dickcissel".  And, of course, there

sat a little Sedge Wren with his turned-up tail, singing away, sounding very

much Dickcissel-like!  Lately, it seems I have been hearing only Sedge Wrens

(even when I misidentify them), so wonder if the Dickcissels are leaving

already?

The information that you found about the number of songs that Sedge wrens

have is fascinating!  How many people can say that they have more than 1000

songs memorized? (And I guess makes me feel a "little" better about calling

the little guy a Dickcissel!).  We often hear Wood Thrushes singing back and

forth during the part of our run that is over in the wooded part of LOW park

and love hearing how each improvises and changes the song as he answers

back.

Thanks for the interesting information!

Linda

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

www.autumngoldconsulting.com

(217) 586-4864

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com 

  _____  

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of charlene anchor

Sent: Tuesday, August 22, 2006 9:20 PM

To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sedge Wren and Dickcissel songs - no sightings

I hear Sedge Wrens and Dickcissels singing all summer on the prairie.  I'm

aware that they both have variations in their songs and sometimes I can get

them confused. Usually I walk along and hear them, stop, try to see them and

then go on my way not spending too much time listening. The wrens have been

more visible the last 2 weeks, and so I've been watching them more closely

hoping to see a juvenile somewhere.  Yesterday I heard one close to me,

spotted it, watched and listened.  I noticed it was changing it's song and

one of it's songs was "Dickcissel" like.  I say that because after the

introductory notes the notes following were well separated and not like the

"typical" wren chatter.  Then I became aware of another Sedge Wren

countersinging.  Neither moved from their perches. I could see them both -

one would sing and the 2nd would immediately sing afterwards  I listened for

about 10 minutes and the first one changed it's song 3 times.  I was

surprised at the variations of the first.

When I got home I looked up on "The Birds of North American Online" and

found out that the wrens do a lot of improvising and each bird can have a

large repertoire of songs.  Two of the examples given were birds from

Illinois.  One male had 85, what they called, song types in 1,112 different

songs.  Another male used 148 different song types in 755 songs.  They said

studying them was a long process since they usually sing one type of song

for a long time before changing.  From that it appears I was lucky to hear

one bird change it's song that much in such a short time.  It also said they

do not mimic other wrens or other species. It may be that the wren I was

listening to just happened to improvise something that sounded like the

Dickcissel?  Has anyone had similar experiences?  I was lucky to be able to

watch them.  If I hadn't seen them I wouldn't have known that it was the

same wren changing it's song. Hopefully I'll have a change to see that

again.

Charlene Anchor
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Wed Aug 23 13:09:16 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Wed Aug 23 13:09:19 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Campus birds

In-Reply-To: <20060816152816.87306.qmail@web57115.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608231301400.5545-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Yesterday evening.

Early saw the usual Modos, House sparrows, and a couple of grackles at the 

bird feeding area next to Coble Hall.

Got another flyover from a flock of 18 Canada Geese flying NNE last 

evening during my lunch break at 8PM.

Lots of Chimney swifts also.

2 high flying Nighthawks going south.

Looked like Mars in the clear evening sky.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Aug 23 19:56:04 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Aug 23 19:47:40 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] correction to Sedge Wren songs

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV130F3CCFC29FF7A2F7E591C6440@phx.gbl>

It's been brought to my attention through an email that I received that I didn't explain the Sedge Wren song variations correctly....

One male sang 85 different song types in the 1,112 songs that were listened to by the researchers.  I wrote it so it sounds like the wren sang 1,112 different songs. Don't want to give the little wren more credit than he deserves and don't want to mislead anyone.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060823/5ac25e30/attachment.htm

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Wed Aug 23 20:33:31 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Wed Aug 23 20:25:06 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Winter Wren?

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV6229B8A020C908A1FCBF5C6440@phx.gbl>

I was at the Forestry for at least 10 minutes this morning :-)  Saw a Canada Warbler and what I thought was a Winter Wren...only got to look at it for about a second....not a House or a Carolina.  Was low in the shrubs and went down. Would Winter Wrens be here yet?  

Charlene Anchor
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed Aug 23 22:03:56 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed Aug 23 22:04:01 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Winter Wren?

In-Reply-To: <BAY113-DAV6229B8A020C908A1FCBF5C6440@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <20060824030356.25859.qmail@web57115.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I had a similar experience a little before 7:00AM today (Wednesday). I was in Meadowbrook, southwest of the rabbit bridge, but near Forestry, very near Race Street.

  Very small dark wren-like bird fltting about in the brush about eye level.

  After hearing Charlene's suggestion of Winter Wrens I listened online to several recordings of Winter Wren call notes. Sounded very similar.

  Bernie Sloan

charlene anchor <charleneanchor@msn.com> wrote:

    I was at the Forestry for at least 10 minutes this morning :-)  Saw a Canada Warbler and what I thought was a Winter Wren...only got to look at it for about a second....not a House or a Carolina.  Was low in the shrubs and went down. Would Winter Wrens be here yet? 

  Charlene Anchor

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com.  Check it out. 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060823/2127adb2/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Aug 24 02:12:24 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Aug 24 02:12:29 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: E. Main St. backyard combat! and a thought about

 restoration's

 effect on a rare species in restored prairies. No Sightings! 

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9071A8348@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608240156040.9073-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Cheers for Bob Vaiden's humorous post about Hummingbird/Goldfinch 

interactions... :)

On a more serious note.

I would like to see an ornithology student do a study on our sedge wrens 

in Meadowbrook Park.

I say this in part because this was a life bird for me during a fairly 

boring summer. :)

After reading up on this rare bird in books (such as "Birds of Field and 

Shore" by John Eastman) I am intrigued about how the habits of this small 

wren might affect the nesting of other birds in and near the 

riparian/prairie restoration of Meadowbrook and other East Central 

Illinois areas.

As a restoration advocate I also find a bit of interest in the Sedge 

Wren's association with the introduction of exotic Reed Canary Grass.

Good birding,

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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*******************************************************************************

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug 24 10:03:39 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Aug 24 10:03:42 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Dickcissel

Message-ID: <20060824150339.77655.qmail@web57106.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I almost hate to mention this what with the recent discussions of how people confuse Dickcissel songs with Sedge Wren songs. :-)

  I am pretty sure I heard a Dickcissel singing repeatedly in Meadowbrook in the south end of the smaller prairie to the north and west of McCullough Creek. I heard it several times and immediately headed home and listened to several recordings. Pretty sure.

  And this is in an area where I don't think I've heard a Sedge Wren before.

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060824/18630b7f/attachment.htm

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Thu Aug 24 10:14:05 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Thu Aug 24 10:13:47 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawks & E Main backyard

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608231301400.5545-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90701568601@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Other than over the square at Sullivan, Illinois one evening in July, I

have NOT seen Nighthawks all summer.  They are SO much rarer than they

were when I was a kid...

However...I did see (Monday night) a flock of about 10 Nighthawks fly

right over the yard.  Hope I see more in future years... I do worry that

something is happening at the "other end" of their travels.

Hummers are as crazy as ever...at least 3 of them.  They fight with each

other, the Goldfinches, the Cardinals, the House Wrens...  I had one fly

right in front of my face and check me out the other day.

Female\young Redstarts commonly flitting around the yard now.

Hardly ever see a Robin these days...must be busy elsewhere!

Bob

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Aug 24 11:05:13 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Aug 24 11:05:20 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Campus Coopers Hawk chased by pigeons

Message-ID: <20060824160514.2978.qmail@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Walked by my favorite Boneyard mud flat on the way to feed a meter.

  As I stood there briefly I saw a southbound Coopers Hawk fly over the roof of the Grainger Engineering Library. It crossed the Boneyard and banked over Engineering Hall and headed to the east, almost like it was checking out rooftops for potential meals. Suddenly a flock of about twenty pigeons headed towards the hawk. They stayed on his tail (almost literally) until the hawk crossed Green Street heading south-southwest in the general direction of Altgeld Hall.

  I was going to say the pigeons were mobbing the Coopers, but they seemed so laid back and restrained. :-)  Quite a contrast to when Crows and Jays and smaller birds mob a hawk.

  Don't think I've ever seen pigeons do this before.

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com.  Check it out. 
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Aug 24 13:51:16 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Aug 24 13:51:22 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Campus Coopers Hawk chased by pigeons

In-Reply-To: <20060824160514.2978.qmail@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608241342280.12134-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

I have probably seen the same thing happen west of Altgeld Hall over the 

Student Services Building where several pidgeons roost.

Had wondered if my eyes were playing tricks on me...

Coopers hawks are quite a bit smaller than a Peregrine Falcon and would be 

biting off a bit more than they could chew it they tangled with a flock of 

Rock Pidgeons.

It must be tough trying to make its living in the middle of campus...

Jim :)

On Thu, 24 Aug 2006, B.G. Sloan wrote:

> Walked by my favorite Boneyard mud flat on the way to feed a meter.

>    

>   As I stood there briefly I saw a southbound Coopers Hawk fly over the roof of the Grainger Engineering Library. It crossed the Boneyard and banked over Engineering Hall and headed to the east, almost like it was checking out rooftops for potential meals. Suddenly a flock of about twenty pigeons headed towards the hawk. They stayed on his tail (almost literally) until the hawk crossed Green Street heading south-southwest in the general direction of Altgeld Hall.

>    

>   I was going to say the pigeons were mobbing the Coopers, but they seemed so laid back and restrained. :-)  Quite a contrast to when Crows and Jays and smaller birds mob a hawk.

>    

>   Don't think I've ever seen pigeons do this before.

>    

>   Bernie Sloan

>    

>    

> 

>  



> ---------------------------------

> Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com.  Check it out. 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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*******************************************************************************

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Thu Aug 24 20:14:54 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Thu Aug 24 20:14:56 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawk locations...

