From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Thu May  1 10:36:46 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Thu May  1 10:37:12 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E02@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90214@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

RB GROSBEAK still at feeder as of last evening...

Male YELLOWTHROAT WARBLER in yard this morning...I think a pair nested

here last year.

RC KINGLET...

CHIPPING SPARROW...

B THRASHER...

GOLDFINCH...

Plenty of WT SPARROWS...

CARDINALS, ...and the usual.

Had a BAT flying around last night...

Bob Vaiden

From kiwibird79 at hotmail.com  Thu May  1 12:53:30 2008

From: kiwibird79 at hotmail.com (Courtney McCusker)

Date: Thu May  1 12:53:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Champaign Backyard

Message-ID: <BAY110-W31E6AB99E1846CF4430EBAC0DB0@phx.gbl>

Quick trip home around lunch led to some nice surprises.  Along with all the usual suspects, I had both a male Orchard Oriole and a male Baltimore Oriole in the flowering apple tree in my backyard.  In addition, there was a Tennessee warbler looking for insects in the apple flowers and a Nashville warbler bouncing around the grape vines.

Courtney McCusker

_________________________________________________________________

In a rush? Get real-time answers with Windows Live Messenger.

http://www.windowslive.com/messenger/overview.html?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_Refresh_realtime_042008
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Thu May  1 22:05:34 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Thu May  1 22:06:12 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] backyard birds

Message-ID: <20080501220534.BFG90732@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Yesterday I was stranded without a car to do the errrands that I had planned,so I set up the mister over my birdbath and sat down to see what came by. The results were very rewarding. Overhead were Chimney Swifts and barn swallows. At the feeders were a pair of downies,goldfinches and a rose-breasted grosbeak. The most enthusiastic bather was the male red-breasted nuthatch. He splashed until he was really soggy. The female stuck to seed eating. Carolina and house wrens came by, also a ruby-crowned kinglet and a veery. My first of the year yard catbird enjoyed the fresh water. A Tennessee warbler joined the nuthatch. Earlier I had a nice male yellow warbler.The regular sparrow crew, 12 White-throats, 12 house sparrows, and a white-crowned, were joined by my first of year Lincoln's Sparrow. Robins, house finches, grackles and mourning doves completed the crowd. Moving water seems irresistible to birds, and I heartily recommend a mister device, as well as the patience to just s!

 it!

 and look for an hour. Today I had a Cape May warbler as well as a Baltimore oriole.

Beth Chato

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu May  1 23:24:23 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu May  1 23:24:24 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lodge Park flowers and Birds

In-Reply-To: <20080501220534.BFG90732@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20080501220534.BFG90732@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0805012311560.20562@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Spent an enjoyable hour or so looking at the bluebells, blue-eyed marys, 

Wild leeks, and Woodland Plox along the East river bluff of Lodge Park.

A couple of House Wrens, a Bluejay, Red Belied Woodpecker, 

Waterthrush sp., and a Ruby Crowned Kinglet come to mind.

If you stop by this quaint oasis in Piatt County please remember to pull a 

bit of individual Garlic Mustard and place it in the pile, next to the 

picnic area, below the damn. (I didn't have a trash bag with me "Shame on 

me").

Thanks and good birding.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri May  2 00:12:37 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri May  2 00:12:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lodge Park flowers and Birds 5/1/08

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0805012311560.20562@bluestem.prairienet.org>

References: <20080501220534.BFG90732@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>


<Pine.LNX.4.64.0805012311560.20562@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0805020005430.26547@bluestem.prairienet.org>

birders,

Sorry,

Forgot to mention a Solitary Sandpiper (?) which was working in the old 

slough near the Waterthrush.

It looked a bit like a lesser yellow legs but my Eastern Sibley's guide 

leads me to believe otherwise.

Hope the Saturday Champaign Audubon trip can illuminate this conundrum.

Good birding,

Jim :)

On Thu, 1 May 2008, James Hoyt wrote:

> Birders,

>

> Spent an enjoyable hour or so looking at the bluebells, blue-eyed marys, Wild 

> leeks, and Woodland Plox along the East river bluff of Lodge Park.

>

> A couple of House Wrens, a Bluejay, Red Belied Woodpecker, Waterthrush sp., 

> and a Ruby Crowned Kinglet come to mind.

>

> If you stop by this quaint oasis in Piatt County please remember to pull a 

> bit of individual Garlic Mustard and place it in the pile, next to the picnic 

> area, below the damn. (I didn't have a trash bag with me "Shame on me").

>

> Thanks and good birding.

>

> Jim :)

>

>

>

>

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From tkovacs at uiuc.edu  Fri May  2 09:27:38 2008

From: tkovacs at uiuc.edu (Thomas Kovacs)

Date: Fri May  2 09:27:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] feeder

Message-ID: <p06240800c440d428dd65@[192.168.1.66]>

For the last two days I've had three Rose-breasted Grosbeak couples 

competing for space at my feeder. There was also an Indigo Bunting as 

well as a Gray Catbird munching on suet.

Tom Kovacs

From roper37 at gmail.com  Fri May  2 11:43:16 2008

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Fri May  2 11:44:14 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RB Grosbeaks

Message-ID: <9b7905150805020943n688ed079pb45f0593ccd02a9e@mail.gmail.com>

Hello,

This morning at around 10am we had at least 12 rose-breasted grosbeaks in

our yard in Urbana. At one point I counted 8 different males. They have

emptied half of a safflower feeder in the past 1 1/2 hours. Certainly the

most I have ever seen at one time.

Sarah Roper

Urbana

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080502/2352fefd/attachment.htm

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Fri May  2 11:58:37 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Fri May  2 11:59:03 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 21 Species of Warblers

In-Reply-To: <20080501220534.BFG90732@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20080501220534.BFG90732@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E12A220C9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I was able to get out early this morning and spend some time in Crystal Lake Park and Busey Woods before work.  It was necessary to dodge a few thunderstorms early on and it was pretty dark until around 6:30am.  The birding was great and I managed to come up with 6 species of Vireo and 21 species of Warbler.  I had Yellow-throated, White-eyed, Red-eyed, Philadelphia (2), Blue-headed and Warbling Vireos.  I had the following warblers:  Prothonotary (3), Golden-winged (1), Tennessee (2), Orange-crowned (3), Nashville (4), Parula (4), Black-n-white (6), Blackburnian (1), Magnolia (2), Yellow-rumped (25), Black-throated Green (3), Palm (5), Yellow (7), Kentucky (2), Wilson's (1), Hooded (2), Worm-eating (1), Ovenbird (2), Northern Waterthrush (15), Yellowthroat (7) and Redstart (1).  As you can see from the overall numbers, we are still at the front edge of migration so this is just a warm-up for the next 2 weeks!

Other species included Rose-breasted Grosbeak (25), Scarlet Tanager (1), Northern Oriole (3), Orchard Oriole (1) and a Solitary Sandpiper.

One of the Prothonotary Warblers was near the Lake House in CLP while the other two were at the Magic Bridge.  I was able to get photos of one of the birds directly below me from the bridge.  I'll post them later (along with a mediocre photo of the Worm-eating).  Both Kentucky's were in Busey while Both Hoodeds were at CLP -- one near the Lake House and one fairly close to the CLP pool on the brushy hillside.  Both were singing incessantly.  The Worm-eating was along the powerline trail in Busey Woods.

I'm certain there's more stuff around -- I just didn't have sufficient time to cover both parks thoroughly before work.  Have a great weekend!

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Fri May  2 19:48:14 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Fri May  2 19:48:30 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cerrulean Warbler 

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E05@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I went back to Crystal Lake Park late this afternoon and added Cerrulean Warbler, Blue-winged Warbler and Chestnut-sided Warbler to my list from this morning for a total of 24 warbler species today.  For whatever reason, I just couldn't turn up a Bay-breasted -- I'm sure they are around somewhere.  The Cerrulean was near the Lake House (what is it about this spot?) and it was low to the ground.  I've never seen one that close to the ground before -- I was actually above the bird at times as it was feeding on a hillside.

I've posted photos of 6 birds on my web site from today:  Prothonotary, Cerrulean, Black-throated Green, Wilson's, Worm-eating and Scarlet Tanager:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Odds%20and%20Ends.html

I forget to mention that I had a Mink at the Magic Bridge this morning.

I also forgot to include my thrushes for the day in my first post:  Gray-cheeked (3), Veery (1), Wood (4) and Swainson's (9).

I picked up at least 2 more Scarlet Tanagers this afternoon.

And, I relocated all 3 Prothonotary's.

Greg Lambeth

From roper37 at gmail.com  Fri May  2 20:52:39 2008

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Fri May  2 20:52:52 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park

Message-ID: <9b7905150805021852g6a999db7s4e64046a735e947b@mail.gmail.com>

I decided that I had better make a stop at Crystal Lake Park today after

reading Greg's first post. I also had the cerulean but it was near the road

bridge north of the "magic bridge" when I saw it. It was displaying very

similar behavior to what Greg described. Very low to the ground, foraging on

a hillside (the creek bank). Looks from the Greg's picture like it was

possibly the same bird.

I had a total of 13 warbler species between the "magic bridge" and the road

bridge:

Yellow-rumped

Cerulean

Black-and-white

Yellow-throated

Common yellowthroat

American redstart

Palm

Black-throated green

Tennessee

Northern waterthrush

Louisiana waterthrush

Prothonotary

Northern parula

I saw absolutely no vireos or thrushes. I did however have a baltimore

oriole.

One last thing, high count for rose-breasted grosbeaks in the yard today

ended up being 20 at one time, mostly males.

Sarah Roper

Urbana

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080502/248f484d/attachment.htm

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat May  3 01:16:55 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat May  3 01:16:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard, May Day and the 2nd

Message-ID: <30ec30250805022316i5de75979s8e3efebd2fed289e@mail.gmail.com>

Early evening Thursday, still in good light, we saw a striking bird land in

and flit around the big ash. Generally yellow-green, but more of an olive

color in the wings -- and most eye-catching, a lot of red, in a kind of

mottled pattern, on the face and throat.  Seems like I saw a bird of similar

appearance out back a couple years ago, but  my memory is a little hazy on

the point.  Kaufman's illustrations are not particularly illuminating as to

what we saw.  Sibley, however, illustrates a first-spring male SUMMER

TANAGER that looks like a good match for the Thursday bird.

Here's a bulletin board exchange, with a photograph, that seems to

corroborate my conclusion:  <

http://www.whatbird.com/forums/forums/35073/ShowThread.aspx>.

I see that Charlene's 25 Feb. 2005 posting (see <

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/2005-February/000054.html>)

reported that  Bohlen's "The Birds of Illinois" gives a summer tanager

average arrival date (surveying 13 years) for Urbana of May 1.  So, the one

we saw got here right on time, it seems!

Friday morning I observed at close range, and for quite a while, a sparrow

below our feeders. I'm sure it wasn't a song sparrow.  I don't think it

looked right for a Lincoln's sparrow, either.  Looking at the field guides,

and Cornell's online Bird Guide, I have to say that the best match appears

to be a SWAMP SPARROW.  But, then, what would it have been doing in our back

yard?  (The place isn't *that* wet.)  One example of a field mark that

seemed telling was the bird's clean grey nape; all the other birds seem to

have streaks in that area.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

Federal Public Defender's Office

Central District of Illinois

300 West Main Street

Urbana IL 61801-2624

217-373-0666

217-373-0667 (fax)

Brian_Threlkeld@fd.org
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Sat May  3 07:08:24 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Sat May  3 07:08:55 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard indigo buntings

Message-ID: <389738.54599.qm@web65707.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

We were pleased to add a new yard bird yesterday and they're back again this morning at the white millet feeder--two male Indigo Buntings, much shyer than the rest of the crew, but a great addition.  We still have White-crowns, White-throats, and a Red-breasted Nuthatch along with Chipping and Song Sparrows.

Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.
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From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Sat May  3 13:21:46 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Sat May  3 13:21:51 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard, May 3rd

References: <30ec30250805022316i5de75979s8e3efebd2fed289e@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF6559370369114992CD6@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

A young male and a female grosbeaks visited us today, a wood thrush, another thrush (please help identify) a white-crowned sparrow (no picture), many white  throated  sparrow, a kinglet, and the regulars - carolina wrens, red-breasted nuthatches (still here after the winter) cardinals, blue jay, house sparrows, gold finches etc.

have a nice weekend

Ivan - http://users.mrl.uiuc.edu/petrov/birds/

From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Sat May  3 13:40:41 2008

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Sat May  3 13:41:12 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] tanager, etc.

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080503133735.02e1d0f0@mail.millikin.edu>

I almost ran over a Scarlet Tanager today in Crystal Lake Park.  It had 

flown down to the road surface to catch something, oblivious to my car.  It 

then flew to a nearby tree where I could see that it was more orange than 

red and its wings were grayish rather than black.  I assume it was still 

molting.

Also saw 4 Gray-cheeked Thrushes feeding under oak trees.

A Parula Warbler singing.

Ray in Urbana

From leslienoa at gmail.com  Sat May  3 16:23:06 2008

From: leslienoa at gmail.com (Leslie Rye)

Date: Sat May  3 16:52:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake May 3rd

Message-ID: <a4f8d1430805031423t4f7f3aeas8dff85520db8b1e8@mail.gmail.com>

I birded Crystal Lake Park this morning for about 2 hours; I spent most of

my time at the hillside by the boathouse.  The Magic Bridge was slow. Here's

an incomplete (I'm pretty sure I got all the warblers and vireos) list of

birds from Crystal Lake this morning:

Nashville Warbler

Yellow Warbler

Black and white warbler

American Redstart

Blackburnian Warbler

Common Yellowthroat

Yellow-throated warbler

Palm Warbler

Tennessee Warbler

Golden-winged Warbler

Black-throated green warbler

Hooded Warbler

Prothonotary Warbler (one finally popped up by the bridge by the island)

Yellow-rumped warbler

Chestnut-sided warbler (I finally saw one on the hillside just before I

left)

Magnolia Warbler

Northern Parula

Northern Waterthrush

Warbling Vireo

White-eyed Vireo

Blue-headed Vireo

Red-eyed vireo

Empidonax Flycatcher (it never called and I'm terrible at id'ing them by

sight; possibly Acadian?)

Swainson's Thrush

Summer Tanager (a female and a 1st spring male)

Rose-breasted grosbeak

Indigo Bunting

No Cerulean, worm-eating, or wilsons warbler but I never did make it into

Busey Woods.

Leslie Rye
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat May  3 17:35:54 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat May  3 17:35:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lodge Park Field Trip 5/03

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E07@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

We had 9 participants for the Lodge Park field trip this morning and we had a nice day, especially in the early morning before the front passed and it became cloudy and windy.  Beth Chato and I started out at 6:00am at (where else) Crystal Lake Park near the Lake House.  And, it was a great start to the day with tons of activity on the hillside, including a male and female Hooded and a Kentucky Warbler. We birded the area until 7:00am when we met up with the rest of the participants at Anita Purves and talked them into spending a little time at Crystal Lake Park before heading out to Lodge Park.  We ran into Leslie and Dave Thomas who were also birding the area.  We had many of the birds on Leslie's list plus a Summer Tanager first thing in the morning.  The male Hooded, Blackburnian and Yellow-throated were real treats along with a very cooperative Yellow-throated Vireo.

