From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Jun  1 12:52:10 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Jun  1 12:56:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Late Migrants

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E40@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

The flooded fields West of I-57 on Curtis Road still had a few shorebirds yesterday (5/31), including 1 Golden Plover, 1 Greater Yellowlegs, 1 Dunlin, 6 Pectoral and a group of peeps (presumably Least, but far away).  There were also 2 Black Terns present.

I had a Swainson's Thrush in my yard this morning and a big surprise -- a Connecticut Warbler.

Greg Lambeth

From grillo at uiuc.edu  Sun Jun  1 13:22:54 2008

From: grillo at uiuc.edu (Holger Braun)

Date: Sun Jun  1 13:23:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Curtis Rd.

Message-ID: <20080601132254.BLN99262@expms4.cites.uiuc.edu>

Just a few additions to Greg Lambeth's report, also seen there Saturday evening:

Semipalmated Plover (not sure, very far away)

Lesser Yellowlegs (2)

Semipalmated Sandpiper (2)

Too-far-away sandpipers (15-20)

Horned Lark

Purple Martin

Holger Braun

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Jun  2 09:52:44 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Jun  2 09:54:34 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <20080601132254.BLN99262@expms4.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90244@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

The usual "guy" around the yard...Carolina Wren happily singing, Hose

Wren scolding, Jays, Cardinal, Catbird and Thrasher pairs...

A flock of Turkey Vultures seems to be "hanging around"... I counted 8

Saturday morning, 6 Sunday afternoon.

At Weaver Park Marsh, one pair each of: 

Blue-Wing Teal

Mallard Ducks

Canada Geese

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed Jun  4 21:34:13 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed Jun  4 21:34:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] St. Joe Wetlands

Message-ID: <317187.34047.qm@web57106.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

We drove by the St. Joe wetlands this afternoon.

It was more like St. Joe Lake!! The whole wetlands area was one big pond, with a flock of ten Canada Geese swimming in the pond.

Bernie Sloan

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Wed Jun  4 22:06:10 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Wed Jun  4 22:07:40 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mahomet - Riverbend

Message-ID: <060520080306.5839.48475822000E2C96000016CF22007637049D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

One of my nest boxes at Riverbend is in a low area.  The water was about a foot below the bottom of the box, which means it was standing in over 3 ft of water. I hope the water doesn't keep rising as the nestlings will be drowned out. This must be hard on the gound nesters. The area of the box was mostly grassy. Now it's mostly water. 

Heard and saw a Bell's Vireo, 3 Red-tailed Hawks flying around together (I'm not sure it was exactly social as there was calling going on as well. Kind of reminded me of a Cooper's Hawk) and a nestbuilding Kingbird. Two boxes of bluebirds have fledged and a third nest is being built (under the watchful eyes of a pair of Tree Swallows :-))  I wonder how the recent bluebird fledglings will do as they suddenly found themselves out in inhospitable times.

Charlene Anchor
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Jun  5 18:02:32 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Jun  5 18:02:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park (Urbana), 6/4 - Chickadee, Bluebirds,


44 species

Message-ID: <371797.40422.qm@web57113.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I went to Urbana's Meadowbrook Park yesterday (June 4) around 3PM, very warm and humid...44 species.

The park was very wet I wasn't dressed for walking in standing water, so many of my favorite haunts were inaccessible to me.

A few highlights:

* Heard an Eastern Meadowlark singing

* Heard several Eastern Bluebirds

* Heard a Chickadee calling from the UI Forestry Plantation across Race Street from the park.

The list:

Great Blue Heron - 1 (flyover)

Killdeer - several

Ring-necked Pheasant - several

Eastern Meadowlark - 1

Ruby-throated Hummingbird - 1

Northern Flicker - 1

Downy Woodpecker - 1

Red-bellied Woodpecker - 2

White-breasted Nuthatch - 1

Chickadee - 1

Blue Jay - several

Northern Cardinal - quite a few

Carolina Wren - 3

House Wren - 2

Tree Swallow - 2

Northern Rough-winged Swallow - 1

Barn Swallow - 1

Gray Catbird - 4

Brown Thrasher - 1

Willow Flycatcher - 1

Eastern Phoebe - 1

Eastern Kingbird - 2

Eastern Wood Pewee - 1

Eastern Bluebird - a few

American Robin - many

Field Sparrow - 1-2

Song Sparrow - quite a few

Indigo Bunting - 4, singing loudly

Eastern Towhee - 1

American Goldfinch - quite a few

House Finch - 3

House Sparrow - 10

Red-eyed Vireo - 1

White-eyed Vireo - 3

Kentucky Warbler - 1

Black & White Warbler - 1

Common yellowthroat - 3

Mourning Dove - 2

Rock Pigeon - 1

American Crow - 10

European Starling - 5

Common Grackle - 6

Red-winged Blackbird - quite a few

Brown-headed Cowbird - 1

Bernie Sloan

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Tue Jun 10 21:18:32 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Tue Jun 10 21:18:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Blue Grosbeak

Message-ID: <20080610211832.BGQ43319@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

An irresistably beautiful morning, so I scrapped all my mundane plans and John and I headed for the Middle Fork Preserve. I've never seen the North Waterfowl area so full, but waterfowl were scarce. Did find a female Wood Duck with 2 well grown young,as well as Green and Great Blue Herons, and 7 Turkey Vultures. Highlight was a Blue Grosbeak singing from the wooded area near the parking lot. Couldn't find him in all the lush new foliage. Hopefully he will stick around for the summer.

Beth Chato

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Tue Jun 10 23:24:24 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Tue Jun 10 23:24:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Wood Ducks in Busey Woods (Late Report)

In-Reply-To: <20080610211832.BGQ43319@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20080610211832.BGQ43319@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0806102319070.24016@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

While working in the South Fill of Busey Woods last Saturday (late 

afternoon) I saw two Wood Ducks headed, South, toward Crystal Lake.

Didn't have my binoculars but it looked like two males.

Be on the lookout for females with young in the area.

Jim :)

On Tue, 10 Jun 2008, John & Beth Chato wrote:

> Birdnoters,

> An irresistably beautiful morning, so I scrapped all my mundane plans and John and I headed for the Middle Fork Preserve. I've never seen the North Waterfowl area so full, but waterfowl were scarce. Did find a female Wood Duck with 2 well grown young,as well as Green and Great Blue Herons, and 7 Turkey Vultures. Highlight was a Blue Grosbeak singing from the wooded area near the parking lot. Couldn't find him in all the lush new foliage. Hopefully he will stick around for the summer.