Message-ID: <20060825011454.88622.qmail@web52114.mail.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

I know I have not been around Champaign, or Illinois, for that long, but I seem to still be finding Common Nighthawks.  I have heard a lot of talk on the list about declines in Common Nighthawk densities and I am not here to discuss densities.  The topic at hand is nighthawk locations since most people are seemingly only catching a few birds at a time.  I have been spending a lot of time down by Moorman Swine Ponds (unrelated to birding) and keep hearing good numbers of Common Nighthawks in that area.  When I am at work late (corner of Lincoln and Green), I often hear multiple Common Nighthawks flying around the area.  I have been cruising the quad at night and keep seeing birds flying over the area pretty low to the lights.  Other locations I keep finding them with regularity include:

Downtown Champaign (during streetfest)

Schnuck's near Lincoln Square mall

Pretty much anywhere in campustown

Jerry's IGA in west Champaign

Now for the list of where I have had birds in the past, but do not have them this year:

My townhome (Springfield and Mattis)

I think that the densities are likely declining all over the nation due to loss of nesting habitat, but I still think the numbers are present, just not where people are necessarily present all the time.  

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com.  Check it out. 
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Thu Aug 24 22:58:13 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Thu Aug 24 22:58:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Swifts in quantity

Message-ID: <30ec30250608242058j36319a2cwbdfff75862f591ba@mail.gmail.com>

About 7:45 - 8:00 p.m. (near dusk, clear and warm) Thu., 24 Aug. '06

Above Lincoln Hotel, at Lincoln Square Village mall (Elm and Broadway)

Urbana

Many chimney swifts -- 60? 70? 80? lots more? -- twittering, swirling at

high speed above the hotel roof.  Thought I could see a stream of them

dipping down to one of the chimneys, but from a distance in fading light,

and with the birds' rapid movement, I was not absolutely certain I was

judging depth correctly.  A remarkable scene; I'll have to go by there again

at dusk, next time with binoculars.

Reference previous Birdnotes postings about chimney swifts at the same

location:

12 Oct. 2005:     Greg Lambeth (estimating 100 birds)

                         Charlene Anchor (reporting 2004 observation)

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From spendelo at uiuc.edu  Fri Aug 25 00:27:33 2006

From: spendelo at uiuc.edu (Jacob Spendelow)

Date: Fri Aug 25 01:27:21 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Winter Wren?

In-Reply-To: <BAY113-DAV6229B8A020C908A1FCBF5C6440@phx.gbl>

References: <BAY113-DAV6229B8A020C908A1FCBF5C6440@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <6.0.0.22.2.20060825001025.0351c3e0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I don't think anyone answered Charlene's question yet, at least not on the 

listserv...

Birds of Illinois (Bohlen) lists an early fall migrant date of September 8 

in Springfield, so a Winter Wren would be pretty unlikely in central 

Illinois at the moment.

The bar graphs at the end of Birding Illinois (DeVore) are quite useful for 

quickly answering this sort of seasonal abundance question.  The main 

shortcoming of this book for C-U birders is that very few of the nearby 

birding sites are covered.  Nevertheless, I think the book is worth the 

price just for the bar graphs, which are generally quite accurate in my 

experience.  Unfortunately, I don't have my copy with me at the moment to 

compare with Bohlen.

Good birding!

Jacob Spendelow

Los Alamos, NM

At 08:33 PM 8-23-2006, charlene anchor wrote:

>I was at the Forestry for at least 10 minutes this morning :-)  Saw a 

>Canada Warbler and what I thought was a Winter Wren...only got to look at 

>it for about a second....not a House or a Carolina.  Was low in the shrubs 

>and went down. Would Winter Wrens be here yet?

>

>Charlene Anchor

>

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Aug 25 02:03:05 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Aug 25 02:03:07 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Marbles clicking

In-Reply-To: <20060820174248.94381.qmail@web52112.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608250159570.16151-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Campus birders,

Walked between the English Building and Lincoln Hall today at around 

4:30PM.

Heard some kind of bird making a sound like marbles clicking in a bag.

Couldn't see anything.

Seems like someone mentioned this in an earlier post or maybe I'm just 

losing mine...

Thanks,

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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*******************************************************************************

From rem at uiuc.edu  Fri Aug 25 07:01:34 2006

From: rem at uiuc.edu (Robert E Miller)

Date: Fri Aug 25 07:01:49 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

Message-ID: <20060825070134.AAU52213@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

I saw two female turkeys at about 2:00 pm yesterday (8/24) in several neighbors yards near the corners of Mumford, Zuppke and George Huff.  The turkey catchers haven't captured them yet.

Bob Miller

Robert E. Miller

Emeritus Professor of TAM

216 Talbot Laboratory, MC-262

104 South Wright Street

Urbana, IL  61801-2983

(217) 333-4283

Home: 408 E. Mumford Dr.

Urbana, IL 61801

(217) 367-1796

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Aug 25 07:46:43 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Aug 25 07:46:47 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

In-Reply-To: <20060825070134.AAU52213@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <20060825124643.30136.qmail@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

This is an interesting sighting in that, to the best of my knowledge, no one has seen two females together all summer. People have reported solitary hens, or a hen with two males, but not two females.

  Bernie Sloan

Robert E Miller <rem@uiuc.edu> wrote:

  I saw two female turkeys at about 2:00 pm yesterday (8/24) in several neighbors yards near the corners of Mumford, Zuppke and George Huff. The turkey catchers haven't captured them yet.

Bob Miller

Robert E. Miller

Emeritus Professor of TAM

216 Talbot Laboratory, MC-262

104 South Wright Street

Urbana, IL 61801-2983

(217) 333-4283

Home: 408 E. Mumford Dr.

Urbana, IL 61801

(217) 367-1796

_______________________________________________
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Fri Aug 25 08:59:26 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Fri Aug 25 08:59:07 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] E Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <20060820151211.AAQ14046@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90701568606@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Hummers going crazy...3 of them chasing each other ALL OVER the yard

(including right by our heads).  They fight with the Goldfinches, argue

with the Cardinals, and get along with no one...

Many butterflies...probably 2 dozen Monarchs in the yard at a time,

Hackberry Butterflies, Snout Butterflies, Sulphurs, Black and Tiger

Swallowtails, Red-Spotted Purples, and others we don't know.

Turtlehead just starting in bloom...Royal Catchfly and Cardinal

fading...Blue Lobelia at glorious maximum...Cream Gentian hanging in

there (saw a Hummer probing them).  The first Asters are starting...New

England and Silky Aster.

Bob  :)

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Fri Aug 25 09:07:46 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Fri Aug 25 08:59:22 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Middlefork - uncertain identifications

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV60A2DEF7F5EC30BB4CE9EC6450@phx.gbl>

The wife of a friend of my husband saw approx 30 turkeys on 3500N, west of the Waterfowl Overlook at Middlefork on the morning of the 23rd. Said they were just "standing" in the middle of the road, a variety of sizes.  She had to wait for them to leave.  My husband decided Thurs morn it that we should ride out and take a look.  We did not see any turkeys.

Checked the Overlook.  In my rush to leave I didn't pick up my scope but there was little there.  It looks like a meadow with a couple of scattered ponds with dried, cracked edges.

Saw KILLDEER, SOLITARY SANDPIPER and GREEN HERON at a close pond.  At the far pond was a GREAT EGRET and a few sandpipers but I couldn't tell what they were - just dots basically....legs all looked dark due to the light but some were taller and one did a "sewing" motion which I thought could qualify it as a Dowitcher.  Didn't walk around much but off the parking lot was a very crisp, clean looking OLIVE-SIDED FLYCATCHER flycatching from the small dead trees west of the Overlook.

Before that, going west on 3500N just after we crossed the bridge, we spotted a large brown eagle on the edge of the road which was also the edge of the little parking lot next to the river. I pulled off the road immediately and we watched it eating a prey item which turned out to be a small racoon lying belly up.  The eagle was ripping out the entrails.  During the entire time I watched it I didn't see any white or whitish markings anywhere.  The tail was folded and often under the primary projections of the wings and I didn't see any banding.  The most prominent feature was the bill which was very dark at the tip and then lighter, probably grayish and the cere was a very bright yellow.  The cere stood out prominently.  We both thought "GOLDEN EAGLE" but there was not a "golden" cast to the nape just a bit lighter in color and the face was a bit darker.  Then a truck passed and scared the eagle off. For some dumb reason I glanced at the truck as it passed and missed most of the take-off of the eagle which happened quickly. The viewing time of it was short.  Saw the back which had a few tawny looking spots on it but missed any of the underside which was only shown briefly as it was quickly behind the trees where we couldn't see it before it was very high off the ground.  I drilled my husband...he said he could see no white but the tail looked lighter grayish underneath and the trailing edge of the wings did too.  I, or we, couldn't help but think it was an adult GOLDEN EAGLE-- BUT when I got home and checked the timing it said they migrate in October and November.  This is worse than the early Winter Wren timing!  I feel muddled...can anyone clarify one way or the other? Thanks.  By the way, the kill looked pretty fresh - bloody, not dried up - and my husband felt that would indicate a GOLDEN more than a BALD which he thought might take older carrion.  I don't know about that (I'm not sure he does either :-))  I had also seen an adult BALD EAGLE on the same road in January of this year - not that that has anything to do with it.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Aug 25 11:44:08 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Aug 25 11:44:12 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Boneyard birds

Message-ID: <20060825164408.17842.qmail@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I've been stopping by the Boneyard a couple of times a day for the past couple of weeks (it's very close to my office). It's kind of intriguing because it's been one of the last places I would think of as a nature spot around here. Back when I was in school the Boneyard was often referred to as an open sewer.

  Anyway, a little summary of what I've seen and heard along the Boneyard roughly between Wright and Matthews:

  ?       Solitary Sandpiper - Always at least two, and sometimes three. I walked past the mud flat early one morning and one was still asleep, standing on one leg with its head tucked under a wing.