We headed out to Lodge Park around 8:00am and met Rob Kanter out there who had already located a very early Yellow-breasted Chat along with Blue-winged Warbler and a nice flock of Indigo Buntings and Rose-breasted Grosbeaks.  We found a juvenile Blackpoll Warbler in with this flock as well as a few Nashville Warblers.  The best birding was at Buck's pond where we walked through a beautiful wooded area that had a few small flocks of birds.  We had a female Blue Grosbeak in a flock of Indigo Buntings along with our 3rd Hooded Warbler for the day.  We also had nice looks at a Warbling Vireo that looked quite a bit like a Philadelphia Vireo (check out Sibley's Eastern Guide to see how similar these birds can be).

Other highlights for the day included Baltimore Oriole, Scarlet Tanager, Lincoln's Sparrow, a very cooperative Ovenbird, Gray-cheeked Thrush, Purple Finch, Red-breasted Nuthatch and Prothonotary Warbler.  Our species total for the morning was 88.

Greg Lambeth

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Sat May  3 22:44:00 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Sat May  3 22:44:03 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lodge field trip

Message-ID: <20080503224400.BFI46687@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

I wanted to second Greg's report of a great if blustery day. Going over my check list this evening, I found that we had left off Blue Jay. We definately saw one, harassing a Barred Owl. That brings our total to 89. I was shooting for 90- could easily have had but didn't, House Finch, Horned Lark etc. I'll settle for the two flocks of Golden Plover that flew over on our way home.

Beth C.

From leslienoa at gmail.com  Sun May  4 10:32:20 2008

From: leslienoa at gmail.com (Leslie Rye)

Date: Sun May  4 10:32:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Worm Eating Warbler

Message-ID: <a4f8d1430805040832q4e8b3d91w63003882898a68a@mail.gmail.com>

Tim, Katie, Mike, and I left the bird walk early in hopes of turning up a

Hooded Warbler in Crystal Lake Park.  We did not see a Hooded but we were

tipped off by Mellissa that there was a worm-eating warbler across from the

Magic Bridge.  We were able to find the worm eating and got great looks.  It

was on the brushy slope across from the Magic Bridge.  The warblers that

were present in Crystal Lake Park before bird walk seemed to have dispersed.

Leslie and Tim Rye
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From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Sun May  4 12:40:55 2008

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Sun May  4 12:40:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Breath of Spring 

Message-ID: <005c01c8ae0e$021f25b0$7a58b0d8@DELL>

Today is a taste of spring.  Everything is blooming now and the little leaves are coming out in abundance.  I love it! 

We had lots of Golden Plovers and Pectoral Sandpipers in the fields on Friday but apparently the South winds have sent them on North today.  We looked around through the country and many fields have been plowed and planted now and the birds have gone on.  I expect more waves though because no great amounts have gone through her yet.  

The yard is alive with warblers now, both tanagers, and flycatchers are more in evidence.  I have more hummers coming in every day.  This seems to be a big year for Rose-Breasted Grosbeaks.  What sweet songs they do sing.  We even had a whip-poor-will roosting in a big maple tree.  I have not heard it sing yet.  

One more week until Bird Count Day and I think since things seem a bit later here, we may have a good count even though the late date.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net
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From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Sun May  4 13:03:40 2008

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Sun May  4 13:03:52 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cattle Egrets, dated and second hand sitings

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080504125915.033af5a8@mail.kspei.com>

Hello Birdnoters, My sister and her family live in Tolono and last Sat or 

so, they had 5 Cattle Egrets working their lawn, neighborhood lawn and also 

the town park.  They described them as chicken sized with wader bird legs 

and some orangey coloring around ther heads.  I assume they were Cattle 

Egrets from the description and foraging habits.   Just info only.  Rhetta 

Jack Springfield  PS, We have several White Eyed Vireo males singing in our 

neighborhood this am.

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon May  5 08:24:20 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon May  5 08:24:51 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <005c01c8ae0e$021f25b0$7a58b0d8@DELL>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90216@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

BALTIMORE ORIOLE in the backyard on Saturday...

HOUSE WREN

RC KINGLET

FLICKER

6-8 WT SPARROWS

GOLDFINCHES, CARDINALS, DOVES, RW BLACKBIRDS, COWBIRDS... etc,

PRAIRIE PHLOX...

PHACELIA...

JACK in the PULPIT... 

STARRY SOLOMON'S SEAL...

WILD LARKSPUR...

WILD GERANIUM...

...all blooming

Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon May  5 08:39:31 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon May  5 08:47:09 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 4 and 5 May

Message-ID: <30ec30250805050639y4f6a3f1cifd5b324a19e0727d@mail.gmail.com>

Sunday evening, 6:55

FOY backyard INDIGO BUNTING, male.

Monday morning

WHITE CROWNED SPARROWS

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER, male

Must be thirsty; visiting the birdbath frequently for drinks, as well as

bathing.

CARDINALS

Male feeding the female frequently.  I also have just seen a couple females

tussling in the ash branches above the feeders; it's serious enough that

feathers have been drifting down from them!  I haven't seen that before.

GOLDFINCH

EMPID

More specific ID . . . you must be kidding.

STARLINGS

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Mon May  5 10:15:25 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Mon May  5 10:15:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park (5/05)

In-Reply-To: <5.2.0.9.2.20080504125915.033af5a8@mail.kspei.com>

References: <5.2.0.9.2.20080504125915.033af5a8@mail.kspei.com>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E12BEF72A@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

There was a lot of activity in Crystal Lake Park early this morning (birds and birders) after a relatively slow day yesterday.  Although there didn't seem to be a lot of new species around, there did appear to be an increase in overall numbers, especially Palm, Yellow and Yellow-rumped.  The most activity was over by the Lake House, but this time in a single Oak tree across the lake from the hillside where the activity has been lately.  This tree was just amazing -- at one point, there were 3 Scarlet and 2 Summer Tanagers in the tree at the same time along with Swainson's Thrushes, Indigo Buntings and a Red-headed Woodpecker.  There were something like 10 species of warbler in the tree and perhaps 40-50 individual birds.  There must have been some type of huge larvae hatch.

I also had the Worm-eating Warbler posted by Leslie yesterday (thanks) by the Magic Bridge.  The bird was foraging in the leaves on the hillside across from the Magic Bridge.  The bird can be located by listening carefully for rustling leaves and/or two soft zeet, zeet calls.  I was able to get a few photos -- one of which removes any doubt about the reason for the "worm-eating" portion of the bird's name:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Odds%20and%20Ends.html

There was also a female Hooded in the same area, although this bird was to the right and closer to the Urbana Park District building along the same hillside -- the Worm-eating was the other direction along the road.

Other warblers for the day included Northern Waterthrush, Blackburnian, Redstart, a late Orange-crowned, Tennessee, Black-n-white, Yellow-throated (2), Chestnut-sided, Nashville, Parula, Black-throated Green and Common Yellowthroat.

There were quite a few other birders in the park early this morning so others will likely add to this list.  Hopefully, someone got into Busey Woods this morning.

I'm guessing tomorrow might be a very good day -- migration is probably a week or so behind schedule and there will be a lot of birds looking for any type of favorable wind conditions to move overnight.

Greg Lambeth

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Mon May  5 11:26:22 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Mon May  5 11:26:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring Bird Count, May 10

Message-ID: <20080505112622.BFJ57519@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

This coming Saturday, May 10 is the statewide Spring Bird Count. I have already lined up a good crew for Champaign County, but you are still welcome to join. Also if you happen to be out birding on Saturday in Champaign or Piatt Counties, you can keep track of where you were, how long you spent, and what you saw, and seen the list to me. We need the numbers of each bird species as well as the variety.

On Sunday May 11 there will be a potluck Compiling Lunch at Chato's, 714 W. Vermont, at noon,to begin to put our results together. everyone is welcome.

Beth Chato

344-6803

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon May  5 11:49:41 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon May  5 11:56:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park (5/05)

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E12BEF72A@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <154545.41611.qm@web65706.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Greg's list is more extensive than mine.  The only birds I would add is a Warbling Vireo and a Pine Warbler.

At one point, from the bridge at the north end of Crystal Lake, there were three American Red-starts a few feet from my face.  It was a wonderful day!

Roger Digges

"Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu> wrote: 

There was a lot of activity in Crystal Lake Park early this morning (birds and birders) after a relatively slow day yesterday.  Although there didn't seem to be a lot of new species around, there did appear to be an increase in overall numbers, especially Palm, Yellow and Yellow-rumped.  The most activity was over by the Lake House, but this time in a single Oak tree across the lake from the hillside where the activity has been lately.  This tree was just amazing -- at one point, there were 3 Scarlet and 2 Summer Tanagers in the tree at the same time along with Swainson's Thrushes, Indigo Buntings and a Red-headed Woodpecker.  There were something like 10 species of warbler in the tree and perhaps 40-50 individual birds.  There must have been some type of huge larvae hatch.

I also had the Worm-eating Warbler posted by Leslie yesterday (thanks) by the Magic Bridge.  The bird was foraging in the leaves on the hillside across from the Magic Bridge.  The bird can be located by listening carefully for rustling leaves and/or two soft zeet, zeet calls.  I was able to get a few photos -- one of which removes any doubt about the reason for the "worm-eating" portion of the bird's name:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Odds%20and%20Ends.html

There was also a female Hooded in the same area, although this bird was to the right and closer to the Urbana Park District building along the same hillside -- the Worm-eating was the other direction along the road.

Other warblers for the day included Northern Waterthrush, Blackburnian, Redstart, a late Orange-crowned, Tennessee, Black-n-white, Yellow-throated (2), Chestnut-sided, Nashville, Parula, Black-throated Green and Common Yellowthroat.

There were quite a few other birders in the park early this morning so others will likely add to this list.  Hopefully, someone got into Busey Woods this morning.

I'm guessing tomorrow might be a very good day -- migration is probably a week or so behind schedule and there will be a lot of birds looking for any type of favorable wind conditions to move overnight.

Greg Lambeth

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080505/998d239f/attachment.htm

From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon May  5 09:44:40 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon May  5 12:40:32 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sunday birdwalk - Tanager gender question

Message-ID: <30ec30250805050744s1f4550b0gc354c7b1c853a689@mail.gmail.com>

Along the south shore of Crystal Lake, northwest of the Lakehouse, we had

terrific views of a beautiful SUMMER TANAGER Sunday morning, as it hunted

and fed.  It was partly yellow-green, but with substantial areas of mottled

orange or red, especially on the head and forward parts of the body.  I felt

this was clearly a 1st-spring immature male.  Another birdwalker, however,

firmly maintained that this was a female, citing the illustration and

description in Sibley (if memory serves), stating that a few friends had

been looking at that entry within just the last couple days.

That did not correspond at all to what I remembered of the ST entries in

various field guides, but I resolved to re-check the available sources.

Having done so, I believe my ID was correct.  I suspect that the birdwalker

who thought we were seeing female plumage was confusing the patchy, but *

strongly* red or orange, coloring on the bird we were watching, with

descriptions of female STs' having a reddish *wash* over their plumage.

To help illuminate this question, here are relevant passages from several

authorities:

*The Sibley Guide to Birds* (2000)

p. 462, Summer Tanager entry

Note the difference between the illustrations of the 1st spring male, and

the "Adult female, Eastern."  For the female, the illustration description

says, "varies from orange to greenish overall."  At the bottom of the page,

further commentary states, "Females of both [Western and Eastern]

populations vary from greenish to orange overall; dark orange plumage may be

more frequent on Eastern birds."  Even allowing for the most generous

interpretation of this description with respect to the bird we saw Sunday,

it simply does not correspond to the *patchiness* of the reddish coloring we

observed on that bird.

*The Sibley Guide to Bird Life & Behavior* (2001)

p. 513

Illustration of "Immature male Summer Tanager molting":  "The partial

prealternate molt of the Summer Tanager creates a *patchy red and yellow

appearance in first-spring males*."  The main body of the text reads,

"Western [Summer Tanager] females typically appear grayer above, while some

eastern females may show an overall reddish *wash*."  Again, note that

nothing in this text associates the type of patchy coloring we saw Sunday

with female plumage, but only with the plumage of immature males.

DeVore, Bailey, and Kennedy, *Birds of Illinois* (2004)

p. 302, Summer Tanager entry

"Male: immature male has *patchy* red, orange and greenish plumage.

"Female: grayish to greenish yellow underparts; may have orange or reddish *

wash* overall"

Again, the critical distinction here is between an overall wash on female

plumage, and the patchiness of immature male plumage.

Kaufman, *Birds of North America* (2000)

pp. 320-21, Summer Tanager entry and illustrations

Kaufman does not illustrate the immature male ST.  The female ST

illustration certainly looks nothing like the plumage we saw yesterday.  The

entry text states, "*Young males* may be *patchy yellow and red*.  *Female

rich yellow*, less greenish than female Scarlet [Tanager]."  This

information likewise does *not* support an ID of yesterday's bird as a

female.

To me, all these sources clearly and emphatically support the ID of the bird

we saw yesterday as an immature or 1st-spring male, and not as a female of

any age.  Of course, if anyone can bring to our attention information that

would support a different identification, I'm sure we would all be delighted

to receive the citation, and reconsider this question.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon May  5 14:18:08 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon May  5 14:24:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] No sighting -- Bird song research

Message-ID: <30ec30250805051218p6814cce5k761b1e4edcfc88f4@mail.gmail.com>

http://www.sciencemag.org/cgi/content/short/320/5876/630

The URL is to the online abstract for a Science Magazine research article, "A

Specialized Forebrain Circuit for Vocal Babbling in the Juvenile

Songbird," Vol.

320. no. 5876 Science 630-34 (2 May 2008).

The authors note that the youthful noises of young zebra finches sound

different from adult zebra finches, somewhat like babbling in human infants.

Using surgical and pharmacological lesions, the authors eliminated some of

the brain regions and neural connections that support adult song. The

lesions caused the adults to sound again like juveniles, but left juvenile

vocalizations intact. Thus, the brain connections upon which bird song

depends differ between adults and juveniles, and the process of song

maturation is not simply a refinement of an existing neural network, but

involves switching from a youthful network to one required for adult song.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Mon May  5 14:49:27 2008

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Mon May  5 14:49:56 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Heron Park

Message-ID: <ccc.30e273fc.3550bec7@aol.com>

Spent some time out  Heron Park, yesterday and today. Saw  and heard several 

Sora's

                                                          Bud Lewsader

**************Wondering what's for Dinner Tonight? Get new twists on family 

favorites at AOL Food.      

(http://food.aol.com/dinner-tonight?NCID=aolfod00030000000001)
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From 4heines at sbcglobal.net  Mon May  5 16:14:29 2008

From: 4heines at sbcglobal.net (The Heines)

Date: Mon May  5 16:21:46 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: Additional species at Crystal Lake Park and Busey


Woods (5/05)

In-Reply-To: <200805051626.m45GQlJH009285@flpi112.prodigy.net>

Message-ID: <200805052121.m45LLSKm001374@gserve053.lis.uiuc.edu>

In addition to the warbler species Greg Lambeth mentioned at Crystal Lake

Park on May 5th, I also had:

Kentucky Warblers (Crystal Lake and Busey Woods)

Black-Throated Blue Warbler (Busey Woods)

Wilson's Warbler (Crystal Lake)

Magnolia Warbler (Crystal Lake, Magic Bridge)

Other species of interest at Crystal Lake include a Baltimore Oriole, Veery,

Warbling Vireo, Yellow-Throated Vireo, and a Gray-Cheeked Thrush.

