From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Sat Mar  1 08:50:22 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Sat Mar  1 08:51:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring in Mode

Message-ID: <00e401c87bab$943f7570$7958b0d8@DELL>

I was glad to see February go, but yesterday in Mode the bird world seemed alive and awaiting spring.  

When I was out at dawn my first greeting was from a rufous-sided towhee inviting me to tea.  It was so beautiful in the clear air after the snow storm the night before.  The cardinals, titmouse, chickadees, and Carolina wrens were chattering loudly also.  As the day wore on and the snow melted, I looked out and the field was alive with robins.  They were my first ones this year I had in a group.  I could hear the geese and ducks down in the flooded Kaskaskia bottom.  I recognized pintail calls, Canada Geese, and mallards and can bet there were many more.  It is too muddy to try to get down there right now but I may figure out a way today.  

The end of the day in the dark of night I heard Snow Geese going over.  Their calls in spring always sound so hyper and excited.  A barred owl hooted, and although I waited to hear a woodcock, I finally had to give up and go to bed.  

How I love the excitement of spring in the bird world.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net
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From smithsje at egix.net  Sat Mar  1 09:20:19 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sat Mar  1 09:21:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] feeder bird list

Message-ID: <200803011521.m21FLSxX009652@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Birders,

The following is a list of the maximum number of birds observed at any one time during the last two days of 

February, 2008. 

Cooper's Hawk               1

Mourning Dove


  34

Red-headed Woodpecker 1

Red-bellied Woodpecker  2

Downy Woodpecker        3

Blue Jay





6

Crow






1

Carolina Chickadee


1

Tuffed Titmouse

         5

Red-breasted Nuthatch    1

White-breasted Nuthach   1

Carolina Wren



 2

Starling                        25

American Tree Sparrow  41

Song Sparrow                1

White-throated Sparrow    1

Junco






14
 

Cardinal





11

Cowbird





   13

House Finch




 12

Goldfinch





29

House Sparrow



50

Regulars missing from the list are Hairy Woodpecker, Common Grackle, and Red-winged blackbird.

The Cooper's Hawks kept feeder birds riled up.  We had more than one, a mature male and immature female

but never at the same time.  .  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-01

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Mar  1 10:22:36 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Mar  1 10:22:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring is here !

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D9427DD24@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I spent a little time this morning at Meadowbrook, the Forestry and South Arb.  There's alot of birds on the move today.   I had about 10 Killdeer flying overhead to go along with the 1 Woodcock I flushed at Meadowbrook.   There is a 2nd, migratory Saw-whet that has joined the wintering Saw-whet -- they were a scant 50 feet apart from each other.  A third Long-eared has now joined the two wintering Long-eareds.  I had several flocks of Ring-billed Gulls flying overhead along with a group of 3 Herring Gulls.  Lots of Red-winged Blackbirds.  There were 3 White-fronted Geese on the 1st Street pond along with a Pintail.  Several flocks of Canada Geese way up in the stratosphere heading straight North. Song Sparrows singing everywhere.  It was a very nice morning.  There should be a lot of new stuff around tomorrow morning with Southerly winds going on all day and overnight.  Hope to see some of you at the first Busey Woods Bird Walk of the season tomorrow morning at 7:30am!  It should be a nice day for our first walk.

Greg Lambeth

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Sat Mar  1 14:42:38 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Sat Mar  1 14:43:16 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] spring at Riverbend

Message-ID: <20080301144238.BCV38287@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

As I drove to Riverbend this morning, I saw several red-winged blackbirds setting up singing posts along the highway. I was greeted at Riverbend  by singing cardinals, Carolina wrens, and bluebirds. Chickadees and woodpeckers were calling and courting. Overhead were strings of Canada and white-fronted geese, as well as ring-billed gulls, and killdeer.The portion of the lake across from the pavilion had a good stretch of open water. Scanning it, I found 4 goldeneye, 2 gadwall, 6 pintail, 2 canvasback, 2 female lesser scaup, and lots of mallards. Checking out the hundreds of geese on the ice edge, I found at maybe 50 Canadas, at least 4 cackling, about 300 white-fronts, and one very strange goose which was probably some sort of hybrid. It had the pink bill and white face patch of the white-front; but the head was mottled and at least one cheek had the dark cresent of a Canada.Its back was white, and the primaries black. The chest was gray. Later I found another open patch with!

  m!

any more Canada geese. I hiked to the back lake (Sunset?), but found it completely frozen. Did hear a pileated woodpecker along the way.

Beth Chato

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sat Mar  1 15:20:02 2008

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sat Mar  1 15:20:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Common redpoll

Message-ID: <cd9.2643e8a6.34fb2282@aol.com>

Had my first Common redpoll yesterday on my thistle  feeder.  There were a 

pair of them this afternoon.  First I have seen  in Central Illinois.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

**************Ideas to please picky eaters. Watch video on AOL Living.      

(http://living.aol.com/video/how-to-please-your-picky-eater/rachel-campos-duffy/

2050827?NCID=aolcmp00300000002598)
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From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Sat Mar  1 19:12:49 2008

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Sat Mar  1 19:13:50 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring is here

Message-ID: <c0a.2deae8a7.34fb5911@aol.com>

While at Kennekuk Park today, talking with the Security Guard.  A small flock 

of Sandhill Cranes flew over ( 2:45 PM) . 

                                                    Bud Lewsader

**************Ideas to please picky eaters. Watch video on AOL Living.      

(http://living.aol.com/video/how-to-please-your-picky-eater/rachel-campos-duffy/

2050827?NCID=aolcmp00300000002598)
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From tkovacs at uiuc.edu  Sat Mar  1 19:35:50 2008

From: tkovacs at uiuc.edu (Thomas Kovacs)

Date: Sat Mar  1 19:36:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring has sprung

Message-ID: <p06240800c3efb37908f3@[192.168.1.66]>

Great Blue Herons are back at Heron Park rookery, with many 

Red-Winged Blackbirds all around.

At least a dozen Blue Birds at Kennekuk.

Tom Kovacs

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Mar  2 10:05:36 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Mar  2 10:05:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Birds Bird Walk (3/02)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882D96507498@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

We had about 20 birders this morning for the first Busey Bird walk of the year.  There were relatively few birds in the woods, but there was quite a bit of movement overhead.  By my count, we had 30 species for the morning.  Here's a species list with numbers for some of the species:

Snow Goose   55

Canada Goose

Mallard

Pintail   6

Wood Duck   5

Cooper's Hawk

Harrier   1

Killdeer      15

Ring-billed Gull  4

Rock Dove

Mourning Dove

Belted Kingfisher

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Hairy Woodpecker

Downy Woodpecker

Eastern Phoebe    1

Blue Jay

American Crow

Black-capped Chickadee

White-breasted Nuthatch

Carolina Wren  (1, finally, at Crystal Lake)

Eastern Bluebird (flyover)

American Robin   30

Starling

Northern Cardinal

Dark-eyed Junco

Red-winged Blackbird

Common Grackle

American Goldfinch

House Sparrow

Greg Lambeth

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Mar  2 12:23:02 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Mar  2 12:23:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Signs of Spring stuff, installment umpteen

Message-ID: <30ec30250803021023y30f695f5o6abedb758e42baa1@mail.gmail.com>

Just had a female cardinal perched on the feeder pole getting fed by the

male.  Notably, there's plenty of room at the feeder stations, so this

behavior obviously is generated by the season, rather than any difficulty in

getting to food.  Indeed, the two birds shortly thereafter perched

themselves on opposite sides of the feeder, munching away.  They seem to be

going back and forth between self-feeding and courtship feeding.  It'll be

interesting to see if I can figure out where they build their nest, as

cardinals seem pretty adept at hiding even their first nests of the season.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Sun Mar  2 13:14:55 2008

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Sun Mar  2 13:15:40 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] waterfowl at River Bend FP 2 March

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080302130734.044e81e0@mail.millikin.edu>

Between 10 and 11:30 this morning, Dave Enstrom, Linda Larson, and I saw 

the following at River Bend:

Snow Goose - 2 or 3 flocks of 50-100 birds arrived while we watched

Canada Goose

G White-fronted Goose - 50 on ice and in open water when we arrived - 

several flocks of 50-60 arrived later

Am Wigeon

Gadwall

Canvasback - male

L Scaup - 100 or more

Ring-necked Duck

Green-winged Teal

Am Black Duck - a pair

C Goldeneye

Mallard

N Pintail - 20-30 arrived while we watched

N Harrier - female

Sharp-shinned Hawk - adult

Am Kestrel

Red-tailed Hawk

Am Robin

Killdeer

The best vantage point to observe the birds was from the east-west entrance 

road off of Rt 47.

Ray

Urbana

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sun Mar  2 17:32:40 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sun Mar  2 17:33:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] waterfowl at River Bend FP 2 March

In-Reply-To: <5.2.0.9.2.20080302130734.044e81e0@mail.millikin.edu>

References: <5.2.0.9.2.20080302130734.044e81e0@mail.millikin.edu>

Message-ID: <f6edc8d89aa4.47cae4b8@insightbb.com>

I was at Riverbend for awhile today as well....checking out the bluebird environment. A vivid and beautiful male was singing lustily on one of the boxes. How will a female be able to resist?? Another box was filled with droppings so they have been roosting. Heard more singing from elsewhere so things are looking promising :-)

Would add to the waterfowl list....Coots and Red-headed Ducks. Lots and lots of waterfowl overhead, coming and going. Would think the numbers and diversity are going to be varying.

At Lincoln and I 74 about 4 pm saw 30 Turkey Vultures soaring over.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "Ray F. Boehmer" <rboehmer@mail.millikin.edu>

Date: Sunday, March 2, 2008 13:15

Subject: [Birdnotes] waterfowl at River Bend FP 2 March

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Between 10 and 11:30 this morning, Dave Enstrom, Linda Larson, 

> and I saw 

> the following at River Bend:

> 

> Snow Goose - 2 or 3 flocks of 50-100 birds arrived while we watched

> Canada Goose

> G White-fronted Goose - 50 on ice and in open water when we 

> arrived - 

> several flocks of 50-60 arrived later

> Am Wigeon

> Gadwall

> Canvasback - male

> L Scaup - 100 or more

> Ring-necked Duck

> Green-winged Teal

> Am Black Duck - a pair

> C Goldeneye

> Mallard

> N Pintail - 20-30 arrived while we watched

> 

> N Harrier - female

> Sharp-shinned Hawk - adult

> Am Kestrel

> Red-tailed Hawk

> Am Robin

> Killdeer

> 

> The best vantage point to observe the birds was from the east-

> west entrance 

> road off of Rt 47.

> 

> Ray

> Urbana

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sun Mar  2 17:48:01 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sun Mar  2 17:48:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Woodcock

Message-ID: <fcaeade7b822.47cae851@insightbb.com>

Almost forgot...heard a Woodcock at Riverbend.

Charlene Anchor
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From smithsje at egix.net  Sun Mar  2 20:21:58 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sun Mar  2 20:23:27 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Heron Park birds

Message-ID: <200803030223.m232N9uQ015874@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

The following birds were observed at Heron Park this afternoon.

Canada geese

an immature Trumpeter Swan

5 Gadwall

a few Mallards

Several flocks of unidentified ducks

7 great-blue herons at the rookery

Turkey Vultures, not counted

Adult Bald Eagle

at least 3 Red-Tailed Hawks

Four flocks of migrating Sandhill Cranes

Killdeer

Rind-billed Gull

Kingfisher

Red-headed Woodpecker

Blue Jay

Crow

1 TREE SWALLOW, (Early ??)

Song Sparrow

Swamp Sparrow

Red-winged Blackbird

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-02

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Mar  3 06:57:24 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Mar  3 06:57:50 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Woodcocks displaying at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <248396.72482.qm@web65704.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Woodcocks were out in full force this morning, despite the occasional driving rain.  Cathy and I heard "peents" and wing "twittering" from seven different locations at Meadowbrook, and, at one point, could hear 3 different birds displaying simultaneously.  From northeast of the Prairie Play area, we heard one off in the distance west of Douglas Creek, one just southwest of us and one almost directly overhead.  From the southeast corner of the park, we could hear one in the prairie northwest of us, and one slightly to our southeast.  From just east of the southwest corner of the park, we could hear one north of us and one south.  We also saw both the birds in the southwest (it was getting lighter by then) and the one west of Prairie Play (the streetlights helped).  So there were at least three and possibly as many as seven birds displaying this morning.  Despite the rain, a wonderful sound1

Roger Digges    

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Mar  3 10:41:09 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Mar  3 10:43:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey Vultures

In-Reply-To: <f6edc8d89aa4.47cae4b8@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90186@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

A least a couple of Turkey Vultures over east Urbana Sunday...1 near

Solo Cup, 1 over Weaver...

First Snowdrops bloomed on Saturday, March 1st.

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

ckanchor@insightbb.com

Sent: Sunday, March 02, 2008 5:33 PM

To: Ray F. Boehmer

Cc: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] waterfowl at River Bend FP 2 March

I was at Riverbend for awhile today as well....checking out the bluebird

environment. A vivid and beautiful male was singing lustily on one of

the boxes. How will a female be able to resist?? Another box was filled

with droppings so they have been roosting. Heard more singing from

elsewhere so things are looking promising :-)

Would add to the waterfowl list....Coots and Red-headed Ducks. Lots and

lots of waterfowl overhead, coming and going. Would think the numbers

and diversity are going to be varying.

At Lincoln and I 74 about 4 pm saw 30 Turkey Vultures soaring over.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "Ray F. Boehmer" <rboehmer@mail.millikin.edu>

Date: Sunday, March 2, 2008 13:15

Subject: [Birdnotes] waterfowl at River Bend FP 2 March

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Between 10 and 11:30 this morning, Dave Enstrom, Linda Larson, 

> and I saw 

> the following at River Bend:

> 

> Snow Goose - 2 or 3 flocks of 50-100 birds arrived while we watched

> Canada Goose

> G White-fronted Goose - 50 on ice and in open water when we 

> arrived - 

> several flocks of 50-60 arrived later

> Am Wigeon

> Gadwall

> Canvasback - male

> L Scaup - 100 or more

> Ring-necked Duck

> Green-winged Teal

> Am Black Duck - a pair

> C Goldeneye

> Mallard

> N Pintail - 20-30 arrived while we watched

> 

> N Harrier - female

> Sharp-shinned Hawk - adult

> Am Kestrel

> Red-tailed Hawk

> Am Robin

> Killdeer

> 

> The best vantage point to observe the birds was from the east-

> west entrance 

> road off of Rt 47.

> 

> Ray

> Urbana

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Mar  3 10:45:43 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Mar  3 10:47:10 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90186@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90187@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

There was a Harrier circling over Meadowbrook Saturday morning about

10...

Another small hawk\falcon was also there...just couldn't see it well

since it was between me and the Sun.  Smaller than a Coopers Hawk...

Bob Vaiden
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From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Mon Mar  3 20:41:19 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Mon Mar  3 20:38:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Oh for Spring again

Message-ID: <00b801c87da1$3a8b1820$3558b0d8@DELL>

Today it seemed like I heard Killdeer calling from every direction and turkey vultures soaring every place I went.  New guys at my feeders this evening were two splendid Fox Sparrows just scratching up a storm and a couple White-Crowned Sparrows to join the White-Throats that have been there all winter.  Birds covered every inch of my feeding area, and it is a large area.  They do know when bad weather is coming.  I so hope everyone survives the ice which we are getting at this moment and then the snow that is probably to follow.  

I laid in a good supply of bird food, people food, and animal food today, in case.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue Mar  4 10:41:49 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue Mar  4 10:42:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] LBJs

Message-ID: <30ec30250803040841i4ca03d68r7ac9db64f830965d@mail.gmail.com>

Yesterday morning there were three sparrows foraging a ways out in the back

yard.  Couldn't get many good looks at them -- they were keeping their heads

down searching for food.  From the crown I thought they might be

white-throateds, but then I got some glimpses of their throats and chests.

I suspect they were song sparrows; don't think I'd seen any before in our

yard.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Tue Mar  4 11:16:07 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Tue Mar  4 11:16:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] LBJs

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250803040841i4ca03d68r7ac9db64f830965d@mail.gmail.com>

References: <30ec30250803040841i4ca03d68r7ac9db64f830965d@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <fd2ebbd1a5ec.47cd2f77@insightbb.com>

I will get a few Song and Fox sparrows in my yard during migration...but not many. This weekend when I was checking things at Riverbend I ran into a couple of groups of Song Sparrows and a couple of Fox Sparrows. 

