From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Tue Sep  2 06:40:50 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Tue Sep  2 06:41:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook morning--Eastern screech owl,


American woodcock

Message-ID: <111194.68725.qm@web65701.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

On our early morning walk at Meadowbrook, Cathy and I heard the "whinnying" of an Eastern screech owl on the upper reaches of McConnell Creek.? Later on, I saw a woodcock flying across the south prairie.? One lone nighthawk was weaving in and out of the trees along upper Douglas Creek, hawking insects.

Roger Digges
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From jjokela59 at hotmail.com  Tue Sep  2 16:12:03 2008

From: jjokela59 at hotmail.com (Janet Jokela)

Date: Tue Sep  2 16:12:22 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 1st Busey Walk

In-Reply-To: <20080831151520.BJK84157@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20080831151520.BJK84157@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <BAY111-W52AED399C55B51098A17ABAF5F0@phx.gbl>

Dear Birdnoters--

My apologies for the late post: on Sunday morning 8/31, a quick peek in Busey Woods (just over the bridge) also revealed a Black-throated Green Warbler, and then a short ways down the path that runs parallel to the saline branch also had a single silent feeding Blue-winged Warbler, just a little above eye-level in some branches overhanging the path.  The mosquitoes there were fierce. 

Good birding,

Janet Jokela

Champaign> From: jbchato@illinois.edu> To: Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org> Date: Sun, 31 Aug 2008 15:15:20 -0500> CC: > Subject: [Birdnotes] 1st Busey Walk> > Our Sunday morning walks are off to a good start. Perhaps the best birding was from the parking lot. Lured by a variety of species in a dead tree along the Saline, we walked down into Crystal Lake Park. The park however was very quiet.> Returning to Busey Woods, we had several groups of warblers and vireos along the powerline. Returning fall migrants were Willow Flycatcher and several empidonax species; Warbling, Philadephia, and Red-eyed Vireos(red-eyes have spent the summer); Nashville and Black & Wite Warblers; about 6 Redstarts. See Audubon Website (www.champaigncountyaudubon.org) for the complete list.> Most interesting was watching a Chipping Sparrow catch a Painted Lady Butterfly. cut it into bite-size pieces, and feed it to the demanding Cowbird offspring which was 3 times its size. The family also included two young Chipping Sparrows, so these were really industrious parents.> We had great looks at Tiger and Giant Swallowtail butterflies as well as other species feeding on the ironweed, sneezeweed etc in bloom along the powerline. There is a lot of orange jewelweed, complete with Hummingbird. Come join us next Sunday.> > Beth Chato> _______________________________________________> Birdnotes mailing list> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

_________________________________________________________________

See what people are saying about Windows Live.  Check out featured posts.

http://www.windowslive.com/connect?ocid=TXT_TAGLM_WL_connect2_082008
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From ckanchor at comcast.net  Tue Sep  2 21:49:30 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Tue Sep  2 21:49:53 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] 1st Busey Walk

Message-ID: <090320080249.4331.48BDFB3A0009E82C000010EB22007623029D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Skipped content of type multipart/alternative-------------- next part --------------
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From ernscott at illinois.edu  Wed Sep  3 12:23:44 2008

From: ernscott at illinois.edu (Ernesto Scott)

Date: Wed Sep  3 12:23:58 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Avian Photography Lecture

Message-ID: <CB85C096-A166-44C9-8D9D-FE6DA4510765@illinois.edu>

Please forgive this blatant promotional post but....

A few of you know I am a avian photographer and have visited my  

website. And you may already know about this, but I will be  

presenting  a showcase of past images and projects at the Krannert Art  

Museum on Thursday at 6 PM.  The talk is entitled, "Birds as Art".

You are all very welcome to attend.

es

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Thu Sep  4 23:18:53 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Thu Sep  4 23:24:27 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] park closures

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080904230436.020cc180@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

As everyone with access to the News-Gazette knows, Governor Blagojevich is 

trying to close a number of downstate parks and historic sites.  Among 

these are Kickapoo , Weldon Springs, and several Lincoln sites.  The 

Kickapoo and Weldon Springs sites are in Christmas Count circles, rendering 

those counts inacurate.  The idiocy of closing Lincoln sites as we enter a 

year of Lincoln celebration is self evident.  At our meeting this evening, 

CCAS members strongly opposed these actions;  there is a great deal of 

local opposition centered on KIckapoo.  Sign the petition at 

Kickapoo.  Check out the "save Kickapoo" Facebook site.  CALL THE 

GOVERNOR'S OFFICE, 800-642-3112.

