From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Tue Jan  1 20:06:06 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Tue Jan  1 20:05:24 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] New Year First Birds

Message-ID: <007701c84ce4$0958ad00$8658b0d8@DELL>

Our first bird of the Year 2008 was not one but FIVE splendid bluebirds busy in the midst of the cold and blowing snow, eating Wahoo Berries from the tree behind our feeders.  What a sight they were.  I have had one or two but never FIVE at once.  Just seemed like a good omen to begin this new year.  The feeders of course were loaded with all the other little hungry critters.  

We have decided to do a Big Year in Illinois and with much excitement we started our 2008 list.  We ended up going down to Alton to look at the Bald Eagles which are in abundance there.  We ended up with 51 species to start off with.  

We wish you all a happy and blessed new year. 

Have a Birder Good Day

Ted and Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080101/378ae187/attachment.htm

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan  2 11:28:43 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Wed Jan  2 11:49:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign county CBC results

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080102112744.0228aec0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

                 BIRDS SEEN ON CHAMPAIGN COUNTY CHRISTMAS COUNT DEC. 15, 2007

         Cackling goose  6

         Canada goose            2205

         Black duck              1

         Mallard                 408

         Common Merganser*       4

         Ring-necked pheasant 67

         Wild turkey             1

         Great blue heron        4

         N. Harrier              5

         Sharp-shinned haawk 3

         Cooper's hawk   8

         Red-tailed hawk 18

         Rough-legged hawk       1

         Kestrel                 7

           hawk, sp.             1

         Wilson's snipe          1

         Ring-billed gull                2

         Rock pigeon             319

         Mourning dove           822

         E. screec-owl           1

         Great horned owl        2

         Long-eared owl  1

         Saw-whet owl            1

         Red-bellied woodpecker 45

         Downy woodpecker        50

         Flicker                 13

         Pileated woodpecker     3

         Blue jay                67

         Crow                    1857

         Horned lark             9

         Carolina chickadee      21

         Black capped chickadee 16

            black-cap x Carolina chickadee 1

         Tufted titmouse 6

         Red-breasted nuthatch 17

         White-breasted nuthatch 20

         Brown creeper   2

         Carolina wren           34

         G-cr kinglet            1

         E. bluebird             8

         Hermit thrush           2

         Robin                   36

         Starling                2272

         Am. pipit               18

         Cedar waxwing   93

         Yellow-rumped warbler 5

         E. towhee               2

         Amer. tree sparrow      213

         Savannah sparrow        2

         Fox sparrow             18

         Song sparrow            97

         Swamp sparrow   6

         White-throat. sparrow   114

         White-crown sparrow 78

         Junco                   533

         Lapland longspur        447

         Snow bunting            4

         Cardinal                396

         Red-wing. blackbird     1

         Rusty blackbird 1

         Grackle         2

         Cowbird         16

         Purple finch            7

         House finch             180

         Pine siskin             6

         Goldfinch               155

         House sparrow   522

         Count week but not count day:  Chipping sparrow, ring-necked duck

         *Mergansers--this group of 4 female-or-juvenile mergansers was 

present on Homer Lake for a long time before the count, seen by many 

observers.  There is some question of whether they were common or 

red-breasted, but the majority opinion is for common.  Unfortunately, 

nobody seems to have gotten a photo.
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan  2 11:36:51 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Wed Jan  2 12:00:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Eagle count

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080102112949.01eb7800@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Almost forgot about this:  Our annual eagle count on the Illinois river 

will be THIS SATURDAY, Jan. 5.  This is a week earlier than optimal, but I 

will be in Atlanta the following weekend.  We will meet at the Anita Purves 

Nature Center at the relatively civilized hour of 8 a.m. and head over to 

the river.  We hope that the weather will be co-operative this year--we've 

been flooded out of some places the last 2 years.  In the event of 

white-out conditions such as occurred yesterday, we'll try again on 

Wednesday Jan. 9., but the prediction at the moment is for warmer 

weather.  Probably  should bring lunch or at least something hot to drink, 

although we usually stop for lunch midway on the route.



--Helen Parker

From smithsje at egix.net  Wed Jan  2 17:46:15 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed Jan  2 17:47:06 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake CBC

Message-ID: <200801022345.m02NjwlL013388@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This isn't birds, but we both got to see an all white doe at Clinton Lake on 1-1-08.

Highlight of the count for birds were 702 Lapland Longspurs that we found along the nearly white-out gravel roads.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-01-02

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Thu Jan  3 17:15:46 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Thu Jan  3 17:15:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <114095.72617.qm@web82615.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Another drive today - highlights of the lake and surrounding area:

  G.B. Heron

  Snow Geese - 2 at Homer Lake

  Northern Harrier

  Red-tailed Hawk

  Am. Kestrel

  *Merlin

  Tree Sparrow
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Jan  3 18:15:12 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Jan  3 18:15:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Jim Smith letter to the editor in Audubon magazine

Message-ID: <106719.65468.qm@web57112.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Just noticed that birdnoters Jim and Eleanor Smith have a letter to the editor in the new issue of Audubon magazine. The letter is on page 13.

  The letter is also online at:

  http://audubonmagazine.org/letter/letter0801.html

  The letter is under the heading "PAYING FOR HAYING".

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Thu Jan  3 21:08:19 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Thu Jan  3 21:08:22 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Out-of-area sighting -- Turkeys

Message-ID: <30ec30250801031908o33cc904bm53c4ba725d51c16e@mail.gmail.com>

3:30 pm Thu., 3 Jan. 2008 -- clear, very cold afternoon

Eleven WILD TURKEYS walking up a driveway to the road in Bethany,

Connecticut, near my in-laws' home.  A real treat for the kids to see.

 A school bus making a stop spooked them, and we got to watch as they

bestirred themselves into flight.

Bethany is about 10 miles northwest of New Haven.  It's an old

community of farms, many (perhaps the majority) now abandoned to

second-growth woods, and the low-density developments of a generally

well-off bedroom community.  I've seen turkeys around here before, for

at least a dozen years.  This group of them was coming out of a fairly

extensive wooded area.  You can get a view of it by going to mapquest,

under "Maps" entering for Address or Intersection "Miller Rd &

Coachman Ln," for City and State "Bethany," "CT," and clicking on

"Search."  When the map comes up click on "Aerial Image" in the upper

right corner.  You can probably zoom in the satellite image another

step or two.  We saw the birds on the east side of Miller Road, at

what's probably the house furthest north from the Miller-Coachman

intersection.  As you can see, they have a lot of woods to roam in, at

least for now.

Up in that area I heard, then saw, a red-bellied woodpecker when I was

out for a run a few days ago.  Out back of Patricia's parents' place,

I saw a nice-looking hairy woodpecker (male) working about 50 feet up

in the trees, back on December 22, the day we got here.  Around their

backyard feeders are some familiar faces -- cardinals, juncos -- and

some that we just don't see around our feeders in Urbana, such as

(swarms of) black-capped chickadees and tufted titmice, and an

occasional white-breasted nuthatch.

After we put up the feeders, when my nieces went out to play they

predictably (for a three- and four-year old), reached up to push the

hanging feeders.  I told them that we mustn't do that, but that they

certainly could watch the birds come to feed.  So little four-year old

Sophie looked up with a big grin.  Within a couple seconds two

chickadees had zipped in to the feeder with sunflower seeds, about two

feet from her face,  She didn't expect that.  With great alarm she

cried "AAHH!!!," and jumped back even quicker than the fleeing

chickadees.  After her initial fright, she called over with that

fundamental birder question:  "Will they bite me?"  I assured her the

risk is low.  We think there's a good chance that we might still

convert her to the charms of birding, so will refrain for now from

disclosing to her the pastime's darker corners, in which biting birds

are no idle threat.  (See, e.g.,

<https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/2006-May/001966.html>.)

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Thu Jan  3 22:26:37 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Thu Jan  3 22:27:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Eagle count

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080103222406.022ab768@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Reminder--eagle count this Saturday, Jan.5.  Meet at the nature center 

parking lot 8 a.m.   Current weather prediction is for warmer weather than 

we've just been through but it will be windy, so prepare for that.




--Helen Parker

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Fri Jan  4 12:06:57 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Fri Jan  4 12:14:16 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <552963.17530.qm@web82613.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Snow Geese still there, plus the Pileated is still pretty active east of the dam along the river.
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From smithsje at egix.net  Fri Jan  4 14:58:52 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Fri Jan  4 14:58:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] snow gees

Message-ID: <200801042058.m04KwcaW028079@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

The two snow geese were with about 1000 Canadas at Homer Lake this noon.  

There was a small area of ice free water toward the south end and that's where all the waterfowl were.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-01-04

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Sat Jan  5 09:29:56 2008

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Sat Jan  5 09:30:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake CBC partial results

Message-ID: <959678.46425.qm@web56803.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

This is only our teams results for the Clinton Lake CBC.