  ?       Spotted Sandpiper - One, every now and then, on the mudflat.

  ?       Belted Kingfisher - Heard, but not seen.

  ?       Coopers Hawk - One, being chased by pigeons

  ?       Peregrine(?) - One large dark falcon at about 400 feet altitude

  ?       Mallard - Two, dabbling in the Boneyard

  ?       Northern Cardinal ? Quite a few

  ?       Blue Jay ? One or two

  ?       Northern Rough-Winged Swallow - a few

  ?       Swift - Many

  ?       Barn Swallow - A few

  ?       American Goldfinch ? A few

  ?       House Finch ? One or two

  ?       Common Grackle ? A few

  ?       European Starling ? A few

  ?       ?Confusing Fall Warblers? ? I am not very good with fall warblers, but I?d say two or three different species.

  ?       Mourning Dove ? Quite a few

  ?       American Robin ? Quite a few...several feeding on ripe blueberries(?) along Boneyard

  ?       Pigeons ? The most common bird

  ?       House Sparrow ? Second most common

  I?m also impressed by the aquatic life:

  ?       Multiple species of fish (even some gamefish like smallmouth bass) in good numbers

  ?       Frogs ? quite a few (watched a smallmouth bass take a small frog from the edge of the mud flat the other day)

  ?       Snapping turtles ? at least three, although I haven?t seen them much lately

  ?       Dragonflies ? looks like maybe three species

  ?       Bullfrog Tadpoles ? the monsters of the tadpole world. Saw about a half dozen Thursday behind Everitt Lab. Maybe five inches in length with small back legs just showing.

---------------------------------

Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com.  Check it out. 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060825/23b4cdc7/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Aug 26 22:56:35 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Aug 26 22:56:38 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawks in twilight

In-Reply-To: <20060825164408.17842.qmail@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608262236140.8229-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Tonight I saw about a half dozen nighthawks while driving past Judge 

Webber "Dog Park" in Urbana.

About 10 minutes later I stopped by Meadowbrook Park and saw an 

undetermined number of Nighthawks. (Over a Dozen)

Also saw a Monarch Butterfly which appeared to be chasing a Goldfinch.

He was falling behind.

Probably just as well...

The highlight was a Coopers Hawk which flew over me while walking south 

along McCoulough Creek (Just before the Hickman Wildflower Walk) SE of the 

Scuplture Prairie.

Looked BIG!

This Coopers Hawk flew out over my head from the alders in the hazy 

atmosphere and landed near the stream.

I saw its banded flat tail clearly!  

On inspecting the Sibley Eastern Edition I have to wonder about a larger 

Accitper!

Please respond if you see a Gosshawk in the same area!

Thanks,

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From bpalmore at egix.net  Sun Aug 27 10:07:09 2006

From: bpalmore at egix.net (Bland Palmore)

Date: Sun Aug 27 10:07:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Heritage Lake

Message-ID: <6.1.0.6.1.20060827100549.019fde68@mail.egix.net>

There is a resident Heron that sits on a rock at this lake, close to Dodds 

Parks area.

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Sun Aug 27 18:49:16 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Sun Aug 27 18:49:21 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawk locations...

In-Reply-To: <20060825011454.88622.qmail@web52114.mail.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285013C2859@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Bryan Guarente mentioned the Urbana Schnuck's as a regular Common

Nighthawk location.

I got back into Urbana tonight from a trip to my Southern Indiana

residence.

I hit the Urbana Schnuck's at about 5:10PM to pick up a few dinner

items. My attention was drawn to a Turkey Vulture riding a thermal at an

altitude of a couple hundred feet above Schnuck's, a little to the east.

Then I noticed smaller birds near the Vulture. I counted about a dozen

Nighthawks. They didn't seem to be harassing the Vulture...they just

seemed to be sharing the thermal with the Vulture. 

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Bryan

Guarente

Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2006 8:15 PM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawk locations...

Birdnoters,

I know I have not been around Champaign, or Illinois, for that long, but

I seem to still be finding Common Nighthawks.  I have heard a lot of

talk on the list about declines in Common Nighthawk densities and I am

not here to discuss densities.  The topic at hand is nighthawk locations

since most people are seemingly only catching a few birds at a time.  I

have been spending a lot of time down by Moorman Swine Ponds (unrelated

to birding) and keep hearing good numbers of Common Nighthawks in that

area.  When I am at work late (corner of Lincoln and Green), I often

hear multiple Common Nighthawks flying around the area.  I have been

cruising the quad at night and keep seeing birds flying over the area

pretty low to the lights.  Other locations I keep finding them with

regularity include:

Downtown Champaign (during streetfest)

Schnuck's near Lincoln Square mall

Pretty much anywhere in campustown

Jerry's IGA in west Champaign

Now for the list of where I have had birds in the past, but do not have

them this year:

My townhome (Springfield and Mattis)

I think that the densities are likely declining all over the nation due

to loss of nesting habitat, but I still think the numbers are present,

just not where people are necessarily present all the time.  

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

________________________________

Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com. Check it out.

<http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=42974/*http:/www.yahoo.com/preview>  

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060827/e1e8c4fb/attachment.htm

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sun Aug 27 22:23:23 2006

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sun Aug 27 22:23:28 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] UI Forestry - South Farms

Message-ID: <410.4f014880.3223bbab@aol.com>

    Good mix of warblers about mid-day in Forestry, mostly feeding in various 

pine trees - TENN, CHESTNUT-SIDED, MAGNOLIA, BLACK-THROATED GREEN, 

BLACKBURNIAN, PINE, BLACK AND WHITE, and AMERICAN REDSTART.  Nice mix of shorebirds at 

the swine ponds - LESSER AND GREATER YELLOWLEGS, LEAST, SEMIPALMATED AND STILT 

SANDPIPERS, SOLITARY SANDPIPER, and three SORA RAILS.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060827/7a676e98/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Mon Aug 28 01:24:07 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Mon Aug 28 01:24:12 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawk locations...Campus again

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285013C2859@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608280120060.26871-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

I have always felt that Nighthawks and Whip Poor Wills were neat birds!

I just love the way they flap their wings and soar and sometimes try to do 

an immelman and seem to stall out in mid air!

Tonight I saw a couple over campus along with the usual swifts.

The Pidgeons seemed to be disturbed by something.

Am not allowed to carry binoculars at work so it can be frustrating.

Jim :)

On Sun, 27 Aug 2006, Sloan, Bernie wrote:

> Bryan Guarente mentioned the Urbana Schnuck's as a regular Common

> Nighthawk location.

> 

>  

> 

> I got back into Urbana tonight from a trip to my Southern Indiana

> residence.

> 

>  

> 

> I hit the Urbana Schnuck's at about 5:10PM to pick up a few dinner

> items. My attention was drawn to a Turkey Vulture riding a thermal at an

> altitude of a couple hundred feet above Schnuck's, a little to the east.

> Then I noticed smaller birds near the Vulture. I counted about a dozen

> Nighthawks. They didn't seem to be harassing the Vulture...they just

> seemed to be sharing the thermal with the Vulture. 

> 

>  

> 

> Bernie Sloan

> 

> ________________________________

> 

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Bryan

> Guarente

> Sent: Thursday, August 24, 2006 8:15 PM

> To: Birdnotes

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawk locations...

> 

>  

> 

> Birdnoters,

> I know I have not been around Champaign, or Illinois, for that long, but

> I seem to still be finding Common Nighthawks.  I have heard a lot of

> talk on the list about declines in Common Nighthawk densities and I am

> not here to discuss densities.  The topic at hand is nighthawk locations

> since most people are seemingly only catching a few birds at a time.  I

> have been spending a lot of time down by Moorman Swine Ponds (unrelated

> to birding) and keep hearing good numbers of Common Nighthawks in that

> area.  When I am at work late (corner of Lincoln and Green), I often

> hear multiple Common Nighthawks flying around the area.  I have been

> cruising the quad at night and keep seeing birds flying over the area

> pretty low to the lights.  Other locations I keep finding them with

> regularity include:

> 

> Downtown Champaign (during streetfest)

> Schnuck's near Lincoln Square mall

> Pretty much anywhere in campustown

> Jerry's IGA in west Champaign

> 

> Now for the list of where I have had birds in the past, but do not have

> them this year:

> 

> My townhome (Springfield and Mattis)

> 

> I think that the densities are likely declining all over the nation due

> to loss of nesting habitat, but I still think the numbers are present,

> just not where people are necessarily present all the time.  

> 

> Bryan Guarente

> Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

> Champaign, IL

> 

>   

> 

> ________________________________

> 

> Stay in the know. Pulse on the new Yahoo.com. Check it out.

> <http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=42974/*http:/www.yahoo.com/preview>  

> 

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Mon Aug 28 10:59:47 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Mon Aug 28 10:51:31 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Golden Eagle/Bald Eagle - no sightings

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV618D707BCDC0323C96215C6380@phx.gbl>

I've received a couple of emails which would suggest that what I saw was an immature Bald Eagle and that is what I would expect.  I have found it very hard to believe that at this time of year, what I saw was a Golden Eagle (especially since the Bald Eagles were successful in breeding this year on the North Fork) and I don't have much to go on except one field mark since I didn't see the underside and wasn't paying attention to the feet, which in case of the Golden would have been completely feathered and in the Bald would not have been feathered.

Several sources I checked mentioned the color of the bills and ceres in the juvenile Bald Eagle and the adult Golden.  I checked "Birds of North America Online" (the most complete species accounts available anywhere, other than buying the entire set of books yourself for a couple of thousand $).  Under the Golden Eagle account was the following: ".....bill and talons black-tipped, fading to slate grey near the base. Cere, orbital ring and feet yellow."  Re age of feathers  ".....old feathers appear faded, more brownish and frayed on edges."  Re comparison of Bald/Golden ".....Immature Bald Eagle has darker (blackish) bill and cere."   Under the Bald Eagle account  ".....Beak and cere are blackish gray", for the juvenile Bald Eagle. I can only talk about the one outstanding field mark I saw and that was cere which stood out a VERY bright yellow especially in comparison to the VERY black-tipped beak and the greyish color in between.  Added to that was the fact that the feathers looked a weathered, dull brownish color, and also the absence of seeing any white anywhere makes me believe that it was an older Golden Eagle...although I still find it hard to believe!!