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Thu Sep  4 23:24:28 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Thu Sep  4 23:24:32 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Feathered visitor

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080904231857.020d6018@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

When I had finished getting all the stuff from the Audubon meeting tonight 

back into my house, my cat and dog were suddenly very excited about 

something in the living room.  In a moment, I realized that it was a 

bird.  A Carolina wren was flying around in my living room!  It perched, 

very tired, on my entertainment center, and I was able to pick it up; I 

took it outside to the patio.  I decided to just leave it there, out of the 

rain, since I was pretty sure it mostly needed time to rest.  I just hope 

no predator finds it before it flies in the morning.

From regehr5 at aol.com  Fri Sep  5 09:46:27 2008

From: regehr5 at aol.com (regehr5@aol.com)

Date: Fri Sep  5 09:46:54 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] CCAS field trip

Message-ID: <8CADD7D4F76E193-69C-F18@mblk-d10.sysops.aol.com>

Meadowbrook Prairie with Bob Vaiden.? Meet at the Race St. parking lot for Meadowbrook Park (south of

Windsor Road) at 7:30 AM Saturday.? Walk ends at about 9:00 AM.

?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? Elaine Regehr
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From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Wed Sep 10 06:54:48 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Wed Sep 10 06:55:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook--nighthawks, woodcocks and bats, oh, my

Message-ID: <949895.60072.qm@web65702.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

It was a much busier pre-dawn morning than it has been for some days.? I could hear a number of migrating birds calling high overhead.? I'm not very good at nocturnal calls, but some sounded like thrushes.? 

There were a pair of Common Nighthawks hunting in the southeast corner of the park.? They were skimming just above the grasstops, several times approaching within four or five feet of me.? Quite a spectacular show.?? 

There were two American Woodcocks flying fairly high above the southeast corner, almost putting on a modified mating flight, without the peents or the whirring wings.? Another burst out of the trees along Douglas Creek and flew east out of the park.? 

Earlier in the walk, I had seen two bats (sp?)? feeding above the treetops near the confluence of Douglas and McConnell Creeks.

I'm missing the main robin flight out of the orchards now, as I go past too early.? The last two days there have been perhaps 100-200 in the small trees in the prairie and lawn, on the sidewalk and in the grass.? Today, as I walked east on Scovill, I could see them flying out of the park to the north, northeast, and northwest, some settling in nearby trees or yards, most flying on to wherever their breakfast feeding grounds were.? Nice both to see the night shift retire for the day, and the day shift begin!

Roger Digges 
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From jbchato at illinois.edu  Wed Sep 10 21:42:31 2008

From: jbchato at illinois.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Wed Sep 10 21:42:51 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Birdwalk

Message-ID: <20080910214231.BJV24168@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Beth: 

Sorry for not posting on the 2nd Busey Woods Bird Walk. ?Although I am a listserve administrator and registered under now 2 emails accounts (!) I can't post to the list at the moment. 

We wound up with 15 species of warbler: 

Blue-winged Warbler 

Golden-winged Warbler 

Tennessee Warbler 

Parula Warbler 

Black-n-white Warbler 

Blackburnian Warbler 

Chestnut-sided Warbler 

Magnolia Warbler 

Black-throated Green Warbler 

Bay-breasted Warbler 

Canada Warbler 

Wilson's Warbler 

Ovenbird 

Common Yellowthroat 

American Redstart 

And the following: 

Red-eyed Vireo (at least 40) 

White-eyed Vireo 

Philadelphia Vireo 

Swainson's Thrush 

Gray-cheeked Thrush 

Veery 

Common Nighthawk 

Chimney Swift 

Great-crested Flycatcher 

Eastern Wood Pewee 

Red-headed Woodpecker 

Flicker 

Downy Woodpecker 

WB Nuthatch 

House Wren 

Double-crested Cormorant 

Mourning Dove 

Am Goldfinch 

I'm sure we had some other stuff I'm now forgetting. 

Greg 

------------------------------------------------------------------------
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From jbchato at illinois.edu  Wed Sep 10 21:40:44 2008

From: jbchato at illinois.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Wed Sep 10 22:03:32 2008

Subject: Fwd: RE: [Birdnotes] 1st Busey Walk

Message-ID: <20080910214044.BJV24072@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>
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From: "Lambeth, Gregory S" <lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu>

Subject: RE: [Birdnotes] 1st Busey Walk
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Thu Sep 11 02:42:05 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Thu Sep 11 02:42:13 2008

Subject: Fwd: RE: [Birdnotes] 1st Busey Walk

In-Reply-To: <20080910214044.BJV24072@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <20080910214044.BJV24072@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0809110230550.17695@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Naturalists and birders,

Beth's and Greg's posts made me think.

