From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Oct  1 08:18:27 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Oct  1 08:18:37 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main backyard

In-Reply-To: <200710010222.l912MkbW032301@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688F5@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

I just gotta' learn my Warblers better!

'Had a warbler infestation this weekend...Redstart, Black-Throated

Greens, Magnolias all over the place ...and several other species I just

couldn't identify :(  Much of the time there were too many to look at...

Hawks were soaring over the backyard Sunday afternoon late...all Red

Tails.  At one point, a hawk floated almost motionless into the south

wind for several minutes, while another flew low over the trees.

Jays, Flickers (where have they been?), Carolina Wren, etc...didn't see

the Catbird...has it left? 

1 Hummer still around.

Still a few Monarchs floating over the yard.  Also Red Admirals.

Bob Vaiden

From roy2 at uiuc.edu  Mon Oct  1 11:14:14 2007

From: roy2 at uiuc.edu (Roy, Jacqueline)

Date: Mon Oct  1 11:14:19 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-Breasted Nuthatch

Message-ID: <DE3849CBD8C92F41940A69FB8FB1DE81010CAB2D@EXCHANGE.extension.uiuc.edu>

I, too, spotted a Red-breasted Nuthatch at my back yard feeder last week

for a couple of days. If they've been in my yard before, I hadn't

noticed them and am delighted to have been able to see and identify this

one. In addition, the hummingbirds are still active, though I'm down

from the 6 or 7 I saw simultaneously a couple of weeks ago to seeing

only two or three several times each day. 

Do the numbers of American Kestrels seem to be down this year? I've seen

very few of them and wondered if West Nile had taken a toll on them.

Jackie Roy

-------------- next part --------------
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Mon Oct  1 13:45:24 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Mon Oct  1 13:45:30 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-Breasted Nuthatch

In-Reply-To: <DE3849CBD8C92F41940A69FB8FB1DE81010CAB2D@EXCHANGE.extension.uiuc.edu>

References: <DE3849CBD8C92F41940A69FB8FB1DE81010CAB2D@EXCHANGE.extension.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <f572a834e762.4700f9f4@insightbb.com>

I had a Red-breasted Nuthatch at my peanut feeder through out the day yesterday. A first for my back yard.  At one point the Downy was on one side and the Nuthatch was on the opposite. Right now the feeder is covered with House Sparrows and the Nuthatch is sitting nearby waiting. Had 3 Hummingbirds in yard yesterday.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "Roy, Jacqueline" <roy2@uiuc.edu>

Date: Monday, October 1, 2007 11:14

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-Breasted Nuthatch

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> I, too, spotted a Red-breasted Nuthatch at my back yard feeder 

> last week

> for a couple of days. If they've been in my yard before, I hadn't

> noticed them and am delighted to have been able to see and 

> identify this

> one. In addition, the hummingbirds are still active, though I'm down

> from the 6 or 7 I saw simultaneously a couple of weeks ago to seeing

> only two or three several times each day. 

> 

> Do the numbers of American Kestrels seem to be down this year? 

> I've seen

> very few of them and wondered if West Nile had taken a toll on them.

> 

> Jackie Roy

> 

>  

> 

>  

> 

> 
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Mon Oct  1 14:43:59 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Mon Oct  1 14:44:02 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook - Fri. 9/28

Message-ID: <f5bbd3b49c95.470107af@insightbb.com>

Since it's already 10/01 and I never managed to get Friday's trip posted I didn't know if I should. But since the RB-NUTHATCH was brought up I decided to.

I heard two RB-Nuthatches Friday, one just south of Prairie Play bridge and another along the south border. When I got to the Rabbit Bridge I saw one.  It would appear that there were 3 around if one of the previous didn't arrive at the Rabbit Bridge before me.

Elsewhere south of the Prairie Play bridge along the creek, especially in the dense brushy areas, were a nice assortment of birds:

American Goldfinch

American Crow

American Robin

Blue Jay

Mourning Dove

House Finch

Yellow-rumped Warbler

Black-throated Green Warbler

Bay-breasted Warbler

Magnolia Warbler

Red-breasted Nuthatch (heard)

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Gray Catbird

Northern Cardinal

Nashville Warbler

Blue-headed Vireo

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Tennessee Warbler

Ovenbird

Red-eyed Vireo

Pheasant

Red-winged Blackbird.....I really enjoyed these. 5 young males landed in the top of a cottonwood along the creek and were trying to sing - kind of sqweaky - but hadn't heard red-wings in a long time.

After reaching the wooden fence things were quieter. Finished the rest of the walk hurriedly but added a couple more:

Northern Flicker

American Redstart

Wood Duck - 4 males flying over from Yankee Ridge

Eastern Bluebird

Common Grackle

Red-bellied Woodpecker

White-throated Sparrow

Cooper's Hawk

Starlings

and House Sparrows

The Tennessee Warblers were interesting. South of  Prairie Play and then again just before reaching the "peninsula" area I saw them up close in honeysuckle. They all were probing between and around the clumps of berries meticulously. Afterwards I checked the honeysuckle and they were filled with white aphids, or at least small white insects.

I'm sure others were around as I could see movement and could also hear what I thought were contact-type calls

Charlene Anchor
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Oct  1 20:11:54 2007

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Oct  1 20:11:59 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-Breasted Nuthatch

In-Reply-To: <DE3849CBD8C92F41940A69FB8FB1DE81010CAB2D@EXCHANGE.extension.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <204263.5773.qm@web60112.mail.yahoo.com>

I haven't been tallying kestrels, but I haven't noticed their numbers being down.  I'll be interested in running the winter raptor count route to see if there are any changes.

Roger Digges

"Roy, Jacqueline" <roy2@uiuc.edu> wrote:         st1\:*{behavior:url(#default#ieooui) }           I, too, spotted a Red-breasted Nuthatch at my back yard feeder last week for a couple of days. If they?ve been in my yard before, I hadn?t noticed them and am delighted to have been able to see and identify this one. In addition, the hummingbirds are still active, though I?m down from the 6 or 7 I saw simultaneously a couple of weeks ago to seeing only two or three several times each day. 

  Do the numbers of American Kestrels seem to be down this year? I?ve seen very few of them and wondered if West Nile had taken a toll on them.

  Jackie Roy

  _______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Got a little couch potato? 

Check out fun summer activities for kids.
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From roper37 at gmail.com  Tue Oct  2 00:51:18 2007

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Tue Oct  2 00:51:22 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Birdnotes: Nocturnal migration & Black-throated Blue


Warbler

In-Reply-To: <5.1.0.14.2.20070928141611.02bf7590@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

References: <5.1.0.14.2.20070928141611.02bf7590@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <9b7905150710012251q28dbf34en1ea75defefb635d3@mail.gmail.com>

Speaking of black-throated blue warblers, Suzy and I had one in the

yard on the 29th. This is the exact same date as the one we had last

fall.

Sarah Roper

Urbana, IL

On 9/28/07, Steve Bailey <sdbailey@inhs.uiuc.edu> wrote:

> At least a few of you may already be aware of this paper but I thought that

> I would post about it for some of you that are really interested in this

> kind of thing.  Although I guess you would consider it a "scientific"

> paper, it is none-the-less very interesting reading and I am sure will be a

> paper that some will want to save.  This article can be found on the

> Searchable Ornithological Research Archive (SORA) on the web at (

> http://elibrary.unm.edu/sora/ ).  The article was published in the Wilson

> Bulletin, so that is where you will want to click on once you have found

> SORA on your web browser.  The article is called "Nocturnal migration in

> Illinois - Different points of view", and can be found in Vol. 80, Issue #

> 1, pp. 36-71, from 1968.  Although a little dated, most of the info in the

> article I would imagine still holds true for today, as the birds themselves

> don't change their habits too much.  It is also a long article but well

> worth the read.  Since the article was written by Dr. Richard Graber who

> used to be one of the ornithologists here at the Illinois Natural History

> Survey, I find it particularly interesting, as much of what he talks about

> involves birds that were flying right over our area here in central

> Illinois.  Dr. Graber is also considered THE pioneer of bird radar study

> involving migrating birds, and the relatively recently released (2002) CD,

> "Flight calls of migratory birds" by William R. Evans and Michael O'Brien,

> two of todays top experts in the area of calls of night migrants, dedicated

> their CD to Dr. Graber.  Dr. Graber had a few other published papers on the

> subject including another exceptionally interesting one that appeared in

> National Audubon Magazine entitled "Night flight with a thrush", in the

> Nov.-Dec. 1965 issue of the magazine (Vol. 67 (6):  pp 368-374).  Dr.

> Graber actually banded and attached a radio transmitter to a Swainson's (or

> Gray-cheeked?) Thrush, then anticipated it's departure (I think by weather

> cues), then took off in a small plane here in Champaign, and followed the

> bird (even loosing it once!) until it disappeared out over Lake Michigan!

>        By the way, I heard virtually no migrants flying over my workplace in

> Champaign and my home in Rantoul on Wed. evening, and only heard just a few

> Catharus thrush calls last night outside my apt. in Rantoul.

>        Speaking of migrants, there have been a few birds of interest right

> outside my office here at the U of I Research Park in

> Champaign.  Yesterday, a worker driving a machine around the building

> unfortunately scared several migrants into flying into the building's many

> large windows.  Many of these birds die here each year here by flying into

> the windows after alighting in the many trees and shrubs that have been

> planted around the buildings.  The birds either see the reflections of the

> planted trees and try to fly "into" them, or see the small shrubs and other

> plants that people have next to their windows, inside of their offices, and

> try to fly and land in them.  Yesterday, a YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER died

> this way, and an AMERICAN REDSTART and another couple of warblers hit the

> windows, but luckily did not die.  I also saw two migrant BROWN THRASHERS

> flying between shrubs in the area just outside the building as well,

> indicating that they are migrating now as well.  Today, a colleague of

> mine  found a dead Tennessee and Magnolia Warbler here at INHS, but another

> colleague told me about a female BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER that she had

> just seen next to the building next door.  I and others went to see it, and

> it was still there for some time afterward.  It was actually low to the

> ground in a rhododendron shrub (where they like to nest in the Appalachian

> Mountains!), and then in a small tree next to it.  I saw it catch several

> large flying insects that were common in the area while I was there, and

> even watched it preening for a couple of minutes.  Another colleague of

> mine got several good pictures of the bird.

>

>

> Steve Bailey

> Rantoul

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

From dktor1977 at yahoo.com  Wed Oct  3 18:33:02 2007

From: dktor1977 at yahoo.com (Daniel Toronto)

Date: Wed Oct  3 18:33:04 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] IL Lifers (No sightings)

Message-ID: <B0AE86B177CA493495087ADC62F62961@DanielPC>

Illinois birders,

Since I'm now a Michigander again, I'll shortly be removing myself from Birdnotes. Thought it might be of some interest to post my Illinois life birds from my 3 years living in the state:

Gallinule, Purple                        4/23/05 - Homer, IL

Plover, American Golden           4/24/05 - Champaign Co, IL

Phalarope, Wilson's                   4/30/05 - Champaign Co, IL

Thrush, Grey-cheeked                5/15/05 - CLP, Urbana, IL

Owl, Long-eared                        1/8/06 - Forestry, Urbana, IL

Goshawk, Northern                    1/14/06 - Urbana, IL

Grosbeak, Blue                         5/7/06 - Moorman Swine Rsrch, Urbana, IL

Dickcissel                                 5/28/06 - Middle Fork FP, IL

Sparrow, Henslow's                   8/12/06 - Kennekuk Park, Danville, IL

Sandpiper, Stilt                         8/19/06 - Rantoul Sewer Plant, IL

Goose, Cackling                       11/11/06 - Le Salle County, IL

Goose, Ross's                          11/11/06 - Le Salle County, IL

Prairie-chicken, Greater              3/14/07 - IDNR Preserve, Newton, IL

Having lived in the Midwest my whole life and having come to Illinois with a life list of over four hundred, 13 lifers were more than I expected. I was able to knock off a few on my mental "hit list" as well. Purple Gallinule was quite a way to start and Greater Prairie-chicken was quite a way to go out. I also had a few nice-to-see-you-agains; I hadn't seen the Upland Sandpiper in years. Plus, I learned a lot from this wonderful birding community; I think I now have a decent shot at differentiating between Carolina and Black-capped Chickadee.

Anyway, thanks for the fun and the birds.

Dan Toronto
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Wed Oct  3 20:00:48 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Wed Oct  3 20:01:04 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers

Message-ID: <f6b0880713938.4703f4f0@insightbb.com>

This afternoon I was surprised to see 5 JUVENILE YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKERS in an old monster Siberian Elm tree out the back door where I was working. Last week I had noticed 1 or 2 but didn't pay any special attention. The old elm has some broken and dead limbs and some rotten areas. The tree isn't in very good condition. The sapsuckers varied between chasing each other away when they got close, to tolerating closeness. At one point I could see 3 at once fairly close together foraging on the trunks. Sometimes some would fly off to another tree and shortly return to the elm.  Anyway, I've never seen that many sapsuckers together at one time. This was in Urbana near downtown.

Charlene Anchor
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From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Wed Oct  3 20:11:33 2007

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Wed Oct  3 20:11:47 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Ruddy Ducks

Message-ID: <bd8.1d389b25.343597c5@aol.com>

Today while at Kickapoo State Park (Sportsman Pond). There was  7 Ruddy Ducks 

on the pond. 

                              1 male

                               6 females

                                                            Bud  Lewsader

************************************** See what's new at http://www.aol.com
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Wed Oct  3 20:17:34 2007

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Wed Oct  3 20:17:35 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] loon at Riverbend

Message-ID: <20071003201734.AWT37988@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

   Riverbend preserve often has surprises. I went out today to scout for Saturday's field trip. As I worked my way towards the back end, I had a variety of warblers and sparrows and heard a barrred owl. As I finally reached the overlook for Shadow Lake, I spotted three ducks on the far shore. While I puzzled over them I reallized that there was a large white bird in the middle of the lake. When it righted itself I reallized it was a preening loon which had been showing only its underside. I had not brought my scope, as this lake is a good half hour's hike from the parking lot. I'm not sure about the ducks, probably green-winged teal. Saturday I will lug the scope.

   Do join us for the Riverbend trip on Saturday, October 6. Meet at 7:30 am at Anita Purves Nature Center; or if it is closer, at the Riverbend main parking lot about 8.

  People have asked about red-breasted nuthatch numbers. I checked my Champaign County Christmas Bird Count data base. We have records going back 65 years. Of those years we have recorded Red-breasted Nuthatches in 36 (White-breasted in 61). Years in which we saw more than 10 were 23/05, 17/97, 22/95, 14/78. Don't know if that adds anything, but I had fun looking. 

