From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Sep  1 01:18:47 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Sep  1 01:18:54 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 31 August

Message-ID: <30ec30250708312318g14d362d5ud164249ea7145c3d@mail.gmail.com>

Standing for 15 minutes or so in our backyard early this evening, before

dusk, I eventually saw at least 4 hummingbirds at once ? perhaps as many as

6.  (Tabulated using standard census methodology:  count the wings and

divide by two.)  Our feeders would intermittently have an individual

customer, but the main attraction was the extensive flowering vines ? I

believe they're Trumpet Vine or Creeper (Campsis radicans) ? on the

trellises on the sides of and over the back patio of our neighbors, the

Lampmans (INHS entomologist).  The birds get some nectar, but may spend even

more time perched, scanning the surrounding air for insects to hawk.  Not

surprisingly, aerial spats between pairs of birds are common.

A little after watching the hummingbirds, I saw something I'd not observed

before: two downy woodpeckers engaged in a similar aerial spat, apparently

over access to our suet cage.

Non-bird sighting: While out back, something that I've occasionally seen

from our window, but never this close.  A shrew, twisting and tumbling

through the grass and creeping charlie.  Many of you have probably read

about their blast-furnace metabolisms ? in the same ballpark as that of

hummingbirds, if memory serves.  They certainly move like a creature that

never knows a moment of calm in its life.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070901/fced290c/attachment.htm

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sat Sep  1 14:14:17 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sat Sep  1 14:14:20 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard nuthatch

Message-ID: <30ec30250709011214n111c895bpd02b81553a635a3a@mail.gmail.com>

12:55 p.m. Sat., 1 Sep. 2007

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

At suet and birdbath.  Life bird for me (just narrowly missed sighting one

on a number of occasions previously), and, of course, a backyard first

here.  Exciting to see; good clear view.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070901/02a648ae/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Sep  1 22:31:00 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Sep  1 22:31:02 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Lake of the Woods (1976) conservation area

In-Reply-To: <30ec30250709011214n111c895bpd02b81553a635a3a@mail.gmail.com>

References: <30ec30250709011214n111c895bpd02b81553a635a3a@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0709012214460.26542@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Thought I heard a rain crow this evening (otherwise known as a Yellow 

Billed Cuckoo) which I had thought I had sighted earlier...

A couple of strange sightings on trail 3 (or for purists Buffalo Trace) 

just south the new prairie restoration.

I saw a couple of birds which looked like indigo buntings except they only 

had blue feathers on the lower back and tail. They also had speckaled 

breasts, and eye ring, and a possible orange tinge to their bellies.

Lazuli(?)...

Another interesting sighting was nuthatches, chickadees, and the 

aforementioned bunting-like birds in the same area with some flycatchers.

I have only seen these together in Winter...

Later I saw some cardinal bunches along with some small flocks of 

startlings.

Good Birding,

Jim :)

PS. Saw a small ant hill along the creek too...

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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*******************************************************************************

From lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com  Sun Sep  2 15:43:08 2007

From: lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com (Linda Case)

Date: Sun Sep  2 15:43:16 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Saw-whet Owl at Allerton?

In-Reply-To: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0709012214460.26542@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <00bb01c7eda1$df2526e0$6500a8c0@vegan2>

Greetings - 

Mike and I did an early morning run and then a hike out at Allerton today

and heard (but did not see) what we are pretty sure was a Northern Saw-Whet

Owl.  We stopped and listened for more than a minute and the bird called the

entire time.  We agreed upon the cadence, sound, etc. to be certain that we

would remember it when we came home. At the time, I thought it was either a

Black-billed Cuckoo or a Saw-whet as they sound somewhat similar to me. We

hear Saw-whets up in Maine, but not often enough for me to feel confident in

identifying them.  However, when we came home and looked it up on Thayers we

both agreed that the call we heard was the Saw-whet and not the Cuckoo.

I know that others have reported seeing Northern Saw-whet owls at Allerton,

but did not know if anyone has had a sighting this year.  The spot that we

heard the bird was on the trail that has the "Last Centaur". We were about

1/4 mile southwest of the Centaur, running northeast and the bird was

located somewhere in the forest to our left (north), toward the road.

We are planning more Allerton outings this fall so hope to hear (and maybe

see!) this bird again.

Linda

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

(217) 586-4864

www.autumngoldconsulting.com

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu 

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Sep  2 19:49:51 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Sep  2 19:49:53 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 1 September

Message-ID: <30ec30250709021749t1f8d4715y6ebbaccbfaf64180@mail.gmail.com>

A RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH appeared again today, about 12:15.

Very common guests at our birdbath these days are juvenile robins.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Sep  2 20:52:58 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Sep  2 20:53:00 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Saw-whet Owl at Allerton?

References: <00bb01c7eda1$df2526e0$6500a8c0@vegan2>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CCD@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

Linda:

Thank you for reporting this sighting (hearing).  It is definitely a possibility that you had a Saw Whet at Allerton, although it would almost certainly be a summering (breeding ?) bird and not a fall migrant.  The earliest fall migrants arrive in October per Bohlen and this would be at least a month before the earliest fall records.  On the other hand, Saw Whets bred in Allerton in 1966 (again, per Bohlen) and have wintered in the park as recently as 2005-2006.  I had Saw Whet pellets at Allerton at several locations this fall indicating birds were moving through the park, but I never located a wintering bird there this year.  Nevertheless, birds have wintered in the recent past and it wouldn't surprise me if a bird decided to remain and breed if it found the habitat suitable.  It is defiinitely worth exploring the area more carefully in the next several weeks to see if a bird and juveniles can be located.

Greg Lambeth

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Linda Case

Sent: Sun 9/2/2007 3:43 PM

To: 'Birdnotes'

Subject: [Birdnotes] Northern Saw-whet Owl at Allerton?

Greetings - 

Mike and I did an early morning run and then a hike out at Allerton today

and heard (but did not see) what we are pretty sure was a Northern Saw-Whet

Owl.  We stopped and listened for more than a minute and the bird called the

entire time.  We agreed upon the cadence, sound, etc. to be certain that we

would remember it when we came home. At the time, I thought it was either a

Black-billed Cuckoo or a Saw-whet as they sound somewhat similar to me. We

hear Saw-whets up in Maine, but not often enough for me to feel confident in

identifying them.  However, when we came home and looked it up on Thayers we

both agreed that the call we heard was the Saw-whet and not the Cuckoo.

I know that others have reported seeing Northern Saw-whet owls at Allerton,

but did not know if anyone has had a sighting this year.  The spot that we

heard the bird was on the trail that has the "Last Centaur". We were about

1/4 mile southwest of the Centaur, running northeast and the bird was

located somewhere in the forest to our left (north), toward the road.

We are planning more Allerton outings this fall so hope to hear (and maybe

see!) this bird again.

Linda

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

(217) 586-4864

www.autumngoldconsulting.com

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu 

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From smithsje at egix.net  Mon Sep  3 09:00:04 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Mon Sep  3 08:04:51 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Nest box results for the 2007 season.

Message-ID: <200709031304.l83D4iHC016517@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-09-03

-------------- next part --------------

A non-text attachment was scrubbed...

Name: BIRD NEST BOX SUMMARY FOR 2007.doc

Type: application/octet-stream

Size: 20480 bytes

Desc: not available
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Sep  3 15:35:16 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Sep  3 15:39:47 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East main backyard & Backyard nuthatch

References: <30ec30250709011214n111c895bpd02b81553a635a3a@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D9070310BE80@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Still waiting for my first R B Nuthatch!  

Hummer activity has reached what MUST be a frenzied peak!  Goldfinches all over prairie areas, Carolina Wren singing, Catbird skulking... Redstart and Wilsons Warbler.

Butterflies abundant!  Another Giant Swallowtail, plus the usual Black and Tiger, R-S Purple, Painted Lady, etc...

Took out an Orb spider web this morning...THAT'LL teach 'em to build in the middle of walkways...

...took me 5 minutes to get it all off :(

Bob Vaiden

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of Brian Threlkeld

Sent: Sat 9/1/2007 2:14 PM

To: Birdnotes

Cc: Weir, Tom

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard nuthatch

12:55 p.m. Sat., 1 Sep. 2007

RED-BREASTED NUTHATCH

At suet and birdbath.  Life bird for me (just narrowly missed sighting one on a number of occasions previously), and, of course, a backyard first here.  Exciting to see; good clear view. 

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu 

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Thu Sep  6 07:35:58 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Thu Sep  6 07:36:03 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] "Busey Woods" Bird Walk 9/02

References: <00bb01c7eda1$df2526e0$6500a8c0@vegan2>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CD0@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

The first Busey Woods Bird Walk of the season was on Sunday and we had about 20 birders sorting through a respectable number of confusing fall warblers.  We spent all of our time in Crystal Lake Park because that's where the birds have been recently.  We eventually came up with 10 species of warbler and some birds were relatively cooperative, allowing us to talk about field marks.  

Warbler List:

Redstart

Blackpoll

Bay-breasted

Black-n-White

Blackburnian

Chestnut-sided

Black-throated Green

Black-throated Blue (1 female)

Magnolia

Wilson's

In addition, we had Red-eyed Vireo, Blue-gray Gnatcatcher, Swainson's Thrush, Red-headed and Hairy Woodpecker, White-breasted and Red-breasted Nuthatch, E. Wood Pewee, Empid (likey at Least), Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Catbird, Great-blue Heron and Yellow-shafted Flicker.

I will be keeping a photo blog of the bird walks this fall which can be viewed at my web site. If you visit, you'll notice that I've included some photos taken at Busey Woods before the first walk this fall and that butterflies have been more cooperative than birds.

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Welcome%20.html

Greg Lambeth

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Fri Sep  7 21:20:46 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Fri Sep  7 21:20:49 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] O.T....Adult Raptor Camp

Message-ID: <fd2e9d612707.46e1c0ae@insightbb.com>

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070907/ce17d02d/attachment.htm
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An embedded message was scrubbed...

From: Director's Desk at the IRC <illinoisraptorcenter@insightbb.com>
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Url: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070907/ce17d02d/attachment.eml

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Sat Sep  8 12:03:54 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Sat Sep  8 12:03:57 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Mahomet Grosbeak - 9/08

Message-ID: <fc8ead871265.46e28faa@insightbb.com>

Went to the Conservation Area off Crowley Rd briefly this A.M. to check on 1 remaining box with eggs. The box is only a short distance north of the scraggly hedgerow where I saw the Blue Grosbeak. I didn't expect to see one again this morning. But I did! A male was sitting in a partially dead tree. It chased after a bird in the same tree which turned out to be a Swainson's Thrush. The Grosbeak returned. There were a couple of juvenile Robins together (the juvenile robins were everywhere)  and the Grosbeak chased them as well. It may or may not be the same Grosbeak but it was in the same spot as the previous one.

I didn't go very far and I didn't see or hear any prairie birds. Field Sparrows were still singing and there were some juveniles in the grasses. Barn Swallows flying low. An adult Goldfinch seen feeding a fledgling.

Charlene Anchor

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070908/5a4de65e/attachment.htm

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Sep  8 16:41:19 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Sep  8 16:41:21 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Jim Landing's passing (No Sightings)

In-Reply-To: <1189238235.660.98511.m39@yahoogroups.com>

References: <1189238235.660.98511.m39@yahoogroups.com>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0709081610080.2677@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

Thanks to Steve Bailey for his post.

I don't think that I ever met Jim Landing but I thoroughly enjoyed his 

musings and "Grumblings" and will miss them.

There was a good article in the "Illinois Steward" about the Grant Park 

area a while back.

Downstate, here at Urbana Crystal Lake Park, we have a small hidden 

bridge.

It spans a small channelized stream and is screened by Hackberry, walnut, 

and Honeysuckle.

A gurgling sound can be heard as the shallow water winds its way around 

broken concrete, rocks, and tree roots.

We call it "The Magic Bridge".

Many warblers can be seen in the wee hours of the morning, during 

migration, adding their music to this partially secluded "Magic" place.

I think that Brian Guarantee coined the name in honor of of its namesake 

om Chicago.

I will always remember Jim's posts from all these years 

when I walk the "Magic Bridge".

Good birding!

Jim Hoyt

Champaign-Urbana Illinois

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Audubon Of Illinois

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

From threlkster at gmail.com  Sun Sep  9 01:31:14 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Sun Sep  9 01:31:16 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard warblers, 8 Sep.

Message-ID: <30ec30250709082331n5f64b398ja3c62adc58252eab@mail.gmail.com>

OVENBIRD

Along our back fence early Saturday afternoon.  In the shade, under heavily

overcast skies, it was hard to ID in the poor light; I was wondering if it

was a brown thrush.  The cocked-up tail was one suggestive feature, and

eventually I was able to see the crown stripes.

AMERICAN REDSTART

I spotted several individuals today; first I've seen them in the backyard

for quite a while.