A couple of nights ago 6 of our Master Naturalists went to the Illinois 

Raptor Center in West Decatur.

Jaques Nuzzo mentioned that spraying an insecticide on a harmless "mud 

dobber" wasp nest would result in high Downy Woodpecker mortality.

They reason given was the fact that many Downy woodpeckers drill into the 

hard mud nests in the fall and spring in order to obtain the larvae and 

spiders that they contain.

It is shocking to think of how badly our human population is causing a 

detrimental impact to our birds and our environment.

I had no idea just how detrimental a can of "Raid" could be to one of my 

favorite insectivorous birds.

Jim

PS. Sorry for any cross postings.

On Wed, 10 Sep 2008, John & Beth Chato wrote:

>

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Thu Sep 11 09:11:14 2008

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Thu Sep 11 09:11:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] New Whooping Crane migration route (no sightings)

Message-ID: <413441.35401.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

The 2008 Whooping Crane ultralight migration flight has a target departure date of October 10. This years group of Whoopers will be taking a new route, tracking more to the west to avoid some problems associated with crossing the Appalachian Mountains.

This year's migration route will run the full length of Illinois, rather than veering over into Indiana as it had in the past. See the following for a map of the migration route (note...you have to scroll down to the bottom of the page to see the map):

http://operationmigration.org/mile_makers.htm

Looks like they have some tentative stopovers scheduled for Livingston and Piatt counties.

Bernie Sloan

From roper37 at gmail.com  Mon Sep 15 02:22:36 2008

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Mon Sep 15 02:23:05 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Golden-winged warbler

Message-ID: <9b7905150809150022k5e0e00ebhb8a06256ef881e25@mail.gmail.com>

Hi all,

We had a golden-winged warbler in our yard in Urbana this afternoon for at

least an hour. There was also a yellow-billed cuckoo, an ovenbird, a few

redstarts, two magnolia warblers, and several swainson's thrushes.

Sarah Roper

Urbana
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From ckanchor at comcast.net  Mon Sep 15 21:16:19 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Mon Sep 15 21:16:38 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Time for cardinal fledglings

Message-ID: <091620080216.19270.48CF16F3000EDCA400004B4622070216339D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Had two cardinal fledglings in my yard to day...one being fed by the father and one being fed by the mother. A friend who lives in Urbana had two short-tailed, cardinal fledglings being fed last week by a parent. She didn't know what they were till the parent came....."funny color and a knot on their heads" :-)

Also in the yard today were a redstart and magnolia warblers.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Tue Sep 16 01:58:57 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Tue Sep 16 01:58:59 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Audubon of Illinois trip to Iowa (late report)

In-Reply-To: <091620080216.19270.48CF16F3000EDCA400004B4622070216339D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

References: <091620080216.19270.48CF16F3000EDCA400004B4622070216339D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0809160150110.14168@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birdnoter's,

Beth and Helen are way too humble to tell you how much work they do for 

local birders by helping with an organization called "Audubon of 

Illinois".

I sometimes accompany them on their excursions simply to learn of new 

places and see new birds.

One thing that sticks in my mind for last Saturday was 3 Caspian Terns and 

several types of swallows swirling around Nahant Marsh in Iowa (near the 

Quad Cities).

It always strikes me as extra-ordinary to see any bird go from the air 

into the water as one of the terns did.

Not sure if it got lunch...

But I sure did have a great time!

Jim Hoyt :)

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy
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"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************
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"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Tue Sep 16 05:25:16 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Tue Sep 16 05:26:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Clinton Lake 9/14

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882EA153FC89@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I needed to be in Mahomet on Sunday afternoon anyway, so I decided to venture on to Clinton Lake and see if the hurricane brought anything into the area.  The birding was challenging at times due to flooded roads, wind and rain, but I was able to see most of the lake.  Nothing too unusual, but I did have about 15 Forester's Terns, 500+ Ring-billed Gulls, 200 Double-crested Cormorants and 1 Osprey.  There was also a male Blue Grosbeak near the power plant.

I scanned the lake at Riverbend Forest Preserve on my way back into town and had a lone Avocet on the sandy spit.

There were large numbers of thrushes and warblers in my yard yesterday morning, but I had early morning appointments and no time for birding.