Beth Chato

From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Thu Oct  4 09:24:00 2007

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Thu Oct  4 09:24:04 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Brown creeper etc. Mt. Hope Cemetery

Message-ID: <963b67030710040724g2e0e6c95v84d847c050ce05d3@mail.gmail.com>

I made a quick pass through Mt. Hope Cemetery this morning and saw my

first brown creeper of the season. Not much else, but I did just pass

through. There are still a number of red-breasted nuthatches there.

Yesterday (also at the cemetery) I came across 5-6 black-throated

green warblers, with 10 or so yellow-rumped warblers around as well.

There was a kestrel in the cemetery yesterday, too. In response to

Jackie's question from earlier in the week, I haven't been conscious

of seeing fewer of them this year. A pair did nest again on the side

of Temple Hoyne Buell Hall, but I don't know whether they were

successful or not.

-- 

Rob Kanter

rkanter@uiuc.edu

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Fri Oct  5 06:48:18 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Fri Oct  5 06:51:24 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Hummingbirds

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882B8695F4C6@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

If anyone has a hummingbird coming to their feeders from here on out, please check it out carefully to make sure it is a Ruby throat and not something else.  The most likely candidate would be a Rufous/Allen's, but other species are also possible.  This is the time of year when unusual hummingbirds are often spotted in the Midwest and East so it's definitely worth a few extra minutes looking over field marks of any hummingbirds still around.

Thanks,

Greg Lambeth

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Fri Oct  5 16:51:26 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Fri Oct  5 16:51:22 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Reminder: Sunday's walk starts at Lake House this week

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20071005164722.07b3c638@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

This Sunday, Oct.7, the Sunday a.m. bird walk will begin at the Lake House 

in Crystal Lake Park, as Greg Lambeth mentioned earlier. (The idea is to 

catch the early sun.) The following Sunday (10/14) the roads into Crystal 

Lake will be blocked off so it will be back to the Nature Center parking lot.



--Helen Parker

From smithsje at egix.net  Fri Oct  5 21:04:17 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Fri Oct  5 20:10:02 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] black rail

Message-ID: <200710060109.l9619u7F009029@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Fflushed another black rail from in front of the combine today.  I may have seen two or three others, but not good enough to be sure of identity.  Flushed a woodcock from the combine today.  All this is in cornfields.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-10-05

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Oct  7 18:30:39 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Oct  7 18:30:41 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] 18 Species of Shorebirds at Clinton Lake

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882B8695F4C7@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I'm not really sure what possessed me to go out to Clinton Lake on such a hot afternoon (they stopped the Chicago marathon this morning, after all).  I guess, in part, it's because I work this week so this was my chance to check on the mudflats before we finally get a cold front mid-week.  I'm glad I did.  Although it was hot, I was able to view the mudflats on the North end of the lake from shade and there was a breeze most of the time.  The mosquitos that had been there two weeks ago were gone.  But, the shorebirds were still there in some pretty amazing numbers, especially for this time of the year.  There were times when I was glad I had a 32x objective on my scope, especially when viewing birds on the far shoreline.  I switched back and forth with the 20x for clarity and a 20x will allow you to see most of the birds.  I spent about 2 hours siftiing through the shorebirds which is necessary to identify most of the birds out there because thery're spread out over 3/4 of a mile.  They also reshuffled a couple off times which was helpful.  Here's the shorebird list:

American Golden Plover                 125

Black-bellied Plover                          6

Semipalmated Plover                       7

Killdeer                                            400

Greater Yellowlegs                            5

Lesser Yellowlegs                           45

Pectoral Sandpiper                          35

Stilt Sandpiper                                  15

Long-billed Dowitcher                      12

Semipalmated Sandpiper                   8

Least Sandpiper                                 25

Baird's Sandpiper                              1

Solitary Sandpiper                             1

Spotted Sandpiper                             2

Sanderling                                          2

Common Snipe                                  5

Wilson's Phalarope                           1

Dunlin                                                6

The Sanderlings were at Mascoutin's beach, not the mudflats.  The Snipe were elsewhere, too.  Otherwise, it just felt too hot to do much serious birding.  I did have several hundred cormorants, 45 Great Egrets, Osprey, 20 White Pelicans, Green-winged and Blue-winged Teal, Shoveller, Pintail, Gadwall, Widgeon, Mallard and Wood Duck.

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Oct  7 20:46:01 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Oct  7 20:46:06 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk (10/07)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882B8695F4C9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

As everyone knows, the weather had been hot the past several days which means Southerly winds and little incentive for birds to migrate.  The hot weather also means lots of insects so the birds were pretty active this morning.  We had about 15 participants on the bird walk, including 3 boys under the age of 12.  We had a casual walk through Crystal Lake Park and the birders eventually split apart as the weather warmed up and the birds slowed down.  We had a few new migrants (despite the unfavorable weather), including 5 Golden-crowned Kinglets, Brown Creeper and Hermit Thrush.  Other interesting birds included Scarlet Tanager, Yellow-billed Cuckoo, Purple Finch, Blue-headed Vireo and Swainson's Thrush.  We eventually had 11 species of warblers:

Parula              3

Nashville          5

Redstart             1

Black-throated Green       5

Tennessee                   3

Orange-crowned         1

Magnolia                  4

Ovenbird                1

Yellow-rumped         12

Black-n-white           1

Wilson's                  1

Greg Lambeth

From MARNEE115 at aol.com  Sun Oct  7 22:09:27 2007

From: MARNEE115 at aol.com (MARNEE115@aol.com)

Date: Sun Oct  7 22:09:33 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] more harvest flushing

Message-ID: <d2f.136d87ad.343af967@aol.com>

Saturday, combining beans, on the last round -  we flushed 11 pheasants which 

included 3 large males.  Also two  coyotes waiting on the pheasants darted 

out and several rabbits.  We've  never seen a black rail tho.  The coyotes did 

NOT get the pheasants nor the  rabbits.

Sunday morning, I finally seen a RBNH.  I  think I was the last person in 

Central Illinois to see one.  Also several  Flickers were at the feeders and 

ground feeding.  Several BlueJays were  seen as well as the usual assortment of 

sparrows, cowbirds, blackbirds, gackles  and starlings.

There was a HUGE hawk swooping around the front  yard and I seen it land in 

the top of the one tree.  All the little birds  were speaking to each other 

warning of the hawk. A small little sparrow flew out  of the bush to make it to 

the other tree when the hawk came down on it.  I  do believe the sparrow made 

it to its destination.

Marcia Schlueter

Ogden, IL

************************************** See what's new at http://www.aol.com
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Mon Oct  8 16:44:17 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Mon Oct  8 16:44:27 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] change of address

Message-ID: <f67c82bd137d1.470a5e61@insightbb.com>

I have a new email address and I don't remember if I've sent it out previously - ckanchor@insightbb.com

Charlene Anchor
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From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Tue Oct  9 21:30:05 2007

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Tue Oct  9 21:22:52 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Fall birding

Message-ID: <003901c80ae5$78c95c70$6259b0d8@DELL>

This has been a splendid time for fall birding but I am guessing it is going to end quickly and many of my neat little feathered guys and gals will soon be heading south. 

I volunteered to work at Ballard Nature Center near Altamont in Effingham County yesterday and had a fine time showing visitors the birds.  Ballard has a neat water feature and feeding area with a large one way window to sit in and view the birds.

Besides the usual group bathing and dining I seen a beautiful female Scarlet Tanager, Brown Thrasher, Catbird, two Yellow-Rumped Warblers, Indigo Bunting, Field Sparrow, and my first White-Throated Sparrow.  I kept a list but left it at the center.  I also seen a Goldfinch feeding a young one at a thistle feeder.  I was there on September 24 and took pictures of three young Goldfinches about ready to fledge from their nest.  I like to think the one I seen begging at the feeder was one of those.

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed Oct 10 08:20:21 2007

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed Oct 10 08:20:26 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Woodcock

Message-ID: <414486.25231.qm@web60115.mail.yahoo.com>

Last night (Tuesday), around 7 p.m. an American Woodcock flew over my van as I was nearing the railroad viaduct traveling west on Windsor Road.  

  Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Yahoo! oneSearch: Finally,  mobile search that gives answers, not web links. 
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Wed Oct 10 22:25:17 2007

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Wed Oct 10 22:25:21 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Where will tomorrow's migrants come from? (No Sightings)

Message-ID: <24978.56680.qm@web56805.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

"Tomorrow's migrants" is not a reference to the migrants of some future world (like the kitchen of the future), it is a reference to what you might be seeing tomorrow because of the winds aloft overnight and for the next 48 hours.  Check out the maps here under Eta Streamlines:

http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/birdweather/

You'll want to look at the maps with 071011/0600 (at the top of the map when you click on it) up to the "60hr" maps.

Overnight we are looking at the first wave of Snow Geese and Canada Geese (if you aren't already seeing these).  The winds will be great for these birds to migrate through our area because... (drum roll please) ... they originate from Hudson's Bay where these birds breed and summer in large numbers.  They really didn't need a drum roll sorry to those of you who "drummed" for me.  I wouldn't be surprised to see small numbers of Greater White-fronted Geese either, but that is a little on the early side and beyond the scope of these winds.  I would also expect to see Common Loons returning in force, gulls appearing at local lakes in higher concentrations, and the last glimpse of the middle of warbler migration or a large dose of late season migrants (the end is near).  I expect that Chimney Swifts may be making their way south in large numbers tomorrow if your location hasn't already become devoid of these winged cigars.  

The winds last night (Tuesday night) were also out of the north, but not as well aligned to produce a large migration overhead.  As Michael Retter and I have back-and-forthed previously, the lack of cloud cover made it hard to hear any migrants last night, but tonight looks more promising with overcast skies in parts of Illinois (sorry western portions of Illinois).  However, most of you are thinking, why should I go outside since it is so darn cold (currently 48?F here in Champaign)?  Well, I had some late thrushes and a flock of Canada Geese last night without cloud cover at 3AM while I was taking the garbage out, and those were poor conditions cloud-cover-wise.  Tonight should be better.  Sorry for the late notice.  

I am most excited for the folks on the Lake Michigan shore in Chicago as they should be seeing an influx of larids, loons, and possibly scoters even though these birds would be on the slightly early side in some cases.  Good luck tomorrow if you go out looking.  

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign, IL

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Tonight's top picks. What will you watch tonight? Preview the hottest shows on Yahoo! TV.

http://tv.yahoo.com/ 
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Thu Oct 11 06:35:43 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Thu Oct 11 06:35:57 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Where will tomorrow's migrants come from? (No


Sightings)

In-Reply-To: <24978.56680.qm@web56805.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <24978.56680.qm@web56805.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882B8695F4CC@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

As a follow-up to Bryan's post, I had a flock of about 200 birds flying in a V heading straight South at 5pm yesterday as I road the 25E bus East on Green Street.  I say "birds" because I was in a bus and they were so high up I couldn't tell for sure if they were geese or cormorants or what.  I'm pretty sure they were geese, but not positive.

Greg Lambeth

________________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Bryan Guarente [dafekt1ve@yahoo.com]

Sent: Wednesday, October 10, 2007 10:25 PM

To: Central Illinois Birding; Birdnotes; IL Birds

Subject: [Birdnotes] Where will tomorrow's migrants come from? (No Sightings)

"Tomorrow's migrants" is not a reference to the migrants of some future world (like the kitchen of the future), it is a reference to what you might be seeing tomorrow because of the winds aloft overnight and for the next 48 hours.  Check out the maps here under Eta Streamlines:

http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/birdweather/<http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/%7Ebguaren2/birdweather/>

You'll want to look at the maps with 071011/0600 (at the top of the map when you click on it) up to the "60hr" maps.

Overnight we are looking at the first wave of Snow Geese and Canada Geese (if you aren't already seeing these).  The winds will be great for these birds to migrate through our area because... (drum roll please) ... they originate from Hudson's Bay where these birds breed and summer in large numbers.  They really didn't need a drum roll sorry to those of you who "drummed" for me.  I wouldn't be surprised to see small numbers of Greater White-fronted Geese either, but that is a little on the early side and beyond the scope of these winds.  I would also expect to see Common Loons returning in force, gulls appearing at local lakes in higher concentrations, and the last glimpse of the middle of warbler migration or a large dose of late season migrants (the end is near).  I expect that Chimney Swifts may be making their way south in large numbers tomorrow if your location hasn't already become devoid of these winged cigars.

The winds last night (Tuesday night) were also out of the north, but not as well aligned to produce a large migration overhead.  As Michael Retter and I have back-and-forthed previously, the lack of cloud cover made it hard to hear any migrants last night, but tonight looks more promising with overcast skies in parts of Illinois (sorry western portions of Illinois).  However, most of you are thinking, why should I go outside since it is so darn cold (currently 48?F here in Champaign)?  Well, I had some late thrushes and a flock of Canada Geese last night without cloud cover at 3AM while I was taking the garbage out, and those were poor conditions cloud-cover-wise.  Tonight should be better.  Sorry for the late notice.

I am most excited for the folks on the Lake Michigan shore in Chicago as they should be seeing an influx of larids, loons, and possibly scoters even though these birds would be on the slightly early side in some cases.  Good luck tomorrow if you go out looking.

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign, IL

________________________________

Catch up on fall's hot new shows<http://us.rd.yahoo.com/tv/mail/tagline/falltv/evt=47093/*http://tv.yahoo.com/collections/3658> on Yahoo! TV. Watch previews, get listings, and more!

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Oct 11 17:17:53 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Oct 11 17:18:29 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 10/10 - Interesting outing, 31 species

Message-ID: <949000.94669.qm@web57110.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Meadowbrook Park, 2:00PM-4:00PM, October 10. Mostly cloudy, windy, chilly. Only 31 species, but some interesting ones.

  First off, Meadowbrook was kind of hawk-ish...must have been the wind pushing them through. Started off with a Kestrel in a tree sort of out of the wind. Then a Peregrine zipping around in the wind...got going pretty fast as it buzzed the prairie briefly. Then two Coppers Hawks interacting over the Yankee Ridge Subdivision. Then a Red-tailed Hawk gliding in the same area. About 6-7 Turkey Vultures up pretty high, gradually headed south. Then a Sharpie flying through the peninsula. Finally, a male Northern Harrier stopped by briefly, hovering over the prairie grass. At one point the wind allowed it to remain in the same spot for about 30 seconds without flapping its wings, about two feet above the prairie grass. It moved off to the south and I lost it over the horizon.

  When I arrived at the park I spotted 5-6 Dark-eyed Juncos right away...first of season (FOS) for me. Then I saw a Red-breasted Nuthatch along the creek (Champaign County FOS for me). The a White-crowned Sparrow (FOS for me). Also a Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Champaign County FOS for me).

  Also saw a beautiful male Purple Finch along the creek. Every fall I'll look at a redder-than-usual House Finch and think "Purple Finch? Nah." Then when you actually see a brightly colored Purple Finch, the difference is obvious.

  Saw a big flock (60+) of White-throated Sparrows.