Tom Heine

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

Sent: Monday, May 05, 2008 11:27 AM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 52, Issue 5

Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to


birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to


birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

You can reach the person managing the list at


birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific than

"Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

Today's Topics:

   1. Breath of Spring  (Karen Forcum)

   2. Cattle Egrets, dated and second hand sitings (Rhetta Jack)

   3. East Main Backyard (Vaiden, Robert)

   4. Backyard 4 and 5 May (Brian Threlkeld)

   5. Crystal Lake Park (5/05) (Lambeth, Gregory S)

   6. Spring Bird Count, May 10 (John & Beth Chato)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Message: 1

Date: Sun, 4 May 2008 12:40:55 -0500

From: "Karen Forcum" <tkforcum@consolidated.net>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Breath of Spring

To: "Bird Notes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <005c01c8ae0e$021f25b0$7a58b0d8@DELL>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Today is a taste of spring.  Everything is blooming now and the little

leaves are coming out in abundance.  I love it! 

We had lots of Golden Plovers and Pectoral Sandpipers in the fields on

Friday but apparently the South winds have sent them on North today.  We

looked around through the country and many fields have been plowed and

planted now and the birds have gone on.  I expect more waves though because

no great amounts have gone through her yet.  

The yard is alive with warblers now, both tanagers, and flycatchers are more

in evidence.  I have more hummers coming in every day.  This seems to be a

big year for Rose-Breasted Grosbeaks.  What sweet songs they do sing.  We

even had a whip-poor-will roosting in a big maple tree.  I have not heard it

sing yet.  

One more week until Bird Count Day and I think since things seem a bit later

here, we may have a good count even though the late date.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net
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Message: 2

Date: Sun, 04 May 2008 13:03:40 -0500

From: Rhetta Jack <lupewinku@lanscape.net>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cattle Egrets, dated and second hand sitings

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080504125915.033af5a8@mail.kspei.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"; format=flowed

Hello Birdnoters, My sister and her family live in Tolono and last Sat or

so, they had 5 Cattle Egrets working their lawn, neighborhood lawn and also

the town park.  They described them as chicken sized with wader bird legs

and some orangey coloring around ther heads.  I assume they were Cattle 

Egrets from the description and foraging habits.   Just info only.  Rhetta 

Jack Springfield  PS, We have several White Eyed Vireo males singing in our

neighborhood this am.

------------------------------

Message: 3

Date: Mon, 5 May 2008 08:24:20 -0500

From: "Vaiden, Robert" <vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu>

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

To: "Bird Notes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90216@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

BALTIMORE ORIOLE in the backyard on Saturday...

HOUSE WREN

RC KINGLET

FLICKER

6-8 WT SPARROWS

GOLDFINCHES, CARDINALS, DOVES, RW BLACKBIRDS, COWBIRDS... etc,

PRAIRIE PHLOX...

PHACELIA...

JACK in the PULPIT... 

STARRY SOLOMON'S SEAL...

WILD LARKSPUR...

WILD GERANIUM...

...all blooming

Bob Vaiden
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Message: 4

Date: Mon, 5 May 2008 08:39:31 -0500

From: "Brian Threlkeld" <threlkster@gmail.com>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 4 and 5 May

To: "birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<30ec30250805050639y4f6a3f1cifd5b324a19e0727d@mail.gmail.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="iso-8859-1"

Sunday evening, 6:55

FOY backyard INDIGO BUNTING, male.

Monday morning

WHITE CROWNED SPARROWS

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER, male

Must be thirsty; visiting the birdbath frequently for drinks, as well as

bathing.

CARDINALS

Male feeding the female frequently.  I also have just seen a couple females

tussling in the ash branches above the feeders; it's serious enough that

feathers have been drifting down from them!  I haven't seen that before.

GOLDFINCH

EMPID

More specific ID . . . you must be kidding.

STARLINGS

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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Message: 5

Date: Mon, 5 May 2008 10:15:25 -0500

From: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park (5/05)

To: "birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E12BEF72A@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="us-ascii"

There was a lot of activity in Crystal Lake Park early this morning (birds

and birders) after a relatively slow day yesterday.  Although there didn't

seem to be a lot of new species around, there did appear to be an increase

in overall numbers, especially Palm, Yellow and Yellow-rumped.  The most

activity was over by the Lake House, but this time in a single Oak tree

across the lake from the hillside where the activity has been lately.  This

tree was just amazing -- at one point, there were 3 Scarlet and 2 Summer

Tanagers in the tree at the same time along with Swainson's Thrushes, Indigo

Buntings and a Red-headed Woodpecker.  There were something like 10 species

of warbler in the tree and perhaps 40-50 individual birds.  There must have

been some type of huge larvae hatch.

I also had the Worm-eating Warbler posted by Leslie yesterday (thanks) by

the Magic Bridge.  The bird was foraging in the leaves on the hillside

across from the Magic Bridge.  The bird can be located by listening

carefully for rustling leaves and/or two soft zeet, zeet calls.  I was able

to get a few photos -- one of which removes any doubt about the reason for

the "worm-eating" portion of the bird's name:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Odds%20and%20Ends.html

There was also a female Hooded in the same area, although this bird was to

the right and closer to the Urbana Park District building along the same

hillside -- the Worm-eating was the other direction along the road.

Other warblers for the day included Northern Waterthrush, Blackburnian,

Redstart, a late Orange-crowned, Tennessee, Black-n-white, Yellow-throated

(2), Chestnut-sided, Nashville, Parula, Black-throated Green and Common

Yellowthroat.

There were quite a few other birders in the park early this morning so

others will likely add to this list.  Hopefully, someone got into Busey

Woods this morning.

I'm guessing tomorrow might be a very good day -- migration is probably a

week or so behind schedule and there will be a lot of birds looking for any

type of favorable wind conditions to move overnight.

Greg Lambeth

------------------------------

Message: 6

Date: Mon,  5 May 2008 11:26:22 -0500 (CDT)

From: John & Beth Chato <jbchato@uiuc.edu>

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring Bird Count, May 10

To: Birdnotes <Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <20080505112622.BFJ57519@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset=us-ascii

Birdnoters,

This coming Saturday, May 10 is the statewide Spring Bird Count. I have

already lined up a good crew for Champaign County, but you are still welcome

to join. Also if you happen to be out birding on Saturday in Champaign or

Piatt Counties, you can keep track of where you were, how long you spent,

and what you saw, and seen the list to me. We need the numbers of each bird

species as well as the variety.

On Sunday May 11 there will be a potluck Compiling Lunch at Chato's, 714 W.

Vermont, at noon,to begin to put our results together. everyone is welcome.

Beth Chato

344-6803

------------------------------
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From forrestaubel at gmail.com  Mon May  5 19:02:31 2008

From: forrestaubel at gmail.com (Forrest Aubel)

Date: Mon May  5 19:02:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Allerton this morning

Message-ID: <f2f281c90805051702k6b77510cxda7af555d48c0ed5@mail.gmail.com>

I spent about 3 hours at Allerton gardens this morning, on the trails

between the death of the last centaur and the sunsinger statues.  For anyone

who might be heading out there, the mosquitoes were extremely dense and

hungry--be prepared.  There were countless house wrens and the rest of the

usual suspects, also saw several yellow-rumped, an american redstart,

several indigo buntings, red-bellied woodpeckers, what looked like a young

(molting) but sizeable red-tailed hawk, blue-gray gnatcatchers, a common

yellowthroat, parulas (heard but not seen), a probable great-crested

flycatcher, many others I can't remember and many more I couldn't identify.

Lots of warblers and vireos that I couldn't distinguish.  Had a gorgeous

red-headed woodpecker at the end of my outing, right by the death of the

last centaur.

The activity was highest near the centaur statue and very quiet along the

Sangamon.

Forrest

-------------- next part --------------
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From ckanchor at comcast.net  Mon May  5 21:09:56 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Mon May  5 21:11:21 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sunday birdwalk - Tanager gender question

Message-ID: <050620080209.1427.481FBDF4000260050000059322007636929D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part --------------

An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: ckanchor@comcast.net

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Sunday birdwalk - Tanager gender question

Date: Tue, 06 May 2008 01:32:05 +0000

Size: 1182

Url: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080506/2c3eb3e3/attachment.eml

From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue May  6 06:58:27 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue May  6 06:58:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RBG

Message-ID: <30ec30250805060458p3a8d2091l6625cba8f57430ee@mail.gmail.com>

Finally had our foy backyard ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK (male), this morning at

6:15.  Wonder what took them so long . . . .

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue May  6 10:54:13 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Tue May  6 10:54:22 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 27 Species of Warbler (5/06)

In-Reply-To: <f2f281c90805051702k6b77510cxda7af555d48c0ed5@mail.gmail.com>

References: <f2f281c90805051702k6b77510cxda7af555d48c0ed5@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E12BEFD34@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I was able to bird Crystal Lake Park and Busey Woods this morning for several hours beginning at 5:45am.  I knew the birding would be good when I had 20 species of warblers in the first 40 minutes - all within about 200 yards of the Lake House.  The large oak near the Lake House (across the lake) was full of birds again this morning.  Busey Woods was also very productive with Kentucky, Hooded, Worm-eating and Black-throated Blue all along the power line trail - all were also singing.  I also had a Sedge Wren in the tall grass between CLP and Busey Woods.  Other species include both Tanagers, Baltimore Orioles, Orchard Oriole, Broad-winged Hawk, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Swainson's and Gray-cheeked Thrush, Veery, Indigo Buntings, Yellow-throated, Blue-headed, White-eyed, Warbling and Red-eyed Vireos.

Here is the warbler list for the morning:

Golden-winged (2)

Blue-winged (1)

Tennessee (20)

Orange-crowned (3)

Nashville (45)

Parula (15)

Black-n-white (8)

Black-throated Blue (1)

Blackburnian (2)

Chestnut-sided (5)

Cape May (2)

Magnolia (3)

Yellow-rumped (60)

Black-throated Green (7)

Yellow-throated (2)

Blackpoll (4)

Pine (1)

Palm (25)

Yellow (15)

Kentucky (2)

Hooded (1)

Wilson's (2)

Worm-eating (1)

Ovenbird (7)

Northern Waterthrush (12)

Common Yellowthroat (15)

American Redstart (6)

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Tue May  6 11:03:36 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Tue May  6 11:03:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] birding news from Villa Grove.

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250805060458p3a8d2091l6625cba8f57430ee@mail.gmail.com>

References: <30ec30250805060458p3a8d2091l6625cba8f57430ee@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0805061058040.13947@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

A lady at work mentioned having seen 2 pair of Rose-Breasted Grosbeaks and 

a Baltimore Oriole or two, somewhere in Villa Grove, this past week.

Jim Hoyt :)

On Tue, 6 May 2008, Brian Threlkeld wrote:

> Finally had our foy backyard ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK (male), this morning at

> 6:15.  Wonder what took them so long . . . .

>

>

> ___________________

> Brian Threlkeld

> 107 E Michigan Ave

> Urbana IL 61801-5027

>

> 217-384-5164

> abt5@columbia.edu

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Tue May  6 11:38:30 2008

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Tue May  6 11:38:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 27 Species of Warbler (5/06)

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E12BEFD34@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

References: <f2f281c90805051702k6b77510cxda7af555d48c0ed5@mail.gmail.com>


<F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E12BEFD34@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <963b67030805060938w34e09869ve43b30c6410f7bcf@mail.gmail.com>

No *wonder* there were only 4 warblers in Mount Hope Cemetery this

morning--the party was in Urbana!

For the record, Mount Hope Cemetery between 8:15 and 9:00:

Nashville (1)

Common yellowthroat (1)

American redstart (1)

Magnolia (1)

plus Rose-breasted grosbeaks (3), Yellow-throated vireo (1)

-- 

Rob Kanter

(217) 621-2934

rkanter@uiuc.edu

On Tue, May 6, 2008 at 10:54 AM, Lambeth, Gregory S <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

wrote:

>

>

> I was able to bird Crystal Lake Park and Busey Woods this morning for

> several hours beginning at 5:45am.  I knew the birding would be good when I

> had 20 species of warblers in the first 40 minutes ? all within about 200

> yards of the Lake House.  The large oak near the Lake House (across the

> lake) was full of birds again this morning.  Busey Woods was also very

> productive with Kentucky, Hooded, Worm-eating and Black-throated Blue all

> along the power line trail ? all were also singing.  I also had a Sedge Wren

> in the tall grass between CLP and Busey Woods.  Other species include both

> Tanagers, Baltimore Orioles, Orchard Oriole, Broad-winged Hawk,

> Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Swainson's and Gray-cheeked Thrush, Veery, Indigo

> Buntings, Yellow-throated, Blue-headed, White-eyed, Warbling and Red-eyed

> Vireos.

>

>

>

> Here is the warbler list for the morning:

>

>

>

> Golden-winged (2)

>

> Blue-winged (1)

>

> Tennessee (20)

>

> Orange-crowned (3)

>

> Nashville (45)

>

> Parula (15)

>

> Black-n-white (8)

>

> Black-throated Blue (1)

>

> Blackburnian (2)

>

> Chestnut-sided (5)

>

> Cape May (2)

>

> Magnolia (3)

>

> Yellow-rumped (60)

>

> Black-throated Green (7)

>

> Yellow-throated (2)

>

> Blackpoll (4)

>

> Pine (1)

>

> Palm (25)

>

> Yellow (15)

>

> Kentucky (2)

>

> Hooded (1)

>

> Wilson's (2)

>

> Worm-eating (1)

>

> Ovenbird (7)

>

> Northern Waterthrush (12)

>

> Common Yellowthroat (15)

>

> American Redstart (6)

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080506/561c8e22/attachment.htm

From jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org  Tue May  6 12:47:09 2008

From: jkmiller at UrbanaParks.Org (Miller, Judith)

Date: Tue May  6 12:47:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] RE: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 52, Issue 9

In-Reply-To: <20080506170113.12B1A204FAE7@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

References: <20080506170113.12B1A204FAE7@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>

Message-ID: <E44E108D9854DB4180D1D26D224CCCEA9B1CE8@crystalake.UrbanaParks.Org>

Hi all,

I too was at the magic oak tree this morning in Crystal Lake Park -

totally an awesome experience to see so many different birds at the same

time - a bit overwhelming too.

I didn't see it listed yet and since it was a lifer for several of us

this morning - we saw a first spring Blue Grosbeak in the tree today.

There were Indigo Buntings along side it so we could compare and make

sure what we were seeing was really a Blue Grosbeak.

Judy Miller

Environmental Program Manager

Urbana Park District - Celebrating 100 years 1907-2007

Anita Purves Nature Center

1505 N. Broadway

Urbana, IL 61801

217-384-4062

217-384-1052 (fax)

www.urbanaparks.org

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of

birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

Sent: Tuesday, May 06, 2008 12:01 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: Birdnotes Digest, Vol 52, Issue 9

Send Birdnotes mailing list submissions to


birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

To subscribe or unsubscribe via the World Wide Web, visit


https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

or, via email, send a message with subject or body 'help' to


birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org

You can reach the person managing the list at


birdnotes-owner@lists.prairienet.org

When replying, please edit your Subject line so it is more specific

than "Re: Contents of Birdnotes digest..."