I've been seeing greenish warblers in the foliage; they could be Tennessees,

but it's hard to get a good look at them.  We're also seeing lots of house

finches and robins, and the big fledgling cardinals keep begging food from

the parents.  Downy woodpeckers are at the suet regularly, and hummingbirds

keep battling avidly to control the feeders.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

-------------- next part --------------
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URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070909/051ac051/attachment.htm

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Sep  9 11:26:00 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Sep  9 11:26:03 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] 17 Warblers on Busey Woods Walk

References: <fc8ead871265.46e28faa@insightbb.com>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CD5@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

The birding was a little slow at the beginning of the bird walk this morning, but things picked up considerably as the overcast skies cleared and the sun came out.  We had a total of 11 species of warbler in Busey Woods followed up by 6 more species at Crystal Lake Park.  The best bird(s) were 2 male BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLERS in Busey Woods.  The birds were just across the bridge from Anita Purves, along the trail to the left that goes along the Saline Branch.  They were low to the ground feeding in the brush piles (thanks, Derek).  There was also a major Thush migration that was especially evident at Crystal Lake Park where I had more than 50 Swainson's plus Gray-cheeked, Veery and Wood Thrush.  Here's the warbler list:

Golden-winged     1

Tennessee            4

Nashville               1

Chestnut-sided     3

Magnolia               25

Black-throated Blue     2

Black-throated Green  2

Blackburnian          1

Bay-breasted           16

Blackpoll                2

Black-n-white           12

Redstart                 30

Ovenbird               10

Northern Waterthrush    1

Mourning Warbler        1

Wilson's Warbler           3

Canada Warbler           1

Other species included:  Green Heron, Belted Kingfisher, Canada Goose, Mourning Dove, Rock Pigeon, Chimney Swift, Ruby-throated Hummingbird, Red-bellied Woodpecker, Downy Woodpecker, Hairy Woodpecker, Yellow-shafted Flicker, Eastern Wood Pewee, Yellow-bellied Flycatcher, Red-eyed Vireo, Blue Jay, Am Crow, Purple Martin, Chickadee sp, Red-breasted Nuthatch, White-breasted Nuthatch, House Wren, Eastern Bluebird, Am Robin, Cedar Waxwing, Chipping Sparrow, Cardinal, Rose-breasted Grosbeak, House Finch, Am Goldfinch, Baltimore Oriole, House Sparrow and Starling.  

We also had quite a few interesting insects on the walk.  I'll be posting some new photos on my web site shortly:

http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Welcome%20.html

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Sep  9 19:06:36 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Sep  9 19:10:37 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Parula at Busey; Nighthawks

References: <fc8ead871265.46e28faa@insightbb.com>


<422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CD5@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CD8@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

I went back to Busey Woods this evening for about 45 minutes and added a Parula Warbler.  It was next to the Anita Purves Center along with anotherr 5-6 species of warbler, including about 8-10 Redstarts.  That brings the total to 18 species of warbler for the day.  There is a dead animal in the Saline Branch about 50-75 yards down from the bridge.  I can't tell for sure, but it looks like a deer or cow.  The odor was pretty strong.  Unless somebody removes it, birding will be a little unpleasant around the bridge for awhile.

I then had a flock of 40 Nighthawks circling over my home on Delaware Avenue in Urbana at dusk.

Greg Lambeth

From LewsaderBud at aol.com  Sun Sep  9 20:26:05 2007

From: LewsaderBud at aol.com (LewsaderBud@aol.com)

Date: Sun Sep  9 20:26:14 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Night Hawks

Message-ID: <d14.135adf74.3415f72d@aol.com>

This evening at 5.00pm, on my way  home from the grocery store.  I saw about 

50 Night Hawks Flying over route  150 just west of Danville. At the "Colonial 

Manor" Nursing Home.

                                                                        Bud 

Lewsader

************************************** See what's new at http://www.aol.com

-------------- next part --------------

An HTML attachment was scrubbed...

URL: https://mail.prairienet.org/pipermail/birdnotes/attachments/20070909/42cd51c5/attachment.htm

From grillo at uiuc.edu  Sun Sep  9 21:37:26 2007

From: grillo at uiuc.edu (Holger Braun)

Date: Sun Sep  9 21:37:28 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] shorebirds - south farm area / swine ponds

Message-ID: <20070909213726.AWX78879@expms4.cites.uiuc.edu>

Sunday 5 - 6.30 pm.

Most of them were too far away, so this is a very short and incomplete list:

Killdeer - several flying around

Semipalmated Plover - 1

Greater Yellowlegs - 1 or 2

Spotted Sandpiper - at least 1

Solitary Sandpiper - at least 2 or 3

Least Sandpiper - at least about 10

If anybody goes there with a spotting scope I would like to join them. Unfortunately I left mine in Germany.

And around 6 pm there were many Nighthawks flying around close to Windsor Road.

Holger

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Sun Sep  9 22:36:03 2007

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Sun Sep  9 22:36:10 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Sunday

Message-ID: <c7b.17d40457.341615a3@aol.com>

Great weekend for migrants.  I had about 8 Swainson's thrush in my yard 

yesterday morning plus a number of different warblers.  Had a pair of Scarlet 

tanagers also.  This morning there were 5 or 6 Bay breasted warblers in my pine 

trees.

    My list of warblers from UI Forestry and Meadowbrook today was similar to 

the list for Busey Woods, although I missed Blackpoll and Canada.  Did have a 

Mourning warbler and also one Wilson's warbler.  Had my first couple of 

Gray-cheeked thrush today to go along with lots of Swainson's thrush. There were 

good numbers of Rose-breasted grosbeaks.  At the swine pond saw a Northern 

harrier and two Kestrels apparently migrating south.  Also a Eastern kingbird was 

around the barns.  Shorebirds similar to what was previously reported although 

I also had a Lesser Yellowlegs.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

************************************** See what's new at http://www.aol.com
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Sep 10 10:41:39 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Sep 10 10:41:48 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <c7b.17d40457.341615a3@aol.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688CF@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Didn't do any deliberate looking, but we were out in the backyard all

Sunday afternoon, and the Redstarts were all over the place.  I don't

know how many...probably at least 5 or 6.

Hummers were active...one obvious male, several apparent females (would

this year's males still look like females?). 

At one point a Coopers Hawk swooped through a couple yards, dropped

right to the ground, then lifted off again in pursuit of a rabbit.

Finally sighted some NIGHTHAWKS from the yard this year...a number of

them passed overhead.  I don't know if we saw dozens, or the same 5 or 6

circling around.  

Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------
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From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Mon Sep 10 11:03:32 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Mon Sep 10 11:02:48 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] injured vireo

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20070910105901.01efe5d8@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Should have posted this yesterday--forgot until I had turned the computer 

off.  The red-eyed vireo that we plucked out of the burrs on the Sunday 

bird walk was duly delivered to the Wildlife Medical Clinic.  They said 

they'd take care of it and were locating a box to put it in until 

evaluation.  Meanwhile, on the table in the ER a great blue heron was being 

given oxygen.  I have no idea what its problem was.



--Helen Parker

From sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu  Tue Sep 11 13:19:29 2007

From: sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu (Steve Bailey)

Date: Tue Sep 11 13:19:30 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Big migration Saturday night

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20070911123837.02d35dd8@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

Sorry for the late post but it is my first day back at the 

computer.  Although it appears folks saw some good birds on Sunday in the 

area, I thought that I would mention what I heard Saturday night where I 

live in Rantoul.  As I was near an open window at my apartment around 10:30 

PM, I could easily hear the constant, continuous and rather loud call notes 

of dozens of CATHARUS THRUSHES and other birds flying over.  Most were 

SWAINSON'S THRUSHES but numbers of GRAY-CHEEKED and VEERY were also 

heard.  I decided to venture outside and was almost overwhelmed by the 

numbers of birds that were migrating overhead, some quite low in the 

sky!  There seemed to be a rather low cloud ceiling which probably at least 

somewhat magnified and concentrated the birds into a lower section of the 

sky than they might otherwise been flying in, but it was still 

none-the-less impressive.  I actually took a lawn chair and walked across 

the street and out into the middle of the large soccer field where I could 

more easily hear the birds as they flew over, and sat and listened for over 

90 minutes or more.  I did not try to count the thrushes as they flew over 

as there were so many it would have been pretty difficult to single out 

individuals as they flew over, but there were easily in the low thousands 

during the time I listened, and as this was likely happening over a large 

front, I can't even imagine how many must have passed over this part of 

Illinois Saturday evening.  I also heard good numbers of BOBOLINKS flying 

over in small groups, as well as two UPLAND SANDPIPERS, 14 GREEN HERONS, 

and three SOLITARY SANDPIPERS.  Interestingly, only a very occasional 

warbler chip was heard, although there had to have been many warblers 

migrating over as well. The calls continued unabated and with no decrease 

in the density of birds flying over, from when I initially heard them until 

at least 3:00 AM when I occasionally awoke and could still hear the 

numerous thrush calls outside my bedroom window.


 I wish I would have had my CD of "Flight Calls of Migrating Birds" at 

home so I could have known what to listen for to identify a few other 

calls, especially Rose-breasted Grosbeak, which can sound fairly similar to 

the thrush calls.  For those interested in such nighttime calling of 

migrating birds, I would highly recommend the above CD-ROM by William R. 

Evans and Michael O'Brien.  Interestingly, on the inside cover, they 

dedicate this CD "guide" to Richard Graber, the former long-time 

ornithologist with the Illinois Natural History Survey in Urbana.  There is 

even a picture of Dr. Graber with his 1958 parabolic microphone set-up 

surrounded by hay bales, and other "low-tech" equipment used at the time to 

record some of the first nighttime calls of migrating birds.  Good 

night-birding!

Steve Bailey

Rantoul

From eastburn at uiuc.edu  Tue Sep 11 13:55:30 2007

From: eastburn at uiuc.edu (Darin Eastburn)

Date: Tue Sep 11 13:55:25 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Many nighthawks

Message-ID: <200709111855.l8BItDAH005139@expredir4.cites.uiuc.edu>

Last night (9/10) between 6:00 and 6:15 PM I watched hundreds (if not 

thousands) of nighthawks flying over my neighborhood in SE 

Urbana.  They were forming kettles and streams, much the way that 

hawks do, but many were also feeding, flying in many directions, and 

the general direction of flight was north.  It was quite an 

impressive sight while it lasted.

Darin Eastburn

From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Tue Sep 11 21:50:14 2007

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Tue Sep 11 21:50:17 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Overnight Flight... and Re: Big migration Saturday


night [No Sightings]

Message-ID: <92564.20686.qm@web56801.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Steve and probably others reaped the benefits of the passage of the recent cold front in witnessing this night flight as well as going on the Busey Bird Walk on Sunday.  If you were looking at the streamlines that I post everyday, you would notice that the winds over our area were coming from Alberta.  This is likely why we had such a nice Catharus thrush flight.  I was really hoping for Townsend's Warbler that day, but I didn't get a chance to go out.  In terms of current events though, here is the big news.  

I expect that tonight's flight might be better, by a lot.  If you want to look at the streamlines for tonight go to my website: 

http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/birdweather/

and scroll down to the Eta Streamlines.  By clicking on 900 mb at 00hr, 06hr, or 12 hr, you should see the winds coming directly out of Baffin Island and locales farther north.  It looks like it will be this way for at least 18 hours.  The unfortunate part of all this is that there may not be much going on here at the surface tomorrow because there is no front located over us to stop the birds from moving southward.  The front is located way down in the Carolinas, Georgia, and Louisiana.  They should be seeing a dramatic increase in migration down there over night and into tomorrow.  

Other unfortunate news from this event, which is speculative on my part, is that if you haven't caught the early migrants, you may have missed them come tomorrow.  This is a strong push of winds early in

 migration.  Yes, the middle to later migrants will likely still be around, and easy to find, but the early migrants may be hittin' the road for more tropical habitats come tonight.  

If you get this email early enough, check out the night flight.  If you get this later, get out and bird a little to see if the turnover was as great as I expect.  Feel free to email me back with sightings to tell me what you are seeing, or ask questions.  I am more than willing to explain further for the interested parties.  

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign, IL

____________________________________________________________________________________

Got a little couch potato? 

Check out fun summer activities for kids.

http://search.yahoo.com/search?fr=oni_on_mail&p=summer+activities+for+kids&cs=bz 
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Wed Sep 12 11:03:26 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Wed Sep 12 11:03:39 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake Park and Busey Woods

In-Reply-To: <92564.20686.qm@web56801.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

References: <92564.20686.qm@web56801.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FFF752E8@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

I was able to do some birding between 6:30am and 8:45am this morning at

Crystal Lake Park and Busey Woods before I needed to head off for work.

There were some nice warbler flocks around - the best were near the boat

house (both sides of the lake), near the Magic Bridge and just across

the bridge at Busey Woods.  I had 16 species of warblers in all,

including a Blue-winged Warbler in the Redbuds adjacent to the Anita

Purves Center.  The Parula was also singing around the Anita Purves

Center!  Not sure what he was thinking.  Ovenbird was the most numerous

warbler.  It seemed like they were everywhere and since they can be an

elusive bird, I'm sure there were a lot more around than I actually saw.

Blue-winged Warbler       1

Tennessee Warbler         4

Nashville Warbler             2

Parula Warbler               1

Black-n-white                  2

Blackburnian                  2

Chestnut-sided                7

Magnolia                        14

Cape May                     1

Black-throated Green        4

Bay-breasted                   5

Blackpoll                           1

Wilson's                          6

Ovenbird                         20

Northern Waterthrush        1

Redstart                             12 

I also had 3 Philadelphia Vireos around the boathouse.