  And a quick Phoebe question. Is it just me, or are the Phoebes showing quote a bit of yellow right now? I'm almost tempted to call them Yellow-bellied Phoebes. :-)  Maybe the coloration stands out more on a dark day?

  The list:

  Peregrine Falcon - 1

  Turkey Vulture - 6-7

  Coopers Hawk - 2

  American Kestrel - 1

  Sharp-shinned Hawk - 1

  Red-tailed Hawk - 1-2

  Northern Harrier - 1

  Northern Flicker - 6

  Downy Woodpecker - 4

  Red-breasted Nuthatch - 2

  Blue Jay - 7

  Northern Cardinal - 5

  Ring-necked Pheasant - 1

  Eastern Phoebe - 4-5

  American Robin - 60

  Eastern Bluebird - 1-2

  Purple Finch - 1

  Swamp Sparrow - 1

  Song Sparrow - 5-6

  White-crowned Sparrow - 1

  White-throated Sparrow - 60

  Eastern Towhee - 2

  House Finch - 10

  American Goldfinch - 15

  Dark-eyed Junco - 5-6

  Philadelphia Vireo(?) - 1

  Golden-crowned Kinglet - 1

  Yellow-rumped Warbler - 3

  American Crow - 12

  Mourning Dove - 6

  Common Grackle - 100+

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Take the Internet to Go: Yahoo!Go puts the Internet in your pocket: mail, news, photos & more. 
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Oct 11 17:24:07 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Oct 11 17:50:57 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Correction: Meadowbrook, 10/10 - Interesting outing,


31 species

Message-ID: <344553.14917.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Quick correction...I said Ruby-crowned Kinglet in the text...I meant Golden-crowned.

"B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com> wrote:     

  Meadowbrook Park, 2:00PM-4:00PM, October 10. Mostly cloudy, windy, chilly. Only 31 species, but some interesting ones.

  First off, Meadowbrook was kind of hawk-ish...must have been the wind pushing them through. Started off with a Kestrel in a tree sort of out of the wind. Then a Peregrine zipping around in the wind...got going pretty fast as it buzzed the prairie briefly. Then two Coppers Hawks interacting over the Yankee Ridge Subdivision. Then a Red-tailed Hawk gliding in the same area. About 6-7 Turkey Vultures up pretty high, gradually headed south. Then a Sharpie flying through the peninsula. Finally, a male Northern Harrier stopped by briefly, hovering over the prairie grass. At one point the wind allowed it to remain in the same spot for about 30 seconds without flapping its wings, about two feet above the prairie grass. It moved off to the south and I lost it over the horizon.

  When I arrived at the park I spotted 5-6 Dark-eyed Juncos right away...first of season (FOS) for me. Then I saw a Red-breasted Nuthatch along the creek (Champaign County FOS for me). The a White-crowned Sparrow (FOS for me). Also a Ruby-crowned Kinglet (Champaign County FOS for me).

  Also saw a beautiful male Purple Finch along the creek. Every fall I'll look at a redder-than-usual House Finch and think "Purple Finch? Nah." Then when you actually see a brightly colored Purple Finch, the difference is obvious.

  Saw a big flock (60+) of White-throated Sparrows.

  And a quick Phoebe question. Is it just me, or are the Phoebes showing quote a bit of yellow right now? I'm almost tempted to call them Yellow-bellied Phoebes. :-)  Maybe the coloration stands out more on a dark day?

  The list:

  Peregrine Falcon - 1

  Turkey Vulture - 6-7

  Coopers Hawk - 2

  American Kestrel - 1

  Sharp-shinned Hawk - 1

  Red-tailed Hawk - 1-2

  Northern Harrier - 1

  Northern Flicker - 6

  Downy Woodpecker - 4

  Red-breasted Nuthatch - 2

  Blue Jay - 7

  Northern Cardinal - 5

  Ring-necked Pheasant - 1

  Eastern Phoebe - 4-5

  American Robin - 60

  Eastern Bluebird - 1-2

  Purple Finch - 1

  Swamp Sparrow - 1

  Song Sparrow - 5-6

  White-crowned Sparrow - 1

  White-throated Sparrow - 60

  Eastern Towhee - 2

  House Finch - 10

  American Goldfinch - 15

  Dark-eyed Junco - 5-6

  Philadelphia Vireo(?) - 1

  Golden-crowned Kinglet - 1

  Yellow-rumped Warbler - 3

  American Crow - 12

  Mourning Dove - 6

  Common Grackle - 100+

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

  Take the Internet to Go: Yahoo!Go puts the Internet in your pocket: mail, news, photos & more. 

---------------------------------

 Check out  the hottest 2008 models today at Yahoo! Autos.
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From rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu  Fri Oct 12 07:06:59 2007

From: rboehmer at mail.millikin.edu (Ray F. Boehmer)

Date: Fri Oct 12 07:08:01 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] crafty Red-tailed Hawk

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20071012070129.037d6ec0@mail.millikin.edu>

I drove in my driveway yesterday and sat listening to a news 

story.  Movement in a tree behind my garage caught my eye.  Grabbed my 

binoculars and saw a red-tail sitting there and underneath it, hanging 

down, was what looked like a squirrel's tail.  I had my camera and I slowly 

opened the car door to try to get into position to get a photo, but the 

hawk would have no part of it and it flew away through the neighbor's yard 

carrying an entire squirrel carcass.  I would have loved to have seen the 

chase and kill in such a wooded and congested area.

Ray

Carle Park area of Urbana

From threlkster at gmail.com  Fri Oct 12 09:53:39 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Oct 12 09:54:00 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Junco

Message-ID: <30ec30250710120753u9a2469awe1e65db715781bdc@mail.gmail.com>

DARK-EYED JUNCO

-- 

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

Federal Public Defender's Office

Central District of Illinois

300 West Main Street

Urbana IL  61801-2624

217-373-0666

217-373-0667 (fax)

Brian_Threlkeld@fd.org
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Fri Oct 12 10:27:03 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Fri Oct 12 10:27:13 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Junco

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250710120753u9a2469awe1e65db715781bdc@mail.gmail.com>

References: <30ec30250710120753u9a2469awe1e65db715781bdc@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <30ec30250710120827w212cef87o38b5d0c59e54e13c@mail.gmail.com>

All right, let's try this again, and hope the jumpy system doesn't dispatch

another unfinished message . . . .

DARK-EYED JUNCO

Fri., 12 Oct. 2007

About 8:30 this morning, flying up from the ground to perch on the

pole-to-house phone line.  I saw it just for a few seconds, but the range

was only ten to fifteen feet, I had a clear view, and the field marks were

obvious.  First of the season for me.  Interesting to note, it's one year to

the *day* from what appears to be last year's first fall Birdnotes report of

a local junco sighting, by Bob Vaiden: <

https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/2006-October/002473.html>.

Looking further along last October's postings, I notice Greg's observation

that it's about time to bid the chimney swifts farewell for the year.  As he

said, enjoy them while we can.

Tardy notes from earlier this week:

WHITE-THROATED SPARROW

Tue., 9 Oct. 2007

Like others, I've started seeing a white-throat or two foraging in the back

yard.

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

Tue., 9 Oct. 2007

After a hiatus of a week or two, I'm seeing one or more RB nuthatch out

back.  It's entertaining to watch one, for 10, 15, 20 minutes or more,

flying to the feeder, taking a sunflower seed, flying up to the old ash,

pounding at the seed for a few seconds, and then repeating the process.  I

thought it might be storing the seeds in crevices of the bark, rather than

eating them, but I couldn't see clearly enough to be sure, even with

binoculars, and was not familiar with RBN habits.  Now, however, I see this

in Cornell Lab's All About Birds online species account:  "Stores food for

later use under bark, in holes, and in ground."  So, perhaps I can hope it's

prepping for extended residency.  I do wonder if squirrels don't scavenge

many of those stored seeds.

"LONG JOHN ROBIN"

 Tue., 9 Oct. 2007

I saw, perched on our bird-bath, a robin with no right leg.  It appeared

otherwise healthy, and even sleek.  That is to say, no eye patch; the

literary parallel goes only so far.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Fri Oct 12 20:59:53 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Fri Oct 12 21:00:09 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Fri. A.M. 10/12

Message-ID: <fd2f965511351.470fe049@insightbb.com>

Took a late morning walk at Meadowbrook today. There were a variety of sparrows: WHITE-CROWNED, WHITE-THROATED (many), SONG, LINCOLN, SWAMP and a CLAY-COLORED. The Clay-colored was with a couple of Song Sparrows in the prairie. It had a buffy eyebrow which I looked up when I got home. Said it was a first-winter bird - but it's not winter yet?

Heard one Song Sparrow singing.

Some warblers still around. YELLOW-RUMPED were scattered everywhere, a female COMMON YELLOWTHROAT low in the goldenrod, a MAGNOLIA WARBLER in honeysuckle.  Saw 4 TENNESSEE WARBLERS low, about 4-5 ft high in shrubs. They all showed their undertail coverts which were white. Was looking for Orange-crowned but didn't find any. 

A few others were: 2 HERMIT THRUSHES along Douglas Creek, 3 YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKERS, (2 adults and 1 juvenile), RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH, RUBY-CROWNED KINGLETS (many), beautiful PURPLE FINCHES, many PHEASANTS, and at least 1000+ GRACKLES. The grackles were flying over in flocks of 100's and sitting in treetops in the same numbers making lots of noise; a COOPER'S HAWK flushed out some birds and an unidentified buteo-type hawk was soaring extremely high. Heard a RED-WINGED BLACKBIRD.

Met Bryan and Benjamin Guarante. As we were standing Bryan pointed out a PINE SISKIN he heard flying overhead, along with LINCOLN SPARROWS who were contact-calling in the nearby trees. We also saw  RED-TAILED HAWK. Benjamin took no notice! 

Charlene Anchor
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sat Oct 13 15:12:35 2007

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sat Oct 13 15:12:43 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] River Bend - Sat. morning

Message-ID: <cda.1ad68e05.344280b3@aol.com>

Nice mix of birds at River Bend this morning.  Some of the species sighted 

include the following:

COMMON LOON, PIED-BILLED GREBE, DOUBLE-CRESTED CORMORANT, SHARP-SHINNED AND 

COOPERS HAWKS, GRAY CATBIRD, CEDAR WAXWING, BLUE-HEADED VIREO, TENN WARBLER, 

ORANGE CROWNED WARBLER, NASHVILLE, PALM and lots of YELLOW-RUMPED.  Sparrows 

included RUFOUS-SIDED TOWHEE, FIELD, SONG, SWAMP, WHITE-THROATED AND WHITE 

CROWNED, and DARK-EYED JUNCO.

David Thomas

Champaign

************************************** See what's new at http://www.aol.com
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Oct 13 17:36:03 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Oct 13 17:36:06 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Dodds Park, and back yard

Message-ID: <30ec30250710131536s20325dc6q9e3be556585c3d8d@mail.gmail.com>

Dodds Park soccer fields

Next to Parkland College, north of W. Bradley Ave. at Clayton Blvd.

Champaign

TREE SWALLOW

Sat., 13 Oct. 2007

Roughly between 10:00 and 10:30.  Not absolutely positive about the ID, but

there were several dozen of the birds swooping around the fields, apparently

feasting on the swarms of crane flies on and above the turf.

Amid the cattails and willows of the little slough that drains eastward

along the northern edge of the fields were a number of little birds that

neglected to show themselves to good advantage.  I think I spotted a SWAMP

SPARROW.  There was also a small, greenish warbler, with an eye ring, that I

couldn't ID.

Back yard

Mid-afternoon

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

Taking out some suet, I stopped to look at a bird at the feeders that hadn't

flown away.  As I stood there, I heard above me, in the ash tree, a high and

soft hennk, hennk.  A quick look finally confirmed that we have more than

one RBN out back; there was a pair that flicked around the branches, only 5

to 10 feet from me.

HOUSE FINCH

We've had a half-dozen or so at the feeders.  The one that didn't fly off

when I approached had a bad case of conjunctivitis -- it's basically blind.

I was able to grab it, and am waiting to hear from the Wildlife Medical

Clinic whether they treat birds with conjunctivitis.  If not, I'll release

it, and let it take its chances.

DOWNY WOODPECKER

Male-female pair at the suet.

YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER

We've had a couple out back.

GRACKLE

Bunch of 'em, earlier in the afternoon.  Worth noting because one had feet

that seemed diseased:  ash-grey instead of black, and looking swollen.  Is

there some sort of tumor that attacks grackles' feet?

WHITE-THROATED SPARROW foraging on the ground, and ROBINS and HOUSE SPARROWS

and a BLUE JAY at the bird bath, too.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Oct 13 18:40:07 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Oct 13 18:40:10 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882B8695F4CD@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I spent the morning out at Clinton Lake and, as expected, there were big changes on the North mudflats.  I was still able to turn up 11 species of shorebird, but the overall numbers were way down.  I was surprised to find only about 50 Killdeers and all but 7 of the Golden Plovers are gone.  Here's the full shorebird list:  50 Killdeer, 6 Common Snipe, 9 Dunlin, 40 Least Sandpipers, 1 Semipalmated Sandpiper, 24 Lesser Yellowlegs, 3 Greater Yellowlegs, 20 Pectoral Sandpipers, 4 Long-billed Dowitchers, 7 Golden Plover and 1 Solitary Sandpiper.   The shorebirds seem to have been replaced by Tree Swallows -- there were at least 2,000 of them on the flying over the mudflats, sitting on the mudflats and perched on every available stump, stick and twig.  They were everywhere.  If someone told me there were 4,000 of them instead of 2,000, I would believe them.  I also had 14 White Pelicans, my first diving ducks (3 Ring-necked Ducks), a Black Duck, pretty much all of the dabblers (Mallard, Pintail, Gadwall, Widgeon, Shoveller, Green-winged Teal, Blue-winged Teal, Wood Duck).  The sparrows were everywhere and I had large flocks of White-throated, White-crowned and Swamp and varying numbers of Field, Chipping, Song, Savannah and Vesper.  The best sparrow was a LeConte's below the dam.  I had a Sora Rail fly out of a grassy area.  I had a Red-shouldered Hawk in the woods near the N mudflats (I've heard it calling each of my last 3 trips there).  I also had 2 adult Bald Eagles near the sedimentation ponds.  There were Orange-crowned Warblers at several spots and Yellow-rumps everywhere.

Greg Lambeth

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Oct 13 19:15:32 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Oct 13 19:15:34 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Dodds Park, and back yard (no sightings)

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250710131536s20325dc6q9e3be556585c3d8d@mail.gmail.com>

References: <30ec30250710131536s20325dc6q9e3be556585c3d8d@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0710131903470.19727@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Thanks to Brian's adventurous spirit,

It has been a bit difficult to reach this area due to the construction on 

Bradley Avenue.

The area Brian describes is a drainage from the parking lots from Parkland 

College to Copper Slough.