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Brian Threlkeld <threlkster@gmail.com>

Date: Tuesday, March 4, 2008 10:42

Subject: [Birdnotes] LBJs

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Yesterday morning there were three sparrows foraging a ways out 

> in the back

> yard.  Couldn't get many good looks at them -- they were 

> keeping their heads

> down searching for food.  From the crown I thought they 

> might be

> white-throateds, but then I got some glimpses of their throats 

> and chests.

> I suspect they were song sparrows; don't think I'd seen any 

> before in our

> yard.

> 

> 

> ___________________

> Brian Threlkeld

> 107 E Michigan Ave

> Urbana IL  61801-5027

> 

> 217-384-5164

> abt5@columbia.edu

> 
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From smithsje at egix.net  Tue Mar  4 14:17:14 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Tue Mar  4 14:44:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <200803042018.m24KISLi030799@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

First of the season bird at feeder this am; Towhee along with a hundred or so each of 

Red-wings, Grackles and Cowbirds.   

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-04

From smithsje at egix.net  Tue Mar  4 15:23:48 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Tue Mar  4 15:25:28 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Early Tree Swallow

Message-ID: <200803042125.m24LP2pT012546@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

The Tree Swallow that was at Heron Park on Sunday afternoon, March 2, 2008, is possibly a new 

record for an early arrival in Illinois.  Bohlen writes in " The Birds of Illinois", that the earliest arrivals

of this specie is March 6, 1986, of two birds at Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge.  

Do any of you Birders have any opinions about this? 

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-04

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue Mar  4 15:50:30 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Tue Mar  4 15:50:46 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Early Tree Swallow

In-Reply-To: <200803042125.m24LP2pT012546@outbound-mta.egix.net>

References: <200803042125.m24LP2pT012546@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0E9249D7@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Jim:

I think Keith McMullen or Kevin Richmond reported a Tree Swallow in Southern Illinois a few days ago on IBET, but I monitor IBET via the web so I can't go back and find the post.  Can someone go back through their email and look for this record?

Bohlen's book was published awhile ago -- I'd have to go through back issues of the Meadowlark and look at Tree Swallow records -- I'm not sure when the Meadowlark started being published, but I'm thinking there is a pretty significant gap between the date of publication for Bohlen's book and the start of the Meadowlark.  I'm thinking that North American Birds would be the best place to look during that interval -- I can dig through some back issues if nobody has a better idea.

My favorite Tree Swallow sighting was several years ago on the Clinton Lake CBC around December 16th -- Bryan Guarente and I watched one sailing over the frozen sedimentation ponds for about 30 minutes.

Greg Lambeth

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Jim & Eleanor Smith

Sent: Tuesday, March 04, 2008 3:24 PM

To: Bird Notes

Subject: [Birdnotes] Early Tree Swallow

Hello, Bird,

The Tree Swallow that was at Heron Park on Sunday afternoon, March 2, 2008, is possibly a new

record for an early arrival in Illinois.  Bohlen writes in " The Birds of Illinois", that the earliest arrivals

of this specie is March 6, 1986, of two birds at Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge.

Do any of you Birders have any opinions about this?

Best regards.

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-04

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From smithsje at egix.net  Tue Mar  4 15:28:17 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Tue Mar  4 15:59:09 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Early Tree Swallow

Message-ID: <200803042129.m24LTVG4015952@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

The Tree Swallow that was at Heron Park on Sunday afternoon, March 2, 2008, is possibly a new 

record for an early arrival of this specie in Illinois.  Bohlen states in, "The Birds of Ilinois", is 

March 6, 1986, at Crab Orchard National Wildlife Refuge".

Does anyone have an opinion about this? 

bohlen

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-04

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Thu Mar  6 10:30:36 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Thu Mar  6 15:51:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250803040841i4ca03d68r7ac9db64f830965d@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9018D@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Birds at the feeder this morning included:

small flock of Juncos...

few Mourning Doves...

Song Sparrow...

White-throated Sparrow...

and the local Cardinals...

Bob Vaiden 

-------------- next part --------------
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Wed Mar  5 09:31:35 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Thu Mar  6 15:54:04 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] beautiful at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080305092945.01eb87c0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Blue sky. white snow, red cardinals, singing song sparrows, robins foraging 

on crabapples--wonderful moring!

From threlkster at gmail.com  Thu Mar  6 00:06:20 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Thu Mar  6 16:14:24 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard

Message-ID: <30ec30250803052206o2ef69496x82add928fe4f22eb@mail.gmail.com>

About 7:00 Wednesday morning, a robin perched for a few seconds on our

feeder pole.  First time I've seen one around the house in quite a few

months, I think.

Other visitors were more common faces:  Cardinals, house finches, juncos,

downy woodpecker, and HOSP.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Thu Mar  6 11:31:41 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Thu Mar  6 16:33:17 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <4310.36499.qm@web82607.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

There was a single Pied-billed Grebe on the lake today.

  Had a Fox Sparrow at my feeders today.

  Had 37+ Robins under 1 tree in St. Joe this morning.  ( I had to move on for another car or could have probably counted more.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080306/75247262/attachment.htm

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Mar  6 12:13:19 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Mar  6 16:33:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crows in Danville

Message-ID: <496627.72313.qm@web57112.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Just ran across the following brief video about crows wintering in Danville:

  http://www.news-gazette.com/special/video/danville_crows/

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.

-------------- next part --------------
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From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Thu Mar  6 21:13:52 2008

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Thu Mar  6 21:14:23 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] CNN.com: Pesky buzzards

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080306211326.022d2b38@mail.kspei.com>

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part --------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Mar  6 23:31:25 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Mar  6 23:31:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Forest Preserve at Lake of the Woods

In-Reply-To: <6.0.1.1.2.20080305092945.01eb87c0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <6.0.1.1.2.20080305092945.01eb87c0@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0803062308250.25591@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

My first robin this Spring was in a tree at the edge of the Farm Bureau 

Parking Lot(Master Naturalist/Master Gardener) office on Country Fair Drive.

On the way over to Mahomet I saw lots of geese along Rising Road.

After drinking a terrific Chocolate Milkshake, in Mahomet, (served with 

the stainless steel mixing cup), and a heavenly, organic carrot cake,

I drove on over to Lake of the Woods.

As the Chime Tower belted out the theme to the old tear jerker "Love 

Story" a male Northern Cardinal joined in.

A slough (roughly equaling a couple of flocks) of robins were feeding in 

the small new Conservation area nearby.

Also saw a mixed group of 4 deer near Elk's lake.

Spring must be getting closer.

Jim :)

On Wed, 5 Mar 2008, Helen Parker wrote:

> Blue sky. white snow, red cardinals, singing song sparrows, robins foraging 

> on crabapples--wonderful moring!

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From carrollc at inhs.uiuc.edu  Fri Mar  7 08:39:35 2008

From: carrollc at inhs.uiuc.edu (Connie Cunningham)

Date: Fri Mar  7 08:38:21 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Vermilion County birds

Message-ID: <200803071437.m27EbjD10435@forbes.inhs.uiuc.edu>

Hello!  Sorry for this late notice.  - my husband said he saw 4 

SANDHILL CRANES flying over the Middlefork Fish and Wildlife area 

Tuesday afternoon.  He also saw a WOODCOCK.  NORTHERN HARRIERS are 

commonly seen every day this past week on my way to and from work 

between Champaign and Vermilion counties.  We've had tons of 

BROWN-HEADED COWBIRDS at our feeder this week as well as several 

GRACKLES AND RED-WINGED BLACKBIRDS.  A friend of mine that lives on 

the Salt Fork River near Oakwood said they saw their first EASTERN 

MEADOWLARK also on Tuesday.

Connie Cunningham

-------------- next part --------------
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From jward199 at gmail.com  Fri Mar  7 09:33:33 2008

From: jward199 at gmail.com (Jane Ward)

Date: Fri Mar  7 09:34:04 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign County: Meadowbrook Pheasants

Message-ID: <d7bf839c0803070733n56f9d7efw39e8ce7f88941ec2@mail.gmail.com>

Yesterday evening after my class at the Illinois Natural History Survey, a

friend of mine who lives in Champaign took me to Meadowbrook. We walked the

paths and then stopped at the lookout structure. While gazing at some deer

out in the prairie grass, Ed noticed a fairly large bird flying low and then

disappearing into the grass. He didn't get a good look at it, but was pretty

sure it was not a hawk.  We kept looking for it to move again, and it did.

First one and then another Pheasant flew short distances in the grass.  One

of them then flew to a different spot and a third Pheasant flew away as he

landed.  As we were about to leave a fourth Pheasant in a different location

flew a short distance to a new spot in the grass.

We also saw about a dozen deer off in the distance, sparrows that I think

were American Tree Sparrows, but we didn't get a good look, a Downy

Woodpecker, a Red-bellied Woodpecker, many trilling Red-wings, a dozen or so

Robins, Crows, Cardinals (singing), and doves.  Many sounds of birds that I

don't recognize (I only recognize a few bird songs). The temp wasn't bad,

and the sun was out when we started, making it a pleasant walk.

After reading about the wildlife seen at Meadowbrook on the bird lists, I

was very pleased to have the opportunity to visit this little prairie oasis

in Champaign County.

-- 

Jane Ward

Peoria, Illinois

http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/

-------------- next part --------------
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From smithsje at egix.net  Fri Mar  7 20:59:40 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Fri Mar  7 21:01:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] cowbirds

Message-ID: <200803080300.m2830xVs010409@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

We had an estimated 200 cowbirds at our feeders this am. They didn't stay put long enough to get a good count.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-07

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Sun Mar  9 15:04:47 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Sun Mar  9 15:05:32 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Surprise feeder visitor

Message-ID: <20080309150447.BDD89519@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Yesterday morning about 6:30 am, I looked out at my feeders to see what needed filling. Something made me take a second look at a small bird head peeking around from the backside of mmy millet feeder. Maybe one of the smaller sparrows I thought. By the time I got my binoculars, the bird had come round to the front of the feeder where I could see it clearly. It was a Pine Warbler in spring plumage! After he left, I looked in Peterson's Warbler book; and found out that, while these birds are mainly insectivorous, in winter they will come to feeders and eat suet and seeds, including sunflower seed.I quickly added some fat to the edge of the millet feeder, but haven't seen him today.

I do still have more birds in my yard than we saw on this morning's quiet Busey walk. New at home today are a pair of White-breasted nuthatchs. I've had a pair of Red-breasted all winter. A Fox Sparrow was singing. He's been around for a day or so. I've had 6 or so White-throats all winter, a couple of juncos, a pair of downies and mourning doves, a few goldfinches, and 25 or so house sparrows. Some Cedar Waxwings dropped by on Friday. I had 4 pair of cardinals, but my occasionally cruising immature Cooper's Hawk nailed one of the males last week. A Red-tailed Hawk sailed by today as we were eating lunch.

Beth Chato

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Sun Mar  9 17:35:44 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Sun Mar  9 17:36:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Ducks

Message-ID: <870422.67639.qm@web82608.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Went to Mattoon today.  Took a drive around both lakes.  The ducks are on the way.  Mattoon Lake was covered on the North end.  There is no way to get to where they were to identify what all was there.  Where I could get to there was far less ducks. The only ones close enough to identify were - Lesser Scaup and Red-breasted Mergansers.  

-------------- next part --------------
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From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Mon Mar 10 10:57:07 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Mon Mar 10 10:57:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fairmount / Homer Lake

Message-ID: <483119.57423.qm@web82601.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Highlights

  Fairmount : 

  Snow Geese - 100's

  Greater White-fronted Geese - 100's

  Canada Geese

  Northern Pintail

  Green-winged Teal

  Gadwall 

  Mallard

  Redhead

  Hooded Merganser

  Eastern Meadowlarks

  Homer Lake:

  Hooded Mergansers

  Great Blue Herons - at least 6

  Ring-billed Gulls - 18 +

  Herring Gull ? - not my strength having done most of my birding in the desert and central IL - but it appears to be a 2nd year Herring Gull.

-------------- next part --------------
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From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Tue Mar 11 22:21:35 2008

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Tue Mar 11 22:22:28 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] South Farms this evening and etc.

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080311215543.00c476d8@mail.kspei.com>

Hello Birdnoters, I walked around the Moorman pig farm area and also near 

the dairy area.  Winter stills holds sway there, still 2 flocks of about 

30-40 White Crowned Sparrows, 40 American Tree Sparrows, 20 Dark Eyed 

Juncos, 12 Song Sparrows.  200 Mallards in the little vegetated pit next to 

the buildings, murmuring and quacking-it was nearly solid with 

Mallards.  Spring harbingers were Red-winged Blackbirds singing away and 

alarming at me.  A single Killdeer flew over, although I heard 2 flyover 

our parking lot nearby 3 weeks ago and saw 2 in Springfield March 2.  The 

second dark red Western Red Tailed Hawk was hanging out with one of the 

resident Eastern Red Tailed Hawk. (Second meaning Not the One that comes 

every winter)  They were perched together on one of the big power poles 

west of the dairy area.  Other birds were Starlings, pigeons, Crows, and 

Mourning Doves.  The ground was soft and muddy, and the lanes there are 

very soft.  Remnant snow lingers and there was a stiff sw wind.

American Kestrel pair have begun nesting in our south campus building 

vent.  The female may have started incubating already.  The male calls 

before entering vent and I have not seen her much in two days.  They nested 

in this vent 2 years ago and another last year.

This am I observed two Blue Jays out the kitchen window in 

Springfield.  One was carrying corn kernels and the other was carrying a 

large caterpillar chrysalid .  This Blue Jay flew around for some time with 

the chrysalid.  Rhetta Jack, Springfield and Champaign

From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Tue Mar 11 22:30:56 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Tue Mar 11 22:31:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] some recent photos

References: <5.2.0.9.2.20080311215543.00c476d8@mail.kspei.com>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF655937036911499298A@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

Hello Birdnoters, I was fortunate to make some close-up photos of chickadees, white-breasted nuthatches, titmouse, and red-headed woodpeckers. You may have a look.

http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/ <http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/> 

greetings

Ivan

p.s. on Sunday, I saw the first migratory bird in my back yard ? a fox sparrow ? very beautiful; too dark for a photo

From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue Mar 11 22:42:21 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue Mar 11 22:42:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Postal sighting

Message-ID: <30ec30250803112042u31d894c8q8167d55ed8f07e6d@mail.gmail.com>

Our copy of *The Meadowlark Messenger* finally arrived today.  The Postal

Service seems to have routed it with the migrating arctic terns.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From gentner at uiuc.edu  Wed Mar 12 08:35:36 2008

From: gentner at uiuc.edu (gentner@uiuc.edu)

Date: Wed Mar 12 08:46:24 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: fox sparrow

Message-ID: <20080312083536.BDH23750@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

(Ivan wrote)

p.s. on Sunday, I saw the first migratory bird in my back yard ? a fox sparrow ? very beautiful; too dark for a photo 

I had a beautiful Fox Sparrow in my feeder on Sun and Mon too!

Spring has sprung!  Also a couple of cow birds--both firsts for me!

Darcy Gentner

SE Urbana 

From smithsje at egix.net  Wed Mar 12 16:57:05 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed Mar 12 16:58:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] sandhill cranes

Message-ID: <200803122158.m2CLwUgH029262@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This morning while updating bluebird nest boxes at the Jordan Creek Wildlife Preserve, (near Rossville)

5 flocks of Sandhill Cranes flew over all going north.  We saw one herd of 49 deer and one wild turkey.  

The two Great-blue Heron rookeries that used to be there now appear abandoned.   

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-12

From threlkster at gmail.com  Fri Mar 14 10:44:01 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Mar 14 11:10:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Yardbirds

Message-ID: <30ec30250803140844ic298ad9p858cea4591c68508@mail.gmail.com>

A pair of robins were flitting around the big tulip poplar out front today.

I imagine they may be checking out potential nesting sites; robins have

nested in that tree before.

Saw another dark-eyed junco out back today.  Spring is coming, but winter is

not yet gone.

The online resource eNature has an interesting site on migration:

http://www.enature.com/birding/migration_home.asp

Clicking on a map of the United States accesses migration information

specific to various regions.  The regional pages have links for individual

bird species, accessing spring migration maps that show the winter range,

the migratory path, and average early arrival dates (based on many years of

data), when observers might expect to see the first wave of arrivals in a

particular area.  The coverage is far from exhaustive, but is readily

accessible, and may especially pique the interest of younger birders.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Mar 14 23:02:51 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Mar 14 23:02:52 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Birds at Dusk

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250803140844ic298ad9p858cea4591c68508@mail.gmail.com>

References: <30ec30250803140844ic298ad9p858cea4591c68508@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0803142254040.18330@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Stopped by Meadowbrook Park prior to the Grand Prairie Friends meeting 

tonight.

Saw several juncos, robins, etc tonight at dusk.

Saw one deer, standing in the prairie, listening to the people over by 

Prairie Play.