Greg Lambeth

-------------- next part --------------
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From rem at uiuc.edu  Wed Sep 12 14:27:19 2007

From: rem at uiuc.edu (Robert E Miller)

Date: Wed Sep 12 14:27:22 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Pheasant

Message-ID: <20070912142719.AUD69842@expms6.cites.uiuc.edu>

Hi all,

While riding my bicycle, I just saw (about 1:45 pm) a lovely Cock Pheasant fly from one yard to another across the street near the corner of Grange and Willard in Urbana.  That is very close to Meadowbrook Park and I have often heard Pheasants in that area before but usually in the early morning or evening.  In the bright sun at midday is less common.

Bob Miller  

From Birderdlt at aol.com  Wed Sep 12 22:10:03 2007

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Wed Sep 12 22:10:16 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: Fall is coming fast

Message-ID: <d1d.10fc3f56.341a040b@aol.com>

Up in Chicago today.  Saw my first White-throated sparrows and two 

Yellow-bellied sapsuckers.  Didn't have time to bird so not sure what else came in with 

the cold front.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

In a message dated 9/12/2007 11:04:14 AM Central Daylight Time, 

lambeth@ad.uiuc.edu writes:

I was able to do some birding between 6:30am and 8:45am this morning at 

Crystal Lake Park and Busey Woods before I needed to head off for work. There were 

some nice warbler flocks around ? the best were near the boat house (both 

sides of the lake), near the Magic Bridge and just across the bridge at Busey 

Woods.  I had 16 species of warblers in all, including a Blue-winged Warbler in 

the Redbuds adjacent to the Anita Purves Center.  The Parula was also singing 

around the Anita Purves Center!  Not sure what he was thinking.  Ovenbird was 

the most numerous warbler.  It seemed like they were everywhere and since they 

can be an elusive bird, I?m sure there were a lot more around than I actually 

saw.

************************************** See what's new at http://www.aol.com
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From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Thu Sep 13 21:31:24 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Thu Sep 13 21:31:28 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Wood Pewee

Message-ID: <f6b6ee381c47.46e9ac2c@insightbb.com>

Haven't been birding much lately. Stopped at Meadowbrook about 10:00 this morn. Mostly quiet so crossed to the Forestry briefly Mostly quiet there too except for the forestry usuals and a few migrants. Stood listening to 2 Pewees calling back and forth and then, much to my surprise, saw an adult land next to 2 young fledglings and feed them. One of the fledglings barely had a tail and the second one's tail was only a bit longer. This is the latest I've seen Pewee fledglings. It made up for everything that I wasn't seeing. :-)

Charlene Anchor
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From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Sat Sep 15 18:55:42 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Sat Sep 15 18:55:43 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Swallow at Homer Lake!

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0709151844240.16089@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birders,

LOTs of swallows at Homer Lake!

Some groups in swirling balls almost like blackbirds.

Heared what may have been a Quail calling (the Su eeee ty gathering call) 

3 times on the west side near the savanna area.

1 young cormorant north side sitting on a snag in the middle of the lake. 

(Looked a bit cold)

Several bluejays

1 Kingfisher at Collin's Pond

1 wren like bird in fence row.

1 LARGE red-eared slider (Turtle) on Log.

2 mallard type ducks north side of Main Lake.

Half dozen or more GB Herons.

Their croaking calles kept waking me up as I sat and daydreamed while 

reading Kenn Kaufman's "Kingbird Highway" at a shaded table near the 

shore.

This was a great day to be outside and hiking (Loafing)!

Jim :)

PS. Almost forgot 2 Kestrals on a wire SE of St. Joseph and several Modos.

     1 dove was larger and had a squarish tail...

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================
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*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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*******************************************************************************

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Sep 15 19:34:33 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Sep 15 19:34:37 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Crystal Lake and Busey Woods

References: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0709151844240.16089@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CDB@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

I spent about an hour and a half at Crystal Lake Park and Busey Woods this morning.  It appears that some of the warblers have moved out, but there were still some decent flocks around, especially near the Boat House (actually, I realized today it's called the Lake House).  I also had 2 Scarlet Tanagers there.  Here's my warbler list for the day:

Tennessee     2

Nashville       4

Parula            1

Chestnut-sided      3

Magnolia            12

Cape May           1

Black-throated Green    2

Bay-breasted            6

Blackpoll                2

Black-n-white        2

Redstart                9

N. Waterthrush       1

Yellowthroat          3

Wilson's                 2

I also had 3 Purple Finches at Crystal Lake Park.  They've been seen already in the Chicago area.  Maybe it will be a good year for them.  There were lots of Cedar Waxwings around.  Lots.  

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Sep 16 16:17:24 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Sep 16 16:17:27 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] 3-4 Black-throated Blue Warblers at Crystal Lake

References: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0709151844240.16089@bluestem.prairienet.org>


<422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CDB@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CDD@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

It was a beautiful morning for the Busey Woods Bird Walk and the group decided to detour into Crystal Lake Park right away because that's where most of the activity has been recently.  We eventually had 13 species of warbler by my count plus Purple Finch and Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.

Warbler List:

Tennessee

Parula

Chestnut-sided

Magnolia

Black-throated Blue

Yellow-rumped

Black-throated Green

Bay-breasted

Blackpoll

Black-and-white

Redstart

Ovenbird

Wilson's

Greg Lambeth

From calidris_1004 at yahoo.com  Sun Sep 16 18:04:49 2007

From: calidris_1004 at yahoo.com (Travis Mahan)

Date: Sun Sep 16 18:31:33 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sabine's Gull - Lake Shelbyville - Sunday

Message-ID: <27303.56800.qm@web52607.mail.re2.yahoo.com>

Hello everyone,

  There was a juv. SABINE'S GULL at Lake Shelbyville this morning.  I found it while scanning to the west from the pavilion at the "Bo" Woods Access south of Sullivan in Moultrie County.

  Click here for a link to a map showing the location of the pavilion...or copy and paste the link below:

  http://maps.google.com/maps/ms?hl=en&ie=UTF8&msa=0&ll=39.580819,-88.640785&spn=0.11828,0.2314&z=12&om=1&msid=107688114184990363187.00043a488d7bc2f58ed0b

  A single BONAPARTE'S GULL was seen north of the Findlay Bridge.  Around 100 total AMERICAN WHITE PELICANS were found at various points around Lake Shelbyville.

  Travis Mahan

Decatur, IL

Macon Co.

calidris_1004@yahoo.com

Illinois Ornithological Society: http://www.illinoisbirds.org/

Bird photos: http://home.insightbb.com/~tmahan/index.html

---------------------------------

Need a vacation? Get great deals to amazing places on Yahoo! Travel. 
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From smithsje at egix.net  Sun Sep 16 22:36:20 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sun Sep 16 21:41:23 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] feeder birds

Message-ID: <200709170241.l8H2ednd016466@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Today, we had 2 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and 2 Red-breasted Nuthatches at our feeders.  

We think that this is the first time that we've had fall RBGs at our feeders.

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-09-16

From jwhoyt at prairienet.org  Mon Sep 17 02:01:24 2007

From: jwhoyt at prairienet.org (James Hoyt)

Date: Mon Sep 17 02:01:26 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] feeder birds

In-Reply-To: <200709170241.l8H2ednd016466@outbound-mta.egix.net>

References: <200709170241.l8H2ednd016466@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <Pine.LNX.4.64.0709170156490.23602@bluestem.prairienet.org>

Birdnoters,

Thanks to Jim Smith's post I remember seeing a male and femail RB 

Grossbeak at the Homer Lake Nature Center Feeder yesterday.

Also may have seen a RB Nuthatch.

Lots of pine trees in the area.

One chipmunk was picking up feed under the feeder.

As this is fairly near Jim's feeders I wonder if they were the same RB 

Grossbeaks.

Jim Hoyt :)

On Sun, 16 Sep 2007, Jim & Eleanor Smith wrote:

> Hello, Bird,

>

> Today, we had 2 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and 2 Red-breasted Nuthatches at our feeders.

> We think that this is the first time that we've had fall RBGs at our feeders.

>

> Best regards.

>

> Jim & Eleanor Smith

> smithsje@egix.net

> 2007-09-16

>

>

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

-- 

James Hoyt

"The Prairie Ant"

Champaign Co. Audubon

Illinois Audubon Society

Co-steward Parkland College Prairies.

Volunteer Monitor; Urbana Park District Natural Areas.

Champaign County Master Gardener

East Central Illinois Master Naturalist

Grand Prairie Friends

Allerton Allies

Prairie Rivers Network

The Xerces Society

The Illinois Chapter of the Nature Conservancy

===============================================================================

"The way to keep a trail alive is to walk on it". Author unknown

===============================================================================

*******************************************************************************

*******************************************************************************

"The human culture is considered to be a 'geologic force' and with  good

reason. But if we are at a stage where our actions are to decide the

world's future, then surely we have reached a level where we can be held

acountable for the world's future." Durward L. Allen "Our Wildlife Legacy"
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From threlkster at gmail.com  Mon Sep 17 10:30:59 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Mon Sep 17 10:31:15 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Grosbeaks

Message-ID: <30ec30250709170830w58e5ba7t6be8b40017dd7ac3@mail.gmail.com>

The RB grosbeaks are prominent among the consumers at our feeders in the

spring, but I've never noticed them in our backyard in the summer or fall.

Late Saturday morning, however, we were at the Dodds Park soccer fields for

our son's game.  Most of you probably know that's in Champaign next to

Parkland College, north of W. Bradley Ave. at Clayton Blvd.  A little

slough, dense with cattails and willows, drains eastward along the northern

edge of the fields.  I walked along this little wetland before the game

started, failing to get a good look at a few wrens flitting through the

brush. But in a patch of slightly older willows I did see some female

grosbeaks.

It's an interesting feature of bird behavior that, though they may migrate

through the same region going both ways, they'll stick to a different

habitat in the fall than they did in the spring.  What's the advantage of

disdaining feeders in the fall?  Is it simply that forage is sufficiently

plentiful after the growing season that they don't need to bother with

feeders?

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu

On 9/17/07, James Hoyt <jwhoyt@prairienet.org> wrote:

> Birdnoters,

>

> Thanks to Jim Smith's post I remember seeing a male and femail RB

> Grossbeak at the Homer Lake Nature Center Feeder yesterday.

>

> Also may have seen a RB Nuthatch.

>

> Lots of pine trees in the area.

>

> One chipmunk was picking up feed under the feeder.

>

> As this is fairly near Jim's feeders I wonder if they were the same RB

> Grossbeaks.

>

> Jim Hoyt :)

> On Sun, 16 Sep 2007, Jim & Eleanor Smith wrote:

>

> > Hello, Bird,

> >

> > Today, we had 2 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and 2 Red-breasted Nuthatches at

> our feeders.

> > We think that this is the first time that we've had fall RBGs at our

> feeders.

> >

> > Best regards.

> >

> > Jim & Eleanor Smith

> > smithsje@egix.net

> > 2007-09-16
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From j.courson at mchsi.com  Mon Sep 17 13:14:52 2007

From: j.courson at mchsi.com (Jeffrey A. Courson)

Date: Mon Sep 17 13:29:23 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] feeder birds

In-Reply-To: <200709170241.l8H2ednd016466@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Message-ID: <200709171829.l8HITCsf032033@gserve053.lis.uiuc.edu>

Jim and others,

Yes, I've had Rose-breasted Grosbeaks all summer.  Several Immature this

fall in addition to several Adult Males and Females.

Jeff

> -----Original Message-----

> From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org [mailto:birdnotes-

> bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of Jim & Eleanor Smith

> Sent: Sunday, September 16, 2007 10:36 PM

> To: Bird Notes

> Subject: [Birdnotes] feeder birds

> 

> Hello, Bird,

> 

> Today, we had 2 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and 2 Red-breasted Nuthatches at

> our feeders.

> We think that this is the first time that we've had fall RBGs at our

> feeders.

> 

> Best regards.

> 

> Jim & Eleanor Smith

> smithsje@egix.net

> 2007-09-16

> 

> 

> _______________________________________________

> Birdnotes mailing list

> Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

> https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From ckanchor at insightbb.com  Mon Sep 17 20:07:49 2007

From: ckanchor at insightbb.com (ckanchor@insightbb.com)

Date: Mon Sep 17 20:07:53 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Grosbeaks

Message-ID: <f54e8661ea13.46eede95@insightbb.com>

Brian and birdnoters,

I checked into the diet of the Rose-breasted Grosbeaks on Birds of North America Online. What they said was:

Apr - Nov about 50/50 animal (primarily insects) and vegetable (fruits and seeds)

Height of breeding season (June) 74% animal

During autumn migration - 96% fruit

Winter - little known

Also, will use bird feeders where available and favorites are safflower and sunflower.

Said foraging in understory more common later in summer when understory vegetation is in fruit. Female forages in higher mean canopy levels than male. 

No reasons were given for the above. That is just what has been found out.

Charlene Anchor

----- Original Message -----

From: Brian Threlkeld <threlkster@gmail.com>

Date: Monday, September 17, 2007 10:31

Subject: [Birdnotes] Grosbeaks

To: Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

> The RB grosbeaks are prominent among the consumers at our 

> feeders in the

> spring, but I've never noticed them in our backyard in the 

> summer or fall.

> Late Saturday morning, however, we were at the Dodds Park soccer 

> fields for

> our son's game.  Most of you probably know that's in 

> Champaign next to

> Parkland College, north of W. Bradley Ave. at Clayton 

> Blvd.  A little

> slough, dense with cattails and willows, drains eastward along 

> the northern

> edge of the fields.  I walked along this little wetland 

> before the game

> started, failing to get a good look at a few wrens flitting 

> through the

> brush. But in a patch of slightly older willows I did see some female

> grosbeaks.