Greg Lambeth, Dave Lambeth, Rob Kanter, and I all went out in the low wind chill temperatures to bolster our new year birding on the first at Clinton Lake.  We were allowed access to places where public access is denied, so we ended up covering some interesting territory.  Highlights of our count included: 1 Pileated Woodpecker, 1 Orange-crowned Warbler, both Kinglets, a large flock of Wild Turkeys, 3 Barred Owls, and 1 Northern Saw-whet Owl.  There was a lack of all waterbirds for us until our last stop.  The big misses for us were Carolina Wren, no loons and no grebes anywhere that we could find.  The lake just seemed devoid of waterbirds.  The week prior to the count, Greg Lambeth found no loons or grebes on the lake, and that trend continued through the new year's day count.  

The complete list follows:

var YAHOO = {'Shortcuts' : {}};

YAHOO.Shortcuts.hasSensitiveText = true;

YAHOO.Shortcuts.sensitivityType = ["adult"];

YAHOO.Shortcuts.doUlt = false;

YAHOO.Shortcuts.location = "us";

YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_id = 0;

YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_type = "";

YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_title = "eBird Report - Clinton lake , 1/1/05";

YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_publish_date = "";

YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_author = "do-not-reply@ebird.org";

YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_url = "";

YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_tags = "";

YAHOO.Shortcuts.annotationSet = {

"lw_1199546485_0": {

"text": "http://ebird.org",

"extended": 0,

"startchar": 3614,

"endchar": 3629,

"start": 3614,

"end": 3629,

"extendedFrom": "",

"predictedCategory": "",

"predictionProbability": "0",

"weight": 1,

"type": ["shortcuts:/us/instance/identifier/hyperlink/http"],

"category": ["IDENTIFIER"],

"context": "",

"metaData": {

"linkHref": "http://ebird.org",

"linkProtocol": "http",

"linkTarget": "_blank"

}

 }

};

Location:     Clinton lake

Observation date:     1/1/05

Number of species:     60

Greater White-fronted Goose - Anser albifrons     40

Cackling Goose - Branta hutchinsii     5

Canada Goose - Branta canadensis     450

Gadwall - Anas strepera     45

American Wigeon - Anas americana     16

American Black Duck - Anas rubripes     38

Mallard - Anas platyrhynchos     1000

Northern Pintail - Anas acuta     2

Lesser Scaup - Aythya affinis     1

Common Goldeneye - Bucephala clangula     20

Hooded Merganser - Lophodytes cucullatus     2

Common Merganser - Mergus merganser     10

Ring-necked Pheasant - Phasianus colchicus     2

Wild Turkey - Meleagris gallopavo     56

Great Blue Heron - Ardea herodias     9

Bald Eagle - Haliaeetus leucocephalus     1

Northern Harrier - Circus cyaneus     3

Cooper's Hawk - Accipiter cooperii     4

Red-tailed Hawk - Buteo jamaicensis     5

American Kestrel - Falco sparverius     1

American Coot - Fulica americana     37

Bonaparte's Gull - Larus philadelphia     35

Ring-billed Gull - Larus delawarensis     170

Mourning Dove - Zenaida macroura     18

Barred Owl - Strix varia     3

Northern Saw-whet Owl - Aegolius acadicus     1

Red-bellied Woodpecker - Melanerpes carolinus     9

Downy Woodpecker - Picoides pubescens     9

Hairy Woodpecker - Picoides villosus     4

Northern Flicker - Colaptes auratus     2

Pileated Woodpecker - Dryocopus pileatus     1

Blue Jay - Cyanocitta cristata     19

American Crow - Corvus brachyrhynchos     20

Horned Lark - Eremophila alpestris     65

Carolina Chickadee - Poecile carolinensis     24

Tufted Titmouse - Baeolophus bicolor     1

Red-breasted Nuthatch - Sitta canadensis     2

White-breasted Nuthatch - Sitta carolinensis     6

Brown Creeper - Certhia americana     7

Golden-crowned Kinglet - Regulus satrapa     6

Ruby-crowned Kinglet - Regulus calendula     2

European Starling - Sturnus vulgaris     137

Cedar Waxwing - Bombycilla cedrorum     185

Orange-crowned Warbler - Vermivora celata     1

American Tree Sparrow - Spizella arborea     240

Song Sparrow - Melospiza melodia     2

Swamp Sparrow - Melospiza georgiana     2

White-throated Sparrow - Zonotrichia albicollis     18

Dark-eyed Junco - Junco hyemalis     138

Lapland Longspur - Calcarius lapponicus     26

Northern Cardinal - Cardinalis cardinalis     66

Red-winged Blackbird - Agelaius phoeniceus     1

Eastern Meadowlark - Sturnella magna     1

Common Grackle - Quiscalus quiscula     2

Brown-headed Cowbird - Molothrus ater     1

Purple Finch - Carpodacus purpureus     1

House Finch - Carpodacus mexicanus     3

Pine Siskin - Carduelis pinus     66

American Goldfinch - Carduelis tristis     12

House Sparrow - Passer domesticus     4

This report was generated automatically by eBird v2(http://ebird.org)

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign, IL

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  

Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.  http://tools.search.yahoo.com/newsearch/category.php?category=shopping
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From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Sun Jan  6 15:15:18 2008

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Sun Jan  6 15:15:21 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake CBC results

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080106151501.03cedbd8@mail.kspei.com>

Hello all, 71 species total, only the first three years had lower species 

count, 1987, 1988, and 1989.  The weather was brutal, cold, snowing, and 

blizzardy which depressed many of our numbers.  Low record for individual 

birds counted, 8299. One new species for the count, Orange-crowned 

Warbler.  High counts set for Cooper's Hawk and Cedar Waxwing.  Tie for 

High Counts reached by Northern Saw-whet Owl and Pileated Woodpecker (Only 

second time PIWO detected on this count).  Wild Turkey and Lapland Longspur 

both reached second highest numbers ever recorded on this count.

Sadly no Bobwhites recorded and only one Carolina Wren (which was in an old 

shack).  An albino deer born this summer at Mascoutin SP was seen during 

the count.

Total list of species follows below

Greater White Fronted Goose-150

Cackling Goose-45, (the Cacklers we viewed were in a small flock 

associating with the WF geese)

Canada Goose-1305

Gadwall-105

American Black Duck-41

Mallard-1022

Northern Pintail-2

Green-winged Teal-6

Ring-necked Duck-12

Lesser Scaup-1

Common Goldeneye-212

Hooded Merganser-3

Common Merganser-12

Red-breasted Merganser-1

Ruddy Duck-10

Ring-necked Pheasant-4

Wild Turkey-56

Great Blue Heron-9

Bald Eagle-1

Northern Harrier-3

Cooper's Hawk-5

Red-tailed Hawk-12

American Kestrel-5

American Coot-43

Bonaparte's Gull-35

Ring-billed Gull-478

Rock Pigeon-31

Eurasian Collared Dove-2

Mourning Dove-99

Barred Owl-4

Northern Saw-whet Owl-1

Belted Kingfisher-1

Red-bellied Woodpecker-23

Downy Woodpecker-19

Hairy Woodpecker-4

Northern Flicker-5

Pileated Woodpecker-1

Blue Jay-58

American Crow-35

Horned Lark-458

Black-capped Chickadee-53

Tufted Titmouse-3

Red-breasted Nuthatch-3

White-breasted Nuthatch-11

Brown Creeper-7

Carolina Wren-1

Golden-crowned Kinglet-6

Ruby-crowned Kinglet-2

Eastern Bluebird-1

Orange-crowned Warbler-1

European Starling-887

Cedar Waxwing-185

American Tree Sparrow-440

Fox Sparrow-1

Song Sparrow-4

Swamp Sparrow-2

White-throated Sparrow-22

White-crowned Sparrow-1

Dark-eyed Junco-569

Lapland Longspur-823

Northern Cardinal-209

Red-winged Blackbird-51

Eastern Meadowlark-1

Rusty Blackbird-1

Common Grackle-2

Brown-headed Cowbird-95

Purple Finch-1

House Finch-45

Pine Siskin-166

American Goldfinch-169

House Sparrow-219 

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sun Jan  6 17:15:28 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sun Jan  6 17:14:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] no snow geese

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080106171219.01d91720@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I took a brief trip to Homer lake this afternoon but could not find any 

snow geese in with the many, many Canadas.  Does not mean they weren't 

there, just that I could not find them.




--Helen Parker

From jeanhadfield at insightbb.com  Sun Jan  6 18:07:33 2008

From: jeanhadfield at insightbb.com (Jean Hadfield)

Date: Sun Jan  6 18:10:30 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 48, Issue 4

In-Reply-To: <65uu4p$pfg3tv@mxip09.insightbb.com>

References: <65uu4p$pfg3tv@mxip09.insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <003501c850c1$4d232c00$6401a8c0@jean1db2978b59>

My blood pressure has settled down with very little extra lisinopril.