Also saw 8 pheasants (2 roosters and 6 hens in the penninsula area.

I felt like I might have broke up a potential fight.

Also saw raptor flying slowly into the wind.

Had the feeling that it might be a harrier.

Good birding.

Jim :)

On Fri, 14 Mar 2008, Brian Threlkeld wrote:

> A pair of robins were flitting around the big tulip poplar out front today.

> I imagine they may be checking out potential nesting sites; robins have

> nested in that tree before.

>

> Saw another dark-eyed junco out back today.  Spring is coming, but winter is

> not yet gone.

>

> The online resource eNature has an interesting site on migration:

>

> http://www.enature.com/birding/migration_home.asp

> Clicking on a map of the United States accesses migration information

> specific to various regions.  The regional pages have links for individual

> bird species, accessing spring migration maps that show the winter range,

> the migratory path, and average early arrival dates (based on many years of

> data), when observers might expect to see the first wave of arrivals in a

> particular area.  The coverage is far from exhaustive, but is readily

> accessible, and may especially pique the interest of younger birders.

>

> ___________________

> Brian Threlkeld

> 107 E Michigan Ave

> Urbana IL 61801-5027

>

> 217-384-5164

> abt5@columbia.edu

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy
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"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From neumando3530 at yahoo.com  Sat Mar 15 08:52:59 2008

From: neumando3530 at yahoo.com (Dorothy Neumann)

Date: Sat Mar 15 08:53:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] towhee

Message-ID: <507829.34677.qm@web31305.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

I saw a TOWHEE in my yard near downtown Urbana

Thursday; it was the first time I've had one in the

yard.  Are they migrating or will they stay?

Dorothy Neumann

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Never miss a thing.  Make Yahoo your home page. 

http://www.yahoo.com/r/hs

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sat Mar 15 09:03:41 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sat Mar 15 09:04:24 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] towhee

In-Reply-To: <507829.34677.qm@web31305.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

References: <507829.34677.qm@web31305.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <f31fbf67172ee.47db90ed@insightbb.com>

Dorothy and all,

I'm copying the  habitat needs from Bailey/Devore's "Birds of Illinois" guide:

"woodland edges; shrubby, abandoned fields; also forests with dense undergrowth and vine tangles, especially honeysuckle; pine plantations with dense understory in southern Illinois."

They stay and breed all over Illinois but I doubt if your backyard qualifies :-)

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Dorothy Neumann <neumando3530@yahoo.com>

Date: Saturday, March 15, 2008 8:53

Subject: [Birdnotes] towhee

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> I saw a TOWHEE in my yard near downtown Urbana

> Thursday; it was the first time I've had one in the

> yard.  Are they migrating or will they stay?

> 

> Dorothy Neumann

> 

> 

>       

> ____________________________________________________________________________________Never miss a thing.  Make Yahoo your home page. 

> http://www.yahoo.com/r/hs

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080315/8391b8bb/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sat Mar 15 09:22:19 2008

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sat Mar 15 09:22:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Recent Meadowbrook arrivals

Message-ID: <f4fad74117a04.47db954b@insightbb.com>

While scouting  for the woodcock walk on Monday eve, I saw an EASTERN PHOEBE on the ground, and just a little above, in the "walnut grove" area east of the metal building. It was flicking it's wings I assumed maybe in an effort to disturb some insects? On the night of the walk, Wednesday eve,  the woodcocks weren't singing but EASTERN MEADOWLARKS were in the direction of Clark Lindsey. Thursday morn I went out to wax the inner roofs of the boxes to try and deter paper wasps, since the birds don't like sharing their nestboxes with them. While on the south walk I saw a small Cooper's Hawk land along the creek. While watching I heard a familiar sound overhead--a TREE SWALLOW! Along the creek, south of Prairie Play, was a flock of 7, quiet, female RED-WING BLACKBIRDS sitting in a tree top. Back at the metal barn---the wide path south of it going east was wet with ponding water. Three RUSTY BLACKBIRDS were mucking about in the standing water, 2 males and 1 female. 

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080315/f691e608/attachment.htm

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Mar 15 12:21:48 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Mar 15 12:22:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 15 March

Message-ID: <30ec30250803151021v6c0fb87fsfceef51f48a3b9b7@mail.gmail.com>

Just saw two RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES at the suet and seed.  Haven't noticed

them for a few weeks (perhaps just because I'm not home at the right time of

day).  3 or 4 DARK-EYED JUNCOS were out there, along with some HOUSE FINCHES

and a couple HOSPs.  NORTHERN CARDINALS have also been at the feeders.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080315/cbc065e1/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Mar 15 15:45:54 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Mar 15 15:45:56 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Morning at a Grand Prairie Friends site near Neoga

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250803151021v6c0fb87fsfceef51f48a3b9b7@mail.gmail.com>

References: <30ec30250803151021v6c0fb87fsfceef51f48a3b9b7@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0803151531090.30160@bluestem.prairienet.org>

birders,

Had a nice morning digging up invasive Multifloral Rose in a woodland near 

Neoga Illinois.

Carpooling does have its drawbacks.

I forgot my binoculars!

You might call it primitive birding.

Eyes and ears only. :)

I did manage to identify

4 Wood Ducks flew out of the woods where they had probably roosted during 

the night.

A couple of Flickers (by ear)

Several Red Bellied Woodpeckers (by ear)

Pileated Woodpecker (by ear)

3 bluejays

2 mourning doves

6-7 Turkey Vulchers

many more unidentified small birds

Saw some wild onions and a few spring ephemerals that were begining to pop 

up.

Had a nice home baked cookie snack courtesy of the Embarras River 

Stewards group.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From ccas at prairienet.org  Sun Mar 16 14:49:43 2008

From: ccas at prairienet.org (ccas@prairienet.org)

Date: Sun Mar 16 14:49:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Help! - [Fwd: great horned owls]

Message-ID: <49328.98.212.50.41.1205696983.squirrel@mail.prairienet.org>

Dear Birdnotes Listserve,

I got this email below, and wanted to forward it to the list, in case

anyone has some advice for Bonnie. Please email her if you know what steps

she can take.

Thanks for your help,

Pam

(Bonnie, I hope things work out!)

---------------------------- Original Message ----------------------------

Subject: great honred owls

From:    "Bonnie Sterrenberg" <horsejct@localline.com>

Date:    Fri, March 14, 2008 1:23 pm

To:      ccas@prairienet.org

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

I live next to 5 acres that has over 30 trees on it and some families of

great horned owls live in those trees.  The city owns the land and they

are planning on tearing down the trees to bulid a new city hall.  I didn't

know if there is anything that can be done to save the trees and/or the

owls.  I have emailed every other group I could think of including all the

government agencies.  Everyone just sends me some place else.  Let me know

if you know of anything that can be done.

Thank you

Bonnie Sterrenberg

Watseka, IL

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080316/b558ad7d/untitled-2.htm

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Sun Mar 16 18:05:12 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Sun Mar 16 18:06:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] towhee

References: <507829.34677.qm@web31305.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9070310BEA9@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

They migrate through my yard every year...I've had as many as 4 in the yard on one day.  Then they leave:(

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Dorothy Neumann

Sent: Sat 3/15/2008 8:52 AM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] towhee

I saw a TOWHEE in my yard near downtown Urbana

Thursday; it was the first time I've had one in the

yard.  Are they migrating or will they stay?

Dorothy Neumann

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Never miss a thing.  Make Yahoo your home page.

http://www.yahoo.com/r/hs

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From j.courson at mchsi.com  Sun Mar 16 18:18:37 2008

From: j.courson at mchsi.com (Jeffrey A. Courson)

Date: Sun Mar 16 18:19:51 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] towhee

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9070310BEA9@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <200803162319.m2GNJdGK001877@gserve054.lis.uiuc.edu>

Bob and Dorothy,

I have had several over the years and they do nest...not that I have found

in the yard, but they are at my feeders all summer long....

My Best!

Jeff

> -----Original Message-----

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:birdnotes-

> bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Vaiden, Robert

> Sent: Sunday, March 16, 2008 6:05 PM

> To: Dorothy Neumann; Birdnotes

> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] towhee

> 

> They migrate through my yard every year...I've had as many as 4 in the

> yard on one day.  Then they leave:(

> 

> Bob Vaiden

> 

> ________________________________

> 

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Dorothy Neumann

> Sent: Sat 3/15/2008 8:52 AM

> To: Birdnotes

> Subject: [Birdnotes] towhee

> 

> 

> 

> I saw a TOWHEE in my yard near downtown Urbana

> Thursday; it was the first time I've had one in the

> yard.  Are they migrating or will they stay?

> 

> Dorothy Neumann

> 

> 

> 

> __________________________________________________________________________

> __________

> Never miss a thing.  Make Yahoo your home page.

> http://www.yahoo.com/r/hs

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Mar 16 21:51:50 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Mar 16 21:52:08 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Help! - [Fwd: great horned owls]

In-Reply-To: <49328.98.212.50.41.1205696983.squirrel@mail.prairienet.org>

References: <49328.98.212.50.41.1205696983.squirrel@mail.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <30ec30250803161951n32d56364h3d26b5252988b0b7@mail.gmail.com>

The following is only my personal take on potentially relevant law -- I'm

not a specialist in environmental law.  It certainly is not to be taken as

representing the views and positions of my employer.

GHOs are not endangered, so will not find protection under the Endangered

Species Act.

The Federal Register lists GHOs among the birds protected under Migratory

Bird Treaty Act ("MBTA") (The list of birds is at 50 CFR 10.13).  The MBTA,

implementing the Migratory Bird Treaty and related treaties, is codified at

16 U.S.C. ?? 703 to 712.

Generally speaking, the MBTA prohibits the removal of all listed species --

or their feathers, eggs, nests, and so forth -- from private property.  I'm

not familiar with its effect on the regulation of *government* property.

A Dept. of Transportation memorandum dated Feb. 2001 (<

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/migbird.htm>), while not addressing

entirely the same issues, is close enough to be illuminating.  The MBTA

prohibits the taking, killing, or possessing of migratory birds (16 U.S.C. ?

703).  The DOT memo explains that "taking" does not include habitat

destruction or alteration, as long as there is not a direct taking of birds,

nests, eggs, or parts thereof.  A "taking" of migratory birds *may* arise

from the clearing or grubbing of migratory bird nesting habitat *during the

nesting season* when eggs or young are likely to be present.  (That does not

necessarily imply that removal of *inactive* nests of migratory birds is

presumptively allowed. A permit *may* be required for removal of inactive

nests, at least in some circumstances.)

(Some readers may recall the hubbub in late 2004 over the destruction of the

nest of "Pale Male," a red-tailed hawk that had been nesting and raising

families on a cornice of a high-end co-op building overlooking New York

City's Central Park -- and a limitless supply of pigeons and rats -- since

1993.  The co-op's board was not enchanted with the assorted messes

associated with the birds of prey, however, and took down the nest.  This

apparently did not violate the MBTA, because they did it in December, *when

the nest was considered inactive.*  Nevertheless, as might have been

expected, this action drew a storm of protest and invective, and about three

weeks later the co-op, in consultation with a number of environmental

advocates, landmark preservationists, and government officials, installed a

stainless-steel "cradle" on the cornice (see <

http://palemale.com/march62008.html>).  Pale male and his mate, "Lola," have

re-occupied the site, although it appears that their nesting attempts from

2005 to 2007 have been unsuccessful.  (See <

http://palemale.com/palonere.html> -- and, more generally, <

http://palemale.com/>, with fine photos of Pale Male, Lola, and other NYC

red-tails.))

This is wholly a guess on my part, but it seems likely that the city of

Watseka would have to file an environmental impact statement before

undertaking such a project.  Federal or state law may require it to assess

the effects of the project with respect to matters covered by the MBTA, but

to what extent, and what remedies might apply in the case of erroneous or

incomplete assessments, are totally outside my knowledge of the law.

If the city is embarking on a project that may disturb or destroy active

nests, that could plausibly constitute a criminal act in contravention of

the MBTA, punishable as provided under 16 U.S.C. ? 707.  Such an offense is

a misdemeanor.  Enforcement is initially the responsibility of the Fish and

Wildlife Service.  It is not clear to me whether a violation of the MBTA can

be a cause of action for a civil suit, including an action to enjoin a

construction project.  Even if it can be, a big problem may be "legal

standing."  That means that the person who brings the suit must show that

that the action of the defendant will inflict particularized, individualized

harm on him, and that the court in which the action is brought can, at least

in theory, order "relief," a remedy that will rectify or mitigate that harm

to the plaintiff.  (For a commendably clear, if somewhat dated, review of

the "legal standing" problem, see the Natural Resources Defense Council

report issued July 2001, available at <

http://www.nrdc.org/legislation/hostile/hostile.pdf>, at pages 18 to 21.)

I'm afraid all this may not get Bonnie any closer to effective help with

this problem.  I'd try contacting the Fish and Wildlife Service, if she's

not already done so, but I don't know to what extent FWS devotes resources

to dealing with problems on this scale.  Anyhow, I do hope that this

information clarifies some of the issues involved.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On Sun, Mar 16, 2008 at 2:49 PM, <ccas@prairienet.org> wrote:

Dear Birdnotes Listserve,

> I got this email below, and wanted to forward it to the list, in case

> anyone has some advice for Bonnie. Please email her if you know what steps

> she can take.

> Thanks for your help,

> Pam

> (Bonnie, I hope things work out!)

>

> ---------------------------- Original Message ----------------------------

> Subject: great honred owls

> From:    "Bonnie Sterrenberg" <horsejct@localline.com>

> Date:    Fri, March 14, 2008 1:23 pm

> To:      ccas@prairienet.org

> --------------------------------------------------------------------------

>

> I live next to 5 acres that has over 30 trees on it and some families of

> great horned owls live in those trees.  The city owns the land and they

> are planning on tearing down the trees to bulid a new city hall.  I didn't

> know if there is anything that can be done to save the trees and/or the

> owls.  I have emailed every other group I could think of including all the

> government agencies.  Everyone just sends me some place else.  Let me know

> if you know of anything that can be done.

> Thank you

> Bonnie Sterrenberg

> Watseka, IL

>

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080316/fec4da15/attachment.htm

From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon Mar 17 10:14:15 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon Mar 17 11:11:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey walk, Sun. 16 March

Message-ID: <30ec30250803170814r1790b1efgbe5f41d8bcb752cd@mail.gmail.com>

As we expected, the big guns of our regular walks were attending to

obligations elsewhere, and attendance was otherwise low -- perhaps

reflecting the experience of our walk the previous Sunday, the 9th, when the

woods had been decidedly quiet.  Only five of us were there to walk the loop

yesterday.

Nevertheless, we had a rewarding excursion.  Most of the action was at the

lower elevations along the power line cut, near the beginning of the walk --

the rest of the woods were still pretty quiet -- but that couple hundred

yards was worth all the effort.  Beth was keeping the "official" record, but

I'll jot down from memory what we observed:

Canada geese

Common grackles

Dark-eyed juncos

Northern cardinals

Pine siskin?

Goldfinches -- Lots of them, notably active and vocal; we remarked that

someone had put the nickel in them

Red winged blackbird -- Heard from APNC parking lot

White-breasted nuthatches

Carolina wrens -- Heard

Robins

Downy woodpeckers

Red-bellied woodpeckers -- Lots, all over the place

Northern flicker

Yellow-bellied sapsucker (male -- perhaps two of them) -- An exciting "get"!

Eastern phoebes

Eastern bluebirds

Song sparrow?

Wood ducks -- Heard, from observation platform at western wetland

Blue jays

Woodcock

Cooper's hawk

It was a clear, pretty morning, although surprisingly chilly, especially

once we got back into the woods, and most notably on the high ground at the

western end, where we were exposed to a brisk breeze.  The productiveness of

the day gives us hope for even greater activity next Sunday.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080317/eb5bc6d8/attachment-0001.htm

From jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org  Mon Mar 17 11:26:49 2008

From: jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org (Miller, Judith)

Date: Mon Mar 17 11:27:27 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 16

In-Reply-To: <20080317161127.16177201EF41@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

References: <20080317161127.16177201EF41@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

Message-ID: <E44E108D9854DB4180D1D26D224CCCEA50CC8C@crystalake.city.urbana.il.us>

 Hi all,

I saw two bluebirds while hiking along the bike path on the south side of Meadowbrook Park yesterday afternoon.