> 

> It's an interesting feature of bird behavior that, though they 

> may migrate

> through the same region going both ways, they'll stick to a different

> habitat in the fall than they did in the spring.  What's 

> the advantage of

> disdaining feeders in the fall?  Is it simply that forage 

> is sufficiently

> plentiful after the growing season that they don't need to 

> bother with

> feeders?

> 

> ___________________

> Brian Threlkeld

> 107 E Michigan Ave

> Urbana IL  61801-5027

> 

> 217-384-5164

> abt5@columbia.edu

> 

> 

> 

> On 9/17/07, James Hoyt <jwhoyt@prairienet.org> wrote:

> 

> 

> > Birdnoters,

> >

> > Thanks to Jim Smith's post I remember seeing a male and femail RB

> > Grossbeak at the Homer Lake Nature Center Feeder yesterday.

> >

> > Also may have seen a RB Nuthatch.

> >

> > Lots of pine trees in the area.

> >

> > One chipmunk was picking up feed under the feeder.

> >

> > As this is fairly near Jim's feeders I wonder if they were the 

> same RB

> > Grossbeaks.

> >

> > Jim Hoyt :)

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> 

> > On Sun, 16 Sep 2007, Jim & Eleanor Smith wrote:

> >

> > > Hello, Bird,

> > >

> > > Today, we had 2 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks and 2 Red-breasted 

> Nuthatches at

> > our feeders.

> > > We think that this is the first time that we've had fall 

> RBGs at our

> > feeders.

> > >

> > > Best regards.

> > >

> > > Jim & Eleanor Smith

> > > smithsje@egix.net

> > > 2007-09-16

> 
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Mon Sep 17 20:45:16 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Mon Sep 17 20:45:18 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park, 9/17 - Nighthawks, Monarchs,


Dragonflies, Stink

Message-ID: <462024.9159.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Meadowbrook Park, Urbana, 9/17, 5:30-6:30PM. Pleasantly warm. Hazy sunshine. Breeze from the SE at maybe 5-10mph. Nice walking weather. Slow evening for birds (just 10 species) but still interesting...

  A dozen Common Nighthawks, singly or in small groups, hawking insects over the prairie. First 1 nighthawk, then 4, then 1, then 3, then 1, then 2.

  One interesting side note. While walking in the northwest corner of the park I would occasionally get a whiff of a really bad dead-animal odor. Later, in two places, I saw Urbana Park District notices posted that more or less said "Sorry for the bad odor", and went on to explain how animals dying and decaying are part of nature, and that the smell would go away in a week or so. These two notices were spaced several hundred feet apart, at the south edge of the park and the east edge of the park. Considering I smelled it on the northwest corner of the park (due to the southeast breeze) I can only surmise it was a BIG dead animal, most likely a Whitetail deer.

  Besides birds, there was a fair amount of insect activity. More mosquitoes than I have seen in awhile, although not obnoxiously so. Dozens of dragonflies foraging for insects over the prairie (one looked to be quite a bit bigger than a hummingbird!). And I ran into group of several dozen migrating Monarch butterflies settling in for the evening. At one point there were maybe 20 Monarchs within five feet of me. And I saw maybe 10 perched on the leaves of one silver maple branch. Very cool!!!!

  Oh, yeah. I also saw a few birds...  :-)

  Common Nighthawk - 12

  Common Grackle - 100

  Coopers Hawk - 1, watched it chase a Grackle relentlessly...not sure how the chase ended

  European Starling - 40

  American Robin - 25

  Northern Cardinal - 10

  Blue Jay - 7

  Downy Woodpecker - 1

  American Goldfinch - 15

  Red-bellied Woodpecker - 1

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Be a better Globetrotter. Get better travel answers from someone who knows.

Yahoo! Answers - Check it out.
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Sep 18 08:02:26 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Sep 18 08:02:31 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park, 9/17 - Nighthawks, Monarchs,


Dragonflies, Stink

In-Reply-To: <462024.9159.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688DA@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

It is a dead deer...  Bob

________________________________

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of B.G. Sloan

Sent: Monday, September 17, 2007 8:45 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park, 9/17 - Nighthawks,

Monarchs,Dragonflies, Stink

Meadowbrook Park, Urbana, 9/17, 5:30-6:30PM. Pleasantly warm. Hazy

sunshine. Breeze from the SE at maybe 5-10mph. Nice walking weather.

Slow evening for birds (just 10 species) but still interesting...

A dozen Common Nighthawks, singly or in small groups, hawking insects

over the prairie. First 1 nighthawk, then 4, then 1, then 3, then 1,

then 2.

One interesting side note. While walking in the northwest corner of the

park I would occasionally get a whiff of a really bad dead-animal odor.

Later, in two places, I saw Urbana Park District notices posted that

more or less said "Sorry for the bad odor", and went on to explain how

animals dying and decaying are part of nature, and that the smell would

go away in a week or so. These two notices were spaced several hundred

feet apart, at the south edge of the park and the east edge of the park.

Considering I smelled it on the northwest corner of the park (due to the

southeast breeze) I can only surmise it was a BIG dead animal, most

likely a Whitetail deer.

Besides birds, there was a fair amount of insect activity. More

mosquitoes than I have seen in awhile, although not obnoxiously so.

Dozens of dragonflies foraging for insects over the prairie (one looked

to be quite a bit bigger than a hummingbird!). And I ran into group of

several dozen migrating Monarch butterflies settling in for the evening.

At one point there were maybe 20 Monarchs within five feet of me. And I

saw maybe 10 perched on the leaves of one silver maple branch. Very

cool!!!!

Oh, yeah. I also saw a few birds...  :-)

Common Nighthawk - 12

Common Grackle - 100

Coopers Hawk - 1, watched it chase a Grackle relentlessly...not sure how

the chase ended

European Starling - 40

American Robin - 25

Northern Cardinal - 10

Blue Jay - 7

Downy Woodpecker - 1

American Goldfinch - 15

Red-bellied Woodpecker - 1

Bernie Sloan

________________________________

Be a better Globetrotter. Get better travel answers

<http://us.rd.yahoo.com/evt=48254/*http:/answers.yahoo.com/dir/_ylc=X3oD

MTI5MGx2aThyBF9TAzIxMTU1MDAzNTIEX3MDMzk2NTQ1MTAzBHNlYwNCQUJwaWxsYXJfTklf

MzYwBHNsawNQcm9kdWN0X3F1ZXN0aW9uX3BhZ2U-?link=list&sid=396545469> from

someone who knows.

Yahoo! Answers - Check it out. 
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Sep 18 08:08:47 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Sep 18 08:08:49 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <462024.9159.qm@web57108.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688DB@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Not much in the way of birds, except for the flock of Goldfinches that

are now regulars, and the "flock" of Hummingbirds.  There were at least

5 Hummers in the yard Sunday.

Butterflies are common, and Monarchs have started to roost in small

numbers in the back yard.  We had about 3 dozen last night.  Last year,

the size of the roost grew over several days until we had 600-700

Monarchs...we'll be watching for that this year!

Silky Aster blooming, Frost, Fragrant, and Shorts Asters just starting,

Common, Rigid, and Elm-leaf Goldenrod in bloom, Blue-stemmed Goldenrod

about to start, Turtlehead and Blue Lobelia in full bloom.

Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Tue Sep 18 13:24:30 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Tue Sep 18 13:24:33 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688DB@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688DD@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

The invasion has started...they're out there...watching.

Not aliens...Red Breasted Nuthatches!

I was eating lunch at the backyard picnic table when one dropped right

down from just overhead and landed on the table.  If I had a slightly

longer arm, I could have picked it up :-)  First time in the yard!

A cloud of Monarchs accompanied me around the back yard.  I was also

nearly mugged by a pair of Hummers (just about jumped out of my chair!).

Bob Vaiden

-------------- next part --------------
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From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Wed Sep 19 16:16:57 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Wed Sep 19 16:17:01 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook, 9-18 - 21 species, Chickadee

Message-ID: <225338.99277.qm@web57113.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Meadowbrook, late morning, 10:00AM-12:00PM. Sunny. 21 species.

  One high point was hearing a Chickadee in Forestry. I've encountered one (once 2-3) off and on there and in Meadowbrook for the better part of the past year.

  One odd thing: absolutely no Fall migrant species. All species were year-round or summer residents. Same thing for yesterday evening (I saw 12 nighthawks Monday that were obviously migrating, but nighthawks are a summer resident species here).

  A bright spot, literally. Maybe 200 Monarch butterflies in a relatively small area. Felt like I was in a parade where people were throwing orange and black confetti.

  Also a couple hundred dragonflies foraging over the prairie grass.

  Also a pile of fresh Robin feathers in an area where I had seen a Coopers Hawk hunting.

  The list:

  Coopers Hawk - 1

  Downy Woodpecker - 1, tapping on the long brownish twisty pods on the trees whose name escapes me right now.

  Red-bellied Woodpecker - 3

  Northern Flicker - 7

  White-breasted Nuthatch - 2, chasing each other near the rabbit bridge

  Chickadee - 1

  Blue Jay - 4

  Northern Cardinal - 10-12

  Carolina Wren - 1

  House Wren - 1

  Ring-necked Pheasant - 1

  Chimney Swift - 10

  Northern Rough-winged Swallow - 1

  American Robin - 20

  Gray Catbird - 4-5

  Eastern Phoebe - 1

  American Goldfinch - many

  House Sparrow - 3

  Mourning Dove - 7

  Common Grackle - 2

  European Starling - 1

  Bernie Sloan

---------------------------------

Tonight's top picks. What will you watch tonight? Preview the hottest shows on Yahoo! TV.    
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From Birderdlt at aol.com  Wed Sep 19 21:21:15 2007

From: Birderdlt at aol.com (Birderdlt@aol.com)

Date: Wed Sep 19 21:21:38 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Meadowbrook Park, 9/16 - Bells vireo

Message-ID: <cb7.17e75864.3423331b@aol.com>

I had a Bell's vireo in the UI Forestry on the 16th.  Took me awhile to 

figure out what it was.  Interesting when they are out of the habitat you are use 

to seeing them in and not calling that they can become more difficult to 

identify (or maybe its just that its been a year or so since I have seen one).  

Other than the usual cast of characters the Forestry was pretty quiet that 

afternoon.

David Thomas

Champaign, IL

************************************** See what's new at http://www.aol.com
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Wed Sep 19 23:24:33 2007

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Wed Sep 19 23:24:40 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] No Sightings - Identification of the Sapsucker Complex


(long)

Message-ID: <664179.17462.qm@web56806.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Birdnoters,

I thought I would start this thread as a discussion of Sapsucker identification since this is the best time of year to find stray Red-naped Sapsuckers (RNSA) and since Janet Jokela, Bill Wasson, and I were talking about the possibility of RNSA while looking at a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (YBSA) juvenile on the last Busey Woods Bird Walk (in Crystal Lake Park) this past Sunday.  After a little scouring of the internet and a brief glimpse into my library of books, I have found a little bit of information that can help us in this ID challenge.  I would love to see some discussion on this topic, but I think the local birding community (including myself) lacks enough experience with the former species making this discussion a little tougher.  Feel free to prove me wrong.

YBSA adults: 

Male: http://physics.clarku.edu/~jfiala/files/Birds/Yellow-bellied-sapsusckerWV.jpg

http://www.science.smith.edu/stopoverbirds/birdpixs/images/Yellow-bellied%20Sapsucker.jpg

http://www.ohiobirds.org/obba2/images/yellow-bellied-sapsucker.jpg

Males should be easily identified by their red-throat with complete black border or frame (completely black malar stripe lacking any red) as well as a distinctly spotted back pattern (spotted white on black) with the typical sapsucker longitudinal (head to tail) wing stripe of sapsuckers.   The back patterning is of utmost importance when comparing this species with RNSA (of either sex).  YBSA (either sex) shows this spotty

 pattern on the back as seen in the photos above.  RNSA (either sex) will have another set of longitudinal stripes down the back rather than just on the wing making for four dorsal stripes and the spotting will be minimal.  Although YBSA (either sex) shouldn't have a red nape, males can on rare occasions have red in the nape, making this ID mark unreliable or non-diagnostic at least.  Be sure to check all the ID marks before proceeding on from any questionable birds.

Female: http://www.vicnhs.bc.ca/cbc/0452Yellow-belliedSapsuckerCS.JPG

http://sdakotabirds.com/species/photos/yellow_bellied_sapsucker.jpg

http://omega.med.yale.edu/~rjr38/Yellow_Bellied_Sapsucker3.jpg

Females should give us no

 more difficulty when comparing to RNSA.  Females lack the red throat of males, but maintain the same back pattern (spotty white on black).  The throat should be completely white with a black border or frame.  If there is any red in the throat be wary of calling this bird a female YBSA.  RNSA females will have a good amount of red in the throat (up to half the area) but sometimes significantly less coming from the chest making this an easy comparison.