Today's Topics:

   1. birding news from Villa Grove. (James Hoyt)

   2. Re: 27 Species of Warbler (5/06) (Rob Kanter)

----------------------------------------------------------------------

Message: 1

Date: Tue, 6 May 2008 11:03:36 -0500 (CDT)

From: James Hoyt <jwhoyt@prairienet.org>

Subject: [Birdnotes] birding news from Villa Grove.

Cc: "birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<Pine.LNX.4.64.0805061058040.13947@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Content-Type: TEXT/PLAIN; charset=US-ASCII; format=flowed

Birders,

A lady at work mentioned having seen 2 pair of Rose-Breasted Grosbeaks

and 

a Baltimore Oriole or two, somewhere in Villa Grove, this past week.

Jim Hoyt :)

On Tue, 6 May 2008, Brian Threlkeld wrote:

> Finally had our foy backyard ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK (male), this

morning at

> 6:15.  Wonder what took them so long . . . .

>

>

> ___________________

> Brian Threlkeld

> 107 E Michigan Ave

> Urbana IL 61801-5027

>

> 217-384-5164

> abt5@columbia.edu

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

========================================================================

=======

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

========================================================================

=======

************************************************************************

*******

************************************************************************

*******

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife

Legacy"

************************************************************************

*******

************************************************************************

*******

------------------------------

Message: 2

Date: Tue, 6 May 2008 11:38:30 -0500

From: "Rob Kanter" <rkanter@uiuc.edu>

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] 27 Species of Warbler (5/06)

To: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

Cc: "birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Message-ID:


<963b67030805060938w34e09869ve43b30c6410f7bcf@mail.gmail.com>

Content-Type: text/plain; charset="windows-1252"

No *wonder* there were only 4 warblers in Mount Hope Cemetery this

morning--the party was in Urbana!

For the record, Mount Hope Cemetery between 8:15 and 9:00:

Nashville (1)

Common yellowthroat (1)

American redstart (1)

Magnolia (1)

plus Rose-breasted grosbeaks (3), Yellow-throated vireo (1)

-- 

Rob Kanter

(217) 621-2934

rkanter@uiuc.edu

On Tue, May 6, 2008 at 10:54 AM, Lambeth, Gregory S

<lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

wrote:

>

>

> I was able to bird Crystal Lake Park and Busey Woods this morning for

> several hours beginning at 5:45am.  I knew the birding would be good

when I

> had 20 species of warblers in the first 40 minutes - all within about

200

> yards of the Lake House.  The large oak near the Lake House (across

the

> lake) was full of birds again this morning.  Busey Woods was also very

> productive with Kentucky, Hooded, Worm-eating and Black-throated Blue

all

> along the power line trail - all were also singing.  I also had a

Sedge Wren

> in the tall grass between CLP and Busey Woods.  Other species include

both

> Tanagers, Baltimore Orioles, Orchard Oriole, Broad-winged Hawk,

> Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Swainson's and Gray-cheeked Thrush, Veery,

Indigo

> Buntings, Yellow-throated, Blue-headed, White-eyed, Warbling and

Red-eyed

> Vireos.

>

>

>

> Here is the warbler list for the morning:

>

>

>

> Golden-winged (2)

>

> Blue-winged (1)

>

> Tennessee (20)

>

> Orange-crowned (3)

>

> Nashville (45)

>

> Parula (15)

>

> Black-n-white (8)

>

> Black-throated Blue (1)

>

> Blackburnian (2)

>

> Chestnut-sided (5)

>

> Cape May (2)

>

> Magnolia (3)

>

> Yellow-rumped (60)

>

> Black-throated Green (7)

>

> Yellow-throated (2)

>

> Blackpoll (4)

>

> Pine (1)

>

> Palm (25)

>

> Yellow (15)

>

> Kentucky (2)

>

> Hooded (1)

>

> Wilson's (2)

>

> Worm-eating (1)

>

> Ovenbird (7)

>

> Northern Waterthrush (12)

>

> Common Yellowthroat (15)

>

> American Redstart (6)

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL:

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080506/561

c8e22/attachment-0001.htm
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Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

End of Birdnotes Digest, Vol 52, Issue 9

****************************************

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue May  6 15:00:05 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Tue May  6 15:00:45 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Report of Painted Bunting in McLean County

In-Reply-To: <E44E108D9854DB4180D1D26D224CCCEA9B1CE8@crystalake.UrbanaParks.Org>

References: <20080506170113.12B1A204FAE7@barracuda.city.urbana.il.us>


<E44E108D9854DB4180D1D26D224CCCEA9B1CE8@crystalake.UrbanaParks.Org>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E12BEFF70@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I have received a 3rd-hand report of a male Painted Bunting in McLean County.  The bird was observed on the East side of the Bloomington Airport feeding alongside the road that runs along the East perimeter of the airport. It was apparently seen near the church that is located alongside this road.  I don't have any other details -- there was a male Painted Bunting in McLean County about 10 years ago -- Mike Retter found it in town.

Greg Lambeth

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Tue May  6 16:32:50 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Tue May  6 16:33:32 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Watching Warblers

Message-ID: <20080506163250.BFL08541@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Tomorrow, Wednesday, evening at 7:30 the Chatos plan to watch our Watching Warblers DVD. Anyone who wants to bone up on warblers before Saturday' Spring Count is welcome to join us. We also have watching Sparrows and will run through it if time and interest allows. 714 W. Vermont in Urbana is our address.

Beth Chato

From Larryoed at aol.com  Tue May  6 18:57:53 2008

From: Larryoed at aol.com (Larryoed@aol.com)

Date: Tue May  6 19:14:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] one addition to the Tuesday morning Cystal Lake list...

Message-ID: <ccf.2e7c87e1.35524a81@aol.com>

At "the amazing oak" about 8:00 a.m. we saw a first spring male Blue  

Grosbeak.

Margaret Hoffman

**************Wondering what's for Dinner Tonight? Get new twists on family 

favorites at AOL Food.      

(http://food.aol.com/dinner-tonight?NCID=aolfod00030000000001)

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080506/86db5a67/attachment.htm

From melrickettsrn at yahoo.com  Tue May  6 22:06:58 2008

From: melrickettsrn at yahoo.com (Melissa Ricketts)

Date: Tue May  6 22:07:31 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cerulean at Busey Woods this am

Message-ID: <360872.10854.qm@web54406.mail.yahoo.com>

After birding Crystal Lake I headed over to Busey Woods in hopes of seeing a Kentucky.  I saw 2 Kentucky warblers and a bonus Cerulean.  The Cerulean (singing) and one of the Kentucky warblers were seen from the power line trail.  I also had a male Blue Grosbeak in the middle of the loop trail (the first right after the bridge).  There were several indigos (as well as 5-6 male scarlet tanagers) working this area.  So, I was surprised to see the brown wings thru my binocs.  I did a double take for a pleasant surprise.  As I walked the trail the grosbeak and tanagers stayed in the center of the loop trail and were visible from multiple areas of the trail.  The tanagers followed me out to the power line trail where there were several females.  

  Good Birding to All!

  Melissa 

---------------------------------

Be a better friend, newshound, and know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080506/45e5a206/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Wed May  7 19:24:03 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Wed May  7 19:58:14 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] winter wren

Message-ID: <050820080024.20148.482248230006DCDA00004EB422070210539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Had a Winter Wren in my backyard today.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080508/43e6cd2f/attachment.htm

From mpward at uiuc.edu  Fri May  9 08:41:55 2008

From: mpward at uiuc.edu (Mike Ward)

Date: Fri May  9 08:52:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] LBHE in St. Joe wetland

Message-ID: <200805091342.m49DgD3u002018@expredir7.cites.uiuc.edu>

For those participating in the Champaign County Spring Bird Count 

tomorrow there is a Little Blue Heron the last two days in the St. 

Joseph wetland.  Although it is in my backyard I will be over in 

Brown County.  Other birds around the wetland include a pair of 

Barred Owls that were nesting in my neighborhood northeast of the 

wetland.  The only shorebirds in the wetland have been spotted 

sandpipers, solitary sandpipers, and lesser yellowlegs.  Also on 

Monday two (male and female) Peregrine Falcons were chasing each 

other over the St. Joseph Little League fields.

Mike Ward

St. Joseph, IL

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Fri May  9 15:00:46 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Fri May  9 15:03:46 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hawks...

In-Reply-To: <E44E108D9854DB4180D1D26D224CCCEA9B1CE8@crystalake.UrbanaParks.Org>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90225@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Judy and I were driving past the Law Building at 12:50 when she spotted

2 birds flying LOW across the street toward the South.  One appeared to

be in pursuit of the other.

BOTH were female Cooper's Hawks... Brown, white rumped, identical

birds...

Bob Vaiden

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat May 10 18:49:33 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat May 10 18:52:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Black-necked Stilt

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E11@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I found a Black-necked Stilt at the Swine Ponds at 6:45pm.  More later - I am posting from my phone.

Greg Lambeth

________________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Vaiden, Robert [vaiden@isgs.uiuc.edu]

Sent: Friday, May 09, 2008 3:00 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hawks...

Judy and I were driving past the Law Building at 12:50 when she spotted

2 birds flying LOW across the street toward the South.  One appeared to

be in pursuit of the other.

BOTH were female Cooper's Hawks... Brown, white rumped, identical

birds...

Bob Vaiden

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From jward199 at gmail.com  Sat May 10 19:30:43 2008

From: jward199 at gmail.com (Jane Ward)

Date: Sat May 10 19:30:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Piatt County: Robert Allerton Park, May 5

Message-ID: <d7bf839c0805101730r2c584052m74fe60863a4f466b@mail.gmail.com>

Monday, May 5, I visited Allerton Park. It was a beautiful morning,

with Blue Bells and Blue-eyed Mary wildflowers carpeting the forest

floor. On the east side of the Sangamon River I saw two Barred Owls,

one by the Schroth Interpretive Trail and the other was by the Lost

Garden.  I also found two male Summer Tanagers. Catbirds were

everywhere I went.

Photos are posted here:

http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/2008_05_05_archive.html

-- 

Jane Ward

Peoria, Illinois

http://walkwithmepart2.blogspot.com/

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat May 10 19:50:40 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat May 10 19:50:42 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Black-necked Stilt

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E11@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

References: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E11@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E12@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I have posted a photo of the Black-necked Stilt on my web site:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Rarities.html

The bird was on the North shoreline of the Swine Ponds when I observed it at 6:45pm and it would not have been possible to see it from the road.  Instead, it was necessary to walk into the ponds from the Southeast corner.  I am aware of one previous record of Black-necked Stilt for Champaign County -- about 10 years ago near Block.  I have learned from Beth Chato that this bird was seen by Orlo earlier today.

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun May 11 10:02:50 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun May 11 10:03:11 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring Bird Count (131 Species)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E15@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

The weather was gorgeous for the Spring Bird Count, but the birding was relatively slow.  The most recent push of migrants was probably last Monday and the birds that arrived then had ample time to disperse. Overall, this has been a very late migration as evidenced by the absence of some species, including Cuckoos and Eastern Wood Pewees.  Rob Kanter and I birded the Western part of Champaign County, including Riverbend Forest Preserve and managed to come up with 131 species for the day, including 25 species of warbler.   Numbers of most species were relatively low and we encountered no large flocks of passerines.  The best birds for the day included a singing Cerulean Warbler at Riverbend and 2 singing Black-throated Blue Warblers.  At the very end of the day, the Black-necked Stilt (reported earlier) was a treat.  There was a Semipalmated Plover at the St. Joseph Wetland and a Shoveler and Lesser Scaup at the pond just West of Staley Road and South of Windsor.  Big misses for the day included Wilson's Warbler, Blackpoll Warbler, Mockingbird, Common Nighthawk and shorebirds (nearly all).

Greg Lambeth

From kboileau at gmail.com  Sun May 11 18:41:11 2008

From: kboileau at gmail.com (Kendra Boileau)

Date: Sun May 11 18:41:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] tanager ID

Message-ID: <c68cf0cf0805111641w6414f981p6ca501001a7f1d8c@mail.gmail.com>

Hello all,

I'm trying to distinguish between a female Scarlet and a female Summer

tanager.  To what extent is the beak a useful ID point?  Sibley seems to

show a darker, smaller beak on the Scarlet, with a larger, grayer beak on

the Summer.  My bird has a large gray beak, but no trace of orange or red.

It's consistently greenish-yellow with darker wings.  Is there a chance it

could be a summer tanager?

This is my first spring in Champaign, having moved here from NJ.  I am

*amazed* at the variety of stuff I'm finding at my feeder, just 6' from the

house.  A new bird every morning.  Today brought a Baltimore Oriole, Friday

an Indigo Bunting.  I have goldfinches, several pairs of Rosebreasted

Grosbeaks, an Eastern Towhee, White-Throated Sparrows (among others), a

Catbird, and other usual suspects.  What a delight.

Kendra Boileau

Champaign, north of country club, west of Prospect

-------------- next part --------------
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From grillo at uiuc.edu  Sun May 11 19:21:26 2008

From: grillo at uiuc.edu (Holger Braun)

Date: Sun May 11 19:21:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] South Farm Area

Message-ID: <20080511192126.BKU52224@expms4.cites.uiuc.edu>

Spend some time there late Sunday afternoon, unsuccessfully searching for the Black-necked Stilt.

Swine Ponds:

Wood Ducks (pair), Mallards (with ducklings), Blue-winged Teal, Turkey Vulture, Killdeers (2 adults, 1 killdeerling), Solitary Sandpiper (about 3), Spotted Sandpiper (about 5), Northern Rough-winged Swallows, Bank Swallows, Tree Swallows, Cliff Swallow (at least 1), Barn Swallows, Northern Mockingbird, Palm Warbler, White-crowned Sparrows (2-3), Eastern Meadowlark, Bobolinks (about 10), Red-winged Blackbirds

Shorebirds on flooded area at eastern end:

Lesser Yellowlegs (at least 10), Solitary Sandpipers (3), Spotted Sandpipers (2), Least Sandpiper

Holger

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sun May 11 20:02:26 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sun May 11 20:02:34 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] tanager ID

In-Reply-To: <c68cf0cf0805111641w6414f981p6ca501001a7f1d8c@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <90670.39107.qm@web57102.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Kendra,

I'm sitting here tonight looking at my Peterson's Birds of Eastern and Central North America, and I am at a loss as far as distinguishing a female Scarlet Tanager from a female Summer Tanager. The illustrations look pretty much identical. I can tell the males apart easily when I see them.

And welcome to Champaign County birding! You should have been here during the great wild turkey controversy!!  :-)

Bernie Sloan

--- On Sun, 5/11/08, Kendra Boileau <kboileau@gmail.com> wrote:

> From: Kendra Boileau <kboileau@gmail.com>

> Subject: [Birdnotes] tanager ID

> To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Date: Sunday, May 11, 2008, 6:41 PM

> Hello all,

> 

> I'm trying to distinguish between a female Scarlet and

> a female Summer

> tanager.  To what extent is the beak a useful ID point? 

> Sibley seems to

> show a darker, smaller beak on the Scarlet, with a larger,

> grayer beak on

> the Summer.  My bird has a large gray beak, but no trace of

> orange or red.

> It's consistently greenish-yellow with darker wings. 

> Is there a chance it

> could be a summer tanager?

> 

> This is my first spring in Champaign, having moved here

> from NJ.  I am

> *amazed* at the variety of stuff I'm finding at my

> feeder, just 6' from the

> house.  A new bird every morning.  Today brought a

> Baltimore Oriole, Friday

> an Indigo Bunting.  I have goldfinches, several pairs of

> Rosebreasted

> Grosbeaks, an Eastern Towhee, White-Throated Sparrows

> (among others), a

> Catbird, and other usual suspects.  What a delight.