Thanks again, Jean  

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

Sent: Saturday, January 05, 2008 12:01 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 48, Issue 4

Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to


birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to


birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

You can reach the person managing the list at


birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific than

"Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

Today's Topics:

   1. Homer Lake (Brock Price)

   2. snow gees (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

   3. Clinton Lake CBC partial results (Bryan Guarente)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Message: 1

Date: Fri, 4 Jan 2008 10:06:57 -0800 (PST)

From: Brock Price <brockprice@sbcglobal.net>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <552963.17530.qm@web82613.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Snow Geese still there, plus the Pileated is still pretty active east of the

dam along the river.
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Message: 2

Date: Fri, 4 Jan 2008 14:58:52 -0600

From: "Jim & Eleanor Smith" <smithsje@egix.net>

Subject: [Birdnotes] snow gees

To: Bird Notes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <200801042058.m04KwcaW028079@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Content-Type: text/plain;      charset="us-ascii"

Hello, Bird,

The two snow geese were with about 1000 Canadas at Homer Lake this noon.  

There was a small area of ice free water toward the south end and that's

where all the waterfowl were.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-01-04

------------------------------

Message: 3

Date: Sat, 5 Jan 2008 07:29:56 -0800 (PST)

From: Bryan Guarente <dafekt1ve@yahoo.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake CBC partial results

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>,
Central Illinois


Birding <CILB@googlegroups.com>

Message-ID: <959678.46425.qm@web56803.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

This is only our teams results for the Clinton Lake CBC.

Greg Lambeth, Dave Lambeth, Rob Kanter, and I all went out in the low wind

chill temperatures to bolster our new year birding on the first at Clinton

Lake.  We were allowed access to places where public access is denied, so we

ended up covering some interesting territory.  Highlights of our count

included: 1 Pileated Woodpecker, 1 Orange-crowned Warbler, both Kinglets, a

large flock of Wild Turkeys, 3 Barred Owls, and 1 Northern Saw-whet Owl.

There was a lack of all waterbirds for us until our last stop.  The big

misses for us were Carolina Wren, no loons and no grebes anywhere that we

could find.  The lake just seemed devoid of waterbirds.  The week prior to

the count, Greg Lambeth found no loons or grebes on the lake, and that trend

continued through the new year's day count.  

The complete list follows:

var YAHOO = {'Shortcuts' : {}};

YAHOO.Shortcuts.hasSensitiveText = true; YAHOO.Shortcuts.sensitivityType =

["adult"]; YAHOO.Shortcuts.doUlt = false; YAHOO.Shortcuts.location = "us";

YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_id = 0; YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_type = "";

YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_title = "eBird Report - Clinton lake , 1/1/05";

YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_publish_date = ""; YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_author

= "do-not-reply@ebird.org"; YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_url = "";

YAHOO.Shortcuts.document_tags = ""; YAHOO.Shortcuts.annotationSet = {

"lw_1199546485_0": {

"text": "http://ebird.org",

"extended": 0,

"startchar": 3614,

"endchar": 3629,

"start": 3614,

"end": 3629,

"extendedFrom": "",

"predictedCategory": "",

"predictionProbability": "0",

"weight": 1,

"type": ["shortcuts:/us/instance/identifier/hyperlink/http"],

"category": ["IDENTIFIER"],

"context": "",

"metaData": {

"linkHref": "http://ebird.org",

"linkProtocol": "http",

"linkTarget": "_blank"

}

 }

};

Location:     Clinton lake

Observation date:     1/1/05

Number of species:     60

Greater White-fronted Goose - Anser albifrons     40

Cackling Goose - Branta hutchinsii     5

Canada Goose - Branta canadensis     450

Gadwall - Anas strepera     45

American Wigeon - Anas americana     16

American Black Duck - Anas rubripes     38

Mallard - Anas platyrhynchos     1000

Northern Pintail - Anas acuta     2

Lesser Scaup - Aythya affinis     1

Common Goldeneye - Bucephala clangula     20

Hooded Merganser - Lophodytes cucullatus     2

Common Merganser - Mergus merganser     10

Ring-necked Pheasant - Phasianus colchicus     2

Wild Turkey - Meleagris gallopavo     56

Great Blue Heron - Ardea herodias     9

Bald Eagle - Haliaeetus leucocephalus     1

Northern Harrier - Circus cyaneus     3

Cooper's Hawk - Accipiter cooperii     4

Red-tailed Hawk - Buteo jamaicensis     5

American Kestrel - Falco sparverius     1

American Coot - Fulica americana     37

Bonaparte's Gull - Larus philadelphia     35

Ring-billed Gull - Larus delawarensis     170

Mourning Dove - Zenaida macroura     18

Barred Owl - Strix varia     3

Northern Saw-whet Owl - Aegolius acadicus     1

Red-bellied Woodpecker - Melanerpes carolinus     9

Downy Woodpecker - Picoides pubescens     9

Hairy Woodpecker - Picoides villosus     4

Northern Flicker - Colaptes auratus     2

Pileated Woodpecker - Dryocopus pileatus     1

Blue Jay - Cyanocitta cristata     19

American Crow - Corvus brachyrhynchos     20

Horned Lark - Eremophila alpestris     65

Carolina Chickadee - Poecile carolinensis     24

Tufted Titmouse - Baeolophus bicolor     1

Red-breasted Nuthatch - Sitta canadensis     2

White-breasted Nuthatch - Sitta carolinensis     6

Brown Creeper - Certhia americana     7

Golden-crowned Kinglet - Regulus satrapa     6

Ruby-crowned Kinglet - Regulus calendula     2

European Starling - Sturnus vulgaris     137

Cedar Waxwing - Bombycilla cedrorum     185

Orange-crowned Warbler - Vermivora celata     1

American Tree Sparrow - Spizella arborea     240

Song Sparrow - Melospiza melodia     2

Swamp Sparrow - Melospiza georgiana     2

White-throated Sparrow - Zonotrichia albicollis     18

Dark-eyed Junco - Junco hyemalis     138

Lapland Longspur - Calcarius lapponicus     26

Northern Cardinal - Cardinalis cardinalis     66

Red-winged Blackbird - Agelaius phoeniceus     1

Eastern Meadowlark - Sturnella magna     1

Common Grackle - Quiscalus quiscula     2

Brown-headed Cowbird - Molothrus ater     1

Purple Finch - Carpodacus purpureus     1

House Finch - Carpodacus mexicanus     3

Pine Siskin - Carduelis pinus     66

American Goldfinch - Carduelis tristis     12

House Sparrow - Passer domesticus     4

This report was generated automatically by eBird v2(http://ebird.org)

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist Champaign, IL

____________________________________________________________________________

________
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From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Sun Jan  6 18:29:46 2008

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Sun Jan  6 18:29:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake CBC results, error correction

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080106182937.03cda698@mail.kspei.com>

Hello all again, I left off 45 Wigeons, so total is 72 and bird bodies are 

8339.

Hello all, 71 species total, only the first three years had lower species 

count, 1987, 1988, and 1989.  The weather was brutal, cold, snowing, and 

blizzardy which depressed many of our numbers.  Low record for individual 

birds counted, 8299. One new species for the count, Orange-crowned 

Warbler.  High counts set for Cooper's Hawk and Cedar Waxwing.  Tie for 

High Counts reached by Northern Saw-whet Owl and Pileated Woodpecker (Only 

second time PIWO detected on this count).  Wild Turkey and Lapland Longspur 

both reached second highest numbers ever recorded on this count.

Sadly no Bobwhites recorded and only one Carolina Wren (which was in an old 

shack).  An albino deer born this summer at Mascoutin SP was seen during 

the count.

Total list of species follows below

Greater White Fronted Goose-150

Cackling Goose-45, (the Cacklers we viewed were in a small flock 

associating with the WF geese)

Canada Goose-1305

Gadwall-105

American Wigeon-45

American Black Duck-41

Mallard-1022

Northern Pintail-2

Green-winged Teal-6

Ring-necked Duck-12

Lesser Scaup-1

Common Goldeneye-212

Hooded Merganser-3

Common Merganser-12

Red-breasted Merganser-1

Ruddy Duck-10

Ring-necked Pheasant-4

Wild Turkey-56

Great Blue Heron-9

Bald Eagle-1

Northern Harrier-3

Cooper's Hawk-5

Red-tailed Hawk-12

American Kestrel-5

American Coot-43

Bonaparte's Gull-35

Ring-billed Gull-478

Rock Pigeon-31

Eurasian Collared Dove-2

Mourning Dove-99

Barred Owl-4

Northern Saw-whet Owl-1

Belted Kingfisher-1

Red-bellied Woodpecker-23

Downy Woodpecker-19

Hairy Woodpecker-4

Northern Flicker-5

Pileated Woodpecker-1

Blue Jay-58

American Crow-35

Horned Lark-458

Black-capped Chickadee-53

Tufted Titmouse-3

Red-breasted Nuthatch-3

White-breasted Nuthatch-11

Brown Creeper-7

Carolina Wren-1

Golden-crowned Kinglet-6

Ruby-crowned Kinglet-2

Eastern Bluebird-1

Orange-crowned Warbler-1

European Starling-887

Cedar Waxwing-185

American Tree Sparrow-440

Fox Sparrow-1

Song Sparrow-4

Swamp Sparrow-2

White-throated Sparrow-22

White-crowned Sparrow-1

Dark-eyed Junco-569

Lapland Longspur-823

Northern Cardinal-209

Red-winged Blackbird-51

Eastern Meadowlark-1

Rusty Blackbird-1

Common Grackle-2

Brown-headed Cowbird-95

Purple Finch-1

House Finch-45

Pine Siskin-166

American Goldfinch-169

House Sparrow-219 

From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Sun Jan  6 21:55:10 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Sun Jan  6 21:54:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lake Shelbyville CBC

Message-ID: <00fc01c850e1$19f30600$ec58b0d8@DELL>

It was a thrill to have a Christmas Bird Count at Lake Shelbyville this year.  