Greg Lambeth

From vaiden at isgs.illinois.edu  Tue Sep 16 08:28:30 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.illinois.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Sep 16 08:30:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <091620080216.19270.48CF16F3000EDCA400004B4622070216339D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90318@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Haven't had any time for lookin' lately, but have at least a pair of

Hummers, a family of Goldfinches (2 young plus parents), and Redstarts

are all over the place.

No sign of large numbers of Monarchs...just the usual 2-3 at any given

moment.

Bob Vaiden
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Tue Sep 16 08:43:01 2008

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Tue Sep 16 08:44:02 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Great day for backyard birds

Message-ID: <c08.476a5deb.360111e5@aol.com>

Yesterday was a great day for yard birds at my  place in south Champaign.  

Here are some of the migrants that I saw during  the day:

Easter Wood Pewee

Olive Sided Flycatcher

Ruby-throated hummingbird

House wren

Red-eyed Vireo

Swainson's thrush

Gray-cheeked thrush

Golden-winged warbler

Tennessee warbler

American redstart

Magnolia warbler

Black-throated green warbler

Black and White warbler

Bay-breasted warbler

Rose-breasted grosbeak

Scarlet tanager

The Olive-sided flycatcher was fun to watch.  It sat at the top of a  dead 

tree in my back yard and hawked insects for over two hours.  They make  some 

pretty impressive flights.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

**************Psssst...Have you heard the news? There's a new fashion blog, 

plus the latest fall trends and hair styles at StyleList.com.      

(http://www.stylelist.com/trends?ncid=aolsty00050000000014)
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue Sep 16 08:54:41 2008

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue Sep 16 08:55:08 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard RBG

Message-ID: <30ec30250809160654y7981069enc1c592175c8c6a20@mail.gmail.com>

Female rose-breasted grosbeak at our feeder just now.  First one I've seen

since mid-May, I believe.

This is also notable as the first fall RBG I can recall seeing in our yard.

See my Birdnotes post of 17 Sep. 2007; while they've been common backyard

visitors for us in the spring, they seem to visit elsewhere when heading

south.

Yesterday we had a warbler I can't figure out.  All yellow underneath, grey

or brown back, wings, and crown, and wing bars.  We're also getting lots of

American redstarts -- unmistakable, and always a lovely visitor.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL 61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20080916/d113c36c/attachment.htm

From vaiden at isgs.illinois.edu  Tue Sep 16 13:40:29 2008

From: vaiden at isgs.illinois.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Sep 16 13:40:35 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <c08.476a5deb.360111e5@aol.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D90703E90319@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

At noon today...

A flock of Cedar Waxwings flying all over the backyard...

Also 1 or 2 small flycatchers, Carolina Wren, a Hummer, a flock of

Goldfinches, and a couple of unidentified warblers...

Bob Vaiden
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Tue Sep 16 21:49:01 2008

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Tue Sep 16 21:49:03 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Audubon of Illinois trip to Iowa (late report) (fwd)

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0809162147430.14751@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Sorry for the mistake.

Please see below...

Jim

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy
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acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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---------- Forwarded message ----------

Date: Tue, 16 Sep 2008 15:02:56 -0500

From: Helen Parker <h-parker@uiuc.edu>

To: James Hoyt <jwhoyt@prairienet.org>

Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] Audubon of Illinois trip to Iowa (late report)

At 01:58 AM 9/16/2008, you wrote:

> Birdnoter's,

> 

> Beth and Helen are way too humble to tell you how much work they do for local 

> birders by helping with an organization called "Audubon of Illinois".

         It's called the Audubon COUNCIL of Illinois, and it's function is to 

act as a coordinating and communicating organization among the various Nat. 

Audubon chapters in the state of Illinois. (The reason we were in Iowa for the 

meeting was that it was hosted by Quad Cities Audubon which straddles the 

border.)

                 --Helen Parker.

> I sometimes accompany them on their excursions simply to learn of new places 

> and see new birds.

> 

> One thing that sticks in my mind for last Saturday was 3 Caspian Terns and 

> several types of swallows swirling around Nahant Marsh in Iowa (near the Quad 

> Cities).

> 

> It always strikes me as extra-ordinary to see any bird go from the air into 

> the water as one of the terns did.

> 

> Not sure if it got lunch...

         agreed--the terns were awesome.  At least one DID get lunch.

                 --Helen

> But I sure did have a great time!