The area is very interesting due to the broken field tiles which allow 

intermittent pools.

One other place to check is the Parkland Pond area to the North.

It usually has a heron or two as well as some waterfowl at this time.

Sorry to say the Parkland College Prairies don't normally have much more 

than a few RB Blackbirds.

Although I did see an occasional Eastern Kingbird in the Sedge Meadow last 

Summer.

Good birding.

Jim Hoyt :)

On Sat, 13 Oct 2007, Brian Threlkeld wrote:

> Dodds Park soccer fields

> Next to Parkland College, north of W. Bradley Ave. at Clayton Blvd.

> Champaign

>

> TREE SWALLOW

> Sat., 13 Oct. 2007

> Roughly between 10:00 and 10:30.  Not absolutely positive about the ID, but

> there were several dozen of the birds swooping around the fields, apparently

> feasting on the swarms of crane flies on and above the turf.

>

> Amid the cattails and willows of the little slough that drains eastward

> along the northern edge of the fields were a number of little birds that

> neglected to show themselves to good advantage.  I think I spotted a SWAMP

> SPARROW.  There was also a small, greenish warbler, with an eye ring, that I

> couldn't ID.

>

>

>

> Back yard

> Mid-afternoon

>

> RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

> Taking out some suet, I stopped to look at a bird at the feeders that hadn't

> flown away.  As I stood there, I heard above me, in the ash tree, a high and

> soft hennk, hennk.  A quick look finally confirmed that we have more than

> one RBN out back; there was a pair that flicked around the branches, only 5

> to 10 feet from me.

>

> HOUSE FINCH

> We've had a half-dozen or so at the feeders.  The one that didn't fly off

> when I approached had a bad case of conjunctivitis -- it's basically blind.

> I was able to grab it, and am waiting to hear from the Wildlife Medical

> Clinic whether they treat birds with conjunctivitis.  If not, I'll release

> it, and let it take its chances.

>

> DOWNY WOODPECKER

> Male-female pair at the suet.

>

> YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER

> We've had a couple out back.

>

> GRACKLE

> Bunch of 'em, earlier in the afternoon.  Worth noting because one had feet

> that seemed diseased:  ash-grey instead of black, and looking swollen.  Is

> there some sort of tumor that attacks grackles' feet?

>

> WHITE-THROATED SPARROW foraging on the ground, and ROBINS and HOUSE SPARROWS

> and a BLUE JAY at the bird bath, too.

>

>

> ___________________

> Brian Threlkeld

> 107 E Michigan Ave

> Urbana IL  61801-5027

>

> 217-384-5164

> abt5@columbia.edu

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Oct 13 19:22:17 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Oct 13 19:22:19 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Dodds Park, and back yard (no sightings)

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0710131903470.19727@bluestem.prairienet.org>

References: <30ec30250710131536s20325dc6q9e3be556585c3d8d@mail.gmail.com>


<Pine.LNX.4.64.0710131903470.19727@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0710131918520.19727@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birdnoters,

Sorry,

I meant Red Winged blackbirds in Parkland Prairies. (Instead of RB 

Blackbirds).

Good birding!

Jim :)

On Sat, 13 Oct 2007, James Hoyt wrote:

> Thanks to Brian's adventurous spirit,

>

> It has been a bit difficult to reach this area due to the construction on 

> Bradley Avenue.

>

> The area Brian describes is a drainage from the parking lots from Parkland 

> College to Copper Slough.

>

> The area is very interesting due to the broken field tiles which allow 

> intermittent pools.

>

> One other place to check is the Parkland Pond area to the North.

>

> It usually has a heron or two as well as some waterfowl at this time.

>

> Sorry to say the Parkland College Prairies don't normally have much more than 

> a few RB Blackbirds.

>

> Although I did see an occasional Eastern Kingbird in the Sedge Meadow last 

> Summer.

>

> Good birding.

>

> Jim Hoyt :)

>

> On Sat, 13 Oct 2007, Brian Threlkeld wrote:

>

>> Dodds Park soccer fields

>> Next to Parkland College, north of W. Bradley Ave. at Clayton Blvd.

>> Champaign

>> 

>> TREE SWALLOW

>> Sat., 13 Oct. 2007

>> Roughly between 10:00 and 10:30.  Not absolutely positive about the ID, but

>> there were several dozen of the birds swooping around the fields, 

>> apparently

>> feasting on the swarms of crane flies on and above the turf.

>> 

>> Amid the cattails and willows of the little slough that drains eastward

>> along the northern edge of the fields were a number of little birds that

>> neglected to show themselves to good advantage.  I think I spotted a SWAMP

>> SPARROW.  There was also a small, greenish warbler, with an eye ring, that 

>> I

>> couldn't ID.

>> 

>> 

>> 

>> Back yard

>> Mid-afternoon

>> 

>> RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

>> Taking out some suet, I stopped to look at a bird at the feeders that 

>> hadn't

>> flown away.  As I stood there, I heard above me, in the ash tree, a high 

>> and

>> soft hennk, hennk.  A quick look finally confirmed that we have more than

>> one RBN out back; there was a pair that flicked around the branches, only 5

>> to 10 feet from me.

>> 

>> HOUSE FINCH

>> We've had a half-dozen or so at the feeders.  The one that didn't fly off

>> when I approached had a bad case of conjunctivitis -- it's basically blind.

>> I was able to grab it, and am waiting to hear from the Wildlife Medical

>> Clinic whether they treat birds with conjunctivitis.  If not, I'll release

>> it, and let it take its chances.

>> 

>> DOWNY WOODPECKER

>> Male-female pair at the suet.

>> 

>> YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLER

>> We've had a couple out back.

>> 

>> GRACKLE

>> Bunch of 'em, earlier in the afternoon.  Worth noting because one had feet

>> that seemed diseased:  ash-grey instead of black, and looking swollen.  Is

>> there some sort of tumor that attacks grackles' feet?

>> 

>> WHITE-THROATED SPARROW foraging on the ground, and ROBINS and HOUSE 

>> SPARROWS

>> and a BLUE JAY at the bird bath, too.

>> 

>> 

>> ___________________

>> Brian Threlkeld

>> 107 E Michigan Ave

>> Urbana IL  61801-5027

>> 

>> 217-384-5164

>> abt5@columbia.edu

>> 

>

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================
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===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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From smithsje at egix.net  Sun Oct 14 11:34:37 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sun Oct 14 10:40:22 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Misc. notes

Message-ID: <200710141540.l9EFeG53012693@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

I received word that a person was walking a dog, and the dog caught and killed a bird, a YELLOW RAIL. 

That was yesterday, 10/13.  The bird is in a freezer, and will somehow be belivered to Steve Bailey.

I have seen several rails while combining corn, mostly soras.  One day last week, a small, blackish bird ran ahead of the combine, in a soybean filed, but this time, I wasn't sure that it was a black rail.  It didn't fly, only ran.  It might have been a winter wren.    Neither of which should be in a soybean field.

For three days, we've had an OVENBIRD feeding on the ground under our feeders.  I've watched it pick up seeds and swallow.  Ovenbirds are supposed to feed on insects and such, not seeds.  

We've had the first WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW of the season at a feeder.  

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-10-14

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Oct 14 12:13:12 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Oct 14 12:13:13 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk (10/14)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882B8695F4D0@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

We had 11 people on the walkthis morning, including a U of I journalism student.  The birding was very slow this morning for some reason and we never seemed to find a flock of birds.  We had only 1 warbler specie (Yellow-rumped), but several sparrows (White-throated and White-crowned).  We had both species of Kinglet, Purple Finch and Winter Wren.  There was 1 Brown Creeper.  The best bird of the walk was a Scarlet Tanager (getting kind of late).

I spent a little time in the Arboretum and around the Swine Ponds afterwards.  Turns out, that's where all the birds were.  I had Orange-crowned (4), Tennessee (3), Nashville (1), Palm (3) and Yellow-rumped (15) out there.  Also, Lincoln's, Song, Swamp and Chipping plus hoardes of White-throated and White-crowneds.  There was a pair of Phoebes.  Plus, an Indigo Bunting (female) near the bee research area, drinking from a small pool of water in the road.

There were a few ducks in the ponds, including Mallard, Shoveller, Green-winged and Blue-winged Teal, and Pintail.

Greg Lambeth

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Sun Oct 14 13:37:51 2007

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Sun Oct 14 13:37:53 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Homer Lake

Message-ID: <199798.35436.qm@web82607.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Some decent highlights:

Greater Yellowlegs

Pectoral Sandpiper

Pileated Woodpecker

Hairy Woodpecker

Brown Creeper

Red-breasted Nuthatch

White-breasted Nuthatch

Eastern Towhee

Ruby-crowned Kinglet

Northern Flicker

R B Woodpecker

Y B Sapsucker

White-throated Sparrow

Chipping Sparrow

White-crowned Sparrow ( My feeders at home )

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20071014/2ac8f0d7/attachment.htm

From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Oct 15 09:18:06 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Oct 15 09:18:30 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <199798.35436.qm@web82607.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90701568902@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

 I haven't done much "watching" lately (been at the Chautauqua!), but

had my first White Throated Sparrow of the season on Friday.

Goldfinches are all over the yard (seed everywhere!).  Still various

warblers.

Coopers Hawk crossing East Main at Schnucks this morning, pair of Red

Tails at Weaver Sunday evening.

Sunday afternoon: Terrific speech by R F Kennedy Jr.!!!

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20071015/8230b17f/attachment.htm

From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Mon Oct 15 22:52:44 2007

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Mon Oct 15 22:57:14 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] South Farms Swine Ponds, etc

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20071015225202.033911f8@mail.kspei.com>

Hello BIRDNOTERS, Outside the office today a young TENNESSEE WARBLER ran 

into a window at our office.  We kept it in a box for an hour.  It still 

acted out of it.  Then after another hour it seemed more lively, so I took 

it out to a conifer and it looked around, getting more alert.  It then 

hopped into the tall grass and started foraging.  I then left it, hoping 

for the best.

After work I played hooky from real life and spent 45 minutes at the swine 

ponds at U of I south Farms as the clouds from the rainstorm were coming 

in.  Observed one RED TAILED HAWK going in.  On the big pond were about 35 

MALLARDS, 16 SHOVELERS, 10 NORTHERN PINTAIL, 8 GADWALL, and 4 GREEN WINGED 

TEAL.  They were mostly upended and feeding like mad.  In the weedy border 

and in the dried up 2 ponds grown up in foxtail were many (60) WHITE 

CROWNED SPARROWS, (15)SWAMP SPARROWS, (5) WHITE THROATED SPARROWS, (20) 

SONG SPARROWS, and one first year CLAY COLORED SPARROW.  Also in the weeds 

were YELLOW RUMPED WARBLERS (also many in the plantings around our office 

today), 4 GOLDEN CROWNED KINGLETS, 4 NORTHERN CARDINALS, and one lovely 

first year ORANGE CROWNED WARBLER.  The sparrow and warbler action went 

kaput when 2 first year COOPERS HAWKS chased one another over the dried 

ponds, then swooped around some more with one going back over to the north 

and the other went and harassed some CROWS on the ground to the sw which 

all then flew up and chased the hawk to the west where RED WINGED 

BLACKBIRDS and GRACKLES were massing for the evening, sending the whole 

group of them into avoidance maneuvers. The sparrows and co all went into 

deep cover or froze solid and with the waning light I called it 

quits.  Rhetta Jack, Springfield, birds were all in Champaign. 

From malessi2 at uiuc.edu  Wed Oct 17 12:08:15 2007

From: malessi2 at uiuc.edu (Mark Alessi)

Date: Wed Oct 17 12:08:23 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] South Farm Swine Ponds

Message-ID: <20071017120815.AXG66741@expms5.cites.uiuc.edu>

I also ventured out to the ponds towards dusk last night.  I pretty much saw the same species as Rhetta but was able to add one Nashville warbler and two, instead of one, clay-colored sparrows that seemed rather interested in my actions.  

Mark Alessi

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Wed Oct 17 12:18:24 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Wed Oct 17 12:18:27 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] South Farm Swine Ponds

In-Reply-To: <20071017120815.AXG66741@expms5.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20071017120815.AXG66741@expms5.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882CFE586414@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

There was also an adult Mockingbird at the Swine Ponds on Sunday which I neglected to post.  I'm assuming the bird was part of the breeding pair located by Bryan earlier this year.  I'm also wondering if the breeding pair are the same birds that have been in the Arboretum for the past several years.  It will be interesting to see if Mockingbirds suddenly "show up" back at the Arb later this fall.  It's probably about a half mile from the Swine Ponds to the Arb and these birds do have wings!

Greg

From Kingfishers2 at verizon.net  Wed Oct 17 15:52:49 2007

From: Kingfishers2 at verizon.net (Jim and Ann Nelson)

Date: Wed Oct 17 16:17:01 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Visit to Urbana 10/12-10/14

Message-ID: <027501c810ff$ada84490$0201a8c0@D5M8TT11>

Our daughter and son-in-law live in Urbana, and we had a chance to visit your area this last weekend.  I subscribe to the Listserve to keep track of what is going on birdwise in Champaign/Urbana for times like this when we get to visit.

I didn't get to bird much but did have a nice late afternoon walk at Meadowbrook on Friday the 12th and a late afternoon walk at Crystal Lake Park/Busey Woods on Sunday the 14th.

My complete lists for both locations from my eBird reports appear below.  Highlights for me were beautiful Purple Finches, Nashville Warblers, Magnolia Warbler, Palm Warbler, White-crowned Sparrow, Lincoln's Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, and House Wren at Meadowbrook on a cloudy afternoon and Black-throated Green Warblers, American Redstart, Ovenbird, Golden-crowned Kinglet, Brown Creeper, Cedar Waxwing, and Merlin at Crystal Lake/Busey Woods on a sunnier afternoon.  The Merlin was a total surprise.  As I was ending my walk near the Busey Woods trailhead behind the Anita Purves Nature Center, I saw a bird on top of a telephone pole.  When I got my binoculars on it, I realized it was a falcon and quickly determined it was a Merlin, happily eating something.  It gave me nice long views.

All in all, a nice visit to your area.