RNSA adults:

Males: http://www.redbrickinnutah.com/assets/images/RedNapedSapsucker_6399.jpg

http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://home.earthlink.net/~richditch/images/rnsapsucker.jpg&imgrefurl=http://home.earthlink.net/~richditch/rnsapsucker.htm&h=530&w=489&sz=80&hl=en&start=6&tbnid=5F5unR03vwQocM:&tbnh=132&tbnw=122&prev=/images%3Fq%3DRed-naped%2BSapsucker%26gbv%3D2%26svnum%3D10%26hl%3Den%26safe%3Doff%26sa%3DG

http://borderland-tours.com/v2/images/stories/borderland/gallery_photos/borderland_photos/p1010676.jpg

Males should have a striking red throat and crown with a red-nape.  The black border of the throat should be incomplete as it is invaded by some of the red from the throat.  The incomplete border should almost clinch this ID, but a good look at the back should be had.  The spotting on the back of YBSA should be replaced by longitudinal stripes (consisting of nearly overlapping white spots).  Again let me re-emphasize that the red nape DOES NOT clinch the ID of this bird.  I will show a picture at the end of this email that makes for an interesting challenge.

Females:

http://www.fws.gov/southwest/refuges/newmex/sanandres/photoshop%20gallery/Birds/images/Red-naped%20Sapsucker%20-%20Sphyrapicus%20nuchalis.jpg

http://www.birdwatchersdigest.com/leica/uploaded_images/RNSA-f-020107_02-blog-764910.jpg

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/ConservationAndScience/MigratoryBirds/Featured_photo/Images/Bigpic/rnsa8.jpg

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/ConservationAndScience/MigratoryBirds/Featured_photo/Images/Bigpic/rnsa1.jpg

She is a tough one to tame.  I cannot find many images of female RNSA that were showing all the things necessary for ID.  This is strange to me as there are plenty of photographers in the inner mountain west that should be seeing these photogenic birds rather often and in nesting times.  The throat should have up to half red and half white with a black border that is likely to be complete as the male RNSA incomplete border is due to the complete red throat invading the black border.  This sex can be confused with the male YBSA.  Without a good look at the throat, one could theoretically confuse this bird with a male YBSA.  However, to make this easy, look at the back.  The back patter of RNSA females is the same as RNSA males, and it drastically different than YBSA.  This is the same as the other discussions.  Always look at multiple ID characteristics not just one.

YBSA Juvenile:

http://www.birdsofoklahoma.net/images/ybsap004.jpg

http://farm1.static.flickr.com/80/236424549_9ac8225a91.jpg 

http://nationalzoo.si.edu/ConservationAndScience/MigratoryBirds/Featured_photo/Images/Bigpic/ybsa4.jpg

Take an adult sapsucker and make all the black into brown.  This bird will have scalloping on the chest and a medium to dark brown crown.  The crown though has speckling of white making it look slightly lighter and sometimes even grayish instead of brown.  This helps you separate this bird from the RNSA juvenile.  This bird also shows a stronger back pattern than RNSA.  YBSA is strongly barred and spotted with rich buff on black patterns.  As for molt pattern, a YBSA molts in late fall to late winter (sometimes even in March) and molts the crown first, but in a splotchy manner which differs from the molt pattern of the RNSA (see below).  You will sometimes see a YBSA juvenile with splotchy molt well into winter, while you will never see a molting juvenile RNSA in winter.  

RNSA Juvenile:

http://depts.washington.edu/bird2001/images/RNSA.jpg

http://www.royalalbertamuseum.ca/natural/birds/projects/_icons/sapjuv.gif

Another hard image to find on the net.  (Good luck if you try looking.)   This bird is not too hard to identify.  Take an adult female sapsucker (either species) and make it brown.  RNSA juvenile has a medium brown coloration except for on the crown, where the color is dark.  There is no spotting in the crown of a RNSA juvenile.  Here is where it gets exceptionally fun to remember.  RNSA and Red-breasted Sapsucker (RBSA) juveniles begin to molt before migration in fall.  This means that they begin to have reddish color on its crown usually BEFORE migration begins.  Think juvenile with a mixture of adult.  This juvenile that is molting during migration shows red on the front of the crown that grows in with time from front to back.  If you find a juvenile sapsucker in fall migration with a half red crown, it is almost certainly a RNSA.  When you move down the bird, the chest will appear scalloped, but not as scalloped as YBSA.  I don't have any indication

 of how to tell the difference between rather scalloped and somewhat scalloped, sorry.  

So there you have it.  The skinny and fat of the Sapsucker complex.  For those of you interested, I hope this helps.  For those of you not interested, I hope you didn't waste your time to read this far down the email.  

Here is a picture that I would love to see people talking about, as to me it doesn't fit the mold of either of these beasts.  Listed as RNSA, I am not sure of this birds parentage.  Take a look and tell me or the list what you think so we can all learn something together (like Sesame Street).

http://www.utahbirds.org/birdsofutah/BirdsL-R/RedNapedSapsuckerTA1.jpg

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign,

 IL

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Shape Yahoo! in your own image.  Join our Network Research Panel today!   http://surveylink.yahoo.com/gmrs/yahoo_panel_invite.asp?a=7 
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From MARNEE115 at aol.com  Thu Sep 20 09:38:13 2007

From: MARNEE115 at aol.com (MARNEE115@aol.com)

Date: Thu Sep 20 09:38:40 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: No Sightings - Identification of the Sapsucker


Complex 

Message-ID: <d43.11ed0669.3423dfd5@aol.com>

In a message dated 9/19/07 11:25:16 PM Central Daylight Time,  

birdnotes-request@lists.prairienet.org writes:

Here is  a picture that I would love to see people talking about, as to me it 

doesn't  fit the mold of either of these beasts.  Listed as RNSA, I am not 

sure of  this birds parentage.  Take a look and tell me or the list what you 

think  so we can all learn something together (like Sesame Street).

_http://www.utahbirds.org/birdsofutah/BirdsL-R/RedNapedSapsuckerTA1.jpg_ 

(http://www.utahbirds.org/birdsofutah/BirdsL-R/RedNapedSapsuckerTA1.jpg) 

Wow that is a great picture of the RNSA.   If I ever see one of them here, 

I'd grab my camera as fast as I could.  I'm  thinking this birds parentage is a 

cross between an Arizona Woodpecker and a  Pileated Woodpecker.  It sure does 

have some big  feet.

As far as whats going on here in rural Ogden,  I'm hearing some strange birds 

I never heard before but can't find them.  I  did see a bluejay passing thru. 

 The Ruby throat hummingbirds are at their  highest count, could be up to a 

dozen. They are so difficult to count with all  that buzzing and humming 

around.  I had people over to hand feed them and  they just thought it was the 

coolest thing ever.  The people thought so  too. 

Marcia Schlueter

Ogden, IL

************************************** See what's new at http://www.aol.com
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From lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com  Thu Sep 20 11:56:09 2007

From: lcase at autumngoldconsulting.com (Linda Case)

Date: Thu Sep 20 11:57:30 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Sandhill Crane Chick Slide Show

Message-ID: <00aa01c7fba7$25808b80$6400a8c0@vegan2>

Hello Fellow Birders and Dear Friends!

This is absolutely beautiful - click on slide show, full screen and enjoy!

Linda

 <http://groverphoto.phanfare.com/album/304621#imageID=18463143>

http://groverphoto.phanfare.com/album/304621#imageID=18463143

Linda P. Case

AutumnGold Consulting

(217) 586-4864

www.autumngoldconsulting.com

lcase@autumngoldconsulting.com or lcase@uiuc.edu <mailto:orlcase@uiuc.edu> 

  _____  
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From owlguarente at yahoo.com  Thu Sep 20 19:32:11 2007

From: owlguarente at yahoo.com (Albert Guarente)

Date: Thu Sep 20 19:32:15 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] No Sightings - Identification of the Sapsucker


Complex (long)

In-Reply-To: <664179.17462.qm@web56806.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <79513.65886.qm@web30305.mail.mud.yahoo.com>

Bryan

      This is Dad here. The photo that you posted at the end of you email appears to be a difficult bird to define to species. It is listed as a Red-naped Sapsucker but I think the field marks lend themselves more to Yellow-bellied Sapsucker. 

    The back pattern has a lot of spotting down the middle of the back, and if you enlarge the picture you can see that the spotting has a definite yellow tinge to it. Also, on Red-naped Sapsucker, the markings are more restricted and in this picture this bird lacks the narrow stripe down the side of the back that should be present on Red-naped.

    I have seen in Pennsylvania, Yellow-bellied Sapsuckers that do ocassionally have red on the nape as pictured here. But some subtle marks that make me think the bird is Yellow-bellied are the thick white cheek stripe (much thicker than I think a Red-naped should have) with no red or black bleeding into the white. Next, the red throat in completely surrounded by black.  The only thing I don't like about this bird is the absence of any yellowish wash to the breast.

    My two cents worth.

Al Guarente

Bryan Guarente <dafekt1ve@yahoo.com> wrote: Birdnoters,

I thought I would start this thread as a discussion of Sapsucker identification since this is the best time of year to find stray Red-naped Sapsuckers (RNSA) and since Janet Jokela, Bill Wasson, and I were talking about the possibility of RNSA while looking at a Yellow-bellied Sapsucker (YBSA) juvenile on the last Busey Woods Bird Walk (in Crystal Lake Park) this past Sunday.  After a little scouring of the internet and a brief glimpse into my library of books, I have found a little bit of information that can help us in this ID challenge.  I would love to see some discussion on this topic, but I think the local birding community (including myself) lacks enough experience with the former  species making this discussion a little tougher.  Feel free to prove me wrong.

http://www.utahbirds.org/birdsofutah/BirdsL-R/RedNapedSapsuckerTA1.jpg

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign,  IL

---------------------------------

Moody friends. Drama queens. Your life? Nope! - their life, your story.

 Play Sims Stories at Yahoo! Games. _______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

Al Guarente

Back to Nature Feed Store

1176 N Middletown Rd

Media, Pa 19063

610-459-2305

---------------------------------
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From gentner at uiuc.edu  Sat Sep 22 11:33:55 2007

From: gentner at uiuc.edu (gentner@uiuc.edu)

Date: Sat Sep 22 11:33:58 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] No Sightings - Identification


of the Sapsucker
Complex (long)

Message-ID: <20070922113355.AWE90596@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Last week I saw (what I thought) was a yellowbellied sapsucker NORTH of the U of I forestry---the bee hive woods area ... very yellow tinged as Bryan's Dad had referenced.

Darcy Gentner

Urbana

---- Original message ----

>Date: Thu, 20 Sep 2007 17:32:11 -0700 (PDT)

>From: Albert Guarente <owlguarente@yahoo.com>  

>Subject: Re: [Birdnotes] No Sightings - Identification of the Sapsucker Complex (long)  

>To: Bryan Guarente <dafekt1ve@yahoo.com>, Birdnotes <birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org>

>

>   Bryan

>         This is Dad here. The photo that you posted at

>   the end of you email appears to be a difficult bird

>   to define to species. It is listed as a Red-naped

>   Sapsucker but I think the field marks lend

>   themselves more to Yellow-bellied Sapsucker.

>       The back pattern has a lot of spotting down the

>   middle of the back, and if you enlarge the picture

>   you can see that the spotting has a definite yellow

>   tinge to it. Also, on Red-naped Sapsucker, the

>   markings are more restricted and in this picture

>   this bird lacks the narrow stripe down the side of

>   the back that should be present on Red-naped.

>       I have seen in Pennsylvania, Yellow-bellied

>   Sapsuckers that do ocassionally have red on the nape

>   as pictured here. But some subtle marks that make me

>   think the bird is Yellow-bellied are the thick white

>   cheek stripe (much thicker than I think a Red-naped

>   should have) with no red or black bleeding into the

>   white. Next, the red throat in completely surrounded

>   by black.  The only thing I don't like about this

>   bird is the absence of any yellowish wash to the

>   breast.

>       My two cents worth.

>

>   Al Guarente

>

>   Bryan Guarente <dafekt1ve@yahoo.com> wrote:

>

>     Birdnoters,

>     I thought I would start this thread as a

>     discussion of Sapsucker identification since this

>     is the best time of year to find stray Red-naped

>     Sapsuckers (RNSA) and since Janet Jokela, Bill

>     Wasson, and I were talking about the possibility

>     of RNSA while looking at a Yellow-bellied

>     Sapsucker (YBSA) juvenile on the last Busey Woods

>     Bird Walk (in Crystal Lake Park) this past

>     Sunday.  After a little scouring of the internet

>     and a brief glimpse into my library of books, I

>     have found a little bit of information that can

>     help us in this ID challenge.  I would love to see

>     some discussion on this topic, but I think the

>     local birding community (including myself) lacks

>     enough experience with the former species making

>     this discussion a little tougher.  Feel free to

>     prove me wrong.

>

>     http://www.utahbirds.org/birdsofutah/BirdsL-R/RedNapedSapsuckerTA1.jpg

>

>     Bryan Guarente

>     Department of Atmospheric Sciences

>     Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

>     Champaign, IL

>

>     ------------------------------------------------

>

>     Moody friends. Drama queens. Your life? Nope! -

>     their life, your story.

>     Play Sims Stories at Yahoo! Games.

>     _______________________________________________

>     Birdnotes mailing list

>     Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>     https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

>

>   Al Guarente

>   Back to Nature Feed Store

>   1176 N Middletown Rd

>   Media, Pa 19063

>   610-459-2305

>

>

>

>     ------------------------------------------------

>

>   Moody friends. Drama queens. Your life? Nope! -

>   their life, your story.

>   Play Sims Stories at Yahoo! Games.

>________________

>_______________________________________________

>Birdnotes mailing list

>Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

>https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

You must BE the change you want to see 

in the world.