In case anyone is wondering, "why didn't they start the car and try to see the bird flying/soaring?"  We both thought if we stayed put that maybe the bird would return to its prey....and then we would have gotten a fantastic view as it returned.  We sat for 5-10 min and it never returned.  When we checked the raccoon all the entrails had been removed except for one large,round, pinkish organ. So maybe the bird had basically taken what it wanted.  We checked back 3 times and not even the turkey vultures had found it.

Well, I would hope someone else would see the same bird besides me.  I can understand any skepticism as I would be too. :-)

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Aug 28 11:06:43 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Aug 28 11:06:46 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Overheard at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <20060828160643.54108.qmail@web60121.mail.yahoo.com>

Now that my "gig" in "Oliver!" is done, I'm out

walking early again.  I heard a Great Crested

Flycatcher in the woods southeast of the community

gardens, two American Woodcocks calling to each other

in the prairie about 25 yards south of the large play

area (this is where I observed Woodcocks last March),

and saw a large dark rail land in the prairie about 25

yards or so southeast of the observation platform.  I

also saw a large dark falcon pursuing a rock pigeon

through the tree line at the south edge of the south

prairie.  

Roger Digges

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

From REGEHR5 at aol.com  Mon Aug 28 12:25:24 2006

From: REGEHR5 at aol.com (REGEHR5@aol.com)

Date: Mon Aug 28 12:25:34 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawk

Message-ID: <3ab.7724875.32248104@aol.com>

There was a nighthawk flying over downtown Urbana on Saturday

at about 6:30 PM.  As I was leaving my car I heard it call.  That is

the first one I've seen in some time.

                               Elaine Regehr

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060828/33752934/attachment.htm

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Mon Aug 28 15:07:35 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Mon Aug 28 15:07:38 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Hummingbirds

Message-ID: <20060828200735.75693.qmail@web57110.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I've been seeing quite a few Ruby-Throated Hummingbirds in Meadowbrook in the past week or two.

  Saw two this morning.

  One day last week I saw more hummingbirds in one day (six) than I may have seen in a couple of years Meadowbrook visits, combined.

  I've seen them chasing other birds...Coopers Hawk one day, Goldfinch another day. Hadn't seen this particular behavior before (but then I don't feed hummers).

  Is this unusual for Meadowbrook, or for some reason have I just started to become more aware of them?

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060828/d12a1075/attachment.htm

From bernies at uillinois.edu  Mon Aug 28 16:55:33 2006

From: bernies at uillinois.edu (Sloan, Bernie)

Date: Mon Aug 28 16:55:36 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawks in twilight

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608262236140.8229-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285013C2925@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Jim Hoyt said:

"The highlight was a Coopers Hawk which flew over me while walking south

along McCoulough Creek (Just before the Hickman Wildflower Walk) SE of

the 

Scuplture Prairie. Looked BIG! This Coopers Hawk flew out over my head

from the alders in the hazy atmosphere and landed near the stream. I saw

its banded flat tail clearly! On inspecting the Sibley Eastern Edition I

have to wonder about a larger Accitper! Please respond if you see a

Gosshawk in the same area!"

You might also consider Northern Harrier. I believe Helen Parker said

she thought she might have seen one a couple of weeks ago at

Meadowbrook...

Bernie Sloan

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of James Hoyt

Sent: Saturday, August 26, 2006 10:57 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawks in twilight

Birders,

Tonight I saw about a half dozen nighthawks while driving past Judge 

Webber "Dog Park" in Urbana.

About 10 minutes later I stopped by Meadowbrook Park and saw an 

undetermined number of Nighthawks. (Over a Dozen)

Also saw a Monarch Butterfly which appeared to be chasing a Goldfinch.

He was falling behind.

Probably just as well...

The highlight was a Coopers Hawk which flew over me while walking south 

along McCoulough Creek (Just before the Hickman Wildflower Walk) SE of

the 

Scuplture Prairie.

Looked BIG!

This Coopers Hawk flew out over my head from the alders in the hazy 

atmosphere and landed near the stream.

I saw its banded flat tail clearly!  

On inspecting the Sibley Eastern Edition I have to wonder about a larger

Accitper!

Please respond if you see a Gosshawk in the same area!

Thanks,

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

************************************************************************

*******

************************************************************************

*******

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife

Legacy"

************************************************************************

*******

************************************************************************

*******

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Mon Aug 28 17:02:35 2006

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Gregory S Lambeth)

Date: Mon Aug 28 17:02:37 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana Nighthawks

Message-ID: <1343607D07FABB4B9E0806679E555A6B01CD0B8E@odosmail.ad.uiuc.edu>

I had 26 Nighthawks in a flock last evening at 6:45pm in Urbana near the corner of Florida and Lincoln avenue.  In past years, I've had flocks as large as 200+ birds in Urbana around this time of year.  It can be difficult getting an accurate count of the birds given the trees, but 200 birds is a pretty good estimate of the count from several years ago.  

Greg Lambeth

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Mon Aug 28 20:19:32 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Mon Aug 28 20:19:36 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rantoul Sewage Treatment Plant: Champaign County

Message-ID: <20060829011932.72005.qmail@web52103.mail.yahoo.com>

This afternoon I went up to the Sewage Treatment plant in Rantoul.  It was hoppin'.  The first bird I saw was an UPLAND SANDPIPER.  The second bird was a KILLDEER.  Third bird was a BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER.  It continued for a while like this.  

Here is what I ended up with:

Killdeer

1 UPLAND SANDPIPER

14 BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPERS (YES, fourteen)

1 BAIRD'S SANDPIPER

2 Semi-palmated Plovers (juveniles)

13 SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHERS

2 LONG-BILLED DOWITCHERS (based on back hump)

Pectoral Sandpipers

Stilt Sandpipers

Semipalmated Sandpipers (most abundant bird)

Least Sandpipers

Solitary Sandpipers

Lesser Yellowlegs

Spotted Sandpipers

If you go looking for these birds, remember that habitat considerations are important in finding all these birds.  The Buffies are not fond of the watering hole.  They much rather prefer the grassy edges and into the dry parts of the plant.

When looking at the Dowitchers, it is best to get looks at the tertials to see if they are tiger striped or solid.  This is the best characteristic for IDing dowitchers, but failing that, the back shape is greater than 85% accurate according to the authors of "The Shorebird Guide" released in 2006.  Long-billed Dowitchers will have a larger hump on their back when in the typical sewing machine feeding position.  The hump will also be much closer to the head.  This makes for a very hunchbacked look as opposed to Short-billed Dowitchers which will show more of a sleek line curving from the head to the middle of the back.  Looking at where on the back the tallest point is makes a difference.  If you would like more information about this, you can email me back or pick up a copy of "The Shorebird Guide" by Crossley, Karlson, and  O'Brien.  

Please get up to the sewage ponds while you can.  The numbers of birds up there are rather high for Champaign County.  The more people we get through there, the better our chances are of finding some of the really rare birds (Ruff, Red-necked Stint, Spotted Redshank, and other wishful thinking birds).  

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

---------------------------------

Get your email and more, right on the  new Yahoo.com 
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URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20060828/2a73ce5b/attachment.htm

From charleneanchor at msn.com  Mon Aug 28 20:53:29 2006

From: charleneanchor at msn.com (charlene anchor)

Date: Mon Aug 28 20:45:05 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana Nighthawks

Message-ID: <BAY113-DAV10F502B7722E835B5F11A2C6390@phx.gbl>

I feel bad about the apparent decline in numbers of the Nighthawks.  Throughout the summer I would occasionally see one Nighthawk in the sky by itself.  Always saw one by I74 and Prospect not far from where I recycle. So maybe one pair was trying to nest on a flat roof in the area?  It would be easy for one pair not to be successful. Not a good sign!

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Gregory S Lambeth

Sent: Monday, August 28, 2006 5:02 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana Nighthawks

I had 26 Nighthawks in a flock last evening at 6:45pm in Urbana near the corner of Florida and Lincoln avenue.  In past years, I've had flocks as large as 200+ birds in Urbana around this time of year.  It can be difficult getting an accurate count of the birds given the trees, but 200 birds is a pretty good estimate of the count from several years ago.   

Greg Lambeth

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

-------------- next part --------------
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Aug 28 21:03:54 2006

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Aug 28 21:03:58 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawks in twilight

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285013C2925@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <20060829020354.31990.qmail@web60117.mail.yahoo.com>

I had an immature Northern Harrier just south of

Douglas Creek last week.

Roger Digges

--- "Sloan, Bernie" <bernies@uillinois.edu> wrote:

> Jim Hoyt said:

> 

> "The highlight was a Coopers Hawk which flew over me

> while walking south

> along McCoulough Creek (Just before the Hickman

> Wildflower Walk) SE of

> the 

> Scuplture Prairie. Looked BIG! This Coopers Hawk

> flew out over my head

> from the alders in the hazy atmosphere and landed

> near the stream. I saw

> its banded flat tail clearly! On inspecting the

> Sibley Eastern Edition I

> have to wonder about a larger Accitper! Please

> respond if you see a

> Gosshawk in the same area!"

> 

> You might also consider Northern Harrier. I believe

> Helen Parker said

> she thought she might have seen one a couple of

> weeks ago at

> Meadowbrook...