Jim Nelson

Bethesda, Maryland

Location:     Meadowbrook Park, Urbana

Observation date:     10/12/07

Number of species:     27

Ring-necked Pheasant     1

Red-bellied Woodpecker     2

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker     1

Downy Woodpecker     3

Eastern Phoebe     1

Blue Jay     4

American Crow     1

House Wren     1

Ruby-crowned Kinglet     3

American Robin     60

European Starling     6

Nashville Warbler     2

Magnolia Warbler     1

Yellow-rumped Warbler     5

Palm Warbler     1

Eastern Towhee     4

Song Sparrow     7

Lincoln's Sparrow     1

Swamp Sparrow     1

White-throated Sparrow     6

White-crowned Sparrow     2

Northern Cardinal     6

Red-winged Blackbird     9

Common Grackle     62

Purple Finch     5

House Finch     4

American Goldfinch     12

Location:     Crystal Lake Park

Observation date:     10/14/07

Number of species:     28

Canada Goose     14

Great Blue Heron     1

Merlin     1

Mourning Dove     6

Belted Kingfisher     1

Red-bellied Woodpecker     6

Yellow-bellied Sapsucker     4

Downy Woodpecker     4

Northern Flicker     1

Blue Jay     3

American Crow     2

Black-capped Chickadee     2

Brown Creeper     1

Golden-crowned Kinglet     1

Ruby-crowned Kinglet     3

American Robin     74

European Starling     8

Cedar Waxwing     27

Yellow-rumped Warbler     2

Black-throated Green Warbler     2

American Redstart     1

Ovenbird     1

White-throated Sparrow     10

Northern Cardinal     13

Common Grackle     14

Purple Finch     3

American Goldfinch     3

House Sparrow     4

-------------- next part --------------
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Wed Oct 17 21:12:02 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Wed Oct 17 21:12:05 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mahomet - 10/17 A.M.

Message-ID: <f57dc51215365.47167aa2@insightbb.com>

Was at Buffalo Trace (Conservation Area) this morning to do some things and in the process ran across a few birds. Most enjoyable was seeing EASTERN MEADOWLARKS again . Five were on the north prairie right off the Crowley Rd. parking lot - some were singing. A little later I watched a COOPER'S HAWK go down near some trees on the north edge of the praire with prey. Waited, and eventually it flew up and by, low in front of me, headed towards the wooded area with a juvenile ROBIN in its talons.  A large flock of RED-WINGED BLACKBIRDS flew over, then followed by endless numbers of COMMON GRACKLES which continued off an on for some time. Saw a warbler low in the praire forbs, either a TENNESSEE or ORANGE-CROWNED. Just popped it's head out - bluish-gray head with light eyebrow and dark eye-stripe. Would not cooperate any further than that.  A few more - FIELD SPARROW, DOWNY, FLICKER, BLUE JAY, GOLDFINCH and MOURNING DOVE.

In the grove of trees which extends beyond the north side of the macadam path were a flock of BLACK-CAPPED CHICKADEES, EASTERN TOWHEE, GRAY CATBIRD, BROWN CREEPER, RED-BELLIED WOODPECKER, singing WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS, RUBY-CROWNED and GOLDEN-CROWNED KINGLETS. 

As I was leaving I watched the STARLINGS who were sitting everywhere on the tall tower west of Crowley Rd. as well as flying around it and doing a great deal of talking.  They always seem to be enjoying themselves.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Thu Oct 18 10:03:37 2007

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Thu Oct 18 10:03:43 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Seed sale Saturday and Sunday

Message-ID: <20071018100337.AXJ90447@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Remember that this weekend is the annual Audubon seed sale. Stop in at Prairieland Feed (south RT 45, Savoy) Saturday between 8:30 & 6:30, or Sunday 10:30-5 and buy your bird seed at special prices. All feeders are also on sale.

Prairieland will also store your winter's supply of seed at sale prices to pick up as needed before April 1. Audubon's share of the proceeds are used to support our education and conservation projects.

Beth Chato

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Fri Oct 19 22:06:54 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Fri Oct 19 22:06:55 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lodge Park in Piatt County

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0710192154080.29509@bluestem.prairienet.org>

birdnoters,

Saw a  turkey vulcher sailing over I-72 just north of Monticello.

Saw some field sparrows messing with some Robins in lodge park.

5-6 Dark eyed Junco's near entrance.

Saw one and heard 2 more Red Headed Woodpeckers in the campground.

Heard one or two Barred Owls.

Saw a Chipmunk cross the road.

Saw a winter wren NW of the pond in a brush pile near the road.

Last bird was a YS Flicker in the playground.

Not bad for an hour hike.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy
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From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Sat Oct 20 09:09:53 2007

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Sat Oct 20 09:14:42 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Birds around

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20071020090911.0208a4f8@mail.kspei.com>

Hello IBETTERS, I have been indoors or in my car mostly the last couple of 

days, but have seen some birds.  Six CHIMNEY SWIFTS flew west of my house 

in Springfield Thurs evening, and I saw one early in the morning Thurs 

getting blown around like a kleenex by the intense winds.  Also at my house 

Thurs eve, the latest 2 CARDINAL fledglings both female were feeding with 

an adult male (their father?) in the yew bushes.  They followed the male 

and made begging noises, but the male's response was to charge the 

fledglings and whack them.  These fledglings have been around awhile and 

are full grown.  Could daddy being trying to evict his daughters from his 

territory?

A botanical note, we have two 40 year old sweetgum trees in are 

backyard.  The last two fall seasons, these 2 trees have been laden down 

with seed balls.  Not so this year, it is nearly a 99% reduction in 

seedballs, there a so few as to be almost unseen.  This is most likely due 

to the late freeze we had this spring.  This freeze was also severe in 

southern Illinois.  The finches are fond of these seeds, hopefully they can 

find other food sources if these seedball failure is widespread.  On the 

other hand the oak trees are in full mast and both the Pin and Shingle oaks 

are putting out tons of acorns.

On Friday morning I saw a dark red RED TAILED HAWK just west of Decatur on 

I-72.  I saw this bird earlier in the week also.  It is very dark reddish 

mahogany on the breast.  In Champaign were 4 KILLDEER screaming their heads 

off over the parking lot at work.  YELLOW RUMPED WARBLERS continue on in 

our parking lot and plantings, feeding on the numerous crane flies and 

probably feeding on bayberres that are in the planting in the tree islands 

in the parking lot.  Last evening near Monticello, 60-80 TURKEY VULTURES 

were circling down to roost.  This is near east of Lodge Park and there is 

also a small winter roost in the same spot.  There are some very tall old 

pines in this area.  Rhetta Jack, Springfield, Champaign 

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Oct 20 11:49:58 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Oct 20 11:50:01 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sparrows, sparrows, sparrows

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882CFEA4C861@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I spent about 2 hours at the Swine Ponds this morning and there were sparrows everywhere.  It's hard to estimate the total number and I'm sure I identified only a small percentage of the birds out there.  There were large numbers of birds North of the ponds in the fenced areas some of which were too far away to identify.  Nevertheless, I had a total of 11 species of sparrows when it was all said and done.  The numbers are only estimates, especially for the White-crowned and Swamp Sparrows.

White-crowned Sparrow           125

White-throated Sparrow             25

Lincoln's Sparrow                          8

Song Sparrow                              25

Chipping Sparrow                         35

Field Sparrow                              7

Clay-colored Sparrow                   1

Grasshopper Sparrow                  1

Swamp Sparrow                         45

Fox Sparrow                                 1

Savannah Sparrow                      3

The Grasshopper Sparrow was the big surprise.  I think it will be difficult to relocate (if anyone looks) -- I had it just South and East of the main pond along the fenceline.  There were Chipping Sparrows in about every plumage imaginable -- the Clay-colored was along the road that runs East/West North of the pond.  I also had 3-4 Purple Finches, 1 female Indigo Buntiing, 1 Hermit Thrush, 2 Phoebes, 3 Dark-eyed Juncos, 5 Orange-crowned Warbers, 3 Palm Warblers and 15 Yellow-rumped Warblers.  No sign of the Mockingbird, but there are plenty of places for it to hide. There were Red-breasted Nuthatches and Golden-crowned Kinglets in the spruce trees.  And, there were 3 Ring-necked Ducks on the ponds along with an assortment of dabblers (Mallard, Widgeon, Shoveller, Green-winged and Blue-winged Teal and Wood Duck).

Greg Lambeth

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Oct 20 15:52:13 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Oct 20 15:52:16 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Saturday, near Parkland

Message-ID: <30ec30250710201352n188e09bak1f62de372a64b975@mail.gmail.com>

TURKEY VULTURE

11:35 a.m. Sat., 20 Oct. 2007

Dodds Park soccer fields

(Next to Parkland College, north of W. Bradley Ave. at Clayton Blvd.,

Champaign)

3 of 'em, soaring above the fields.  Field marks were clear through

binoculars.  Waiting to dine on today's losers, no doubt.

I checked, again, the little slough that drains eastward along the northern

edge of the fields, from the Parkland College parking lots to Copper Slough.

I saw sparrows (song and swamp?) in the cattails and willows, but nothing

unobstructed for long enough for my minimally developed ID skills.  A couple

times I also flushed what seemed to me an especially small brown bird, but I

didn't get a good look at that, either.

Jim Hoyt generously credited my venturing to this spot last week, despite

the Bradley Avenue construction, to an "adventurous spirit."  I hope I might

claim that distinction, but in recent weeks my presence at Dodds owes more

to my obligation to attend our son's soccer games . . . .

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20071020/a8441bde/attachment.htm

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Oct 21 14:54:13 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Oct 21 14:54:16 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk (10/21)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882CFEA4C862@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

We had about 10 people on a beautiful morning.  It was a little windy and the birds were either down low or moving quickly up high in the trees. We had a few warblers -- Tennessee, Orange-crowned and Yellow-rumped, but just one or two of each.  We had both Ruby-crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets, Brown Creeer, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker, Hermit Thrush and Purple Finch (including a few males). There was an immature White-crowned Sparrow, Dark-eyed Juncos and lots of White-throated Sparrows.  I went into Busey Woods for a while after the walk and there were more birds along the power line trail where it was both sunny and relatively calm (out of the wind).  I had a flock of 8-10 Orange-crowned Warblers  in a small flock, a Winter Wren and several Swamp Sparrows.  There was also a Red Fox walking down the main power line trail.  It didn't see me and walked up within 10 yards of me before running off.  Unfortunately, I didn't have time for a photo.

Greg Lambeth

From tkforcum at consolidated.net  Mon Oct 22 09:43:53 2007

From: tkforcum at consolidated.net (Karen Forcum)

Date: Mon Oct 22 09:36:03 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Saturday birding

Message-ID: <002d01c814b9$f81f5f50$b558b0d8@DELL>

We birded around Lake Shelbyville this weekend and watched 7 splendid Avocets feeding at the 9th street beach.  There were also 6 Franklin Gulls along with lots of Ring-Bills.  Also present on the beach were 4 Lesser Yellowlegs.  There was a little group of 8 Shovelers, a few Coots, and some Mallards.  It was a splendid birding day.   Some of the leaves are slowly turning to brilliant colors and there is a feel of Fall in the air.  

Have a Birder Good Day

Karen Forcum

Mode, IL

Shelby County

tkforcum@consolidated.net

-------------- next part --------------
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From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Mon Oct 22 20:13:12 2007

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Mon Oct 22 20:18:05 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Birds today, incl Sedge Wren

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20071022201235.033d0548@mail.kspei.com>

Hello Birdnoters, This am at home in Springfield, a flock of 20 or so 

WHITE-THROATED SPARROWS were foraging with the local CARDINALS between our 

house and the neighbors house, entertaining my cat in the window.  At work 

in Champaign, a SEDGE WREN spent the day in one of the planted islands in 

our parking lot.  The YELLOW-RUMPED WARBLERS were still around, saw some 

downing the bay berries for the first time, they probably have been doing 

that for 3 weeks.  The bay bushes are not native here, but are down 

south.  They have waxy blue gray berries.  One YR warbler was guarding the 

patch of bay bushes in that island and would attack other YR warblers and 

once attacked the wren when he was sitting on top of one of the bay 

branches.  Also saw a RED TAILED HAWK dining on a snake while sitting on a 

perch along I-72 near Friends Creek.  This perch was one set up many years 

ago by Dr. George Batzli and his daughter to provide perches for raptors to 

hunt from along interstates.  They are poles with horizontal perch bars on 

top, and some have bee house attached near the bottom.  Some on I-72 have 

disappeared over the years and this one is leaning over 

slightly.  Interestingly, while raptors are very common along this mainly 

rural interstate I have rarely witnessed one using one of these 

perches.  Often they are hunting while on a light pole, on the fence, on a 

sign, on the ground, hovering, or most commonly from a tree or 

bush.  Rhetta Jack, Springfield and Champaign 

From threlkster at gmail.com  Wed Oct 24 01:39:59 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Wed Oct 24 01:40:03 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana - Annals of Migration

Message-ID: <30ec30250710232339m7731524bs2d0d6394cec7f2ca@mail.gmail.com>

About 5:00 p.m. today (Tue., 23 Oct.), I was chatting with a couple

colleagues in the Federal Public Defender's Office in Urbana.  I looked out

a window to our parking strip, at 300 West Main Street, and some smallish

oaks in a narrow planter area that divides our parking from the commercial

parking just to the east.  We always see house sparrows outside, and there

were plenty of them active there this afternoon.  As my friends and I

talked, I thought I saw a flash of red among the birds, though it was hard

to see clearly between the Venetian blinds slats.  But after a few minutes I

saw it again, and this time was able to keep it spotted.  After several

seconds, before it disappeared up the trunk into the branches and foliage, I

recognized that it was a YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER -- female, I think, since

the crown was red, but the throat, I believe, was white.  How exciting!  I'd

certainly never seen one in the middle of town before.

Perhaps 10 minutes later, I noticed that the sapsucker was visible again,

sitting still at the base of the trunk.  This struck me as odd; they tend to

be active foragers, and don't linger so close to the ground.  I walked out

there, and by the time I reached that spot the sapsucker was standing on the

parking lot pavement, a foot or so from the tire of a car.  I approached

slowly and quietly, and the bird didn't move.  I was able to grasp it and

pick it up.  It wasn't too happy with this, but didn't fuss and struggle as

vigorously as one would ordinarily expect, so it was obviously ailing.  It

was a lovely bird, with plumage in good condition -- a treat to see at such

close range -- so the nature of its health problem was not immediately

evident.  I put it in a box, drove to pick up our daughter, Lydia, from the

after-school program, and we then took the sapsucker to the University's

Wildlife Medical Clinic ("WMC").  It was still alive and on its feet when we

left it with the staff there.  If we get follow-up news on the bird, I'll

post it here.

This oddly coincides with the encounter Lydia and I had late Saturday

afternoon.  We were walking home from the Urbana library, crossing the

Lincoln Square parking lot from north to south, when we found a male

brown-headed cowbird on the pavement.  It seemed immobile, making no

apparent attempt to flee, though voicing distress at being handled.  There

was no evident trauma, though it seemed to be missing its tail feathers.  We

placed it in a canvas bag and carried it home.  Once there, were transferred

it to a paper sack, and drove it to the WMC.  For a while, it seemed to

thrash around more vigorously, and then was quiet.  When we got to the

clinic, and the vet examined it, the bird had died.

We chatted with the vet for a couple minutes, and, by way of speculating

what might have been ailing with this bird, she said that the UI farms put

out, at this time of year, corn that's laced with an avicide.  It's an

attempt to control the huge flocks of cowbirds, grackles, and starlings that

are at least nuisances to the farms, and may often be vectors for diseases.