> 

> Kendra Boileau

> Champaign, north of country club, west of

> Prospect_______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Be a better friend, newshound, and 

know-it-all with Yahoo! Mobile.  Try it now.  http://mobile.yahoo.com/;_ylt=Ahu06i62sR8HDtDypao8Wcj9tAcJ

From lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com  Mon May 12 08:16:39 2008

From: lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com (Linda Case)

Date: Mon May 12 08:17:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bobolinks at LOW

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E12@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <004201c8b432$69cbfd80$6501a8c0@vegan2>

Greetings!

On Saturday evening and again yesterday (Sunday) morning, there were three

(possibly more) male Bobolinks on the northwest side of the LOW preserve

(Buffalo Trails). Both times that I saw them, one male was singing - cannot

mistake that song! I did not see them this morning and was over on that side

of the preserve between 6:15 and 7:00, but am hoping they stick around for a

while!

Linda Case

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

(217) 586-4864

www.autumngoldconsulting.com

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Mon May 12 08:25:09 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Mon May 12 08:25:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Bobolinks at LOW

Message-ID: <051220081325.27398.482845350000023100006B0622070229339D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Hi Linda and birdnoters,

Last year I saw 3 Bobolinks on the north central side, where the drainage creek cuts through the prairie, on May 1. Saw two of them on May 7 in the same area but didn't see any after that. Maybe they are a little late this year. 

Charlene Anchor

-------------- Original message -------------- 

From: "Linda Case" <lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com> 

> Greetings! 

> 

> On Saturday evening and again yesterday (Sunday) morning, there were three 

> (possibly more) male Bobolinks on the northwest side of the LOW preserve 

> (Buffalo Trails). Both times that I saw them, one male was singing - cannot 

> mistake that song! I did not see them this morning and was over on that side 

> of the preserve between 6:15 and 7:00, but am hoping they stick around for a 

> while! 

> 

> Linda Case 

> 

> Linda P. Case 

> AutumnGold Consulting 

> (217) 586-4864 

> www.autumngoldconsulting.com 

> lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu 

> 

> _______________________________________________ 

> Birdnotes mailing list 

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org 

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes 
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon May 12 08:42:28 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon May 12 08:42:43 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <20080506163250.BFL08541@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90227@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I still haven't had much bird-watching time in the yard, but had a

Male Redstart Sunday morning...

Female RB Grosbeak Monday morning...

...and the usual.  Catbirds and Thrashers now regulars.

Bob Vaiden

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Mon May 12 10:49:33 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Mon May 12 10:59:56 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Spring Bird Count

Message-ID: <20080512104933.BFP95422@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

First I want to thank Greg Lambeth for faithfully and skillfully leading the Sunday Morning Busey Walks this spring. Greg will be away for the last two upcoming walks. We really appreciate his sharp eyes, ears and general expertize. 

I am in the process of putting together Champaign County's May 10th bird count data. As Greg said in his post, it was rather a slow day and late migrants are not yet here. Our total so far of 153 species is much lower that our high total which was 167 (1997). I still have a few lists to come in, so we may pick uo a few more species, but I think we will stay on the low side. Last year's count was 159. The black-necked stilt was a great addition and a new species for the 33 years of the Champaign County count.

Beth Chato

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Mon May 12 16:22:48 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Mon May 12 16:23:17 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mahomet Bobolink P.S.

Message-ID: <051220082122.22028.4828B528000C3DD20000560C22070229339D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

This morning I went out to check boxes at Buffalo Trace. At the same location as last year I saw 3 Bobolinks - 2 males and 1 female. Then one of the males chased after a bird that looked like another female but all I could see was her back so I'm not sure. What a joy to see them. I'm sorry the numbers aren't greater than just 3 or 4.

The Eastern Kingbirds and Orchard Orioles are back singing. Haven't seen a Dickcissel out there yet nor any Sedge Wrens. Do have 2 boxes of nestling Bluebirds though.....was worried how they did through the cold and rain. 

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon May 12 16:27:42 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon May 12 16:27:56 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] West Vermilion sightings

Message-ID: <30ec30250805121427x377e13c8s8f98bd3e1c24af4d@mail.gmail.com>

On Saturday the 10th I took our son out for a workday at Camp Drake, the Boy

Scout camp about a mile southeast of Oakwood, between Urbana and Danville

along I-74.  It includes heavily wooded high ground and ravines down to the

Salt Fork (?).  Between 1:30 and 2:00, I got some sightings -- just a few,

but pretty fun.

I walked over to the Troop's campsite, and after just a minute of looking

around, I caught a second or two of big black wings with white areas

flashing through the woods, about thirty yards away.  Wow, maybe a

pileated!  I kept watching through the trees, and as the bird banked to the

right I caught a glimpse of the red crest.  Bingo.  It swooped up to land on

a trunk where I couldn't quite see it.  It had flown between the camp and a

mom and Scout who had been walking toward us.  As they came into camp she

said, "Hey, did you see that bird?!"  I told them it was a pileated

woodpecker, a great bird to see so close -- and then its voice burst out in

a raucous call.  "There -- that's it!", I told them.  It ghosted away and

around the camp through the woods; I didn't get a good look at it perched

anywhere.

I also saw a pretty brown thrush, which I'm calling a VEERY because of the

tawny or russet back, and sparse spotting on its underside.

There were a lot of CHIPPING SPARROWS around, and ROBINS, of course.

As I drove out toward the road, there was a vivid INDIGO BUNTING by the

drive.

Earlier in the day, north of I-74 in Champaign, between Lincoln and Neil

streets, a male RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD was harassing a big RED-TAILED HAWK.

An eye-catching pair.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From forrestaubel at gmail.com  Mon May 12 16:44:42 2008

From: forrestaubel at gmail.com (Forrest Aubel)

Date: Mon May 12 16:44:58 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey & Crystal Lake 5/12

Message-ID: <f2f281c90805121444o3c2e064bx3895af76caf3f5a6@mail.gmail.com>

Busey woods was hopping this morning.  On the powerline trail I had:

black-throated green warbler (at eye level about 10 feet away, not shy)

two turkey vultures flushed from the south side of the trail, about 50 feet

from the base of the hill (one cleaned its beak on a branch as it eyed me)

Ruby-throated hummingbird

American redstart

indigo buntings

yellowthroats

the rest of the usual suspects (catbirds, RB grosbeaks, vireos and

thrushes...)

The low area off the powerline trail (with the stairs) had the green heron,

a male baltimore oriole, wood ducks, and a towhee (never having seen one, it

stumped me for a minute).

The woods contained yellow-rumped, black-and-white, magnolia, and blackpoll

warblers, along with several redstarts.

Crystal Lake was a bit quieter but I added Wilson's warbler at the magic

bridge, and palm and yellow warblers at the lake, and I FINALLY got a look

at a Parula (two looks, in fact).  And a red-headed woodpecker.

The catbirds were especially thick, and I saw black-and-whites at least 4

times.

Forrest Aubel

-------------- next part --------------
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon May 12 17:27:47 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon May 12 17:28:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 12 May

Message-ID: <30ec30250805121527o7651aaefv1c322a0a83d5be1f@mail.gmail.com>

5:25 p.m.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon May 12 17:34:12 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon May 12 17:34:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 12 May

Message-ID: <30ec30250805121534t7d009c8dwae79c68ddb827e5c@mail.gmail.com>

No idea why an incomplete version of this sent itself spontaneously; sorry.

5:25 p.m.

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH at suet.

Earlier in the day, 5 WHITE-CROWNED SPARROWS.

Over the weekend, I saw a brown-headed cowbird female hop up into the large

bush by the front walk, disappear for a few seconds, then fly off.  I looked

in that part of the bush, and found a woven nest; can't guess what made it.

It was empty, however.  It looks fairly new, so I'm wondering if the maker

is not ready to use it, or abandoned it, or was making dummy nests to

confuse the cowbirds.  I suspect the cowbirds may refrain from laying in

nests that don't already have eggs in them.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue May 13 10:57:25 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Tue May 13 10:58:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park (5/13)

In-Reply-To: <f2f281c90805121444o3c2e064bx3895af76caf3f5a6@mail.gmail.com>

References: <f2f281c90805121444o3c2e064bx3895af76caf3f5a6@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E12F2B58F@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I met Derek Liebert at 6:00am and we birded Crystal Lake Park for about 90 minutes before I needed to head off for work.  We ran into Beth Chato and Jim Smith early on and they had a singing Hooded Warbler near the Lake House which we were able to relocate.  We had a Prothonotary Warbler later on at the main island.  Other warbler species included:  Tennessee, Nashville, Parula, Blackburnian, Chestnut-sided, Magnolia, Yellow-rumped, Black-throated Green, Yellow-throated, Bay-breasted, Palm, Yellow, Wilson's, Northern Waterthrush, Common Yellowthroat and Redstart for a total of 18 species.  Other birds present were Scarlet Tanager, Warbling, Red-eyed, Yellow-throated, Warbling and White-eyed Vireo, Least Flycatcher, E. Wood Pewee, Great-crested Flycatcher, both Orioles and Rose-breasted Grosbeak.

There was no evidence that an influx of birds happened overnight.  The next Southerly wind flow should bring a huge push of migrants (provided they just fly over on their way to Wisconsin and Canada).  Unfortunately, I will miss it as I will be out of town for the next 10 days.  If you have a chance to bird Crystal Lake Park and Busey Woods in the next two weeks, please post your sightings - I'll look forward to reading them.

Greg Lambeth

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080513/bcca84bd/attachment-0001.htm

From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue May 13 14:22:07 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue May 13 14:29:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard May 13 (morning)

Message-ID: <30ec30250805131222j4c26dc8av7170b5861778f83@mail.gmail.com>

Pretty active out back; we had the following by 8:30 this morning:

WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW

WHITE-THROATED SPARROW -- Haven't been seeing many of these in the past few

weeks.

MAGNOLIA WARBLER (male) -- foy; lovely and striking bird

 HALLOWEEN WARBLER (American redstart) -- Yesterday evening was backyard foy

for us with these.

Warbler sp. -- Common yellowthroat female?  Grey head, no eye-ring, yellow

throat, breast, and undertail coverts, white belly.

SWAINSON'S (?) THRUSH

EMPID (Least?  Acadian?  It tended to stay fairly close to the ground, not

perching more than 4 or 5 feet up.)

DOWNY WOODPECKER

BLUE JAY

CARDINAL

ROBIN

CROW

MOURNING DOVE

STARLING

HOSP

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From lconnor at uiuc.edu  Tue May 13 16:44:07 2008

From: lconnor at uiuc.edu (Lynn Connor)

Date: Tue May 13 16:56:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Injured/sick Virginia Rail

Message-ID: <p06100508c44fb91622bd@[130.126.90.226]>

I found a bird sitting/sleeping under a tree on the corner of 4th and 

Kirby yesterday by the practice football field.  Since it didn't try 

and flee when I approached it, I decided to take it to the Wildlife 

Clinic.  I called back this afternoon to see how it was doing and if 

it had been identified (I was stumped) and they identified it as a 

Virginia Rail.  Unfortunately it didn't survive the night.

Would it have most likely been migrating and was injured and was 

grounded there?  Just wondering how common they are around here in 

more appropriate habitats?

Lynn Connor

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed May 14 07:44:05 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed May 14 07:44:21 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Nighthawk

Message-ID: <30433.14244.qm@web65708.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Had a solitary Common Nighthawk over the gardens at Meadowbrook about 5:20 this morning.  Foy for me.

Roger Digges

-------------- next part --------------
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From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Wed May 14 09:29:18 2008

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Wed May 14 09:36:40 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 


Empidonax flycatchers yesterday; Cemetery warblers today

Message-ID: <963b67030805140729u24ff165bm12c022d8a78279b1@mail.gmail.com>

Yesterday morning I saw 2-3 empidonax flycatchers as I biked through Hessel

Park in Champaign and another handful in Mt. Hope Cemetery. I also saw one

on the main UI quad at noon. Did other people notice an influx?

This morning was the first really good morning for warblers in the cemetery.

I came across two large flocks which included at least the following, but

likely many more. (I was in a hurry, and the rain on my glasses hampered my

efforts!)

Blackburnian

Bay-breasted

Nashville

Black-throated green

Magnolia

Tennessee

Also of note yesterday and today was a flock of turkey vultures, which

apparently roosted in the cemetery overnight.

-- 

Rob Kanter

(217) 621-2934

rkanter@uiuc.edu
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Wed May 14 11:05:12 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Wed May 14 11:29:49 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Empidonax flycatchers yesterday;


Cemetery warblers today

In-Reply-To: <963b67030805140729u24ff165bm12c022d8a78279b1@mail.gmail.com>

References: <963b67030805140729u24ff165bm12c022d8a78279b1@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <30ec30250805140905g6098dbdcl6b59f6954142d253@mail.gmail.com>

In response to Rob's query, I've noticed that our backyard has what strikes

me as an abundance of empids -- I'd estimate at least 3 or 4; I'm pretty

sure it's not just one bird dashing around to simulate numerous

individuals!  The tend to be perching fairly low -- under 6 feet, and often

within a foot or two of the ground, though I'm also seeing them up in the

canopy.

Also out back this morning were MAGNOLIA WARBLERS, and REDSTART females,

which I'd not previously spotted this spring.  These redstarts seemed to be

fanning out their tails much more than I've seen the males doing.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On Wed, May 14, 2008 at 9:29 AM, Rob Kanter <rkanter@uiuc.edu> wrote:

> Yesterday morning I saw 2-3 empidonax flycatchers as I biked through

> Hessel Park in Champaign and another handful in Mt. Hope Cemetery. I also

> saw one on the main UI quad at noon. Did other people notice an influx?

>

> This morning was the first really good morning for warblers in the

> cemetery. I came across two large flocks which included at least the

> following, but likely many more. (I was in a hurry, and the rain on my

> glasses hampered my efforts!)

>

> Blackburnian

> Bay-breasted

> Nashville

> Black-throated green

> Magnolia

> Tennessee

>

> Also of note yesterday and today was a flock of turkey vultures, which

> apparently roosted in the cemetery overnight.

>

> --

> Rob Kanter

> (217) 621-2934

> rkanter@uiuc.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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From smithsje at egix.net  Wed May 14 13:04:09 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed May 14 12:07:36 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] St Joe nest boxes

Message-ID: <200805141707.m4EH7AYn029688@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

I checked the bird house nest boxes at the new St. Joesph wetlands this am.  Two were empty, one had a Tree Swallow nest with six eggs, one had a dead Tree Swallow, one had two dead Tree Swallows and another had two dead Tree Swallows with a fresh Swallow nest on top of the dead ones.  One box was missing and I replaced it.  I checked two of the three Purple Martin Houses; both were empty.  I assumed the third was also empty.  

Assorted shore birds were present along the water areas plus a Green Heron.  

I wish someone would volunteer to monitor these bird houses.    

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-05-14

From leslienoa at gmail.com  Wed May 14 12:06:05 2008

From: leslienoa at gmail.com (Leslie Rye)

Date: Wed May 14 13:03:58 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Campus great-crested flycatcher and common yellowthroat

Message-ID: <a4f8d1430805141006w14da03e7i4a60d8e34f78223b@mail.gmail.com>

I just walked by the Natural History Building on Green St.  I saw a

Great-crested flycatcher, an Empid of some sort, heard a rose-breasted

grosbeak, and heard a common yellowthroat!