> 

> Jim Hoyt :)

> 

> 

> --

> James Hoyt

> "The Prairie Ant"

> Champaign Co. Audubon

> Illinois Audubon Society

> Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

> Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

> Champaign County Master Gardener

> East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

> Grand Prairie Friends

> Allerton Allies

> Prairie Rivers Network

> The Xerces Society

> The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

> 

> ===============================================================================

> "The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

> ===============================================================================

> 

> *******************************************************************************

> *******************************************************************************

> "The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

> reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

> world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

> acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

> *******************************************************************************

> *******************************************************************************

> 

> _______________________________________________
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> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From jbchato at illinois.edu  Wed Sep 17 20:23:39 2008

From: jbchato at illinois.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Wed Sep 17 20:34:23 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Birds

Message-ID: <20080917202339.BKC35971@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Our Sunday morning walk was virtually rained out. Three of us actually appeared and made a quick, wet tramp throough the woods in pouring rain. We saw virtually nothing but rain drops. Monday morning around 11am the rain finally stopped, and since I was at the Nature Center I checked out the woods. I found 34 species of birds including some new ones for fall. Two Cooper's Hawks were calling to each other, one from the woods and the other from the feeder area by the Center. We looked hard but couldn't see it in the heavy foliage. I suspect they were young birds. The new birds included Mourning Warbler, Scarlet Tanager, and Rosebreasted Grosbeak. Complete list on Audubon Website.

Tuesday morning the Natural Areas Study Group was treated to a greaat Ruby-throated Hummingbird show at Weldon Springs State Park. In a wet area there was a large patch of spotted jewelweed being buzzed by at least a dozen hummers. Interestingly the park staff had set up four hummingbird feeders around the patch; but we didn't see any hummers at the feeders. They preferred the flowers and were also catching gnats.

Beth Chato

From jbchato at illinois.edu  Fri Sep 19 14:33:56 2008

From: jbchato at illinois.edu (John & Beth Chato)

Date: Fri Sep 19 14:34:20 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sunday Busey Walk

Message-ID: <20080919143356.BKE56434@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Birdnoters,

Neither Helen Parker nor I will be on this coming Sunday's Busey walk. Hopefully Greg Lambeth will, but it would be nice if some of you knowledgeable folk showed up as well.

Thanks,

Beth Chato

From brockprice at sbcglobal.net  Fri Sep 19 19:34:41 2008

From: brockprice at sbcglobal.net (Brock Price)

Date: Fri Sep 19 19:34:55 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lake Charleston , Coles County

Message-ID: <811863.23400.qm@web82605.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Got a great treat at Lake Charleston today while fishing.? I observed an Osprey dive and take a fish from the lake.? It then started to fly towards shore when what I thought was another Osprey flew in quickly as if following the 1st Osprey to the shoreline.? It soon became apparent that the 2nd bird was an adult Bald Eagle.? The Eagle chased the Osprey for close to 5 minutes until finally the Osprey dropped the fish.? The Eagle then retrieved the fish from the lake and flew off.? Alot of this happened directly overhead or close by.? Great views with the clear blue sky as a background. The Eagle actually made contact at least 3 times with the Osprey.

?

There is also an Osprey at Homer Lake right now.

?

?
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Sep 21 12:48:48 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Sep 21 12:49:16 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk (9/21)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882EA153FCA3@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

We had about 12 people for the walk this morning and we spent most of our time in Crystal Lake Park where the birds were likely to be more active given the overcast skies.  The birding started out slowly, but it got progressively better as the morning went on and by 9:30am we were running into some pretty big flocks.  We had a large mixed flock near the Lake House and we had great looks at Tennessee Warblers and a Philadelephia Vireo. Later, near the Magic Bridge, we came across another large flock of warbler that included a male Black-throated Blue Warbler first seen by Mark Koster.  We wound up with a total of 16 species of warbler -- here's the list:

Tennessee                      40

Redstart                          35

Magnolia                         55

Nashville                         1

Black-n-white                 10

Blackburnian                    1

Chestnut-sided               12

Bay-breasted                  10

Yellow-rumped                 1

Wilson's                           2

Black-throated Green       7

Black-throated Blue          1

Ovenbird                            3

Northern Waterthrush      2

Common Yellowthroat       1

Parula Warbler                  1

Other species included a Peregrine Falcon flyover at Anita Purves after the walk.  Here's the remainder of the list:  Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Yellow-shafted Flicker, White-breasted Nuthatch, Swainson's Thrush, Wood Thrush, Philadelphia Vireo, Red-eyed Vireo, House Wren, House Finch, Cedar Waxwing (225), Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Robin, Common Grackle, Chimney Swift, Eastern Wood Pewee, Empid, Eastern Kingbird, Cuckoo sp, Rose-beasted Grosbeak, Cooper's Hawk, Common Crow, Blue Jay, Ruby-crowned Kinglet and Scarlet Tanager.  Rock Pigeon, Starling and House Sparrow were also seen.