Thanks to Travis Mahon for all the hard work in organizing this count.  The day was certainly an improvement over the first "day of the blizzard" which had been picked for the count.  It only sprinkled in the wee hours and at the very end of the day, and we had a heat wave.  We were blessed to have some of the best birders in the state of IL on this count.  What a thrill that was for my husband and me, and to actually put faces to the names we see posting on IBET.  Travis will post the final count but I am betting it went close to 90 if it did not reach it.    

We split our area with the Smith's from up Champaign way.  They lucked out and found the only thawed puddle on the lake north of the spillway.  We only ran into each other one time during the whole day so we done a good job of splitting it up.  

I had high hopes of using my iPod to bring in all sorts of owls.  After the Barred Owl answered, the batteries went dead so that was the end of that.  We spent much of the day scouting around pines and cedars, not realizing the Long-Eared Owls of Lake Shelbyville prefer willows!  Thus we missed them.   

What a fun day it was.  If you have not participated in a Christmas Count, it is as much fun as a Spring Count.  Try it next year.  Oh by the way, we did try to talk Mr. Smith into letting us ride on his combine next Fall to try for Black Rails.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen and Ted Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net
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From carrollc at inhs.uiuc.edu  Mon Jan  7 09:53:09 2008

From: carrollc at inhs.uiuc.edu (Connie Cunningham)

Date: Mon Jan  7 09:48:05 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] bald eagle in Vermilion County

Message-ID: <200801071547.m07Flsg13874@forbes.inhs.uiuc.edu>

Hello!  For those of you in Vermilion County  - on my way to work 

this morning I saw a mature BALD EAGLE sitting at the edge of an ag 

field near the corner of the Homer-Catlin road and 250E.  It then 

flew up to sit in a tall tree near the home at the south-west corner 

of that junction.

Connie
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Mon Jan  7 10:33:50 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Mon Jan  7 10:35:46 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] eagle count results

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080107101430.01eb5c40@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Forgot to post this yesterday. 3 people went over to the Illinois river on 

Saturday Jan 5 for the annual eagle count.  We learned that counting this 

early in the count period was probably not a good idea, as there were few 

birds (I did not really have a choice.)  The final tally was 5 adults + 3 

immatures for a total of 8.  We probably missed a few since we decided 

against risking being stuck in the mud and did not go to the backwater 

lakes at Sanganois. (Although this was much better than the 4 we had last 

year when things were completely flooded!)


If we'd been counting kestrels, we'd have had a really good day--they were 

everywhere.  We did not keep count but there must have been about 20, which 

is more than I can remember ever having on any one trip.  Lots of red-tails 

also, and the sky was always full of geese.  The outstanding birds though 

were 2 trumpeter swans, with no bands on either neck or legs, at mound 

lake.  They were really beautiful. Of course I had managed to leave my 

camera in the car.



--Helen Parker

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Mon Jan  7 15:32:32 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Mon Jan  7 15:33:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Big Green Big Year

Message-ID: <27835.71311.qm@web57106.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Thought some of you might be interested in doing a Big Green Big Year in 2008. :-)

  "The Big Green Big Year has the acronym BGBY and is therefore pronounced Bigby ... and it is simply a Big Year in which you only count those species seen within walking or cycling distance of your home or principle place of work. As simple as that, no dashing off to the far corners of the planet burning fossil fuels as you go."

  http://www.sparroworks.ca/bigby.html

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.
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From calidris_1004 at yahoo.com  Mon Jan  7 20:07:30 2008

From: calidris_1004 at yahoo.com (Travis Mahan)

Date: Mon Jan  7 20:07:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lake Shelbyville CBC - Tentative Results

Message-ID: <747638.75397.qm@web52601.mail.re2.yahoo.com>

Hello everyone,

  Many factors played against the 25 participants of the Lake Shelbyville CBC held on Saturday, January 5th.  The weather was less than favorable with strong winds remaining constant throughout the day and night, and more than 90% of the lake was frozen.  This was the first time in nearly 40 years that the count was conducted, so many of the participants came to the count without any prior knowledge of their assigned areas.  Also, the count was held on the last day of count period, which can yield fewer lingering semi-hardy species.  Despite these factors, we were still able to tally 89 species!  For a central Illinois count held on the last day of count period, I feel this is quite an achievement, and I thank every participant for their contribution to this count.

  I've received results from all but one group for the Lake Shelbyville CBC, but I do have their species tally.  The species list with tentative totals are listed below.  Species listed in all caps were reported by only one group. 

  18 species of waterfowl:

Greater White-fronted Goose - 238

Snow Goose - 81

Cackling Goose - 291

Canada Goose - 6609

TRUMPETER SWAN - 1 unbanded adult

Gadwall - 10

AMERICAN WIGEON - 2

American Black Duck - 6

Mallard - 159

NORTHERN SHOVELER - 3

NORTHERN PINTAIL - 1

GREEN-WINGED TEAL - 3

CANVASBACK - 4

REDHEAD - 1

BUFFLEHEAD - 2

Common Goldeneye - 313

HOODED MERGANSER - 5

COMMON MERGANSER - 20

  Ring-necked Pheasant - 17

WILD TURKEY - ?

PIED-BILLED GREBE - 4

Great Blue Heron - 22

Bald Eagle - 3

Northern Harrier - 15

Sharp-shinned Hawk - 6

Cooper's Hawk - 9

Red-shouldered Hawk - 2

Red-tailed Hawk - 53

Rough-legged Hawk - 3

American Kestrel - 36

American Coot - 184

BONAPARTE'S GULL - 1

Ring-billed Gull - 1972

Herring Gull - 6

Rock Pigeon - 41

Eurasian Collared-Dove - 30

Mourning Dove - 647

  6 species of owl:

Eastern Screech-Owl - 4

Great Horned Owl - 3

Barred Owl - 6

LONG-EARED OWL - 4

SHORT-EARED OWL - 1

NORTHERN SAW-WHET OWL - 2

  Belted Kingfisher - 8

Red-headed Woodpecker - 10

Red-bellied Woodpecker - 114

YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER - 1

Downy Woodpecker - 109

Hairy Woodpecker - 22

Northern Flicker - 63

PILEATED WOODPECKER - 1

LOGGERHEAD SHRIKE - 1

Blue Jay - 470

American Crow - 303

Horned Lark - 662

Black-capped Chickadee - 263

Tufted Titmouse - 153

Red-breasted Nuthatch - 4

White-breasted Nuthatch - 146

Brown Creeper - 14

Carolina Wren - 42

Golden-crowned Kinglet - 3

Eastern Bluebird - 12

American Robin - 11

NORTHERN MOCKINGBIRD - 1

BROWN THRASHER - 1

European Starling - 2946

Cedar Waxwing - 152

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER - 7

Eastern Towhee - 5

American Tree Sparrow - 668

FIELD SPARROW - 3

Fox Sparrow - 8

Song Sparrow - 68

Swamp Sparrow - 24

White-throated Sparrow - 135

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW - 2

Dark-eyed Junco - 871

- Slate-colored: 870

- Oregon: 1

Lapland Longspur - 795

Northern Cardinal - 498

Red-winged Blackbird - 17

Eastern Meadowlark - 3

Rusty Blackbird - 2

Common Grackle - 3

Brown-headed Cowbird - 19

PURPLE FINCH - 1

House Finch - 148

American Goldfinch - 1055

House Sparrow - 677

  Total birds: 21,343

  Thanks to the count participants: David Bohlen, Myrna Deaton, Marlene Feuerborn, Karen Forcum, Ted Forcum, Tyler Funk and his brother, Joel Greenberg, Mary Ann Hoeffliger, David Johnson, Tim Kuesel, Dan Kassebaum, Greg Lambeth, Sandra Lautrup, Travis Mahan, Cheryl Modzelewski, Marv Piwoni, Andy Sigler, Eleanor Smith, Jim Smith, Craig Taylor, David Thomas, Mike Ward, Pat Ward, Tony Ward.