                  Mahatma Ghandhi

%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%%

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Sep 22 16:09:09 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Sep 22 16:09:11 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] 19 Shorebird Species at Clinton Lake

References: <20070922113355.AWE90596@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CE8@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

The shorebird habitat on the North end of Clinton Lake is fantastic right now and it was full of birds this afternoon.  It's been several years since I've had anywhere near this many shorebirds close to Champaign-Urbana.  I spent about 2 1/2 hours of time there and wound up with 19 species, including a RED KNOT!  I've had Red Knot once before in East-Central Illinois.  The bird is in nonbreediing plumage (no red).  Here's the shorebird list with estimated numbers:

Black-bellied Plover             1

Golden Plover                     30

Killdeer                              400

Semipalmated Plover          15

American Avocet                  19

Greater Yellowlegs               18

Lesser Yellowlegs                 45

Spotted Sandpiper               2

Ruddy Turnstone                 1

Sanderling                            3

Red Knot                               1

Pectoral Sandpiper                 65

Baird's Sandpiper                    2

Semipalmated Sandpiper        8

Least Sandpiper                      75

Stilt Sandpiper                       16

Long-billed Dowitcher             1

Short-billed Dowitcher           1

Wilson's Phalarope                  1

The best access point is from the East side of the lake.  If you're interested in going out, but aren't sure where to go, please give me a call at 337-6227.  It is necessary to walk about a half mile and there are mosquitos.  You will also need at telescope to see the birds, but a 20x scope is sufficient to see most birds.  

In addition to the shorebirds, I also had a Peregrine Falcon on the North side sitting on a Green-winged Teal.  There were more puddle ducks around than I expected -- I had 6 Pintail, 1 Widgeon, 5 Gadwall, 35 Mallards, 12 Shoveller, 3 Green-winged Teal, and 25 Blue-winged Teal.  I had 3 BLUE GROSBEAKS near the power plant.  I also had my first Lincoln's Sparrow of the year in the area.  I had a Dark-eyed Junco at the Marina along with a Pine Warbler.  Palm Warblers are back.  There were 5 Sterna Terns on the lake -- at least a few of them were Commons.  I had 3 Bonaparte's Gulls.  There were at least 40 Great Egrets on the lake along with 31 White Pelicans.  

Greg Lambeth

From roper37 at gmail.com  Sat Sep 22 16:31:30 2007

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Sat Sep 22 16:31:35 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] yard birds, golden-winged

Message-ID: <9b7905150709221431t35cf5c30r6303aad6400364ba@mail.gmail.com>

Hi all,

The following birds have been in our yard in Urbana between 2pm and

4pm this afternoon:

Golden-winged warbler (female)

Ovenbird

Magnolia warbler

Chestnut-sided warbler

Tennessee warbler

Redstart

Swainson's thrush

Clay-colored sparrow

Yellow-bellied flycatcher

Catbird

Ruby-throated hummingbird

Carolina wren

Sarah Roper

Urbana, IL

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Sep 23 11:19:41 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Sep 23 11:19:43 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk (9/23)

References: <20070922113355.AWE90596@expms1.cites.uiuc.edu>


<422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CE8@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CEB@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

We started out in Busey Woods this morning, but the mosquitos and complete absence of birds led us to detour into Crystal Lake Park.  This proved to be a good decision as Crystal Lake Park had lots of birds.  We wound up with a total of 12 species of warbler and 4 species of vireo.  The best bird of the day, once again, was a male BLACK-THROATED BLUE seen briefly near the fountain.  Hands down, the best year for Black-throated Blue I've seen here.

Warbler List:

Tennessee               1

Yellow                     1

Chestnut-sided       2

Magnolia                 9

Black-throated Blue    1

Yellow-rumped          7

Black-throated Green     3

Bay-breasted                 4

Blackpoll                    3

Redstart                    8

N. Waterthrush          1

Yellowthroat             1

We also had Yellow-throated, Blue-headed, Philadelphia and Red-eyed Vireo.  A Merlin was observed briefly.   We had our first Ruby-crowned Kinglet and White-throated Sparrows of the year.  Other notable birds included Red-headed Woodpecker, Red-breasted Nuthatch, Swainson's Thrush, E Wood Pewee, Empids, and Rose-breasted Grosbeak.

Greg Lambeth

From roper37 at gmail.com  Sun Sep 23 12:46:51 2007

From: roper37 at gmail.com (sarah roper)

Date: Sun Sep 23 12:46:54 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] golden-winged warbler

Message-ID: <9b7905150709231046w196d6899k222d8332aa997b98@mail.gmail.com>

I was very happy to see the female golden-winged warbler back in the

yard today. Not much else going on right now though.

Sarah Roper

Urbana, IL

From birder1949 at yahoo.com  Mon Sep 24 07:16:16 2007

From: birder1949 at yahoo.com (Roger Digges)

Date: Mon Sep 24 07:16:21 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Peregrine at Meadowbrook early this morning

Message-ID: <110335.60711.qm@web60112.mail.yahoo.com>

While walking at Meadowbrook around 6:15, observed a Peregrine hunting south of the play area.  The robins were leaving their nighttime roost in the orchards to the east when suddenly they reversed course and dropped into the trees; the Peregrine was close behind.  It reversed course and appeared to take a bird down in the big bluestem maybe 30 yards west of the sidewalk.  At least it didn't come up.

Roger Digges

---------------------------------

Be a better Heartthrob. Get better relationship answers from someone who knows.

Yahoo! Answers - Check it out. 
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From vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu  Mon Sep 24 08:22:27 2007

From: vaiden at isgs.uiuc.edu (Vaiden, Robert)

Date: Mon Sep 24 08:22:31 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] East Main Backyard

In-Reply-To: <9b7905150709231046w196d6899k222d8332aa997b98@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <2DBE7AB0488C0443A1E1C20EA692D907015688E4@zinc.isgs.uiuc.edu>

Saturday in the back yard:

Yellow Bellied Sapsucker

Red Breasted Nuthatch

Catbird

Magnolia Warbler (several)

Warbler...(Black-Throated Green?)

Redstart

Philadelphia Vireo

Swainson's Thrush

Peewee

Hummers

Goldfinch flock

Redtail Hawk

Blue Jay

Robins, Cardinals...

Bob Vaiden

--------------------------------------------

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org

[mailto:birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org] On Behalf Of sarah roper

Sent: Sunday, September 23, 2007 12:47 PM

To: birdnotes

Subject: [Birdnotes] golden-winged warbler

I was very happy to see the female golden-winged warbler back in the

yard today. Not much else going on right now though.

Sarah Roper

Urbana, IL

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

From threlkster at gmail.com  Tue Sep 25 22:24:57 2007

From: threlkster at gmail.com (Brian Threlkeld)

Date: Tue Sep 25 22:25:01 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Backyard 24 Sep.

Message-ID: <30ec30250709252024j394db6a3xe65fb685777ec2d7@mail.gmail.com>

We had a brown thrasher out back on Monday; first one I've seen in a while.

Hummingbirds are still at our feeders; I saw one or two on Sunday.

Goldfinch plumage seems to be starting to fade.

___________________

Brian Threlkeld

107 E Michigan Ave

Urbana IL  61801-5027

217-384-5164

abt5@columbia.edu
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Wed Sep 26 22:27:30 2007

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Wed Sep 26 22:27:34 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Re: nocturnal movement tonight

Message-ID: <528389.60368.qm@web56801.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

For those of you interested in Michael's email and, I guess, fall migration in general, I agree for the most part with Michael's statements about the current movements of birds and applaud him for his efforts at looking at the simple meteorological measurements that are available to the public to try to forecast some sort of bird migration.  I do differ about the timing of the greatest migration with this frontal push though from Michael's original email (attached below if you missed it).  I DO NOT disagree with Michael about there being a push of migrants coming tonight.  I think however that one must look at the winds slightly higher up in the atmosphere to get the true answer for how good migration will be on these particular nights.  If you want the shortened version of this email scroll down to the bottom of the email to the last paragraph of my response for my thoughts about when the biggest migrant push should occur.  Let me first reference you to

 some maps to illustrate what I am talking about and give you a little bit of a run down.   I am a meteorologist by trade, so ask all the questions you would like if I go over your head.

http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/birdweather/

If you scroll down to the maps with the header of "Eta Streamlines" you will find the forecast winds for the next 60 hours by one of the currently run government atmospheric forecast models.  There are four levels listed: surface, 900mb, 850mb, and 700mb.  These correspond to the surface, ~1.0km above ground level (AGL), ~1.5km AGL, and ~2.5km AGL.  On each of these maps, you will find the lines indicating which direction a weightless object in the winds will travel.  If you find the arrow that is over your location and trace it backwards from where you are to where it originates, you will find a general location where you might be seeing birds coming from over this 6 hour period of time.  If this location remains the same over multiple 6 hour periods your chances of seeing a migrant from that location increase.  The dates on the top of each map are listed in YYMMDD format.  

Birds typically will fly at 1.0-1.5km AGL depending on the species (generally passerines fly at these levels according to radar studies from the 1950s).  These levels are thus the levels that we should look at to find the best chances of bird migration.  Although the winds at the surface do occasionally match those of the winds at 900-850mb, it doesn't always match up, and the winds may not be originating from far enough north to really promote a strong migration as is the case with tonight.  Tomorrow night on the other hand (9/27/07) should be a good night for migration as the winds will be coming from the NW out of ND and Saskatchewan (think Long-billed Curlew), then the next night should be even better with winds from Hudson's Bay (think Sabine's Gull).  I would like to point out though that there is NO trigger to stop the birds from migrating right over us on these upcoming days.  A nice strong front that stalls to our south is a good thing in fall

 migration, but that just isn't happening this time around.  

So the long and short of it, is that the migrants will be coming (get your binoculars ready) tonight through friday night (at least) in a pretty strong wave.  Expect migrants from the Prairie Potholes of North America tomorrow night, then migrants from possibly farther north near Hudson's Bay the next night.  Keep your eyes peeled for anything, and keep your local list posted.  If you would like more information from me about this phenomenon, feel free to email me privately.  

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign, IL

----- Original Message ----

From: Michael L. P. Retter <mlretter@yahoo.com>

To: IN-BIRD IN-BIRD <in-bird-l@listserv.indiana.edu>; IBET <ILbirds@yahoogroups.com>; mclean <cilb@googlegroups.com>

Sent: Tuesday, September 25, 2007 11:09:32 PM

Subject: nocturnal movement tonight

With the cold front's passage this evening, winds are

switching around to the northwest, and the birds are

already starting to pick up here in McLean Co, IL.  A

few seconds of listening produced a dozen Bobolinks, a

Dickcissel, a handful of warblers, Veeries, and

Swainson's Thrushes.  Things should be fast and

furious here in a couple hours.  I'd imagine that the

movement is already quite heavy further to the

northwest (Quad Cities, etc.).  It should be a few

hours behind further to the east (northern and western

Indiana, southeastern Illinois), so the wind shift may

be a bit too late for a massive movement in these

locations tonight.  With northerly winds forecast for

teh next 30 hours, tomorrow night should be good as

well, especially in areas further east that don't get

the big push tonight.  I plan on being asleep soon,

but you night owls should give a listen!

Good Birding,

Michael L. P. Retter

---------------------------------

Tour Leader,

Birding America & Tropical Birding

800.348.5941

http://birding-america.com/

http://www.tropicalbirding.com/

Bloomington, McLean Co, IL

mlretter AT yahoo.com

home:  309.277.7136

cell:  309.824.7317

http://retter.xenospiza.com/

-----------------------------------
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From smithsje at egix.net  Thu Sep 27 08:15:31 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Thu Sep 27 07:20:48 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] black rail

Message-ID: <200709271220.l8RCKjTM007907@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

Yesterday, while combining corn, a black rail ran ahead of the combine across a thick grass waterway.  the grass was too thick for it to hide underneath, so it had to jump and run over the top.  This is the first one that I have seen in at least ten years.  There is no use for me to file a note with the Illinois OR committee, because they would never believe it.  A black rail chased out of standing corn into the open for a few seconds?  That is completely out of habitat.  

Other birds of interest:

2 Rose-breasted Grosbeaks at our feeders.

1 or 2 Red-breasted nuthaches still coming to the feeders

an ovenbird feeding beneath a feeder.    

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-09-27

From rkanter at uiuc.edu  Thu Sep 27 09:57:19 2007

From: rkanter at uiuc.edu (Rob Kanter)

Date: Thu Sep 27 09:57:23 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Black-throated blue and others Mt. Hope Cemetery

Message-ID: <963b67030709270757m1533d79k4ceeba74adf39e9e@mail.gmail.com>

As I biked through Mt. Hope Cemetery this morning a fairly large flock of

warblers and others tried to keep me from getting to work.

Most gratifying to me was an adult male black-throated blue. (I haven't seen

one in IL for some years.)

Others included

black-throated green (4-5)

yellow rumped

Am redstart

Tennessee

palm

magnolia

red-breasted nuthatch (I sure like hearing them everywhere these days!)

y-b sapsucker

pewee

r-c kinglet

r-b grosbeak

The flock was mostly in and around an enormous bur oak, which always seems

to be the best spot for birds in the cemetery. (This tree grows along the

north-south drive that's in line with the eastern edge of the law building.)

Good birding!