Judy Miller

Environmental Program Manager

Urbana Park District - Celebrating 100 years 1907-2007

Anita Purves Nature Center

1505 N. Broadway

Urbana, IL 61801

217-384-4062

217-384-1052 (fax)

www.urbanaparks.org

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

Sent: Monday, March 17, 2008 11:11 AM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [*** S P A M ***] Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 16

Importance: Low

Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to


birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to


birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

You can reach the person managing the list at


birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific

than "Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

Today's Topics:

   1. Help! - [Fwd: great horned owls] (ccas@prairienet.org)

   2. RE: towhee (Vaiden, Robert)

   3. RE: towhee (Jeffrey A. Courson)

   4. Re: Help! - [Fwd: great horned owls] (Brian Threlkeld)

   5. Busey walk, Sun. 16 March (Brian Threlkeld)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Message: 1

Date: Sun, 16 Mar 2008 14:49:43 -0500 (CDT)

From: ccas@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Help! - [Fwd: great horned owls]

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Cc: horsejct@localline.com

Message-ID:


<49328.98.212.50.41.1205696983.squirrel@mail.prairienet.org>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Dear Birdnotes Listserve,

I got this email below, and wanted to forward it to the list, in case

anyone has some advice for Bonnie. Please email her if you know what steps

she can take.

Thanks for your help,

Pam

(Bonnie, I hope things work out!)

---------------------------- Original Message ----------------------------

Subject: great honred owls

From:    "Bonnie Sterrenberg" <horsejct@localline.com>

Date:    Fri, March 14, 2008 1:23 pm

To:      ccas@prairienet.org

--------------------------------------------------------------------------

I live next to 5 acres that has over 30 trees on it and some families of

great horned owls live in those trees.  The city owns the land and they

are planning on tearing down the trees to bulid a new city hall.  I didn't

know if there is anything that can be done to save the trees and/or the

owls.  I have emailed every other group I could think of including all the

government agencies.  Everyone just sends me some place else.  Let me know

if you know of anything that can be done.

Thank you

Bonnie Sterrenberg

Watseka, IL

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080316/b558ad7d/untitled-2-0001.htm

------------------------------

Message: 2

Date: Sun, 16 Mar 2008 18:05:12 -0500

From: "Vaiden, Robert" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu>

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] towhee

To: "Dorothy Neumann" <neumando3530@yahoo.com>,
"Birdnotes"


<birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9070310BEA9@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain;
charset="iso-8859-1"

They migrate through my yard every year...I've had as many as 4 in the yard on one day.  Then they leave:(

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Dorothy Neumann

Sent: Sat 3/15/2008 8:52 AM

To: Birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] towhee

I saw a TOWHEE in my yard near downtown Urbana

Thursday; it was the first time I've had one in the

yard.  Are they migrating or will they stay?

Dorothy Neumann

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Never miss a thing.  Make Yahoo your home page.

http://www.yahoo.com/r/hs

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

------------------------------

Message: 3

Date: Sun, 16 Mar 2008 18:18:37 -0500

From: "Jeffrey A. Courson" <j.courson@mchsi.com>

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] towhee

To: "'Vaiden, Robert'" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu>,
"'Dorothy Neumann'"


<neumando3530@yahoo.com>,
"'Birdnotes'"


<birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <200803162319.m2GNJdGK001877@gserve054.lis.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain;
charset="US-ASCII"

Bob and Dorothy,

I have had several over the years and they do nest...not that I have found

in the yard, but they are at my feeders all summer long....

My Best!

Jeff

> -----Original Message-----

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:birdnotes-

> bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Vaiden, Robert

> Sent: Sunday, March 16, 2008 6:05 PM

> To: Dorothy Neumann; Birdnotes

> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] towhee

> 

> They migrate through my yard every year...I've had as many as 4 in the

> yard on one day.  Then they leave:(

> 

> Bob Vaiden

> 

> ________________________________

> 

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Dorothy Neumann

> Sent: Sat 3/15/2008 8:52 AM

> To: Birdnotes

> Subject: [Birdnotes] towhee

> 

> 

> 

> I saw a TOWHEE in my yard near downtown Urbana

> Thursday; it was the first time I've had one in the

> yard.  Are they migrating or will they stay?

> 

> Dorothy Neumann

> 

> 

> 

> __________________________________________________________________________

> __________

> Never miss a thing.  Make Yahoo your home page.

> http://www.yahoo.com/r/hs

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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Message: 4

Date: Sun, 16 Mar 2008 21:51:50 -0500

From: "Brian Threlkeld" <threlkster@gmail.com>

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Help! - [Fwd: great horned owls]

To: ccas@prairienet.org

Cc: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org, horsejct@localline.com

Message-ID:


<30ec30250803161951n32d56364h3d26b5252988b0b7@mail.gmail.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

The following is only my personal take on potentially relevant law -- I'm

not a specialist in environmental law.  It certainly is not to be taken as

representing the views and positions of my employer.

GHOs are not endangered, so will not find protection under the Endangered

Species Act.

The Federal Register lists GHOs among the birds protected under Migratory

Bird Treaty Act ("MBTA") (The list of birds is at 50 CFR 10.13).  The MBTA,

implementing the Migratory Bird Treaty and related treaties, is codified at

16 U.S.C. ?? 703 to 712.

Generally speaking, the MBTA prohibits the removal of all listed species --

or their feathers, eggs, nests, and so forth -- from private property.  I'm

not familiar with its effect on the regulation of *government* property.

A Dept. of Transportation memorandum dated Feb. 2001 (<

http://www.fhwa.dot.gov/environment/migbird.htm>), while not addressing

entirely the same issues, is close enough to be illuminating.  The MBTA

prohibits the taking, killing, or possessing of migratory birds (16 U.S.C. ?

703).  The DOT memo explains that "taking" does not include habitat

destruction or alteration, as long as there is not a direct taking of birds,

nests, eggs, or parts thereof.  A "taking" of migratory birds *may* arise

from the clearing or grubbing of migratory bird nesting habitat *during the

nesting season* when eggs or young are likely to be present.  (That does not

necessarily imply that removal of *inactive* nests of migratory birds is

presumptively allowed. A permit *may* be required for removal of inactive

nests, at least in some circumstances.)

(Some readers may recall the hubbub in late 2004 over the destruction of the

nest of "Pale Male," a red-tailed hawk that had been nesting and raising

families on a cornice of a high-end co-op building overlooking New York

City's Central Park -- and a limitless supply of pigeons and rats -- since

1993.  The co-op's board was not enchanted with the assorted messes

associated with the birds of prey, however, and took down the nest.  This

apparently did not violate the MBTA, because they did it in December, *when

the nest was considered inactive.*  Nevertheless, as might have been

expected, this action drew a storm of protest and invective, and about three

weeks later the co-op, in consultation with a number of environmental

advocates, landmark preservationists, and government officials, installed a

stainless-steel "cradle" on the cornice (see <

http://palemale.com/march62008.html>).  Pale male and his mate, "Lola," have

re-occupied the site, although it appears that their nesting attempts from

2005 to 2007 have been unsuccessful.  (See <

http://palemale.com/palonere.html> -- and, more generally, <

http://palemale.com/>, with fine photos of Pale Male, Lola, and other NYC

red-tails.))

This is wholly a guess on my part, but it seems likely that the city of

Watseka would have to file an environmental impact statement before

undertaking such a project.  Federal or state law may require it to assess

the effects of the project with respect to matters covered by the MBTA, but

to what extent, and what remedies might apply in the case of erroneous or

incomplete assessments, are totally outside my knowledge of the law.

If the city is embarking on a project that may disturb or destroy active

nests, that could plausibly constitute a criminal act in contravention of

the MBTA, punishable as provided under 16 U.S.C. ? 707.  Such an offense is

a misdemeanor.  Enforcement is initially the responsibility of the Fish and

Wildlife Service.  It is not clear to me whether a violation of the MBTA can

be a cause of action for a civil suit, including an action to enjoin a

construction project.  Even if it can be, a big problem may be "legal

standing."  That means that the person who brings the suit must show that

that the action of the defendant will inflict particularized, individualized

harm on him, and that the court in which the action is brought can, at least

in theory, order "relief," a remedy that will rectify or mitigate that harm

to the plaintiff.  (For a commendably clear, if somewhat dated, review of

the "legal standing" problem, see the Natural Resources Defense Council

report issued July 2001, available at <

http://www.nrdc.org/legislation/hostile/hostile.pdf>, at pages 18 to 21.)

I'm afraid all this may not get Bonnie any closer to effective help with

this problem.  I'd try contacting the Fish and Wildlife Service, if she's

not already done so, but I don't know to what extent FWS devotes resources

to dealing with problems on this scale.  Anyhow, I do hope that this

information clarifies some of the issues involved.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On Sun, Mar 16, 2008 at 2:49 PM, <ccas@prairienet.org> wrote:

Dear Birdnotes Listserve,

> I got this email below, and wanted to forward it to the list, in case

> anyone has some advice for Bonnie. Please email her if you know what steps

> she can take.

> Thanks for your help,

> Pam

> (Bonnie, I hope things work out!)

>

> ---------------------------- Original Message ----------------------------

> Subject: great honred owls

> From:    "Bonnie Sterrenberg" <horsejct@localline.com>

> Date:    Fri, March 14, 2008 1:23 pm

> To:      ccas@prairienet.org

> --------------------------------------------------------------------------

>

> I live next to 5 acres that has over 30 trees on it and some families of

> great horned owls live in those trees.  The city owns the land and they

> are planning on tearing down the trees to bulid a new city hall.  I didn't

> know if there is anything that can be done to save the trees and/or the

> owls.  I have emailed every other group I could think of including all the

> government agencies.  Everyone just sends me some place else.  Let me know

> if you know of anything that can be done.

> Thank you

> Bonnie Sterrenberg

> Watseka, IL

>

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080316/fec4da15/attachment-0001.htm
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Message: 5

Date: Mon, 17 Mar 2008 10:14:15 -0500

From: "Brian Threlkeld" <threlkster@gmail.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey walk, Sun. 16 March

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<30ec30250803170814r1790b1efgbe5f41d8bcb752cd@mail.gmail.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

As we expected, the big guns of our regular walks were attending to

obligations elsewhere, and attendance was otherwise low -- perhaps

reflecting the experience of our walk the previous Sunday, the 9th, when the

woods had been decidedly quiet.  Only five of us were there to walk the loop

yesterday.

Nevertheless, we had a rewarding excursion.  Most of the action was at the

lower elevations along the power line cut, near the beginning of the walk --

the rest of the woods were still pretty quiet -- but that couple hundred

yards was worth all the effort.  Beth was keeping the "official" record, but

I'll jot down from memory what we observed:

Canada geese

Common grackles

Dark-eyed juncos

Northern cardinals

Pine siskin?

Goldfinches -- Lots of them, notably active and vocal; we remarked that

someone had put the nickel in them

Red winged blackbird -- Heard from APNC parking lot

White-breasted nuthatches

Carolina wrens -- Heard

Robins

Downy woodpeckers

Red-bellied woodpeckers -- Lots, all over the place

Northern flicker

Yellow-bellied sapsucker (male -- perhaps two of them) -- An exciting "get"!

Eastern phoebes

Eastern bluebirds

Song sparrow?

Wood ducks -- Heard, from observation platform at western wetland

Blue jays

Woodcock

Cooper's hawk

It was a clear, pretty morning, although surprisingly chilly, especially

once we got back into the woods, and most notably on the high ground at the

western end, where we were exposed to a brisk breeze.  The productiveness of

the day gives us hope for even greater activity next Sunday.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

End of Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 16

*****************************************

From gentner at uiuc.edu  Mon Mar 17 12:41:16 2008

From: gentner at uiuc.edu (gentner@uiuc.edu)

Date: Mon Mar 17 12:41:30 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: pileated woodpecker/ Home LAke

Message-ID: <20080317124116.BDM70096@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

spotted a pileated woodpecker at Homer Lake flying WNW out of the new wetlands area--i thought it was a crow but decided to look with binoculars anyway and BOY WAS I GLAD! pretty sure I heard a second one calling from the area it was flying towards-closer to the lake.  :>)!!

also several blubirds--perfect specimens! lovely to see.

Darcy Gentner

Urbana

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

You must BE the change you want to see 

in the world.

                  Mahatma Ghandhi

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

From jrfinley at uiuc.edu  Mon Mar 17 18:30:30 2008

From: jrfinley at uiuc.edu (Jason R. Finley)

Date: Mon Mar 17 18:37:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature Center) Sun


March 16th

Message-ID: <C86498E6-C0EC-4DA8-8A99-DFD71234F8EC@uiuc.edu>

Hi all,

I finally managed to get out birding again yesterday afternoon, went  

to Busey Woods (wasn't up in time for the morning birdwalk) and saw a  

pleasant variety of birds mostly just around the Nature Center (in  

addition to a Cooper's Hawk and a pair of Carolina Wrens in the actual  

woods).

Was also stunned to see a bird that looked like nothing I've ever seen  

before!

It was a little mostly-white bird, about the size and shape of a  

Junco.  Saw this little dude at the feeders at the Anita Purves Nature  

Center at Busey Woods at 2:53pm on Sunday March 16th, 02008.  S/he was  

foraging with some Dark-Eyed Juncos and Mourning Doves. I only got a  

few crappy shots before s/he flew off across the road to a tree on the  

edge of the golf course area.

Here are the photos:

http://www.jasonfinley.com/BuseyWhiteBird3-16-08/

The closest thing I can find in the Sibley guide is a Snow Bunting (or  

McKay's Bunting, but the range is nowhere NEAR here).  But a few  

things are puzzling:

1) the back is not black

2) the beak is is not black (but rather a very light almost-white  

cream color)

So what does everyone think?  Was this a Snow Bunting in some kind of  

weird intermediate stage of plumage/beak-color?  Or some kind of  

strange hybrid?  Or a bird from the future?

~jason

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Jason R. Finley

Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

Cognitive Division

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

603 East Daniel Street

Champaign, IL 61820

cell: 949-433-4216

jrfinley@uiuc.edu

http://www.jasonfinley.com/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

From Kingfishers2 at verizon.net  Mon Mar 17 22:18:58 2008

From: Kingfishers2 at verizon.net (Jim and Ann Nelson)

Date: Mon Mar 17 22:19:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature Center)


SunMarch 16th

References: <C86498E6-C0EC-4DA8-8A99-DFD71234F8EC@uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <3F1B3C375DCE4F9F940779D4C40D8A08@D5M8TT11>

Looks like it might be a Dark-eyed Junco with aberrant plumage.  Not an 

albino.  I think the term is leucistic.

Jim Nelson

Bethesda, Maryland

--------------------------------------------------

From: "Jason R. Finley" <jrfinley@uiuc.edu>

Sent: Monday, March 17, 2008 7:30 PM

To: "Birdnotes Notes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature Center) 

SunMarch 16th

> Hi all,

> I finally managed to get out birding again yesterday afternoon, went  to 

> Busey Woods (wasn't up in time for the morning birdwalk) and saw a 

> pleasant variety of birds mostly just around the Nature Center (in 

> addition to a Cooper's Hawk and a pair of Carolina Wrens in the actual 

> woods).

>

> Was also stunned to see a bird that looked like nothing I've ever seen 

> before!

> It was a little mostly-white bird, about the size and shape of a  Junco. 

> Saw this little dude at the feeders at the Anita Purves Nature  Center at 

> Busey Woods at 2:53pm on Sunday March 16th, 02008.  S/he was  foraging 

> with some Dark-Eyed Juncos and Mourning Doves. I only got a  few crappy 

> shots before s/he flew off across the road to a tree on the  edge of the 

> golf course area.

>

> Here are the photos:

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/BuseyWhiteBird3-16-08/

>

> The closest thing I can find in the Sibley guide is a Snow Bunting (or 

> McKay's Bunting, but the range is nowhere NEAR here).  But a few  things 

> are puzzling:

> 1) the back is not black

> 2) the beak is is not black (but rather a very light almost-white  cream 

> color)

>

> So what does everyone think?  Was this a Snow Bunting in some kind of 

> weird intermediate stage of plumage/beak-color?  Or some kind of  strange 

> hybrid?  Or a bird from the future?

> ~jason

>

>

> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

> Jason R. Finley

> Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

> Cognitive Division

> University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

>

> 603 East Daniel Street

> Champaign, IL 61820

>

> cell: 949-433-4216

> jrfinley@uiuc.edu

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/

> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes 

From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon Mar 17 22:41:19 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon Mar 17 22:41:30 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature Center)


SunMarch 16th

In-Reply-To: <3F1B3C375DCE4F9F940779D4C40D8A08@D5M8TT11>

References: <C86498E6-C0EC-4DA8-8A99-DFD71234F8EC@uiuc.edu>


<3F1B3C375DCE4F9F940779D4C40D8A08@D5M8TT11>

Message-ID: <30ec30250803172041q6c0b0295y369dca43a798c930@mail.gmail.com>

Could be a junco.  On the Sunday birdwalk, however, I though I heard one of

the participants mention that a leucistic bird had been seen around the APNC

this winter; I believe the word was that it was a goldfinch.  Beth?  Helen?

Does that ring a bell?