  Take care,

  Travis Mahan

Decatur, IL

Macon Co.

calidris_1004@yahoo.com

Bird photos: http://home.insightbb.com/~tmahan/index.html

Illinois Ornithological Society: http://www.illinoisbirds.org/

---------------------------------

Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.
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From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Mon Jan  7 21:07:34 2008

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Mon Jan  7 21:07:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Heard From Steve

Message-ID: <c63.23848bce.34b442f6@aol.com>

I was wondering has anyone has heard anything from or  about Steve Bailey..

                                              Bud Lewsader

**************Start the year off right.  Easy ways to stay in shape.     

http://body.aol.com/fitness/winter-exercise?NCID=aolcmp00300000002489
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From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Tue Jan  8 15:57:12 2008

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Tue Jan  8 15:57:21 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] UI campus peregrine

Message-ID: <963b67030801081357s61d6d367uaa4bb9ffa342ca35@mail.gmail.com>

Happy new year, birders.

My son and I found the campus peregrine perched on the north side of Illini

Hall (Fifth and Chalmers in Champaign) at about 3:15 this afternoon. Shortly

after we stopped to watch it flew a loop around Sherman Hall and then landed

on the ledge about 10' from the top of that building, on the north side.

-- 

Rob Kanter

rkanter@uiuc.edu
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Wed Jan  9 10:03:57 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Wed Jan  9 10:04:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Heard From Steve

In-Reply-To: <c63.23848bce.34b442f6@aol.com>

References: <c63.23848bce.34b442f6@aol.com>

Message-ID: <30ec30250801090803x515e3142yc4d2d2efb3de3e39@mail.gmail.com>

On Jan 7, 2008 9:07 PM, <LewsaderBud@aol.com> wrote:

>  I was wondering has anyone has heard anything from or about Steve Bailey.

>

>                                              Bud Lewsader

> ------------------------------

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

9 Jan. 2008

Just got a message with Good Birding wishes from Sheryl DeVore.  She writes,

"Steve is here with me in Mundelein recuperating and I hope he'll be back to

normal soon."

A hope we all share.  It's a real pleasure to hear this good news.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From beveroth at uiuc.edu  Thu Jan 10 11:18:24 2008

From: beveroth at uiuc.edu (Tara Beveroth Danner)

Date: Thu Jan 10 11:18:28 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Robin Sightings

Message-ID: <20080110111824.BAT31975@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

If anyone has sighted any robins around Champaign/Urbana please let us know.  We have been monitoring robin activity, using transmitters, for some time now and all of our birds have left but one.  We are hoping to catch some more robins if we can, but as of right now they are few and far between. Again, if anyone has spotted any robins or groups of robins please place it on the list serve or e-mail me directly at beveroth@uiuc.edu.

Many thanks

Tara Danner

Illinois Natural History Survey 

Tara Beveroth Danner

Avian Field Coordinator

CTAP/Medical Entomology Laboratory

Illinois Natural History Survey

1816 South Oak St. 

Champaign, IL  61820

217-265-7303

From roper37 at gmail.com  Thu Jan 10 22:43:41 2008

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Thu Jan 10 22:43:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Robin Sightings

In-Reply-To: <20080110111824.BAT31975@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20080110111824.BAT31975@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <9b7905150801102043m2e327f01k51b897506de56ade@mail.gmail.com>

On Sunday the 6th, Suzy and I had three robins sitting high up in a tree at

Meadowbrook around 4pm. There was also a red-shouldered hawk flying over the

prairie grass.

In addition, yesterday I had a Northern Harrier just west of the new St.

Joseph wetlands. Since the heavy rainfall there have been hundreds of Canada

geese at this wetlands area. Today there was a Canada goose with an orange

collar.

I have not had time to check for other birds here as I have been on my way

to work. Seems like there may be potential though.

Sarah Roper

Urbana, IL

On Jan 10, 2008 11:18 AM, Tara Beveroth Danner <beveroth@uiuc.edu> wrote:

> If anyone has sighted any robins around Champaign/Urbana please let us

> know.  We have been monitoring robin activity, using transmitters, for some

> time now and all of our birds have left but one.  We are hoping to catch

> some more robins if we can, but as of right now they are few and far

> between. Again, if anyone has spotted any robins or groups of robins please

> place it on the list serve or e-mail me directly at beveroth@uiuc.edu.

>

> Many thanks

>

> Tara Danner

> Illinois Natural History Survey

> Tara Beveroth Danner

> Avian Field Coordinator

> CTAP/Medical Entomology Laboratory

> Illinois Natural History Survey

> 1816 South Oak St.

> Champaign, IL  61820

> 217-265-7303

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>
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From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Fri Jan 11 08:40:27 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Fri Jan 11 08:40:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake Owls  / Champaign Co.

Message-ID: <905284.79417.qm@web82615.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

This is a late post but because it was kind of odd I'll do it anyway. 

  On Wed. the 9th at 12:15 p.m. I pulled into the old maple grove area of Homer Lake.  A Great Horned Owl flew off from what was probably ground level - I got out for a better look and had 2 and maybe 3 calling Screech Owls.  Don't know why at this time of day all the owls were so active.
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Jan 11 12:52:44 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Jan 11 12:52:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sadorus owls (Late report)

In-Reply-To: <905284.79417.qm@web82615.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

References: <905284.79417.qm@web82615.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0801111246180.9864@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birdnoters,

Sorry for the late report.

Someone at work told me that they were biking near Sadorus and saw what 

the described a pair of owls with a "Broken wing" flight style that popped 

up out of a grassy road ditch.

He thought they were Barred Owls but the behavoir and flight pattern 

description sounded like Short-eared.

Jim :)

  On Fri, 11 Jan 2008, Brock Price wrote:

> This is a late post but because it was kind of odd I'll do it anyway.

>

>  On Wed. the 9th at 12:15 p.m. I pulled into the old maple grove area of Homer Lake.  A Great Horned Owl flew off from what was probably ground level - I got out for a better look and had 2 and maybe 3 calling Screech Owls.  Don't know why at this time of day all the owls were so active.

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Fri Jan 11 16:35:48 2008

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray Boehmer)

Date: Fri Jan 11 16:37:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] (Birdnotes) Sharpie

Message-ID: <47879AE40200009C00052208@MUGWGATE2.millikin.edu>

Just saw an adult Sharpie land in a tree in a frontyard near Busey and Oregon Sts in Urbana.  It sat there for a long time.

Ray

Urbana 

From smithsje at egix.net  Sun Jan 13 08:13:24 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sun Jan 13 08:14:17 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Odd Ducks

Message-ID: <200801131413.m0DEDNTC024163@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

"The Leader", a local newspaper, January 10, 2008, for eastern Champaign County, has a front page photo of what it calls, "ODD DUCKS".  These two duck like birds appear to be EGYPTIAN GEESE, Alopochen aegyphtiacus.  They are a small goose.  National Geographic Fierld Guide lists these as a widespread escaped African species. The photo was taken at the, Old Interurban Park, wherever that is.  

'

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-01-13

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sun Jan 13 09:00:06 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sun Jan 13 09:00:22 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Odd Ducks

In-Reply-To: <200801131413.m0DEDNTC024163@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <522234.87980.qm@web57112.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Jim Smith said: "The photo was taken at the, Old Interurban Park, wherever that is."

  I've never been there, but the old Interurban Park is about a mile and a half north of the present day town of Homer, along the Salt Fork. I think it's where the town of Old Homer used to be (the town was moved to the present site in 1855 so it could be on the railroad line). It was called Interurban Park because it was on the old Interurban passenger rail lines that came from Champaign-Urbana. People would ride the Interurban from C-U to spend the day in Homer.

  Bernie Sloan

Jim & Eleanor Smith <smithsje@egix.net> wrote:

  Hello, Bird,

"The Leader", a local newspaper, January 10, 2008, for eastern Champaign County, has a front page photo of what it calls, "ODD DUCKS". These two duck like birds appear to be EGYPTIAN GEESE, Alopochen aegyphtiacus. They are a small goose. National Geographic Fierld Guide lists these as a widespread escaped African species. The photo was taken at the, Old Interurban Park, wherever that is. 

'

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-01-13

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.
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From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Sun Jan 13 09:58:43 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Sun Jan 13 09:57:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Egyptian Geese

Message-ID: <001e01c855fd$2d1f6c20$be58b0d8@DELL>

For several years one Egyptian Goose has migrated in with some Canadian Geese and a couple Snow Geese and stayed on our neighbors pond.  It comes in Spring and in Fall and is a joy to watch.  What a stately Goose it is.  No one around here has any idea where it came from.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net

-------------- next part --------------
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Jan 14 08:37:02 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Jan 14 08:37:06 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Odd Ducks

In-Reply-To: <522234.87980.qm@web57112.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90138@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

At risk of mentioning something I really don't know much about, there

was a park near Homer (with rides, I think)  back in the old days.  The

interurban went to that site.

People would stay nearby...my Mom's family rented a cabin along the

river at Homer for several years back in the 1920's.

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan

Sent: Sunday, January 13, 2008 9:00 AM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Odd Ducks

Jim Smith said: "The photo was taken at the, Old Interurban Park,

wherever that is."