There were other things moving around in the trees but without my binos I

couldn't id them.  It certainly looked like there were some other warblers

about.

Leslie Rye

-------------- next part --------------
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From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Wed May 14 16:32:48 2008

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Wed May 14 16:33:12 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Carolina Wren nesting 

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080514162339.022bfeb0@mail.kspei.com>

Hello Birdnoters, I am home sick today and able to watch the birds around 

my house a little.  Earlier in the spring, a pair of Carolina Wrens nested 

in a birdhouse at my neighbor's.  They made it as far as feeding young ones 

as the parents would fly back and forth bringing tasty morsels to the 

birdhouse.  However, it seemed that the action suddenly stopped, and there 

is no Carolina family banging around.

However, a week and a half ago a pair of Carolina Wrens started building a 

nest in a hanging flower basket on our front porch (about 2 days after I 

hung it there!).  During this time they had to fend off a pair of House 

Finches who liked the digs.  Last night I looked in the domed nest with a 

flashlight and an adult Wren peered back.  Today, I checked the nest and it 

has 3 eggs.

I do not know if this is a re nest from the earlier nest, less than 60 feet 

away, or what.  A House Wren has taken over the bird house, so maybe that 

caused the demise of the Carolinas.  I probably miss most of the action as 

I have not been here much lately.  Rhetta Jack, Springfield

PS  Swainson's Thrushes have bee enjoying my wildflower plantings and 

mulch.  One or two even sing occasionally.

From grillo at uiuc.edu  Wed May 14 20:51:06 2008

From: grillo at uiuc.edu (Holger Braun)

Date: Wed May 14 20:51:36 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] some shorebirds (South Farm Area)

Message-ID: <20080514205106.BKX87753@expms4.cites.uiuc.edu>

Wednesday evening, flooded area at eastern end and Swine Ponds:

Killdeer (several adults, 2 chicks)

Solitary Sandpiper (about 10, maybe more)

Spotted Sandpiper (at least 10)

Pectoral Sandpiper (at least 3 at both places)

Least Sandpiper (small groups at both places, 7-10 each)

Dowitcher, probably short-billed hendersoni (at ponds)

There was also a Sora at the ponds and probably a Broad-winged Hawk.

Holger Braun

From smithsje at egix.net  Wed May 14 23:02:00 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Wed May 14 22:05:12 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Orioles

Message-ID: <200805150305.m4F351ck024213@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Today, we had 4 Orioles feeding at our suet feeders (3) at one time.  They like our suet better than sugar water.   

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-05-14

From ryetimothy at gmail.com  Thu May 15 08:17:42 2008

From: ryetimothy at gmail.com (Timothy Rye)

Date: Thu May 15 08:18:08 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park

Message-ID: <79646f810805150617n11bba66x1333c6b26c636cec@mail.gmail.com>

Leslie and I birded portions of Crystal Lake Park near the boathouse

and Magic Bridge this morning.  Despite the relatively cold weather,

we saw a fair number of species.  Here are some of the highlights:

Blue-headed vireo

Canada warbler

Chestnut-sided warbler

Magnolia warbler

Yellow rumped warbler

Yellow throated warbler

Wilson's warbler

Blackburnian warbler

Cape May warbler (heard, not seen)

Least Flycatcher

Great-crested flycatcher

Eastern Wood Pewee

Tennessee Warbler

Common yellowthroat

American redstart

Ruby crowned kinglet

White-eyed vireo

Warbling vireo

Yellow warbler

Black-throated green warbler

Northern parula

From threlkster at gmail.com  Thu May 15 11:21:15 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Thu May 15 11:28:52 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Grosbeaks in backyard

Message-ID: <30ec30250805150921w108c1a94me9795953ee5e53e6@mail.gmail.com>

9:20 a.m. Thu., 15 May 2008

ROSE-BREASTED GROSBEAK females x 2

FOY for backyard RBG females.  These two got down into the seed catcher

under our sunflower feeder; I didn't know birds as big as them would be able

to get down through the entry holes.  They seemed to have some trouble

finding the way back out again, corroborating my impression that RBGs aren't

the sharpest tools in the shed.

Of special interest was that one bird had a diseased left eye.  It looked

exactly like mycoplasmal conjunctivitis that I've seen in house finches.

I'd characterize it as appearing to be at an intermediate to advanced

stage.  Also, the bird's feathers below its wings and under the tail seemed

matted, which I've previously observed in diseased birds.

I can't say for sure that the eye lesion was not avian pox, but I saw no

other lesions on the face, legs, or feet that might be consistent with pox.

I finally saw a HOUSE WREN in the vicinity of the feeders; we've certainly

been *hearing* enough of them.

I saw one or two EMPIDs out back again, in a brief period of observation.

ROBINS and DOVES and HOSPs as well, of course.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Fri May 16 06:37:04 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Fri May 16 07:04:41 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook--Western Meadowlark?

Message-ID: <992632.20209.qm@web65711.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Early this morning on the west side of the statuary walk, I heard (and saw) and Meadowlark singing a western song.  This is an area where an Eastern Meadowlark has been singing for weeks.  I did not get a good look at the bird (not enough light), but the song was definitely that of a Western Meadowlark.

Also a new sight for me--I saw a Sharp-shinned Hawk harassing a Cooper's at the south end of the main prairie.  They put on quite a show before the Cooper's headed north and the Sharpie flew back toward the Forestry.

Roger Digges

-------------- next part --------------
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From smithsje at egix.net  Fri May 16 20:25:39 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Fri May 16 19:28:58 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Whooping Crane

Message-ID: <200805170028.m4H0Siff000571@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

The bird has left.  Yesterday, a Whooping Crane was resting, feeding about a mile west of Vermilion Grove in Vermilion County.  It was seen this am as it was leaving heading north.  

Gary Wilford obtained video of it, including colored leg bands.   

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-05-16

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Fri May 16 20:48:29 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Fri May 16 20:50:17 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] special cemetary bird

Message-ID: <051720080148.16181.482E396D0001F7EE00003F3522070206539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

This morning Elaine Regehr and I were "ghostbusting" at Mt. Hope. Elaine spotted a Northern Mockingbird and we were able to watch it for a little while....nice.  It was on the west side.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From ckanchor at comcast.net  Sat May 17 07:24:59 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Sat May 17 07:25:10 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] another cemetary bird

Message-ID: <051720081224.11287.482ECE9B0007006500002C1722070210539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Another "ghostbuster" bird that I should have mentioned was the Eurasian-collared Dove that Janet and I heard last Sunday at Woodlawn, across from Busey Woods. We were going to track it down but it stopped singing before we were able to do so.  The singing was coming from the northeast side of the cemetary.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat May 17 15:05:08 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat May 17 15:05:26 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Vermillion County Whooping Crane in the news

Message-ID: <340566.87208.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

There's an article in today's News-Gazette about the Whooping Crane that put in a brief stop in Vermillion County:

http://tinyurl.com/5gxjs4

Bernie Sloan

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Sat May 17 17:49:31 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Sat May 17 17:49:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mahomet Savannah Sparrow

Message-ID: <051720082249.25437.482F60FB00037CEC0000635D22070029539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

At Buffalo Trace/Conservation Area I watched a Savannah Sparrow singing this morning. It was sitting on a 4x4 post on the west prairie that was recently burned. Last week I watched one that was singing a short distance north from this one on the same prairie sitting in a scraggly tree. Maybe it is enjoying the new grass.

Also 2 Common Nighthawks flew over. Don't see them enough!

Charlene Anchor
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat May 17 18:08:36 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat May 17 18:09:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] lots of action in crystal lake

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080517180343.01de86d8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Crystal lake park was birdy this morning.  John Dunkelberger & I were there 

for birdathon; we ran into Bill Wasson at the magic bridge.  Bill described 

quite an assortment of warblers, including 2 Canadas.  JD & I never found 

the Canadas, unfortunately.

In Busey woods we saw a hawk that we decided might have been a 

red-shouldered.  At least that was the best fit to what we saw--but I don't 

know of any reports of them from there.  Anyone have an opinion on the 

likelyhood of it really having been a RSH?



--Helen Parker

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat May 17 19:05:51 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat May 17 19:05:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Don Gardner Prairie in Ford County

In-Reply-To: <051720082249.25437.482F60FB00037CEC0000635D22070029539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

References: <051720082249.25437.482F60FB00037CEC0000635D22070029539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0805171853040.5836@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Our Master Naturalists saw a Dickcissel posturing nicely on a plant stem 

in Northern Ford County today.

Thankfully Bill Wassen can hear better than I and recognized the call as 

what it was rather than a Meadowlark which I misdiagnosed it as.

This is in a really great prairie restoration (from an old unplowed 

pasture) and has been lovingly cared for during the past 3 or more 

decades.

If you are interested in a tour of this prairie check with Sandy Mason 

at (217) 333-7672 for more info.

Good birding,

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat May 17 19:09:16 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat May 17 19:09:18 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Don Gardner Prairie in Ford County

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0805171853040.5836@bluestem.prairienet.org>

References: <051720082249.25437.482F60FB00037CEC0000635D22070029539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>


<Pine.LNX.4.64.0805171853040.5836@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0805171907180.5836@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Sorry.

Forgot one Red Tailed Hawk and a coopers hawk above the prairie.

There is also a small savvana area at the site.

Jim :)

On Sat, 17 May 2008, James Hoyt wrote:

> Birders,

>

> Our Master Naturalists saw a Dickcissel posturing nicely on a plant stem in 

> Northern Ford County today.

>

> Thankfully Bill Wassen can hear better than I and recognized the call as what 

> it was rather than a Meadowlark which I misdiagnosed it as.

>

> This is in a really great prairie restoration (from an old unplowed pasture) 

> and has been lovingly cared for during the past 3 or more decades.

>

> If you are interested in a tour of this prairie check with Sandy Mason at 

> (217) 333-7672 for more info.

>

> Good birding,

>

> Jim :)

>

>

>

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From smithsje at egix.net  Sat May 17 22:36:10 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sat May 17 21:39:34 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] (no subject)

Message-ID: <200805180239.m4I2dHr0004970@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

The Whooping Crane was again feeding in the same field this am.  Later in the day, it wasn't there.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-05-17

From grillo at uiuc.edu  Sun May 18 13:28:58 2008

From: grillo at uiuc.edu (Holger Braun)

Date: Sun May 18 13:29:20 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] shorebirds

Message-ID: <1RMSDO3hRDT6Z3LstPG000003cc@1rms.RegencyApartments.com>

Sunday 10-11 a.m.

South Farm area, flooded area west of Lincoln (behind the barns)

1 Lesser Yellowlegs

2-3 Solitary Sandpipers

4-5 Pectoral Sandpipers

2 Least or Semipalmated Sandpipers (too far away)

1 Spotted Sandpiper

(most of the ones still there on Friday were gone)

Holger Braun

From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Sun May 18 21:20:29 2008

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Sun May 18 21:20:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Curtis Road shorebirds

Message-ID: <963b67030805181920k5ca000xdff93b77cf55cc4f@mail.gmail.com>

There a currently a number of flooded fields on both sides of Curtis

Road between Staley and Rising.

I'm not great with shorebirds, but this evening between 7 and 7:30 I

saw the following:

American Golden Plover

Semipalmated Plover

Killdeer

Solitary Sandpiper

Lesser Yellowlegs

Dunlin

Pectoral Sandpipoer

Least Sandpiper (there were many peeps)

Dowitchers (not sure short or long-billed)

-- 

Rob Kanter

(217) 621-2934

rkanter@uiuc.edu

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon May 19 08:23:49 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon May 19 08:25:11 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Weaver Park, East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0805171907180.5836@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E9022F@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Mallard Duck pair, Canada Geese pair, Solitary Sandpiper, Rough-Winged,

Tree, and Barn Swallows, Chimney Swifts, many nesting RW Blackbirds,

Goldfinches, immature R T Hawk (whitish feathers on head and back, no

real "red" on the tail).

Shooting Stars at Weaver fading...

------------------------------------

Swainson's\Gray Cheeked Thrush at East Main Backyard.

Various species of Waterleaf blooming at East Main Backyard...also

Geranium, Prairie Phlox, Starry and False Solomon's Seal, Prairie

Hyacinth.

Bob Vaiden

From j.courson at mchsi.com  Mon May 19 09:07:37 2008

From: j.courson at mchsi.com (j.courson@mchsi.com)

Date: Mon May 19 12:08:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Night Hawks

Message-ID: <051920081407.20195.483189A9000805E400004EE3219791299503010CD2079C080C03BF02019C9D9A010CD206@mchsi.com>

Hello All,

I have seen several Night Hawks over the past few evenings in Mahomet.

--

Jeffrey A. Courson

"There comes a special moment in 

everyone's life, a moment for 

which that person was born.  That 

special opportunity, when he 

seizes it, will fulfill his 

mission--a mission for which he is 

uniquely qualified.  In that 

moment, he finds greatness.  It is 

his finest hour."

Winston Churchill

From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Mon May 19 19:56:37 2008

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Mon May 19 20:18:55 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Curtis Rd

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20080519195150.0475bdd0@mail.millikin.edu>

At 5:30 PM today, I saw the following at the Curtis Rd flooded area, about 

a mile west of I-57, north side of road just west of the house:

Pectoral Sandpiper

Dunlin (20-30 in breeding plumage)

Long-billed Dowitcher

Short-billed Dowitcher

Am Golden Plover - 1 in breeding plumage

Black-bellied Plover - 4, 3 in breeding plumage

White-rumped Sandpiper (luckily it flew for me!)

Least Sandpiper

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Blue-winged Teal - male in breeding plumage

Ray in Urbana

From grillo at uiuc.edu  Mon May 19 20:41:54 2008

From: grillo at uiuc.edu (Holger Braun)

Date: Mon May 19 20:42:31 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Curtis Rd. shorebirds

Message-ID: <20080519204154.BLC22611@expms4.cites.uiuc.edu>

In addition to what was already mentioned:

Greater and Lesser Yellowlegs, Spotted Sandpipers - those were mostly south of Curtis (Monday 6.15-7 p.m.)

Would be happy I somebody with a scope could take me along to this place, live on the way in SW Champaign,

Holger Braun

From betuana at hotmail.com  Mon May 19 22:34:18 2008

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Mon May 19 22:34:39 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods 5/19 AM

Message-ID: <BAY139-W426BDF1BDA62ED98163305A7C40@phx.gbl>

Spent this morning walking the trails at Busey Woods from about 8-11 AM. Saw several species of birds, plus several deer and squirrels...all in all it was a good birding day for me, especially with my difficulty sometimes in spotting things! (I'm sure there were probably several birds around me that I just didn't see!)

Many of the usuals:

Robins

Grackles

Starlings

Blue Jays

Crows

Mourning Doves

House Sparrows

White Crowned Sparrows

Song Sparrows

Cardinals

Additionally:

Gray Catbirds (several)

Swainson's Thrush (MANY - I've been seeing them all over - in our yard too!)