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On Mon, Mar 17, 2008 at 10:18 PM, Jim and Ann Nelson <

Kingfishers2@verizon.net> wrote:

> Looks like it might be a Dark-eyed Junco with aberrant plumage.  Not an

> albino.  I think the term is leucistic.

>

> Jim Nelson

> Bethesda, Maryland

>

> --------------------------------------------------

> From: "Jason R. Finley" <jrfinley@uiuc.edu>

> Sent: Monday, March 17, 2008 7:30 PM

> To: "Birdnotes Notes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature Center)

> SunMarch 16th

>

> > Was stunned to see a bird that looked like nothing I've ever seen

> > before!

> >

> > It was a little mostly-white bird, about the size and shape of a  Junco.

> > Saw this little dude at the feeders at the Anita Purves Nature  Center

> at

> > Busey Woods at 2:53pm on Sunday March 16th, 02008.  S/he was  foraging

> > with some Dark-Eyed Juncos and Mourning Doves. I only got a  few crappy

> > shots before s/he flew off across the road to a tree on the  edge of the

> > golf course area.

> >

> > Here are the photos:

> > http://www.jasonfinley.com/BuseyWhiteBird3-16-08/

> >

> > The closest thing I can find in the Sibley guide is a Snow Bunting (or

> > McKay's Bunting, but the range is nowhere NEAR here).  But a few  things

> > are puzzling:

> >

> > 1) the back is not black

> > 2) the beak is is not black (but rather a very light almost-white cream

> color)

> >

> > So what does everyone think?  Was this a Snow Bunting in some kind of

> > weird intermediate stage of plumage/beak-color?  Or some kind of

>  strange

> > hybrid?  Or a bird from the future?

> >

> > ~jason

> >

> >

> > ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

> > Jason R. Finley

> > Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

> > Cognitive Division

> > University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

>

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080317/77f9e552/attachment.htm

From roy2 at uiuc.edu  Tue Mar 18 13:50:49 2008

From: roy2 at uiuc.edu (Roy, Jacqueline)

Date: Tue Mar 18 15:23:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Whooping Cranes

Message-ID: <DE3849CBD8C92F41940A69FB8FB1DE8101768DE3@EXCHANGE.extension.uiuc.edu>

Last Friday afternoon about 4:30, I looked out my office window and saw

two very large white birds flying over the heart of campus from the

east-southeast toward the northwest. They were white except for black at

the ends of their wings. I finally remembered to check my Sibley Guide

this morning and feel fairly certain that they were Whooping Cranes.

I also just checked the Operation Migration website and see that at

least one WC has returned to the Necedah refuge in WI. Did anyone else

happen to see these magnificent birds? 

Jackie Roy

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080318/b3c41d08/attachment.htm

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Tue Mar 18 15:41:29 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Tue Mar 18 15:41:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Whooping Cranes

In-Reply-To: <DE3849CBD8C92F41940A69FB8FB1DE8101768DE3@EXCHANGE.extension.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <539600.52223.qm@web65706.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

I did not see the birds, but given that the OM website had at least 5 whoopers reported in various counties in Indiana as of the beginning of this month, your i.d. of your birds as whooping cranes does not seem unreasonable.  Great sighting!

  Roger Digges  

"Roy, Jacqueline" <roy2@uiuc.edu> wrote:

                Last Friday afternoon about 4:30, I looked out my office window and saw two very large white birds flying over the heart of campus from the east-southeast toward the northwest. They were white except for black at the ends of their wings. I finally remembered to check my Sibley Guide this morning and feel fairly certain that they were Whooping Cranes.

  I also just checked the Operation Migration website and see that at least one WC has returned to the Necedah refuge in WI. Did anyone else happen to see these magnificent birds? 

  Jackie Roy

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080318/e0bd0c6d/attachment.htm

From leiterp at msn.com  Tue Mar 18 16:36:44 2008

From: leiterp at msn.com (Pam Leiter)

Date: Tue Mar 18 16:37:22 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Whooping Cranes

In-Reply-To: <DE3849CBD8C92F41940A69FB8FB1DE8101768DE3@EXCHANGE.extension.uiuc.edu>

References: <DE3849CBD8C92F41940A69FB8FB1DE8101768DE3@EXCHANGE.extension.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <BAY111-W13F63E0F47AD1942109900B6060@phx.gbl>

It's also possible that they were American White Pelicans. They are seen in IL, and I have been fooled by them before. Would be cool if they were whoopers, though!

Pam

Date: Tue, 18 Mar 2008 13:50:49 -0500

From: roy2@uiuc.edu

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Whooping Cranes

Last Friday afternoon about 4:30, I looked

out my office window and saw two very large white birds flying over the heart

of campus from the east-southeast toward the northwest. They were white except

for black at the ends of their wings. I finally remembered to check my Sibley

Guide this morning and feel fairly certain that they were Whooping Cranes.

I also just checked the Operation Migration

website and see that at least one WC has returned to the Necedah refuge in WI.

Did anyone else happen to see these magnificent birds? 

Jackie Roy

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080318/8d8dd649/attachment.htm

From jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org  Tue Mar 18 17:08:20 2008

From: jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org (Miller, Judith)

Date: Tue Mar 18 17:11:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 18

In-Reply-To: <20080318170132.11251202A5D4@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

References: <20080318170132.11251202A5D4@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

Message-ID: <E44E108D9854DB4180D1D26D224CCCEA50CCAB@crystalake.city.urbana.il.us>

Hi folks,

The little white guy has been hanging around the nature center's feeders

all winter.  We all figured it was a variant colored junco since it

hangs out with the other junco and feeds like them too.  

A few more bluebirds spotted down by the rabbit statue and the corpse of

trees along the creek at Meadowbrook this afternoon in the rain.  Are

Kingbirds back?  I thought I saw one of those too, but didn't have my

binoc and it was pouring rain at the time.

Judy Miller

Environmental Program Manager

Urbana Park District - Celebrating 100 years 1907-2007

Anita Purves Nature Center

1505 N. Broadway

Urbana, IL 61801

217-384-4062

217-384-1052 (fax)

www.urbanaparks.org

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

Sent: Tuesday, March 18, 2008 12:02 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 18

Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to


birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to


birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

You can reach the person managing the list at


birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific

than "Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

Today's Topics:

   1. Re: pileated woodpecker/ Home LAke (gentner@uiuc.edu)

   2. Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature Center) Sun
March

      16th (Jason R. Finley)

   3. Re: Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature Center)

      SunMarch 16th (Jim and Ann Nelson)

   4. Re: Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature Center)

      SunMarch 16th (Brian Threlkeld)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Message: 1

Date: Mon, 17 Mar 2008 12:41:16 -0500 (CDT)

From: <gentner@uiuc.edu>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: pileated woodpecker/ Home LAke

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Message-ID: <20080317124116.BDM70096@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

spotted a pileated woodpecker at Homer Lake flying WNW out of the new

wetlands area--i thought it was a crow but decided to look with

binoculars anyway and BOY WAS I GLAD! pretty sure I heard a second one

calling from the area it was flying towards-closer to the lake.  :>)!!

also several blubirds--perfect specimens! lovely to see.

Darcy Gentner

Urbana

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

You must BE the change you want to see 

in the world.

                  Mahatma Ghandhi

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

------------------------------

Message: 2

Date: Mon, 17 Mar 2008 18:30:30 -0500

From: "Jason R. Finley" <jrfinley@uiuc.edu>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature Center)


Sun
March 16th

To: Birdnotes Notes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <C86498E6-C0EC-4DA8-8A99-DFD71234F8EC@uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=US-ASCII; format=flowed; delsp=yes

Hi all,

I finally managed to get out birding again yesterday afternoon, went  

to Busey Woods (wasn't up in time for the morning birdwalk) and saw a  

pleasant variety of birds mostly just around the Nature Center (in  

addition to a Cooper's Hawk and a pair of Carolina Wrens in the actual  

woods).

Was also stunned to see a bird that looked like nothing I've ever seen  

before!

It was a little mostly-white bird, about the size and shape of a  

Junco.  Saw this little dude at the feeders at the Anita Purves Nature  

Center at Busey Woods at 2:53pm on Sunday March 16th, 02008.  S/he was  

foraging with some Dark-Eyed Juncos and Mourning Doves. I only got a  

few crappy shots before s/he flew off across the road to a tree on the  

edge of the golf course area.

Here are the photos:

http://www.jasonfinley.com/BuseyWhiteBird3-16-08/

The closest thing I can find in the Sibley guide is a Snow Bunting (or  

McKay's Bunting, but the range is nowhere NEAR here).  But a few  

things are puzzling:

1) the back is not black

2) the beak is is not black (but rather a very light almost-white  

cream color)

So what does everyone think?  Was this a Snow Bunting in some kind of  

weird intermediate stage of plumage/beak-color?  Or some kind of  

strange hybrid?  Or a bird from the future?

~jason

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Jason R. Finley

Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

Cognitive Division

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

603 East Daniel Street

Champaign, IL 61820

cell: 949-433-4216

jrfinley@uiuc.edu

http://www.jasonfinley.com/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

------------------------------

Message: 3

Date: Mon, 17 Mar 2008 23:18:58 -0400

From: "Jim and Ann Nelson" <Kingfishers2@verizon.net>

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature


Center)
SunMarch 16th

To: "Jason R. Finley" <jrfinley@uiuc.edu>,
"Birdnotes Notes"


<birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <3F1B3C375DCE4F9F940779D4C40D8A08@D5M8TT11>

Content-Type: text/plain; format=flowed; charset=iso-8859-1;


reply-type=response

Looks like it might be a Dark-eyed Junco with aberrant plumage.  Not an 

albino.  I think the term is leucistic.

Jim Nelson

Bethesda, Maryland

--------------------------------------------------

From: "Jason R. Finley" <jrfinley@uiuc.edu>

Sent: Monday, March 17, 2008 7:30 PM

To: "Birdnotes Notes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature Center) 

SunMarch 16th

> Hi all,

> I finally managed to get out birding again yesterday afternoon, went

to 

> Busey Woods (wasn't up in time for the morning birdwalk) and saw a 

> pleasant variety of birds mostly just around the Nature Center (in 

> addition to a Cooper's Hawk and a pair of Carolina Wrens in the actual

> woods).

>

> Was also stunned to see a bird that looked like nothing I've ever seen

> before!

> It was a little mostly-white bird, about the size and shape of a

Junco. 

> Saw this little dude at the feeders at the Anita Purves Nature  Center

at 

> Busey Woods at 2:53pm on Sunday March 16th, 02008.  S/he was  foraging

> with some Dark-Eyed Juncos and Mourning Doves. I only got a  few

crappy 

> shots before s/he flew off across the road to a tree on the  edge of

the 

> golf course area.

>

> Here are the photos:

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/BuseyWhiteBird3-16-08/

>

> The closest thing I can find in the Sibley guide is a Snow Bunting (or

> McKay's Bunting, but the range is nowhere NEAR here).  But a few

things 

> are puzzling:

> 1) the back is not black

> 2) the beak is is not black (but rather a very light almost-white

cream 

> color)

>

> So what does everyone think?  Was this a Snow Bunting in some kind of 

> weird intermediate stage of plumage/beak-color?  Or some kind of

strange 

> hybrid?  Or a bird from the future?

> ~jason

>

>

> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

> Jason R. Finley

> Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

> Cognitive Division

> University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

>

> 603 East Daniel Street

> Champaign, IL 61820

>

> cell: 949-433-4216

> jrfinley@uiuc.edu

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/

> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes 

------------------------------

Message: 4

Date: Mon, 17 Mar 2008 22:41:19 -0500

From: "Brian Threlkeld" <threlkster@gmail.com>

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature


Center)
SunMarch 16th

To: "Birdnotes Notes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Cc: Jim and Ann Nelson <Kingfishers2@verizon.net>

Message-ID:


<30ec30250803172041q6c0b0295y369dca43a798c930@mail.gmail.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Could be a junco.  On the Sunday birdwalk, however, I though I heard one

of

the participants mention that a leucistic bird had been seen around the

APNC

this winter; I believe the word was that it was a goldfinch.  Beth?

Helen?

Does that ring a bell?

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On Mon, Mar 17, 2008 at 10:18 PM, Jim and Ann Nelson <

Kingfishers2@verizon.net> wrote:

> Looks like it might be a Dark-eyed Junco with aberrant plumage.  Not

an

> albino.  I think the term is leucistic.

>

> Jim Nelson

> Bethesda, Maryland

>

> --------------------------------------------------

> From: "Jason R. Finley" <jrfinley@uiuc.edu>

> Sent: Monday, March 17, 2008 7:30 PM

> To: "Birdnotes Notes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Mystery White Bird at Busey Woods (Nature Center)

> SunMarch 16th

>

> > Was stunned to see a bird that looked like nothing I've ever seen

> > before!

> >

> > It was a little mostly-white bird, about the size and shape of a

Junco.

> > Saw this little dude at the feeders at the Anita Purves Nature

Center

> at

> > Busey Woods at 2:53pm on Sunday March 16th, 02008.  S/he was

foraging

> > with some Dark-Eyed Juncos and Mourning Doves. I only got a  few

crappy

> > shots before s/he flew off across the road to a tree on the  edge of

the

> > golf course area.

> >

> > Here are the photos:

> > http://www.jasonfinley.com/BuseyWhiteBird3-16-08/

> >

> > The closest thing I can find in the Sibley guide is a Snow Bunting

(or

> > McKay's Bunting, but the range is nowhere NEAR here).  But a few

things

> > are puzzling:

> >

> > 1) the back is not black

> > 2) the beak is is not black (but rather a very light almost-white

cream

> color)

> >

> > So what does everyone think?  Was this a Snow Bunting in some kind

of

> > weird intermediate stage of plumage/beak-color?  Or some kind of

>  strange

> > hybrid?  Or a bird from the future?

> >

> > ~jason

> >

> >

> > ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

> > Jason R. Finley

> > Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

> > Cognitive Division

> > University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

>

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080317/77f

9e552/attachment-0001.htm
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_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

End of Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 18

*****************************************

From smithsje at egix.net  Tue Mar 18 08:48:22 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Tue Mar 18 18:17:20 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] mystery bird

Message-ID: <200803181349.m2IDnuUK003028@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This bird could be either a Goldfinch or a Junco.  It appears to be a bit smaller than the Junco in the

photos.  Otherwise, I'd say it was a Junco for sure.  If a Cooper's or Sharpie arrived, Juncos would dive

into bushes, whereas, a Goldfinch would have flown up high.   

I have had both whitish Goldfinches and Juncos at our feeders here at home.  It is not all that unusual. 

Other partly white birds that we've had here include cowbirds, house sparrows, robins, grackles, red-winged blackbirds, horned larks, yellow-rumped warblers, and golden plovers.  None were pure white. Just white enough to cause confusioin. 

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-18

From roper37 at gmail.com  Tue Mar 18 23:00:15 2008

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Tue Mar 18 23:01:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] late fairmont sightings

Message-ID: <9b7905150803182100h6ae625f7o98d0e348f9236d5c@mail.gmail.com>

Sorry for the late post....

On Sunday evening at about 6pm Suzy and I arrived at the Fairmont quarries

and had a pretty good hour of birding. Shortly after getting there we saw a

flock of 32 SANDHILL CRANES flying overhead. We were hoping that they would

decide to land since it seems like suitable habitat but they continued on. A

few minutes later I spotted three sandhill cranes standing in the tall grass

between the two south ponds and about five minutes after that the larger

flock returned and landed near the other three. We had fairly decent looks

despite the failing light.

Our other highlight for the evening was a SHORT-EARED OWL (a bird that has

eluded us for a long time) pestering a NORTHERN HARRIER. Or maybe it was the

other way around. We were able to watch it soaring low in front of the sun

set for about ten minutes.

Other birds seen were:

Cowbirds

Kestrel

Red-tailed hawk

Northern pintail (a pair)

Scaup sp.

American coot

Hooded mergansers (at least 30)

Ring-necked ducks

Killdeer

Pheasant

Mallards

Red-winged blackbirds

Common grackles

Eastern meadowlarks

Canada geese

Starlings

Mourning doves

Cardinals

Robins

It sure is nice to have some new birds moving in.