I've never been there, but the old Interurban Park is about a mile and a

half north of the present day town of Homer, along the Salt Fork. I

think it's where the town of Old Homer used to be (the town was moved to

the present site in 1855 so it could be on the railroad line). It was

called Interurban Park because it was on the old Interurban passenger

rail lines that came from Champaign-Urbana. People would ride the

Interurban from C-U to spend the day in Homer.

Bernie Sloan

Jim & Eleanor Smith <smithsje@egix.net> wrote:


Hello, Bird,


"The Leader", a local newspaper, January 10, 2008, for eastern

Champaign County, has a front page photo of what it calls, "ODD DUCKS".

These two duck like birds appear to be EGYPTIAN GEESE, Alopochen

aegyphtiacus. They are a small goose. National Geographic Fierld Guide

lists these as a widespread escaped African species. The photo was taken

at the, Old Interurban Park, wherever that is. 


'


Best regards. 


Jim & Eleanor Smith


smithsje@egix.net


2008-01-13


_______________________________________________


Birdnotes mailing list


Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

________________________________

Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your homepage.

<http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=51438/*http:/www.yahoo.com/r/hs>  
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From dolson at ccfpd.org  Mon Jan 14 10:12:50 2008

From: dolson at ccfpd.org (Daniel J. Olson)

Date: Mon Jan 14 10:13:22 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Odd Ducks

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90138@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

References: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90138@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <23826.66.158.169.111.1200327170.squirrel@secure.tsg-inc.com>

Hello Birdnotes,

I am not exactly sure where the "odd Ducks" were photographed, but as some

others have mentioned in the 30's and 40's there was a thriving park (now

known as old Homer Park) on the north side of the Salt Fork where the Rt.

49 bridge crosses today.  The interurban line ended at this park.  It was

donated to the Champaign County Forest Preserve District some years back

out of private ownership.  There are some remnants left there such as

stones from the old bridge crossing, some footers from old buildings and a

very large cement birdbath.  In its prime, the area saw thousands of

visitors.  There was a movie building, ice skating rink, a black bear to

visit, concessions, etc.  Also the river was dammed up and there was a

swimming area with large coaster like slide, boat rentals and fishing.  It

is mostly floodplain, but there are typically some good migrants there at

the right time.  It has a pretty good diveristy of trees including some

buckeye and Kentucky Coffee Trees.  There are a few walking trails there

too.  CCFPD lands are of course open to the public.  It really is a neat

area to visit if you get a chance.  Thanks.

Daniel J. Olson

> At risk of mentioning something I really don't know much about, there

> was a park near Homer (with rides, I think)  back in the old days.  The

> interurban went to that site.

>

> People would stay nearby...my Mom's family rented a cabin along the

> river at Homer for several years back in the 1920's.

>

> Bob Vaiden

>

> ________________________________

>

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan

> Sent: Sunday, January 13, 2008 9:00 AM

> To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Odd Ducks

>

>

> Jim Smith said: "The photo was taken at the, Old Interurban Park,

> wherever that is."

>

> I've never been there, but the old Interurban Park is about a mile and a

> half north of the present day town of Homer, along the Salt Fork. I

> think it's where the town of Old Homer used to be (the town was moved to

> the present site in 1855 so it could be on the railroad line). It was

> called Interurban Park because it was on the old Interurban passenger

> rail lines that came from Champaign-Urbana. People would ride the

> Interurban from C-U to spend the day in Homer.

> Bernie Sloan

>

> Jim & Eleanor Smith <smithsje@egix.net> wrote:

> 
Hello, Bird,

>

> 
"The Leader", a local newspaper, January 10, 2008, for eastern

> Champaign County, has a front page photo of what it calls, "ODD DUCKS".

> These two duck like birds appear to be EGYPTIAN GEESE, Alopochen

> aegyphtiacus. They are a small goose. National Geographic Fierld Guide

> lists these as a widespread escaped African species. The photo was taken

> at the, Old Interurban Park, wherever that is.

>

>

>

> 
'

>

> 
Best regards.

>

> 
Jim & Eleanor Smith

> 
smithsje@egix.net

> 
2008-01-13

>

>

> 
_______________________________________________

> 
Birdnotes mailing list

> 
Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> 
https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>

> ________________________________

>

> Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your homepage.

> <http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=51438/*http:/www.yahoo.com/r/hs>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

Daniel J. Olson

Director of Natural Resources

Champaign County Forest Preserve District

P.O. Box 1040

Mahomet, IL  61853

Phone - (217) 586-4389

Fax - (217) 586-6852

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Mon Jan 14 10:52:34 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Mon Jan 14 10:52:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <119530.8159.qm@web82602.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Couple of decent sighting this morning:

  There is a single Ross's Goose mixed with all the geese on the North end of the lake.  The geese had moved to the sod farm area on 2500 by the time I left and I couldn't locate the Ross's with them.

  Also a single Ring-billed Gull flying all over the south end of the lake.

  I'm betting the Fairmount area is good right now while the water is open but I had to come back to go to work.

-------------- next part --------------
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From smithsje at egix.net  Mon Jan 14 21:58:31 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Mon Jan 14 21:58:34 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Old Interurban Park

Message-ID: <200801150358.m0F3wWd8017176@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

The Old Interurban Park is in Ogden on land where the Interurban track ran through that town.  We went there to find it yesterday but, no ODD DUCKS.     

We are old enough to remember the Homer Park, and once attended recreation activities there.  The Interurban track originally ended in Homer, but later ended at the State Road Elevator at what is now named Homer Lake   Road.  As an 18 year old, I road the Interurban from Urbana to Springfield

to sign up for the Navy.  (They didn't take me.) 

The DeLorme Illinois Atlas lists Homer Park and its location on the map, page 54.    

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-01-14

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Fri Jan 18 23:38:50 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Fri Jan 18 23:38:56 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <846057.55661.qm@web82609.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

The Ross' Goose is still present at Homer Lake. On Fri. it was on the South end of the lake on shore with some Canadian Geese.  

-------------- next part --------------
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Jan 19 11:56:39 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Jan 19 11:56:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nuthatches

Message-ID: <30ec30250801190956l7f65207cp8a058a070c8483a1@mail.gmail.com>

We've had our three RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES at the suet simultaneously in

the last hour.  I've just noticed that one appears to be missing its right

leg.  Impressive when it's hanging upside down from the suet cage, holding

on with one claw; kind of like a Muscle Beach performer doing one-armed

pull-ups.

The bills of the female cardinals appear a remarkably vivid orange in the

sunlight this morning -- almost a day-glow tone!  Perhaps the extra sunlight

reflecting off the window enhances the color.

Others putting in face time around the feeder this morning:

Downy woodpecker (female)

House finch

White-throated sparrow

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Jan 19 13:26:50 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Jan 19 13:26:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080119132226.01ef8fd0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I took a quick trip out to Homer Lake late this morning in search of the 

(to me) elusive snow goose.  I saw a white blob that might or might not 

have been a goose--please, is this bird a white or a blue phase?  (I did 

not have my scope--have not yet gotten it back into the car after removing 

it for the drive to Atlanta last weekend.)  I did see several (4? 5?) 

white-fronted geese and an adult male common merganser.  Didn't spend much 

time looking--it's COLD out there!



--Helen Parker

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Sat Jan 19 16:18:33 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Sat Jan 19 16:29:14 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake Geese

Message-ID: <20080119161833.BBC63621@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

I too took a cold trip out to Homer Lake this afternoon. Lots and lots of Canada geese, half a dozen white-fronted geese, and the lone Ross's goose.

Beth Chato.

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Jan 19 19:17:10 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Jan 19 19:17:12 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake (Goose Question)

In-Reply-To: <6.0.1.1.2.20080119132226.01ef8fd0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <6.0.1.1.2.20080119132226.01ef8fd0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0801191909210.20640@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Helen,

Where at Homer Lake did you see this goose and where were you positioned?

Hope everyone dresses warmly.

Thanks,

Jim Hoyt :)

PS. Friday afternoon I saw many Crows which were lifting off from the area 

just east of Parkland College, in West Champaign, at around 4PM (Pick 

Dodd's Soccer Field).

Where they were going to roost is still a mystery...

Guesses anyone? :)

On Sat, 19 Jan 2008, Helen Parker wrote:

> I took a quick trip out to Homer Lake late this morning in search of the (to 

> me) elusive snow goose.  I saw a white blob that might or might not have been 

> a goose--please, is this bird a white or a blue phase?  (I did not have my 

> scope--have not yet gotten it back into the car after removing it for the 

> drive to Atlanta last weekend.)  I did see several (4? 5?) white-fronted 

> geese and an adult male common merganser.  Didn't spend much time 

> looking--it's COLD out there!

> 

--Helen Parker

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Sun Jan 20 10:38:18 2008

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray Boehmer)

Date: Sun Jan 20 10:39:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <4793249A0200009C00052E80@MUGWGATE2.millikin.edu>

Hundreds of Canada Geese sleeping on ice; dozen White-fronted Geese; two dozen Cedar Waxwings on west shore feeding on berries; dozen Robins on east side.