It seemed to me that an obvious question is whether the avicide can kill

hawks or other predators that might prey on the dying or dead birds.  While

the vet disapproves of this baiting practice, she said that she understands

that the poison is excreted -- or otherwise metabolized -- rapidly, and so

presents no hazard on up the food chain.

Even apart from that, however, while I'm not too broken up over the

permanent grounding of a few more house sparrows, starlings, cowbirds, and

even grackles, I have to wonder how many, say, white throated sparrows --

and other varieties that we tend to view more favorably than the

over-abundant exotics and native opportunists -- end up as collateral damage

in this project.  It would be interesting to hear some amplification from

anyone who is more thoroughly informed on the matter.

I should be clear that while I'm mentioning these two birds in the same post

for the odd coincidence of picking up each from a parking lot, within a few

days of each other, I presume that a sapsucker would not have been feeding

on the baited corn, and so even if that's what killed the cowbird, it seems

unlikely to have been related to the sapsucker's infirmity.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Wed Oct 24 09:06:28 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Wed Oct 24 09:06:38 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250710232339m7731524bs2d0d6394cec7f2ca@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90701568911@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Lots of birds in the backyard Tuesday noon... I only had time to

identify some Yellow-Rumped Warblers, Brown Creeper (maybe more than

one), and a flock of Golden-Crowned Kinglets.

Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Wed Oct 24 12:35:07 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Wed Oct 24 12:35:12 2007

Subject: Fwd: [Birdnotes] South of Hessel Park birds, and UIUC Bird Poisoning

In-Reply-To: <BAY139-W91960920B097C248B7F33A7940@phx.gbl>

References: <BAY139-W91960920B097C248B7F33A7940@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <30ec30250710241035u28c47686o2a8fe8c22fd0a5e9@mail.gmail.com>

Beth advises me that she meant to send the message below to the Birdnotes

list, but her computer decided just to shoot it back to me as a "reply."

So, at her request, I'm forwarding it on to the list at large.

Dr. Tom Weir reminded me that West Nile is another possible explanation for

sick birds around these parts.  Can't recall if I've heard anything with

respect to the susceptibility of woodpeckers to West Nile, although INHS

entomologist Richard Lampman has remarked that the cavity-dwelling habits of

chickadees may subject them to higher incidences of mosquito bites.

-- Brian

---------- Forwarded message ----------

From: Beth Kennedy <betuana@hotmail.com>

Date: Oct 24, 2007 11:24 AM

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] South of Hessel Park birds, and UIUC Bird Poisoning

To: Brian Threlkeld <threlkster@gmail.com>

We seem to have a pair of Carolina wrens hanging out it our yard; I've seen

them almost daily for a couple weeks now. Not sure if they are moving

through or staying. They apparently don't migrate, but I haven't seen them

in our yard before this. They've been fun to watch. I had one of our cats

out on a harness, walking him around the house, and one of the

birds followed along on the fence yelling at the cat. One of them landed on

our window the other day while I was looking out, so I got a great view of

it!

Also had a downy woodpecker on the trees in our front yard yesterday, and I

think a brown thrasher, but I caught it on the back of our fence only from

quite a distance, right before it flew off, so I'm not positive -- brown,

white chest, very spotty, about that size.

Yesterday evening on the trail by Fox Dr. we saw a pair of juvenile Cooper's

hawks. We saw one (female, I think, looking at size) who made a pass at some

sparrows right in front of us, and then flew up to a light post. We stood

for several minutes and watched her dive to the ground -- I'm guessing

chasing bugs more than anything, before she flew off to the west. We then

walked along the trail that way and saw 2 Cooper's hawks, presumably the one

we saw and another, being chased by a small group of crows. There were

reports of a Cooper's hawk nest on the north side of Hessel Park this

summer, and we've had a bunch of sightings of them in our neighborhood

(including a feather shower this summer when one caught a mourning dove).

Also had some white throated sparrows in our yard, and a few white crowned.

Mallards and Canada Geese on the ponds south of Devonshire. LOTS of grackles

and some starlings in our neighborhood. Have heard some blue jays as well.

On an amusing note: I was at Home Depot the other day and there was a

juvenile starling making a racket, and then started imitating a red-tailed

hawk. I was entertained watching the little starling mimicking a hawk.

Now for my rant and thoughts about the "safe" avicide used by the

University:

I've discussed this whole "safe poison" in the past with Bernie Richter of

SOAR (www.soar-inc.org), who has been doing raptor rehab for almost 20

years. She was an active participant in the peregrine breedings and

introductions to Chicago, etc. She said that from her own personal

experience and research, there is no such thing as a safe poison. No matter

how fast it supposedly metabolizes and is gone, there are still risks from

using such things. She wanted to know how long-term the studies they did on

it were, and if they could really claim to know the long range effects of

these poisons. Just about every poison she's ever seen poses risk to animals

other than the target species.

>From their website:

In 1986, SOAR Directors spearheaded a campaign to ban RID A BIRD. This

poison was used to kill flocks of "pest" birds (starlings, pigeons, and

sparrows). Sadly, the poison also killed hundreds of raptors in Illinois

alone after they ate contaminated pest birds. SOAR's efforts were

instrumental in banning RID A BIRD nationwide in 1999. However, RID A BIRD's

main ingredient "fenthion" is still legally used as an insecticide, and will

continue to kill birds until it's banned entirely.

Another point is that even if the poison was metabolized fast, there are

always things like Cooper's hawks that will essentially camp a feeding area,

and may catch a bird right as it finishes eating and takes off. (Coopers

especially love to do this; they've learned that a gorged bird flies a

little slower.) At this point, the baited corn wouldn't even be digested

yet, and the hawk is likely to ingest it with its meal -- and then have to

deal with the poisons itself. Even worse would be if one of the peregrines

seen in the area (there is one that has been known to spend time on the

south farms) were to stop and catch one of the birds leaving the baited

corn.

And of course there is the question of other birds, as Brian pointed out,

such as white throated sparrows, tree sparrows, chipping sparrows, blue

jays, cardinals, chickadees, grosbeaks, etc. All are birds I've seen hanging

out at feeders that could quite possibly stop for a nibble on the corn. And

if the poison is applied externally, could insects land on the corn, get it

on them, and then fly away to get eaten by other creatures? Or washed into

the ground? What if foxes catch the birds, or someone's indoor/outdoor cat?

Could they end up sick from it, too? Even if it doesn't kill them, making

animals ill can be costly to pet owners, and can cost wildlife time and

energy necessary to their survival. Most people don't care if coyotes end up

losing a few numbers, but there are lots of other animals that could be

affected as well.

I'll also point out that I've seen piles of dead starlings around the vet

school campus at ALL times of the year, not just in fall. They poison these

birds there all year -- and leave the starlings sitting in piles for

extended periods of time (they had obviously been collected into the piles

by someone). I generally end up seeing these when I go down to check if the

resident raptors are out in the display weathering area between the clinics

and the vet library. Vet students have told me it's a year round attempt to

get rid of starlings, but have also parroted the "safe poison" idea.

I just can't see how any poison can really be safe, unless it's applied to a

trapped animal that is held until it's dead, and then properly disposed of.

Anything else seems too uncontrolled, and seems like it could pose a risk to

many other things besides target species. The use of poisons seems to be one

of the most stubbornly stupid things the University insists on continuing to

do. And they probably won't stop anytime soon -- they seem completely

convinced of the safety of it. Despite having heard people parroting its

safety though, I have yet to hear anyone say they have personally seen the

studies or know of any long term studies -- they've just been told by

someone else that it's okay. Everyone was told years ago that DDT was okay,

a great thing, very safe. Some people still argue that it wasn't really

responsible for eggshell thinning and that it saved many lives, so it's a

good thing, even though research has since shown the adverse effects of it.

Anyways, that was a bit of a rant, but it's one of the things that I find

really irritating, because it seems like it's a bunch of people who should

know better (vets and vet students) who have been given information and

haven't felt the need to investigate it further. I've asked a bunch of vet

students and a few vets and haven't found even one that knows the name of

the poison used . . . . I'm sure some people do, but I haven't had the

chance to talk to them about it yet.

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

------------------------------

Date: Wed, 24 Oct 2007 01:39:59 -0500

From: threlkster@gmail.com

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

CC: twweir@hotmail.com

Subject: [Birdnotes] Urbana - Annals of Migration

About 5:00 p.m. today (Tue., 23 Oct.), I was chatting with a couple

colleagues in the Federal Public Defender's Office in Urbana.  I looked out

a window to our parking strip, at 300 West Main Street, and some smallish

oaks in a narrow planter area that divides our parking from the commercial

parking just to the east.  We always see house sparrows outside, and there

were plenty of them active there this afternoon.  As my friends and I

talked, I thought I saw a flash of red among the birds, though it was hard

to see clearly between the Venetian blinds slats.  But after a few minutes I

saw it again, and this time was able to keep it spotted.  After several

seconds, before it disappeared up the trunk into the branches and foliage, I

recognized that it was a YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER -- female, I think, since

the crown was red, but the throat, I believe, was white.  How exciting!  I'd

certainly never seen one in the middle of town before.

Perhaps 10 minutes later, I noticed that the sapsucker was visible again,

sitting still at the base of the trunk.  This struck me as odd; they tend to

be active foragers, and don't linger so close to the ground.  I walked out

there, and by the time I reached that spot the sapsucker was standing on the

parking lot pavement, a foot or so from the tire of a car.  I approached

slowly and quietly, and the bird didn't move.  I was able to grasp it and

pick it up.  It wasn't too happy with this, but didn't fuss and struggle as

vigorously as one would ordinarily expect, so it was obviously ailing.  It

was a lovely bird, with plumage in good condition -- a treat to see at such

close range -- so the nature of its health problem was not immediately

evident.  I put it in a box, drove to pick up our daughter, Lydia, from the

after-school program, and we then took the sapsucker to the University's

Wildlife Medical Clinic ("WMC").  It was still alive and on its feet when we

left it with the staff there.  If we get follow-up news on the bird, I'll

post it here.

This oddly coincides with the encounter Lydia and I had late Saturday

afternoon.  We were walking home from the Urbana library, crossing the

Lincoln Square parking lot from north to south, when we found a male

brown-headed cowbird on the pavement.  It seemed immobile, making no

apparent attempt to flee, though voicing distress at being handled.  There

was no evident trauma, though it seemed to be missing its tail feathers.  We

placed it in a canvas bag and carried it home.  Once there, we transferred

it to a paper sack, and drove it to the WMC.  For a while, it seemed to

thrash around more vigorously, and then was quiet.  When we got to the

clinic, and the vet examined it, the bird had died.

We chatted with the vet for a couple minutes, and, by way of speculating

what might have been ailing with this bird, she said that the UI farms put

out, at this time of year, corn that's laced with an avicide.  It's an

attempt to control the huge flocks of cowbirds, grackles, and starlings that

are at least nuisances to the farms, and may often be vectors for diseases.

It seemed to me that an obvious question is whether the avicide can kill

hawks or other predators that might prey on the dying or dead birds.  While

the vet disapproves of this baiting practice, she said that she understands

that the poison is excreted -- or otherwise metabolized -- rapidly, and so

presents no hazard on up the food chain.

Even apart from that, however, while I'm not too broken up over the

permanent grounding of a few more house sparrows, starlings, cowbirds, and

even grackles, I have to wonder how many, say, white throated sparrows --

and other varieties that we tend to view more favorably than the

over-abundant exotics and native opportunists -- end up as collateral damage

in this project.  It would be interesting to hear some amplification from

anyone who is more thoroughly informed on the matter.

I should be clear that while I'm mentioning these two birds in the same post

for the odd coincidence of picking up each from a parking lot, within a few

days of each other, I presume that a sapsucker would not have been feeding

on the baited corn, and so even if that's what killed the cowbird, it seems

unlikely to have been related to the sapsucker's infirmity.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld
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From betuana at hotmail.com  Wed Oct 24 14:41:19 2007

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Wed Oct 24 14:41:23 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] (No sightings) UIUC Bird Poisoning

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250710241035u28c47686o2a8fe8c22fd0a5e9@mail.gmail.com>

References: <BAY139-W91960920B097C248B7F33A7940@phx.gbl>


<30ec30250710241035u28c47686o2a8fe8c22fd0a5e9@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <BAY139-W11981F4941B20784A4BC42A7940@phx.gbl>

Just as a follow up, we are currently playing the phone and email tag game with people at the University about the poisoning. When we actually hear back with official information about it we'll share. But so far, what we've (mostly Michael) gotten:

College of Veterinary Medicine's Office of Public Engagement says the Animal Sciences Dept is responsible for deploying poisons. 

Called them and got in touch with the South Farms Manager. Talked to South Farms manager (nice guy), who has been instructed not to reveal what they are using.  He has said they've tried all sorts of other things to keep invasive species down, including releasing birds of prey and trapping, but those programs were not very effective, so they have resorted to poisons. He also said that (to his knowledge) they do not poison very often, and this is the first year for several that they are setting out poison. They don't like having to set out the poison, but are unable to find a more effective option. He was instructed to refer all inquiries to a public relations person. 

Called her and was referred to the Public Relations office for the University, who referred to the Director of Operations at ACES Administration. Got his voicemail, and have sent an e-mail inquiry. 

Currently waiting to hear back from that person to either get more information, or be relayed elsewhere.

So there is some more information...leaves me wondering why there have almost always been piles of dead starlings, cowbirds, etc around the Vet Med campus though, if they haven't poisoned in several years....seems odd.

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

_________________________________________________________________

Boo!?Scare away worms, viruses and so much more! Try Windows Live OneCare!

http://onecare.live.com/standard/en-us/purchase/trial.aspx?s_cid=wl_hotmailnews
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Wed Oct 24 19:43:24 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Wed Oct 24 19:43:26 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] (No sightings) UIUC Bird Poisoning

In-Reply-To: <BAY139-W11981F4941B20784A4BC42A7940@phx.gbl>

References: <BAY139-W91960920B097C248B7F33A7940@phx.gbl>


<30ec30250710241035u28c47686o2a8fe8c22fd0a5e9@mail.gmail.com>


<BAY139-W11981F4941B20784A4BC42A7940@phx.gbl>

Message-ID: <f630dae7184ac.471fa05c@insightbb.com>

This subject was brought up last year when dead birds were found in the campus area. It was learned that there is an ongoing bird poisoning program. To say it was not done last year is incorrect. The University had a 1 year's contract with Orkin. Orkin would come out periodically and put out a poison called Avitrol. They had been doing that since 2003. Previously they were using something else. Of all the poisons Avitrol is supposed to be the least harmful to the birds who may feed on the poisoned birds, like the hawks or peregrines. But I don't know how you would keep the non-target birds away - for example other sparrows besides the House Sparrows. There was even an article in one of the papers last year about the birds being poisoned. I'm sure the University doesn't want to be questioned about this. I'm also not sure how a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker would be affected by this. I would think that something else had happened to it. But the cowbird could have been poisoned.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Beth Kennedy <betuana@hotmail.com>

Date: Wednesday, October 24, 2007 14:41

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] (No sightings) UIUC Bird Poisoning

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> 

> Just as a follow up, we are currently playing the phone and 

> email tag game with people at the University about the 

> poisoning. When we actually hear back with official information 

> about it we'll share. But so far, what we've (mostly Michael) gotten:

> 

> College of Veterinary Medicine's Office of Public Engagement 

> says the Animal Sciences Dept is responsible for deploying 

> poisons. 