Sarah Roper

Urbana

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080318/99058e14/attachment.htm

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Thu Mar 20 11:52:52 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Thu Mar 20 12:46:08 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 3/16 Busey walk

Message-ID: <20080320115252.BDQ15858@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Thanks to Bryan for reporting on Sunday's walk. I sent the list to our website, but not birdnotes. We did have a few other species, so Ill give the list I have. Canada Geese 13, Wood Duck 2, Cooper's Hawk pair, Killdeer 2, WOODCOCK 1, Mourning dove 10, Red-bellied Woodpecker 10, Y.B. Sapsucker 1, FLICKER 1, Poebe 3, Jay 4, Crow 2, White-breasted Nuthatch 3, Carolina wren 3, Bluebird 3, Robin, 6, Starling 2, Cardinal 4, Song Sparrow 6, Redwing 6, RUSTY BLACKBIRD 1, Grackle 4, PINE SISKIN 1, Goldfinch 12, House Sparrow 1. After church I came back to retreive a lost mitten and saw the leucistic (white) junco at the feeders. I've put the more interesting birds in caps. We also had well grown fairy shrimp, salamander eggs, and a dead salamander in the pond.A great morning. We will hike as usual on Easter Sunday.

Beth Chato

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Fri Mar 21 11:28:16 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Fri Mar 21 11:29:04 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] No sightings

Message-ID: <032120081628.16593.47E3E22000075D33000040D122007636929D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Having computer problems. If anyone gets this could they please let me know. Thanks.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Fri Mar 21 13:46:09 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Fri Mar 21 13:46:17 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard: Sharp Shinned Hawk

In-Reply-To: <507829.34677.qm@web31305.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9019E@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I had a Sharp Shinned Hawk fly through the backyard Wednesday afternoon

about 12:45...

Today, we have a Red Tailed Hawk flying around the neighborhood (this

has become quite a common event).  It likes to perch on the 911 towers

across the street.

Bob Vaiden

From threlkster at gmail.com  Fri Mar 21 14:57:46 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Mar 21 15:24:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 21 March

Message-ID: <30ec30250803211257u7c1866f7w3dda32b35a257ea2@mail.gmail.com>

Looks like we just (2:50 p.m.) had 3 male PURPLE FINCHES at our feeder.  The

brightness of the raspberry wash was striking in contrast to the regular

crowd of male house finches, as was its extent, especially the red on the

crown, back, and rump/upper tail coverts.  Before this I'd previously ID'ed

only one (male) PF out back.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Fri Mar 21 15:53:47 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Mar 21 15:54:17 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 21 March, pt. 2

Message-ID: <30ec30250803211353o7b364278t51ebc28c96cf0bbc@mail.gmail.com>

3:40

And, just had a male-female pair of PURPLE FINCHES at the feeder.  Pretty

sure it's the first time I've seen a female here -- and perhaps elsewhere,

at that.  Her whitish eyebrow is highly distinctive.  It brings to mind the

look of a female rose-breasted grosbeak . . . but clearly without the

grosbeak's sparrow/finch-on-steroids size!

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri Mar 21 18:02:36 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri Mar 21 18:02:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Turkey vultures

Message-ID: <251214.13868.qm@web65716.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Just spotted a flock of about 12 Turkey Vultures soaring north above the intersection of Prospect and Springfield.

  Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.

-------------- next part --------------
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From aormerod at cyrus.psych.uiuc.edu  Fri Mar 21 19:15:27 2008

From: aormerod at cyrus.psych.uiuc.edu (aormerod@cyrus.psych.uiuc.edu)

Date: Fri Mar 21 19:44:28 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] possible Fox Sparrow sighting

In-Reply-To: <251214.13868.qm@web65716.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

References: <251214.13868.qm@web65716.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <20080321191527.rrspv5il980swcs0@www.psych.uiuc.edu>

Have others seen Fox Sparrows this Spring?  I think we had 4-5 in the  

backyard (near Springfield and Prospect) digging around in the dead  

leaves.  I also saw the Turkey Vultures, around 6PM.

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Fri Mar 21 20:33:47 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Fri Mar 21 20:34:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] no sightings 

Message-ID: <032220080133.5498.47E461FB000230BA0000157A22007621949D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Thanks to everyone for the responses to me email.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080322/db43bfd9/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Fri Mar 21 21:20:37 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Fri Mar 21 21:22:42 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Shrike

Message-ID: <032220080220.24450.47E46CF500077DB900005F8222007621949D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

This is late due to my computer malfunctions...

Saw a Northern Shrike at the Conservation Area/Buffalo Trace yesterday morning. Was walking back to the car at the Crowley Rd parking lot on the sidewalk. It was in the very top of a tall tree at the south side of the grove of trees that extend north and south of the walk. It was sitting on a limb next to a nest and hardly moved, just kept vocalizing in a complicated way. I never heard one before and had trouble locating it as I thought it was closer than it was. It sang for about 5 minutes and then flew south away from me to another high tree. I didn't hear it singing there and I couldn't stay.

Does anyone know how long they stay around? I was surprised to see it.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From gentner at uiuc.edu  Sat Mar 22 13:25:12 2008

From: gentner at uiuc.edu (gentner@uiuc.edu)

Date: Sat Mar 22 13:25:22 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] possible Fox Sparrow sighting

Message-ID: <20080322132512.BDS02514@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

I too have had fox sparrows this spring---2 pairs have been "hangin out" for the past 2 weeks---a first for me !  

---- Original message ----

>Date: Fri, 21 Mar 2008 19:15:27 -0500

>From: aormerod@cyrus.psych.uiuc.edu  

>Subject: [Birdnotes] possible Fox Sparrow sighting  

>To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>

>Have others seen Fox Sparrows this Spring?  I think we had 4-5 in the  

>backyard (near Springfield and Prospect) digging around in the dead  

>leaves.  I also saw the Turkey Vultures, around 6PM.

>

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

You must BE the change you want to see 

in the world.

                  Mahatma Ghandhi

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

From gentner at uiuc.edu  Sat Mar 22 13:40:32 2008

From: gentner at uiuc.edu (gentner@uiuc.edu)

Date: Sat Mar 22 13:52:01 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard: Sharp

 Shinned Hawk

Message-ID: <20080322134032.BDS03111@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

 Yesterday morning I saw a sharp shinned hawk in the forestry area  perched in the douglas firs ( across race st, just south from the Meadowbrook farmhouse) I thought it was a Merlin at first, but it had red eyes....?   

---- Original message ----

>Date: Fri, 21 Mar 2008 13:46:09 -0500

>From: "Vaiden, Robert" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu>  

>Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard: Sharp Shinned Hawk  

>To: "Birdnotes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

>

>I had a Sharp Shinned Hawk fly through the backyard Wednesday afternoon

>about 12:45...

>

>Today, we have a Red Tailed Hawk flying around the neighborhood (this

>has become quite a common event).  It likes to perch on the 911 towers

>across the street.

>

>Bob Vaiden

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Sat Mar 22 18:43:23 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Sat Mar 22 18:43:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-shouldered Hawk, Northern Harrier

Message-ID: <898893.99255.qm@web65704.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

While conducting our March raptor survey, Alyssa Digges spotted a Red-shouldered Hawk southwest of the power plant at Clinton Lake.  Joe Trotter found a Northern Harrier along Piatt County 2200 N about two miles east of Weldon.  Cathy Digges also spotted some of the American Kestrels, Red-tailed Hawks and Turkey Vultures which rounded out the species count.

Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.

-------------- next part --------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Mar 22 19:08:16 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Mar 22 19:08:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods South Fill area (Urbana) Raptor Sighting

In-Reply-To: <898893.99255.qm@web65704.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

References: <898893.99255.qm@web65704.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0803221855440.9726@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Was checking the ID of an invasive tree species in Busey Woods when I saw 

a large hawklike bird.

Felt like a really poor birder when I saw a large raptor fly out of the 

trees in the South Fill area of busey woods followed closely by one crow.

Suddenly realized that I had forgotten my binoculars!!!

The "Hawk" looked like it had a long narrow tail.

It and the crow flew WNW into the wind.

It may have been a Harrier or more likely a Red Shouldered Hawk.

It couldn't have been a large falcon or the crow would have served as a 

late lunch. :)

Good birding,

Jim Hoyt

PS. Please feel free to help me out with this ID.

PPS. Crocuses and Easter Flowers are popping out of the ground!

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From smithsje at egix.net  Sat Mar 22 20:44:39 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sat Mar 22 20:46:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Feeder critters.

Message-ID: <200803230146.m2N1kKcT018451@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

To see what else might be visiting your feeders, take a good flashlight and look over the bird feeders several hours after darkness. 

We have at least three skunks, several opossums, and sometimes a raccoon.  

I've had to be careful where I walk to prevent stepping on a skunk.  

Footprints left over night indicate indicate deer, fox and coyote also check out the feeders.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-22

From gentner at uiuc.edu  Sun Mar 23 11:10:23 2008

From: gentner at uiuc.edu (gentner@uiuc.edu)

Date: Sun Mar 23 11:10:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: correction re:Homer Lake pileated woodpecker/

 Painted Redstarts?

Message-ID: <20080323111023.BDS50088@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

I incorrectly stated the pileated woodpecker I saw was flying WNW, but in fact it was flying W-South!-W  out of the new wetlands area towards the lake. I hope I didn't send anyone in the wrong direction looking....

(I am fairly confident) I spotted several Painted Redstarts 2 days ago in the U of I forestry woods closest to Windsor Rd--across from the street from the Meadowbrook garden plots....could it be? I seem to distinctly remember seeing a white arc under its eye...brilliant red-orange belly on one of them

Darcy Gentner

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

You must BE the change you want to see 

in the world.

                  Mahatma Ghandhi

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

From lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com  Sun Mar 23 11:58:37 2008

From: lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com (Linda Case)

Date: Sun Mar 23 11:58:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Possible Mississippi Kite at Lake of the Woods

In-Reply-To: <20080323111023.BDS50088@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <007201c88d07$2374e510$6801a8c0@vegan2>

Greetings,

Mike and I saw what we think was a Mississippi Kite at the Lake of the Woods

Conservation area while on our morning run today.  The bird flew into a tree

on the eastern edge of the grove of trees that is located approximately ?

mile on the paved path west of Rte. 47.  We stopped and were able to watch

the bird from several views for quite a long time.  We both noticed that the

bird had a ?dove-like? head shape, which suggested some type of Kite.  He

had a solid white breast, no striping or spots at all and grey wings and a

relatively thin tail.  (At first when we saw the white, we were thinking it

could be the Northern Shrike that Charlene has reported seeing; but the bird

was bigger than a shrike and the pigeon-like head was very distinctive).

Unfortunately, we were running so did not have our binocs with us.  The bird

looked bigger than a Kestrel but smaller than a Coopers Hawk.  We watched

until he flew from the tree toward the open field and landed in the deep

grass on the north side of the path. 

When we came home we used Thayers and various books to try to identify the

bird.  Although the bird looked (to me anyway) more like a White-tailed Kite

because of the very white breast, it seems much more likely that it was a

Mississippi Kite based upon the distribution maps that we looked at.

We will look for this guy again tomorrow morning when we are out. Has anyone

else seen Kites in this area? (This was a first for us!)

Happy Spring!

Linda

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

(217) 586-4864

www.autumngoldconsulting.com <http://www.autumngoldconsulting.com/>  

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com  or lcase@uiuc.edu 

-----Original Message-----

-------------- next part --------------
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From betuana at hotmail.com  Sun Mar 23 12:21:01 2008

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Sun Mar 23 12:22:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook 3/21 Late afternoon - Warblers!

Message-ID: <BAY139-W44661017DFB612467E5BCBA7030@phx.gbl>

My first message apparently didn't go through, so here it is again!

We went for a walk at Meadowbrook late afternoon (4:30ish) on Friday. The main prairie area south of the playground and parking lot was fairly quiet. Along the south paved trail heading west we saw a song sparrow in the brush, and several pairs of cardinals were in the trees. There was a couple of crows chasing each other around the tops of the trees to the south of the savanah restoration area, and we heard red winged blackbirds and some blue jays yelling.

At the bridge in the SW corner we saw a downy woodpecker in the trees. We also saw about 6 YELLOW RUMPED WARBLERS flitting around in the trees there, males and females. We stayed and watched them for a while. Further down Race St, a bit north of the garden plots, in the forestry area across the way there were a pair of Cooper's Hawks flying in the trees and calling.

After that we mostly just heard and saw more red winged blackbirds and some grackles. We were pretty excited to have seen the warblers though!

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________

Watch ?Cause Effect,? a show about real people making a real difference.  Learn more.

http://im.live.com/Messenger/IM/MTV/?source=text_watchcause
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Mar 23 13:35:13 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Mar 23 13:35:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard hygiene

Message-ID: <30ec30250803231135v9c6262dyfe8cb6359aa475f7@mail.gmail.com>

All right, the *real* first sign of spring:  two robins washing up in the

bird bath.

Better put out clean guest towels . . . .

The juncos are still around.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080323/7eb63e89/attachment.htm

From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Sun Mar 23 14:14:48 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Sun Mar 23 14:11:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Loons

Message-ID: <002b01c88d1a$2a62c000$9158b0d8@DELL>

I had insomnia last night.  Going over all the Easter preparations in my semi-sleep.  A bit after midnight I heard lonesome calls and at first thought it coyotes.  I got up to open the door so I could hear better, and it was Loons calling, apparently from the flooded Kaskaskia Bottom.  I hope they have enough room to take off, but the bottom lands are flooded from hill to hill, so suspect they will be fine.  I wished to be down there so I could have seen them dancing in the moonlight.  What a thrill spring brings to central IL.  Even if there was nice big snowflakes today, spring is really just around the corner.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net

-------------- next part --------------
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Sun Mar 23 14:51:38 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Sun Mar 23 15:21:50 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sunday Walk

Message-ID: <20080323145138.BDS58020@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Ten of us started Easter Sunday in the woods, and it was a cold but rewarding morning. We also checked Crystal Lake Park and saw first hand the extent of the recent big flood. The water is now gone, but we were walking over sand strewn with corn cobs and stalks in one area. Highlight in Busey was a Barred Owl seen and later heard calling. 

Here's the list:  37 species, 5 new this week

6 Flyover Canada geese, 2 mallard, 2 wood duck, pair Cooper's hawk, 1 red-tail low in woods, 1 killdeer, 1 woodcock, 4 ring-billed gulls, 6 mourning dove, 1 barred owl, 1 kingfisher, 4 red-bellied woodpeckers, 2 sapsuckers, 5 downies, 1 flicker, 2 phoebe, 2 jay, 1 crow, 1 blackcapped chickadee, 6 white-breasted nuthatches, 1 brown creeper, 2 Carolina wrens, 2 golden-crowned kinglet, 10 robin, 8 starling, 8 cardinal, 2 towhee, 9 fox sparrow, 7 song sparrow, 1 swamp sparrow, 20 junco, 8 red-wings, 2 grackles, pair cowbird, 2 house finch, 4 goldfinch, 2 house sparrow. Multiple numbers are approximate.

Prairie Chicken booming trip near Newton, Il next weekend. Call me, 344-6803 for details.

From tkovacs at uiuc.edu  Sun Mar 23 16:22:35 2008

From: tkovacs at uiuc.edu (Thomas Kovacs)

Date: Sun Mar 23 16:23:05 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] sightings

Message-ID: <p06240800c40c79e094ea@[192.168.1.66]>

This morning at Meadowbrook Yellow-rumped warblers and a Golden 

Crowned Kinglet in Forestry.

Tom Kovacs

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Sun Mar 23 19:16:00 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Sun Mar 23 19:16:07 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lake of the Woods

Message-ID: <799004.37406.qm@web65708.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

On a late afternoon stroll along the eastern part of the bike path at Lake of the Woods, we heard an Eastern Phoebe calling near the covered bridge, heard a Golden-crowned Kinglet in the woods northeast of the bridge, had a flock of 45 or so Turkey Vultures riding the ridge line along the river near the power lines north of the golf course.  We also saw approximately 8-10 Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers in the woods southeast of the bridge.  

Earlier in the afternoon, I had a Purple Finch at my feeders, a yard bird for me.

Roger Digges 

---------------------------------

Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.
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From smithsje at egix.net  Sun Mar 23 20:24:29 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sun Mar 23 20:26:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fairmount Quarry

Message-ID: <200803240126.m2O1QBVa024489@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

We went to the Fairmount Quarry this afternoon to look for ducks.

Here is the list: Hooded Merganser 15 to 20

Coot



3

Lessor Scaup   50 to 100

Ring-necked Duck      5

Redhead




8 to 10

Ruddy Duck



2

Mallard





4

Pied-billed Grebe
    3

Horned or Eared Grebe  1  (plumage between winter and breeding)

Great-blue Heron
   3

Eastern Meadow Lark
 20 to 30

No hawks

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-23

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Mar 23 20:24:18 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Mar 23 20:27:05 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Corpus Christi, Texas (No sightings)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E0F34397F@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I just returned from Corpus Christi, Texas where I spent a week visiting family and doing some birding.  It was, as always, a fabulous place with flocks of more than 200 Willets, 250+ Avocets and more than 500 Black Skimmers.