>

> Beth Chato

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================
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===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From smithsje at egix.net  Wed Jun 11 22:28:19 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed Jun 11 21:32:32 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bird nest box results

Message-ID: <E1K6ZpV-00054H-Km@outbound-filter.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This is a summary of my nest box results as of this date, 6-11-08, 170 boxes

Bluebird eggs:                  176

Bluebird eggs hatched        94

Bluebirds fledged



67

Tree swallow eggs


393


Tree swallow hatched       241

Swallows fledged


   0

Adult tree Swallows dead in box  22

house sparrow eggs removed    241

House wren & Carolina Chickadee results not tabulated.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-06-11

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed Jun 11 21:41:58 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed Jun 11 21:42:04 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park futures

Message-ID: <947082.16009.qm@web57102.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

The Southeast Urbana Neighborhood Association (SUNA) hosted a question-and-answer session with representatives from the Urbana Park District on the evening on June 5, 2008.

I was unable to attend this meeting as I had to leave town the day before. But I did submit a question in advance that dealt with the future of Meadowbrook Park, one of the great C-U birding and recreation areas.

My question was: 

"What is the status of Meadowbrook Park in relation to the potential sale and development of the Pell Farm/Pomology tract that borders Meadowbrook on the east? Is there any hope of purchasing a 'buffer' zone between any development and the park?"

The UPD reply, as reported by SUNA, was:

"The University of Illinois made a land swap with the U of I Foundation (approved by the BOT 9/7/06) which resulted in the Foundation receiving the 180 acre Pell Farm-Pomology tract along Windsor and Philo.  The Foundation wants to sell it to raise money for the Foundation. As far as anyone knows, it is not yet for sale.

The 180 acres is NOT in the city of Urbana, although Urbana?s comprehensive plan includes it as part of its future growth.

The UPD would love to buy at least 30 acres which could be a buffer against the development that would go there. The issue is, of course, cost.  There is no money in the UPD budget for such a purchase.

The UPD has established a Foundation of its own; some of the members on the Board are Bruce Larson, UPD Commissioner, Robin Hall (past director of UPD), Vicki Mayes, current director, Steve Rugg, Tom Berns, Tom Brown, and Eric Freyfogle.  But this is a venture that has just begun and there are currently no pots of dollars to make a purchase. 

If the referendum were to be put to the voters again and it passed, there would be money in the increased tax receipts to allow for the purchase of land from the pomology tract."

Bernie Sloan

From n9ds_15 at msn.com  Thu Jun 12 19:24:36 2008

From: n9ds_15 at msn.com (Duston Suits)

Date: Thu Jun 12 19:25:27 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bird ID help

Message-ID: <BAY106-W442AB20656114FFFCC67ADDEAC0@phx.gbl>

Once again, I've struck out identifying a bird I saw next door.  I've surfed, I checked my books and nothing comes close.  Even Astrid's suggestions didn't turn out.  So here's the description:

"I

saw a bird yesterday which (now here's a surprise) I couldn't find in

the book.  It was about finch sized, maybe a shade smaller, yellow

belly, grey back with a thin black line across it's throat, sort of

like an eastern meadowlark, but much thinner.  And the call...well,

have you ever seen "The Price is Right"? You know in the final round

when they spin the wheel to find out who's going to play, and it goes

"Beepbeepbeep beep beep   beep   beep     beep" slower and slower until

it stops?  That's exactly what this bird sounded like, only at a higher

pitch.  Any suggestions?"

Thanks

Duston Suits

Loami, IL

_________________________________________________________________

Instantly invite friends from Facebook and other social networks to join you on Windows Live? Messenger.

https://www.invite2messenger.net/im/?source=TXT_EML_WLH_InviteFriends
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Jun 13 09:54:13 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Jun 13 10:21:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] CLARIFICATION - Meadowbrook Park futures

Message-ID: <467625.64911.qm@web57110.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Just wanted to clarify that UPD acquisition of a buffer zone east of Meadowbrook Park is far from a done deal, and is probably not likely to happen without a lot of support from a lot of people.

The notes from the SUNA meeting with the UPD say:

"The UPD would love to buy at least 30 acres which could be a buffer against the development that would go there. The issue is, of course, cost.  There is no money in the UPD budget for such a purchase."

An article in the 9/6/06 News-Gazette said "The Pell farm is worth $2.5 million or $15,625 an acre." So the price tag for the 30 acres that the UPD "would love to buy" is $468,750.

That's a big chunk of change, especially at a time when the UPD is facing a budget crunch. Basically the UPD is saying they can't buy any "buffer zone" land without either a big private fundraising effort (which has just barely started) or the successful passage of a referendum to increase the UPD budget. And even if the referendum were to pass, additional tax funds may not be available until June of 2010.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Wed, 6/11/08, B.G. Sloan <bgsloan2@yahoo.com> wrote:

> From: B.G. Sloan <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

> Subject: Meadowbrook Park futures

> To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Date: Wednesday, June 11, 2008, 9:41 PM

> The Southeast Urbana Neighborhood Association (SUNA) hosted

> a question-and-answer session with representatives from the

> Urbana Park District on the evening on June 5, 2008.

> 

> I was unable to attend this meeting as I had to leave town

> the day before. But I did submit a question in advance that

> dealt with the future of Meadowbrook Park, one of the great

> C-U birding and recreation areas.

> 

> My question was: 

> 

> "What is the status of Meadowbrook Park in relation to

> the potential sale and development of the Pell Farm/Pomology

> tract that borders Meadowbrook on the east? Is there any

> hope of purchasing a 'buffer' zone between any

> development and the park?"

> 

> The UPD reply, as reported by SUNA, was:

> 

> "The University of Illinois made a land swap with the

> U of I Foundation (approved by the BOT 9/7/06) which

> resulted in the Foundation receiving the 180 acre Pell

> Farm-Pomology tract along Windsor and Philo.  The

> Foundation wants to sell it to raise money for the

> Foundation. As far as anyone knows, it is not yet for sale.

> 

> The 180 acres is NOT in the city of Urbana, although

> Urbana?s comprehensive plan includes it as part of its

> future growth.

> 

> The UPD would love to buy at least 30 acres which could be

> a buffer against the development that would go there. The

> issue is, of course, cost.  There is no money in the UPD

> budget for such a purchase.

> 

> The UPD has established a Foundation of its own; some of

> the members on the Board are Bruce Larson, UPD

> Commissioner, Robin Hall (past director of UPD), Vicki

> Mayes, current director, Steve Rugg, Tom Berns, Tom Brown,

> and Eric Freyfogle.  But this is a venture that has just

> begun and there are currently no pots of dollars to make a

> purchase. 