-- 

Rob Kanter

rkanter@uiuc.edu
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From slhender2 at yahoo.com  Thu Sep 27 17:37:48 2007

From: slhender2 at yahoo.com (Sandra Henderson)

Date: Thu Sep 27 17:37:52 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Owls at Meadowbrook

Message-ID: <522450.76207.qm@web53003.mail.re2.yahoo.com>

Walking around Meadowbrook last evening (Wed), from just before sundown until 8:30, I heard three owls calling -- two Great Horned and a Screech.  First GHO was near the sculpture garden walk as it runs along the brook.  It alternated between two and three hoots.  I listened for half an hour and got close enough under its sycamore that I thought I should be smelling its breath!  Then walked back to Race and heard what I believe was a different GHO calling from the Forestry Preserve, from southern end near the brook.  It was hooting three times.  While listening to this GHO, I started hearing "whinnies" from the prairie area.  The Screech called for maybe 20 minutes.  Both GHO's calls sounded very low and were always 2-3 hoots, so I'm thinking they were females.  Guess everyone was celebrating the full moon.

Sandra Henderson

---------------------------------

Looking for a deal? Find great prices on flights and hotels with Yahoo! FareChase.
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From dafekt1ve at yahoo.com  Fri Sep 28 13:02:37 2007

From: dafekt1ve at yahoo.com (Bryan Guarente)

Date: Fri Sep 28 13:02:43 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] VERY LONG and Scientific Re: nocturnal movement tonight

Message-ID: <560749.42607.qm@web56806.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Michael and other interested parties,

This is a long email that is broken into multiple parts.  Read as much or as little as you would like.  A good portion of this email is not directly about birds, and more about meteorology and meteorological instruments and how they relate to birds.  If the list owner/moderator does not find this email appropriate for this list, please let me know and the thread will be shut down on my end.  If you find science scary or hard to grasp, feel free to delete this email immediately, or if you don't have time to read a long email, nobody will know you deleted the email without reading it.  If you would like to find more weather links you can go to my website at:

http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/birdweather/

Introduction

The focus of my note to the list was never outlined and thus we have a little discrepancy to fix from Michael's email (attached below).  My focus was on bird migration/movements, not necessarily for listening to overnight migrants.  Not as many folks are out listening for night migrants as are out looking for birds the following morning, so it makes sense for my discussion to focus on the good migration days, not necessarily the good nocturnal listening nights.  I agree 100% with Michael about cloud cover playing an important part in listening for nocturnal migrants though.  The best nights for listening are those with a thick low cloud cover as was present on the morning of the 26th.  To prove the cloud cover, you can always check out your local observations via the National Weather Service (NWS) website of your local office.  In Michael's case, our example, we will use the Bloomington, IL observations.  To see these observations, go here:

http://www.weather.gov/data/obhistory/KBMI.html

(*READ FOOTNOTE TO THIS EMAIL FOR DIRECTION ON HOW TO FIND YOUR LOCAL NWS PAGE*) This page is a 3 day history in reverse chronological order.  The date is listed in the first column followed by the time (on a 24hr clock), surface winds in mph, horizontal visibility in miles, significant weather, then cloud cover (coded, I'll decode it for you in a minute).  Our focus will be on Sept. 26 from approximately 1 until 8 AM (I round the times to the nearest whole hour).  The cloud cover is listed as CCCHHH or 3 letters of cloud cover amount then 3 numbers indicating the height in  feet.  To decode the amount and height you can look here:

http://weather.cod.edu/notes/metar.html#sky

The important part is the height which is decoded by adding two zeros to the right of the three given digits.  On Sept 26 at 1AM, there were overcast skies with cloud base beginning at 00700 feet.  This is ideal for listening to night migrants.  The sky conditions remained similar to this until 8AM.  The sky cover does limit the height at which birds will migrate.  Flying through a cloud isn't always a good idea.  Like jogging through a thick fog (for you joggers out there), you add a bunch of weight to your body by acquiring water droplets very quickly from the fog (cloud at the surface) and it makes it more muscle intensive to jog if only slightly because of the added mass.  For a bird this is magnified as they weigh so little to begin with, then you add water droplets to make them less efficient at flying by adding mass.  Efficiency is key for any long distance fliers.  

Cloud Cover

As a drastic example, think of a Ruby-throated Hummingbird flying through a cloud.  If the hummingbird takes on a milliliter of water (a cubic centimeter, or the amount of water you get out of a single eyedropper drop) it is adds a gram of weight to its 2-6 grams of typical body mass.  This could be an increase of anywhere between 16 and 50% mass from just a single drop of water.  This is the extreme example, but birds aren't heavy when compared to similar objects of the same size.  Clouds will thus cause flight problems and inefficiency for migration, so like Michael says, the birds will want to remain below them.  This is a good situation for listening for nocturnal migrants.  Other non-meteorological factors also play a part in your ability to hear the night flight calls (ability to hear certain frequencies, unimpeded audio of the sky, and lighting [YES, lighting!]) but I will focus on the meteorological phenomena only.  

As for nocturnal migration without listening, cloud cover matters very little.  The only part cloud cover plays in nocturnal migration is to moderate the level at which the migrants will fly.  A clear night with north winds should produce as many migrants as a cloudy night with north winds.  The front though is key to the final resting point of the birds, and that is a key factor in SOME cloud formations.  Stalling fronts are the absolute best situation for anyone left just in the wake of the frontal passage, especially if the front passes overnight and stalls out in early morning.  This goes for either fall or spring migration, only the front changes with season.  In fall cold fronts are the key player in migration as they likely will be coming from the north or northwest.  Warm fronts are key in spring migration for the opposite reason, they come typically from the south or southwest.  

As for this most recent front that Michael mentions, I agree with his comments about cloud cover, but then due to education, believe that this front didn't stall but actually dissipated.  The front that passed Tuesday night into Wednesday morning was weak (temperature and speed wise) and under an area of upper-air frontolysis (this really is a word and it means a location where the winds are causing frontal dissipation).  A stalled front will be a stationary front on a weather map, while a dissipated front will be non-existent on a weather map, but existed the previous day on the same weather map.  When you get over any mountain ranges though, all the frontal information breaks down.  

Why look at 1-1.5km?

Switching topics slightly, the reason why one would want to look at the winds at 1-1.5km  is because of the typical level of most migrants according to papers from the 1950s through 1970s using radar.  Why does this matter though?  Well the problem is that the winds at the surface can often be significantly different from the winds just above the surface.  You have likely noticed that the clouds flowing by on any given day aren't flowing the same direction as the winds are flowing at the surface.  This can change very rapidly and often does as one travels vertically through the atmosphere.  The greatest change is usually due to the friction of the earth's surface.  There are trees, buildings, and other obstacles that impede the flow near the surface, while the winds just above this layer are typically turned at least 30 degrees from this.  (If interested look up Ekman Spiral on Wikipedia or as a Google search for more information about this.)  This can

 also be seen when you stir your tea each morning.  Transparency helps in this case so sorry to all you coffee drinkers this can be hard to see in coffee.  If you put some sort of tracer in your tea, say tea leaves, and stir the tea, the tea leaves will spin as fast as your stirring, but if you stop stirring, the tea at the top will continue swirling at nearly the same speed, while the tea at the bottom of the cup will slow down rapidly, due to friction.  This can cause a change in direction in the atmosphere where you have flow that isn't bounded by a cup.  I have seen on many occasions SW winds at the surface with NW winds aloft (1-1.5km) causing significant movements.  Yes these are extreme situations, but they occur with some regularity in the more meteorologically-active spring and fall seasons due to significantly changing weather patterns (e.g., influence of the jetstream).  

Another example comes from hawk watches across America.  Those hawk watches that track weather daily and sometime hourly note that sometimes the winds are coming from the south during fall migration, but there are significant movements on these days.  These are not every single movement day, but it helps prove that the winds at the surface have little effect on migration.  

Yes, I agree that maybe winds at a slightly lower level than 1.0km are important on some days when cloud cover is present, but the surface is likely the worst estimate of the winds at these locations.  

Radar

This is one of my biggest pet-peeves when it comes to meteorology and birds.  There is a lot to explain and I will try my best to break this down unscientifically.  Radar is able to see birds.  However, the concentrations must be phenomenal to even get a slight whimper of an echo on a radar screen.  I use this example to prove my point.  

http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~snodgrss/geese.gif

You are looking at a radar loop from Lincoln, IL from March 9.  The only part of this image that is birds is the explosion coming from Lake Springfield southwest of the Lincoln radar.  Notice that the birds are very small specks on the radar image.  Physically, there were 1000s of geese taking off from this location at this time moving north.  You may notice that as the birds likely gain altitude, the specks become smaller and fade in intensity (color: from green to blue).  Geese are large objects and in high concentrations.  Today's radar images seem to be showing significant concentrations of something in the atmosphere.  You can see them here:

http://weather.cod.edu/analysis/paulradar.pl?ILX

(if you don't see a big red blob on the screen try this image: 

http://www.atmos.uiuc.edu/~bguaren2/birdweather/ILX.070928.1723.gif )

What is all this stuff?  Is that really birds?  If the geese showed up as small specks on the radar image, this must mean that all of these specks are birds, and that must mean there are millions of birds migrating over us right now.  Look out the window... they must be going over right now.  Yes, I am being sarcastic.

Unfortunately the explanation of why the radar image is lighting up like Christmas is difficult and scientific.  Here goes though, with as little science as I can do.  The reason that this is occurring is because of the gradient in moisture that is occurring throughout the part of the atmosphere that the radar beam is intersecting.  Small changes in moisture, spaced appropriately, and over a large enough area, can produce low intensity echoes much like what you see today.  The moisture gradient changes the index of refraction of the atmosphere and slows the radar beam, turning its direction slightly.  If this occurs enough times over a large enough distance, spurious echoes return to the radar and appear like what is seen on today's radar image from Lincoln, IL.  It is a combined effect of multiple tiny gradients in moisture making microscopic echoes, which then get amplified by the other microscopic echoes in the very close vicinity.  This phenomenon is

 called Bragg Scattering (look it up).

Other objects in the atmosphere can cause this phenomenon as well.  Very strong warming in the vertical can cause this to occur as well but that will happen in a donut shape not a coffee roll shape (filled in circle) like we see today.  Insects amassing at dusk and dawn can also cause large enough echoes due to their exceptionally large concentrations.  These can often be seen at night, but not experienced at the surface, because they are concentrated at higher altitudes.  Fly in a hot air balloon sometime at night and you will often find remarkable concentrations of moths, mosquitoes, and other insects at higher altitude, and it isn't just because you have a fire above your head.  

You might think though that since insects can cause high enough concentrations to make a radar echo, then birds must be able to cause high enough concentrations or be large enough to cause an echo.  Unfortunately there is more science here that we need to discuss to answer this question.  A radar operates by sending out a pulse of electromagnetic energy and then listens for the energy to return after bouncing off of whatever objects are out there.  The amount of energy that comes back is often only about 6% of the amount of energy sent out.  But the energy that is returned has to bounce off an object that is less than half the size of the wavelength of the electromagnetic pulse sent out by the radar (10 cm for all NWS radars) to produce proper backwards reflection and thus return of energy to the radar.  Thus anything smaller than 5 cm gives a good echo, while objects larger than 5 cm and especially 10 cm begin to not scatter energy backwards due to the

 way that the energy scatters off of the object.  Insects are close to the same size as raindrops, which are what a radar is made to see, and they are significantly smaller than 5cm.  Insects and raindrops are in the Rayleigh scattering regime, which is the scattering that radar hopes to take advantage.  Birds are much larger than raindrops, and can often stretch into another regime of scattering called Mie or Geometric Scattering, where energy continues in the same direction as the original pulse of energy, often returning 0% of the energy in the backward direction (toward the radar).  

There are a lot more things that bother me about radar and bird movements, but I am tired of writing, and you are likely tired of reading.  I will leave this here, and let others fill in the blanks or ask questions to get more information.  Please feel free to contact me via email privately if you would like more information as we are leaving the realm of birds and entering into the realm of meteorology, which isn't what this list is made for.  

Bryan Guarente

Department of Atmospheric Sciences

Visiting Multimedia Technology Specialist

Champaign, IL

*FOOTNOTE*:

To find your local 3 day history online, you can go to www.nws.noaa.gov then click on your area, then on the next page click even closer to home to get your closest weather observation station.  This will bring you to a forecast page that you may be familiar with.  On the right hand side of the page there are current conditions listed.  Underneath these conditions there is a link to 3 day history.  You can click on this to get your local observations. 

----- Original Message ----

From: Michael L. P. Retter <mlretter@yahoo.com>

To: Bryan Guarente <dafekt1ve@yahoo.com>; IBET <ILbirds@yahoogroups.com>

Sent: Friday, September 28, 2007 9:27:29 AM

Subject: Re: IBET Re: nocturnal movement tonight

            Thanks to for Bryan presenting a very informative and

welcome analysis of bird migration from a

meteorological standpoint.  It's always nice to see

some in-depth discussion on IBET.  I believe he

neglected to consider a very important point as it

relates to our hearing the birds, though--namely,

cloud cover.

NEXRAD seemed to indicate that a huge push of birds

occurred last night, as well they should have, with

nice clear skies and northerly winds.  Under these

optimal conditions (for the birds), they probably did

indeed concentrate at 1-1.5 km above the surface, as

Bryan mentioned.  But with the birds so high, we on

the ground wont' hear most of them.  Indeed, it was

hard to hear even the faintest whistles of Swainson's

Thrushes last night.