> 

> Bernie Sloan

> 

> -----Original Message-----

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On

> Behalf Of James Hoyt

> Sent: Saturday, August 26, 2006 10:57 PM

> To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawks in twilight

> 

> Birders,

> 

> Tonight I saw about a half dozen nighthawks while

> driving past Judge 

> Webber "Dog Park" in Urbana.

> 

> About 10 minutes later I stopped by Meadowbrook Park

> and saw an 

> undetermined number of Nighthawks. (Over a Dozen)

> 

> Also saw a Monarch Butterfly which appeared to be

> chasing a Goldfinch.

> 

> He was falling behind.

> 

> Probably just as well...

> 

> The highlight was a Coopers Hawk which flew over me

> while walking south 

> along McCoulough Creek (Just before the Hickman

> Wildflower Walk) SE of

> the 

> Scuplture Prairie.

> 

> Looked BIG!

> 

> This Coopers Hawk flew out over my head from the

> alders in the hazy 

> atmosphere and landed near the stream.

> 

> I saw its banded flat tail clearly!  

> 

> On inspecting the Sibley Eastern Edition I have to

> wonder about a larger

> 

> Accitper!

> 

> Please respond if you see a Gosshawk in the same

> area!

> 

> Thanks,

> 

> Jim :)

> 

> -- 

> James Hoyt

> "The Prairie Ant"

> Champaign Co. Audubon

> Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

> Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

> Champaign County Master Gardener

> Allerton Allies

> Prairie Rivers Network

> 

>

************************************************************************

> *******

>

************************************************************************

> *******

> "The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic

> force' and with  good

> 

> reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions

> are to decide the 

> world's future, then surely we have reached a level

> where we can be held

> 

> acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen

> "Our Wildlife

> Legacy"

>

************************************************************************

> *******

>

************************************************************************

> *******

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

__________________________________________________
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Mon Aug 28 21:12:54 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Mon Aug 28 21:12:58 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Campus Peregrine Falcon(?)

Message-ID: <20060829021254.74635.qmail@web57113.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Left my office near Wright and Green about 5:20PM looking up to see if I could see Common Nighthawks.

  Didn't see Nighthawks, but I did see what I am pretty sure was a Peregrine Falcon interacting with a flock of about 30 Pigeons. 

  They were interacting at a fairly high altitude (200 feet?). The pigeons looked like they were chasing the Falcon at first, but after watching them for awhile it seemed like the Pigeons were just trying to stay behind the Falcon for safety's sake. Every now and then the Falcon would change course abruptly and the flock of Pigeons would scatter.

  Eventually the Falcon drifted off to the north. As I walked along the Boneyard it seemed like every Pigeon on the Engineering Campus was flying very agitatedly. 

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon Aug 28 23:12:26 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon Aug 28 23:12:31 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Feather wear

Message-ID: <30ec30250608282112x487cdf30mc20055b08da5bd3@mail.gmail.com>

A lot of the birds I'm currently seeing at our feeders look really

featherbare (assuming a meaning corresponding to "threadbare").  I'm

particularly seeing this in house finches, cardinals, and common grackles.

I notice it especially around the head and neck; it looks like something is

roughly abrading the feathers.  The birds end up appearing very scruffy.

You may recall that a couple months ago I was seeing a slightly leucistic

("stone-washed") male cardinal regularly visiting our feeders.  I've not

seen that bird for quite a while, but in the last week I've begun to spot

another male cardinal that appears a little melanistic.  I'm wondering if,

instead of truly atypical coloration, this is instead a case of feather

wear, in which the red tips of the feathers have been worn off, exposing

darker feathers underneath that are ordinarily hidden.  Feather wear, as

opposed to molt, also creates the black bib of the male house sparrow (see

Sibley Guide to Bird Life and Behavior (2001), p. 562).  I don't know

anything remotely close to enough about cardinal plumage to have any idea

whether that's a plausible hypothesis.  Anyhow, this cardinal looks pretty

dreadful.  It has about three feathers left in its crest, and two of those

are half-gone . . . .

Abrasion of feathers has made some of the finches and grackles look, in

contrast, like they have some whitish patches on them.  I'm not sure if this

widespread feather wear is actually something new; quite likely I've simply

not noticed it before.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Tue Aug 29 01:26:57 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Tue Aug 29 01:27:00 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawks in twilight

In-Reply-To: <E55062D772EBD348B31AC9C98106F285013C2925@pbmail.ui.uillinois.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608290122290.897-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

I believe that Bernie is probably correct in his educated guess about this 

bird being a Harrier!

It came in out of the haze from the new prairie and then zoomed into the 

trees above the creek.

Might have been diving at my Camo hat until it rose again.

Now that I remember...

It seems to have had a sort of cupped face that resembled an owl.

Jim :)

1

On Mon, 28 Aug 2006, Sloan, Bernie wrote:

> Jim Hoyt said:

> 

> "The highlight was a Coopers Hawk which flew over me while walking south

> along McCoulough Creek (Just before the Hickman Wildflower Walk) SE of

> the 

> Scuplture Prairie. Looked BIG! This Coopers Hawk flew out over my head

> from the alders in the hazy atmosphere and landed near the stream. I saw

> its banded flat tail clearly! On inspecting the Sibley Eastern Edition I

> have to wonder about a larger Accitper! Please respond if you see a

> Gosshawk in the same area!"

> 

> You might also consider Northern Harrier. I believe Helen Parker said

> she thought she might have seen one a couple of weeks ago at

> Meadowbrook...

> 

> Bernie Sloan

> 

> -----Original Message-----

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of James Hoyt

> Sent: Saturday, August 26, 2006 10:57 PM

> To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawks in twilight

> 

> Birders,

> 

> Tonight I saw about a half dozen nighthawks while driving past Judge 

> Webber "Dog Park" in Urbana.

> 

> About 10 minutes later I stopped by Meadowbrook Park and saw an 

> undetermined number of Nighthawks. (Over a Dozen)

> 

> Also saw a Monarch Butterfly which appeared to be chasing a Goldfinch.

> 

> He was falling behind.

> 

> Probably just as well...

> 

> The highlight was a Coopers Hawk which flew over me while walking south 

> along McCoulough Creek (Just before the Hickman Wildflower Walk) SE of

> the 

> Scuplture Prairie.

> 

> Looked BIG!

> 

> This Coopers Hawk flew out over my head from the alders in the hazy 

> atmosphere and landed near the stream.

> 

> I saw its banded flat tail clearly!  

> 

> On inspecting the Sibley Eastern Edition I have to wonder about a larger

> 

> Accitper!

> 

> Please respond if you see a Gosshawk in the same area!

> 

> Thanks,

> 

> Jim :)

> 

> 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From rem at uiuc.edu  Tue Aug 29 08:23:00 2006

From: rem at uiuc.edu (Robert E Miller)

Date: Tue Aug 29 08:23:04 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

Message-ID: <20060829082300.AAY68642@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

While riding my bike yesterday afternoon (8/28), I encountered the two male turkeys near the corner of Eliot and Combes in Urbana.  They chased me for just a few yards and then lost interest.  I expect they would be more aggresive in the early spring.  Too bad the Mayor and Urbana City Council don't want the Turkeys in town.  I consider them a welcome addition to the local "critter" roster.

Bob Miller

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Aug 29 09:03:04 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Aug 29 09:02:42 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawk

In-Reply-To: <3ab.7724875.32248104@aol.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90701568609@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Well now, (after complaining about the lack of Nighthawks), we went to

El Toro on N. Cunningham last night...and as the front of the storm

blew in (about 7pm?), about 10 Nighthawks (and a few Swifts) were flying

east in front of it.

Bob  :-)

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

REGEHR5@aol.com

Sent: Monday, August 28, 2006 12:25 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nighthawk

There was a nighthawk flying over downtown Urbana on Saturday 

at about 6:30 PM.  As I was leaving my car I heard it call.  That is 

the first one I've seen in some time. 

                              Elaine Regehr

-------------- next part --------------
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Aug 29 09:29:25 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Aug 29 09:29:13 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] 4 Turkeys

In-Reply-To: <20060828200735.75693.qmail@web57110.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9070156860A@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Hot off the wire report...4 turkeys at Yankee Ridge School at 9:25 this

morning...

Bob  :-) 

-------------- next part --------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Aug 29 10:00:30 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Aug 29 10:00:33 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] 4 Turkeys

Message-ID: <20060829150030.38700.qmail@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Significant sighting!

  I?ve collected over 200 reports of turkey sightings and that is the first report of four turkeys together since April 10.

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

  From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Vaiden, Robert

Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2006 9:29 AM

To: B.G. Sloan; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] 4 Turkeys

  Hot off the wire report

4 turkeys at Yankee Ridge School at 9:25 this morning

  Bob  J 

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From ej2akind at sbcglobal.net  Tue Aug 29 10:27:05 2006

From: ej2akind at sbcglobal.net (Erin Glynn)

Date: Tue Aug 29 10:27:10 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] 4 turkeys

Message-ID: <20060829152705.73852.qmail@web81602.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

 I meant to write in that my sister-in-law said she

saw 4 turkeys about a week and a half ago on the east

side of Yankee Ridge school.

 After this morning's report I checked with my dad who

lives right near Yankee Ridge and he also saw all 4

turkeys this morning. They were at Harding and Cureton

then walked up Cureton and around the corner to Yankee

Ridge school. He said someone in a car slowed down to

look at them, but then started waving their arms

around when the turkeys came closer. He thinks both

the turkeys and the people watching the turkeys are

pretty amusing!

Erin Glynn

From ej2akind at sbcglobal.net  Tue Aug 29 11:03:02 2006

From: ej2akind at sbcglobal.net (Erin Glynn)

Date: Tue Aug 29 11:03:07 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] 2 Turkeys

Message-ID: <20060829160302.10081.qmail@web81611.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

 The 2 male turkeys were walking South on Cureton

towards Mumford at 10:45 a.m. They were jumping on and

off a short fence and jumping over each other while

sitting on the fence. They kind of chased each other

around on the ground also. A car slowed down next to

them, but they were too busy bothering each other to

pay attention to the car.