> 

> Called them and got in touch with the South Farms Manager. 

> Talked to South Farms manager (nice guy), who has been 

> instructed not to reveal what they are using.  He has said 

> they've tried all sorts of other things to keep invasive species 

> down, including releasing birds of prey and trapping, but those 

> programs were not very effective, so they have resorted to 

> poisons. He also said that (to his knowledge) they do not poison 

> very often, and this is the first year for several that they are 

> setting out poison. They don't like having to set out the 

> poison, but are unable to find a more effective option. He was 

> instructed to refer all inquiries to a public relations person. 

> 

> Called her and was referred to the Public Relations office for 

> the University, who referred to the Director of Operations at 

> ACES Administration. Got his voicemail, and have sent an e-mail 

> inquiry. 

> 

> Currently waiting to hear back from that person to either get 

> more information, or be relayed elsewhere.

> 

> So there is some more information...leaves me wondering why 

> there have almost always been piles of dead starlings, cowbirds, 

> etc around the Vet Med campus though, if they haven't poisoned 

> in several years....seems odd.

> 

> -Beth Kennedy

> betuana@hotmail.com

> 

> 

> _________________________________________________________________

> Boo! Scare away worms, viruses and so much more! Try Windows 

> Live OneCare!

> http://onecare.live.com/standard/en-us/purchase/trial.aspx?s_cid=wl_hotmailnews
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From jbchato at uiuc.edu  Wed Oct 24 21:11:18 2007

From: jbchato at uiuc.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Wed Oct 24 21:11:20 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Yard birds

Message-ID: <20071024211118.AXR12990@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Having some time to spare yesterday afternoon, I turned on my mister, filled my feeders and parked myself in my old lawn chair to watch the action. I was well rewarded. The yard was soon hopping with about a dozen white-throats, 3 white-crowns, 2 juncos (first in the yard this fall), 15 house sparrows, 3 house finches,12 goldfinches, 2 cardinals, a blue jay, 2 red-breasted nuthatches, an ovenbird, redstart, and yellow-throat, both kinglets, a Carolina wren, and a thrush (probably hermit). Grackles, robins and crows flew by. I think that's about everyone. Missing were any of my regular mourning doves. It's getting a little late for those warblers, but there are still lots of bugs around to eat. Great fun right at home.

Beth Chato

John C. Chato

714 W. Vermont Ave.

Urbana, IL 61801

217-344-6803

From lupewinku at lanscape.net  Wed Oct 24 21:43:24 2007

From: lupewinku at lanscape.net (Rhetta Jack)

Date: Wed Oct 24 21:48:21 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] 

 Birds today, mostly dead, also U of I South Farm avitrol

 poisoning info

Message-ID: <5.2.0.9.2.20071024212709.00c30f50@mail.kspei.com>

Hello Birdnoters, Today I found a dead (window strike) 1st year BROWN 

CREEPER at one of the U of I Research buildings.  I observed a YELLOW 

RUMPED WARBLER fly into a window on the same building but it was not 

injured.  Later, the grounds keeper brought in a window killed first year 

male NASHVILLE WARBLER.  This poor fellow still had yellow gape edges, and 

was just getting his rusty cap feathers in.  He also had a small tick, 

which was removed for analysis by a grad student.  All these window killed 

birds I keep track of in a spreadsheet.  They are then frozen if possible 

for later specimens.  Also, a coworker brought in a road killed first year 

RED SHOULDERED HAWK picked up in Whiteside co.  while they were working up 

there.

I received an email concerning the poisoning of "pest" species using 

avitrol around some South Farm animal units.  After work I drove around the 

area of the Dairy place and saw approximately 15 dead male COWBIRDS and 1 

STARLING.  The farthest dead bird was 1/4 mile away from the feeding 

area.  All the dead birds were on the road or gravel parking lots, and 

roads.  I did not see any in the fields or yards, but they may not have 

been visible.  Interestingly, the usual huge flocks of cowbirds, pigeons, 

house sparrows, and starlings were not around the dairy area, but it was 

late and they may have gone to roost, or the avitrol ran them off.  I will 

keep an eye on the area as I can.  I have provided a link to the commercial 

avitrol website http://www.avitrol.com.  Supposedly, according to the email 

there is little risk of secondary poisoning of scavengers as it metabolizes 

quickly.  Most migrants and non target birds would not feed where they put 

this, however I have seen Savanna Sparrows, and Lark Sparrows, and Indigo 

Buntings, and Song Sparrows in the area previously. Lastly, as I was 

snooping around the Dairy Research area, in full view of a U of I Police 

cruiser I may add, a deer sauntered by right through the area and seemed so 

not bothered by me or any of the other traffic nearby.   Rhetta Jack, 

Springfield and Champaign

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Oct 25 01:40:27 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Oct 25 01:40:28 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Raptor over Green and Wright

In-Reply-To: <20071024211118.AXR12990@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20071024211118.AXR12990@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0710250134080.7975@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Saw a large hawklike raptor near Green and Wright street at 4:30 PM 

yesterday which was flying above a very frantic group of pigeons.

Was driving to work so couldn't look around too much.

The "Hawk" would flap its wings a couple of times and then glide.

Seemed like I could see a couple of wing primary feathers.

Wings seemed long and narrow tapering to a point with aforementioned 

primaries.

Wonder if it may have been a peregrine falcon.

Any guesses will be appreciated.

Thanks,

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From betuana at hotmail.com  Thu Oct 25 09:54:56 2007

From: betuana at hotmail.com (Beth Kennedy)

Date: Thu Oct 25 09:55:03 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Raptor over Green and Wright

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0710250134080.7975@bluestem.prairienet.org>

References: <20071024211118.AXR12990@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>


<Pine.LNX.4.64.0710250134080.7975@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <BAY139-W30C628C3EA1F909D3B8240A7950@phx.gbl>

Raptors are one of the few I have any good ability at IDing! (After multiple seminars and classes, and several summers working with a falconer/educator with over a dozen birds) :)

Having spent much of the summer working with hawks and falcons, I've gotten to see them fly quite a bit. They all have their own style: buteos (Red-Tailed Hawks, Broad Winged Hawks, etc) tend to do the soaring glide, flapping only occasionally - these generally catch prey on the ground - rabbits, mice, snakes, lizards, etc. Accipiters (Goshawk, Coopers, Sharp-shinned) are known for a characteristic flap-flap-glide-flap-flap-glide method of flying - these are fairly opportunistic and will go after squirrels, lizards, and birds. Coopers are known for hanging out by birdfeeders. Falcons (Kestrel, Peregrine, Merlin, etc) tend to flap very rapidly and constantly (unless in a stoop) - these mostly try to catch their prey in the air (Kestrels will catch things on the ground sometimes, but having watched trained Peregrines fly, they are actually hesitant to even land on the ground, and will almost exclusively hunt only birds in flight). 

>From the description, I would say it sounds like what you saw was some form of Accipiter. The flapping a few times and gliding is characteristic of them. While falcons sometimes will 'glide' for a couple seconds, its usually a rapid flapping for an extended time, with one or 2 flaps skipped occasionally, then rapid flapping again. Chasing pigeons would narrow it to a Coopers or Goshawk most likely, as pigeons are pretty big for a sharpie to be going after (though if it had a kestrel's attitude it certainly could be possible that it would try!) Coopers Hawks are more common in this area, but we do get an occasional Goshawk moving through, so beyond saying that the flight description sounds like an accipiter, and the prey sounds to big for a sharpie, I can't say for sure if its a Goshawk or Coopers, just that Coopers are more likely around here.

The long wings tapering to a point is, however, a more falcon like wing shape, so, having not actually seen the bird myself, it IS always possible that I'm completely wrong and it was a falcon! (though you usually can't see the primaries on a falcon in flight...)

Whatever it is, good sighting anyways! Raptors are great fun to watch!

-Beth Kennedy

betuana@hotmail.com

> Birders,

> 

> Saw a large hawklike raptor near Green and Wright street at 4:30 PM 

> yesterday which was flying above a very frantic group of pigeons.

> 

> Was driving to work so couldn't look around too much.

> 

> The "Hawk" would flap its wings a couple of times and then glide.

> 

> Seemed like I could see a couple of wing primary feathers.

> 

> Wings seemed long and narrow tapering to a point with aforementioned 

> primaries.

> 

> Wonder if it may have been a peregrine falcon.

> 

> Any guesses will be appreciated.

> 

> Thanks,

> 

> Jim :)

> 

> -- 

> James Hoyt

> "The Prairie Ant"

> Champaign Co. Audubon

> Illinois Audubon Society

> Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

> Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

> Champaign County Master Gardener

> East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

> Grand Prairie Friends

> Allerton Allies

> Prairie Rivers Network

> The Xerces Society

> The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

> 

> ===============================================================================

> "The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

> ===============================================================================

> 

> *******************************************************************************

> *******************************************************************************

> "The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

> reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

> world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

> acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

> *******************************************************************************

> *******************************************************************************

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Oct 26 09:06:28 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Oct 26 09:06:39 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Raptor over Green and Wright

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0710250134080.7975@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <373450.29912.qm@web57106.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

I have occasionally seen a Peregrine in that area. Cooper's as well.

  Bernie Sloan

James Hoyt <jwhoyt@prairienet.org> wrote:

  Birders,

Saw a large hawklike raptor near Green and Wright street at 4:30 PM 

yesterday which was flying above a very frantic group of pigeons.

Was driving to work so couldn't look around too much.

The "Hawk" would flap its wings a couple of times and then glide.

Seemed like I could see a couple of wing primary feathers.

Wings seemed long and narrow tapering to a point with aforementioned 

primaries.

Wonder if it may have been a peregrine falcon.

Any guesses will be appreciated.

Thanks,

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Fri Oct 26 09:45:49 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Fri Oct 26 09:45:52 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Woodcocks and Snipe(?)

Message-ID: <447333.26198.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  I was in town for a few days this week and managed three trips to Meadowbrook.

  On two of the three trips (Tuesday and Thursday afternoons) I managed to flush Woodcocks. In both cases I was standing still watching other birds and eventually the Woodcocks panicked. Three birds Tuesday and two birds Thursday. I so rarely get to see them that it was a real treat!!

  I am also fairly sure I flushed a Snipe in the same general area on Tuesday. I'm sure it wasn't a Woodcock.

  The area where I saw these birds was along the east side of McCullough Creek, in the area right next to the Prairie Play lawn where they have cleared some brush. You can get within ten feet of the creek there in some places. A mix of willows and goldenrod.

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Oct 27 07:07:31 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Oct 27 07:07:34 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods - Fox Sparrow

Message-ID: <242512.21697.qm@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Forgot to mention that I saw a Fox Sparrow at Busey Woods on Tuesday afternoon.

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20071027/bb285d28/attachment.htm

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Oct 27 18:59:10 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Oct 27 18:59:14 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

Message-ID: <228187.43124.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Just wanted to mention that I saw a first-of-season American Tree Sparrow at Busey Woods either Wednesday or Thursday (I was there both days and my memory is failing me).

  Also observed a Field Sparrow stuck tight in some burrs and brambles along the power line right-of-way. When I walked up to it, it could barely move. I went back to the Nature Center and convinced a staff member to help out, but by the time we got back to where the bird had been, it was gone. Kind of embarrasing...they were probably thinking "yeah, right, sure there was a bird stuck in the brambles here."  :-) 

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Oct 27 19:05:33 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Oct 27 19:05:36 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] South Farms, American Kestrel (2)

Message-ID: <655364.57288.qm@web57110.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  One last note about my Urbana birding this week. The day before yesterday there were two American Kestrels perched on the power lines on the north side of Windsor Road, west of Lincoln Avenue. I noticed a lot of sparrow activity in the same area. Hope the Kestrels didn't make the mistake of dining on an Avitrol-laced bird...

  Bernie Sloan

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Oct 27 19:29:20 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Oct 27 19:30:35 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

In-Reply-To: <228187.43124.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <228187.43124.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882CFEA4C86B@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Bernie:

I believe you!  We had a Red-eyed Vireo stuck in the "velcro" bushes along the power line trail at Busey Woods about 6 weeks ago on a Busey Woods Bird Walk.

Greg Lambeth

________________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan [bgsloan2@yahoo.com]

Sent: Saturday, October 27, 2007 6:59 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

Just wanted to mention that I saw a first-of-season American Tree Sparrow at Busey Woods either Wednesday or Thursday (I was there both days and my memory is failing me).

Also observed a Field Sparrow stuck tight in some burrs and brambles along the power line right-of-way. When I walked up to it, it could barely move. I went back to the Nature Center and convinced a staff member to help out, but by the time we got back to where the bird had been, it was gone. Kind of embarrasing...they were probably thinking "yeah, right, sure there was a bird stuck in the brambles here."  :-)

Bernie Sloan

__________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around

http://mail.yahoo.com

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Oct 27 19:39:48 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Oct 27 19:39:51 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook (10/27)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882CFEA4C86C@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I spent some time at Meadowbrook Park this morning and there was a nice variety of birds in the park.  What was most impressive was the astounding number of Purple Finches.  They seemed to be everywhere and that made counting them a little difficult.  I'm confident that there were at least 45 Purple Finches in the park, but there may have been more like 60 of them.  I can't remember ever seeing that many Purple Finches in one day in Illinois.  I was able to get some reasonably good photos which I'll post on my web site later.

The best flock was in the Southwest corner of the park (near the bunny sculpture) feeding on weeds, shrubs, berries, etc.  A partial list of birds for the morning included the following:  Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks, Hairy Woodpecker, BC Chickadee, WB Nuthatch, Rufous-sided Towhee, Hermit Thrush, White-crowned and White-throated Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Lincoln's Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Ruby-crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets, Yellow-rumped and Orange-crowned Warblers, Carolina and Winter Wrens, Woodcock (3) and 4 Double-crested Cormorants (flyovers).

Greg Lambeth

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Oct 27 22:32:44 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Oct 27 22:32:47 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook (10/27)

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882CFEA4C86C@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <506669.34850.qm@web57103.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Good to know that others are seeing the Woodcocks I saw this week...

  I also had a Lincoln's Sparrow at Meadowbrook earlier this week (Tuesday or Thursday).