Greg Lambeth

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Tue Sep 23 06:36:51 2008

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Tue Sep 23 06:37:11 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Great horned owls, nighthawk at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <271687.8475.qm@web65709.mail.ac4.yahoo.com>

Heard a pair of Great Horned Owls calling to each other in the Forestry early this morning (around 5:45).? It sounded like a male and female.? They kept the conversation going until I was out of earshot.? 

For the second morning in a row I was buzzed by Common Nighthawks on the east side of the main prairie.? Yesterday morning there were a pair who flew over the southeast corner.? This morning one passed a foot or two over my head as I descended the slope north of the wildflower overlook.

Other than waking robins in the orchard roost and crickets, the place was otherwise pretty quiet.

Roger Digges
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From ckanchor at comcast.net  Tue Sep 23 21:43:33 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Tue Sep 23 21:43:40 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Riverbend field trip

Message-ID: <092420080243.26961.48D9A954000E07770000695122007589429D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

Saturday 5 folks experienced the peace and quiet of Riverbend, although that's not what we had in mind. One of the participants commented that the previous 1-2 weeks had been very birdy at Riverbend.  Many birds apparently must have just left. Seen and/or heard were the following:

Double-crested Cormorant (One flew low to the east and a little later, one flew back low to the west.  I assumed it was the same one.)

Great Blue Heron

Canada Goose (a small flock)

Mallard (male with 2 females)

Wild Turkey (one person saw it in the low lands west of the entry road along the river)

Killdeer

Unidentified shorebirds (Also a small number of shorebirds but so far away that even a scope was little help.  A couple appeared to have dark breasts - Ruddy Turnstones?  Don't know)

Barred Owl (2 were dueting around 10:00 AM.)

Chimney Swift

Red-bellied Woodpecker

Downy Woodpecker

Hairy Woodpecker

Northern Flicker

Eastern Wood Pewee

Unidentified flycatcher

Yellow-throated Vireo

Red-eyed Vireo

Blue Jay

American Crow

Black-capped Chickadee

Tufted Titmouse

White-breasted Nuthatch

Carolina Wren

Swainson's Thrush

American Robin

Gray Catbird

European Starling

Cedar Waxwing (There were a lot around in mixed flocks of adults and juveniles in different stages)

Golden-winged, Tennessee, Black-throated Green, Black-and-White Warblers (Thought a Nashville was seen but didn't write it down if it was)

American Redstart

Song Sparrow

Northern Cardinal

Rose-breasted Grosbeak

Indigo Bunting

American Goldfinch

Charlene Anchor
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Wed Sep 24 16:52:33 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Wed Sep 24 16:54:47 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Chimney  Swifts

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882EA153FCA5@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I had a large flock of Chimney Swifts (75) circling over downtown Urbana this afternoon around 4:45pm.  I also had a few smaller groups of 5-6 flying in a line directly to the South.  It looks like these birds are on the move and we should expect that last ones to be gone by October 15th.

Greg Lambeth

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Wed Sep 24 22:57:02 2008

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Wed Sep 24 22:57:46 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Breakfast with the birds

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20080924225055.020f4bc8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

The Urbana Park District and  Chanpaign County Audubon are sponsoring 

"Breakfast with the Birds this Saturday, Sept. 27.  This will involve a 

Busey Woods bird walk, starting at 7:30 a.m., beverages and food in the 

Nature center, and pictures from the Thayer "birds of Illinois" disk being 

shown.  The catch--you must call the Nature Center (384-4062)by tomorrow, 

Sept. 25, to let them know you are coming.  We can't feed you if we don't 

know that you'll be there!  So please, if you want to come, call in ASAP!



--Helen Parker

From regehr5 at aol.com  Thu Sep 25 15:23:33 2008

From: regehr5 at aol.com (regehr5@aol.com)

Date: Thu Sep 25 15:24:21 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park

Message-ID: <8CAED63B79EB425-FA4-194F@WEBMAIL-MC02.sysops.aol.com>

A red-headed woodpecker flew down to pick something off the road in front of my car this

morning and flew back up to an oak in Crystal Lake Park.? I had entered from Park St.

and was passing the grove of tall oaks just past the entrance.

This is the first of that species I have seen for some time in the park.