Erin Glynn

From bpalmore at egix.net  Tue Aug 29 11:26:16 2006

From: bpalmore at egix.net (Bland Palmore)

Date: Tue Aug 29 11:26:17 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkeys

In-Reply-To: <20060829082300.AAY68642@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20060829082300.AAY68642@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <6.1.0.6.1.20060829112303.019ed0d0@mail.egix.net>

Wonderful e-mail!  I hope you send it to the N-G.  We need more positive 

remarks.  I'm curious about the chasing thing they do.  Do you think that 

the Turkeys would stop chasing if the person were walking?  There was an 

e-mail about a man who was walking, Turkeys walking by his side.  He turned 

around the other way and walked some more and they followed him.  Then lost 

interest.  That's so funny.

At 08:23 AM 8/29/2006, Robert E Miller wrote:

>While riding my bike yesterday afternoon (8/28), I encountered the two 

>male turkeys near the corner of Eliot and Combes in Urbana.  They chased 

>me for just a few yards and then lost interest.  I expect they would be 

>more aggresive in the early spring.  Too bad the Mayor and Urbana City 

>Council don't want the Turkeys in town.  I consider them a welcome 

>addition to the local "critter" roster.

>

>Bob Miller

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu  Tue Aug 29 12:08:05 2006

From: sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu (Steve Bailey)

Date: Tue Aug 29 12:08:08 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rantoul birds at night

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20060829113007.023409b0@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

Last night, a large migration of Catharus thrushes were migrating over my 

apt. in Rantoul, which was quite interesting to me because I still haven't 

actually seen one yet this fall!  Many were SWAINSON'S THRUSHES, but at 

least a few were VEERIES.  I think a few were also WOOD THRUSHES, but I 

still need more practise I.D.ing these birds from nighttime call notes as 

the differences between the different species calls is often very subtle. 

It was an exceptional flight, and I which I wouldn't have been so tired as 

I would liked to have made a count and come up with an estimate of how many 

were passing over per minute and per hour.  As I stepped out of my car at 

9:30 PM, I could hear continuous thrush call notes, and continued to hear 

them from open windows inside my apt. for the next twenty minutes.  Being 

somewhat of a night owl, I didn't get to bed until ~ 1:00 AM, and upon 

listening from one of my windows for several minutes before I went to bed, 

I could still hear lots of thrush call notes as they flew over, as they 

were occasionally still flying over at somewhere between 25-50 birds per 

minute!  Many of the calls were quite loud as there appeared to be a very 

low cloud ceiling last night with a gentle but steady breeze, I think out 

of the north (maybe Bryan would care to expound on last nights weather 

conditions??).  I also heard a DICKCISSEL fly over giving its short, 

low-pitched "burrrp" call note.  The neatest thing was at one point a flock 

of at least 4-5, maybe more, GREEN HERONS flew over calling, as they could 

be heard from different parts of the sky, with varying degrees of 

loudness.  Although I have listened to the nighttime sky more than most 

over the years, I think that this was possibly the first time I have had a 

flock of GREEN HERONS fly over, although I think I have heard single birds 

on occasion, especially in spring migration.


For those that might be interested in trying their own hand at listening 

to the nighttime sky this fall, there is help for you in trying to sort 

through some of the calls you are hearing, if you have the ear for this 

kind of thing.  You can type in "flight calls of migratory birds CD" into 

your favorite search engine of your computer and it will give you all the 

info you need to purchase the CD-ROM or download a HTML version.  You must 

pay for both, and the CD is a little pricey at $40, but it does have the 

flight calls of 211 species of migratory landbirds of eastern North 

America.  The authors and chief recordists of this CD-ROM are very 

well-known and respected ornithologists Bill Evans and Michael O'Brien 

(coincidentally also the co-author of the brand new shorebird guide that 

Bryan mentioned the other day).  Interestingly, this CD-ROM guide has a 

neat dedication on the inside of the CD jacket to our own Dr. Richard 

Graber who was an ornithologist here at the INHS in Urbana for many 

years!  His pioneering research on avian night flight calls from the 1950's 

was apparently the inspiration for Evans and O'Briens CD-ROM.  A neat 

picture of Dick and his equipment from 1958 in the field (likely somewhere 

on the South Farms) also appears on the inside jacket of the CD-ROM.

Steve Bailey

Rantoul 

From sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu  Tue Aug 29 13:05:17 2006

From: sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu (Steve Bailey)

Date: Tue Aug 29 13:05:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rantoul Sewage Treatment Plant birding (PLEASE READ)

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20060829120819.0234f098@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

I stopped briefly this morning at the Rantoul Sewage Treatment 

Plant.  There has already been some turnover at the plant, although 

possibly some of the birds had left (temporarily??) because when I arrived, 

two different mowers (riding lawn mower and a larger tractor) were busy 

mowing the grassy berm around the lagoon.  I could only find one 

BUFF-BREASTED SANDPIPER, but it obliged me by flying in and landing only 50 

feet or less from me, then walked towards me, for very good looks!  Though 

I scoped the rest of the lagoon, I could not find any more Buffies or the 

Baird's that Bryan had the other day.  I suppose they possibly could have 

been hidden in the taller vegetation, but it has been my experience that 

this species usually walks around and feeds in very short grass type 

areas.  There were only 7 juvenile SHORT-BILLED DOWITCHERS left and one 

STILT SANDPIPER, 3 SEMIPALMATED PLOVERS, 2+ SEMIPALMATED SANDPIPERS, a few 

LEAST and PECTORAL SANDPIPERS, 1 GREATER and 1 LESSER YELLOWLEGS and one 

SPOTTED SANDPIPER, and the usual large contingent of KILLDEER.  A large 

flock of ROCK PIGEONS and EUROPEAN STARLINGS kept getting up and flying 

around, and a couple times landed in the shallow "water" at the north end 

to drink and bath, and may have been affecting what shorebirds were using 

that area.  I also did not walk up to the north end of the berm to see what 

might be visible there, as a small section of the northeast corner of 

standing "water" can't be seen from that portion of the berm due west of 

the Visitor parking lot.

         IMPORTANT NOTE: For those going up to view the shorebirds in 

Rantoul, PLEASE, PLEASE be respectful of managements wishes.  The plant 

manager came out and had a very pleasant talk with me this morning.  The 

employees here, including the plant manager have always been very friendly 

here and understand that we are only birdwatching so they don't mind us 

birding here at all.  However, he did impart to me a few new ground rules 

that the city lawyer and city council have instructed him to carry out on 

the property.  They wish us to basically stay on the southern 2/3 or so of 

the lagoon berm.  Basically, this means that from the Visitor's parking 

lot, if you walk due west up onto the berm, you are allowed to walk the 

grassy berm north, to where the berm "jogs" back to the west 

briefly.  However, they do not want folks going past where the berm turns 

back to the north.  About where you can see a two-track path going down 

into the lagoon from the top of the berm is as far as you should go.  With 

a scope, you should be able to get very good looks at any shorebird at the 

north end of the lagoon from here anyway.  Most of the birds are at the 

north end.  Actually, you shouldn't have to go that far to identify almost 

anything that might be anywhere in the lagoon.  You can also walk all the 

way around the south end of the lagoon and about 2/3 of the way up the west 

side berm, or about to where the 2nd (?) metal catwalk juts out over the 

lagoon.  Basically they want folks to give a wide berth to the power 

substation on the northwest side of the lagoon, as well as some of the 

other plant areas on the northeast side of the lagoon.  There is no need to 

go up to these areas anyway to get good looks at any shorebirds that may be 

at the north end.  Basically just stay away from the northern 1/3 or so of 

the lagoon and berm around it.

         Apparently, the plant manager saw a birder out there recently that 

was near the north end, so he went out to ask him to please stay in the 

area I just outlined, and instead of just saying "o.k., no problem", that 

person said, "well you know that's not going to make some folks very 

happy"!   HEY FOLKS, this is a privilege!!  DON'T MESS IT UP FOR 

EVERYBODY!!  They don't have to let us out there at all!  Please do 

whatever any employee tells you, and try to do it with a smile, a thank 

you, or a "sure, I understand".  This area is probably one of the more 

dependable areas for a decent number and variety of shorebirds in all of 

Champaign County, and I would hate for all of us to lose our visiting 

privileges just because someone couldn't stay off of the one relatively 

small section of the berm that they want us to steer clear of.  With that 

said, I would encourage those wanting to see a few good shorebirds to make 

the trip up, and show the employees there that birders are mostly a bunch 

of nice, easy going, respectful, and intelligent folks!

         On your way back from the Rantoul Sewage Plant, you might swing 

west off Route 45 at the small sign for the whistle stop known as Leverett 

for the EURASIAN COLLARED-DOVE(S) that hang out next to the tall grain 

elevators on the east side of the railroad tracks.  The road will take you 

south to Linclon Ave.   The dove(s) are usually perched on the utility line 

on the east side of the road there, and I usually see one about 50% of the 

times I drive this way, including this morning.  I have also seen one at 

least 3 or 4 times now in the last few weeks perched on the utility lines 

along Rt. 45, north of I-74 and north of Frasca Field, near Bill Smith Auto 

Parts, or somewhere in that general area where there are several businesses 

on the west side of Rt. 45 and several houses (Augerville??) on the east 

side of Rt. 45.  There are probably several in this area.  Good birding!

Steve Bailey

Rantoul
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Aug 29 13:28:10 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Aug 29 13:28:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Recording night migration calls (Was: Rantoul birds at


night)

Message-ID: <20060829182810.69037.qmail@web57106.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  For those of you who might not be night owls like Steve Bailey... :-)

  Bill Evans' "Old Bird" web site has instructions for setting up a relatively inexpensive ($35?) roof top microphone that can record night migration calls on your computer. He also offers free bioacoustic software to help you sort out what you have recorded:

  http://www.oldbird.org/introduction.htm 

  I probably won't get around to it this Fall, but it looks very interesting...