> 

> If the referendum were to be put to the voters again and it

> passed, there would be money in the increased tax receipts

> to allow for the purchase of land from the pomology

> tract."

> 

> Bernie Sloan

From mpward at uiuc.edu  Fri Jun 13 10:03:38 2008

From: mpward at uiuc.edu (Mike Ward)

Date: Fri Jun 13 10:33:31 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Black-necked Stilts

Message-ID: <200806131503.m5DF3XEP016629@expredir5.cites.uiuc.edu>

Kevin Sierzega and I saw two Black-necked Stilts at the Curtis road 

wetlands this morning (June 13th).  They were on the north side of 

the road next to the new golf course.  We watched them for a while to 

see if they may be nesting, but no sign that they are nesting at the 

site.  Not much else out there, however there are bobolinks at the U 

of I properties just south of Bondville, maybe 2 miles west of the 

Curtis Road wetlands.

Thanks

Mike Ward

From BackyardBirds1 at aol.com  Sat Jun 14 10:05:23 2008

From: BackyardBirds1 at aol.com (BackyardBirds1@aol.com)

Date: Sat Jun 14 10:16:21 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbirds??

Message-ID: <d1d.2800d549.35853833@aol.com>

Hello to all....was wondering if anyone is having a great year  with 

hummingbirds? I have rec'd several calls asking about the hummingbirds?  Seems most 

numberes are way down in our area..which is Decatur/Mt.  Zion.

Would appreciate any feedback.

Thanks

Vickie

**************Vote for your city's best dining and nightlife. City's Best 

2008.      (http://citysbest.aol.com?ncid=aolacg00050000000102)
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From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Sat Jun 14 14:25:36 2008

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Sat Jun 14 14:26:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbirds??

In-Reply-To: <d1d.2800d549.35853833@aol.com>

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080614142446.04446720@mail.millikin.edu>

We have a pair that use our feeders on and off all day for the past 3 

weeks.  Located near downtown Urbana.

Ray Boehmer

At 11:05 AM 6/14/2008 -0400, BackyardBirds1@aol.com wrote:

>Hello to all....was wondering if anyone is having a great year with 

>hummingbirds? I have rec'd several calls asking about the hummingbirds? 

>Seems most numberes are way down in our area..which is Decatur/Mt. Zion.

>

>Would appreciate any feedback.

>

>Thanks

>Vickie

>

>

>

>

>----------

>Vote for your city's best dining and nightlife. 

><http://citysbest.aol.com?ncid=aolacg00050000000102>City's Best 2008.

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From smithsje at egix.net  Sat Jun 14 22:52:03 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sat Jun 14 21:57:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] heron rookery

Message-ID: <E1K7fcy-0006M9-Sn@outbound-filter.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

We canoed down the Salt Fork to see the Great-blue Heron rookery 1/2 mile downstream from the county line.  20 active nests.  Up from 12 last year.  This is about 1/2 as many as Heron Park.  All were in the top of Sycamores.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-06-14

From j.courson at mchsi.com  Sat Jun 14 22:10:35 2008

From: j.courson at mchsi.com (Jeffrey A. Courson)

Date: Sat Jun 14 22:10:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbirds??

In-Reply-To: <d1d.2800d549.35853833@aol.com>

Message-ID: <200806150310.m5F3ArJT016900@gserve053.lis.uiuc.edu>

Vickie,

I'm located in Mahomet (Along the Sangamon River) and see several on a daily

basis, but I would agree that the overall numbers seem to be noticeably

down.

Jeff

  _____  

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

BackyardBirds1@aol.com

Sent: Saturday, June 14, 2008 10:05 AM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbirds??

Hello to all....was wondering if anyone is having a great year with

hummingbirds? I have rec'd several calls asking about the hummingbirds?

Seems most numberes are way down in our area..which is Decatur/Mt. Zion.

Would appreciate any feedback.

Thanks

Vickie

  _____  

Vote for your city's best dining and nightlife. City's Best 2008

<http://citysbest.aol.com?ncid=aolacg00050000000102> .
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Jun 14 23:45:01 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Jun 14 23:45:05 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] heron rookery

In-Reply-To: <E1K7fcy-0006M9-Sn@outbound-filter.egix.net>

References: <E1K7fcy-0006M9-Sn@outbound-filter.egix.net>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0806142339350.7284@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birdnoters,

Sycamore anthracnose may be helping the GBH population to find suitable 

nesting places.

For the birds,

Jim Hoyt

On Sat, 14 Jun 2008, Jim & Eleanor Smith wrote:

> Hello, Bird,

>

> We canoed down the Salt Fork to see the Great-blue Heron rookery 1/2 mile

downstream from the county line.  20 active nests.  Up from 12 last year.

This is about 1/2 as many as Heron Park.  All were in the top of Sycamores.

>

> Best regards.

>

> Jim & Eleanor Smith

> smithsje@egix.net

> 2008-06-14

>

>
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*******************************************************************************

From gentner at uiuc.edu  Mon Jun 16 11:23:27 2008

From: gentner at uiuc.edu (gentner@uiuc.edu)

Date: Mon Jun 16 11:46:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkey vultures

Message-ID: <20080616112327.BGV21502@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Anybody see the 21 turkey vultures cirlcling over the U of I forestry area off Race St yesterday late afternoon(Father's Day)?  I thought maybe it was related to the stormy weather...??? maybe a recently dead horse/cow in the area? 

Darcy Gentner

Urbana

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

You must BE the change you want to see 

in the world.

                  Mahatma Ghandhi

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Mon Jun 16 14:00:39 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Mon Jun 16 14:00:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkey vultures

In-Reply-To: <20080616112327.BGV21502@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20080616112327.BGV21502@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0806161357580.27991@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Darcy,

Yes they were neat to see.

They were kettling just before the front came through.

Almost reminded me of the opening to the old "Gone With the Wind" movie.

Good birding,

Jim :)

PS. Wonder where the roost?

On Mon, 16 Jun 2008, gentner@uiuc.edu wrote:

> Anybody see the 21 turkey vultures cirlcling over the U of I forestry area off Race St yesterday late afternoon(Father's Day)?  I thought maybe it was related to the stormy weather...??? maybe a recently dead horse/cow in the area?

>

> Darcy Gentner

> Urbana

>

> %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

> You must BE the change you want to see

> in the world.

>

>                  Mahatma Ghandhi

> %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"
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Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener
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Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies
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The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Jun 16 14:05:21 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Jun 16 14:05:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkey vultures

In-Reply-To: <20080616112327.BGV21502@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90252@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I haven't seen THAT many before, but a number of Vultures (up to 8) have

sometimes been visible in the Weaver Park area in eastern Urbana the

last few weeks.  I usually see one or two almost every day anymore.