I have revamped the Corpus Christi page of my web site.  If you'd like to see some of my photos, please take a look:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Corpus%20Christi.html

Greg Lambeth

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Mon Mar 24 09:56:57 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Mon Mar 24 09:57:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] white birds up high

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080324095327.05594ab8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

This morning (around 8:30) while walking my dog at Meadowbrook  a small 

flock (around a dozen) of white birds flew over pretty high.  More or less 

V formation.  I did not have binoculars with me so I couldn't decide 

between snow geese (late for them) and pelicans but it almost had to be one 

or the other.



--Helen Parker

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Mon Mar 24 10:48:07 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Mon Mar 24 10:54:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fairmount Quarry

In-Reply-To: <200803240126.m2O1QBVa024489@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <550740.63953.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  How do you get to the Fairmount Quarry?

  Bernie Sloan

Jim & Eleanor Smith <smithsje@egix.net> wrote:

  Hello, Bird,

We went to the Fairmount Quarry this afternoon to look for ducks.

Here is the list: Hooded Merganser 15 to 20

Coot 3

Lessor Scaup 50 to 100

Ring-necked Duck 5

Redhead 8 to 10

Ruddy Duck 2

Mallard 4

Pied-billed Grebe 3

Horned or Eared Grebe 1 (plumage between winter and breeding)

Great-blue Heron 3

Eastern Meadow Lark 20 to 30

No hawks

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-03-23

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.
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From seyler at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Mar 24 13:07:27 2008

From: seyler at isgs.uiuc.edu (Seyler, Beverly)

Date: Mon Mar 24 13:31:22 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE:Riverbend sightings 

In-Reply-To: <200803240126.m2O1QBVa024489@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90702557E4D@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Sightings from Weekend March 22 and 23 at and near Riverbend

Common loon

Horned grebe

Pie-billed grebe

Coots

Golden crowned kinglets 

Fox sparrows

Eastern towhee

Kingfishers at least 1 pair

Red tailed hawks

Turkey vultures

Bluebirds at least 3 pairs

Song sparrows

Barred owl

Far pond

Sunday

Pair of pintail ducks

Saturday

Green winged teal small flock

About 5 pairs of wood ducks

Great blue herons 2

Scaups

Ring necked duck

Canvas back

Old Quarry Pond on 2000N Sunday and Mon morn.

Small flock of northern shovelers

Beverly Seyler

From astrid at insightbb.com  Mon Mar 24 13:49:22 2008

From: astrid at insightbb.com (Astrid Berkson)

Date: Mon Mar 24 13:58:52 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] change of address

Message-ID: <47E7F7B2.9090405@comcast.net>

my address has changed from astrid@insightbb.com to astridjb@comcast.net

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Mar 24 21:02:01 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Mar 24 21:02:07 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] A strange call at Meadowbrook this morning

Message-ID: <634884.16254.qm@web65702.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Early Monday morning, around 5:30 a.m., Cathy and I heard a strange call as we exited the car.  The call was coming from the woods southeast of the Race Street parking lot.  The call, more like a harsh, monotonal scream, repeated for at least the 10-15 minutes we were in earshot.  By the time we got around to that area, walkers with dogs had gone through, and the call had stopped.  

I have been searching for that sound in various nature databases off and on through the day.  Finally, late tonight, I came across this site, and a sound which Cathy agrees duplicated what we heard:

http://ask.metafilter.com/38209/What-animal-produces-this-cry

The sound was that of a bobcat, calling in a central Virginia woods, recorded by a layperson from his yard.

I am more hesitant to post this than I was the sighting of the animal I think may have been a bobcat a few weeks ago, because I don't want to sound obsessed, and, unlike the sighting, which I was able to post within an hour, it was over 12 hours between when we heard the call, and when I found the recording.  (Although Cathy was down the hall when I pulled it up, and when she heard it, volunteered it was the call we heard this morning.)

At this point, let's just leave it as a strange call.  I hope someone else hears it.  And if you know what it is, let me know!

Roger Digges 

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Tue Mar 25 10:29:02 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Tue Mar 25 10:29:44 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] A strange call at Meadowbrook this morning

In-Reply-To: <634884.16254.qm@web65702.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <674273.11850.qm@web57109.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Roger,

  Possibly a fox?

  Go to the following web page: 

  http://www.angelfire.com/ar2/thefoxden/sounds.html

  And then click on the "fox_territory_call.wav" link:

  It sounds a LOT like the recording you found.

  Bernie Sloan

Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com> wrote:

  Early Monday morning, around 5:30 a.m., Cathy and I heard a strange call as we exited the car.  The call was coming from the woods southeast of the Race Street parking lot.  The call, more like a harsh, monotonal scream, repeated for at least the 10-15 minutes we were in earshot.  By the time we got around to that area, walkers with dogs had gone through, and the call had stopped.  

I have been searching for that sound in various nature databases off and on through the day.  Finally, late tonight, I came across this site, and a sound which Cathy agrees duplicated what we heard:

http://ask.metafilter.com/38209/What-animal-produces-this-cry

The sound was that of a bobcat, calling in a central Virginia woods, recorded by a layperson from his yard.

I am more hesitant to post this than I was the sighting of the animal I think may have been a bobcat a few weeks ago, because I don't want to sound obsessed, and, unlike the sighting, which I was able to post within an hour, it was over 12 hours between when we heard the call, and when I found the recording.  (Although Cathy was down the hall when I pulled it up, and when she heard it, volunteered it was the call we heard this morning.)

At this point, let's just leave it as a strange call.  I hope someone else hears it.  And if you know what it is, let me know!

Roger Digges 

---------------------------------

  Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your homepage._______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------
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From jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org  Tue Mar 25 13:48:59 2008

From: jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org (Miller, Judith)

Date: Tue Mar 25 13:49:22 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 26

In-Reply-To: <20080325170201.EB0972125A6D@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

References: <20080325170201.EB0972125A6D@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

Message-ID: <E44E108D9854DB4180D1D26D224CCCEA50CCED@crystalake.city.urbana.il.us>

Here's a list of birds seen yesterday by the U of I Ornithology class

Attached is a list of birds that were seen or heard either within

Busey/Crystal Lake or over Busey/Crystal Lake.  

34 species

Canada goose

Mallard

Wood duck

Cooper's hawk

Red-tailed hawk

Killdeer

Mourning dove

Rock pigeon

Belted kingfisher

Northern flicker

Red-bellied woodpecker

Downy woodpecker

Eastern phoebe

Chickadee sp.

White-breasted nuthatch

Red-breasted nuthatch

Brown creeper

Carolina wren

Golden-crowned kinglet

American robin

Blue jay

American crow

Northern cardinal

American goldfinch

House finch

White-crowned sparrow

Fox sparrow

Song sparrow

Dark-eyed junco

Common grackle

Red-winged blackbird

European starling

Brown-headed cowbird

House sparrow

List provided by Mark Alessi; M.S. Student in Wildlife Ecology

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Judy Miller

Environmental Program Manager

Urbana Park District - Celebrating 100 years 1907-2007

Anita Purves Nature Center

1505 N. Broadway

Urbana, IL 61801

217-384-4062

217-384-1052 (fax)

www.urbanaparks.org

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

Sent: Tuesday, March 25, 2008 12:02 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 26

Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to


birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to


birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

You can reach the person managing the list at


birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific

than "Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

Today's Topics:

   1. RE:Riverbend sightings  (Seyler, Beverly)

   2. change of address (Astrid Berkson)

   3. A strange call at Meadowbrook this morning (Roger Digges)

   4. Re: A strange call at Meadowbrook this morning (B.G. Sloan)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Message: 1

Date: Mon, 24 Mar 2008 13:07:27 -0500

From: "Seyler, Beverly" <seyler@isgs.uiuc.edu>

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE:Riverbend sightings 

To: "Bird Notes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90702557E4D@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain;
charset="US-ASCII"

Sightings from Weekend March 22 and 23 at and near Riverbend

Common loon

Horned grebe

Pie-billed grebe

Coots

Golden crowned kinglets 

Fox sparrows

Eastern towhee

Kingfishers at least 1 pair

Red tailed hawks

Turkey vultures

Bluebirds at least 3 pairs

Song sparrows

Barred owl

Far pond

Sunday

Pair of pintail ducks

Saturday

Green winged teal small flock

About 5 pairs of wood ducks

Great blue herons 2

Scaups

Ring necked duck

Canvas back

Old Quarry Pond on 2000N Sunday and Mon morn.

Small flock of northern shovelers

Beverly Seyler

------------------------------

Message: 2

Date: Mon, 24 Mar 2008 13:49:22 -0500

From: Astrid Berkson <astrid@insightbb.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] change of address

To: birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>, Bob Marion


<rhmarion@msn.com>, 
Bridgett Wakefield

<Bridgett@gr-arch.com>,
carol


M Marks <silkysorky@insightbb.com>, ccasboard@yahoogroups.com,

CCD


Information <info@champaigncountydemocrats.org>,


cchcc@healthcareconsumers.org, Chana Bursztyn


<bursztyn@sbcglobal.net>, 
charlene anchor

<charleneanchor@msn.com>,


"'Alan Berry'" <beansb@woh.rr.com>, am1huggett@aol.com,
Fred

Paulicka


<FPaul1NCRA@aol.com>, Gene Beck <n9mrg@hotmail.com>,
James

Brooks


<hanoukman@gmail.com>,
Marjorie Marion <mamarion1@msn.com>,

Richard


Smania <TCSmania@aol.com>, 
don rigazio

<djrigaz27@embarqmail.com>,


David Berkson <daveberkson@yahoo.com>, David Goodman


<dgoodman@uiuc.edu>,
david ilstud <ilstuniversity01@aol.com>,

David


Kovacic <dpkovacic@sbcglobal.net>, dawn <Motherlands@yahoo.com>,


dcameron@neuro-ortho.org, Debra Custer <dkcuster@insightbb.com>,

Debra


Kay Schrishuhn <dschrishuhn@alaraarabians.com>,
denise bredt


<danuta100@comcast.net>, Diana Lenik <dlenik@prairienet.org>,

Diane


Ore <dianesore@sbcglobal.net>, dlunzicker@yahoo.com,
don

rigazio


<djrigaz27@embarqmail.com>,
donna hilton

<djhdonna@earthlink.net>,


doreen <dohalb@insightbb.com>,
Dorothy Neumann


<neumando3530@yahoo.com>, douglas moore <lomond@gmail.com>

Message-ID: <47E7F7B2.9090405@comcast.net>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1; format=flowed

my address has changed from astrid@insightbb.com to astridjb@comcast.net

------------------------------

Message: 3

Date: Mon, 24 Mar 2008 19:02:01 -0700 (PDT)

From: Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] A strange call at Meadowbrook this morning

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <634884.16254.qm@web65702.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Early Monday morning, around 5:30 a.m., Cathy and I heard a strange call

as we exited the car.  The call was coming from the woods southeast of

the Race Street parking lot.  The call, more like a harsh, monotonal

scream, repeated for at least the 10-15 minutes we were in earshot.  By

the time we got around to that area, walkers with dogs had gone through,

and the call had stopped.  

I have been searching for that sound in various nature databases off and

on through the day.  Finally, late tonight, I came across this site, and

a sound which Cathy agrees duplicated what we heard:

http://ask.metafilter.com/38209/What-animal-produces-this-cry

The sound was that of a bobcat, calling in a central Virginia woods,

recorded by a layperson from his yard.

I am more hesitant to post this than I was the sighting of the animal I

think may have been a bobcat a few weeks ago, because I don't want to

sound obsessed, and, unlike the sighting, which I was able to post

within an hour, it was over 12 hours between when we heard the call, and

when I found the recording.  (Although Cathy was down the hall when I

pulled it up, and when she heard it, volunteered it was the call we

heard this morning.)

At this point, let's just leave it as a strange call.  I hope someone

else hears it.  And if you know what it is, let me know!

Roger Digges 

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080324/5b1

bc243/attachment-0001.htm

------------------------------

Message: 4

Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2008 08:29:02 -0700 (PDT)

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] A strange call at Meadowbrook this morning

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <674273.11850.qm@web57109.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

  Roger,

  Possibly a fox?

  Go to the following web page: 

  http://www.angelfire.com/ar2/thefoxden/sounds.html

  And then click on the "fox_territory_call.wav" link:

  It sounds a LOT like the recording you found.

  Bernie Sloan

Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com> wrote:

  Early Monday morning, around 5:30 a.m., Cathy and I heard a strange

call as we exited the car.  The call was coming from the woods southeast

of the Race Street parking lot.  The call, more like a harsh, monotonal

scream, repeated for at least the 10-15 minutes we were in earshot.  By

the time we got around to that area, walkers with dogs had gone through,

and the call had stopped.  

I have been searching for that sound in various nature databases off and

on through the day.  Finally, late tonight, I came across this site, and

a sound which Cathy agrees duplicated what we heard:

http://ask.metafilter.com/38209/What-animal-produces-this-cry

The sound was that of a bobcat, calling in a central Virginia woods,

recorded by a layperson from his yard.

I am more hesitant to post this than I was the sighting of the animal I

think may have been a bobcat a few weeks ago, because I don't want to

sound obsessed, and, unlike the sighting, which I was able to post

within an hour, it was over 12 hours between when we heard the call, and

when I found the recording.  (Although Cathy was down the hall when I

pulled it up, and when she heard it, volunteered it was the call we

heard this morning.)

At this point, let's just leave it as a strange call.  I hope someone

else hears it.  And if you know what it is, let me know!

Roger Digges 

---------------------------------

  Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your

homepage._______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo!

Search.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080325/92f

9be17/attachment-0001.htm

------------------------------

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

End of Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 26

*****************************************

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Tue Mar 25 20:20:24 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Tue Mar 25 20:27:31 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning

Message-ID: <740881.60286.qm@web65713.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

The strong south breeze made listening difficult on my early morning walk, but still picked up the "peents" of three displaying Woodcocks as well as a Killdeer and the usual robins, cardinals and song sparrows.  There was also a Golden-crowned Kinglet.  Thanks to Bernie Sloan, I was able to give a more likely i.d. to yesterday morning's strange call; it sounded most like the territorial call of a red fox.  We listened for it today, and even altered our route, but, perhaps because the "dog people" preceded us on the path, it was silent.

Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo! Search.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080325/1355fd42/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Tue Mar 25 20:57:13 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Tue Mar 25 20:57:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning

Message-ID: <032620080157.7567.47E9AD79000B12C900001D8F22070032019D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part --------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning

Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2008 01:28:20 +0000

Size: 672

Url: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080326/0c87901a/attachment.eml

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Tue Mar 25 21:42:01 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Tue Mar 25 21:42:28 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning - correction

Message-ID: <032620080242.1327.47E9B7F9000D82B70000052F22007504389D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part --------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: ckanchor@comcast.net

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning

Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2008 01:57:56 +0000

Size: 1417

Url: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080326/e2ddc819/attachment-0001.eml

From rem at uiuc.edu  Wed Mar 26 10:15:36 2008

From: rem at uiuc.edu (Robert E Miller)

Date: Wed Mar 26 12:13:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fw: BEAUTIFUL EAGLE STORY A must read !

Message-ID: <20080326101536.BCK25837@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

-------------- next part --------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: <dickc@uiuc.edu>

Subject: Fw: BEAUTIFUL EAGLE STORY A must read !

Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2008 06:53:52 -0500 (CDT)

Size: 133625

Url: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080326/b110cc6f/Message556-0001.eml

From jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org  Wed Mar 26 15:25:48 2008

From: jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org (Miller, Judith)

Date: Wed Mar 26 15:26:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 27

In-Reply-To: <20080326024230.0F67E209F860@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

References: <20080326024230.0F67E209F860@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

Message-ID: <E44E108D9854DB4180D1D26D224CCCEA50CCF6@crystalake.city.urbana.il.us>

Hi all,

I too have heard a similar call, usually in the evening a few hours

after sundown south of the farm house at Meadowbrook.  It is a bit more

like a scream than a growl like what Roger described and after listening

to the fox calls am fairly certain it isn't a fox.  My son and I have

heard it off and on for several years - very irregularly and usually

just a few calls at a time and then nothing.  It is pretty eerie.

Judy Miller

Environmental Program Manager

Urbana Park District - Celebrating 100 years 1907-2007

Anita Purves Nature Center

1505 N. Broadway

Urbana, IL 61801

217-384-4062

217-384-1052 (fax)

www.urbanaparks.org

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

Sent: Tuesday, March 25, 2008 9:43 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 27

Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to


birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to


birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

You can reach the person managing the list at


birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific

than "Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

Today's Topics:

   1. RE: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 26 (Miller, Judith)

   2. Meadowbrook morning (Roger Digges)

   3. Re: Meadowbrook morning (ckanchor@comcast.net)

   4. Re: Meadowbrook morning - correction (ckanchor@comcast.net)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Message: 1

Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2008 13:48:59 -0500

From: "Miller, Judith" <jkmiller@UrbanaParks.Org>

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 26

To: <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:

<E44E108D9854DB4180D1D26D224CCCEA50CCED@crystalake.city.urbana.il.us>

Content-Type: text/plain;
charset="us-ascii"

Here's a list of birds seen yesterday by the U of I Ornithology class

Attached is a list of birds that were seen or heard either within

Busey/Crystal Lake or over Busey/Crystal Lake.  