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

How low will we go? Check out Yahoo! Messenger?s low  PC-to-Phone call rates.
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Tue Aug 29 13:34:06 2006

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Tue Aug 29 13:34:16 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: Rantoul birds at night (No Sightings)

Message-ID: <20060829183406.28171.qmail@web52113.mail.yahoo.com>

Steve and the rest,

The bird migration should be pretty good this week.  I just was looking at the "Eta Streamlines" off my website (http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/birdweather/), and saw that for the next 60 hours there will be winds that possess a northerly component.  In fact, it is interesting to see this pattern in the fall.  We are seeing winds from the NE.  This means that most of the birds that will be showing up will be the eastern specialties, not the western birds.  So unfortunately, you won't need to bust out your Sibley Guide to the Birds of Western US.  Beware though that stranger things have happened, and this doesn't necessarily mean that these birds will stop over in our area.  It may just be a flyby is all you get.

If you do go out at night, try to get an idea of which direction the flights are going and compare them to the streamline maps I  have online.  It will be an interesting comparison to try to figure out at what level most of the birds are flying.

Now to Steve's real question, I think.  Yes, there were NW winds last night after the passage of our cold front, which others noted accurately came through at about 7pm (Common Nighthawks on the leading edge of the front).  This push was the first real push we have had this late summer season.  It brings the real first look at fall.  However, expect this pattern to continue for a while, and when it breaks this weekend, it will lead to more of the same but colder and more from the west instead of the east like we are seeing now and for the next few days. 

The cloud deck always has an effect on bird migration height.  You will likely notice that the birds will be migrating rather low over the next few days as there is a good setup for this weather (clouds and drizzle) to continue until thursday afternoon.   The cloud coverage causes the migration to be around that deck be it horizontally, or vertically.  Generally, clouds are not as thick vertically as they are horizontally, so getting out of the clouds is easiest by moving above or below the clouds rather than going around them horizontally.  

If you have other questions about this stuff, I can present more information, but I will leave it here for the list's sake.

Bryan Guarente

Atmospheric Sciences Research Assistant

Champaign, IL

---------------------------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Aug 29 21:24:02 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Aug 29 21:24:12 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Interesting southeast Urbana neighborhood turkey


interaction/sighting

Message-ID: <20060830022402.56079.qmail@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Birders,

  Came home tonight from a trip to Meadowbrook, Schnuck's, and the Urbana Post Office. As I drove around the corner to turn into my driveway I spotted two male turkeys crossing Colorado Avenue from north to south. I put my car in the garage, unloaded the groceries, and went out the front door.

  The two turkeys were walking west on Colorado (literally on the pavement) in the eastbound lanes. Cars were stopping. People were gawking. Horns were honking. At one point a guy rolled down his car window and yelled something along the lines of "I hope they never catch you".

  Then my 80-year-old next door neighbor went after the turkeys with a handful of the corn, which I think he reserves for squirrels and the occasional turkey. He walked right up to them a couple of houses down and dropped the corn on the lawn between the street and sidewalk. The turkeys didn't look interested. So my neighbor bent over about a foot away from the turkeys and scooped up some of the corn kernels from the grass and put them on the sidewalk. The turkeys still didn't seem interested. My neighbor walked back and we chatted for a bit about the turkeys.

  Then a bicyclist came along on the north sidewalk. The turkeys crossed the street and looked interested. The bicyclist stopped. The turkeys stood and looked at the bicyclist curiously.

  Two guys in their 20s/30s were walking west on the south Colorado sidewalk and seemed concerned about the bicyclist (although it looked to me like the bicyclist was just watching the turkeys). The two guys crossed the street and through a series of whistling and hand-waving chased two the turkeys to the south side of Colorado.

  After the two guys left, the turkeys crossed back to the north side of the street to the bicyclist. Eventually the person on the bike slowly rode west down the sidewalk and the turkeys followed for maybe ten seconds at most before losing interest.

  One interesting point...while the turkeys were on the pavement they seemed more or less oblivious to cars and trucks...with one exception. Early on while I was talking to my next door neighbor the turkeys started trotting east on the sidewalk towards us...looked like they might be coming back for some more of my neighbor's corn. Then they ran out into the street towards an Urbana police squad car coming from the opposite direction, almost like they were attacking it. My neighbor then mentioned he had recently seen the two male turkeys futilely chasing an Urbana fire truck.

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------
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From malessi2 at uiuc.edu  Tue Aug 29 22:25:07 2006

From: malessi2 at uiuc.edu (Mark Alessi)

Date: Tue Aug 29 22:25:40 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spotted sandpipers migrating

Message-ID: <003501c6cbe3$e9d1e6e0$6401a8c0@MARKS>

I heard at least 4 Spotted sandpipers flying low over my apartment complex

tonight at 9:35 p.m.  They were relatively low heading south.  I live just

west of Mattis on Springfield.  

Mark Alessi
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed Aug 30 09:12:15 2006

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed Aug 30 09:12:26 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Common Nighthawks (approximately 100)

Message-ID: <20060830141215.4545.qmail@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Approximately 100 Common Nighthawks (maybe more), 200 feet above the UI Quad, 8:55 AM.

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Wed Aug 30 13:54:52 2006

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Wed Aug 30 13:54:55 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Long Winged mystery bird over South 1st street at U of I

In-Reply-To: <410.4f014880.3223bbab@aol.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.44.0608301347060.11301-100000@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Saw a large bird with long narrow wings flapping along to the SE about a 


quartermile high yesterday afternoon near south 1st street and Gerty Drive.

My impression was that of some kind of Gull but by the time I got my 

Binoculars out it had disappeared...

Jim 

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Monitor Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good  

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the 

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held 

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Wed Aug 30 14:33:50 2006

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Wed Aug 30 14:33:55 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Sunday Bird walks

Message-ID: <20060830143350.ABC82238@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Everyone,

Ready or not fall is here, and the first Busey Bird Walk is this coming Sunday, September 3. Meet at 7:30 at the Nature Center Parking lot. Walks will continue each Sunday through the end of October. The woods is beginning to come alive with fall migrants. Monday I had about a dozen Redstarts, 3 Black & White Warblers, a Tennessee, an Ovenbird and a Swainson's Thrush.

1st Audubon meeting is Thursday, September 7, at the Izaak Walton cabin at Lake of the Woods. I will be a potluck supper at 6:30 pm, followed by member photos. If you need directions, let me know.

Beth

From leslienoa at gmail.com  Thu Aug 31 07:38:01 2006

From: leslienoa at gmail.com (Leslie Noa)

Date: Thu Aug 31 07:38:06 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rantoul Sewage Treatment plant and Shorebird ID

Message-ID: <a4f8d1430608310538t1cee8e6boe088a7206bebc6ce@mail.gmail.com>

Tim Rye and I went up to the Rantoul sewage treatment plant yesterday

evening.  We both attended the IOS shorebird field trip last weekend and I'm

feeling much more confident in my ability to id shorebirds (particularly

those problem peeps).

We got good looks at Lesser Yellowlegs and a very good look at a Greater

Yellowlegs (standing next to a lesser).  There were at least 4 Dowitchers

present, as far as I could tell they were Short-billed Dowitchers.  I could

see a more color/ more patterning in the tertials of the birds I could see

well.  However I did not look for the hump of a Long-billed Dowitcher as it

was feeding so we may have missed one.  Also present were Pectoral

Sandpipers, Least Sandpipers, at least a couple of Semipalmated Sandpipers,

Semipalmated Plover, and Stilt Sandpiper (at least one).  We got a really

great close up looks at a Juvenile Spotted Sandpiper as well as juvenile

Least Sandpipers, and a Semipalmated Plover.  And there were many Killdeer

present.  I scanned the grassy edge for Buff-breasted Sandpipers but did not

see any.

We also saw another (unidentified) shorebird while we were there.  I'm not

sure I have enough information to make a positive id but here goes.  As I

was scanning with the scope I came across a sandpiper shaped bird that was

very actively foraging.  In fact its behavior is what initially caught my

eye.  It was extremely active, constantly moving, and quick (compared to the

Least Sandpipers, Lesser and Greater Yellowlegs near by).  Tim saw it stop

once in the 10 minutes we observed the bird.  As for size the bird was

smaller than the Lesser Yellowlegs and larger than the Least Sandpipers

(definitely larger than peeps in general) that were foraging in the same

scope view.  It was about the size of a Pectoral Sandpiper maybe slightly

smaller, however none were in the same view. The bird had grey upper parts,

a white belly, and a slightly grey neck.  It's crown appeared slightly

darker than the rest of the body particularly when seen facing us with it's

head down. There was no obvious white eye stripe but the color in that area

was lighter than the crown. It's bill was longish (not long like a

dowitcher  but longer than a semipalamated or a least would be) and pointed

with no apparent down curve.  The primary wing tips were black but did not

appear to extend beyond the tail.  However I should say that neither Tim or

I could say for sure if they did as the black color made the wings look very

slightly long.  As for leg color, I'm not comfortable saying as it was

getting dark from the approaching rain.  However I did not see any obvious

color like you could see in the yellowlegs. Unfortunately it looked like it

was about to downpour on us so we went back to the car to make some notes.

We tried finding the bird after the rain passed but could not find it

again.

I'd appreciate any thoughts that anyone might have.  I have some ideas, some

possible and some not at all possible.