??????????????????????????????????????????????????? Elaine Regehr
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From petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu  Thu Sep 25 15:31:30 2008

From: petrov at mrl.uiuc.edu (Ivan Petrov)

Date: Thu Sep 25 15:31:48 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] birding weekend in Sweden

References: <8CAED63B79EB425-FA4-194F@WEBMAIL-MC02.sysops.aol.com>

Message-ID: <9EADC1E53F9C70479BF65593703691149934E7@mrlnt6.mrl.uiuc.edu>

I had a chance to spend some hours birding in a nature preserve in Sweden. It was rainy and cloudy but it was great fun.

Here are some pictures.

greetings

Ivan

http://ivanp.smugmug.com/gallery/6058535_evkGt#379785773_E5NFW

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Sep 27 20:23:49 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Sep 27 20:24:05 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Curtis Road Shorebirds

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882EA153FCA8@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I got a call from Rob Kanter this afternoon telling me there were a lot of shorebirds at the flooded fields on Curtis Road just West of I-57.  I met up with Rob around 5pm and we spent about 45 minutes looking over the mudflats.  We ended up with 10 species of shorebirds, including a fairly distant Buff-breasted Sandpiper.  This spot is certainly worth checking out the next several weeks, but a scope is essential to see much of anything of the Westernmost field.

Her's the list:

Killdeer                             75

Lesser Yellowlegs            12

Stilt Sandpiper                  6

Short-billed Dowitcher      1

Golden Plover                    2

Pectoral Sandpiper            4

Least Sandpiper                  8

Semipalmated Sandpiper     3

Baird's Sandpiper                   1

Wilson's Snipe                        4

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Sep 27 20:25:51 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Sep 27 20:28:00 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Buff-breasted Sandpiper

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882EA153FCA9@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I left Buff-breasted Sandpiper off the main list  -- thus, we had 11 species at Curtis Road.  I added a Spotted Sandpiper at the Dairy Farms in Urbana making the total 12 species.

Greg

________________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Lambeth, Gregory S [lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu]

Sent: Saturday, September 27, 2008 8:23 PM

To: birdnotes@prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Curtis Road Shorebirds

I got a call from Rob Kanter this afternoon telling me there were a lot of shorebirds at the flooded fields on Curtis Road just West of I-57.  I met up with Rob around 5pm and we spent about 45 minutes looking over the mudflats.  We ended up with 10 species of shorebirds, including a fairly distant Buff-breasted Sandpiper.  This spot is certainly worth checking out the next several weeks, but a scope is essential to see much of anything of the Westernmost field.

Her's the list:

Killdeer                             75

Lesser Yellowlegs            12

Stilt Sandpiper                  6

Short-billed Dowitcher      1

Golden Plover                    2

Pectoral Sandpiper            4

Least Sandpiper                  8

Semipalmated Sandpiper     3

Baird's Sandpiper                   1

Wilson's Snipe                        4

Greg Lambeth

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Sep 28 14:32:37 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Sep 28 14:32:46 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Curtis Road Shorebirds 9/28

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882EA153FCAA@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

I checked out the Curtis Road shorebird site late this morning and what a difference a day makes!  The water was significantly lower and there was a big changeover in birds.  The only new specie was a lone Greater Yellowlegs.  There are now 56 Golden Plovers there, but some birds seem to have departed (or maybe they are on the big pond you can't see).  The surprise was a Northern Harrier flying over one of the ponds.  I was unable to relocate the Buff-breasted Sandpiper.  Here's the list:

Greater Yellowlegs          1

Lesser Yellowlegs             18

Stilt Sandpiper                  6

Wilson's Snipe                   2

Killdeer                           45

Least Sandpiper             15

Pectoral Sandpiper         3

Spotted Sandpiper           2

Golden Plover                  56

I also stopped by the Mormom Swine Ponds (or what's left of them) on campus.  All of the buildings are completely gone and the site looks very barren at the moment.  The ponds themselves are high, presumably because of the rains two weeks ago.  The area should be reasonably good for sparrows in a few weeks as there are still weed fields in the area.  I didn't find a single shorebird, but I was surprised by the ducks on the ponds.  It's seems pretty early for some of these birds, but here's the list:

Pintail                    2

Am. Widgeon         2

Blue-winged Teal    12

Green-winged Teal    2

Wood Duck                 8

Shoveler                     6

Mallard                       30

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Sep 28 14:54:15 2008

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Sep 28 15:25:19 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk (9/28)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882EA153FCAB@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

The Busey Woods Bird Walk was the Crystal Lake Park Bird Walk this morning -- although it would have been good to have spent some time in Busey, only one of us had the energy to forge ahead after 3.5 hours at Crystal Lake Park (and it wasn't me).  We had about 12 birders to start and it was another good day.  We wound up with a total of 14 species of warbler and 4 species of vireos, plus our first White-throated Sparrows, Yellow-bellied Sapsucker and Red-breasted Nuthatches of the year.  Although the birding was reasonably good, the lighting was poor early in the morning and the birding picked up as the day went on (we found our first big flock around 9:30am again this week).