Bob Vaiden

________________________________________________

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

gentner@uiuc.edu

Sent: Monday, June 16, 2008 11:23 AM

To: birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkey vultures

Anybody see the 21 turkey vultures cirlcling over the U of I forestry

area off Race St yesterday late afternoon(Father's Day)?  I thought

maybe it was related to the stormy weather...??? maybe a recently dead

horse/cow in the area? 

Darcy Gentner

Urbana

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

You must BE the change you want to see 

in the world.

                  Mahatma Ghandhi

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Mon Jun 16 14:39:15 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Mon Jun 16 14:40:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] turkey vultures

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90252@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <341984.58381.qm@web57106.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Last Thursday I saw a group of at least 30 Turkey Vultures flying over the Salt Fork north of I-74 between Kickapoo Park and Danville.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Mon, 6/16/08, Vaiden, Robert <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu> wrote:

> From: Vaiden, Robert <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu>

> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] turkey vultures

> To: gentner@uiuc.edu, "birdnotes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Date: Monday, June 16, 2008, 2:05 PM

> I haven't seen THAT many before, but a number of

> Vultures (up to 8) have

> sometimes been visible in the Weaver Park area in eastern

> Urbana the

> last few weeks.  I usually see one or two almost every day

> anymore.

> 

> Bob Vaiden

> 

> ________________________________________________

> -----Original Message-----

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

> [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf

> Of

> gentner@uiuc.edu

> Sent: Monday, June 16, 2008 11:23 AM

> To: birdnotes

> Subject: [Birdnotes] turkey vultures

> 

> Anybody see the 21 turkey vultures cirlcling over the U of

> I forestry

> area off Race St yesterday late afternoon(Father's

> Day)?  I thought

> maybe it was related to the stormy weather...??? maybe a

> recently dead

> horse/cow in the area? 

> 

> Darcy Gentner

> Urbana

>  

> %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

> You must BE the change you want to see 

> in the world.

> 

>                   Mahatma Ghandhi

> %%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From leslienoa at gmail.com  Tue Jun 17 10:09:44 2008

From: leslienoa at gmail.com (Leslie Rye)

Date: Tue Jun 17 10:17:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] McLean County Black-necked Stilt

Message-ID: <a4f8d1430806170809m3ea74603g4b898fd84e2d644a@mail.gmail.com>

Tim Rye reported a black-necked stilt in McLean County this morning.  The

bird was seen in a drainage ditch in a flooded field North of Rt 136; 1/2

mile east of 2000E on Rt 136.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080617/918f5465/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Tue Jun 17 21:29:03 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Tue Jun 17 21:30:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Landscape Recyling bird

Message-ID: <061820080229.28168.485872EF000EE2D500006E0822070206539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Was at LRC this afternoon and while unloading my buckets I heard some birds singing. I didn't pay much attention until I heard a Yellow Warbler. The warbler was followed by a Yellow-breasted Chat. Then I started looking around. Sitting on top of the now very high pile of tree cuttings, limbs, etc, was a Northern Mockingbird finishing its chat imitation. That was followed by a killdeer and then a robin. Then the mockingbird flew off. It returned a few minutes later as we were leaving. Also, south of the house where you stop to pay, 2 Dickcissels were singing in the grassy area.

Charlene Anchor 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080618/e1288487/attachment.htm

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Thu Jun 19 16:08:29 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Thu Jun 19 16:11:24 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Summer birds

Message-ID: <20080619160829.BGY85355@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

  I am getting into my breeding bird cesusing mode and visiting the various County parks and preserves. High lights this week were:

   Blue Grosbeak on territory at the North Waterfowl area of the Middle Fork Preserve. He sings from the wires or big trees along the road just west of the parking lot. Point Pleasant wetlands were disappointing. I was hoping for a coot, grebe or lingering ducks.

   Bell's Vireo and Yellow-breasted Chats (3) at Riverbend this morning. The vireo and a chat were just where the bike trail leaves the west end of the parking lot with the pavilion. The other chats were at the far end by Shadow Lake.

   If you visit any of the preserves or parks, I would love to hear what you find. If you want to get more involved, I would be glad to send you a list of the official Breeding Codes that I use.

An intersting note form my yard. Yesterday I watched a young cowbird begging from a male cardinal. At the same time the female cardinal was feeding a young cardinal. Apparently they raised one of each and are splitting up the parenting chores. The juvenile cowbird is quite capable of fending for himself as he regularly visits my sunflower/safflower seed feeder.

Beth Chato

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Jun 20 10:59:06 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Jun 20 10:59:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park (Urbana), 6/20 - 43 species

Message-ID: <865974.28161.qm@web57106.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Meadowbrook Park (Urbana), 6/20, mid-afternoon, beautiful sunny day. Forty three species recorded.

Highlight was seeing at least six Eastern Kingbirds. That may be the highest number I've seen at Meadowbrok.

Also ran across a couple of Eastern Bluebirds.

The Barn Swallow nest was empty, and there was at least a half dozen flying in the area, so they must have fledged.

No Chickadee this time.

Turkey Vulture - 1

Killdeer - several

Ring-necked Pheasant - several

Ruby-throated Hummingbird - 1

Northern Flicker - 1

Red-bellied Woodpecker - 2

White-breasted Nuthatch - 1

Chickadee - 1

Blue Jay - several

Northern Cardinal - quite a few

Carolina Wren - 1

House Wren - 1

Tree Swallow - 4

Northern Rough-winged Swallow - 2

Barn Swallow - 5-6

Chimney Swift - a few

Gray Catbird - 1

Brown Thrasher - 1

Blue-gray Gnatcatcher - 2

Willow Flycatcher - 1

Eastern Phoebe - 2

Eastern Kingbird - 6

Eastern Wood Pewee - 1

Eastern Bluebird - 2

American Robin - 10

Field Sparrow - 1-2

Song Sparrow - quite a few

Chipping Sparrow - 1

Indigo Bunting - 5, in full song

Eastern Towhee - 1

American Goldfinch - several

House Finch - 5

House Sparrow - 12

Red-eyed Vireo - 1

White-eyed Vireo - 2

Common yellowthroat - many

Mourning Dove - 6

Rock Pigeon - 10, flyover

American Crow - 2

European Starling - many

Common Grackle - many

Red-winged Blackbird - quite a few

Brown-headed Cowbird - 2

Bernie Sloan

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Jun 20 11:01:20 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Jun 20 11:02:08 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: Meadowbrook Park (Urbana), 6/20 - 43 species

Message-ID: <525754.58446.qm@web57102.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Ooops, this was from yesterday, so the date should be 6/19!