Here's a list of what we saw:

Killdeer

Mourning Doves

Semipalmated Plover

Greater Yellowlegs

Lesser Yellowlegs

Short-billed Dowitcher

Least Sandpiper

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Pectoral Sandpiper

Spotted Sandpiper

Leslie Noa

Champaign, IL
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Thu Aug 31 08:48:10 2006

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Thu Aug 31 08:48:14 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] B&W warbler, Kestrel

Message-ID: <30ec30250608310648k79c0e426u9aa58d1c7512e7b3@mail.gmail.com>

7:35 a.m. Thu., 31 Aug. 2006

BLACK-AND-WHITE WARBLER, male

In our back yard.  It caught my eye on the trunk of our big ash; I thought

we might have a brown creeper till I got my binoculars trained on it.  (I

was looking through the screen on the window, so that initial naked-eye view

was a bit fuzzy.)  It then flew closer, to the foliage on branches near the

window (maybe 20' away), so I was lucky in getting a good view.

Yesterday:

6:30 p.m. Wed., 30 Aug. 2006

AMERICAN KESTREL, male

On light standards behind 1st-base line, baseball field off E. Washington

Ave., Urbana, east of Brookens Center.  ID'ed sex by dark tip of long tail.

Also visible were face stripes, red-brown rump.  It had prey in left talons

-- looked like a mouse.  I got some good views of plumage, because the bird

would occasionally spread out its wings and tail, trying to maintain balance

as it intermittently rocked back and forth on its perch.  That makes me

wonder if its a juvenile; at this time of year I see a lot of that

unsteadiness on perches among all sorts of birds in our back yard, which

I've guessed is a characteristic of young birds, newly out of the nest, who

as yet have not fully developed the co?rdination in basic activities that

simply comes with practice.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Thu Aug 31 08:59:33 2006

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Thu Aug 31 08:59:11 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] E. Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <20060830143350.ABC82238@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90701568611@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Spent just a few minutes in the backyard late afternoon...

-Magnolia Warblers all over (or one very busy bird?) Some other

unidentified "fall" warblers.

-Hummers darting here and there (visited the front yard butterfly bush

6-7 times in an hour between 6 and 7 pm.

-Swainson Thrush (the eye-ring one:)...

-And a yard "2nd"...it's been years since I saw a Great Crested

Flycatcher (I even remember where...it was right by the shed!).  I had a

good view of one yesterday at the back of the yard!

And then the usual Goldfinches, House Wrens, House Finches, Mourning

Doves, and the Cardinal family...

From spendelo at uiuc.edu  Thu Aug 31 09:28:41 2006

From: spendelo at uiuc.edu (Jacob Spendelow)

Date: Thu Aug 31 10:28:33 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rantoul Sewage Treatment plant and Shorebird ID

In-Reply-To: <a4f8d1430608310538t1cee8e6boe088a7206bebc6ce@mail.gmail.co

 m>

References: <a4f8d1430608310538t1cee8e6boe088a7206bebc6ce@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <6.0.0.22.2.20060831092639.01d6a6d0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

How about Stilt Sandpiper?

Jacob Spendelow

Los Alamos, NM

>We also saw another (unidentified) shorebird while we were there.  I'm not 

>sure I have enough information to make a positive id but here goes.  As I 

>was scanning with the scope I came across a sandpiper shaped bird that was 

>very actively foraging.  In fact its behavior is what initially caught my 

>eye.  It was extremely active, constantly moving, and quick (compared to 

>the Least Sandpipers, Lesser and Greater Yellowlegs near by).  Tim saw it 

>stop once in the 10 minutes we observed the bird.  As for size the bird 

>was smaller than the Lesser Yellowlegs and larger than the Least 

>Sandpipers (definitely larger than peeps in general) that were foraging in 

>the same scope view.  It was about the size of a Pectoral Sandpiper maybe 

>slightly smaller, however none were in the same view. The bird had grey 

>upper parts, a white belly, and a slightly grey neck.  It's crown appeared 

>slightly darker than the rest of the body particularly when seen facing us 

>with it's head down. There was no obvious white eye stripe but the color 

>in that area was lighter than the crown. It's bill was longish (not long 

>like a dowitcher  but longer than a semipalamated or a least would be) and 

>pointed with no apparent down curve.  The primary wing tips were black but 

>did not appear to extend beyond the tail.  However I should say that 

>neither Tim or I could say for sure if they did as the black color made 

>the wings look very slightly long.  As for leg color, I'm not comfortable 

>saying as it was getting dark from the approaching rain.  However I did 

>not see any obvious color like you could see in the yellowlegs. 

>Unfortunately it looked like it was about to downpour on us so we went 

>back to the car to make some notes.  We tried finding the bird after the 

>rain passed but could not find it again.

>

>I'd appreciate any thoughts that anyone might have.  I have some ideas, 

>some possible and some not at all possible.

>

>Here's a list of what we saw:

>

>Killdeer

>Mourning Doves

>Semipalmated Plover

>Greater Yellowlegs

>Lesser Yellowlegs

>Short-billed Dowitcher

>Least Sandpiper

>Semipalmated Sandpiper

>Pectoral Sandpiper

>Spotted Sandpiper

>

>Leslie Noa

>Champaign, IL

>

>

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu  Wed Aug 30 17:59:03 2006

From: sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu (Steve Bailey)

Date: Fri Sep  1 05:15:19 2006

Subject: [Birdnotes] Another large nocturnal migration

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20060830164243.02f71c68@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

As I left work in Urbana last night, the unmistakable calls of migrating 

Catharus (Swainson's, Veery, Gray-cheeked, Hermit) thrushes filled the 

night sky over the parking lot.  When I arrived at my apt. in Rantoul, the 

first thing I heard after exiting my car there were more thrushes, although 

just standing for a minute or two next to my car found me hearing several 

other species.  I walked across the street to a large soccer field where it 

was a little quieter and could hear birds calling continuously as the flew 

south under another very low ceiling of clouds, with a light northerly 

breeze.  I decided to actually bring a chair, flashlight and a notebook 

over after eating a little dinner, and see what kind of numbers and species 

I would come up with.  I estimate that I could hear at least 100-150 meters 

to my east or west, possibly a little further.  I tried not to double 

count, and did not count anything that I heard to my south (as I sat facing 

north).  My totals below are quite impressive!  These totals are from 

between 9:15 PM to 1:20 AM, with a couple of breaks of about a half hour 

and 1 1/2 hour.  During those times, I could still hear similar numbers of 

birds going over the apt, from both inside and just outside my apt.

Catharus sp.


1,418
(~90% SWAINSON'S THRUSH & maybe +/-10 % VEERY)

VEERY


4

WOOD THRUSH

5+  (not sure on this one but a few calls sounded a fair bit 

different than above calls)

BOBOLINK


81

DICKCISSEL


63

WARBLER SP.

21

GREEN HERON

19

UPLAND SANDPIPER

4

SOLITARY SANDPIPER
1

The THRUSHES were coming over continuously without a break, although there 

were "pulses" of a fair bit to considerably more birds than at other 

times.  When I quit at 1:20 AM they were increasing in number.  BOBOLINKS 

would come over somewhat more sporadically, often as singles, but at other 

times in small groups and flocks, including 8-10 in one flock when I first 

got out of my car in Rantoul.  DICKCISSELS would come over mainly as 

singles (or sometimes 2-4 birds fairly close together), sometimes about 

ever minute or so, but other times only a couple every ten minutes or 

so.  The GREEN HERONS also came over fairly regularly, although only 1-4 

every ten minutes or so, usually as singles, although a few times there 

seemed to be a loose "flock" of 2 or 3 birds moving by my 

point.  Considering that there seem to be a lot more warblers being seen by 

folks in the daytime than thrushes, there must be a lot of them not calling 

as they were going over.  Most of the relatively few that I had were of 

singles or very small groups, often widely spaced in time.  The UPLAND 

SANDPIPERS were somewhat of a surprise, and all were giving the rich, 

fluttering calls that are often given in threes when they are taking off 

from the ground.

Below is how the birds broke out over time, in my timed counts, which I 

broke into 5 or 10 minute periods just to see how steadily the birds were 

coming and to note "pulses" of particular species.  It is kind of 

interesting to see the migration as the night advances.

Fixed point counts

THRUSHES (Swainson's[mainly] & Veery)

10:15-10:30 PM - 70

10:30-10:35 PM - 60

10:35-10:45 PM - 84

10:45-10:55 PM - 39

12:30-12:35 PM - 82

12:35-12:40 PM - 58

12:40-12:50 PM - 126

12:50-1:00 PM - 124

1:00-1:05 AM - 136

1:05-1:10 AM - 122

1:10-1:20 AM - 263

Other species:

10:15-10:25 PM

Dickcissel - 4

Bobolink - 3

Green Heron - 4

10:25-10:35 PM

Dickcissel - 3

Green Heron - 3

Warbler sp. - 6

Solitary Sandpiper - 1

10:35-10:40 PM

Dickcissel - 3

Bobolink - 23

Warbler sp. - 2

10:40-10:45 PM

Dickcissel - 17

Bobolink - 3

10:45-10:55 PM

Dickcissel - 11

Bobolink - 12

Green Heron - 2

Upland Sandpiper - 1

Warbler sp. - 1

12:30 - 12:40 AM

Dickcissel - 3

Green Heron - 1

Warbler sp. - 3

Upland Sandpiper - 1

12:40-12:50 AM

Bobolink - 3

Green Heron - 4

Gray-cheeked Thrush - 1

12:50-1:00 AM

Dickcissel - 1

Bobolink - 1

Green Heron - 3

Warbler sp. - 1

1:00-1:05 AM

Dickcissel - 6

1:05-1:10 AM

Warbler sp. - 1

1:10-1:20 AM

Dickcissel - 2

Bobolink - 1

Warbler sp. - 4

Initial walk over from apt. to park and back ~9:15-9:32 PM

Thrush sp. - ~255  (more birds per minute because I covered more ground)

Dickcissel - 13

Bobolink - 35

Green Heron - 2

Warbler sp. - 3

Upland Sandpiper - 2

Gray-cheeked Thrush - 3

Steve Bailey

Rantoul