Directly after the passing of a front, espeically one

that was somewhat stalled as was this most recent one,

there are often overcast skies with a low cloud deck. 

Its seems to make sense that the windspeed and

direction above that cloud deck mean relatively little

in these circumstances since most birds fly below the

clouds.  With these conditions, I'd suggest that the

surface winds are more important in trying to predict

bird movement than those above the clouds.

Very succinctly, I guess what I'm trying to convey is

that for us, it doesn't really matter what winds are

doing 1-1.5 km above our heads since we physically

can't hear birds that high.  Though large

higher-altitude movments are no doubt impressive to

someone in a hot air baloon, lying at ground level

under a clear sky in optimal migration conditions

while only hearing one or two birds every 5 minutes

isn't my idea of fun!  And if the skies are covered

with low overcast, it seems to me that the surface

winds are more important for predicting and

influencing *detctable* movement, which is the kind we

birders are likely most interested in.  

I'd be interested to hear what Bryan and others think

about this hypothesis.

Good birding,

Michael L. P. Retter

------------ --------- --------- ---

Tour Leader,

Birding America & Tropical Birding

800.348.5941

http://birding- america.com/

http://www.tropical birding.com/

Bloomington, McLean Co, IL

mlretter AT yahoo.com

home:  309.277.7136

cell:  309.824.7317

http://retter. xenospiza. com/

      ____________________________________________________________________________________

Don't let your dream ride pass you by. Make it a reality with Yahoo! Autos.

http://autos.yahoo.com/index.html
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From sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu  Fri Sep 28 15:01:27 2007

From: sdbailey at inhs.uiuc.edu (Steve Bailey)

Date: Fri Sep 28 15:01:33 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Birdnotes: Nocturnal migration & Black-throated Blue


Warbler

Message-ID: <5.1.0.14.2.20070928141611.02bf7590@mail.inhs.uiuc.edu>

At least a few of you may already be aware of this paper but I thought that 

I would post about it for some of you that are really interested in this 

kind of thing.  Although I guess you would consider it a "scientific" 

paper, it is none-the-less very interesting reading and I am sure will be a 

paper that some will want to save.  This article can be found on the 

Searchable Ornithological Research Archive (SORA) on the web at ( 

http://elibrary.unm.edu/sora/ ).  The article was published in the Wilson 

Bulletin, so that is where you will want to click on once you have found 

SORA on your web browser.  The article is called "Nocturnal migration in 

Illinois - Different points of view", and can be found in Vol. 80, Issue # 

1, pp. 36-71, from 1968.  Although a little dated, most of the info in the 

article I would imagine still holds true for today, as the birds themselves 

don't change their habits too much.  It is also a long article but well 

worth the read.  Since the article was written by Dr. Richard Graber who 

used to be one of the ornithologists here at the Illinois Natural History 

Survey, I find it particularly interesting, as much of what he talks about 

involves birds that were flying right over our area here in central 

Illinois.  Dr. Graber is also considered THE pioneer of bird radar study 

involving migrating birds, and the relatively recently released (2002) CD, 

"Flight calls of migratory birds" by William R. Evans and Michael O'Brien, 

two of todays top experts in the area of calls of night migrants, dedicated 

their CD to Dr. Graber.  Dr. Graber had a few other published papers on the 

subject including another exceptionally interesting one that appeared in 

National Audubon Magazine entitled "Night flight with a thrush", in the 

Nov.-Dec. 1965 issue of the magazine (Vol. 67 (6):  pp 368-374).  Dr. 

Graber actually banded and attached a radio transmitter to a Swainson's (or 

Gray-cheeked?) Thrush, then anticipated it's departure (I think by weather 

cues), then took off in a small plane here in Champaign, and followed the 

bird (even loosing it once!) until it disappeared out over Lake Michigan!


By the way, I heard virtually no migrants flying over my workplace in 

Champaign and my home in Rantoul on Wed. evening, and only heard just a few 

Catharus thrush calls last night outside my apt. in Rantoul.


Speaking of migrants, there have been a few birds of interest right 

outside my office here at the U of I Research Park in 

Champaign.  Yesterday, a worker driving a machine around the building 

unfortunately scared several migrants into flying into the building's many 

large windows.  Many of these birds die here each year here by flying into 

the windows after alighting in the many trees and shrubs that have been 

planted around the buildings.  The birds either see the reflections of the 

planted trees and try to fly "into" them, or see the small shrubs and other 

plants that people have next to their windows, inside of their offices, and 

try to fly and land in them.  Yesterday, a YELLOW-BELLIED SAPSUCKER died 

this way, and an AMERICAN REDSTART and another couple of warblers hit the 

windows, but luckily did not die.  I also saw two migrant BROWN THRASHERS 

flying between shrubs in the area just outside the building as well, 

indicating that they are migrating now as well.  Today, a colleague of 

mine  found a dead Tennessee and Magnolia Warbler here at INHS, but another 

colleague told me about a female BLACK-THROATED BLUE WARBLER that she had 

just seen next to the building next door.  I and others went to see it, and 

it was still there for some time afterward.  It was actually low to the 

ground in a rhododendron shrub (where they like to nest in the Appalachian 

Mountains!), and then in a small tree next to it.  I saw it catch several 

large flying insects that were common in the area while I was there, and 

even watched it preening for a couple of minutes.  Another colleague of 

mine got several good pictures of the bird.

Steve Bailey

Rantoul

From h-parker at uiuc.edu  Sat Sep 29 09:46:50 2007

From: h-parker at uiuc.edu (Helen Parker)

Date: Sat Sep 29 10:04:10 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Where was everyone?(no sightings)

Message-ID: <6.0.1.1.2.20070929094155.02064868@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

We were supposed to have a CCAS field trip to Kennekuk this morning, with 

me leading.  I got there at the appointed time, but after waiting 15 

minutes, nobody else showed up. I didn't think I was THAT bad a leader! I 

debated going alone, but went to Farmer's Market instead.  (I just might go 

over later.)



--Helen Parker

From forrestaubel at gmail.com  Sat Sep 29 10:12:54 2007

From: forrestaubel at gmail.com (Forrest Aubel)

Date: Sat Sep 29 10:12:58 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Where was everyone?(no sightings)

In-Reply-To: <6.0.1.1.2.20070929094155.02064868@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

References: <6.0.1.1.2.20070929094155.02064868@express.cites.uiuc.edu>

Message-ID: <f2f281c90709290812l35dfc429qdc772826a7961cdd@mail.gmail.com>

On 9/29/07, Helen Parker <h-parker@uiuc.edu> wrote:

> We were supposed to have a CCAS field trip to Kennekuk this morning, with

> me leading.  I got there at the appointed time, but after waiting 15

> minutes, nobody else showed up. I didn't think I was THAT bad a leader! I

> debated going alone, but went to Farmer's Market instead.  (I just might go

> over later.)

>                 --Helen Parker

Oh no!  I meant to go to that one but I didn't write it in my calendar

so it slipped my mind.  If it gets rescheduled post it to the list and

I will try to come.

On an unrelated note, I had a red-breasted nuthatch at my feeder this

morning.  Who hasn't had one, right?  Except this summer I moved to an

apartment close to Green and Neil and the only birds I've had at my

feeder are house sparrows, cardinals, and house finches.  So it was

quite a treat.  And a life bird!  Two feet from my face!

Forrest Aubel

From bgsloan2 at yahoo.com  Sat Sep 29 15:08:12 2007

From: bgsloan2 at yahoo.com (B.G. Sloan)

Date: Sat Sep 29 15:08:15 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-breasted Nuthatch question

In-Reply-To: <f2f281c90709290812l35dfc429qdc772826a7961cdd@mail.gmail.com>

Message-ID: <87755.54568.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

  Forrest Aubel's comments (see below) piqued my curiousity. How does this year compare to previous RBNU irruption years in Champaign County?

  Bernie Sloan

Forrest Aubel <forrestaubel@gmail.com> wrote:

  On an unrelated note, I had a red-breasted nuthatch at my feeder this

morning. Who hasn't had one, right? Except this summer I moved to an

apartment close to Green and Neil and the only birds I've had at my

feeder are house sparrows, cardinals, and house finches. So it was

quite a treat. And a life bird! Two feet from my face!

Forrest Aubel

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Fussy? Opinionated? Impossible to please? Perfect.  Join Yahoo!'s user panel and lay it on us.
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From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sat Sep 29 19:41:54 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sat Sep 29 19:41:59 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-breasted Nuthatch question

References: <87755.54568.qm@web57111.mail.re3.yahoo.com>

Message-ID: <422112C301231A4085C32FC4DD9072FF169CF8@DSBEXCLUSTER.ad.uiuc.edu>

Bernie:

I'm hoping that others (maybe Beth Chato or Steve Bailey) comment on your question, too, because they've lived in East-Central Illinois longer than I have.  So far, this seems like the best year I've seen in the past 13 years.  There have been a few relatively good years in that time, but I don't remember ever seeing this many RB Nuthatches this early in the fall.  I had 5 RB Nuthatches at my feeder this afternoon and was able to get some photos:  http://web.mac.com/gregorylambeth/iWeb/Site/Welcome%20.html  Since there are very few White-breasted Nuthatches in Champaign-Urbana and I almost never have them in my yard, I always appreciate having RBs around.  

I did read a long post recently about poor cone crops in Ontario being a factor this year for Northern Finches, Grosbeaks, Crossbills and RB Nuthatches.  This may be a good year for Evening Grosbeaks so keep an eye out.

Greg Lambeth

-----Original Message-----

From: birdnotes-bounces@lists.prairienet.org on behalf of B.G. Sloan

Sent: Sat 9/29/2007 3:08 PM

To: birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

Subject: [Birdnotes] Red-breasted Nuthatch question

  Forrest Aubel's comments (see below) piqued my curiousity. How does this year compare to previous RBNU irruption years in Champaign County?

  Bernie Sloan

Forrest Aubel <forrestaubel@gmail.com> wrote:

  On an unrelated note, I had a red-breasted nuthatch at my feeder this

morning. Who hasn't had one, right? Except this summer I moved to an

apartment close to Green and Neil and the only birds I've had at my

feeder are house sparrows, cardinals, and house finches. So it was

quite a treat. And a life bird! Two feet from my face!

Forrest Aubel

_______________________________________________

Birdnotes mailing list

Birdnotes@lists.prairienet.org

https://mail.prairienet.org/mailman/listinfo/birdnotes

---------------------------------

Fussy? Opinionated? Impossible to please? Perfect.  Join Yahoo!'s user panel and lay it on us.

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Sep 30 13:52:17 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Sep 30 13:52:19 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk (9/30)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882B85DA63FF@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

We had about 12 people on the walk this morning and approximately the same number of warbler species (actually, it was 11 warbler species).  The birding seemed relatively slow this morning, probably due in part to the way that birds were spread out around Crystal Lake Park.  We had the following warbler species:

Nashville         1

Parula              1

Black-throated Green       3

Yellow-rumped              5

Chestnut-sided         1

Black-n-white             1

Bay-breasted           1

Blackpoll                 1

Magnolia                3

Redstart               2

Ovenbird             1

The first wave a late fall migrants has slowly begun to work its way into the area.  We had a small group of Juncos, several Ruby-crowned Kinglets, several dozen White-throated Sparrows, a few Sapsuckers and, of course, the Yellow-rumpeds.  In addition, we had Rose-breasted Grosbeak, Eastern Wood Pewee, Swainson's Thrush and Red-breasted Nuthatch.

Greg Lambeth

From lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu  Sun Sep 30 14:01:39 2007

From: lambeth at ad.uiuc.edu (Lambeth, Gregory S)

Date: Sun Sep 30 14:01:40 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Busey Woods Bird Walk Location Change (10/06)

Message-ID: <F5D83326DC77FD4EA138E9194D6B28882B85DA6400@DSMAILBOX.ad.uiuc.edu>

We will start the Busey Woods Bird Walk at the Crystal Lake Park Lake House at 7:30am next Sunday.  As the days get shorter and the mornings get cooler, the birds will take advantage of areas where the sun hits the trees first (and the insects are active).  The change of location will allow us to bird the Southeast parts of Crystal Lake Park first and then work our way to Busey Woods where the sun won't rise above the treetops until 9:00am or so.  Our target species will reflect the changing season and include the following:  Hermit Thrush, Brown Creeper, Lincoln's Sparrow, Orange-crowned Warbler and Winter Wren.

Greg Lambeth

From smithsje at egix.net  Sun Sep 30 22:17:27 2007

From: smithsje at egix.net (Jim & Eleanor Smith)

Date: Sun Sep 30 21:22:48 2007

Subject: [Birdnotes] Cooper's Hawk

Message-ID: <200710010222.l912MkbW032301@outbound-mta.egix.net>

Hello, Bird,

This evening, about 6 pm, I was working with the computer when I heard a thud as a large bird flew into the window right beside me.  I got up and looked on the ground under the window, and there on its back, was an immature Cooper's Hawk.  I went out, picked up the bird by its legs, and found that is was not dead, but rather "out-of-it".  I carried inside to show Eleanor who was talking on the phone.  By then, the hawk was rapidly recovering so that I had to hold its wings tighty so that I couldn't let go, or it would panic trying to escape my grip or sink talons into my hand.  Eleanor got off the phone and opened a door where we went outside and I quickly released the hawk, which rapidly flew off shedding a few feathers on the way.   

Best regards. 

Jim & Eleanor Smith

smithsje@egix.net

2007-09-30