34 species

Canada goose

Mallard

Wood duck

Cooper's hawk

Red-tailed hawk

Killdeer

Mourning dove

Rock pigeon

Belted kingfisher

Northern flicker

Red-bellied woodpecker

Downy woodpecker

Eastern phoebe

Chickadee sp.

White-breasted nuthatch

Red-breasted nuthatch

Brown creeper

Carolina wren

Golden-crowned kinglet

American robin

Blue jay

American crow

Northern cardinal

American goldfinch

House finch

White-crowned sparrow

Fox sparrow

Song sparrow

Dark-eyed junco

Common grackle

Red-winged blackbird

European starling

Brown-headed cowbird

House sparrow

List provided by Mark Alessi; M.S. Student in Wildlife Ecology

University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign

Judy Miller

Environmental Program Manager

Urbana Park District - Celebrating 100 years 1907-2007

Anita Purves Nature Center

1505 N. Broadway

Urbana, IL 61801

217-384-4062

217-384-1052 (fax)

www.urbanaparks.org

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

Sent: Tuesday, March 25, 2008 12:02 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 26

Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to


birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to


birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

You can reach the person managing the list at


birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific

than "Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

Today's Topics:

   1. RE:Riverbend sightings  (Seyler, Beverly)

   2. change of address (Astrid Berkson)

   3. A strange call at Meadowbrook this morning (Roger Digges)

   4. Re: A strange call at Meadowbrook this morning (B.G. Sloan)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Message: 1

Date: Mon, 24 Mar 2008 13:07:27 -0500

From: "Seyler, Beverly" <seyler@isgs.uiuc.edu>

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE:Riverbend sightings 

To: "Bird Notes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90702557E4D@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain;
charset="US-ASCII"

Sightings from Weekend March 22 and 23 at and near Riverbend

Common loon

Horned grebe

Pie-billed grebe

Coots

Golden crowned kinglets 

Fox sparrows

Eastern towhee

Kingfishers at least 1 pair

Red tailed hawks

Turkey vultures

Bluebirds at least 3 pairs

Song sparrows

Barred owl

Far pond

Sunday

Pair of pintail ducks

Saturday

Green winged teal small flock

About 5 pairs of wood ducks

Great blue herons 2

Scaups

Ring necked duck

Canvas back

Old Quarry Pond on 2000N Sunday and Mon morn.

Small flock of northern shovelers

Beverly Seyler

------------------------------

Message: 2

Date: Mon, 24 Mar 2008 13:49:22 -0500

From: Astrid Berkson <astrid@insightbb.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] change of address

To: birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>, Bob Marion


<rhmarion@msn.com>, 
Bridgett Wakefield

<Bridgett@gr-arch.com>,
carol


M Marks <silkysorky@insightbb.com>, ccasboard@yahoogroups.com,

CCD


Information <info@champaigncountydemocrats.org>,


cchcc@healthcareconsumers.org, Chana Bursztyn


<bursztyn@sbcglobal.net>, 
charlene anchor

<charleneanchor@msn.com>,


"'Alan Berry'" <beansb@woh.rr.com>, am1huggett@aol.com,
Fred

Paulicka


<FPaul1NCRA@aol.com>, Gene Beck <n9mrg@hotmail.com>,
James

Brooks


<hanoukman@gmail.com>,
Marjorie Marion <mamarion1@msn.com>,

Richard


Smania <TCSmania@aol.com>, 
don rigazio

<djrigaz27@embarqmail.com>,


David Berkson <daveberkson@yahoo.com>, David Goodman


<dgoodman@uiuc.edu>,
david ilstud <ilstuniversity01@aol.com>,

David


Kovacic <dpkovacic@sbcglobal.net>, dawn <Motherlands@yahoo.com>,


dcameron@neuro-ortho.org, Debra Custer <dkcuster@insightbb.com>,

Debra


Kay Schrishuhn <dschrishuhn@alaraarabians.com>,
denise bredt


<danuta100@comcast.net>, Diana Lenik <dlenik@prairienet.org>,

Diane


Ore <dianesore@sbcglobal.net>, dlunzicker@yahoo.com,
don

rigazio


<djrigaz27@embarqmail.com>,
donna hilton

<djhdonna@earthlink.net>,


doreen <dohalb@insightbb.com>,
Dorothy Neumann


<neumando3530@yahoo.com>, douglas moore <lomond@gmail.com>

Message-ID: <47E7F7B2.9090405@comcast.net>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=ISO-8859-1; format=flowed

my address has changed from astrid@insightbb.com to astridjb@comcast.net

------------------------------

Message: 3

Date: Mon, 24 Mar 2008 19:02:01 -0700 (PDT)

From: Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] A strange call at Meadowbrook this morning

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <634884.16254.qm@web65702.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Early Monday morning, around 5:30 a.m., Cathy and I heard a strange call

as we exited the car.  The call was coming from the woods southeast of

the Race Street parking lot.  The call, more like a harsh, monotonal

scream, repeated for at least the 10-15 minutes we were in earshot.  By

the time we got around to that area, walkers with dogs had gone through,

and the call had stopped.  

I have been searching for that sound in various nature databases off and

on through the day.  Finally, late tonight, I came across this site, and

a sound which Cathy agrees duplicated what we heard:

http://ask.metafilter.com/38209/What-animal-produces-this-cry

The sound was that of a bobcat, calling in a central Virginia woods,

recorded by a layperson from his yard.

I am more hesitant to post this than I was the sighting of the animal I

think may have been a bobcat a few weeks ago, because I don't want to

sound obsessed, and, unlike the sighting, which I was able to post

within an hour, it was over 12 hours between when we heard the call, and

when I found the recording.  (Although Cathy was down the hall when I

pulled it up, and when she heard it, volunteered it was the call we

heard this morning.)

At this point, let's just leave it as a strange call.  I hope someone

else hears it.  And if you know what it is, let me know!

Roger Digges 

---------------------------------

Never miss a thing.   Make Yahoo your homepage.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080324/5b1

bc243/attachment-0001.htm

------------------------------

Message: 4

Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2008 08:29:02 -0700 (PDT)

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] A strange call at Meadowbrook this morning

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <674273.11850.qm@web57109.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

  Roger,

  Possibly a fox?

  Go to the following web page: 

  http://www.angelfire.com/ar2/thefoxden/sounds.html

  And then click on the "fox_territory_call.wav" link:

  It sounds a LOT like the recording you found.

  Bernie Sloan

Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com> wrote:

  Early Monday morning, around 5:30 a.m., Cathy and I heard a strange

call as we exited the car.  The call was coming from the woods southeast

of the Race Street parking lot.  The call, more like a harsh, monotonal

scream, repeated for at least the 10-15 minutes we were in earshot.  By

the time we got around to that area, walkers with dogs had gone through,

and the call had stopped.  

I have been searching for that sound in various nature databases off and

on through the day.  Finally, late tonight, I came across this site, and

a sound which Cathy agrees duplicated what we heard:

http://ask.metafilter.com/38209/What-animal-produces-this-cry

The sound was that of a bobcat, calling in a central Virginia woods,

recorded by a layperson from his yard.

I am more hesitant to post this than I was the sighting of the animal I

think may have been a bobcat a few weeks ago, because I don't want to

sound obsessed, and, unlike the sighting, which I was able to post

within an hour, it was over 12 hours between when we heard the call, and

when I found the recording.  (Although Cathy was down the hall when I

pulled it up, and when she heard it, volunteered it was the call we

heard this morning.)

At this point, let's just leave it as a strange call.  I hope someone

else hears it.  And if you know what it is, let me know!

Roger Digges 

---------------------------------

  Never miss a thing. Make Yahoo your

homepage._______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo!

Search.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080325/92f

9be17/attachment-0001.htm

------------------------------

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

End of Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 26

*****************************************

------------------------------

Message: 2

Date: Tue, 25 Mar 2008 18:20:24 -0700 (PDT)

From: Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <740881.60286.qm@web65713.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

The strong south breeze made listening difficult on my early morning

walk, but still picked up the "peents" of three displaying Woodcocks as

well as a Killdeer and the usual robins, cardinals and song sparrows.

There was also a Golden-crowned Kinglet.  Thanks to Bernie Sloan, I was

able to give a more likely i.d. to yesterday morning's strange call; it

sounded most like the territorial call of a red fox.  We listened for it

today, and even altered our route, but, perhaps because the "dog people"

preceded us on the path, it was silent.

Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Looking for last minute shopping deals?  Find them fast with Yahoo!

Search.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080325/135

5fd42/attachment-0001.htm

------------------------------

Message: 3

Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2008 01:57:13 +0000

From: ckanchor@comcast.net

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning

To: Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com>,
Birdnotes


<birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:

<032620080157.7567.47E9AD79000B12C900001D8F22070032019D01080C020E050C@co

mcast.net>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part

--------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning

Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2008 01:28:20 +0000

Size: 672

Url:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080326/0c8

7901a/attachment-0001.eml

------------------------------

Message: 4

Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2008 02:42:01 +0000

From: ckanchor@comcast.net

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning - correction

To: Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com>,
Birdnotes


<birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:

<032620080242.1327.47E9B7F9000D82B70000052F22007504389D01080C020E050C@co

mcast.net>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part

--------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: ckanchor@comcast.net

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning

Date: Wed, 26 Mar 2008 01:57:56 +0000

Size: 1417

Url:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080326/e2d

dc819/attachment.eml

------------------------------

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

End of Birdnotes Digest, Vol 50, Issue 27

*****************************************

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Thu Mar 27 11:18:22 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Thu Mar 27 11:18:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] warbler identification

Message-ID: <20080327111822.BDX02347@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Today I learned the value of dish washing procrastination. I have a good view of our backyard from my kitchen sink area and was cleaning up after last night's dinner. A small gray bird appeared in the lilac bush right outside the window. Small, gray, two white wingbars, thin beak- I thought kinglet, but no eyestripe or eyering.Then he flew down to the ground and I saw white outer tail spots. Aha, a warbler, but what kind? I went to the books checking orange-crowned and pine warblers as likely choices. However Peterson's Warbler book, National Geographic, Golden Guide showed no white tailspots on either. Then I looked at Sibley, and there was the Pine warbler with white outer tail spots mentioned as a feature. Curious, I went back to the other guides, checked the texts and found that most did mention the spots. I have him down as a first winter Pine Warbler and a different bird from the Pine Wrbler that was at my feeder on March 8. That one had a bright yellow breast, this ha!

 d !

only a faint tinge of yellow. My theory is that they were attracted by my blooming oriental witch hazel bush. In fact that is where he is right now. The moral is you need more than one field guide, and Sibley wins this round.

Beth Chato

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Mar 29 15:49:26 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Mar 29 15:49:31 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 29 March

Message-ID: <30ec30250803291349j754846e8s62a293ad8f825c88@mail.gmail.com>

Just saw the pair of RED-BREASTED NUTHATCHES at the suet.

DARK-EYED JUNCOS  are still out back.

ROBINS are everywhere, of course.  I guess they're waiting to build nests

when the trees start leafing out.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080329/af9a00e4/attachment.htm

From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Sat Mar 29 16:52:20 2008

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Sat Mar 29 16:51:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-Tail Hawk Nest

Message-ID: <cdb.2b804a0c.35201414@aol.com>

Today I went out to check some Red-Tail Hawk Nest, that I know  of.  Three of 

the nest had Red-Tail Hawks in them. The fourth one had a  surprise in it. It 

had the two immature Great Horned Owls in it. They looked to  be about ready 

to fledge the nest.

This was a first for me. I have never seen immature Great  Horned Owls before.

                                                  Bud Lewsader

**************Create a Home Theater Like the Pros. Watch the video on AOL 

Home.      

(http://home.aol.com/diy/home-improvement-eric-stromer?video=15&ncid=aolhom00030000000001)

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080329/32370135/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Mar 29 21:34:23 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Mar 29 21:34:24 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250803291349j754846e8s62a293ad8f825c88@mail.gmail.com>

References: <30ec30250803291349j754846e8s62a293ad8f825c88@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0803292131220.17636@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

I saw some Phoebes along Oak Ridge Trail while doing some monitoring.

There are also some nice populations of Chorus frogs in the old quarry 

below the ridge.

Spring may not have sprung but is springing...

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Mar 29 21:41:31 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Mar 29 21:41:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0803292131220.17636@bluestem.prairienet.org>

References: <30ec30250803291349j754846e8s62a293ad8f825c88@mail.gmail.com>


<Pine.LNX.4.64.0803292131220.17636@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0803292138200.17636@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Oh my gosh!

Many appologies.

Forgot to give the location of my sighting!

The Phoebe's and Frogs were at Homer Lake Forest Preserve just before 

sunset in the SW corner of the park.

Jim ;-)

On Sat, 29 Mar 2008, James Hoyt wrote:

> Birders,

>

> I saw some Phoebes along Oak Ridge Trail while doing some monitoring.

>

> There are also some nice populations of Chorus frogs in the old quarry below 

> the ridge.

>

> Spring may not have sprung but is springing...

>

> Jim :)

>

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Sat Mar 29 21:49:43 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Sat Mar 29 21:49:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Fri , Riverbend Sat

Message-ID: <033020080249.29315.47EEFFC70005F4750000728322007354469D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

At Meadowbrook Friday morn saw a female Yellow-Rumped Warbler foraging on the ground and flying just a few inches above. Followed behind an Eastern Phoebe for awhile. It landed and then there were 2...just a few feet from each other, not interacting. Then they parted ways. Others seen, besides the regulars, were Fox Sparrows, American Tree Sparrow (only 1), Golden-crowned Kinglets and Juncos.

At Riverbend this morning....the male bluebird's singing paid off! A nest is beginning - a 1" ring of grass. A Tree Swallow was skimming the lake but haven't seen one inland yet. Watched 2 male Belted Kingfishers flying the shoreline and one was clearly chasing the other. At one point they were feet to feet in the air and dropped down together just briefly. Except for the kingfishers the lake was quiet - l Coot, 1 Pied-bill Grebe, 1 Horned Grebe, 1 Common Merganser and 4 Canada Geese and 4 gulls which I thought were Ring-billed...quite a distance away. A number of birds were singing including a towhee.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080330/c69edc33/attachment.htm

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Sun Mar 30 14:04:11 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Sun Mar 30 14:15:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] prairie chicken trip

Message-ID: <20080330140411.BDZ67550@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

   I want to report on the exciting Prairie Chicken trip this past weekend. There were 5 of us from Champaign County Audubon who met in the parking lot of the Chicken refuge headquarters about dawn on Saturday. It was cold but the strutting, booming male chickens soon warmed our hearts, and the sun shone when it came up. Several female chickens perched on a fence to watch those crazy males perform. There were about 12 Prairie Chickens in the group. Although the birds are a fair distance away, with the help of spotting scopes we had quite a good view and we could hear the booming. Another group of people were in blinds out in the middle of the action, but this involves arriving in the dark and staying till the chickens choose to leave, usually around 8 am. The blinds are all booked for this year, and reservations for next year are being taken. While we watched, several Harriers cruised by, as well as a group of 13 Sandhill Cranes, and a small flock of Golden Plover. Earlier a!

 t !

first light several people saw Shart-eared Owls.

   Helen Parker and I went down on Friday afternoon and stayed overnight in Newton. We stopped at Lake Charleston on the way and were amazed to see 24 Common Loons, a flotilla of Red-breasted Mergansers, and Pied and Horned Grebes. A Bald Eagle flew over us. On the way home Saturday we stopped at Arcola Marsh and added a variety of ducks. Most numerous were Shovellers. There was also a flock of Rusty Backbirds. Just before reaching the marsh we passed a flooded corn field. Looking closely we saw that it was full of Golden Plover, some quite near others as far as we could see. We gave a rough estimate of 200 birds.

   These are the highlights of the 161 species that were seen over the two days. The total includes a few that others saw but we missed (Short-eared owl for 1) and the Goldfinches and Juncos at my finder when I got home.If you should want to go see for yourselves, I have directions. 344-6803.

Beth Chato

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Sun Mar 30 15:06:04 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Sun Mar 30 15:06:07 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Prairie Chicken trip typo

Message-ID: <20080330150604.BDZ70000@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Dear Birdnoters,

Helen Parker pointed out to me that I had claimed 161 bird species for our trip. Take off 100- the total should be 61!

Beth Chato

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