Heres' the warbler list:

Black-n-white Warbler          2

Yellow-rumped Warbler        12

Bay-breasted Warbler             5

Tennessee Warbler                9

Nashville                                  10

Magnolia                                  12

Golden-winged Warbler            1

Wilson's Warbler                      1

Ovenbird                                 5

Northern Waterthrush             1

Parula Warbler                       1

Chestnut-sided Warbler         3

Black-throated Green Warbler  3

American Redstart                     6

Vireos:

Blue-headed Vireo                      2

Yellow-throated Vireo                2

Philadelphia Vireo                        2

Red-eyed Vireo                           1

Other species included Gray-cheeked and Swainson's Thrush, Flicker, Downy Woodpecker, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Ruby-crowned Kinglet, Cedar Waxwing, Great-blue Heron, Belted Kingfisher, Chimney Swift, Blue Jay, Grackle, Crow, E. Wood Pewee, White-breasted Nuthatch, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Catbird and Brown Thrasher.

The group was surprised to see that the honeysuckle stand near the Carle Hospital Parking Lot has been removed.  Thankfully, the shrub row that runs between the lot and park remains -- at least for now.  This little corner of the park has often been quite good for birding and sits adjacent to two of the best areas in the park -- the brushy hillside near the Lake House and the trees that line the lake between the Lake House and the 2nd bridge.  The small honeysuckle stand has been a favorite of Ovenbirds, Mourning Warblers, Kentuckys, Thrushes, Thrashers, etc. for years.  It's sad to see it go, but hopefully there are plans for something new (and not just more lawn).

Greg Lambeth

From ckanchor at comcast.net  Mon Sep 29 09:06:15 2008

From: ckanchor at comcast.net (ckanchor@comcast.net)

Date: Mon Sep 29 09:13:15 2008

Subject: [Birdnotes] Buffalo Trace Sedge Wrens and a few others

Message-ID: <092920081406.5481.48E0E0D700080E310000156922135396539D01080C020E050C@comcast.net>

On Friday (9/26) I went to Buffalo Trace to do a nestbox inventory. When I first arrived, other than surprisingly seeing 2 chasing KESTRALS, it was very quiet where I was. Later while bent over cutting grass around a box, I saw something nearby. It turned out to be a SEDGE WREN close by...then 2, then 3 and later 4.  They were low, in and out of a thistle plant (the small kind not the tall ones) about 4 feet from me. I stood quietly for about 10 minutes watching them thinking I would scare them away if I moved. They would come out and look at me (at this point about 3 feet away!!) and go back. They would also take short, hopping flights of about 5-10 feet until they were about 40-50 feet away and then return to the thistle "bush." I was amazed at their smallness and their curiosity of me. At one point I extended my clippers to see if they might land on them but they didn't.  Finally I went back to work and they continued to stay around. They did a lot of calling, no songs. A!

 t one p

oint, one who was close to me, made a soft, buzzy sound (different from their song) which, if I hadn't been so close, I would never have heard. Also I'm sure if I had heard it I never would have related it to a bird sound. I kept thinking the reasons why they might have been juveniles.....they were in an area where I saw adults singing and staying after they had arrived (but not where I saw nest building taking place); they stayed near me and didn't fly off (wouldn't adults go elsewhere?); they all stayed together?; they only called and never sang. I looked up plumage differences when I got home and it only said the juveniles were more pale. They seemed more pale but was I wishful thinking? While watching them I looked at their heads closely and there was hardly a hint of an eyebrow...but then even in adults there is little. The black and white back stripings were not as striking as those in the few adults I've seen. But I couldn't be sure. Anyways, it was a remarkable (for !

 me) exp

erience being able to be so close to them.  After 30 minutes I had to go. I left and they stayed :-) 

By the time I headed back to the car it had warmed up and I started seeing a few warblers...MAGNOLIA, BLACK-and-WHITE, BLACK-THROATED GREEN, TENNESSEE. There were others up high but I couldn't stay. I did spot my first-of-the-season BROWN CREEPER and YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER.  Earlier I had heard bluebirds singing. When I got to the Crowley Road parking lot, I saw 2 EASTERN BLUEBIRDS quietly perched in one of the small, newer planted trees. They were a mix of adult and juvenile plumage and were looking pretty motley....and a joy to see! I felt I had a special morning. 

Charlene Anchor
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