--- On Fri, 6/20/08, B.G. Sloan <bgsloan2@yahoo.com> wrote:

> From: B.G. Sloan <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

> Subject: Meadowbrook Park (Urbana), 6/20 - 43 species

> To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Date: Friday, June 20, 2008, 10:59 AM

> Meadowbrook Park (Urbana), 6/20, mid-afternoon, beautiful

> sunny day. Forty three species recorded.

> 

> Highlight was seeing at least six Eastern Kingbirds. That

> may be the highest number I've seen at Meadowbrok.

> 

> Also ran across a couple of Eastern Bluebirds.

> 

> The Barn Swallow nest was empty, and there was at least a

> half dozen flying in the area, so they must have fledged.

> 

> No Chickadee this time.

> 

> Turkey Vulture - 1

> Killdeer - several

> Ring-necked Pheasant - several

> Ruby-throated Hummingbird - 1

> Northern Flicker - 1

> Red-bellied Woodpecker - 2

> White-breasted Nuthatch - 1

> Chickadee - 1

> Blue Jay - several

> Northern Cardinal - quite a few

> Carolina Wren - 1

> House Wren - 1

> Tree Swallow - 4

> Northern Rough-winged Swallow - 2

> Barn Swallow - 5-6

> Chimney Swift - a few

> Gray Catbird - 1

> Brown Thrasher - 1

> Blue-gray Gnatcatcher - 2

> Willow Flycatcher - 1

> Eastern Phoebe - 2

> Eastern Kingbird - 6

> Eastern Wood Pewee - 1

> Eastern Bluebird - 2

> American Robin - 10

> Field Sparrow - 1-2

> Song Sparrow - quite a few

> Chipping Sparrow - 1

> Indigo Bunting - 5, in full song

> Eastern Towhee - 1

> American Goldfinch - several

> House Finch - 5

> House Sparrow - 12

> Red-eyed Vireo - 1

> White-eyed Vireo - 2

> Common yellowthroat - many

> Mourning Dove - 6

> Rock Pigeon - 10, flyover

> American Crow - 2

> European Starling - many

> Common Grackle - many

> Red-winged Blackbird - quite a few

> Brown-headed Cowbird - 2

> 

> Bernie Sloan

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Fri Jun 20 13:05:40 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Fri Jun 20 13:06:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park (Urbana), 6/20 - 43 species

Message-ID: <062020081805.16394.485BF174000C33370000400A22070032019D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

I have serious doubts that the Barn Swallows fledged. I would have to check my notes, but I believe last week was the first time I saw a little nestling head in the nest. As they get older they start defecating over the side of the nest making a terrible mess. This goes on for over a week. This week there was just a small amount of whitewash on the deck of the overlook which indicated that they were just starting this process. But unfortunately there was a male House Sparrow there. At the same time I watched the adult Barn Swallows fly up to the nest and they sounded very alarmed. I believe the House Sparrow probably killed the nestlings. They do that. Anything in their perceived way has to go!! I wondered how long it would take for House Sparrows to discover the box and the swallows. I believe the Tree Swallows fledged ok from all appearances and I suspect the House Sparrow just showed up recently. But I cleaned out the box and left the door open so the House Sparrows would!

  loose 

interest and hopefully leave the premises of the Overlook. (Also hope no one closes the door in an effort to be helpful.) This is one example of why monitoring of boxes is important so that you know what is going on. It's possible the HOSP may try and use the swallow nest, in which case, the swallow nest will have to come down as well.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- Original message -------------- 

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com> 

> 

> Meadowbrook Park (Urbana), 6/20, mid-afternoon, beautiful sunny day. Forty three 

> species recorded. 

> 

> Highlight was seeing at least six Eastern Kingbirds. That may be the highest 

> number I've seen at Meadowbrok. 

> 

> Also ran across a couple of Eastern Bluebirds. 

> 

> The Barn Swallow nest was empty, and there was at least a half dozen flying in 

> the area, so they must have fledged. 

> 

> No Chickadee this time. 

> 

> Turkey Vulture - 1 

> Killdeer - several 

> Ring-necked Pheasant - several 

> Ruby-throated Hummingbird - 1 

> Northern Flicker - 1 

> Red-bellied Woodpecker - 2 

> White-breasted Nuthatch - 1 

> Chickadee - 1 

> Blue Jay - several 

> Northern Cardinal - quite a few 

> Carolina Wren - 1 

> House Wren - 1 

> Tree Swallow - 4 

> Northern Rough-winged Swallow - 2 

> Barn Swallow - 5-6 

> Chimney Swift - a few 

> Gray Catbird - 1 

> Brown Thrasher - 1 

> Blue-gray Gnatcatcher - 2 

> Willow Flycatcher - 1 

> Eastern Phoebe - 2 

> Eastern Kingbird - 6 

> Eastern Wood Pewee - 1 

> Eastern Bluebird - 2 

> American Robin - 10 

> Field Sparrow - 1-2 

> Song Sparrow - quite a few 

> Chipping Sparrow - 1 

> Indigo Bunting - 5, in full song 

> Eastern Towhee - 1 

> American Goldfinch - several 

> House Finch - 5 

> House Sparrow - 12 

> Red-eyed Vireo - 1 

> White-eyed Vireo - 2 

> Common yellowthroat - many 

> Mourning Dove - 6 

> Rock Pigeon - 10, flyover 

> American Crow - 2 

> European Starling - many 

> Common Grackle - many 

> Red-winged Blackbird - quite a few 

> Brown-headed Cowbird - 2 

> 

> Bernie Sloan 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________ 

> Birdnotes mailing list 

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080620/0d7440ca/attachment.htm

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Jun 20 13:17:20 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Jun 20 13:17:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Vermilion County Bald Eagle, 6/19

Message-ID: <624672.52587.qm@web57102.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I was driving on US 150 late yesterday afternoon where the road crosses the Middle Fork and spotted a beautiful adult Bald Eagle soaring nearby.

Bernie Sloan

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Jun 20 13:20:19 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Jun 20 13:21:02 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park (Urbana), 6/20 - 43 species

In-Reply-To: <062020081805.16394.485BF174000C33370000400A22070032019D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Message-ID: <13518.36215.qm@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I'll take your word for it regarding the Barn Swallows. I just saw what appeared to be an empty nest, with multiple swallows flying nearby, and made an assumption.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Fri, 6/20/08, ckanchor@comcast.net <ckanchor@comcast.net> wrote:

> From: ckanchor@comcast.net <ckanchor@comcast.net>

> Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park (Urbana), 6/20 - 43 species

> To: bgsloan2@yahoo.com, birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Cc: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

> Date: Friday, June 20, 2008, 1:05 PM

> I have serious doubts that the Barn Swallows fledged. I

> would have to check my notes, but I believe last week was

> the first time I saw a little nestling head in the nest. As

> they get older they start defecating over the side of the

> nest making a terrible mess. This goes on for over a week.