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Sun Jan 20 13:37:02 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Sun Jan 20 13:37:24 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <190343.62770.qm@web82612.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

One addition to Ray's list from earlier.

  The Ross' Goose is still there. ( sleeping with rest of geese ) 

-------------- next part --------------
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From smithsje at egix.net  Sun Jan 20 16:53:25 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sun Jan 20 16:53:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake waterfowl

Message-ID: <200801202253.m0KMrYMJ017790@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

We went to Homer Lake this afternoon to look at waterfowl. The list is as follows:

Hundreds of Canada Geese, two with yellow neck collars.

27 White-fronted Geese

1 Ross's Goose

1 pair of mallards

1 hybrid duck

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-01-20

From leiterp at msn.com  Mon Jan 21 13:41:38 2008

From: leiterp at msn.com (Pam Leiter)

Date: Mon Jan 21 13:40:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake wetland

References: <200801202253.m0KMrYMJ017790@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <BAY111-DAV53D45F607202508D8D085B63D0@phx.gbl>

Dear birders who frequent Homer Lake,

If you are willing, it would be cool to start checking out the new constructed wetland at Homer Lake to see what's showing up there, and reporting those birds separately. The wetland was started last year, and currently has water in it. I think there's a lot of work that still needs to go into it, so it would be cool to track the progress of bird visitation. It's easy to get to - the wetland is across the road from the sled hill (before you get to the Walnut Hill boat launch), and there is parking right there.

Thanks much!

Pam

-------------- next part --------------
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From smithsje at egix.net  Mon Jan 21 21:13:17 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Mon Jan 21 21:13:30 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] White-fronted Geese

Message-ID: <200801220313.m0M3DRnH024427@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

A flock of about 30 WHITE-FRONTED GEESE flew over going north this evening.  It's too early to be going north.  

White-fronted Geese were very rare here in Central Illinois not many years ago.  If I remember correctly, we were to document any sightings.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-01-21

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 22 08:45:47 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Jan 22 08:45:56 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Rock Cut Birds

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250801190956l7f65207cp8a058a070c8483a1@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9013C@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Went up to Rockford to visit Mom this weekend :-) (met that cold front

head-on!)

We always take a drive through Rock Cut\Pierce Lake S.P.  Near a pine

grove, in some bare deciduous trees, we saw a White-Breasted Nuthatch,

with a small flock of four BLUEBIRDS in an adjacent tree.  We watched

them for more than 5 minutes as they fluttered back and forth...I don't

know what they might have been eating...the temperature had been 7-8

below that morning, and was only 3-4 above when we saw them.

On the ice and the tiny patch of water: hundred of Canada Geese, some

Mallards, a few Scaups, and a couple I couldn't figure out...

Right at the park edge....5 big Turkeys.

Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------
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From smithsje at egix.net  Wed Jan 23 15:31:20 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed Jan 23 15:31:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] short-eared owl

Message-ID: <200801232131.m0NLVY0u026601@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This morning, 7:30 am, we found a Short-eared Owl flying around the intersection of 1900 North and the County Line Road NE of Ogden.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-01-23

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Fri Jan 25 17:26:57 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Fri Jan 25 17:35:42 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] additions to Christmas Count

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080125172214.04f1c2b0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I screwed up.  In the list for the Champaign County CBC that I posted, I 

forgot 9 hairy woodpeckers and 6 field sparrows. The hairys did get 

reported when I sent in the data to National and to Illinois, the field 

sparrows did not.  I have added them to the official list. If you are 

keeping track, our total for the count is now 68 species count day + 2 

count week.



--Helen Parker

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Jan 26 11:38:56 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Jan 26 11:39:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Return (?) of the sapsucker

Message-ID: <30ec30250801260938v5d6577b7sa100e6418b0fca9a@mail.gmail.com>

YELLOW BELLIED SAPSUCKER (male)

10:20 a.m. Sat., 26 Jan. 2008

Came to our suet cage; an adult male, vividly colored, including the red

throat.  Visited again about 20 minutes later.  First time I've seen

encountered a YBS around our home since last Feb. 6 (see <

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/2007-February/002864.html>),

and the first time at all I've seen one at our feeder.  I thought the one I

saw around here last winter had not yet grown much red on his crown, and

guessed he was a juvenile; perhaps this is the same individual, all grown

up.  Anyhow, it's a strikingly colored bird, and cool to have joining the

crowd at the feeders.

A couple RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES have been at the suet this morning, too.

As I observed a few days ago, one is hanging on to the cage by its left foot

only.  Today, however, I saw that it does have a right foot, but it's

holding it close to its body.

About a baker's-dozen DARK-EYED JUNCOS have been foraging on the ground, and

a couple have even landed on the perches of the sunflower and thistle

feeders to grab seed directly.  I've also seen one or two that have figured

out how to enter (and exit) the wire-mesh enclosed seed catcher that Dad

made, and that I've been able to re-hang under the sunflower feeder since

installing a taller hanging pole about a week ago.  It'll be interesting to

see how long it takes other birds to catch on.

Other birds of the right dimensions, that is.  This morning we've had almost

as many MOURNING DOVES around the feeders as juncos.  One landed on top of

the seed catcher while a junco or two was munching away inside, and spent

some time peering hopefully down through the mesh.  I think it took a while

to reconcile itself to the reality that there was no way it was going to fit

down through the junco-sized entry holes.

A visitor today that we typically don't see that many of was a

WHITE-THROATED SPARROW.  I spotted one HOSP, too; they seem to be

considerably outnumbered of late in our backyard.

Other regular visitors seen this morning:

CARDINALS

HOUSE FINCHES

DOWNY WOODPECKERS

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sat Jan 26 12:57:10 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sat Jan 26 12:57:13 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Couple of backyard birds; a crow

Message-ID: <f380f89c673b.479b2e26@insightbb.com>

I've had a few Tree Sparrows in my yard this week (only get them in my yard when it's really cold) picking up the dropped nyger seed under the feeder. They seem to be very territorial. They kept charging at the House Sparrows, who are always there, chasing them away. Maybe they've done that previously but I've never noticed it.  I was surprised as the Tree Sparrows are smaller and the House Sparrows are always so cranky and aggressive.  The House Sparrows were also chased away from the peanut feeder by the male Downy.

This morning I was at Pages for All Ages.  A crow was on the parking lot and kept returning to the same place after being urged to move by both cars and people. It flew away as I walk towards it. I checked and saw half a fish.  I left the fish and when I came out it was still there.  I guess the crow finally gave up.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Sat Jan 26 15:20:27 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Sat Jan 26 15:20:30 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] geese, geese., geese

Message-ID: <20080126152027.BBJ43101@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

I went out to Riverbend this morning and was greeted by more Canada geese than I have ever seen in one spot. The air was full of long lines coming and going, despite the fact that the main lake was completely frozen. I hiked back to the far smaller lake (Sunset Lake?). It was completely open, and packed with more geese. I suspect the goose activity was what has kept it from freezing.The noise was incredible.There were at least 1000 birds swimming and sitting on the edges plus all those coming and going in the air. I scanned carefully for any other goose species and did find a few cacklers; but no snow, white-fronts or Ross' that I could pick out. Did have 2 coot, 1 ruddy duck, and 12 mallards. On the hike through the preserve, I found a flock of 20 or so cedar waxwings, feeding on honeysuckle berries along with a couple of robins. The geese really were an impressive experience.

Beth Chato

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Jan 26 20:21:01 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Jan 26 20:21:02 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] geese, geese., geese

In-Reply-To: <20080126152027.BBJ43101@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20080126152027.BBJ43101@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0801262012420.24753@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

About a half dozen Male Cardinals and some Mourning doves at APNC today.

One female downy woodpecker at the feeding station.

Lots of geese moving around at dusk.

As per Beth's post.

I think that at least one of the lakes at River Bend has some natural 

springs that keep the water warmer and a bit more pristine.

Hope the geese don't foul the lake (as it were) with their waste.

Jim :)

On Sat, 26 Jan 2008, John & Beth Chato wrote:

> Birdnoters,

>

> I went out to Riverbend this morning and was greeted by more Canada geese

than I have ever seen in one spot. The air was full of long lines coming and

going, despite the fact that the main lake was completely frozen.

I hiked back to the far smaller lake (Sunset Lake?). It was completely open,

and packed with more geese. I suspect the goose activity was what has kept

it from freezing.The noise was incredible.There were at least 1000 birds

swimming and sitting on the edges plus all those coming and going in the air. I

  scanned carefully for any other goose species and did find a few cacklers;

but no snow, white-fronts or Ross' that I could pick out.

Did have 2 coot, 1 ruddy duck, and 12 mallards. On the hike through the

preserve, I found a flock of 20 or so cedar waxwings, feeding on honeysuckle

berries along with a couple of robins. The geese really were an impressive

experience.