Cooper's Hawk

Northern Flickers (pair - seem to be nesting near the viewing area by the SW water area)

Little Green Heron (hunting in the SW water area)

White Breasted Nuthatch

Canada Geese (in river and flyover)

Downy Woodpecker

Hairy Woodpeckers (pair)

Red Bellied Woodpecker (only heard)

Goldfinches (2 males chasing each other along powerline trail)

Indigo Bunting (male, following the male goldfinches)

White Breasted Nuthatch

Brown Thrashers (2 in shrubs by feeders)

Carolina Wren (singing his heart out by the west end of the powerline trail)

Veery (along river trail heading south from bridge)

Blue Grey Gnatcatchers

American Redstarts (male along river trail heading south from bridge, female in woods south of powerline trail)

Northern Waterthrushes (2 seen along different water areas)

Canada Warbler (in trees on south edge of woods by fairground)

Magnolia Warbler (in woods south of powerline trail)

Yellow Rumped Warblers (various locations)

Nashville Warbler (along powerline trail)

Common Yellowthroat (female - by water south of powerline trail)

There were also a couple sightings that I'm not 100% sure of - only got 1 brief glimpse at each, so these are just possibilities:

-Possible Rusty or Brewers Blackbird (saw briefly as it flew off from the water along the south part of the woods, not positive about ID, it was a black bird with pale eyes, and not a grackle, but haven't seen many of either of these species, so I am not sure how to identify, especially with such a brief view of it)

-Great Horned Owl (I did not get to see any identifying marks, only saw it as it took off and drifted away through the trees - however, I can say it was about the size of a large red tailed hawk, but had a heavy body appearance, blunt head shape, and silent flight. Looked very similar in flight to the GH that I've worked with (and had fly at me) in the summer, but I only saw this one from a bit of a distance. 90% certain it was a large owl at least, looked too big to be much else than a large great horned, but its possible it was a larger individual from a different species. I'm much more confident about this ID than the blackbird one though, just from having seen a great horned owl in flight many times before. It was in a tree south of the powerline trail and I only saw it because I turned as it took off and flew off north (in the direction of the cemetery) with a bluejay following it yelling)

In our yard we had a Kentucky warbler for a few weeks, but it seems to have moved on. Catbirds still around though, a Swainson's Thrush and Ovenbird hae both been regular visitors, along with an occasional Veery. We had a male Common Yellowthroat in our yard this evening after the rain (seemed odd, but I guess as the bird flies we are only a few houses from Boulware (a couple blocks to walk there since we have to walk around houses though, heh). A goldfinch put on an appearance too, as well as the regulars (3 HOSP nests, plus white crowns still hanging around). Grackles and robins in the yard.. 

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________

Give to a good cause with every e-mail. Join the i?m Initiative from Microsoft.
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From jrfinley at uiuc.edu  Mon May 19 23:37:41 2008

From: jrfinley at uiuc.edu (Jason R. Finley)

Date: Mon May 19 23:38:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Wanted: old binoculars

Message-ID: <42AD436E-19E0-4C0C-BC4E-A157693B941A@uiuc.edu>

Anyone have a pair of old binoculars they'd be willing to sell?  I'd  

like to find a decent and inexpensive used pair (e.g., 8x42 full- 

sized) so that I've got an extra pair to lend to friends who I manage  

to entice into coming out birding.

thanks,

~jason

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Jason R. Finley

Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

Cognitive Division

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

603 East Daniel Street

Champaign, IL 61820

cell: 949-433-4216

jrfinley@uiuc.edu

http://www.jasonfinley.com/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

From germanfury at hotmail.com  Tue May 20 09:15:32 2008

From: germanfury at hotmail.com (Jeff Horn)

Date: Tue May 20 12:09:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Curtis Rd

In-Reply-To: <5.2.0.9.2.20080519195150.0475bdd0@mail.millikin.edu>

References: <5.2.0.9.2.20080519195150.0475bdd0@mail.millikin.edu>

Message-ID: <BAY128-W55995FAD39A4973AC6A39FC5C40@phx.gbl>

This morning at Curtis Rd. in flooded areas - probably would have seen more with spotting scope:

Pectoral SandpiperLong-billed DowitcherShort-billed DowitcherLeast Sandpiper (at least 30)

Semipalmated Sandpiper

Blue-winged Teal

Greater Yellowlegs

Great Blue Heron

Mallards

Jeff Horn

_________________________________________________________________
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Tue May 20 08:51:18 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Tue May 20 14:18:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-breasted nuthatch

Message-ID: <500678.82290.qm@web65712.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Just curious as to what the latest departure dates are for Red-breasted Nuthatches.  I had two at my feeders this morning (Tuesday the 20th).  I also had a White-throated Sparrow in the yard yesterday.

  Roger Digges

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080520/1028118a/attachment.htm

From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Tue May 20 10:00:11 2008

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Tue May 20 17:44:32 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] a.m. warblers, etc. Hessel Park and Mt. Hope Cemetery

Message-ID: <963b67030805200800r6ecd9e05w2f0aaa140e48ae8@mail.gmail.com>

It seemed to me there were a lot of new birds around this morning. In

and near Hessel Park I saw the following (in the park, concentrated in

the crowns of Siberian Elms):

Tennessee

Nashville

American Redstart

Blackpoll

Blackburnian

Golden-winged

Red-eyed vireo

Baltimore oriole

Rose-breasted grosbeak

In Mt. Hope Cemetery, mostly in spruces:

More Tennessee, Nashville, and Redstarts plus:

Common yellowthroat

Cape May

Black-throated green

Magnolia

Swainson's thrush

White-eyed vireo

-- 

Rob Kanter

(217) 621-2934

rkanter@uiuc.edu

From smithsje at egix.net  Tue May 20 21:50:18 2008

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Tue May 20 20:53:36 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] nest box report

Message-ID: <200805210153.m4L1rSWE014314@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

A total of 15 dead Tree Swallows have been found in the bird nest boxes as of this date.  All appear to have died of starvation and/or exposure to the cool, wet weather.  All were in boxes without any nest.  

OF ten bird houses along a drainage ditch, there were 48 Tree Swallow eggs.  

Yesterday, a Scarlet Tanager briefly fed at one of our sunflower seed feeders.  

That is a new feeder bird for us.  Orioles continue to feed at our suet feeders.  

As many as a dozen Rose-breasted Grosbeaks continue to feed on sunflower seeds. One Red-breasted Nuthatch was still coming to the same.  

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2008-05-20

From jrfinley at uiuc.edu  Tue May 20 23:42:43 2008

From: jrfinley at uiuc.edu (Jason R. Finley)

Date: Tue May 20 23:43:04 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Help identifying a small tree?

Message-ID: <FB6F5967-C0B4-424C-98F5-F30C67C0D635@uiuc.edu>

Hi all,

In planning what new bird-friendly plants to add to my backyard, I'm  

trying to ID some of what's already there.  I'm hoping someone can  

help me identify this small-tree/large-shrub that I have.  It's about  

8-10 feet tall, and it bore red berries in the Fall (maybe even into  

Winter, I don't recall).  At least once I saw a pair of cardinals  

eating the berries.  I unfortunately don't remember at all whether the  

leaves changed colors or not.

But here is a photo of the tree in the winter (early December), and a  

photo of the leaves on the tree from today, with some tiny little  

flower-looking things:

http://www.jasonfinley.com/TreeBackyardRightsideDec07.jpg

http://www.jasonfinley.com/TreeBackyardRightsideLeavesMay08.jpg

If anyone has any ideas, please let me know!  I've been looking  

through books I got from the Urbana Free Library, but haven't figured  

this one out yet.

thanks,

~jason

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

Jason R. Finley

Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

Cognitive Division

University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

603 East Daniel Street

Champaign, IL 61820

cell: 949-433-4216

jrfinley@uiuc.edu

http://www.jasonfinley.com/

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

From dolson at ccfpd.org  Wed May 21 06:55:44 2008

From: dolson at ccfpd.org (Daniel J. Olson)

Date: Wed May 21 07:22:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Help identifying a small tree?

In-Reply-To: <FB6F5967-C0B4-424C-98F5-F30C67C0D635@uiuc.edu>

References: <FB6F5967-C0B4-424C-98F5-F30C67C0D635@uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <1245.66.158.169.111.1211370944.squirrel@secure.tsg-inc.com>

Jason,

It is hard to tell from my end (computer screen not the best) but I would

start by looking at Euonymus latifolia and then possibly Euonymus

americana.  That may lead you to the right species and variety.  Have fun.

Daniel J. Olson

> Hi all,

> In planning what new bird-friendly plants to add to my backyard, I'm

> trying to ID some of what's already there.  I'm hoping someone can

> help me identify this small-tree/large-shrub that I have.  It's about

> 8-10 feet tall, and it bore red berries in the Fall (maybe even into

> Winter, I don't recall).  At least once I saw a pair of cardinals

> eating the berries.  I unfortunately don't remember at all whether the

> leaves changed colors or not.

>

> But here is a photo of the tree in the winter (early December), and a

> photo of the leaves on the tree from today, with some tiny little

> flower-looking things:

>

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/TreeBackyardRightsideDec07.jpg

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/TreeBackyardRightsideLeavesMay08.jpg

>

> If anyone has any ideas, please let me know!  I've been looking

> through books I got from the Urbana Free Library, but haven't figured

> this one out yet.

> thanks,

> ~jason

>

>

> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

> Jason R. Finley

> Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

> Cognitive Division

> University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

>

> 603 East Daniel Street

> Champaign, IL 61820

>

> cell: 949-433-4216

> jrfinley@uiuc.edu

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/

> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

Daniel J. Olson

Director of Natural Resources

Champaign County Forest Preserve District

P.O. Box 1040

Mahomet, IL  61853

Phone - (217) 586-4389

Fax - (217) 586-6852

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed May 21 09:08:38 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed May 21 09:09:52 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-breasted nuthatch

In-Reply-To: <500678.82290.qm@web65712.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <45713.35070.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Red-breasted Nuthatches are still being sighted in southern Illinois and southern Indiana, so it's not surprising they'd still be hanging around in Urbana.

Bernie Sloan

--- On Tue, 5/20/08, Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com> wrote:

> From: Roger Digges <birder1949@yahoo.com>

> Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-breasted nuthatch

> To: "Birdnotes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Date: Tuesday, May 20, 2008, 8:51 AM

> Just curious as to what the latest departure dates are for

> Red-breasted Nuthatches.  I had two at my feeders this

> morning (Tuesday the 20th).  I also had a White-throated

> Sparrow in the yard yesterday.

>    

>   Roger

> Digges_______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed May 21 09:33:26 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed May 21 09:33:46 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Help identifying a small tree?

Message-ID: <81162.71161.qm@web57106.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Or possibly Euonymus alatus?

It's an invasive species, e.g.:

http://tncweeds.ucdavis.edu/alert/alrteuon.html

Bernie Sloan

--- On Wed, 5/21/08, Daniel J. Olson <dolson@ccfpd.org> wrote:

> From: Daniel J. Olson <dolson@ccfpd.org>

> Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Help identifying a small tree?

> To: "Jason R. Finley" <jrfinley@uiuc.edu>

> Cc: "Birdnotes Notes" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Date: Wednesday, May 21, 2008, 6:55 AM

> Jason,

> 

> It is hard to tell from my end (computer screen not the

> best) but I would

> start by looking at Euonymus latifolia and then possibly

> Euonymus

> americana.  That may lead you to the right species and

> variety.  Have fun.

> 

> Daniel J. Olson

> 

> 

> > Hi all,

> > In planning what new bird-friendly plants to add to my

> backyard, I'm

> > trying to ID some of what's already there. 

> I'm hoping someone can

> > help me identify this small-tree/large-shrub that I

> have.  It's about

> > 8-10 feet tall, and it bore red berries in the Fall

> (maybe even into

> > Winter, I don't recall).  At least once I saw a

> pair of cardinals

> > eating the berries.  I unfortunately don't

> remember at all whether the

> > leaves changed colors or not.

> >

> > But here is a photo of the tree in the winter (early

> December), and a

> > photo of the leaves on the tree from today, with some

> tiny little

> > flower-looking things:

> >

> >

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/TreeBackyardRightsideDec07.jpg

> >

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/TreeBackyardRightsideLeavesMay08.jpg

> >

> > If anyone has any ideas, please let me know!  I've

> been looking

> > through books I got from the Urbana Free Library, but

> haven't figured

> > this one out yet.

> > thanks,

> > ~jason

> >

> >

> > ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

> > Jason R. Finley

> > Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

> > Cognitive Division

> > University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

> >

> > 603 East Daniel Street

> > Champaign, IL 61820

> >

> > cell: 949-433-4216

> > jrfinley@uiuc.edu

> > http://www.jasonfinley.com/

> > ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

> >

> >

> > _______________________________________________

> > Birdnotes mailing list

> > Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> > https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> >

> 

> 

> Daniel J. Olson

> Director of Natural Resources

> Champaign County Forest Preserve District

> P.O. Box 1040

> Mahomet, IL  61853

> Phone - (217) 586-4389

> Fax - (217) 586-6852

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed May 21 10:37:51 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed May 21 10:44:55 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park, 5/20 - Chickadee, Nighthawks,


Bluebirds, etc.

Message-ID: <519293.15815.qm@web57106.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I went to Meadowbrook Park yesterday around 3PM. Thought it would be sort of a quiet time of day, but it was pretty active - 51 species, with three first-of-year (FOY) birds.

Several high points:

* Quite a few American Redstarts (FOY for me). Interestingly, they were all females.

* Heard a couple of Eastern Wood Pewees (also FOY).

* Heard a Magnolia Warbler (another FOY).

* An Eastern Meadowlark sang a couple of times somewhere on the old part of the prairie (west of the "peninsula").

* Heard 2 or 3 Common Nighthawks pass overhead, going from southeast to nortwest.

* Watched a Chickadee in the trees along the creek near the rabbit statue. That's only about the 4th or 5th time I've seen one in Meadowbrook, almost all in this same spot. Not sure if it was Carolina or Black-capped.

* Watched a Ruby-throated Hummingbird for about five minutes. He was flycatching by some blooming honeysuckle. He looked pretty dark, but every now and then he would turn so that the sunlight hit his red throat at just the right angle. It was like someone turned on a bright red light!

* Watched a Rough-legged Hawk being harrassed by blackbirds over the fields west of Forestry.

* Heard 2-3 Eastern Bluebirds sing somewhere on the old part of the prairie (west of the "peninsula").