> This week there was just a small amount of whitewash on the

> deck of the overlook which indicated that they were just

> starting this process. But unfortunately there was a male

> House Sparrow there. At the same time I watched the adult

> Barn Swallows fly up to the nest and they sounded very

> alarmed. I believe the House Sparrow probably killed the

> nestlings. They do that. Anything in their perceived way

> has to go!! I wondered how long it would take for House

> Sparrows to discover the box and the swallows. I believe

> the Tree Swallows fledged ok from all appearances and I

> suspect the House Sparrow just showed up recently. But I

> cleaned out the box and left the door open so the House

> Sparrows would loose 

> interest and hopefully leave the premises of the Overlook.

> (Also hope no one closes the door in an effort to be

> helpful.) This is one example of why monitoring of boxes is

> important so that you know what is going on. It's

> possible the HOSP may try and use the swallow nest, in

> which case, the swallow nest will have to come down as

> well.

> 

> Charlene Anchor

> 

> -------------- Original message -------------- 

> From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com> 

> 

> > 

> > Meadowbrook Park (Urbana), 6/20, mid-afternoon,

> beautiful sunny day. Forty three 

> > species recorded. 

> > 

> > Highlight was seeing at least six Eastern Kingbirds.

> That may be the highest 

> > number I've seen at Meadowbrok. 

> > 

> > Also ran across a couple of Eastern Bluebirds. 

> > 

> > The Barn Swallow nest was empty, and there was at

> least a half dozen flying in 

> > the area, so they must have fledged. 

> > 

> > No Chickadee this time. 

> > 

> > Turkey Vulture - 1 

> > Killdeer - several 

> > Ring-necked Pheasant - several 

> > Ruby-throated Hummingbird - 1 

> > Northern Flicker - 1 

> > Red-bellied Woodpecker - 2 

> > White-breasted Nuthatch - 1 

> > Chickadee - 1 

> > Blue Jay - several 

> > Northern Cardinal - quite a few 

> > Carolina Wren - 1 

> > House Wren - 1 

> > Tree Swallow - 4 

> > Northern Rough-winged Swallow - 2 

> > Barn Swallow - 5-6 

> > Chimney Swift - a few 

> > Gray Catbird - 1 

> > Brown Thrasher - 1 

> > Blue-gray Gnatcatcher - 2 

> > Willow Flycatcher - 1 

> > Eastern Phoebe - 2 

> > Eastern Kingbird - 6 

> > Eastern Wood Pewee - 1 

> > Eastern Bluebird - 2 

> > American Robin - 10 

> > Field Sparrow - 1-2 

> > Song Sparrow - quite a few 

> > Chipping Sparrow - 1 

> > Indigo Bunting - 5, in full song 

> > Eastern Towhee - 1 

> > American Goldfinch - several 

> > House Finch - 5 

> > House Sparrow - 12 

> > Red-eyed Vireo - 1 

> > White-eyed Vireo - 2 

> > Common yellowthroat - many 

> > Mourning Dove - 6 

> > Rock Pigeon - 10, flyover 

> > American Crow - 2 

> > European Starling - many 

> > Common Grackle - many 

> > Red-winged Blackbird - quite a few 

> > Brown-headed Cowbird - 2 

> > 

> > Bernie Sloan 

> > 

> > 

> > 

> > 

> > 

> > _______________________________________________ 

> > Birdnotes mailing list 

> > Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 

> > https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Jun 20 13:14:40 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Jun 20 13:42:16 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] St. Joe Wetlands, 6/19

Message-ID: <279001.59220.qm@web57115.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I drove by the St. Joe Wetlands twice yesterday (late morning, late afternoon). Not much to see...a couple of Mallards and a Great Blue Heron.

The thing that struck me was how quickly the water has drained since the last time I passed by, especially since some nearby farm fields still have standing water. I hadn't thought wetlands were supposed to dry up that fast when we're having wet weather?

Note: I'm not saying the wetlands have dried up altogether...there's still some water.

Bernie Sloan

From rem at uiuc.edu  Fri Jun 20 13:29:07 2008

From: rem at uiuc.edu (Robert E Miller)

Date: Fri Jun 20 14:13:36 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Stone Creek

Message-ID: <20080620132907.BFS10729@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

Hi All,

Golfed yesterday (6/19) at Stone Creek.  As usual, lots of waterfowl present including two Great Blue Herons.  Fair number of Killdeer and oodles of Red-Winged Blackbirds.  Most of the young Canada Geese are big but some of the Mallard young look as if they were only recently hatched while others were much larger.  Apparently the egg laying timing was quite different among the breeding pairs this season.

Bob Miller

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Fri Jun 20 20:21:15 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Fri Jun 20 20:21:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mahomet - 6/20

Message-ID: <062120080121.22659.485C578B000815620000588322007504389D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Was at Buffalo Trace early this morning. The macadam path off Rt 47 meets with a grassy path going south at a low point in the prairie. There is a line of mulberry and other trees along that path that always turns out to be a good foraging and nesting place for various birds every year. This morning a pair of Cedar Waxwings landed in a mulberry tree. I thought they were going to eat berries but instead were jumping around. One went into a nest which looked like an Eastern Kingbird's. (Not surprising as I've been seeing them there everytime I'm out. Saw them building a nest in the same line of trees on 6/01)  The waxwing started disassembling the nest and flew over with the materials to a nearby tree--the same tree and about 15-20 feet away from the first kingbird nest! I was there for awhile cleaning a box and so I was able to see both the male and female waxwing bringing nest materials to the nest. Last year the waxwings built a nest just a few trees away from where they we!

 re buil

ding today. What a place to nest! Food and lodging all in one place. I checked my Stokes book when I got home and they said waxwings will often take nest materials from other bird's nests. That's the first time I've noticed it.  A few trees further on south has an Orchard Oriole's nest in it. Saw the female enter on 5/24.   Also a Yellow-breasted Chat was singing in the area...same as last year.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080621/0b81f782/attachment-0001.htm

From betuana at hotmail.com  Fri Jun 20 23:41:32 2008

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Fri Jun 20 23:42:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park - Barn Swallow Nest

In-Reply-To: <13518.36215.qm@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <062020081805.16394.485BF174000C33370000400A22070032019D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>


<13518.36215.qm@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <BAY139-W9A08DE81DF6892C30876AA7A40@phx.gbl>

Not sure if the nest everyone is referring to is the one in the rafters of the shelter in the SE overlooking the prairie, but as of about 8pm this evening the swallows were still flying in and feeding at least 3 chicks in the nest - we've seen them doing so for the past few days when we walk there between 7 and 8 pm - lots of droppings under the nest, and the swallows will fly right in if people are in there (as long as the people aren't moving much.)