>

> Beth Chato

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sat Jan 26 20:45:14 2008

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sat Jan 26 20:45:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] short-eared owl

Message-ID: <d16.20062880.34cd4a3a@aol.com>

Jim, Marv Piwoni and I went to this area this  evening and parked along the 

ditch just west of the intersection.  At about  5:20 the owl flew right by our 

car and circled back twice before moving off  south along the ditch.  Nice 

views.  Thanks for post.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

In a message dated 1/23/2008 3:31:58 P.M. Central Standard Time,  

smithsje@egix.net writes:

Hello,  Bird,

This morning, 7:30 am, we found a Short-eared Owl flying around  the 

intersection of 1900 North and the County Line Road NE of  Ogden.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor  Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-01-23

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes  mailing  list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

**************Biggest Grammy Award surprises of all time on AOL Music.     

(http://music.aol.com/grammys/pictures/never-won-a-grammy?NCID=aolcmp003000000025

48)
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From sclementz at ccfpd.org  Sun Jan 27 13:41:08 2008

From: sclementz at ccfpd.org (sclementz@ccfpd.org)

Date: Sun Jan 27 13:41:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bald Eagle

Message-ID: <63167.12.40.154.247.1201462868.squirrel@secure.tsg-inc.com>

Yesterday, I was driving about three miles from Villa Grove by the

Champaign/Douglas County border. A bald eagle flew over head. It was

amazing! I had to do a double take because all I saw at first was a very

large bird that was flying very fast. Then, I saw its distinctive white

head and tail feathers. It was flying towards the Embarrass river.

As anyone else spotted a bald eagle in the area?

Stacey Clementz

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sun Jan 27 17:16:22 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sun Jan 27 17:16:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] geese, geese., geese

In-Reply-To: <20080126152027.BBJ43101@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20080126152027.BBJ43101@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <f23f98b767e4.479cbc66@insightbb.com>

I went out to Riverbend this morning and had a partial "goose experience."At one point there were 100's and 100's in the air swarming about. The noise was deafening. I saw a few Cackling Geese and heard some mallards. But on the ice they were packed extremely close together and I didn't spend a great deal of time checking them out. I didn't get back to Sunset Lake as I chose to walk along the river which was a little difficult and took some time. I was checking for owl nests which I didn't manage to find.  But birds were noisy and active especially the Blue Jays along with almost non-stop singing Tufted Titmouse. The Black-capped Chickadees, White-breasted Nuthatches, and Carolina Wrens were also singing. 

Off the first parking lot a male Northern Harrier was hunting, flying low, circling gracefully over the grasses.  It was the closest I have ever been to them and it was beautiful to watch. It stayed for awhile and I was hoping to see it catch something. It went down into the grasses a couple of times but didn't come up with anything.  Also soaring overhead together were 2 Red-tailed Hawks. 

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From smithsje at egix.net  Mon Jan 28 15:38:52 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Mon Jan 28 15:39:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] feeder birds

Message-ID: <200801282139.m0SLdC5B021499@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This is beyond our usual area, but it is an example of what can be doen if you are going to spend a couple or more days somewhere else. 

We spent the past weekend at Illinois Audubon's Bald Eagle Days at Starved Rock State Park.

A part of a bag of Farm & Fleet's mixed bird seed was spread on three snow covered picnic tables outside the windows of the lodge early Saturday am.  

As far as we knew, no bird feed has been placed there.

The following birds came to the feed over two days.

Blue Jay

Tuffed Titmouse

Junco

Black-capped Chickadee

White-breasted Nuthatch

House Sparrow

House Finch

Red-winged Blackbird

Cowbird  (hundreds)

Grackle

Downy

Red-bellied Woodpecker

White-throated Sparrow

Red-shouldered Hawk

Cardinal

Goldfinch

Not at the feeders, but nearby, were 20 Bald Eagles, hundreds of Gulls, and assorted waterfowl.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-01-28

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Tue Jan 29 03:05:41 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Tue Jan 29 03:06:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Southern Illinois Bird Habitat (No Sightings other than

 crows and geese)

In-Reply-To: <200801282139.m0SLdC5B021499@outbound-mta.egix.net>

References: <200801282139.m0SLdC5B021499@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0801290250130.28845@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Central Illinois Birders,

Sorry that this is not about local birds sightings (only a few crows and 

geese).

But I see where the Illinois Audubon Society has purchased some 300 acres 

of extremely valueable habitat for migratory birds in Johnson County.

This acreage will help to protect the, Illinois, Cache River watershed 

which will, in tern, help our yearly spring bird counts.

Please join me in supporting the Illinois Audubon Society.

Thanks for your forebearance...

For the birds,

Jim Hoyt

Champaign Il. :)

PS. If interested just google Illinois Audubon Society for more info. :)

On Mon, 28 Jan 2008, Jim & Eleanor Smith wrote:

> Hello, Bird,

>

> This is beyond our usual area, but it is an example of what can be doen if you are going to spend a couple or more days somewhere else.

> We spent the past weekend at Illinois Audubon's Bald Eagle Days at Starved Rock State Park.

> A part of a bag of Farm & Fleet's mixed bird seed was spread on three snow covered picnic tables outside the windows of the lodge early Saturday am.

> As far as we knew, no bird feed has been placed there.

> The following birds came to the feed over two days.

>

> Blue Jay

> Tuffed Titmouse

> Junco

> Black-capped Chickadee

> White-breasted Nuthatch

> House Sparrow

> House Finch

> Red-winged Blackbird

> Cowbird  (hundreds)

> Grackle

> Downy

> Red-bellied Woodpecker

> White-throated Sparrow

> Red-shouldered Hawk

> Cardinal

> Goldfinch

>

> Not at the feeders, but nearby, were 20 Bald Eagles, hundreds of Gulls, and assorted waterfowl.

>

> Best regards.

>

> Jim & Eleanor Smith

> smithsje@egix.net

> 2008-01-28

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From gentner at uiuc.edu  Tue Jan 29 10:53:44 2008

From: gentner at uiuc.edu (gentner@uiuc.edu)

Date: Tue Jan 29 10:54:09 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bald Eagle

Message-ID: <20080129105344.BBL89004@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

I swear I saw one (large bird c white head, brown on the back with white belly). He was flying at the same time a pair of accipitors were circling easterly, VERY high up. The (?)eagle was circling even higher up going westerly. I was at Buseywoods walking back to parking lot Sunday about 2pm....

I was wondering if I'd hear any other sightings....

---- Original message ----

>Date: Sun, 27 Jan 2008 13:41:08 -0600 (CST)

>From: sclementz@ccfpd.org  

>Subject: [Birdnotes] Bald Eagle  

>To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

>Yesterday, I was driving about three miles from Villa Grove by the

>Champaign/Douglas County border. A bald eagle flew over head. It was

>amazing! I had to do a double take because all I saw at first was a very

>large bird that was flying very fast. Then, I saw its distinctive white

>head and tail feathers. It was flying towards the Embarrass river.

>As anyone else spotted a bald eagle in the area?

>

>Stacey Clementz

>

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

You must BE the change you want to see 

in the world.

                  Mahatma Ghandhi

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

From lconnor at uiuc.edu  Wed Jan 30 14:12:15 2008

From: lconnor at uiuc.edu (Lynn Connor)

Date: Wed Jan 30 14:13:40 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake birds 1/27/08

Message-ID: <p06100504c3c6602b6c0a@[130.126.90.226]>

Hello,

My husband and I were out hiking at Clinton Lake on Sunday and we saw 

the following birds on the west side of the 11 mile loop trail:

Blue jays

Crows

A few Canada Geese flying overhead

Red headed woodpecker

Red bellied woodpecker

Downy woodpecker

Juncos

Tufted Titmouse

Cardinals

White breasted nuthatch

Chickadees

We are relatively new to bird watching and hadn't see the tufted 

titmouse or red headed woodpecker before so we were excited.

Thanks,

Lynn Connor

From threlkster at gmail.com  Thu Jan 31 08:39:08 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Thu Jan 31 08:39:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Back yard, before the deluge

Message-ID: <30ec30250801310639o527a37e1j740be8f1479953da@mail.gmail.com>

At 8:25, we had the male YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER at the suet again.  I

never get tired of watching him!  Other customers at that point were two

male-female pairs of HOUSE FINCHES, and a male-female pair of CARDINALS.

Tuesday morning, I think it was, we spotted a rush of big wings around the

seed catcher. It was a hawk, keen on the goldfinch inside the catcher.  The

hawk, of course, couldn't get to the little bird through the wire mesh, so

flew off about 20 feet to perch in the ash. My guess is it was a juvenile

SHARP-SHINNED, but even with a good view through binoculars, and all the

help that Bryan and others have provided recently, I couldn't say for sure

that it wasn't a Cooper's. The goldfinch looked like it was trying to escape

the catcher, but apparently in panic it wasn't finding the entry/exit holes

in the mesh. I had to get back to work, so didn't see if the hawk picked off

the goldfinch when it finally left the cage.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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