  Bernie Sloan

"Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu> wrote:

I spent some time at Meadowbrook Park this morning and there was a nice variety of birds in the park. What was most impressive was the astounding number of Purple Finches. They seemed to be everywhere and that made counting them a little difficult. I'm confident that there were at least 45 Purple Finches in the park, but there may have been more like 60 of them. I can't remember ever seeing that many Purple Finches in one day in Illinois. I was able to get some reasonably good photos which I'll post on my web site later.

The best flock was in the Southwest corner of the park (near the bunny sculpture) feeding on weeds, shrubs, berries, etc. A partial list of birds for the morning included the following: Sharp-shinned and Cooper's Hawks, Hairy Woodpecker, BC Chickadee, WB Nuthatch, Rufous-sided Towhee, Hermit Thrush, White-crowned and White-throated Sparrow, Field Sparrow, Swamp Sparrow, Lincoln's Sparrow, Chipping Sparrow, Ruby-crowned and Golden-crowned Kinglets, Yellow-rumped and Orange-crowned Warblers, Carolina and Winter Wrens, Woodcock (3) and 4 Double-crested Cormorants (flyovers).

Greg Lambeth

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Oct 27 23:16:18 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Oct 27 23:16:21 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Back yard 27 Oct

Message-ID: <30ec30250710272116u5a0f824nc211a2bc149f65db@mail.gmail.com>

Had a RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH at our feeders again, this morning.  Under the

feeders, we had the season's first WHITE-CROWNED SPARROW for our back yard.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20071027/1d1a77b5/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sun Oct 28 00:02:16 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sun Oct 28 00:02:17 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Audubon Trip to Jasper-Pulaski state Park in Indiana to

 see thousands of Sandhill Cranes  10 AM Nov. 3 APNC (NO Sightings)

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0710272332040.28177@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Naturalists and birders,

FYI

This is your chance to see upwards of 10-15 thousand Sandhill Cranes that 

are migrating through Northern Indiana.

We will be Car Pooling from the Anita Purvis Nature Center, in Urbana IL, 

at 10AM Nov. 3rd (Next Saturday) and will travel to Willow Slough

,near Morocco Indiana, for Lunch. (So bring a sack lunch)

Spotting scopes will be available but you might want to bring a pair of 

binoculars and a bird ID book.

There are usually Red headed Woodpeckers and Grebes as well as many hawks 

at Willow Slough.

We will arrive at Jasper Pulaski conservation area about an hour before 

sunset and view the Cranes and other waterfowl until the it is dark.

There is a viewing tower near the nature center which is handicapped 

accesable.

Then we will go over to the marsh.

This will require an easy 2 mile hike over level terrain.

On the way back we usually stop at a small diner in Reynolds Indiana and 

get home about 11 PM..

Be sure to dress apropriately for cold or possible rain. (Let's keep our 

fingers crossed for a sunny day)

Trip will be led by John Chato of the Champaign County Audubon Society.

This is an experience that you will remember for years!

Hope to see you there.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy
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"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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*******************************************************************************

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Oct 28 11:20:11 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Oct 28 11:24:32 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk (10/28)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882CFEA4C86F@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

A frost greeted the 10 birders who participated in the final Busey Woods Bird Walk of the season.  The birds were relatively inactive this morning and the emphasis was on quality over quantity.  We flushed several Woodcocks, had a flyover Osprey and a cooperative Winter Wren.  Otherwise, it really was pretty quiet with just a few other things -- Purple Finches, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Hairy Woodpecker, White-throated Sparrow, White-breasted Nuthatch and BC Chickadee.

I have added the last of my photos to my Busey Woods Bird Walks page for the season.  The slide show can be found at my web site:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Welcome%20.html

Greg Lambeth

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sun Oct 28 22:52:29 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sun Oct 28 22:52:33 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

In-Reply-To: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882CFEA4C86B@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

References: <228187.43124.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>


<F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882CFEA4C86B@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <f5dedd211f196.472512ad@insightbb.com>

Does anybody know what the "velcro" bushes are?

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

Date: Saturday, October 27, 2007 19:31

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

To: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>, "birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Bernie:

> 

> I believe you!  We had a Red-eyed Vireo stuck in the 

> "velcro" bushes along the power line trail at Busey Woods about 

> 6 weeks ago on a Busey Woods Bird Walk.

> 

> Greg Lambeth

> 

> 

> ________________________________________

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [birdnotes-

> bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan 

> [bgsloan2@yahoo.com]Sent: Saturday, October 27, 2007 6:59 PM

> To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Subject: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

> 

> Just wanted to mention that I saw a first-of-season American 

> Tree Sparrow at Busey Woods either Wednesday or Thursday (I was 

> there both days and my memory is failing me).

> 

> Also observed a Field Sparrow stuck tight in some burrs and 

> brambles along the power line right-of-way. When I walked up to 

> it, it could barely move. I went back to the Nature Center and 

> convinced a staff member to help out, but by the time we got 

> back to where the bird had been, it was gone. Kind of 

> embarrasing...they were probably thinking "yeah, right, sure 

> there was a bird stuck in the brambles here."  :-)

> 

> Bernie Sloan

> 

> __________________________________________________

> Do You Yahoo!?

> Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around

> http://mail.yahoo.com

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

-------------- next part --------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Mon Oct 29 01:59:24 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Mon Oct 29 01:59:26 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods mystery plant (velcro bush). (no bird


sightings)

In-Reply-To: <f5dedd211f196.472512ad@insightbb.com>

References: <228187.43124.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>


<F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882CFEA4C86B@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>


<f5dedd211f196.472512ad@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0710290142050.2795@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Charlene,

If these were along the south Powerline (ROW) portion of the boardwalk...

and if they are woody in nature...

I believe your mystery plant is "Prickly Ash" [Zanthoxylum americanun].

These plants are native to this area and have many sticky thorns.

They are a great plant for birds to nest in because they discourage 

predators such as raccoons and possums.

Unfortunately every sword (or thorn) cuts two ways.

Hope this solves your mystery.

Jim :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy
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*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Mon Oct 29 10:07:53 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Mon Oct 29 10:08:01 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Velcro bushes

In-Reply-To: <f5dedd211f196.472512ad@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <920960.56608.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

In my particular instance there appeared to be more than one species of "velcro bush" involved.

  The plants were what I generically refer to as "burrs". The bird was trapped by both fairly large burrs and much smaller ones.

  If anyone wants to take a stab at identifying them, just cross the bridge from the Nature Center and walk straight down the trail under the power lines, and look at the brush to the left of the trail. My trapped bird was about halfway down the trail.

  Bernie Sloan

ckanchor@insightbb.com wrote:

    Does anybody know what the "velcro" bushes are?

  Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

Date: Saturday, October 27, 2007 19:31

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

To: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>, "birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> Bernie:

> 

> I believe you!  We had a Red-eyed Vireo stuck in the 

> "velcro" bushes along the power line trail at Busey Woods about 

> 6 weeks ago on a Busey Woods Bird Walk.

> 

> Greg Lambeth

> 

> 

> ________________________________________

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [birdnotes-

> bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan 

> [bgsloan2@yahoo.com]Sent: Saturday, October 27, 2007 6:59 PM

> To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> Subject: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

> 

> Just wanted to mention that I saw a first-of-season American 

> Tree Sparrow at Busey Woods either Wednesday or Thursday (I was 

> there both days and my memory is failing me).

> 

> Also observed a Field Sparrow stuck tight in some burrs and 

> brambles along the power line right-of-way. When I walked up to 

> it, it could barely move. I went back to the Nature Center and 

> convinced a staff member to help out, but by the time we got 

> back to where the bird had been, it was gone. Kind of 

> embarrasing...they were probably thinking "yeah, right, sure 

> there was a bird stuck in the brambles here."  :-)

> 

> Bernie Sloan

> 

> __________________________________________________

> Do You Yahoo!?

> Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around

> http://mail.yahoo.com

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> 

 __________________________________________________

Do You Yahoo!?

Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around 

http://mail.yahoo.com 

-------------- next part --------------
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URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20071029/dc7ea7ab/attachment.htm

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Mon Oct 29 10:18:14 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Mon Oct 29 10:18:19 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Velcro bushes

In-Reply-To: <920960.56608.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <f5dedd211f196.472512ad@insightbb.com>


<920960.56608.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <f541e9a11e78e.4725b366@insightbb.com>

Bernie,

Thanks....maybe thistle burrs?   Hummingbirds will sometimes get caught in them. Will have to take a look.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>

Date: Monday, October 29, 2007 10:08

Subject: [Birdnotes] Velcro bushes

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> In my particular instance there appeared to be more than one 

> species of "velcro bush" involved.

>    

>   The plants were what I generically refer to as "burrs". 

> The bird was trapped by both fairly large burrs and much smaller ones.

>    

>   If anyone wants to take a stab at identifying them, just 

> cross the bridge from the Nature Center and walk straight down 

> the trail under the power lines, and look at the brush to the 

> left of the trail. My trapped bird was about halfway down the trail.

>    

>   Bernie Sloan

> 

> ckanchor@insightbb.com wrote:

>     Does anybody know what the "velcro" bushes are?

>   Charlene Anchor

> 

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

> Date: Saturday, October 27, 2007 19:31

> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

> To: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>, 

> "birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> 

> > Bernie:

> > 

> > I believe you!  We had a Red-eyed Vireo stuck in the 

> > "velcro" bushes along the power line trail at Busey Woods 

> about 

> > 6 weeks ago on a Busey Woods Bird Walk.

> > 

> > Greg Lambeth

> > 

> > 

> > ________________________________________

> > From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [birdnotes-

> > bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan 

> > [bgsloan2@yahoo.com]Sent: Saturday, October 27, 2007 6:59 PM

> > To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> > Subject: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

> > 

> > Just wanted to mention that I saw a first-of-season American 

> > Tree Sparrow at Busey Woods either Wednesday or Thursday (I 

> was 

> > there both days and my memory is failing me).

> > 

> > Also observed a Field Sparrow stuck tight in some burrs and 

> > brambles along the power line right-of-way. When I walked up 

> to 

> > it, it could barely move. I went back to the Nature Center and 

> > convinced a staff member to help out, but by the time we got 

> > back to where the bird had been, it was gone. Kind of 

> > embarrasing...they were probably thinking "yeah, right, sure 

> > there was a bird stuck in the brambles here."  :-)

> > 

> > Bernie Sloan

> > 

> > __________________________________________________

> > Do You Yahoo!?

> > Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around

> > http://mail.yahoo.com

> > 

> > _______________________________________________

> > Birdnotes mailing list

> > Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> > https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

> > 

> 

> 

>  __________________________________________________

> Do You Yahoo!?

> Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection 

> around 

> http://mail.yahoo.com 

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20071029/5c0ac4d9/attachment-0001.htm

From j.courson at mchsi.com  Mon Oct 29 17:30:46 2007

From: j.courson at mchsi.com (Jeffrey A. Courson)

Date: Mon Oct 29 17:30:58 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Pine Siskins 

Message-ID: <200710292230.l9TMUuKB015004@gserve053.lis.uiuc.edu>

Hello All,

Not sure if others have already posted but, this afternoon I had a large

flock of Pine Siskins descend upon my thistle feeders.  There were at least

30 or more in the flock.

Jeff

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20071029/c550ca32/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Wed Oct 31 01:43:06 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Wed Oct 31 01:43:08 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Velcro bushes Busey Woods (No Sightings)

In-Reply-To: <920960.56608.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <920960.56608.qm@web57107.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0710310110420.18972@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Bernie and others,

Sorry for my tardy visual check of Busey Woods.

I finally got over to APNC yesterday.

After checking the trail under the power line I can't find any plants near 

the trail with "Burrs" where a bird might be trapped.

To begin to reduce the possibilities...

I did not see any mature Burdock with seed spikes with burrs.

I did see some [Hackelia virginiana],a native, with small burrs, 

back in the woods, but these are not shrubs.

There are some alien Japanese Honeysuckle [Lonicera japonica] growing on 

the Prickly Ash and other shrubs.

I also saw some sort of Solidago (Goldenrod) species with a fuzzy seed 

head.

Given my own problems with Hackelia attaching itself to my gloves, and 

pants, I would give it my probability vote for causing trouble for birds.

I would have to see the plant and the seed to be absolutely certain.

I did see a lot more native Spice Bush and PawPaw shrubs in the north 

woods, understory, than in recent years.

On another note

I have an interesting bird nest in a broken topped tree 

at Country Fair Apartments (south of the office) that looks a bit like it 

may have been built by a coopers hawk.

I also saw a "Buckeye" butterfly on a Marigold blossom next to the office.

My latest sighting...

Good birding and butterfly watching!

Jim :)

On Mon, 29 Oct 2007, B.G. Sloan wrote:

> In my particular instance there appeared to be more than one species of "velcro bush" involved.

>

>  The plants were what I generically refer to as "burrs". The bird was trapped by both fairly large burrs and much smaller ones.

>

>  If anyone wants to take a stab at identifying them, just cross the bridge from the Nature Center and walk straight down the trail under the power lines, and look at the brush to the left of the trail. My trapped bird was about halfway down the trail.

>

>  Bernie Sloan

>

> ckanchor@insightbb.com wrote:

>    Does anybody know what the "velcro" bushes are?

>  Charlene Anchor

>

> ----- Original Message -----

> From: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

> Date: Saturday, October 27, 2007 19:31

> Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

> To: "B.G. Sloan" <bgsloan2@yahoo.com>, "birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org" <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

>

>> Bernie:

>>

>> I believe you!  We had a Red-eyed Vireo stuck in the

>> "velcro" bushes along the power line trail at Busey Woods about

>> 6 weeks ago on a Busey Woods Bird Walk.

>>

>> Greg Lambeth

>>

>>

>> ________________________________________

>> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [birdnotes-

>> bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan

>> [bgsloan2@yahoo.com]Sent: Saturday, October 27, 2007 6:59 PM

>> To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>> Subject: [Birdnotes] American Tree Sparrow, Busey Woods

>>

>> Just wanted to mention that I saw a first-of-season American

>> Tree Sparrow at Busey Woods either Wednesday or Thursday (I was

>> there both days and my memory is failing me).

>>

>> Also observed a Field Sparrow stuck tight in some burrs and

>> brambles along the power line right-of-way. When I walked up to

>> it, it could barely move. I went back to the Nature Center and

>> convinced a staff member to help out, but by the time we got

>> back to where the bird had been, it was gone. Kind of

>> embarrasing...they were probably thinking "yeah, right, sure

>> there was a bird stuck in the brambles here."  :-)

>>

>> Bernie Sloan

>>

>> __________________________________________________

>> Do You Yahoo!?

>> Tired of spam? Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around

>> http://mail.yahoo.com

>>

>> _______________________________________________

>> Birdnotes mailing list

>> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>>

>

>

> __________________________________________________

> Do You Yahoo!?

> Tired of spam?  Yahoo! Mail has the best spam protection around

> http://mail.yahoo.com

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy
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