So, that nest at least still seems to be occupied and active...

On a related note, the swallow house immediately to the north of the shelter that the tree swallows have been in had the front panel gaping open several inches this evening - I didn't check the box, and do not know if there was a nest in there, but something or someone was definitely messing with it....

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________

The other season of giving begins 6/24/08. Check out the i?m Talkathon.

http://www.imtalkathon.com?source=TXT_EML_WLH_SeasonOfGiving

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080620/e4cc8ecd/attachment.htm

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Jun 21 08:14:29 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Jun 21 08:15:11 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park - Barn Swallow Nest

In-Reply-To: <BAY139-W9A08DE81DF6892C30876AA7A40@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <320514.96884.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Beth Kennedy said:

"On a related note, the swallow house immediately to the north of the shelter that the tree swallows have been in had the front panel gaping open several inches this evening - I didn't check the box, and do not know if there was a nest in there, but something or someone was definitely messing with it...."

I think Charlene Anchor intentionally left that nest box open to discourage the House Sparrows.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Fri, 6/20/08, Beth Kennedy <betuana@hotmail.com> wrote:

> From: Beth Kennedy <betuana@hotmail.com>

> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park - Barn Swallow Nest

> To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Date: Friday, June 20, 2008, 11:41 PM

> Not sure if the nest everyone is referring to is the one in

> the rafters of the shelter in the SE overlooking the

> prairie, but as of about 8pm this evening the swallows were

> still flying in and feeding at least 3 chicks in the nest -

> we've seen them doing so for the past few days when we

> walk there between 7 and 8 pm - lots of droppings under the

> nest, and the swallows will fly right in if people are in

> there (as long as the people aren't moving much.)

> 

> So, that nest at least still seems to be occupied and

> active...

> 

> On a related note, the swallow house immediately to the

> north of the shelter that the tree swallows have been in

> had the front panel gaping open several inches this evening

> - I didn't check the box, and do not know if there was a

> nest in there, but something or someone was definitely

> messing with it....

> 

> -Beth Kennedy

> betuana@hotmail.com

> 

> 

> _________________________________________________________________

> The other season of giving begins 6/24/08. Check out the

> i?m Talkathon.

> http://www.imtalkathon.com?source=TXT_EML_WLH_SeasonOfGiving_______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Sat Jun 21 12:24:52 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Sat Jun 21 12:25:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park - Barn Swallow Nest

Message-ID: <062120081724.24285.485D39640009F28600005EDD22058860149D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part --------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: Beth Kennedy <betuana@hotmail.com>

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park - Barn Swallow Nest

Date: Sat, 21 Jun 2008 04:42:39 +0000

Size: 685

Url: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080621/f56f760d/attachment.eml

From smithsje at egix.net  Sat Jun 21 15:10:58 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sat Jun 21 14:47:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sat., June 21

Message-ID: <E1KA8Y4-0003z7-47@mail2.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Two Black-necked Stilts east edge of Ogden, on south side of 150.  1:45 pm.   Earlier report had them on north side.  Farm ponds on either side of road.  Also present were two Mallards, and many Killdeer.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-06-21

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Jun 23 08:34:00 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Jun 23 08:36:03 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park - Barn Swallow Nest

In-Reply-To: <062120081724.24285.485D39640009F28600005EDD22058860149D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90256@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

The Swallows were flying to the rafter nest Sunday morning... (and there

were droppings on the floor:-))

I didn't see a lot of species, but saw:

Female B. Oriole

Pair of Bluebirds on nesting box, both with mouthfuls of insects

Male Yellow Warbler

Ruby throat Hummingbird

...Tree Swallows, Barn Swallows, Goldfinches, Field & Song Sparrows,

etc...

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

ckanchor@comcast.net

Sent: Saturday, June 21, 2008 12:25 PM

To: Beth Kennedy; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park - Barn Swallow Nest

Beth,

Really appreciate your message. That was the box that was being referred

to and I'm most relieved to learn that the swallow nestlings are still

safe in their nest. It's easy to jump to a conclusion when a male House

Sparrow is sitting there.  I have seen them interfer with swallow nests

in the past. I was there on the 19th early in the morning. I couldn't

see any nestlings, everything was quiet except for the adult swallows

which were being noisy...even then didn't see the nestlings. I also

cleaned off the deck of the overlook at the same time. So, if there are

lots of droppings since then, everything must be proceeding as it should

be.

Regarding the nest box to the north of the Overlook...I dropped the door

entirely down so that it would be open and hopefully discourage the

House Sparrow from further looking at it. Apparently someone put the

door back up and it is not entirely closed. I will have to put a note on

it so that it will be left alone.  If you should see House Sparrows

there in the future I would appreciate knowing about it. Thanks.....If I

sound paranoid about House Sparrows it's because I am.

Charlene Anchor


-------------- Original message -------------- 


From: Beth Kennedy <betuana@hotmail.com> 


Not sure if the nest everyone is referring to is the one in the

rafters of the shelter in the SE overlooking the prairie, but as of

about 8pm this evening the swallows were still flying in and feeding at

least 3 chicks in the nest - we've seen them doing so for the past few

days when we walk there between 7 and 8 pm - lots of droppings under the

nest, and the swallows will fly right in if people are in there (as long

as the people aren't moving much.)


So, that nest at least still seems to be occupied and active...


On a related note, the swallow house immediately to the north of

the shelter that the tree swallows have been in had the front panel

gaping open several inches this evening - I didn't check the box, and do

not know if there was a nest in there, but something or someone was

definitely messing with it....


-Beth Kennedy


betuana@hotmail.com

________________________________


The other season of giving begins 6/24/08. Check out the i'm

Talkathon. Check it out!

<http://www.imtalkathon.com/?source=TXT_EML_WLH_SeasonOfGiving>  

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080623/6dbfbabf/attachment.htm

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Jun 23 08:53:55 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Jun 23 08:54:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bobwhite calling at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <616782.51945.qm@web65713.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Don't know if anyone had reported Northern Bobwhite at Meadowbrook recently.  My wife and I heard one calling in the middle of the main (east) prairie at Meadowbrook this morning between 5:30 and 5:45.   There may have been a second one in the western extension of the prairie (although the first one could have moved).  When I walked back through that area after 6:00, I couldn't hear it any more.