The list:

Turkey Vulture - 1

Red-tailed Hawk - 1

Coopers Hawk - 1

Rough-legged Hawk - 1

Great Blue Heron - 1 (flyover)

Killdeer - several

Ring-necked Pheasant - several

Common Nighthawk - 2-3

Eastern Meadowlark - 1

Ruby-throated Hummingbird - 1

Northern Flicker - 1

Downy Woodpecker - 1

Red-bellied Woodpecker - 2

White-breasted Nuthatch - 1

Chickadee - 1, not sure which species

Blue Jay - several

Northern Cardinal - quite a few

Baltimore Oriole - several, heard

Carolina Wren - 3

House Wren - 2

Blue Gray Gnatcatcher - 1

Chimney Swift - several

Tree Swallow - a few

Gray Catbird - 2

Brown Thrasher - 1

Eastern Phoebe - 4

Eastern Kingbird - 1

Eastern Wood Pewee - 2, FOY

Eastern Bluebird - 2-3

American Robin - many

Wood Thrush - 1

Field Sparrow - 1-2

Song Sparrow - quite a few

White-crowned Sparrow - 1

Indigo Bunting - 1

Eastern Towhee - 1

American Goldfinch - quite a few

House Finch - 3

House Sparrow - 10

Red-eyed Vireo - 2

White-eyed Vireo - 1

American Redstart - several, FOY

Tennessee Warbler - 2

Magnolia Warbler - 1, FOY

Common yellowthroat - 5-6

Mourning Dove - 8

American Crow - 4

European Starling - 15

Common Grackle - 8-10

Red-winged Blackbird - quite a few

Brown-headed Cowbird - 2

Bernie Sloan

From grillo at uiuc.edu  Wed May 21 21:06:28 2008

From: grillo at uiuc.edu (Holger Braun)

Date: Wed May 21 21:06:37 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] South Farm (this evening), Curtis Rd. (yesterday)

Message-ID: <20080521210628.BLE41060@expms4.cites.uiuc.edu>

Flooded area close to Lincoln Ave., behind barns (Wednesday evening):

a few Solitary and Spotted Sandpipers

Swine Ponds (Wednesday evening):

Wood Duck with eight Wood Ducklings, Sora, a few Solitary and Spotted Sandpipers, small group of Lesser Sandpipers, Wilson's Warbler and Palm Warbler, Common Yellowthroat

Curtis Rd. (Tuesday evening):

2 Black-bellied Plovers and several Semipalmated Plovers, several Lesser Yellowlegs, Solitary, Spotted, Semipalmated and Least Sandpipers, Dunlins, 2 Black Terns, Purple Martins

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Wed May 21 22:18:26 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Wed May 21 22:19:02 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook bluebirds

Message-ID: <052220080318.5987.4834E6020004F29D0000176322007621949D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

After several years of fatal mishaps followed by several years of no attempts, I was excited that  bluebirds had finally returned and laid eggs in two boxes at Meadowbrook. This morning the eggs from one of the boxes were laying broken on the ground thanks to the territorial nature of the House Wren. Luckily the second box has nestlings which have somehow made it through the recent bad weather. They still have about 10 days to go. 

There were 5 Eastern Kingbirds at the west end of Walker Grove all sitting on yellow rods. They looked like "birds on a stick." They were flying out from the rods low over the grass and returning. Saw a pair of Blue-gray Gnatcatchers starting to build a nest. It was high in a tree and I could hardly see it...hope the cowbirds don't notice it.

Charlene Anchor    

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080522/f06838de/attachment.htm

From lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com  Thu May 22 21:14:49 2008

From: lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com (Linda Case)

Date: Thu May 22 21:15:03 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Great Egret in North West Mahomet

In-Reply-To: <20080521210628.BLE41060@expms4.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <00a901c8bc7a$c7b0bda0$6501a8c0@vegan2>

Greetings Birders,

I was driving home from an evening walk on the preserve and saw a very

large, white, heron/egret type bird flying just south of our house. I slowed

down and was able to watch the bird with my binocs while following him

slowly as he flew north, parallel to our road (Note: Do not try this at

home.....).  

The bird seemed larger than a Great Blue Heron and all white.  The bird

disappeared over our trees south of our house, and I think he may have

landed in one of our trees, but when I parked and walked around our land, I

could not find him (it was close to dark by then).  

I used my Thayers to ID the bird and am almost positive it was a Great Egret

- a first for me to see!  What a beautiful bird!

Best, 

Linda Case

Linda Case

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

(217) 586-4864

www.autumngoldconsulting.com

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Holger Braun

Sent: Wednesday, May 21, 2008 9:06 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] South Farm (this evening), Curtis Rd. (yesterday)

Flooded area close to Lincoln Ave., behind barns (Wednesday evening):

a few Solitary and Spotted Sandpipers

Swine Ponds (Wednesday evening):

Wood Duck with eight Wood Ducklings, Sora, a few Solitary and Spotted

Sandpipers, small group of Lesser Sandpipers, Wilson's Warbler and Palm

Warbler, Common Yellowthroat

Curtis Rd. (Tuesday evening):

2 Black-bellied Plovers and several Semipalmated Plovers, several Lesser

Yellowlegs, Solitary, Spotted, Semipalmated and Least Sandpipers, Dunlins, 2

Black Terns, Purple Martins

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From derekliebert at yahoo.com  Thu May 22 21:57:55 2008

From: derekliebert at yahoo.com (Derek Liebert)

Date: Thu May 22 21:58:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Help identifying a small tree?

Message-ID: <738523.34072.qm@web35302.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Hi Jason,

Not sure if anyone else has weighed in but I think Dan's probably right that you have a Euonymus species.? 

Another possibility is common burning bush, Euonymus alatus, perhaps even a cultivar.? The flowers look similar:? http://www.delawarewildflowers.org/euonymus_alata.jpg

Have you noticed red leaf color in the fall?

Derek

----- Original Message ----

From: Daniel J. Olson <dolson@ccfpd.org>

To: Jason R. Finley <jrfinley@uiuc.edu>

Cc: Birdnotes Notes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

Sent: Wednesday, May 21, 2008 6:55:44 AM

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Help identifying a small tree?

Jason,

It is hard to tell from my end (computer screen not the best) but I would

start by looking at Euonymus latifolia and then possibly Euonymus

americana.? That may lead you to the right species and variety.? Have fun.

Daniel J. Olson

> Hi all,

> In planning what new bird-friendly plants to add to my backyard, I'm

> trying to ID some of what's already there.? I'm hoping someone can

> help me identify this small-tree/large-shrub that I have.? It's about

> 8-10 feet tall, and it bore red berries in the Fall (maybe even into

> Winter, I don't recall).? At least once I saw a pair of cardinals

> eating the berries.? I unfortunately don't remember at all whether the

> leaves changed colors or not.

>

> But here is a photo of the tree in the winter (early December), and a

> photo of the leaves on the tree from today, with some tiny little

> flower-looking things:

>

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/TreeBackyardRightsideDec07.jpg

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/TreeBackyardRightsideLeavesMay08.jpg

>

> If anyone has any ideas, please let me know!? I've been looking

> through books I got from the Urbana Free Library, but haven't figured

> this one out yet.

> thanks,

> ~jason

>

>

> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

> Jason R. Finley

> Graduate Student, Department of Psychology

> Cognitive Division

> University of Illinois, Urbana-Champaign

>

> 603 East Daniel Street

> Champaign, IL 61820

>

> cell: 949-433-4216

> jrfinley@uiuc.edu

> http://www.jasonfinley.com/

> ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

Daniel J. Olson

Director of Natural Resources

Champaign County Forest Preserve District

P.O. Box 1040

Mahomet, IL? 61853

Phone - (217) 586-4389

Fax - (217) 586-6852

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Fri May 23 09:00:51 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Fri May 23 09:03:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Naperville trip

In-Reply-To: <00a901c8bc7a$c7b0bda0$6501a8c0@vegan2>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90237@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I was up at Naperville speaking at a middle school Thursday...

Herons all over... Many Great Blue, a Great Egret, a pair of Green

Herons flying over a strip mall.  All of the birds right in town along

I59.

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Fri May 23 11:53:44 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Fri May 23 11:55:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] some warblers still here

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080523115142.02014b18@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Spring migration is not over yet-- this morning I had Tennessee, Magnolia, 

and Blackpoll warblers in my yard.  With luck, we will see some on 

tomorrow's field trip!  (Lake of the Woods.)



--Helen Parker

From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Fri May 23 12:12:59 2008

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Fri May 23 12:14:03 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] yard birds etc

Message-ID: <20080523121259.BGB04564@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Yesterday was another great spring day of birding. I should have been here at the computer tallying our Spring Bird Count numbers to submit. However I went to check out the Staley Road area first. Lots of Dunlin, some semi-palmated plover and semi-palmated sandpipers. I was a little concerned about parking too long in the construction zone so I probably missed any mor subtle species, but was happy with what I saw.

In late afternoon I did work on that bird data in the yard and was diverted by a good show of warblers in my flowering wild cherry. I had Tenessee, Nashville, Magnolia, Redstart, Wilson's and a Yellowthroat. Most delightful was a Canada Warbler which came down to the ground. I think he was looking for insects in my newly mowed lawn. He apparently found John and I intriguing, because he came within 8 feet of our lawn chairs. Also in the cherry were about a dozen Cedar Waxwings. Out and about the yard were Baltimore Oriole, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, and a Summer Tanager in addition to the usual visitors. House wrens are filling our wren house with sticks. Cardinals are feeding a fledgling. Tuesday I had a gang of flycatchers, Least, Great Crested, and a really friendly Yellow-bellied who was calling. Today I still have warblers plus a variety of thrushes- Veery, and Wood. I have submitted our Count data with our total of 154 species for Champaign County.

Beth Chato

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat May 24 11:56:16 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat May 24 11:56:25 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] News-Gazette article about Bob Vaiden's yard

Message-ID: <616893.77036.qm@web57105.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Bob Vaiden regularly posts reports to Birdnotes about birds seen in his Urbana yard.

Now his yard is the subject of an article in today's News-Gazette!

http://tinyurl.com/6klvxa

Bernie Sloan

From grillo at uiuc.edu  Sat May 24 20:15:28 2008

From: grillo at uiuc.edu (Holger Braun)

Date: Sat May 24 20:39:11 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Curtis Rd. shorebirds

Message-ID: <20080524201528.BLG74710@expms4.cites.uiuc.edu>

Sunday around 6 p.m.

Killdeers

Greater Yellowlegs (1)

Lesser Yellowlegs (at least 3-4)

Willet (1)

Spotted Sandpiper (1)

Dunlin (around 25)

Pectoral Sandpiper (at least 10)

Least Sandpiper (5)

Sorry about the typo in my last report ("Lesser" instead of Least Sandpiper,

Holger Braun

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat May 24 21:34:53 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat May 24 21:36:33 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Olympic Peninsula

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E2F@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I just returned from a week of birding with my father on the Olympic Peninsula in Washington.  I've posted a few photos on my web site -- please take a look if you're interested:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Olympic%20Peninsula.html

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun May 25 20:10:11 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun May 25 20:15:14 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Curtis Rd. shorebirds

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E34@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I checked out the Curtis Road shorebird spot around 5:30pm this afternoon and had 10 species of shorebird in this small area:

Black-bellied Plover (1)

Golden Plover  (1)

Semipalmated Plover (18)

Killdeer (10)

Semipalmated Sandpiper (2)

Least Sandpiper (8)

Willett (1)

Lesser Yellowlegs (1)

Dunlin (12)

Spotted Sandpiper (2)

It was necessary to have a scope to view most of these birds.  The Willett, Dunlin and most of the plovers were in the flooded field furthest to the West on the North side of Curtis Road.

Greg Lambeth

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sun May 25 21:18:29 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sun May 25 21:18:57 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] What I saw on Curtis Rd.

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080525211528.01ff0a38@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

I drove out Curtis Rd. in search of shorebirds a little while ago.  I saw 

none of the birds mentioned in Holger Braun's post of 5/24 but I did see a 

pair of Wilson's phalaropes, west of the new interchange with I 57.



--Helen Parker

P.S. Birdnotes evidently does not recognize the word "phalaropes", since it 

bounced this post with that as the subject line.  It's probably late to 

repost this since the birds will probably be gone tomorrow, but--I tried.


--Helen P.

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Mon May 26 09:36:34 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Mon May 26 10:07:27 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook wood thrush

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080526093328.01e25b48@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

A wood thrush was singing along the stream at Meadowbrook this morning, as 

was a pewee.  I guess the stream corridor can now be considered to be woodland.



--Helen Parker

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Mon May 26 12:35:34 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Mon May 26 12:39:29 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Major Fallout Overnight

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882E120B9E3B@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

There was a major fallout overnight with astounding numbers of Empid flycatchers, Connecticut Warblers and Mourning Warblers.  I birded Busey Woods and Crystal Lake Park from 7:00am to 11:30am and had a total of 11 CONNECTICUT WARBLERS and 13 MOURNING WARBLERS.  I've posted a low quality image of one of the Connecticuts on my web site:  http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Rarities.html.  These numbers include a Connecticut and a Mourning I had in my yard on Delaware Avenue when I returned home!!!

The Empids were just amazing and the total for the morning was well over 100 birds.  I had 9 Yellow-bellied Flycatchers, 3 Acadian Flycatchers, 2 Least Flycatchers and nearly all of the remaining were likely in the Trail's complex.  The powerline trail in Busey Woods was just crawling with Empids and I also had 2 Connecticuts and 3 Mournings here.  I had an Olive-sided Flycatcher in Crystal Lake Park.

It was also an amazing day for Canada Warblers and I wound up with a total of 23 of these birds.  There was a huge push of Red-eyed Vireos as well and I had at least 40 of these birds -- there were 3 flocks of 10+ birds at various points.  There were 25 Wilson's Warblers.

Here's the vireo list:  Red-eyed (45), Yellow-throated (2), Blue-headed (1), Philadelphia (8) and Warbling (3).

Here's the warbler list:

Tennessee (15)

Nashville (5)

Parula (3)

Blackburnian (2)

Chestnut-sided (8)

Bay-breasted (1)

Magnolia (15)

Yellow-throated (1)

Blackpoll (2)

Yellow (2)

Mourning (13)

Connecticut (11)

Canada (23)

Wilson's (25)

Ovenbird (6)

Northern Waterthrush (2)

Common Yellowthroat (10)

American Redstart (15)

Greg Lambeth

From grillo at uiuc.edu  Mon May 26 19:16:19 2008

From: grillo at uiuc.edu (Holger Braun)

Date: Mon May 26 19:16:30 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Curtis Rd. shorebirds

Message-ID: <20080526191619.BLH67932@expms4.cites.uiuc.edu>

Monday 5-6 p.m.

American Golden Plover (1)

Semipalmated Plover (about 10)

Killdeer

Greater Yellowlegs (2)

Lesser Yellowlegs (1)

Willet (1)

Dunlin (at least 10)

White-rumped Sandpiper (1)

Semipalmated Sandpiper (20-25)

Least Sandpiper (about 3)

And a few more south of Curtis which were too far away. Otherwise seen all well enough with binoculars (but had to wait at least 20 min. for the White-rumped to fly a little bit, to confirm the ID).

Sunday on the South farm area I saw only Killdeers and a Spotted Sandpiper (at the Swine Ponds).

Hope I got all bird names and weekdays correct this time,

Holger Braun

From ryetimothy at gmail.com  Wed May 28 08:38:44 2008

From: ryetimothy at gmail.com (Timothy Rye)

Date: Wed May 28 08:39:22 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods A.M.

Message-ID: <79646f810805280638u335b70a0q640b79b0a55d33d@mail.gmail.com>

Leslie and I took a quick walk through Busey Woods this morning.

Although we didn't see any Mourning or Connecticut Warblers, we did

have a few highlights.

Barred owl

Common Yellowthroat Warbler

Wilson's Warbler

American Redstart

Black and White Warbler

Eastern Wood Pewee

Indigo bunting

Red-eyed Vireo

Tim Rye

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Thu May 29 09:47:05 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Thu May 29 09:47:17 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Western Tanager in Mahomet

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080529094229.003bdc90@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

A western tanager was at the home of Dan and Mary Alexander  in the 

Briarcliff subdivision of Mahomet yesterday.  ( I thought Beth was going to 

post this which is why it didn't get posted yesterday afternoon)  The bird 

has apparently been there for a couple of days, coming to feeders.  There 

is no doubt whatsoever about the identification--Mary has excellent photos, 

I got so-so ones and both Beth and I, who have seen the species in the 

west, saw it clearly.



--Helen Parker