Roger Digges

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080623/5c4181f1/attachment.htm

From regehr5 at aol.com  Mon Jun 23 18:38:21 2008

From: regehr5 at aol.com (regehr5@aol.com)

Date: Mon Jun 23 18:38:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Moorman Swine Research Farm

Message-ID: <8CAA3A15B5EFB85-16B8-34D@WEBMAIL-MA07.sysops.aol.com>

Birdnotes:? The buildings at the old Moorman Swine Farms are being demolished. Yesterday

(Sunday), I drove through and saw a mockingbird sitting on the rubble.

???? Last year a mockingbird family was seen there.? If there is a nest there now, I hope it's

ahead of the surrounding destruction.

??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? Elaine

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080623/a9fb9e09/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Mon Jun 23 21:11:33 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Mon Jun 23 21:12:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park - Barn Swallow Nest

Message-ID: <062420080211.18309.486057D4000B91670000478522028887449D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

When I put my sign up I checked out the swallows. They were very low in the nest. It may be that there will be deck poop for two weeks :-)

Charlene Anchor

P.S. Bluebirds are feeding young ones

-------------- Original message -------------- 

From: "Vaiden, Robert" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu> 

The Swallows were flying to the rafter nest Sunday morning… (and there were droppings on the floorJ)

I didn’t see a lot of species, but saw:

Female B. Oriole

Pair of Bluebirds on nesting box, both with mouthfuls of insects

Male Yellow Warbler

Ruby throat Hummingbird

…Tree Swallows, Barn Swallows, Goldfinches, Field & Song Sparrows, etc…

Bob Vaiden

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of ckanchor@comcast.net

Sent: Saturday, June 21, 2008 12:25 PM

To: Beth Kennedy; birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park - Barn Swallow Nest

Beth,

Really appreciate your message. That was the box that was being referred to and I'm most relieved to learn that the swallow nestlings are still safe in their nest. It's easy to jump to a conclusion when a male House Sparrow is sitting there.  I have seen them interfer with swallow nests in the past. I was there on the 19th early in the morning. I couldn't see any nestlings, everything was quiet except for the adult swallows which were being noisy...even then didn't see the nestlings. I also cleaned off the deck of the overlook at the same time. So, if there are lots of droppings since then, everything must be proceeding as it should be.

Regarding the nest box to the north of the Overlook...I dropped the door entirely down so that it would be open and hopefully discourage the House Sparrow from further looking at it. Apparently someone put the door back up and it is not entirely closed. I will have to put a note on it so that it will be left alone.  If you should see House Sparrows there in the future I would appreciate knowing about it. Thanks.....If I sound paranoid about House Sparrows it's because I am.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- Original message -------------- 

From: Beth Kennedy <betuana@hotmail.com> 

Not sure if the nest everyone is referring to is the one in the rafters of the shelter in the SE overlooking the prairie, but as of about 8pm this evening the swallows were still flying in and feeding at least 3 chicks in the nest - we've seen them doing so for the past few days when we walk there between 7 and 8 pm - lots of droppings under the nest, and the swallows will fly right in if people are in there (as long as the people aren't moving much.)

So, that nest at least still seems to be occupied and active...

On a related note, the swallow house immediately to the north of the shelter that the tree swallows have been in had the front panel gaping open several inches this evening - I didn't check the box, and do not know if there was a nest in there, but something or someone was definitely messing with it....

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

The other season of giving begins 6/24/08. Check out the i’m Talkathon. Check it out! 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080624/ba0fbf12/attachment.htm

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Thu Jun 26 20:35:17 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Thu Jun 26 20:35:22 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] more Black-necked Stilts

Message-ID: <20080626203517.BHE99228@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

John and I were scouting the route for my Breeding Bird Survey, which begins South of Allerton Park and runs down to Lake Shelbyville. For those who may not know, this involves beginning said route about 4am and stopping every 1/2 mile to listen and record bird species and numbers for 3 minutes at each stop. Just as I suspected,and the reason we were scouting, is that a crucial bridge over the West Okaw River is completely under water. This cuts us off from about 4 stops. Don't know how to deal with that, but we will do the best we can.

Giving up and heading home we looked for the shortest way north from Sullivan and choose 1300 E in Moultry County. As we approached 2500 N, we saw extensive water on both sides of the road. Stopping for a close look, we saw 5 Black-necked Stilts! They are appearing everywhere in numbers. I wonder why?

Beth Chato

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Jun 27 09:34:50 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Jun 27 09:35:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] =?utf-8?q?Major_evolutionary_study_rewrites_bird_?=

 =?utf-8?b?4oCYdHJlZSBvZiBsaWZl4oCZ?=

Message-ID: <493331.49963.qm@web57101.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

"For more than five years, the Early Bird Project has been examining DNA from all major living groups of birds...The study?s results are so broad that the scientific names of dozens of birds will have to be changed, and biology textbooks and birdwatchers? field guides will have to be revised."

More at:

http://news.ufl.edu/2008/06/26/bird-evolution/

Bernie Sloan

Bloomington

From regehr5 at aol.com  Sun Jun 29 14:06:09 2008

From: regehr5 at aol.com (regehr5@aol.com)

Date: Sun Jun 29 14:23:09 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Dickcissels

Message-ID: <8CAA83252D6A262-12FC-5AF6@Webmail-mg13.sim.aol.com>

Birdnoters:? Dickcissels were calling this AM along the gravel road to Riverbend Forest Preserve.

South of Mahomet, turn west off 47 heading toward the gravel pit.

?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? Elaine

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080629/90643195/attachment.htm

From mshaw2 at uiuc.edu  Sun Jun 29 16:21:18 2008

From: mshaw2 at uiuc.edu (Merrily Shaw)

Date: Sun Jun 29 16:21:10 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lost Cockatoo--St. Joe

Message-ID: <p06240800c48dacdff849@[192.168.1.3]>

A little off subject, but if seen in St. Joe or environs please 

contact the owner. Thanks.

"Casper" a Lesser Sulfer Crested Cockatoo flew from home, 403 Stout 

St, St Joseph; at 3:00PM Sunday June 29.

Anyone seeing her, please call Theresa Schafroth at 217-469-2593.

-- 

Merrily Shaw

Assistant to the Director

Russian and East European Center

104 International Studies Building

910 S Fifth Street

Champaign, IL 61820

phone: 217-244-4721

fax: 217-333-1582

email: mshaw2@uiuc.edu

